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GRAND  DIVISIONS  of  thb  UNITED  STATES. 


H  E  American  Republic,  of  which  we  have  in  the  preceding 
volume  given  a  general  account,  coiififts  of  three  grand  divifions, 
denominated  the  Northern,  orinore  properly  Easterk,  Mxdol-I| 
andSbUTHERN  States. 

iLhtJirJi  divifion,  the  Northern  or  Eaflern  States,  comprehend* 
Vermont,      -    '  •  ■  Massachusetts, 

New-Hampshire,  Rhode  Island, 

DisTRicTof  Maine,  belonging      Connecticut. 

to  Maflachufetts.  -^  i  « 

Thefe  are  called  the  New-England  States,  and  corrprehend  that 
part  of  America,  which,  fince  the  year  1614,  has  beet;  kr^cwn  by  th« 
Dame  of  New-England.  .       . 

They2>r0«</ diviiion,  the  Middle  States^  comprehends 
New-York,  Delaware, 

New-Jersey,  TERRitoRT,  N.  W.of  Ohio. 

Pennsylvania, 

The  third  divifion,  the  Southern  States^  comprehends 
Maryland,  Territory  S.  of  Ohio, 

Virginia,  South-Carolina, 

Kentucky,      "  Georgia.  ,;   . 

North-Carolina,        .     '         •  '  , 

Of  each  of  thel'e  we  fliall  now  treat  partlculady  in  their  Of  der. 
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GENERAL    DESCRIPTION 


N. 


NEW-ENGLAND; 
Or  NORTHERN  or  EASTERN  STATES. 

SITUATION,  BOUNDARIES,  &c. 


eW'Enoland  lies  between  41  and  46  degrees  N.  Lat.  and 
between  i  degree  30  minutes,  and  8  degrees  £.  Lon.  from  Philadel- 
phia; and  is  bounded  north  by  Lower-Canada;  eaft,  by  the  province 
of  New-Brunfwick,  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean;  fouth,  by  the  fame 
ocean,  and  Long-Ifland  found;  weft,  by  the  State  of  New-York.  It 
lies  in  the  form  of  a  quarter  of  a  circle.  Its  weft  line,  beginning  at 
the  mouth  of  Byram  river,  which  empties  into  Lung-Illand  found 
at  the  fouth'weft  corner  of  Conneflicut,  lat.  41  degrees,  runs  a 
little  eaft  of  north,  until  it  flrikes  the  45th  degree  of  latitude,  and 
then  curves  to  tlie  eaftward  almofl  to  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence. 
Its  climate  is  very  healthful,  as  is  evinced  by  the  longevity  of  the  in- 
habitants; for  it  is  efiimated  that  about  one  in  feven  of  them  live  to 
the  age  of  fcventy  years ;  and  about  one  in  thirteen  or  fourteen  to 
eighty  years  and  upwards. 

North-weft,  weft,  and  fouth-weft  winds,  are  the  moft  prevalent. 
Eaft  and  north-eaft  winds,  which  are  unelaftic  and  difagreeable,  are 
frequent  at  certain  feafons  of  the  year,  particularly  in  April  and 
Klay,  on  the  fea  coafts.  The  weather  is  lefs  variable  than  in  the 
Middle  and  efpecially  the  Southern  States,  and  more  fo  than  in  Ca- 
nada.  The  extremes  of  heat  and  cold,  according  to  Fahrenheit's 
thermometer,  are  from  20"  below,  to  100°  above  o.  The  medium  is 
from  48"  to  50**.  The  inhabitants  of  New-England,  on  account  of 
tl)t  drynefs  of  their  atmofphere,  can  endure,  without  inconvenience, 
a  gesater  degree  of  heat  than  the  inhabitants  of  a  moifter  climate.  It 
is  fuppofcd  by  feme  philofophers,  that  the  difference  of  moifture 
in  the  atmofphere  in  Pennfylvania  and  New-England  is  fuch,  as  that 
a  perfon  might  bear  at  leaft  ten  degrees  of  heat  more  in  the  latter 
than  in  the  tbrmer. 

The  quantity  of  rain  which  falls  in  England  annually,  is  computed 
to  be  twenty-four  inches;  in  France  eighteen  inches,  and  in  New- 
England  from  forty-eight  to  fifty  inches;  and  yet  in  New-England 
they  fuffer  more  from  drought  than  in  either  of  the  forementioned 
countries,  although  they  have  more  than  double  the  quantity  of  rain. 
TUfcfe  fafts  evince  the  remarkable  drynefs  of  tlie  atmofphere  in  this 
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'OP   NEW-ENGLAND.      '  J 

Mftern  divifion  pf  the  United  States,  and  in  part  account  for  it! 
fingttlar  heaUhfulnefs.  Winter  commonly  commences,  in  its  fev«* 
rity,  about  the  middle  of  December— fometimea  earlier,  and  fon^r- 
timet  not  till  Chriftmas.  Cattle  are  fed  or  houfed,  in  the  northern 
parti  of  New-England,  from  about  the  aoth  of  Nov.  to  the  sttth  of 
May;  in  the  fouthern  parts  not  qtlite  fo  long.  Tliere  have  been 
frofts  in  almoft  every  month  in  the  year,  though  not  in  the  famt 
year }  but  not  very  injurious. 
The  difeafes  moft  prevalent  in  New-England  are  the  following,  vie. 

Alvine  Fluxes,  Inflammatory, 

St.  Anthony's  Fire,        Slow,  nervous,  and 

Afthma,  Mixed 

Atrophy,  Pulmonaiy  Confumption, 

Catarrh,  Qyinfy,  '    ' 

Colic,  Rheuroatifm. 

Thefe  diforden,  of  which  the  pulmonary  confumption  is  much  thil 
moft  di&ftru£tive,  are  commonly  the  cffeft  of  imprudent  expofures  t9 
cold  and  rainy  weather,  eveuin^  air,  and  the  wearing  of  damp  linen ; 
or  from  frequent  excefles  in  the  ufe  of -ftrong  liquors,  efpecially 
of  freih  diftilled  rum,  which  it)  too  many  inftances  prove  the  b?ne  Of 
morals,  and  the  ruin  of  fifimiliei.  ^ 

The  fmall  pox,  which  is  a  fpccifio,  iafefkious  difeafe,  is  not  allowed 
at  prefent  to  be  communicated  by  inoculation,  except  in  hofpitais 
erected  for  that  purpofe  in  bye  places,  and  in  cafes  where  there  is  4 
probability  of  a  general  fpread  of  the  infeftion  in  a  town.  Nor  is 
this  difeafe  permitted  to  be  communicated  generally  by  inoculation, 
in  any  of  the  United  States,  except  New-York,  Newjerfey,  Fenniyl- 
vania,  Delaware,  and  South-Carolina. 

In  populous  towns,  the  prevalent  difeafes  are  more  numerous  and 
complicated,  owing  to  want  of  frefli  air  and  exercife,  and  to  luxuriout 
aud  falhionable  living,  ^ 

Dr.  Foulke*  has  obferved,  that  *'  In  other  countries,  meti  vtt 
divided  according  to  theii'  wealth  or  indigence,  into  thre?  claffes ; 
the  OPULENT,  the  middling,  and  the  poor  ;  the  idlenefs,  luxuries, 
and  debaucheries  of  the  firft,  and  the  mifery  and  too  frequent  ini* 
temperance  of  the  laft,  deftroy  the  greater  proportion  of  thefe  two* 
The  intermediate  clafs  is  beiow  thofe  indulgencies  which  prove  fatil 

*  In  a  difcourfe  which  be  lately  read  before  the  Ameriaan^PhUofopblcal  Society, 
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4  GENERAL    DESCRIPTION 

|Q  the  rich,  and  above  thofe  fufferings  to  which  the  unfoituMte  poor 
fall  victims :  this  is  therefore  the  happieft  divifion  of  the  three. 
Of  the  rich  and  poor,  the  American  States  furnifli  a  much  fmaller 
proportion  than  any  other  diftrift  of  the  known  world.  In  Connec- 
ticut particularly,  the  diftrlbution  of  wealth  and  its  concomitants 
is  more  equal  than  elfewhere,  and,  therefore,  as  far  as  excefs  or  want 
of  wealth  may  prove  deflru£live  or  falutary  to  life,  the  inhabitantf 
of  this  State  may  plead  exemption  from  difeafes.'*  What  this  writer 
fays  of  Coonedticut  in  particular,  will,  with  very  few  exceptions, 
apply  to  New-England  at  large. 

TACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY,  MOUNTAINS,  &c. 

New-England  is  a  high,  hilly,  and  in  fome  parts  a  mountainous 
country,  formed  by  nature  to  be  inhabited  by  a  hardy  race  of  free 
independent  republicans. — The  mountains  are  comparatively  fmall, 
running  nearly  north  and  fuuth  in  ridges  parallel  to  each  other. 
Between  thefe  ridges  flow  the  great  rivers  in  majeftic  meanders,  re- 
ceiving the  innumerable  rivulets  and  larger  dreams  which  proceed 
from  the  mountains  on  each  £de.  To  a  fpe^^ator  on  the  top  of  a 
neighbouring  mountain,  the  vales  between  the  ridges,  while  in  a  (late 
of  nature,  exhibit  a  romantic  appearance.  They  feem  an  ocean  o£ 
woods,  fwelled  and  deprefled  in  its  furface  like  that  of  the  great  ocean 
itfelf.  A  richer  though  lefs  romantic  view  is  prefented,  when  the 
valleys,  by  induftrious  hufbandmen,  have  been  cleared  of  their 
natural  growth;  and  the  fruit  of  their  labour  appears  in  loaded 
orchai^s,  extenftve  meadows,  covered  with  large  herds  of  iheep  and 
neat  cattle,  and  rich  fields  of  flax,  corn,  and  the  various  kinds  of 
grain.  Thefe  valleys,  which  have  received  the  expreffive  name  of 
iHUrvalt  landsf  are  of  various  breadths,  from  two  to  twenty  miles ;  and 
by  the  annual  inundations  of  the  rivers  which  flow  through  them, 
there  is  frequently  an  accumulation  of  rich,  fat  foil,  left  upon  their 
furface  when  the  waters  retire. 

There  are  four  principal  ranges  of  mountains,  paffing  nearly  from 
north-eaft  to  fouth-weft  through  New-England.  Thefe  conflft  of  a 
multitude  of  parallel  ridges,  each  having  many  fpurs,  deviating  from 
the  courfe  of  the  general  range;  which  fpurs  are  again  broken  into 
irregular  hilly  land.  The  main  ridges  terminate,  fometimes  in  high 
blutF  heads,  near  the  fea-coaft,  and  fometimes  by  a  gradual  defcent 
in  rtie  interior  part  of  the  country.  One  of  the  main  ranges  rtins 
between  Connecticut  and  Hudfon  rivers.    This  range  brandies  and 
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hootida  the  yales  through  which  flows  the  Houfatonick  river.  The 
inoft  eaftera  ridf;e  of  this  range  terminates  in  a  bluff  head  at  Meriden; 
a  fecond  ends  in  like  manner  at  Willingford,  and  a  third  at 
New -Haven.  4n  Lyme,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  ConneAicut  river, 
another  range  of  mountains  commences,  forming  the  eaftern  boun- 
dary  of  Connecticut  vale.  This  range  tends  noitherly,  at  the  dir> 
tance,  generally,  of  about  ten  or  twelve  miles  eaft  from  the  river, 
and  palTcs  through  MaiTachufetts,  where  the  range  takes  the  name  of 
Chickabee  Mountain ;  thence  crofling  into  New-Hampftiire,  a^  the 
diftance  of  about  twenty  niiiss  from  the  Maflachufetts  line,  it  runs  up 
into  a  very  high  peak,  called  Monadnick^  which  terminates  this  ridge 
of  the  range.  A  weftern  ridge  continues,  and  in  about  latitude  43' 
so'  runs  up  into  Sunipee  mountains.  About  fifty  miles  further,  in 
Ihe  fame  ridge,  is  Moofcoog  mountain.  A  third  range  begins  near 
Stonington  in  Connecticut.  It  takes  its  courfe  north-eafterly,  and 
is  fometimes  broken  and  difcontinued ;  it  then  rifes  again,  and  ranges 
in  the  fame  diredion  into  New-Hampfliire,  where,  in-iatitude430  25', 
it  runs  up  into  a  high  peak  called  Ctrnfa-Mq/kog.  The  fourth  range 
has  a  humble  beginning  about  Hopkinton  in  MafTachufetts.  The 
ealtern  ridge  of  this  range  runs  north  by  Watertown  and  Concord, 
and  ciofles  Merrimack  river  at  Pantucket-Falls.  In  New-Hampfhire, 
it  rifes  into  feveral  high  peaks,  of  which  the  White  mountains  are  the 
principal.  From  thefe  White  mountains  a  range  continues  north- 
eaft,  crofiing  the  eaft  boundary  of  New-Hampfhire,  in  latitude 
44"  30',  and  forms  the  height  of  land  between  Kennebeck  and  Chau- 
diere  rivers.  Thefe  ranges  of  mountains  are  full  of  lakes,  ponds, 
and  fprings  of  water,  that  give  rife  to  numberlefs  flreams  of  various 
(izes,  which,  interlocking  each  other  in  every  direftion,  and  falling 
over  the  rocks  in  romantic  cafcades,  flow  meandering  into  the 
rivers  below.  No  country  on  the  globe  is  better  watered  than  New- 
England. 

On  the  fea-coaft  the  land  is  low,  and  in  many  parts  level  and  fandy. 
In  the  valleys,  between  the  forementioned  ranges  of  mountains,  the 
land  is  generally  broken,  and  in  many  places  rocky,  but  of  a  ftrong 
rich  foil,  capable  of  being  cultivated  to  good  advantage,  which  alfo  is 
the  cafe  with  many  fpots  even  on  the  tops  of  the  mountains. 

SOIL,  PRODUCTIONS,  &c. 
Tlicfoil,  as  may  be  collefted  from  what  has  been  faid,  muft  be  very 
various.     Each  traft  of  different  foil  is  diftinguiflied  by  its  peculiar 
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vegetation,  and  is  pronounced  good,  middling,  or  bad,  from  the 
fpecies  of  trees  which  it  produces ;  and  from  one  fpecies  generaliy 
predominating  in  each  foil,  has  originated  the  defcriptive  names  of 
oak  land,  birch,  beech,  and  chefnut  lands,  pine,  banfen,  maple,  a(h, 
and  cedar  fwamps,  as  each  fpecies  happens  to  predominate.  Inter« 
mingled  with  thofe  predominating  fpecies  are  walnut,  firs,  elm,  hem> 
lock,  magnolia,  moofe  wood,  faiTafras,  &c.  &c.  The  beft  lands  pro* 
duce  walnut  and  chefnut ;  the  next,  beech  and  oak ;  lands  of  tha 
third  quality  produce  fir  and  pitch  pine;  the  next,  whortleberry 
and  barberry  bufhes ;  and  the  pooreft  produce  nothing  but  marfliy 
imperfect  ibrubs.  Among  the  flowering  trees  and  (hrubs  in  the 
fbrefls  are  the  red-flowering  maple,  the  faflafras,  the  locuft-trec,  the 
tulip-tree,  honeyfuckle,  wild  rofe,  dogwood,  elm,  leather-tree,  laurel, 
hawthorn,  &c.  which  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  give  the  woods  a 
mofl  beautiful  appearance,  and  fill  them  with  a  delicious  fragrance. 
Among  the  fruits  which  grow  wild,  are  the  feveral  kinds  of  grapes ; 
which  are  fmall,  four,  and  thick  ikinnjd.  The  vines  on  which  they 
grow  are  very  luxuriant,  often  overfpreading  the  higheft  trees  in  the 
forefts ;  and,  without  doubt,  might  be  greatly  meliorated  by  proper 
cultivation.  Befides  thefe,  are  the  wild  cherries,  white  and  red 
mulberries,  cranberries,  walnuts,  hazelnuts,  chefnuts,  butter-nuts, 
beech-nuts,  wild  plumbs  and  pears,  whortle-berries,  bilberries,  goofe- 
berries,  flrawberries,  &c. 

The  foil  in  the  interior  country  is  calculated  for  the  culture  of 
Indian  corn,  rye,  oats,  barley,  flax,  and  hemp  (for  which  the  foil  and 
climate  are  peculiarly  proper)  buck-wheat,  beans,  peas,  ice.  In 
many  of  the  inland  parts  wheat  is  raifed  in  large  quantities ;  but  on 
the  fea-coaft  it  has  never  been  cultivated  with  fuccefs,  being  fubje£t 
to  blafls.  The  fruits  which  the  country  yields  from  culture,  are, 
apples  in  the  greateft  plenty ;  of  thefe  cyder  is  made,  which  con- 
fiitutes  the  principal  drink  of  the  inhabitants ;  alfo  pears  of  various 
forts,  quinces,  peaches,  plums,  cherries,  apricots,  &c. 

Dr.  Cutler  has  fumifhed  the  following  catalogue  of  flowering 
ihrubs  and  plants  in  New-England,  which,  from  the  attention  he 
has  paid  to  natural  hiftory,  we  have  reafon  to  rely  upon  as  accurate. 

Blue  flag,  Iris  virginica^ — Globe  Flower,  Cephalanthus  occidentalism 
— Pigeonberry,  Cijfus  ficyoidesy — Cornel,  Cornus  Canaden/tSy—hmt" 
rican  Honeyfuckle,  Azalea  vi/cofa^ — American  Tea,  Oanothus  Amt- 
ricanusy — Cherry  Honeyfuckle,  Ltnicera  diervillat — Great  Convol- 
vulus, Convohului  flrvf/{/fi,— Stag's  horn  Sumach,  I(,btu  typhinumi-^ 
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Me*Uree,^*«r»««Awi/<»M,— White  flowered  Elder,  Samhucus  nigra, 
—Red  berried  Elder,  Samhucus   Oi»a*«/r,— Meadow  Blue-belU, 
Gentiana  ciliatay — ^Lilies,  feveral  fpecies,  Liliumt — Bcthlcm  Star,  Or- 
nitbogulum  luieum^ — American   Senna,  Rhodera  CanaJenJisy — Great 
Laurel,    Kalmia    latifoUa, — Dwarf   Laurel,    Kalmia  anguftlfoUa — 
White  Pepper  Bufli,  Andromeda  arhorea^ — Bog  Evergreen,  Andromeda 
calyculata^ — Sweet  Pepper  Bufli,  Cltthra  atnifolia^ — Mountain  Laurel, 
•r  Sorbus-trce,  Sorius  aucvpora^ — Meadow  Sweet,  Spinea  falicifelia, 
—Queen  of  the  Meadows,  Spiraa  tormentofa^ — Service  Tree,  Mef- 
filus  Canadenjiiy — Wild  Rofe,  Roja   Carolina, — Superb  Rafpberry, 
Ruius  odoratusy — Baneberry,  ^<!?w>55/Va/fl,--Side-faddIe  Flower,  Sar- 
r«if*«<»/»r/«rM,— Red  Columbine,  Aquilegia  Canadenjis^ — Anemone, 
feveral  fpecies,  Anemone  hefatica^  fylveftris  et  ncmorofoy — ^Traveller's 
Joy,  Clematis  Flrginicay — Dragon's  Head,  Dracocephalum  Firginicumt 
—Snap   Dragon,    Antirrhinum  Canadcnjisy — American  Cardamine, 
Cardamtne  Firgiaicay — ^Lupin,  Lnpiuus  anguJlifolia,—Locu%  Rohinia 
p/eud-acadat—^BGich  Pea,  Pi/um  maritimum, — Pied  Pea,  Pifum  ocbruSy 
—Wood  Pea,  Orohus  fyhaticus, — Variegated  Pea,  Lathjfrus  hetero- 
phyllusy — Meadow  Sunflower,  Ageratum  ciliarey — American  Amaran- 
thus,  Gnaphalium  helian    themi/oliumy — New-England    After,  AJier 
Nova  >^»f//f««,— Smooth-leaved  Golden-rod,   SoUdago  altijfimay-^' 
New-England  Sunflower,  Hclianthus  divojicatus, — American  Pride, 
Lobelia  cardinalis^ — Ladies  Flume,  Orchis  pycodes^ — Ladies  Slipper, 
Cypripedium  cakeolus~—B\\xt  Eye,  Sijyrinchium  Bermudiauna, — Swamp 
Willow,  or  Dog-wood,  Salix  cinerea^ — ^Red-flowered  Mapje,  Ace 
ruhrum. 

New  England  is  a  fine  grazing  country ;  the  valleys  between  the 
hills  are  generally  interfered  with  brooks  of  water,  the  banks  of 
which  are  lined  with  a  traft  of  rich  meadow  or  intervale  land.  The 
high  and  rocky  ground  is,  in  many  parts,  covered  with  clover,  and 
generally  affords  the  fined  of  pafture.  It  will  not  be  a  matter  of 
wonder,  therefore,  that  New-England  boafts  of  raifing  fome  of  th« 
fincft  cattle  in  the  world ;  nor  will  flie  bfc  envied,  when  the  labour  of 
raifmg  them  is  taken  into  view.  Two  months  of  the  hotteil  feaibn 
in  the  year,  the  farmers  are  employed  in  procuring  food  for  their 
cattle,  and  the  cold  winter  is  fpent  in  dealing  it  out  to  them.  The 
picafure  and  profit  of  doing  this  is,  however,  a  fatisfying  compenfa- 
tion  to  the  honeft  and  induftrious  farmer.  Butter  and  cheefe  are 
made  for  exportation  ;  and  confiderable  attention  has  lately  been  paid 
to  the  railing  of  flieep. 

RIVERS. 
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RIVERS. 

The  principal  rivers  in  New-England  are  Fenobfcot,  KennebeclCy 
Androfcoggin,  or  Amerifcoggin,  Saco,  Merrimack,  Pifcataqua, 
and  Connedicut,  befides  many  fmaller  ones,  which  we  fliall  notice 
when  treating  of  the  different  States. 

PENOBSCOT. 

This  river  has  its  fource  in  the  diftrift  of  Maine,  a  fhort  diflance 
weft  of  Union  river  on  the  high  lands ;  it  rifes  in  two  branches,  run- 
ning  for  a  confiderabie  diilance,  and  then  uniting  in  one  noble  and 
niajeftic  ftream.  Between  the  fource  of  the  weft  fork,  and  its  junc- 
tion with  the  eaft,  is  Moofehead  lake,  thirty  or  forty  miles  long« 
and  fifteen  wide.  The  eaftern  branch  paiTes  through  feveral  fmaller 
lakes.  From  The  Feris^  as  they  are  called,  the  Fenobfcot  Indians 
pafs  to  Canada,  up  either  branch,  principally  the  weft,  the  fource  of 
which  they  fay  is  not  more  than  twenty  miles  from  the  waters  that 
empty  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence.  At  the  Forks  is  a  remarkable 
high  mountain.  From  the  Forks  down  to  Indian  Old  Town,  fitua- 
ted  on  an  ifland  in  this  river,  is  about  fixty  miles,  forty  qf  which  the 
water  flows  in  a  ilill,  fmooth  ftresm,  and  in  the  whole  diftance  there 
are  no  falls  to  interrupt  the  pafling  of  boats.  In  this  diftanoe,  the 
river  widens,  and  embraces  a  large  number  of  fmall  iflands ;  and 
about  half  way  receives  two  confiderabie  tributary  ftreams,  one  from 
the  eaft  and  the  other  from  the  weft,  whofe  mouths  are  nearly  oppo- 
fite  to  each  other.  About  fixty  rods  below  Indian  Old  Town  are  the 
Great  Falls,  where  is  a  carrying-place  of  about  twenty  rods  ;  thence, 
twelve  miles  to  the  head  of  the  tide,  there  are  no  falls  to  obftruft 
boats.  VefleU  of  thirty  tons  come  within  a  mile  of  the  head  of  the 
tide.  Thence,  thirty-five  miles  'to  the  head  of  the  bay,  to  the  fite  of 
Old  Fort  Pownal,  the  river  is  remarkably  ftraight,  and  eafily  navir 
gated.  PaiTing  by  Majabagadufe  on  the  eaft,  feven  miles,  and  Owl's 
Head,  twenty  miles  farther,  on  the  weft,  it  enters  the  ocean  by 
Fenobfcot  Bay. 

KENNEBECK. 

This  is  one  of  the  fineft  rivers  in  this  country,  and  has  its  origin, 
like  the  former,  in  the  diftri^l  of  Maine ;  its  fources  are  two  ftreams, 
one  of  which  rifes  in  the  highlands,  a  ftiort  diftance  from  a  branch 
of  the  Chaudiere,  which  empties  into  the  St.  Lawrence^  another 
branch  rifes  in  Mo»fe  Head  lake.  In  its  courfe,  it  receives  Sandy 
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river  from  the  weft,  and  Sebafticook  and  feveral  otlien  from  the  caft| 
and  pafles  to  the  fea  by  Cape  Small  Point.    It  ii  navigable  for  veflel| 

of  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons  upwards  of  forty  milet  from  the  fjnu 

■    «;■ 

ANDR04COO0IV. 

This  river,  fometimes  called  Amerifcoggin,  properiy  fpeakbg,  b 
but  the  main  weftern  branch  of  the  Kennebeck ;  it  rifes  near  tfat 
end  of  the  dividing  line  between  New-Hamp(hire  and  the  Old  Pro> 
v;ncc  >f  >Taine.  The  lake  Umbagog,  and  feveral  fmaller  lakei^ 
flow  into  it.  Frnm  this  lake  its  courfeis  foutherly,  till  it  approachei 
near  the  White  Mountains,  from  which  it  receives  Moofe  and  Pea* 
bo-Jy  rivers,  and  then  turns  to  the  eaft,  and  fouth-eaft  through  the 

|provin<  e  of  vlaine,  in  which  courfe  it  paflfes. within  two  milet  of  the 
fei  cnai:,  and  turning  north  runs  over  Fejeplkaeg  Falls,  into  Merry 
Meeunj;  Bay,  where  it  forms  a  jundionwith  the  Kennebeck,  twenty 
miles  frum  the  fita,  and  one  hundred  and  forty-lix  from  the  fource. 

formerly,  from  this  bay  to  the  fea,  the  confluent  ftreain  was  for* 
merly  called  Saggadahock. 

lACO. 

This  river  is  one  of  the  largeft  rivers  in  the  diftri^t  of  BTew- 
iHampfliire.  The  principal  part  of  its  water  falls  in  different  Areamt 
fiom  the  White  Mountains,  which  unite  at  twelve  or  fifteen  milet 
diflance.  Its  courfe,  fomr  diftance  from  its  fource,  is  foutherly^  iC 
then  fuddenly  bends  to  the  eaft,  and  crofles  into  the  diftrift  o^ 
>  Maine,  then  makes  a  large  bend  to  the  northreaft,  eaft,  -and  fouth* 
wefl,  embracing  the  fine  town  (hip  of  Fryeburg,  in  the  county  of 
I  York.  Its  general  courfe  thence  to  the  fea  is  about  forty>five  mils* 
S.  E.  Great  and  Little  OfTapee  rivers  fall  into  it  from  the  wefl^ 
making  a  great  addition  to  the  original  ilream'.  This  river  is  navir 
gable  for  ^ips  tp  Sacq  Fglls^  about  fix  miles  from  the  fea.  ^'i 

WERRIMAC^. 

Merrimack  river  is  formed  by  the  confluence  of  Pemigewaflet 
and  Winnipifeogee  rivers ;  the  former  is  a  very  rapid  river,  and 
fpnngs  fro|ii  a  white  mountain,  wefl  of  the  noted  mountains  of  that 
name ;  and  before  its  jundtiou  with  the  Winnipifeogee  branch,  if 
receives  from  the  weft,  Baker's  river,  a  pleaf^nt  ftfeam,  forty  milei" 
in  length,  and  feveral  fmaller  ilreaq[is.  The  Winnipifeogee  branch 
rifes  from  the  lake  of  the  fame  name.  The  ilr«am  which  iOTues  from 
the  lake  is  fmall,  and  in  its  courfe  pafles  through  a  bay  twelve  miles 
■■  Vol.  II.  C  long 
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long,  Md  from  three  to  five  broad.  A  few  milet  from  iti  tiitnpte 
into  the  Pemigewaflet  U  a  place  galled  the  Werei,  remarkable  for 
the  number  of  falmon  and  ihad  which  are  there  caught.  The  river  U 
wide,  and  fo  fballow  that  the  fifbennen  turn  the  courfe  of  the  river 
in  a  ihorttime,  or  comprafi  it  into  a  narrovv  channel,  where  they  fix 
^eir  gill  nets,  and  take  the  fiib  ai  they  pafi  up  the  ftream.  After 
thf  Pemigewaflet  receives  the  waters  of  Winnipifeogee,  it  takes  the 
pameofMerrinuck;  and  after  a  courfe  of  about  ninety  miles,  firft 
in  a  foutheriy,  and  then  in  an  eafterly  diredion,  and  paffing  oyer 
Hookiet,  Amufteag,  and  Pantucket  Falls,  empties  into  the  fea  at 
Newburyport.  Fromtheweft  it  receives,  Blackwater,  Contoocook, 
PUcaUquoag,  Souhegan,  Nafhu,  and  Concord  rivers ;  from  the  eafl:; 
Bowcook,  Suncook,  Cohas,  Beaver,  Spicket,  and  Powow  rivers." 
Contoocook  heads  jiearMonadnock  mountain,  is  very  rapid,  and  ten 
or  twelve  miles  from  its  mouth  is  one  hundred  yarids  wide.  Juft  be- 
fore itf  entrance  into  the  Merriouck  it  branches  and  forms  a  beau- 
tiful iljjmd  of  five  or  fix  acres. 

I^ISCATAQjrA. 

Tbis  u  tlie  only  laige  river  whofe  whole  courfe  U  in  New>Hanpp* 
4iiil*  It*  head  ii  a  pood  in  the  N.  E.  coiner  of  the  town  of  Wake« 
feld,  and  it8*general  courfe  ^ence,  to  the  fea,  is  S.  S.  E.  about  fort^ 
Sliles.  |t  dividies  New-Hamp^ire  from  YorV-County,  in  the  dif- 
tnSk  of  Maine,  and  is  called  Salmon-fall  river,  fiom  its  head  to  the 
kfwer  faUs  at  Berwick,  where  it  aflumet  the  name  of  Newichawan- 
aoek»  whkl^  it  bears  till  it  meets  with  Cocheeo  river,  which  cornea 
from  Dofej^,  when  both  run  togetfier  in  one  channel  to  Hiltcm'a 
Boiiit,  where  tb«  weflern  branch  meets  it  From  this  junAion  to 
the  ifea,  the  river  it  To  raind  that  it  never  freezes ;  the  diftance  ii 

feven  miles,  and  the  courfe  eeneralhr  from  S.  to  S.  B.    The  weftem 

'  ' '     ■■'■    i.   ■     "  ,     '  ■    ■        I 

branch  is  formed  by  Swamfcot  river,  which  comes  from  Exeter.  Win- 
nicot  river,  which  comes  through  Greenland,  and  JLamprey  river, 
which  divides  Newmarket  from  Durham ;  ihtft  empty  into  a  bay, 
foar  miles  wide,  called  Great  Bay.  The  water  in  iu  further  pro- 
greft  is  contraded  into  a  l^er  bay,  and  then  it  receives  Oyfier  river, 
ivhich  runs  throngit  Durham  and  Back  river,  which  comes  fromi 
Dover,  and  at  length  meets  with  the  main  ftream  at  Hilton's  Point. 
The  tide  rifet  into  all  thefe  bays,  and  branches  as  fitf  as  the  lower 
Alls  in  each  river,  and  forms  a  m<^  rapid  current,  efpecially  at  the 
fcafoo  cf  the  frefhets,  whea  the  ebb  continues  about  two  hours 

longer 
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longer  than  the  flood ;  and  were  it  not  for  the  numeroM  cddief* 
formed  by  the  indeodngs  of  the  Ihorei  the  ferries  would  then  bo 
ioipalTable. 

At  the  lower  fella  in  the  feveral  branches  of  the  riirer,  are  land* 
ing  i^aces,  whence  lumber  and  other  country  produce  is  tranfported. 
and  veflels  or  boats  from  below  difcharge  their  lading ;  fo  that  in 
each  river  there  is  a  convenient  trading-place,  not  more  than  twelve 
or  fifteen  miles  diftant  from  Fortfinouth,  with  which  there  is  con* 
Iftant  communication  by  every  tide.  Thus  the  river,  from  its  form 
and  the  fituation  of  its  branches,  is  extremly  fevourable  to  the  pur* 
po'fcs  of  navigation  and  commerce. 


COKNBCTICVT. 

This  river  gives  name  to  one  of  the  five  colonies  of  this  province* 
It  rifes  in  a  fwamp  on  the  height  of  land,  in  lat.  4;.  10.  W.  long.  714 
30.  After  a  fleepy  courfc  of  eight  or  ten  miles,  it  tumbles  over  four 
f<^arate  fefls,  and  turning  weft  keeps  clofe  under  the  hills  which  fortn 
the  northern  boundaiy  of  the  vale  through  Which  it  runs.  The  Amo- 
noofuk  and  Ifntel  nvers,  two  principal  branches  of  ConneAicut  river^ 
fall  into  it  from  the  eaft,  between  the  latitudes  44^  and  4$°.  Be- 
tween the  towns  of  Walpole  on  the  eaft,  and  Weftminfter  on  the 
weft  fide  of  the  river,  are  the  great  Falls.  A  targe  rock  divides  die 
ftream  into  two  channels,  each  about  ninety  feet  wide  on  the  top  of 
the  flielving  bank.  When  the  water  is  low,  the  eaftem  channel  ap- 
pears crolTed  by  a  bar  of  folid  rock,  and  the  whole  ftream  fells  into 
the  weftern  channel,  where  comprefled  between  two  rocks  fcarcely 
thirty  feet  afunder,  it  dioots  with  amazing  rapidity  into  a  broad  baioa 
below.  Above  Deerfield  in  Maflachufetts  it  receives  Deerfield  river  from 
the  weft,  and  Miller's  river  from  the  eaft,  after  which  it  turns  wefterlyia 
a  finuous  courfe  to  Fighting  Falls,  and  a  little  after  tumbles  over  Deer- 
field Falls,  which  are  impaflable  by  boats.  At  Windfor  in  Connec- 
ticut it  receives  Farmington  river  from  the  weft;  and  at  Hartford 
meets  the  tide^  From  Hartford  it  pafTcs  on  in  a  crooked  courfe^ 
until  it .  falls  into  Long-Ifland  found,  between  Saybrook  and 
Lyme. 

The  leagth  of  this  river,  in  a  ftraight  line,  is  nearly  three  hufidred 
miles.  Its  general  courfe  is  fcvcral  degrees  weft  of  fouth.  It  ifr 
from  80  to  100  roods  wide,  130  miles  from  its  mouth.  At  iti 
mouth  is  a  bar  of  fand  which  confiderably  obftru£t8  the  navigation. 
Ten  feet  water  at  full  tides  '^  found  on  this  bar,  and  the  feme  depth 
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to  MMdIctoitf  The  diftance  of  the  bar  from  thii  place,  as  the  river 
rum,  it  thirty>fix  miles.  Above  Middleton  are  feveral  Ihoals  which 
Aretch  quite  acrofs  the  river.  Only  fix  feet  water  is  found  on  tho 
fboal  at  high  tide,  and  here  the  tide  ebbs  and  flows  but  about  eight 
inches.  About  three  miles  below  Middleton  the  river  is  contraAed 
to  about  forty  roods  in  breadth,  by  two  high  mountains.  Almoft 
every  v^here  elfe  the  banks  are  low,  and  fpread  into  fine  extenfive 
meadows.  In  thtf  ipring  floods,  which  generally  happen  in  May,  thefe 
meadows  are  covered  with  water.  At  Hartford  the  water  fometimea 
rifes  twenty  feet  above  the  common  furfoce  of  the  river,  and  having 
all  to  pafs  through  the  above-mentioned  ibrait,  it  is  fometimes  two 
or  three  weeks  before  it  returns  to  its  ufual  bed.  Thefe  floods  add 
nothing  to  the  depthof  water  on  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  river: 
this  bar  lying  too  far  off  in  the  found  to  be  affe^ed  by  them. 

On  this  boatitiful  river,  whofe  banks  are  fettled  almoll  to  its 
fource,  are  many  pleafant,  neat,  well-built  towns,  which  we  fhall 
.notice  when  treating  of  the  particular  States  on  which  they  {land. 

This  river  is  navigable  to  Hartford,  upwards  of  fifty  miles  from  its 
mouth,  and  the  produce  of  the  country  for  two  hundred  miles  above  is 
brought  thither  in  boats.  The  boats  which  are  ufed  in  this  bufinefs  are 
flat-bottomed,  long,  and  narrow,  for  the  convenience  of  going  up 
fiream,  and  of  {o  light  a  make  as  to  be  portable  in  carts.  They  are 
taken  out  of  the  river  at  three  diSerent  carrying  places,  all  of  which 
make  fifteen  miles. 

Sturgeon,  falmoil,  and  fhad,  are  caught  in  plenty  in  their  feafon, 
from  the  mouth  of  the  river  upwards,  except  (lurgeon,  which  do 
not  afcend  the  upper  falls ;  befides  a  variety  of  fmall  iiih,  f uch  as 
pike,  carp,  pearcb,  &c.  \ . 

From  this  river  are  employed  feveral  brigs  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty  tons  each,  in  the  European  trade ;  arKi  about  (ixty  or  feventy 
fail  of  from  fixty  to  one  hundred  apd  fifty  tons,  in  the  Weft-India 
trade ;  befides  a  few  fifliing  velTels,  and  forty  or  fifty  coafting  veffels. 

In  addition  to  thefe,  there  are  in  this  province  many  other  rivers, 
which,  though  inferior  in  point  of  magnitude,  yet  are  worthy  of 
notice,  as  they  afford,  in  many  inflances,  either  excellent  inland  na^ 
vigation,  or  prefent  the  means  of  improving  of  it.  As  they  add  ttf 
the  beauty  of  the  country,  and  value  of  the  foil ;  artd  as  they  furnifh 
iituations  peculiarly  delirable  for  the  ere(5ling  of  mills,  or  the  intro-' 
du^ioaof  manu£i6tures,  thefe  we  fliall  notice  when  treating  of  the 

different 
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different  States  in  which  they  principally  purfu*  their  courfc,  or  tako 
their  rife. 

POPULATION*  CHARACTER,  AND  DIVERSIONS. 

New-England  is  the  moft  populous  part  of  the  United  States.  K 
contained,  according  to  thecenfusof  1790,  one  million  nine  thoU« 
fand  five  hundred  and  twentytwo  fouls ;  its  prefcrtt  nurrtber  of  inhabi* 
tants  amounts  at  Icaft  to  one  million  three  hundred  thoti&hd.  The 
great  body  of  thefe  are  landholders  and  cultivators  of  the  foil,  and  at 
they  poflefs,  in  fee  fimple,  the  farms  which  they  cultivate,  they  are  na- 
turally ail  attached  to  their  country }  the  cultivation  of  the  foil  makei 
them  robuft  and  healthy,  and  enables  them  to  defend  it. 

New-England  may  with  propriety  be  called  a  nurlety  of  tticiJ» 
whence  arc  annually  tranfplanted,  into  other  parts  of  the  United 
States,  thoufanda  of  its  natives.  Vaft  numbers  of  them,  flnce  the 
war,  have  emigrated  into  the  northern  parts  of  New-York,  into 
Kentucky,  and  the  Weftem  Territory,  and  into  Georgia ;  and 
fome  are  fcattered  into  every  State,  and  every  tow&  of  ftote  in  the 
Union. 

The  inhabitants  of  New-England  are  almoft  Univerfally  of  Englifli 
dcfcent;  and  it  is  owing  to  this  circumftance,  and  to  the  great  and 
general  attention  that  has  been  paid  to  education,  that  the  Englifli 
language  has  been  preferved  among  thettl  fo  free  of  corruptibn. 

The  New-Englanders  ar^  generally  tall,  ftout,  and  well  built ; 
they  glory,  and  perhaps  with  juftice,  in  pofleffing  that  fpiritof  free> 
dom  which  induced  their  anceftors  to  leave  their  native  country,  to 
brave  the  dangers  of  the  ocean,  and  the  hardfhips  of  fettling  in  si 
wildcrnefs.  Their  education,  laws,  and  lituation,  ferVe  tb  jhfpire! 
them  with  high  notions  of  liberty.  Their  jealoufy  is  awakened  at 
the  firft  motion  towards  an  invafion  of  their  rights.  They  are,  in^ 
deed,  often  jealous  to  excefs ;  a  circumftance  which  is  a  fruitful 
fource  of  imaginary  grievances,  and  of  groundlefs  f\ifpicions  and 
complaints  againft  government.  But  thefe  ebullitions  of  jealouly* 
though  cenfurable,  and  produfllve  of  fome  political  evils,  ihew  that 
the  eirence  of  true  liberty  exifts  in  New-England  j  for  jealoufy  is  t 
guardian  of  liberty,  and  a  chara£teriftic  of  free  republicans.  A  chief 
foundation  of  liberty  and  equality  in  the  New-England  States  is  a  la\n^ 
by  which  intedate  eftates  defcend  to  all  the  children,  or  other  heirS)  in 
equal  proportion,  except  to  the  eldeft  fon,  who  has  two  fliares.  In 
1789,  Maflachufetts  aboliflied  this  exception.  In  confequence  of  thefe 
laws,  the  people  of  New-England  enjoy  an  equality  of  condition  un« 
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known  in  any  other  part  of  th«  world  t  and  it  ii  in  this  way  that  th* 
people  have  preferved  that  ^lappy  mediocrity  among  themfelvet» 
which,  by  inducing  economy  and  induftry,  removfi  from  theni 
temptationa  to  luxury,  and  formi  them  to  habiti  uf  fpbriety  and 
temperance.  At  the  fame  time,  their  induftry  and  frugality  exempt 
them. from  wdnt;  and  frnril  the  neceffity  of  fubmitting  to  iny  en- 
croachments on  their  liberties. 

In  New-England,  learning  is  niore  generally  diffufkl  among  alt 
ranks  of  people  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  globe ;  ari^ng  from  the 
excellent  eftablifliment  of  fchools  in  almoft  every  townihip^— Iii 
khefe  fchools,  which  are  generally  fupported  by  a  public  t«x^  and 
under  the  diredtion  of  a  fchool  committee,  are  taught  the  eltaienta 
of  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  lud  in  the  more  wealthy  towns, 
ihey  have  inthtducfed  the  higher  branches  of  grainnuiri  gco* 
graohy,  &c. 

A  very  valuable  fdurce  of  information  to  the  people  is  the  newf- 
papers,  of  which  not  lefs  than  thirty  thoufand  are  printed  every 
week  in  N^w*£ngland,  ahd  circiilated  in  almoil  every  town  and  village 
in  the  country,* 

A  perfon  of  mature  age,  who  cannot  both  read  and  write,  is 
rarely  to  ht  foutid.  By  means  of  this  general  eftablilhment  of 
fchools,  theextenfiveciixulationof  newfpapers,  and  the  confequent 
fpread  of  leaining,  every  townfliip  throughout  the  country  is  fur- 
niihed  with  men  capable  of  conduAbg  the  affairs  of  their  town  with 
judgment  and  difcretion.  Thefe  men  are  the  Channels  of  political 
informatioii  to  the  lower  dafs  of  people ;  if  fuch  a  clais  may  be  faid 
to  exift  in  New-England,  where  every  man  thinks  hithfelf  at  leaft  as 
good  as  his  neighbour,  and  believes  that  all  mankind  are,  ot  ought 
to  be,  equal.  The  people,  from  their  childhood,  form  habits  of 
canvalfing  public  affairs,  and  commence  politicians.  This  natu- 
rally leads  them  to  be  very  inquifitive.  It  is  With  knowledge  as  with 
riches,  the  tnore  a  than  has,  the  more  he  wiflies  to  obtain  j  his  de- 
lire  has  no  bounds.  This  defire  after  knowledge,  in  a  greater  or  ItA 
degree,  prevails  throughout  all  daffes  of  people  in  New-England  ; 
and  from  their  various  modes  of  exprefling  it,  fome  of  which  are 
blunt  and  familiar,  bordering  on  iinpertinence,  fiirangers  have  been 

*  According  to  an  accurate  eflitnate  lately  made,  it  appears  that  no  lels  than  fcvcnt7--> 
feven  thoufand  newfptpen  are  printed  weekly  in  the  American  States,  which,  In  a 
year,  would  amount  to  upwards  of  foiur  mUlions,  and  at  few  ceiitt  each  would  make 
oge  huaditd  and  fixty  thouliMid  doiUrs. 
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induced  to  pnention  imftrtintnt  mjnifitivene/s  n  •  diftingulfiitng  cha* 
ra^teriftic  of  the  New^Englind  people.  But  this  it  true  only  with 
regard  to  that  clafi  of  people,  who,  confined  td  domefiic  HfCi  have  not 
had  an  opportunity  ot  nvin^ing  with  the  vrorld  i  and  fnch  peopio 
are  not  peculiar  to  NjCW-EngKind ;  they  compoft  •  great  put  of  tht 
immunity  of  every  (Ute  and  country.    . 

Before  the  late  war,  which  introduced  into  New-En|;land  a  flood 
of  corruptioni)  with  many  improvements,  the  iSiihbath  wai  ob- 
iferved  with  great  iVriAnefi  j  no  unneceiTary  travelling,  no  fecular 
bufinefi,  no  vifiting,  no  diverfioni  were  permitted  on  tha^  day. 
They  cbnfidered  it  m  confecrated  to  divine  worihip^  and  were  ge- 
nerally punAual  and  ferioui  in  tliieir  attendancie  upon  it.  Their 
laws  were  ftrid  in  guarding  the  Sabbath  againift  every  innovation. 
The  fuppofed  (everity  with  wl^ich  thefe  laws  were  compofed  and 
executed,  together  with  fome  otjiertraitf  in  their  religious  charac- 
ter, have  acquired  for  the  New-En||landers,  the  luune  of  a  fiiperili- 
tious,  bigoted  people*  Biit  fupeirihtion  and  bigotry  are  fo  in- 
definite in  their  figniBcations,  and  fo  varioufly  applied  by  perfons  of 
different  principles  and  educations,  that  it  is  not  ea&'to  determine 
whether  they  ever  deferved  that  chi^vfter.  Leaving  every  peribn  to 
enjoy  hit  own  opinion  in  regard  to  this  matter,  we  only  obferve,  that, 
iince  the  war,  a  catholic  TOLtftANT  spiair,  occafioned  by  a 
fnore  eklakgid  iNTEacotxasB  with  mankind,  has  greatly  in- 
creaied,  and  is  becoming  univerfal ;  and  if  they  do  not  break  the 
proper  bound,  and  liberalize  away  all  true  religion,  they  will  conn- 
teraA  that  0ong  propenii^  in  human  nature,  which  leads  men  to 
vibrate  from  one  i^treniie  to  its  oppofite,  and  gain  the  approbation  of 
tvery  we|I-wifher'of  the  rights  of  mankind.  ' 

TheWis  one  diftinguif^ing  cbaraf^rifiic  in  the  religious  chancer 
of  this  people,  which  we  mnft  not  omit  mentioning ;  and  that  is,  the 
iLuftcmi'  0^  annualfy  celebrating  Fafts  and  Tbankfgiviogs.  In  the 
fpring,  the 'governors  of  the  |G;veral  New-England  States,  except 
^hode-Iflan^  ifl\]|^  their  proclamations,  appointing  a  day  to  be  re- 
jligioufly  obicirved  iii  fatting,  humilia^on,  and  prayer  throughout 
jtheir  refpe^i've'  States,  m  which  the  predominating  vkes,  that  par- 
itfcuWiy  caljl  for  humiliation, '  are  enumerated.  In  autumn,  after 
narveft;  that  gladfome  era  iii  the  hull^andman's  Kfe,  tlie  governors 
agaiik  iflue  their  pt(ik:laiiiation#,  appdnting  ia  day  of  public  thaokf- 
gividg,'  enunieratibg  thi  publrc  bleffings  received  in  the  courfe  of  the 
iwe^ingyear.  ' '   •  '> 
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TWi  pious  cuftom  originated  with  their  venerable  anccftors,  the 
£rft  fettlers  of  New*£ngland,  and  has  been  handed  down  through 
the  fucceffive  generations  of  their  pofterity.  A  cuftom  fo  rational, 
and  fo  happily  calculated  to  chenfli  in  the  minds  of  the  people  a 
ienfe  of  their  dependence  on  the  Great  Benefactor  of  the  world 
for  all  their  bleffings,  it  is  hoped  will  ever  be  preferved. 

The  people  of  New-England  generally  obtain  their  eftates  by  hard 
and  perfevering   labour:   they  of  confequence  know  their  value, 
«nd  fpend  with  frugality.    Yet  in  no  country  do  the  indigent  and 
unfortunate  fare  better.    Their  laws  oblige  every  town  to  provide  a 
competent  maintenance  for  their  poor,  and  the  neceilitous  flranger  is 
protected,  and  relieved  by  their  humane  bflitutions.    It  may  in 
truth  be  faid,  that  in  no  part  of  the  world  are  the  people  happier, 
better  farnifhed  with  the  neceflfaries  and  conveniencies  of  life,  or 
more  independent,  than  the  farmers  of  New-England.      As  the 
great  boc^  of  the  people  are  hardy,  independent  freeholders,  their 
manners  are,  as  they  ought  to  be,  congenial  to  their  employment, 
fiiitty   fimple,  and  unpoliftied.    Strangers  are  received  and  enter- 
tained among  them  with  a  great  deal  of  artlefs  finceriry,  and  friendly, 
nnformal  htfpitalUf,    Their  children,   thofe  imtative  tr.eatnres,   to 
whofe  education  partlcylar  attention  is  paid,  early  imbibe  the  man- 
ners and  habits  of  thofe  aroiind  them  ;  and  the  ftranger,  with  plea- 
fune,  notices  the  honeft  and  decent  refped  that  is  paid  him  by  the 
children  as  he  pafles  through  the  coujftry. 

As  the  people,  by  reprefentation,  make  their  own  laws  and  ap- 
point their  own  officers,  they  cannot  be  opprefTed ;  and  living  under 
governments  which  have  few  lucrative  places,  they  have  few  motives 
to  bribery,  corrupt  canvaflings,  or  intrigue.  Real  abilities  and  a 
moral  chara(5ter  unblemiflied  arc  the  qualifications  requifite  in  the  view 
of  moft  people,  for  officers  of  public  truft.  The  expreflion  of  a  wifti 
to  be  promoted,  is,  in  fome  parts  of  New-England,  the  djredt  way  to 
be  difappointed. 

The  inhabitants,  in  fome  parts  of  New  England,  are  generally 
fond  of  the  arts  and  fciences,  and  have  cuhivat^d  them  with  great 
fuccefs.  Their  colleges  have  floiirifhed.  The  illuftriou|  charafters 
they  have  produced,  who  have  diflinguiflied  themfelves  in  politics, 
law,  divinity,  the  mathematics,  and  philpfophy,  natural  and  ciyii 
hiflory,  and  in  the  fine  arts,  particularly  poetry,  evince  the  trutli  of 
the(e  obfervations. .. 
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The  women  ih  NewEngland  gehenlly  have  £dr,  'fr«fl% .  t|a4 
healthful  countenances,  mingled  rvith  much  feniale  foftncfa  ao!^  idcf* 
Ucacy.  Thole  who  have  had  the  advantages  of.agood.educadoo^ 
mud  they  art  numerous^  are  genteel,  cafy,  .and  ag|%^le  in  (heir  man* 
ners,  and  are  fprighdy  and  fenfible  in  thrir  coaveria^oni.,  They -aft 
early  taught  to  manage  domeftic  concema  with  neatnqfft  and  «conQ^y» 
Women  pf  the  firft  rank  and  fortune  make  it  a  part  of  th^ir^aily4>iti* 
nels  to  fuperintend  the  affairs  of  the  family.  Employment  at  ^necdl(b 
cookery,. ^(id  at  the  fpinning  wheel,  with  them  is  honourable.  Idl^; 
nefsy  even  in  thufe  of  independent  fortunes,  it  utuver£dly  difr^m^ 
table.  The  women  in  country  towns  manufa£hue  the  greateitparc 
of  the  cloathing  of  their  families.  Their  linen  and  wooUeii  doth* 
are  firong  and  decent.  Their  butter  and  cheefe  is  not  inferior  toan/ 
in  the  world.  ^ 

Dancing  is  the  principal  and  favourite  amufonent  in  New-Eng>" 
land ;  and  of  this  the  young  people  of  both  fexes  are  extremely  fond. 
GanTiing  is  pra£kifed  by  none  but  thofe  who  cannot,  or  .rather  will 
not,  find  ^  reputable  employment.  The  gamejler^  the  iorfe  jacktyf 
and  the  iHavti  ^i^  eqyally  defpifed,  and  their  company  is  avoided 
by  all  who  would  fufhiin  fair  and  irreproachable  characters.       .  .     . 

The  athletic  and  healthy  diveriions  of  cricket,  foot  ball/ quoits, 
wreliling,  juniping,  bopping,  foot  races,  and  prifon  barsiii  are  uni- 
verfally  pradifed  in  the  country,  and  fome  of  them  in  the  moil  po^ 
pulous  places,  and  by  people  of  alnioil  all  ranks. 

Squirrel-hunting  is  a  iioted  diverfion  in  country  places,  where  this 
kind  of  game  is  plenty :  fome  divert  themfelves  with  fox-hunting,  and 
others  with  the  more  profitable  fportsoffiiliing  and  duck-hunting;  and 
in  the  frontier  fettlements  where  deer  and  fur  game  abound,  the  inha- 
bitants make  a  lucrative  fport  of  hunting  them.  In  the  winter 
feafon,  while  the  ground  is  covered  with  fnow,  which  is  commonly 
two  or  three  montl;s,  fleighing  is  the  general  diverfion.  A  great 
part  of  the  families  throughout  the  country  are  furniflied  with  horfas 
and  fleighs. 

HISTORY  OF   ITS   SETTLEMENT,  &c. 

New-England  was  difcovered  in  the  beginning  of  the  laft  century, 
flnd  called  North- Virginia ;  the  firft  European  fettlement  was  formed 
in  X 608 ;  this  firft  colony,  vyhi<;h  was  weak  and  ill-direaed,  did  not 
•fucceed,  and  for  fome  tin>e  after  there  were  only  a  few  adventurers  who 
went  over  at  times  in  the  fumroer,  built  themfelves  temporary  huts 
'for  the  purpofeof-trading  with  the  favages,  and,  like  them,  difap- 

Ve(.  II,  -  .]^.,      .  peared 
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^MTe^  tfgaiit  l»r  the  reft  of  the  yeac;  but  fanaticifffi,  which  KW 
dfcfM>]^ttfotfd  America  in  the  South,  was  deftined  to  re-people  it  in 
ifte  North*  New^EOj^aad' vwes  its  regular  fettlement.toreligtou* 
perftctttion.  Soon  after  the  conrnwHCcmetit  of  the  reformation  m> 
England,*  wVkh  Wft»-f)6t  until  the  year  1(34,  the  Proteftant^  were 
divided  into  twcr  parties/' one  the  followers  of  Luther,  and  tltc 
ethiir  of  CaWio.'  The  fbrrner  had  chofen  graduaUy,  and  almoft  im- 
peixeptibfy,  to  iccede  from  the  Church  of  Rome ;  while  the  latter; 
njore  zealous,  and  convinced  of  the  iniportancc  of  a  thorough  re- 
fbtttation^  and-  at  the  fame  time  poiTei&ng  much  firmnefs  and  high 
notions  of  refigious  liberQr,  was  for  eflfeditiffg  a  thorough  change 
at  once.  Their  eortfequent  endeavours  to  expunge  ftum  the  church 
all  the  inventions  which  had'  been  brought  into  it  finee  the  days  of 
the  ApoftkiS  and  ta  introduce  **  Scripture  p\trity,"  obtained  foi' 
them  the  name  of  PvitiTANs. 

A  number  of  ihcie  people,  upon  the  borders  of  Nottinghamlhiref 
Lincobtfliirt,  and  Yorkfltii^,  having  fuffered  perfccution  patiently 
fot  year%  and  fetrchcd  tke  Scriptures  diligiently,  were  at  length  fully 
of  opinion,  that  the  eeremtniet  of  the  Englifh  church  were  unlavo/ul; 
that  the  lordly  power  of  hrr  prelates  was  contrary  to  the  fretdom  of 
the  gofpel ;  and  1^  her  offices,  courts,  and  canons,  had  no  warrant 
m  the  w«rd  of  God,  They  determined,  therefore,  to  fliake  off 
human  impofitiona,  brought  into  the  church  againft  the  fuperiof 
}aw  of  Chrift,  the  genius  of  hia  plain  religion  and  Chriftian  liberty. 
They  refolvcdi  as  the  Lord's  free  people,  **  to  join  tbtm/thmf  hy  covenant 
•*  inl0  a  church  Jhte ;  anJ^  agreeably  to  frefent  or  future  iaowMget 
"  to  walk  in  all  the  moay*  ofGody  atcoriing  to  their  htjl  ahilitieifivbat* 
*♦  ever  it  cofl  t/jtm"-f 

The  ftfitinbly,  owing  to  the  diftance  pf  habitations,  was  obliged 
fo  form  itfelf  into  two  diftin^t  religious  focieties;  the  one,  with 
which  is  onr  concern,  foon  had  for  its  paftor  the  fkmous  Mr.  John 
Robinfon.  The  church  kept  together  about  a  year ;  but  being  ex- 
tremely haraflTed  by  i)erfecution,  concluded  upon  removing  to  Hol- 
land. The  pious  refugees  repaireii  to  and  fettled  at  Am<ierdam  ;  but 
after  a  while  removed  to  Leydcii;  where  tliey  were  highly  re- 
fpedted,  and  would  have  been  allowed  fome  public  favour,  had  it 
not  been  for  fear  of  offefiding  England*    By  hard  and  continued  la- 

bour 

--*  Such  wts  tite  npKi  growth  of  the  Pra«eftant  int«reft,  thtt  in  1563,  oitly  fony-fik 
^ftpisirfnr  the^waincnceincnt  of  the  Kfonoatioa  by  Liitheri  tbfre  were  io  Frann  afauw 
4v»<tloufandonc  hundred  and  fifty  iflembli^  of  Proteftants.  ;      ,.    ' 

"''  f  Prince's  New-England  Chronology,  Part  I.  p.  4. 


•  OF   1«EW    EK€J.AMO«  l^ 

hour  tbcy  abtained  a  livings   The  Dutch  employed  them  be£oit 

«thers,  Ant  their  boneft  and  exemplary  behaviour,  and  readily  trulMi 

them  whep  ii|  want  of  money.    Matters,  however^  vrare  not  ultci- 

gether  to  their  mind ;.  and  ibme  of  Che  moft  fipfible  in  1617  began 

to  think  of  another  removal.    It  was  imagined,  that  if  m  better  and 

eafier  place  of  living  could  be  had,  niunbere  would  joi|i  them.    Tho 

morals  of  the  Dutch  were  too  diflplute,  and  they  were  afraid  that 

fheir  offspring  would-  become. irreligious.    Befide,  they  had  an  ar- 

dent,  noble,  and  godly  deiire,  of  laying  a  fbundatioa  for  ipreading 

:  the  religion  of  Jefus  over  the  remote  regions  of  the  earthy  and  of 

I  handing  down  to  future  ages,  what  they  thought  to.  be  the  pure  and 

^unadulterated  worfliip  of  the  great  Jehov am.    They  there&re  di* 

reded  their  views  to  America.    To  thofe  who  obje^ted^-^he  length 

and  danger  of  the  voytsge,  the  difficulties  and  calamities  to  Mrlucl^ 

llhey  (hould  be  expofed,  the  barbarities  and  treacheries  of  the  Ia> 

[liians,  and  their  inability  CD  fupport  the  expenoe"-*-!;  was  aitfwered| 

The  difficulties  are  not  invincible,  and  may  be  overcome  by  ^QTr 

[litude  and  patience;  the  ends  propoied  are  good  and  honoon^je  | 

!  <he  calling  .lawful  and ,  urgent ;  the  bleffing  of  God  may  therefor^r*. 

\  be  expe£ted.    We  live  but  as  exiles  now,  and  are  in  a  poor  coodi» 

Ition*    The  truce  with  the  Spaniards  is  haftening  to  a  dofe^    No* 

ling  but  preparations  for  war  are  going  forward.    The, Spaniards 

1^  be  as  cruel  as  the  favages ;  and  &mine  and  pieftilence  tpay  be  a| 

>re  in  Holland  as  in  .'America." 

After  ferious  and  folemn  application  to  God  for  dlrefiion,  they 
concluded  on  carrying  the  propolal  of  croffing  the  Atlantic  into  exe- 
cution, intending  to  live  in  a  diftin£k  body  by  themfelves,  under 
the  general  government  of  the  Virginia  Company,  and  to  fue  to  his 
majefly,  King  James,  fox  fkU  Uberty  and  fretdom  of  confcUnce* 

The  Virginia  Company  granted  them  a  patent,  with  as  ampl^ 
privileges  as  they  could }  but,  notwithfianding  the  great  intcreh 
made  by  gentlemen  of  the  firft  charader,  and  by  the  chief  fecretary 
of  fiate,  the  king  and  bishops  refufed  to  allow  the  refugees,  thoiigh 
at  the  diftance  of  thrqe  thoufand  miles,  liberty  of  confcience  under 
the  royal  feal,  All.  they  could  obtain  from  his  majefty,  was  a  pro* 
mife  that  he  would  connive  at,  and  not  moleft  thep,  provided  they 
carnied  themfelves  peaceably  }  but  he  would .  not  tolerate  them  hy 
J)i«  p<lbUc  authority.  Upon  this  oceafion  it  was  wifely  obferved, 
'Mf  his.majefiy*s  promife  it  ao  iiscurity,  a  further  confirmation 
will  be  of  little  value;  though  it  has  a  feal  abroad  as^thehov^ 

Dt  '  -    ,  fioor, 
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iteor,  It  Will  not  ferve  the  turn,  for  there  will  be  rtieans-'enow 
tbtmd,  when  wanted,  to  recall  or  reverfe  it ;  and  we  muft  reft 
herein  on  God'i  Providence."  This  rcafoning,  and  the  hope  of 
being  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  ecclefiaftical  courts,  pirevailed. 
Thejr  refolved  to  venture;  and,  after  long  attendance,  rouchcoft 
and  labour,  obtained  a  patent. 

'  They  agreed,  that  the  minor  part  of  younger  and  ftronger  men, 
With  Mr.  Brewfter,  an  elder  of  the  church,  fliould  go  firtt,  and 
that  their  paftor,  Mr.^Robinfon,  (hould  remain  behind  with  the  ma- 
jority, for  a  future  favourable  opportunity. 
•  The  colony  deftined  for  America  failed  from  Delft-Haven  for 
Southampton  on  the  2zd  of  July,  1620,  and  there  met  a  fliip,  having 
^me  Etglilh  friends  on  board,  who  propofed  removing  with  them. 
fioth  veiSeis  proceeded  to  fea,  but  returned  twice  into  port,  on  ac- 
tount  of  defeds  in  the  one  from  Delft,  which  wa3  difmiiTed. 
Pari  of  the  company  returned  to  London,  the  remainder  betook 
themfelvies  to  the  iliip,  and  failed  from  Plymouth  the  6th  of  Sep- 
tember* After  many  delays,  difficulties,  and  dangers,  they  made 
Cape  Cod  at  break  of  day  on  the  9th  of  November,  and  entered  the 
harbour  on  the  I  oth. 

j^^'  'It  was  their  intention  to  have  fettled  at  the  mouth  of  Hudfon's 
iiver;  but  the  Dutch,  intending  to  plant  a  colony  there  of  their 
own;  privately  hired  the  mafter  of  the  (hip  to  contrive  delays  in 
England,  and  then  to  condudt  them  to  thefe  northern  coalb,  and 
there,  under  pretence  of  fiioala  and  winter,  to  difcourage  them  from 
venturing  to  the  place  of  deftination.  This  is  confidently  aflerted 
by  the  hlftorians  of  that  time.  Although  Cape  Cod  Harbour  was 
good,  the  country  around  was  fandy  and  barren.  Thefe  were  dif- 
couraging  circumftances ;  but  the  feafon  being  far  advanced,  they 
pnidently  determined  to  make  the  beil  of  their  prefent  fituation. 

As  they  were  not  within  the  limits  of  their  patent,  and  con- 
fequently  not  under  the  jurifdidlion  of  the  Virginia  Company, 
they  concluded  it  neceflary  to  eftablilh  a  feparate  government 
for  themfelves.  Accordingly,  before  they  landed,  having  de- 
voutly given  thanks  to  God  fur  their  fafe  anrival,  they  formed 
themfelves  into  a  body  politic,  by  nfolemn  central,  to  which  they  all 
fubfcribed,  thereby  making  it  the  bafis  of  their  government.  They 
chofe  Mr.  John  Carver,  a  gentleman  of  piety  and  approved  abili- 
ties, to  be  their  governor  for  the  firft  year.  This  was  on  the  1  ith 
of  November,  1620,  ,     - 

-  '  Their 
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■  Their  next  objcA  wai  to  fix  on  a  convenient  place  for  fettlenient* 
In  doing  this  they  were  obliged  to  encounter  numerous  difficulties, 
and  to  futfer  incredible  hardfliips.  Many  of  them  were  fick  in  con* 
fequence  of  the  fatigues  of  a  loftg  voyage ;  their  provifiuns  weie 
bad the  feafon  was  uncommonly  cold — the  Indians,  though  after- 
wards friendly,  were  now  hoftile — and  they  were  unacquainted  with 
the  coaft.  Thefe  diflBculties  they  furmounted^  and  onthe3ifiof 
December  they  were  all  fafely  landed  at  a  place,  which,  in  grateful 
commemoration  of  Plymouth  in  England,  the  town  which  they  laft 
left  in  their  native  land,  they  called  Plymouth.  This  is  the  firft 
Englifli  town  that  was  fettled  in  New-England. 

In  fome  of  their  excurfions  in  fearch  of  a  fuitable  place  for  fet* 
tlement,  they  found  buried  feveral  balkets  of  Indian  com,  to  the 
flro9unt  of  ten  buihels,  which  fortunately  ferved  them  for  planting 
the  next  fpring,  and  perhaps  was  the  means  of  preferving  them  from 
pcrilhing  with  hunger.  They  made  diligent  inquiry  for  the  owners, 
whom  they  found,  and  afterwards  paid  the  full  value  of  the  com. 

Before  the  end  of  November,  Sufanna,  the  Wife  of  William 
White,  was  delivered  of  a  fon,  whom  they  called  Peregrine  j  he  is 
fuppofed  to  have  been  the  firft  child  of  European  extraction  bora  ia 
New-England. 

The  whole  company  that  landed  confifled  of  but  one  hundred 
and  one  fouls ;   their  iituation  was  diftreffing,  and  their  profpeft 
tinly  difmal  and  difcouraging.    Their  neareft  neighbours,  except  the 
natives,  were  a  French  fettiement  at  Port  Royal,  and  one  of  the 
Englifli  at  Virginia.    The  neaAft  of  thefe  was  five  hundred  miles 
from  th(;rn,  and  utterly  incapable  of  affording  them  relief  in  a  time 
of  famine  or  danger.    Wherever  they  turned  their  eyes,  diflreft 
was  before  them.    Perfecuted  for  religion  in  their  native  land—* 
grieved  for  the  profanation  of  the  Sabbath,  and  other  licentioufnefs 
in  Holland— fatigued  by  their  long  and  boifterous  voyage— difap- 
pointed  through  the  treachery  of  their  commander  of  their  expefbed 
eoiutry — forced  on  a  dangerous  and  unknown  fliore,  in  the  advance 
of  a  cold  winter — ^furrounded  by  hoftile  barbarians,  without  any 
hope  of  human  fuccour— denied  the  aid  or  favour  of  the  court  of 
England— without  a  public  promife  of  a  peaceable  enjoyment  of 
their  religious  liberties — ^worn  out  with  toil  and  fufferings,    and 
without  convenient  Ihelter  from  the  rigours  of  the  weather.— 
Such  were  the  profpeds,  and  fuch  the  fituation  of  thefe  pioi^  foil- 
tary  Chf  iftiaos ;  and,  to  add  to  their  diftrefleS)  a  general  and  very 
*■-?*  .  mortal 
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mortal  ficknefs  prmukd  anong  thenit  which  fvept  off  fbrty.fix  of 
|beir  nwMbcr  before  the  opebiog  of  the  next  fpring.  To  fupport 
.  ibttm  nudor  thefe  triula,  they  bad  need  of  all  the  aids  and  cooafam 
vhkh  Chriftianitjr  affords ;  and  thde  were  iitfficieiit*  The  free  and 
unmolefied  enjoyment  of  thdr  religion  reooncHed  them  to  their 
liumble  and  lonely  fituation— they  bore  their  hardfhips  with  unex> 
empled  patience,  and  peribvered  in  their  pilgrimagr  of  almoft -un- 
paralleled trials,  with  fuch  refignation  and  calmnefs,a8  gave  proof  of 
great  piety  and  tmconquerable  virtue. 

It  would  have  been  aftonifiiing,  had  not  thcfe  planters  carried 
vith  them  ojnnions  favourable  to  liberty.  The  arbitrary  proceedings 
of  Elizabeth  and  Janies  produced  a  fpirit  of  inquiry,  and  induced 
the  foffercrs  and  others  toeanvafs  the  equity  of  thofb  powers  which 
were  fo  inopnoperly  exerciied.  When  the  film  of  prejudice  was  re- 
moved, it  was  eafy  to  difcern  that  tyranny,  whether  in  c^nr^  or 
J^Mtf  eottid  not  be  vindicated  by  reaibn  or.  revelation ;  and  that 
Hcaven^s  permitting  it,  was  uo  more  a  countenance  to  that  than  any 
Athcr  wickedncfs.  fiefide,  the  Plymouthians  bad  lived  for  years 
among  a  })eople,  who  had  been  engaged  in  a  bloody  war  with  a  cruel 
Amrclenting  tyrant,  whofe  fovereignty  they  had  renounced.  The 
frequent  converfation  that  muft  have  pafled  between  the  Dutch  and 
Englifii  refugees,  muft  have  improved  the  attachment  of  the  laft 
to  die  caufe  of  freedom.  It  might  alfo  have  been  hinted  to  them, 
that  it  began  to  be  the  ientimcnt  of  fome  Engltili  nobles  and  princi- 
pal commoners,  that  in  cafe  of  a  removal  to  America,  pe^fons, 
without  any  charter  from  the  clbwn,  wet'e  at  liberty  to  eftablifli 
what  form  of  government  they  pleafed,  and  tofet  iip^a  newilate, 
as  fully,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  as  though  they  were  making 
their  firfi  entrance  into  civil  fociety.  . 

1  No  wonder  then,  efpecially  confidering  the  general  equality  pre* 
■mUing  among  them,  that  the  Plymouthians,  by  their  contract  before 
landing,  formed  themfelves  mio  ^  prt^r  Jtmocrficy;  and  tliit  it  was 
entered  in  the  Plymouth  recotds  of  1656,  *'  Finding,  that  as  free- 
born  fubje£ls  of  the  ftate  of  England,  we  hither  came  with  all  <nd 
fingular  the  privileges  belonging  to  fuch ;  in  t^>s  ilri.  place  we  thiuk 
good,  that  it  be  eftablilhed  for  an  a£t,  that,  according  to  the  rights, 
fmfpcfed  t0  be  tnjaniingy  and  due  privileges  of  the  ftibjeAs  aforefaid, 
no  impofirtion,  law,  or  ordinance,  be  nude  or  impofed  upon  us  at 
prefent,  or  to  come;  but  fuch  as  fhalt  be  nuule  and  impofed  by 
confent,  according  to  the  &ec  liberties  of  free>born  fubje£ts  of  the 

ftat« 
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Ante  and  kingdom  of  England,  and  no  otherwiie."  Thejr  mettnt  to  ooh^ 
tinue  their  allegiance  to  the  crown — to  retain  their  conneOioa  with  the 
mother  country— to  adopt  the  general  laws  of  Englnd  for  the  rule 
ef  government,  wherein  they  fuited— and  to, be  gerremed  faf  thdif 
own  particular  afts  in  other  inftance«,         ■.<■'■'  '  * 

A  better  fet  of  emigrants  ntrer  eroded  the  Atlantic ;  "  they  were 
a  plain,  frugal,  induftrious,  confcienttous,  and  loving  people  j  ancft 
for  the  day  in  which  they  lived,  and  confiderihg  their  education,- 
poflefled  a  good  fhare  of  politenefa.  The  important  l?ght  in  which 
they  viewed  morality,  led  them,  in  many  inftances,  to  fuch^critical 
exad^nefs,  as  would  be  deemed  by  the  moderns  ridiculous ;  front 
thencev  however,  the  doromunity  derived  fubftantial  benefits.  Tbej 
have  bean  ftigmatifed  as  enthuflafts,  but  nothing  like  enthufiafm  i« 
to  be  met  with  in  the  records  of  any  of  their  tranfadions,  either 
civil  or  ecclefiafttc.  Their  piety  indeed  was  eminent  and  fervent, 
but  it  was  alfo  rational  and  their  religion  was  that  of  the  Bible,  and 
had  a  proper  influence  upon  their  condufl/* 

On  the  3d  of  November,  1620,  King  James  figned  a  patent,  in^ 
corporating  the  Duke  of  Lenox,  the  Marquiiies  of  Buckingham  and 
Hamilton,  the  Earls  of  Arundel  and  Warwick,  Sir  Francis  Gorges, 
with  thirty-four  others,  and  their  fucceflbrs,  fliling  them,  *  The 
council  eftablilhed  in  Plymouth,  m  the  county  of  Devon,  for  the 
planting,  ruling,  ordering,  and  governing  of  Ncw>£ngland  in  Ame- 
rica.' To  this  council  he  granted  all  that  part  of  America  which  lies 
between  the  40th  and  48th  degrees  of  north  latitude.  This  patent 
is  the  great  ehfil  bajii  of  all  the  grants  and  patents  by  which  New- 
England  was  afterwards  divided.  This  council  retained  the  power 
vefted  in  them  by  the  crown  until  the  year  1635,  when  they  rcfigned 
their  charter. 

In  March,  i6zi,  Mafaflbit,*  one  of  the  moft  poarerful  Saga- 
mores of  the  neighbouring  Indians,  \(fith  fixty  attendants,  made  a 
vifit  to  the  Plymouth  fettlers,  and  entered  into  a  formal  and  very 
friendly  treaty  with  them,,  wherein  they  agreed  to' avoid  injuries  oh 
both  fides — ^to  puniflt  offenders — to  reftore  ftokn  goods— to  affift 
each  other  in  all  jufiifiable  wars—- to  promote  peace  among  thdif 
neighbours,  &c.— Mafaflbit  and  his  fucceflbrs,  for  -fifty  yean^  in- 
violably obfcrVW  thi»  treaty.    The  EngliAi  are  much  indebted  to 


*  The  feat  of  MiflJRk  W«  »t  Phkaaokit,  en  Namaiket  river,  wl\idh  empiiei  ini 
KatniMfct  6>y<  -"' 
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kirn  for  lus^  friendfiiipt  and  hismetnory  will  ever  be  refpeaedui 
New-£ogIai|d*  v 

The  N^rraganfetSy  difliking  the  coaduft  of  Mafairoit,  declared 
var  againft  him^  which  bccafioned  much  confufion  and  lighting 
among  the  Indians.  The  Plymouth  colony  intcrpofed  in  favour  o£ 
Ma&flbit,  their  good  ally*  and  terminated  the  difpute,  to  the  tenor 
•f  their  enemies :  even  Canonlcus  himfelf^  the  terrific  Sachem  of 
the  NarraganfeU»  (ued  for  peace. 

The  prudent,  friendly,  and  upright  condu£l  of  the  Plymouth  co- 
lony  towards  their  neighbours,  the  Indians,  lecured  their  frieminiip 
and  alliance.  On  the  13th  of  September,  1621,  nolefsthan  nine 
Sachems  declared  allegiance  to  King  James ;  and  Mafaflbit,  with 
many  of  his  Sub-Sachems,  who  lived  around  the  bays  of  PatuxcQt 
and  Maflachufetts,  fubfcribed  a  writing,  acknowledging  the  King  of 
England  tlieir  mafter.  Thefe  ti  anfa£tions  are  fo  many  proofs  of  the 
peaceful  and  benevolent  difpofition  of  the  Plymouth  fettlers ;  for 
had  they  been  otberwife  difpofed,  they  never  could  have  introduced 
and  maintained  a  friendly  intercourfe  with  the  natives. 

On  tlie  loth  of  September  this  year,  the  king  granted  to  Sir  Wil* 
liam  Alexander  a  patent  of  ail  the  tra£fc  of  country  bounded  by  a 
line  drawn  from  Cape  Sables  to  the  Bay  of  St.  Mary ;  thence  to 
the  river  St.  Croix ;  thence  north  to  Canada  river ;  down  the  river 
Gachepe ;  thence  fouth-eail  to  Cape  Breton  ifland  and  Cape  Breton ; 
thence  round  to  Cape  Sables ;  with  all  feas  and  iflands  within  fix 
leagues  of  the  weftern  and  eaftern  parts,  and  within  forty  leagues 
Southward  of  Cape  Breton  and  Cape  Sables ;  to  be  called  Nova 
Scotia. 

This  year,  1622,  died  Squanto,  the  friend  of  the  Englifli,  who 
merits  to  have  his  name  perpetuated  ip  hidory.  Squanto  was  one 
of  the  twenty  Indians  whom  Hunt  perfidioufly  carried  to  Spain ; 
wlience  he  came  to  London,  and  afterwards  returned  to  his  native 
country  with  the  Plymouth  colony.  Forgetting  the  perfidy  of  thofe 
who  made  him  a  captive,  he  became  a  warm  friepd  to  the  Englifli, 
and  continued  fo  to  the  day  of  his  death.  A  few  days  before  he  died, 
he  defired  the  governor  to  pray  that  he  might  go  tp  the  Englifhman's 
God  in  heaven.  .-...  .-.  ^rTijoji-i^^ji rt 

In  March,  1624,  Mr.  Wipflow,  agent  for  the-cplpt^,  arrived* 

and,  together  with  a  good  fupply  of  cloathing,  brought  a  hull  and 

thrtt  4e/y*rx,  which  were  the  firft  cattle  of  the- kind  in  this  part  of 

America,    From  thefe,  and  others  that  were  afterw^irds  brought 
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^ver  frbm  England,  fprang  the  prefent  multitude  of  cattle  in  the 
northern  dates.  None  of  the  domeftic  animals  were  found  in  Ame- 
rica by  the  firft  European  fettlcts. 

At  the  clofe  of  this  year,  16244  the  plantation  at  New-Plymouth 
confifted  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  perfons,  who  lived  in  thirty-two 
dwelling  hcufes.  Their  ftock  was  a  few  cattle  and  goats,  and  a 
plenty  of  fwine  and  poultry.  Their  town  was  impaled  about  half  a 
mile  in  compafs.  On  a  high  mount  in  the  town  they  had  erected  a 
fort  of  wood,  lime,  and  ftone,  and  a  handfome  watch  tower. 

The  year  1625  is  diftinguiflied  by  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Mr.Ro' 
binfon  ;  he  died  at  Leyden  in  March,  in  the  fiftieth  year  of  hit  age. 
He  was  truly  a  great  and  good  man,  and  lived  in  great  love  and  h&r- 
mony  with  his  people ;  he  was  held  in  high  eftimation  by  all  his 
acquaintance,  for  his  learning,  piety,  moderation,  and  excellent  ac- 
complifhments.  -His  death  was  lamented  as  a  public  lofs,  and  felt 
by  none  more  than  by  his  beloved  and  £»r-diftant  people  at  Ply- 
mouth. His  fon  Ifaac  went  over  to  Plymcfuth,  where  he  lived  to  the 
age  of  ninety  years.  His  defcendants  Hill  live  in  Barnftable  county) 
in  Maflachufetts. 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Robinfon,  the  remaining  part  of  his  coo^ 
gregation  were  eXtreitnely  defirous  of  going  over  to  theif  friends  at 
Plymouth,  and  meafurei  were  taken  for  the  purpcife ;  yet  it  was  not 
until  the  year  1629  that  they  effected  their  defign. 

The  PfymoMt/'jiant  having  cleared  the  way  for  other  fufferersto  fettle 
in  America,  with  lefs  difficulty  and  danger  than  what  they  had 
experienced ;  the  fame  of  their  plantation  fpreading  through  thi 
weftem  parts  of  England,  and  the  government  in  church  and  ftate 
growing  more  and  more  oppreffive ;  the  territory  of  the  Maflachu- 
fetts-Bay  was  purchafed  Of  the  Plymouth-Coundl,  in  the  year  i6z8» 
4nd  a  company  foon  formed,  who  confuJt^  on  fettling  a  plantation, 
to  which  non-confbrming  puritans  might  iemigrate  in  order  to  enjoy 
their  own  principles  in  full  fecurity.  Their  fufferings  had  been 
moderated  for  a  few  years  before  Elizabeth's  death.  The  queen  waa 
hr  advanced  in  life ;  the  next  heir  to  the  crown  was  a  prelbyterian, 
who  had  fubfcribed  to  the  Scotch  national  covenant,  and,  with  hands 
uplifted  to  heaven,  had  pronounced,  **  The  Scotch  kirk  the  pureft 
in  the  world,  and  the/ervice  pf  the  kirk  of  England  an  evil  iaid  mafl 
ta  English,  that  wants  nothing  of  the  mafi  but  the  liftifigs :"  he  had 
interceded  for  fome  of  the  perfecuted  minifters;  and  die  bifliopt 
were  canticpis  of  aiUng  agaiaft  a  party,  f«r  whom  King  James  had 

Vol..  11.  J|(  declared: 
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declared:  but  upon  his  afcending  the  throne,  the  feari  of  the  hif & 
church.nen  and  the  hopes  of  the  non  conforiniils  were  foon  ended* 
It  was  not  long  before  the  king  became  in  the  church  a  furious  per-^ 
feCutor  of  the  non«conforn>ifts,  and  in  the  Ihtc  as  errant  a  defpot  a* 
his  cowardice  would  allow.  In  ftigmatizing  for  puritans,  all  who 
flood  by  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  oi^pol'cd  his  arbitrary  government, 
though  flrcnuous  churchmen,  he  (Ircngthened  the  caufe  of  the 
church-puritans:  the  former,  called  by  way  of  di(lin<Stion  ilate-puri« 
tans,  joining  the  latter,  both  together  became  at  length  tlie  majority 
of  the  nation. 

StiU  the  times  were  not  ntended;  and  the  death  of  James  made 
way  for  their  becoming  much  worfe.  Charles  took  fur  his  bofom 
counfellor,  in  religious  aifairs,  Bifliop  Laudy  the  moll  iinqiialiiicd 
perfon  for  the  purpofe  of  any  to  be  found  in  the  three  kingdoms } 
he  alfo  refigncd  himfclf  up  to  the  moil  arbitrary  councils. 

The  lowering  profpeft  thv'Aened  apace;  the  ^kirachiifetts  Com^ 
pjiny,  therefore,  provided  a  fafe  retreat  in  feafon.    They  applied 
immediately  to  the  improvement  of  their  purchafed  territory,  and 
fent  out  Captain  John  Endicott  and  others,  with  fcrvants,  to  begin  a. 
plantation,  who  arrived  at,  what  is  now  named,  Salem.    They  foon 
;rfler  petitioned  for  a  royai  charter^  hoping  that  their  exiftcnce  and 
powers  w0uid  be  thereby  fecurcd  anc    .jromoted.    They  fucceeded, 
and  on  the  4th  of  .March,    1629,  a  charter  of  incorporation  was 
granted^  making  them  a  body  politic,  by  the  name  of  "  The  Go- 
vernor apd  Company  of  the  Mafiachu!etts-Bay  in  New-England/' 
with  as  full  powers  as  any  other  corporation  in  the  realm  of  Eng- 
land.   The  grant  and  fale  ot  the  Plymouth-Council  was  confirmed. 
Till  the  annual  eleftion   by  the  company  could  commence,  the 
governor,   deputy-governor,  and  eighteen   afliftants   weie  I'pecified.. 
The- mode  of  governing,  and  of  admitting  freemen  was  prescribed. 
They  were  empowered,  to  cleft  and  couftitute  fuch  other  officers, 
as  might  be  thought  requifitc  for  the  managing  of  their  affairs;  and 
to  make  laws  and  ordinances,  xmx.  contrary  to  the  laws  and  flatute* 
of  the  reakn,  for  the  gootl  of  the  faid  company,  and  the  government 
of  their  lands  and  .plan<.ation,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof.    They 
were  allowed  to  traiifport  penfons,  whether  fubjetS^s  or  llrangers, 
weapons,  merchandife,  &c.  any  law  to  the  contraiy  notwithflanding 
— ^uch  was  the  difpenfing  power  the  king  aflumed.    He  alfo  ex- 
empted them  from  paying  cuftom  or  fubfidy  for  icven  years :  th^ 
gpvernor  and  company,  their  fa£lors  and  aiTigns,  were  to  pi?y  neither 
..-.«-»  ..  .., -Jhat 
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<hat  nor  any  taxes  in  New-Enghnd  for  the  fame  fpace.  All  were  freed 
from  duties  upon  goods  imported  or  exported  for  twenty-one  years, 
except  the  old  five  per  cent,  cuilom  upon  imports  after  the  expn 
ration  of  the  feven  years.  All  his  majefty's  fubjefts  going  to  and 
inhabiting  the  company's  lands,  together  with  their  children,  were 
to  enjoy  all  the  liberties  of  free  and  natural  fubjefts,  within  any  of 
his  dominions,  the  fame  as  though  bom  in  England.  Bedde,  the 
governor  and  company  w<re  entrufted  with  the  powir  of  making 
Inws,  ordinances,  &c.  not  contrary  to  the  laws  of  England  j  of  fet> 
tling  the  government  and  magiftracy  of  the  plantation  and  its  inha- 
bitants ;  of  naming  all  the  officers ;  and  of  fetting  forth  their  feverai 
.duties,  powers,  and  limits ;  and  the  king  commanded  that  all  fuch 
laws,  ordinances,  &c.  iliould  be  p\ibli(h6d,  in  writing,  under  the 
common  feal  of  the  company,  and  thereupon  be  carefelly  ohferved 
and  put  into  execution,  according  to  their  true  meaning.  The 
charter*  does  not  once  mention  liberty  efctnfdence  or  toleration  ; 
though  one  f  hiftorian  has  inadvertently  advanced,  that  "  free  li- 
berty of  confcience  was  likewife  granted  to  all  who  AiohM  fettU  in 
the  Maffachufetts-Bay,  to  worfliip  God  in  their  own  way  ;'*  and 
another,  J  «  the  charter  granted  toleration  to  all  Chriftians,  except 
papifts."  The  aflertions  apply  only  io  the  charter  granted  by  King 
William  and  Queen  Maiy, 

The  company,  in  the  exercife  of  their  chartered  powers,  deterr 
mined,  on  the  30th  of  April,  1629,  that  a  governor  and  council  of 
twelve,  refiding  on  the  plantation,  fliould  have  the  fole  ordering  of 
ks  affairs  and  government.  They  appointed  Captain  Endicott  go* 
vcrnor,  and  feven  gentlemen  going  from  England  to  be  counfellors, 
and  direded  how  the  other  five  fliould  be  elefted,  together  with  a 
deputy-governor  and  fecretary. 

Meffrs.  Higginfon,  Skelton,  Bright,  John  and  Samuel  Browne, 
were  of  the  feven  counfellors  nominated  by  the  company.  The 
three  firft,  being  iflinifters,  had  declared  thpmfelves  to  be  of  one 
judgment,  and  to  be  fully  agreed  in  the  manner  how  to  exercife 
their  miniftry.  The  company's  committee  in  their  letter  to  Gover- 
nor Endicott,  exprelTed  good  hopes  on  account  of  it,  and  at  the 
fame  time  recommended  Meflrs.  John  and  Samuel  Browne  as  men 


*  Sec  the  Charter  in  Hgtchinfon's  Colkflion  of  Papers,  p.  I — 13. 

t  Neale's  Hiftory  of  the  Puritans,  410.  Vol.  I.  p.  543. 

I  Hutchinfon's  Hirtory  of  the  Maffachufctts-Bay.  Vol.  II.  p.  3. 
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whom  th«f  much  rffpedted,  being  folly  p^rfuaded  of  th«ir  flncer* 
aiTcAiom  to  the  good  ^f  the  plapt^tioo.*  Theminifteri  and  paf<» 
feogeri  were  epticopoUy  inclined  when  they  left  EngUnd,  tbougH 
they  could  not  conform  to  many  ceremoniei  and  cuftoroi,  iMr  fub^ 
init  to,  what  they  judged,  different  corruptions,  impoled  upon  their 
confciences  by  the  king  and  prelates ;  they  were  alfo  ftrongly  pi'C" 
judiced  againft  the  ieparatifts,  in  which  clafi  the  Flymouthians  were 
numbered;  but  long  before  they  arrived,  or  even  failed,  a|Do£to|P 
Fuller,  a  deacon  of  the  church  at  Hymouih,  and  well  verfed  in  it« 
diicipline,  having  been  fent  for  on  account  of  a  fatal  ficknefs  whicl^ 
broke  out  among  the  emigrants  after  their  arrival  at  Salem,  had, 
by  hi^  converfation  with  Captain  Endicott,  taken  of  the  ill  efk&  of 
common  report,  and  brought  hirn  to  think  favourably  of  the  outward 
form  of  worihip  efpoufed  by  the  PlymouthianSf  The  in^uencc  of 
the  doctor's  interrourfe.  with  the  Salem  fettlers  cannot  be  thought 
fo  have  ^a  confin^  to  the  captain.  When  the  bufincfs  of  orga- 
nizing a  church  was  brought  foiward  after  the  arrival  of  the  coun- 
fellors,  the  matter  was  frequently  canvafled,  ai^d  at  length  it  was  de- 
terroined  to  form  it  nearly  upon  the  plan  of  the  one  at  Plymouth,  and 
to  invite  the  latter  to  be  prefent,  by  their  mcflfngers,  at  the  ordi< 
nation  of  the  roiniflers  Meflrs.  Skelton  and  Higginfon.  Notwith-. 
itanding  crofs  winds,  the  Plymouth  meiTengers  were  time  enough 
to  give  the  right  hand  of  fellowfliip,  by  which  ceremony  the  twp 
churches  profefled  mutual  a^e^lion  and  communion. 

While  things  were  thus  fettling  on  the  continent,  Mr.  Matthew 
Craddock,  the  governor  in  England,  prppofed  at  the  general  court, 
that  for  the  advancement  of  the  plantation,  the  encouragement  of 
perfons  of  worth  and  quality  to  tranfplant  themfelves  and  families, 
and  other  weighty  reafons,  the  government  of  the  plantation  fliould 
be  transferred  to  its  inhabitants;  and  qot  be  continued  in  fubordi- 
nation  to  the  company  at  London  :  the  matter  was  debated,  and  it 
was  agreed,  that  the  perfons  prefent  fliould  ferioufly  confider  the 
bufincfs  againft  the  next  general  pourt ;  it  was  a'.fo  requefted,  that 
they  would  in  the  mean  while  conduft  themfelves  with  inch  privacy 
that  the  affair  might  not  be  divulged.  At  a  month's  end  they  met, 
and  agreed,  that  the  government  and  patent  fliould  be  fettled  in  New- 
England,  if  it  could  be  done  legally. 


f  Suffolk  Rccordr. 
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The  advice  of  council  waa  ordered  to  be  taken,  and  it  wai  coo* 
fufered  how  to  execute  the  projeaed  rVfnoval  without  ofiending 

government. 

On  the  Mtk  of  October  tb«  company,  at  a  general  court,  proceeded 
to  a  new  cIcA  pn  of  oflkers,  who  were  tp  repair  to  and  fettle  in 
New-£ng)and.  They  choCs  for  governor  Jptin  Winthrop,  Efq.  of 
Groton,  in  Suffolk,  a  gentleman  we)l  known  for  his  piety,  lilx^ralitjr, 
wifdom,  and  gravity.  The  bufinefs  of  tran«ierrtng  the  patent  and 
corporation,  and  of  taking  over  new  fcttlcri,  was  profecuted  witb 
vigour.  Thia  enterpriif  produced  a  general  runnour,  at  its  esteol 
and  magnitude,  the  number  and  principles  of  the  perluAt  c#g^ged  in 
it,  opened  upon  the  public.  The  intentiona  of  the  parties  being 
fufpedted,  and  jealoufiea  arifing  concerning  them.  Governor  Win- 
throp,  and  other  gentlcpieii,  to  remove  prejudices,  conciliate  the 
minds  of  the  difafeAed,  and  recomiq^d  themlelvts  md  their 
expedition  fo  the  fiivourable  regards  of  all  feripus  Chriftiaiis  of  the 
epifcopal  perfuafion,  addreiTfid  their  brethren  in  and  ofthtChwch 
of  England,  and  afterwards  failed  fron^  Yarmouth  in  the  lilt  of 
Wight,  to  Amrrica,  April  7,  1630. 

The  company  arrived  at  Salem  on  June  la,  ai^d  fooQ  after  wert 
in  number  more  than  fifteen  hundred  perfons,  frpm  different  coon* 
ties  in  England.  They  applied  themfelves  early  to  the  forming  of 
churches ;  but  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cotton,  who  went  from  Bofton  in  Lio- 
colnfliire,  to  take  leave  of  jiia  departing  friends  at  Soutbamptoo, 
having  told  them  to  adyife  with  the  Plymouthians,  and  to  do  nothing 
to  offend  them,  and  a  precedent  exifting  in  the  church  at  Salenq, 
they  difmiffed  all  the  pecxjliarities  qf  epifcopacy,  and  prefprred  the 
congregational  mode  in  general.  However,  th^y  had  1^0  fettled 
plan  of  church  difcipline,  till  after  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Cotton  in  1633, 
who  was  conddcred  as  a  kind  of  oracle  in  both  civil  and  facred  mat^ 
ters,  and  gradually  moulded  all  their  church  adminlftrations,  and 
thus  determined  the  ecclefiaftical  conflitution  of  the  colopy. 

From  this  time  New-England  began  to  flourifb.  Settlements  were 
fuccefsfuUy  enterprized  at  Charlefton,  Bofton,  Dorchefter,  and 
other  places,  fo  that  in  forty  years  from  this  period,  one  hundred 
and  twenty  towns  were  fettled,  and  fprty  churches  were  gar 
^hered. 

The  Laudian  perfecution  was  condu(Sed  with  unrelenting  feve- 
f  ity ;  and  while  it  caufed  the  deftruftion  of  thousands  in  England, 
proved  to  be  a  principle  of  life  and  vigour  to  the  infant  fettlements  in 
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America.  Several  men  of  eminence  in  England,  who  were  th« 
{riends  and  protestors  of  the  Puritans,  entertained  defigns  of  fettling 
in  New-England,  if  they  fliould  fail  in  the  meafurcs  they  were  pur» 
fuing  for  the  eftabliftiment  of  the  liberty,  and  the  reformation  of  the 
religion  of  their  own  country.  They  iolicited  and  obtained  grants  in 
New-England,  and  were  at  great  pains  in  fettling  them.  Among 
thefe  patentees  were  the  Lords  Brook,  Say  and  Seal,  the  Pelhanu, 
the  HamfKiens,  and  the  Pyirrs ;  names  which  afterwards  appeared 
With  great  eclat.  Sir  Matthew  Boynton,  Sir  William  Conftable,  Sir 
Arthur  Haflerig,  and  Oliver  Cromwell,  were  actually  upon  tbo 
point  oi  embarking  tor  New>£ngland,  when  Archbifhop  Laud,  un? 
Vrilling  that  fp  many  objefts  of  his  hatred  fliould  be  renjoved  out  of 
the  reach  of  his  power,  applied  for,  and  obtained  an  order  from  the 
court  to  put  a  flop  to  thcfe  tranfportadons.  However,  he  was  not 
able  to  prevail  fo  far  as  to  hinder  New-England  from  receiving  vafl; 
additions,  as  well  of  the  clergy,  who  were  filenced  and  deprived  of 
their  living  for  non-conformity,  as  of  the  laity  who  adhered  to  their 
opinions. 

It  was  in  the  fpring  of  this  ye«r,  1630,  that  the  great  conspi? 
»ACY  was  entered  into  by  the  Indians  in  all  parts,  from  the  Narra- 
ganfets  round  to  the  eaftward,  to  extirpate  the  Enghfli.  The  cot 
Ipny  at  Plymouth  was  the  principal  objett  of  this  confpiracy  ;  they 
well  knew  that  if  they  could  effeft  the  deftru£tion  of  Plymouth,  the 
ipfant  fettlemeiit  at  Maflachufetts  would  fall  an  eafy  facrifice.  They 
]]iid  their  plan  with  much  art.  Under  colour  of  having  fon>e 
diverfion  at  Plymouth,  they  intended  to  have  fallen  upon  the  inhabi- 
ttints,  and  thus  to  have  effected  their  defign.  But  their  plot  was  dif^- 
clofed  to  the  people  of  Charlefton  by  John  Sagamore,  an  Indian, 
tyho  bad  always  been  a  great  friend  to  the  E'lgHfli.  The  treacher- 
ous defign  of  the  Indians  alaimcd  the  Englifli,  and  induced  them  to 
«ire6t  forts  and  maintain  guards,  to  prevent  any  fuch  fatal  furprizc 
in  future.  Thefe  preparations,  and  the  firing  of  the  great  guns^  fa 
terrified  the  Indians,  that  they  difperfed,  relinquiflied  their  defign, 
and  declared  themfelyes  the  friends  of  the  Englifti. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  colony  of  Maflachufetts,  until  the 
emigration  ccafed,  through  a  change  of  affairs  in  England*  in  1640, 
th«re  arrived  in  two  hundred  and  ninety-eight  velfels,  about  twenty- 
one  thoufand  two  hundred  fettlers,  men,  women,  and  children,  or 
fpur  thoufand  families,  but  they  did  not  all  confine  themfelves  to  the 
Maflachuictts.    Thele  fettlers  were  no  lefs  flrenuous  for  their  own^ 
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tArticular  rights  and  advantages  than  the  Plymotlthiaos.  Wh^,  there" 
fere,  the  goveraor  and  company  removed  from  London  to  the  M*fia<' 
chuletts,  they  renounced  the  appearance  of  a  corporation,  and  af- 
luined  the  fornn  of  a  con>nx}nweaUh>  varying,  as  it  ftiited.  them« 
from  the  directions  of  the  ciiarter.   The  change  of  place  and  circum 
fiances  prevented  their  keeping  to  it  in  certain  inftances,  though  nut 
in  others ;  but  they  could  eaiily  fatisfy  themfelves  as  to  any  viola- 
tions, for  **  they  apprehended  themfelves  fubje£k  to  no  other  lawa 
or  rules  of  government,  tl\an  what  arofe  from  natural  reafon  and  the 
principles  of  equity,   except  any  pofitive  rules  from  the  word  of 
God."*     Perfons  of  influence  among  them  held,  that  birth  was  no 
neceiTary  caui'e  of  fubje^ion  ;  for  that  the  fubje£i  of  any  prince  or 
(late  had  a  natural  right  to  remove  to  any  other  (late  or  quarter  of 
the  world,  when  deprived  of  liberty  of  confcience,  and  that  upon 
fuch  removal  his  fubjetStion  ceafed.     They  called  their  own  a  volun- 
tary civil  fubjedion,    ariiing  merely  from  a  mutual  compad  be-' 
tween  them  and  the  king,  founded  upon  the  charter.    By  this  com-* 
pa6^,  they  acknowledged  themfelves  bound,  fo  that  they  could  not; 
befubjed  to,  or  feek  proteftion  from,  any  other  prince,  neither  could 
make  laws  repugnant  to  thole  of  England,  &c.  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  they  maintained  that  they  were  to  be  governed  by  lawa  made 
by  themfelves,  and  by  officers  of  their  own  electing. f     They  meant 
to  be  independent  of  EngliHi  parliaments,  and  therefore,  when  their 
intimate  friends  were  become  leading  members  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons,  and  they  were  advifcd,  on  account  of  the  great  liberty  to. 
which  King  Charles  left  the  parliament,  to  fend  over  Ibme  to  folicit 
for  them,  and  bad  hopes  given  that  they  might  obtain  much,  the  go- 
vernor and  affiftants,  after  meeting  in  council  upon  the  occafion, 
"  declined  the  motion,  on  this  confideration,  that  if  they  lliould  put 
themfelves  under  the  proreftion  of  the  parliament,  they  muft  then  be 
fubjedt  to  ail  fuch  laws  as  they  fliould  make,  or  at  leaft  fuch  as  they 
might  impofe  upon  then,  in  which  cafe,  though  they  Ihould  in- 
tend their  good,  yet,  it  might  prove  very  prejudicial  to  chem.^'  + 

Whatever  approbation  fuch  fentiments  may  meet  wi.h  from  the 
friends  of  liberty,  thefc  mull  regret  the  inconfiiiencies  to  which  hu- 

.*  Hutchinfon's  Letter  of  D:cemVer  7,  1762. 
f  Hutchinfwn's  Hiftory,  vol.  1.  p.  251,  and  251. 
4  ExtuA  frgm  Govcrncr  Wiiithrop's  MS.  Hiftu  y. 
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man  nature  m  fubje^  in  thofe  very  perfonft  whole  experience 
ihovM  have  taught  thein»  to'do  unto  others,  as  thejr  would  that  othefa 
Ibould  have  done  unto  them,  wheit  they  themfelves  were  fiiffering 
imder  the  relentlefs  hand  of  Arbitrary  government.  But  what  i» 
noan !  So  early  as  the  fecond  genera!  court  after  the  arrival  of  the 
gpTemorand  company,  held  May  18,  1631,  inflead  of  refolving  to 
admit  all  the  fuitable  and  deferving  to  a  generous  participation  of  their 
freedom,  they  paflcd  the  fernidous  and  Hifingenuous  order,  "  For  time 
to  came,  no  manjball  he  admitted  to  the  freedom  of  this  bod-;  politic ,  hut 
fitcb  as  etre  members  offome  of  the  churches  tuithin  the  limits  of  the 
fame***  They  foon  after  concluded,  that  none  but  fuch  Ihould  fhare 
in  the  adminiftration  of  civil  government,  or  have  a  voice  in  any  elec- 
tion. Thus  a  poweriiil  and  mifchievous  alliance  was  formed  between 
the  churches  and  the  ftate.  The  afcendency  of  the  clergy  was  fecured 
and  much  increafed,  for  no  one  could  be  propofed  to  the  church  for 
a  member,  unlefs  the  minifter  allowed  it.  The  miniilers  were  con- 
fulted  by  the  general  court  in  all  matters  of  great  moment ;  and  no- 
thing  was  determined  in  fuch  cafes,  without  a  formal  reference  to 
than,  who,  as  might  be  expeded,  ufed  their  influence  with  the 
people,  to  procure  an  approbation  of  the  meafures  which  they  them* 
felves  had  advifed.f 

In  May,  1634,  inftead  of  the  freemen*s  appearing  perfonally  in 
itut  gjeneral  court,  they  for  the  firft  time  fent  deputies,  to  the  num- 
ber of  twenty-foun  This  was  a  variation  from  the  charter,  which 
gave  no  power  to  admit  reprefentatives.  Thefe,  with  the  governor, 
deputy  governor,  andaffiftants,  formed  the  legiflature  of  the  colony, 
met  and  voted  together  in  one  apartment  till  March  1644,  when  it 
was  ordained,  that  the  governor  and  afliftants  fiiould  fit  apart : 
and  thus  commenced  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  as  a  diftinA 
body. 

.  Tlie  general  court  aflumed  fpiritual  jurifdiAion.  Being  church 
members,  tliey  might  fuppofe  they  reprefented  the  churches,  no  left 
than  the  colony.  They  would  approve  of  no  churches  after  a  certain 
period,  March  8,  1636,  unlefs  they  lud  the  approbation  of  the  ma- 
giftrates  and  elders  of  moft  of  the  churches  within  the  colony,  nor 
would  admit  to  freedom  any  of  their  members.  They  preiTed  colo- 
nial uniformity  in  religion,  till  they  became  perfecutoR.J    What* 

*  MafTnchuTetts  Records,  vol.  I.  „  ^..  ,. 

f  Hutchinfon'i  Hiftory,  vol.  I.  p.  4>4.  -^      • 
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liver  apoloa'  may  be  made  for  the  treatment  ^ven  to  E,pi8C0 pa* 

I.IAN8,  Baptists,  and  QuAKiiRs,  the  colony  cannot  be  cleared  from. 

the  charge  of  perfecuting ;  that,  however,  will  not  juftify  thofe  who 

perfeciite  with  reproaches  ^nd  ill-will  the  prefent  generation,  novf 

i-eprobatihg  the  intolerance  of  their  forefather*,  which  at  that  period 

i  was,  more  or  lefs,  the  ftain  of  moft  itUgious  parties.    **  It  was  not 

'  peculiar  to  the  MafTachufetts  people  to  think  themfelves  bound  incon- 

fcjence  to  uife  the  fword  of  the  civil  magiftrate  to  convince,  or  cut  of? 

'heretics,  that  fo  they  might  not  infedt  the  church,  or  injure  the 

[public  peace."*    The  true  grounds  of  liberty  of  confcience  were  not 

l^hen  known  or  embraced  by  many  fe£ts  of  Chriftians. 

The  government  of  Maflachufetts  was  in  divers  refpefts  abfofute. 

[Both  magiftratcs  and  general  court  often  judged  and  puni^fed)  in  0^ 

MTummary  way,  without  a  jury^  according  to  difcretion,  as  occafions 

[occurred.    It  was  four  years  before  it  was  ena^ed  or  ordered,  that 

I  no  trial  ihoutd  pafs  upon  any  for  life  or  bani(hment>  but  by  a  }ury 

[of  freemen :  and  within  three  years  after,  that  law  was  violated 

[even  by  the  general  court.    They  exercifed,  while  fitting,  le^fla^ 

live,  judicial,  and  executive  powers — a  praftice  which  muft  ever  be 

langerous  to  the  rights  of  a  people,  even  when  allowed  to  their  owa 

inniial  reprefentatives. 

The  country  at  lenpth  grew  uneafy  at  thefe  proceediiigs ;  were 
fufpicious  that  the  general  court  affected  arbitrary  government,  an4 
parneftly  expefted  a  body  of  laws  to  direft  and  proteft  them  in  all 
kheir  juft  rights  and  privileges.f  It  was  the  more  neceflary  to  compl]^ 
I'ith  the  prevailing  expectation,  for  thf  bufinefs  had  been  long  in 
igitatidn ;  not  only  fo,  but  a  great  majority  of  the  inhabitants  were 
lot  freemen,  not  being  members  of  the  congregational  Churches,  oc 
f  Beclining  to  take  up  their  freedom,  in  order  to  fecure  an  exemptioa 
from  ferving  in  civil  offices.  It  was  not,  till  1648,  that  the  body  of 
laws  wiere  digefted  and  printed. 

The  condud  of  the  colony  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  inv6terac; 
of  the  En^lifh  adminiftration  on  the  other,  would  certainly  have 
produced  a  revocation  of  the  charter,  and  probably  the  ruin  of  the 
plantation,  had  not  the  difturbances  in  England  prevented.  It  became 
a  favourite,  upon  the  change  that  followed  them ;  and  while  Olivet 
Cromwell  ruled,  met  with  the  utmofl  indulgence.    From  1640,  to 


*  Mr.  John  Calendar's  Century  Sermon. 
»f  Maflachufetts  Records  fgr  the  4th  of  November,  1646,  vpL  I, 
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1660,  it  approached  very  near  to  an  independent  commonwealth.*  Tfirf 
Hou(^  of  Commons,  in  a  memorable  refolve  of  the  loth  of  March, 
1642,  pifled  in  favour  of  it,  gives  New-England  the  title  of  kingdom.f 
The  eomifiiiTioners  for  NeW-Ehglaad,  fent  over  by  King  Charles  IL 
affcrt  in  thelf  narrative,  J  that  th6  Ci/lohjc  folicited  Cromvl'ell  to  be  de- 
clAtid  a  free  ftate,  which  is  not  unlikely. 

It  has  been  alheady  fnentiohed,  that  all  the  peffons  |)aAng  over 
to  the  Mdfl^chufetts  did  not  confine  themfelves  to  that  colony. 

In  1635,  feveral  families  removed  to  Connefticut  river,  by  mu- 
tual agreement  with  their  fellow  emigrants  that  remained  behind. 
Plantations  were  forttied  at  Hartford,  VVindfor,  and  Weathersfield. 
The  inhabitants  being  foon 'after  fully  fattsfied  that  they  were  6ut  of 
the  Maflachufetts  limits,  and  of  courfe  jurifdi^tion,  entered  into  A 
combination  among  themfelves,  became  a  body  politic,  without  re- 
ftraining  the  freedom  of  their  civil  govei'nment  to  the  membeffhip  of 
their  churches,  and  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  magiftrates  andrepre- 
fentatives.  By  the  articles  of  government,  it  ^Vas  determined  tha^ 
there  flioulu  be  anhually  two  general  courts,  And  that  no  perfou 
Ihould  be  chofen  governor  more  than  once  in  two  years.  But  it  mufl; 
be  obferved,  that  the  fame  yerfr,  in  which  the  families  reftioved  from 
the  Maflachufetts,  Lords  Say  and  Brooke,  with  other  gentlemen, 
having  obtained  a  grant,  John  VVinthrop,  Elq.  waS  appointed  gover- 
nor, took  pofleffio'n  of  Connecticut  river,  and  began  t6  ereCt  a  fort, 
which  he  called  Say-Brooke,  to  fecure  the  mouth  of  it.  He  was  fup- 
plied  with  nden,  provifion?,  and  all  things  neceflary,  by  a  veflel  froni 
Erfgland,  fent  by  the  grantees,  which  arrived  the  latter  end  of  No- 
vember. Some  of  the  grantees  had  in  contemplation  the  tranfport- 
ing  themfelves,  families,  and  effects,  to  the  territory  they  had  ob- 
tained ;  but  the  defign  of  emigrating  was  laid  aiide,  when  matters 
began  to  take  a  new  turn  in  their  native  country,  and  at  length  the 
agent,  Mr,  Fenwick,  was  authorized  to  difpofe  of  their  lands,  which 
were  purchafed  by  the  people  who  had  removed  from  the  Mafla- 
chufetts. 

Two  large  fhips  arrived  at  the  Maflachufetts  Bay  in  1637,  with 
paflengers  from  London.  Great  pains  were  taken  to  prevail  upon 
them  to  remai..  in  the  colony  ;  but  they  hoped  by  removing  to  a  Coii- 
fiderable  diftaiKe,  to  be  out  of  the  reach  of  a  general  governor,  with 


*  Hutchinfan's  Hiftory,  vol.  II.  p.  i  and 

t  lb.  vol.  I.  p.  115, 

{  Hiitchinfon';>  Colle<fllun,  p.  42.% 
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tji/hom  the  country  was  then  threatened.  They  fent  to  their  friends 
in  Cpnne5\icut  to  purchafe  of  the  natives  the  lands  lying  between 
them  and  Hudfon's  river.  They  laid  the  foundation  of  a  flouriflv- 
ing  colony,  of  which  New-Haven  was  the  capital.  They,  as  Con- 
nefticut,  formed  a  government,  jnuch  like  the  Maflachufetts,  by  a 
voluntary  agreement,  without  any  charter,  or  commiflion,  or  autlv^- 
rity  whatfoever,  from  the  crown  or  other  powers  in  England.  They 
admitted  no  one  to  any  office,  civil  or  military,  or  to  have  a  voice  in 
any  eleftion,  except  he  was  a  mernber  of  one  of  the  churches  in  New- 
E^igland.    They  bad  no  jury,  either  in  civil  or  criminal  cafes. 

Connefticut  and  New-Haven  continued  two  diftinft  colonies  for 
many  years.  At  length  the  general  court  of  Connefticut  determined 
to  prefer  an  addrefs  and  petition  to  Charles  11.  profeffing  their  fuB- 
jeflion  and  loyalty  to  his  Majefty,  and  foliciting  a  royal  charter, 
and  John  Winthrop,  Efq.  who  had  been  phofcn  governor,  was  ap- 
pointed to  negociate  the  affair  with  the  king.  He  fucceeded,  and  a 
royal  charter  was  obtained,  April  23,  1662,  conftituting  the  two 
colonies  for  ever  one  body  corporate  and  politic.  New-Haven  toojc 
the  affair  ill,  anjd  for  forae  time  declijied  the  union.  But  diffi- 
culties were  amjcably  fettled  at  laft,  and  the  colonies  united  by 
agreement. 

Tlie  royal  charter  fftablifUed  a  kind  of  democracy ;  every  power, 
as  well  deliberate  as  active,  was  invefled  in  the  freemen  of  the  cor- 
poration of  their  delegates,  and  the  colony  was  under  no  obligation 
to  communicate  the  a£ts  of  their  local  legiflature  to  the  king.  It  was 
the  fame  as  to  the  royal  charter,  granted  the  next  year  to  Rhode- 
Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations. 

T^us  the  peopling  of  thefe  colonies  was  owing  chiefly  to  the  Pu- 
ritan Minifters,  who,  being  lilenced  at  home,  repaired  to  New- 
England,  that  they  might  enjoy  liberty  of  confcience,  and  drew 
after  them  vaft  numbers  of  their  friends  and  favourers.  They 
amounted  to  feventy-feven  before  1641,  and  though  all  were  hot 
perfons  of  the  greatefl  learning  and  abilities,  they  had  a  better  fliare 
of  each  than  moft  of  their  neighbouring  clergy  at  that  period,  and 
were  men  of  eminent  fobriety  and  virtue^  plain,  ferious,  affec- 
tionate preachers,  exaftly  conformable  to  the  do(Etrines  of  the 
Church  of  England,  and  laboured  much  to  promote  a  jeformation  of 
manners  in  their  feveral  pariflies.  Many  planters,  \yho  accompa- 
nied or  followed  them,  were  gentlemen  of  confiderable  fortunes, 
and  of  no  mean  education,  who  Ipent  their  eftates  in  New-England, 
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and  were  at  the  charge  of  carrying  over  many  poor  families,  that 
were  not  able  of  themfelves  to  bear  the  exj^nce.*  The  body  of 
laity  and  clergy,  collectively  confidered,  furnifhes  iiich  a  glorious  con* 
ilellation  of  characters,  as  would  employ  the  pen  of  a  ^rft-rate  writer 
to  do  them  juftice,  notwithftanding  what  has  been  above  remarked  of 
their  governmental  irtiftik^S. 
The  dangers  to  which  the  New -England  colonies  were  early  ex- 

J'  iofed,  induced  them  to  think  o^  confederating  for  their  mutual 
afety.  Articles  were  drawn  up  in  163?,  but  they  were  not  finifhed 
and  ratified  till  the  feventh  of  September,  1643,  from  which  time  we 
are  to  look  upon  Plymouth,  Maflachufetts,  Connecticut,  and  New- 
Haven,  as  one  body,  in  regard  to  all  pi^blic  tranfa£tions  with  their 
neighbours,  though  the  private  affairs  of  if;ach  colony  were  flill  ma- 
naged by  their  own  courts  and  magiftrates. 

By  thcTe  articles  of  confederation,  a  Congrefs  was  formed,  confifting 
of  two  coinmiffioners  from  each  colony,  who  were  chofen  annually, 
and  when  met,  were  confidered  as  the  reprefentatives  of  '*The 
United  Colonies  of  New-Engl;md."  The  powers  delegated  to  the 
commiflioners  were  much  the  fame  as  thofe  vefted  in  Congrefs  by 
the  articles  of  confederation,  agreed  upon  by  the  United  States  in 
1778.  The  colony  of  Rhode-Ifland  ^yould  gladly  have  joined  in  this 
confederacy,  but  Maffachufetts  refufed  to  admit  their  commiflioners. 
This  union  fubfifted,  with  fome  few  alterations,  until  the  year  1686, 
when  all  the  charters,  except  that  of  Connecticut,  were,  in  effedt, 
vacated  by  a  commiffion  from  James  II, 

We  now  proceed  to  confider  the  fettlement  of  the  other  New- 
England  colonies. 

Mr.  Roger  Williams,  who  fuccceded  Mr.  Skelton  upon  his  de- 
ceafe,  as  paftor  of  the  church  at  Salem,  having  been  banifhed  fro  ^ 
the  Maflachufetts,  repaired  with  twelve  companions  to  the  Narra- 
ganfet  country  in  1635,  and  had  land  given  him  by  the  Indian 
Sachem  Canonicus,  of  whom  he  afterwards  purchafed  the  large 
tra£l,  lying  between  Pawtucket  and  Fawtuxet  rivers,  the  Great 
Falls  and  the  Little  Falls,  as  the  Indian  napes  fignify,  and  ftiied  it 
Providence,  "  from  a  fenfe  of  God's  merciful  Providence  to  him  in 
his  diftrefs."  The  authority  and  power  of  Miantonomy,  another 
Sachem,  and  his  unc'e  Canonicus,  awed  all  the  Indians  round  to 
aflift  him  and  his  few  aflbciates.    When  the  determinations  of  the 
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MaflTachuCctts  general  court,  occafioned  by  what  they  caHed  amino* 
jTiian  difputcs,  bapirtjed  many,  and  induced  others  to  leave  the  co- 
lony, the  heads  ol"  the  party  were  entertained  in  a  friendly  manner 
by  Mr.  Williams,  who  advifed  them  to  feek  a  fcttlement  oti 
Rhode- Illand,  and  was  very  inftrumental  \n  procuring  it  from  thcln-r 
d|an  Saehems. 

They,  to  the  number  of  eighteen,  incorporated  themfelves,  anti 
began  fettling  the  ifland.      The  plantations  there  and  at  Provi- 
jdence  increafed  apace,  owing  to  the  liberal  fentiments  of  the  firft 
fettlers;  and  in  1643,  Mr- WilFiams  came  iQ  England' as  agent,  an4 
obtained  an  abfolute  charter  of  incorporation  of  Providence  and 
■Rhode-Ifland  p'antations,  empowering  them  to  govern  themfelves 
by  that  form  they  might  voluntarily  agree  upon.    They  agreed 
upon  a  democratic.    Mr.  Williams  juftly  claims  the  honour  of  hav- 
ing beeii  the  firft  legiflator  in  the  world,  in  its  latter  tiges,  who  ef- 
feftually  provided  for,  and  eftabliflied  a  free,  full,  and  abfolute  11- 
lierty  of  confcience.    This  was  the  chief  caufe  that  united  the  inha- 
bitants of  Rhode-lfland  and  thofe  of  Providence,  and  made  them 
one  people,  and  one  colony.    The  foundation  principle  on  which 
■^his  colony  was  firft  fettled,  was,  that  "  every  man  who  fiibmits 
.  peaceably  to  the  civil  authority,  may  peaceably  M'orihip  God  accor- 
jling  to  the  diftates  of  his  own  confcience  without  raoleftation."    And 
when  the  colony  was  applied  to  in  1656,  by  the  four  United  Colo- 
pies,   *•  to  join  them  in  taking  effeftual  methods  to  fupprefs  the 
Quakers,  iand  prevent  their  do£lrines  being  propagated  in  the  coun^ 
try ;"  the  aflembly  returned  for  anfwer,   "  We  fliall  ftriftly  adhere 
to  the  foundation  principle  on  which  this  colony  was  firft  fettled." 

In  July  8th,  ^663,  Charles  II.  granted  an  aipple  charter,  whereby 
the  colony  was  m^de  a  body  corporate  and  politic,  by  the  name  of 
Jhe  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Englijh  Colony  of  Rhode-lfland  and 
Providence  Plantations  in  Nenu-Enpland  in  America.  The  charter  re- 
ferved  only  allegiance  to  the  king,  without  the  fmalleft  ihare  of  the 
legiflative  or  executive  powers. 

A.  Vint  oi  quo  warranto  was  jiTued  out  againft  the  colony,  which 
was  brought  June  a6,  1686.  The  aflembly  determined  not  to  ftand 
fuit.  After  the  reyolUtion,  they  were  allowed  by  government  to  re- 
fume  their  charter,  no  judgment  haying  been  given  againft  it. 

New-Hampfhire  and  the  Main  were  fettled  about  the  fame  time 
with  the  Maflachufetts,  the  former  by  Captain  John  Mafon,  and 
the  latter  by  Sir  R,  Gorges,  who  had  obtained  grants  of  land  from 
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the  Plymouth  Council,  and  whofe  views  were  to  enrich  thcmfelvey, 
by  the  fiihing  trade  at  fea,  and  the  beaver  trade  on  (hore.  Religion 
had  little  concern  in  the  fettlements ;  but  it  liad  fome  in  the  planta- 
tion pf  Exeter,  on  the  river  Pafcataqua,  which  was  began  by  Mr. 
Wheelwright,  a  minifter  banifbed  frojn  the  Mai&chufetts,  on  nc- 
count  of  the  antinomian  diflenfions  with  which  the  colony  was  con- 
vulfedtand  bya  number  of  his  adherents.  They  formed  themfelves  into 
a  body  politic.  Three  other  diftin^  governments  were  alfo  eftab- 
liflied  on  the  branches  of  thje  faid  river.  Thefe  goveruments  being 
altogether  voluntary,  had  no  fecurity  as  to  their  continuance  ;  and  tlie 
feveral  fettlerjs^verctoo  divided  in  opinion  to  form  t^nygqod  general  plan 
of  perfnapept  adminiflration.  Therefore  the  more  considerate  among 
fhem  treated  with  the  MaiTachufetts  about  taking  them  under  its 
protedion,  which  fully  futted  the  wifhes  of  that  colony,  as  it" af- 
forded the  heads  of  it  the  opportunity  of  cealizing  the  conftruftion 
they  had  put  upon  a  claufe  of  their  charter,  by  which  they  extended 
their  line  To  as  to  comprehend  both  New-Hampdiire  and  the  Maine. 
The  bulinefs  lerminated  in  the  incorporation  of  the  two  colonies,  on 
condition  that  the  inhabitants  of  ^ch  Aiould  enjoy  equal  privileges : 
they  continued  long  united,  and  were  pf  one  heart  and  mind  in  civil 
and  religious  atrairs.*  When  feparated  by  the  king's  commiifion 
for  the  government  of  New-Hampfliire,  the  new  aflembly  at  their 
firft  meeting,  in  a  letter  of  March  25,  1680,  to  the  governor  qf  the 
Maflachufetts,  to  be  communicated  to  the  general  court,  exprelTed 
their  full  fatisfadion  in  the  pail  connection,  a  grateful  fenfe  of  the 
care  tljat  had  bepji  exercifed  over  them,  and  of  their*  having  been 
vreW  governed,  and  an  unfeigned  defire  that  a  mutual  correfpon- 
dence  between  them  might  be  fettled.f 

The  toyvns  in  the  province  of  Maine,  after  a  time,  fell  ittto  a  ftate 
of  confufion.  The  Maffachufetts  took  that  opportunity  for  encou- 
raging the  difpofition  which  prevailed  in  many  of  the  inhabitants  to 
fubroit  to  their  jurifdidion ;  and  to  forvvaid  tjieir  compliance,  granted 
the  people  larger  privileges  than  were  enjoyed  by  their  own,  for  they 
were^all  freemen  ujwn  taking  the  oath,  whereas  every  where  elfe  no 
one  could  be  made  free,  unleis  he  ^^*as  a  church  member.  The  pi'O- 
vince  was  made  a  coimty  by  the  njime  of  Yorkfliire  ;  and  the  towns 
fent  reprefentatives  to  the  general  court  at  Bofton.  Though  the  nw- 
jor  part  of  the  inhabitants  were  brought  to  cpnfent  to  this  regulation, 
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grtat  oppofition  was  made  by  fome  principal  perfona,  who  feverely 
reproached  the  Maflachufetts,  for  ufing  force  ia  order  to  reduce  the 
province ;  but  the  people  experienced  the  benefit  of  it,  and  were 
contented.  They  contintied  in  union  with  the  Maflachufetts  until 
1665,  when  a  Ihort  feparation  commenced  j  after  which  they  were 
again  unitedi 

Haring  thus  given  a  (ketch  of  the  fettlementof  >Jew-England,  and 
the  remainder  of  its  hiftory  being  connefted  with  that  of  the  general 
confederacy,  we  fhall  proceed  to  give  a  concife  view  of  its  different 
States  as  they  now  fland,  attaching  to  each  a  narration  of  fuch  parti-> 
culars  as  are  not  interwoven  in  the  general  hiftoiy  of  the  union.  * 

*  If  the  reader  ^\!hci  to  obtain  a  more  extenfive  knowledge  of  the  htftbry  of  New- 
England,  he  is  referred  to  Hutchin(bn's  Uiliory  of  Maflachufetts — ^Hasard's  Hiflori«d 
Colle(£lions,  4to.  2  vols — Belknap's  HiAory  of  New  Haniplhire — The  iirft  letter  in 
Dr.  Gordon's  Hiftpry  of  the  American  Revolution — Governor  Winthrop's  Journal— 
Chalmer's  Political  Annals— and  Gookins'  Hiftorical  Colleftions  of  the  Indians  iri . 
New-England,  publilhed  in  Bofton  bjf  the  Hiftorical  Society,  in  the  American 
Ajjollo,  i?9». 
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SITUATION,  EXTENT,  tec, 

X  HIS  Statc.isiituated  between  42**  44' and  45"  N.  latitude,  and  i* 
35' and  3^30' £.  longitude  from  Philadelphia;  its  length  is  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  and  its  breadth  about  feventy :  it  id 
bounded  on  the  north  by  Lower-Canada,  eaft  by  Conne£licut  river^ 
Tvhich  divides  it  fl-om  New-Hannpfliire,  fouth  by  MaiTachufetts^ 
and  weft  by  New-York ;  the  Green  Mountain  runs  from  fouth  by 
tiorth  through  it,  and  divides  the  State  nearly  in  the  middle. 

This  trail  of  country,  called  Vermont,  before  the  late  war,  was 
claimed  both  by  New-York  andNcw-Hampfliire ;  ahd  thefe  interfering 
claims  have  been  the  occafion  of  much  warm  altercation,  the  parti- 
tulars  of  which  it  would  be  neither  entertaining  nor  ufeful  to  detail, 
Thefc  claims  were  not  finally  adjufted  till  fince  the  peace.  On  the 
commencement  of  hoftilities  between  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies^ 
the  inhabitants  of  this  diftri6l,  coniidering  themfelves  as  in  a  ftate^ 
of  nature,  and  not  within  the  jurifdidion  either  of  New-York  or 
New-Hampfliire,  alTociated  and  formed  for  themfelves  a  conftitution^ 
under  which  they  have  continued  to  exercife  all  the  powers  of  an 
independent  ftate,  and  have  pfofpered.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1791^ 
agreeably  to  aft  of  Congrefs  of  December  6th,  1790;  this  State  be- 
came one  of  the  United  States,  and  cunilitutes  the  fourteenth,  anc( 
not  the  leaii;  refpe£table  pillar  in  the  American  Uiiion. 

AIR   AND   CLIMATE. 

The  climate  of  this  State  is  in  a  very  confiderable  degree  favoura- 
ble both  to  man  and  vegetation.  The  winter  feafon  commonly  lails 
from  the  beginning  of  November  to  the  middle  of  April,  during 
which  the  inhabitants  enjoy  a  ferene  (ky  and  a  keen  cold  air.  Snow 
begins  to  fall,  commonly,  by  the  ift  of  November;  but  the  perma- 
nent ilQOWs  do  not  fall  till  about  the  loth  of  Pecembcr,  which  pre- 
vent 
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Vent  the  grouAd  freezing  to  any  confidcrable  depth. — ^In  April  the 
fnow  is  gradully  diflblved  by  the  warm  influences  of  the  fun,  which 
hioiftens  ahtl  enriches  the  earth,  and  vegetation  advances  with  fur- 
prifing  rapidity. 

FACE  OF  tHE  COUNTRY. 

This  State,  generally  fpeaking,  is  hilly,  but  not  rocky;  northward 
to  the  Canada  line  it  is  flat :  the  country  at  large  is  well  watered^ 
having  Michifcotiij  Lamoille,  Onion,  and  Otter  Creek  rivers,  which 
run  acrofs  it  from  feaft  tb  weft  into  Lake  Champlain  j  Weft,  Sexton's, 
Black,  Waterquechee,  White,  OmpompanoofuckjrJyeld's,  Wait*l, 
PalTumfick,  and  feveral  fmaller  rivers»  which  riin  frorriweft  to  caft 
into  Cortnedlicut  riter.    Over  the  river  Lamoille  is  a  natural  ftone 
bridge,  feven  or  eight  roils  in  length.    Otter  Creek  is  navigable  for 
boats  fifty  miles ;  the  haiiks  of  this  riVer  are  excellent  land,  being 
annually  overflowed  and  enriched.    White  river  takes  its  name  from 
the  peculiar  whitenefs  of  its  water,  caufed  by  th<(  clear  white  ftones 
and  gravel  which  conftitute  the  bed  of  this  river  quite  to  its  fourcc. 
This  peculiarity  deceivts  pedple  in  regard  to  its  depth.    It  rifes  in 
the  center  of  the  ftate,  flows  through  a  rich  traft  of  country  free 
from  fwamps,  and  empties  into  the  Conne£ticut  four  miles  below 
t)artmouth  College,  and  is  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and 
fifty  yards  wide,  (bmc  diftance  frdm  its  mouth.     Ompompanoofuck 
is  a  fhort)  furious  river,  not  more  than  forty  or  fifty  yards  wide, 
emptying  into  the  Conneaicut  at  Norwich.   Weld's  is  alfo  a  fliort 
and  rapid  river,  forty  yards  acrofs.    Paflumfick  is  one  hundred  yards 
Wide,  and  noted  for  the  quantity  and  qilality  of  the  falmon  it  pro- 
duces :  on  this  river,  which  is  fettled  twenty  miles  up,  are  fome  of 
the  beft  townftiips  in  the  State. 

Lakes  Memphremagog,  Willoughby  and  Bombazon,  are  alfo 
in  this  State.  The  former  is  the  refervoir  of  three  confiderable 
ftreams,  Black,  Bdrton,  and  Clyde  rivers.  One  of  thefe  rifes  in 
Willoughby  lake,  and  forms,  a  communication  between  that  and 
lake  St.  Peter's,  in  the  ri/er  St.  Lawrence;  ifluing  from  Wil- 
loughby's  lake,  it  emptiesMnto  Memphremagog,  and  thence,  by 
the  name  of  St.  Francis,  empties  into  the  St.  Peter.  This  river  is 
not  all  the  wa)  navigable,  otherwife  it  would  aflford  a  communica- 
tion of  very  great  importance  to  the  nonhem  part  of  this  State,  as 
the  fettlers  might  tranfport  their  produce  with  great  eafe  to  Mon- 
VoL.II.  G  ual 
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treal  of  Quebec.  VVilloughby'i  lake  furniflica  fiih  refembUng  hzCti 
of  an  excellent  fliivoui,  weighing  from  ten  to  thirty  pounds.  Thy 
farm  a  muft  dtlicious  ftafl  for  tit  ntw  /ft tiers  t  people  travel  twenty 
miles  to  this  lake  to  procure  a  winter's  (lock  nf  this  fi(h.  Lake 
6<mbazon^  in  the  county  uf  Rtitlandi  gives  rile  to  a  branch  of 
I^oultncy  River. 

Befides  thefe  rivers  and  lakes  there  are  feveral  other  fprings^ponds, 
tnd  other  collc£lions  of  water,  which  are,  in  general,  remarkably 
clear,  and  afford  abundance  of  trout,  perch,  and  ether  freih  water  ilfU. 

The  principal  mountain  in  this  State  is  the  one  we  have  already 
mentioned,  which  divide;  the  State  nearly  in  the  center,  between 
Connefticut  river  and  lake  Chaniplain*  The  afcent  from  the  eaft  to 
the  top  of  this  mountain  is  much  cafier  than  from  the  weft,  till  you 
get  to  Onion  river,  where  the  mountain  terminates.  The  height  of 
lahd  is  generally  from  twenty  to  thirty  miles  from  the  river,  and 
about  the  fame  diftance  from  the  New-York  line.  The  natural 
growth  upon  this  mountain  is  hemlock,  pine,  fpruce,  and  other 
ttvergreens ;  hence  it  has  always  a  green  appearance,  and  on  this  ac- 
count has  obtained  the  defcriptivc  name  of  Ver  Mons,  or  Green 
Mountain. .  On  fome  high  parts  of  this  motmtain  fnow  lies  till  May, 
and  fometimes  till  June.  This  chain  of  mountains  pafles  through 
Maflachufetts  and  Connecticut,  and  terminates  in  New-Haven. 

Another  noted  mountain  in  this  State  is  Afchutney,  bordering  on 
Connecticut  river,  in  the  townfliips  of  VVindfor  and  Weathersfield, 
and  Upper  Great  Monadnoek,  quite  in  the  north-eail  comer  of  the 
State. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  the  hills  and  mountains  are  generally  co- 
vered on  the  eaft  (Ides  with  what  is  called  hard  wood,  fuch  as  birch« 
beech,  maple,  afli,  elm,  and  butternut ;  and  the  weft  fide  is  gene- 
rally covered  with  evergreens. 

SOIL,  PRODUCTIONS,  ice. 

The  foil  of  Vermont  affords  the  beft  of  pafturage ;  fome  of  the 
fineft  beef  cattle  ia  the  world  are  driven  from  this  State ;  horfes  alfo 
are  raifed  for  exportation.  The  natural  growth  upon  the  rivers  i» 
white  pines  of  feveral  kinds,  intermingled  with  low  intervales  of 
beech,  elm,  and  white  oak.  Back  from  the  rivers  the  land  is  thickly 
timbered  with  birch,  fugar  maple,  aili)  butternut^  and  White  oak 
of  an  excellent  quality :  a  great  part  is  well  adapted  for  tillage,  and 
;ih«  foil  is  natural  for  wheat,  rye,  barley,  oats,  flax,  hemp,  &c. 
%  Indiatt 
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Indian  corn,  b»ck  from  the  river,  is  frequently  injured  by  the  froft ; 

but  on  the  river  it  is  raifed  in  as  great  perfeftion  as  in  any  part  of 

New-England,  owing  in  a  great  meafure  to  the  fogs  ariting  from  th« 

river,  which  either  prevent  or  extraft  the  froft :  thefc  fogs  begin  as 

foon  as  the  corn  is  in  danger  from  frolls,  and  laft  till  mild  weather 

commences.    Fruit  trees,  in  the  northern  counties  of  this  State,  d» 

not  profper. 

CIVIL  DIVISIONS,  &c. 

This  State  is  divided  into  feven  counties,  viz.  Addison,  Bem^ 
VIN'GTON,  Chittendon,  Rvtland,  Orance,  Windsor,  and 
Windham  ;  the  four  firft  of  thefe  arc  on  the  iwreft  (ide  of  the  GrvCti 
Mountain,  and  the  three  latter  on  the  eai^. 

Thefe  counties  are  divided  into  upwards  of  two  hundred  town- 

fliips,  which  are  generally  fix  miles  fqnare  ;  in  every  town  (hip  is  a 

fcferve  of  two  rights  of  land,    of  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres 

fcacli,  one  to  be  appropriated  for  the  fupport  of  public  fchools,  the 

other  to  be  given  in  fee  to  the  firft  minifter  who  fettles  in  the 

townfliip.     A  part  ©f  the  townfliips  was  granted  by  the  govern- 

'  ment  of  Ncw-Hampfl»ire,  aad  the  other  by  that  of  Vermont.    In 

thofe  townfliips  granted  by  the  former,  a  right  of  land  is  referved 

for  the  fupport  of  the  gofpel  in  foreign  parts  ;  in  thofe  granted  by 

sjhe  latter,  a  college  right,  and  a  right  for  the  fupport  of  county 

[grammar  fchools,  are  referved  ;  in  thefe  refervations  liberal  provi- 

fcfion  is  made  for  the  fupport  of  the  gofpel,  and  for  the  promptior^ 

\pS  common  and  collegiate  educatipn, 

CHIEF  TOWNS  AND  CURIOSITIES. 

In  a  new  and  interior  country,  large,  populous  towns  are  not  to  be 
expefted.  Bennington,  fituated  near  the  S.  W.  corner  of  the  State,  is  one 
»f  the  largeft  ;  it  contains  a  number  of  handfome  houfes,  a  congrega- 
tional chnrch,  a  court  houfc  and  gaol.  A  famous  battle  was  fought  in 
or  near  this  town,  during  the  late  war  in  1777,  between  Brigadier- 
general  Starke,  at  the  head,  of  eight  hundred  undifciplined  militia, 
and  a  detachment  of  General  Burgoyne's  army,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Baum  :  in  this  aftion^  and  the  one  that  fucceeded  it,  in  the 
fame  place,  and  on  the  fame  day,  between  a  reinforcement  of  the 
Britifli,  under  Colonel  Breymen,  and  General  Starke,  vi-ho  v^as  re 
inforced  by  Colonel  Warner,  with  a  continental  regimeiit,  were 
taken  four  brafs  field  pieces,  and  other  military  ftores,  and  feven 
tjundred  prifoncrf.  The  overthrow  of  thefe  detachmejits  wa»  the  firf\ 

C?  a  UnK 
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link  In  a  grand  chain  of  caufesi  which  finally  proved  the  f  ^In  of 
the  royal  army.  This  is  one  of  the  oldeft  towns  in  the  State,  being 
firft  fettled  abput  the  year  1764,  and  was  till  lately  the  feat  of  go- 
vernment. 

Wlndfor  apd  Jutland,  by  a  late  aft  of  the  Iegjflati)re,  are  alter- 
Mtt\y  to  be  the  feat  of  government  for  eight  years.  The  former  is 
fituatcd  on  Connefticut  river ;  the  latter  lies  upon  Otter  Greek : 
both  are  flourifhing  towns.  Guilford,  Brattelborpugh,  Putney, 
W^ftminfter,  Weathersfield,  Hartland,  Norwich,  and  Newbury,  are 
ponfiderable  towns,  lying  from  fouth  to  north,  on  Conne£licut  river. 
Newbury  is  the  fliire  toAvn  of  Orange  county,  which  comprehends 
ibout  three-eighths  of  the  whole  State  i*  it  has  a  court-houfe,  and  9, 
very  elegant  meeting-houfe  for  Cpngregationalifts,  with  a  fleeple, 
the  firft  erefted  in  the  State.  Newbury  court-houfe  Hands  on  the 
high  lands  b^da  fropj  the  river,  and  commands  a  fine  view  of  what 
11  called  the  groat  Ox  Bow,  which  is  formed  by  a  curious  bend  in  the 
river  1  it  is  one  of  the  moft  beautiful  and  fertile  meadows  in  New- 
England;  the  circuniference  of  this  bow  is  about  four  miles  and  a 
half;  its  greateft  depth  is  feven-eighths  of  a  mile,  containing  about 
four  hundred  and  fifty  acres :  at  the  feafon  when  nature  is  drefled  in 
her  green  attire,  a  view  of  this  meadow  from  the  high  land^  is  truly 
luxuriant. 

Shaftfbury,  Pownal,  IVfanchefter,  Clarendon,  Poultney,  Paw^et, 
Danby,  and  Charlotte,  are  confiderable  and  flouriihing  towns,  wef|i 
of  the  mountain.  In  the  town  of  Orwell  is  Mount  Independence, 
It  the  fouthern  extremity  of  lake  Champlain,  oppofite  to  vyhich  is 
Ticonderoga,  in  the  State  of  New-York. 

There  is  a  very  remarkable  ledge  of  rocks  in  the  town  of  Brad- 
ford, in  the  county  of  Orange ;  it  lies  on  the  weft  bank  of  Con- 
necticut river,  and  is  as  much  as  200  feet  high ;  it  appears  to  hang 
over  flnd  threaten  the  traveller  as  he  pafTes :  the  fpace  betyyecn  this 
ledge  and  the  river  is  fcarcely  wide  enough  for  a  road. 

In  the  townfliip  of  Tinmouth,  on  the  fide  of  a  fmall  hill,  is  ^ 
ytry  curious  cave ;  the  chafm  at  its  entrance  is  about  four  feet  in 
circumference :  entering  this  you  defcend  one  hundred  and  four  feet, 
and  then  opens  a  fpacious  room,  twenty  feet  in  breadth,  and  one 

♦  Grncral  layky  ind  Colonel  Thomas  Johnfon  enterprifed  the  firft  fettlements  into 
ihit  part  of  the  country,  about  the  year  1762.  At  this  period  there  was  no  road  nor 
huinm  inhabitant  for  fcventy  miles  down  the  river,  nor'for  as  miny  miles  caftward— « 
It  it  ftow  tldukl/  inhabited  by  thriving  farmers.  '  , 
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tMindred  feet  in  length ;  the  angle  of  defcent  is  about  45  degrees. 
Xhe  roof  of  this  cavern  is  of  rock,  throtigh  which  the  water  is  con-f 
tinually  percolating.  The  ftaladtites  which  hang  from  the  roof  ap^ 
pear  like  icicles  on  the  eves  of  houfes,  and  are  continually  increafing 
in  number  and  magnitude.  The  bottom  and  fides  are  daily  incruft- 
ing  with  fpar  and  other  piineral  fubftances.  On  4^he  fides  of  this 
fubterraneous  hall  are  tables,  chairs,  benchjis,  &c.  which  appear  to 
have  been  artificially  carved.  This  richly  ornamented  room,  whea 
illuminated  with  the  candles  of  the  guides,  has^n'cftch^ntingeftoa 
upon  the  eye  of  the  fpe^ator.  The  general  caufe  of  thefe  aftonifli- 
ing  appearances,  we  conclude,  from  the  various  circumftances  ac- 
jcompanyifig  them,  is  the  water  filtrating  flowly  through  the  incum> 
bent  Jlrata ;  and  taking  up  in  its  pafllage  a  varjety  of  mineral  fub- 
ftances,  thus  becoming  faturated  with  metallic  partiples,  gradualljr 
exfuding  on  the  furface  of  the  caverns  and  fiflures,  in  a  quiefcent 
ftate,  the  aqueous  particles  evaporate,  and  leave  the  mineral  fub- 
ilances  to  unite  according  to  their  affin 'ties. 

At  the  end  of  this  cave  is  a  circular  hole,  fiftpen  feet  deep,  appa- 
rently hewn  -out  in  a  conical  form,  enlarging  gradually  as  you  de- 
scend, in  the  form  of  a  fugar  loaf;  at  the  bottom  is  a  fpring  of 
frefli  water  in  continual  motion,  like  the  boiling  of  a  potj  its  deptl| 
has  never  been  founded, 

In  fome  low  lands  over  againft  the  grc^t  Ox  Bow,  a  remarkable 

fpring  was  difcovered  ajjout  twenty  years  fince  ;  it  dries  up  once  ia 

two  or  three  years,  and  burfts  out  in  another  place  ;  it  has  a  ftrong 

fmell  of  fjilphur,  and  throws  up  continually  a  peculiar  kind  of  white 

innd,  and  when  the  water  is  left  to  fettje,  a  thick  yellow  fcum  rifesoo, 

its  top. 

^  POPULATION. 

The  population  of  Vermont,  according  to  the  cenfus  t^en  ii^ 
1 790,  was  as  follows ;  .  ^ 
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Dummei)fton, 
.Guikifbrd,  .    . 
Hallifax,      *  . 
Hindfdale,  .   . 


103 

»38 

3«i 

43.6 

^58l 

394 

64,6 

3.PJ 

342 

118 

142 

7» 

66 

209' 

758 

734 
1187 
661 
221 
126 


■14 

10! 

13" 

■4f 

X 


450 

«5^9. 
150X 

»4a» 
1309 

863 
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WINDHAM  COUNTY,  CONTINUED. 


Slaves. 
Total. 

S3& 
62s 

15565 

• 

275 

673 

473 

*93 
491 

981 

988 

1652 
179 

1159 
710 
747 

»i5 
748 
10& 
569 

J097 
U46 

100 
i6o^ 

15748 

#*■' 
^^, 

450 

»58-9. 
1501 

.  *4a» 
1309 

S63 

6* 


TOWNS. 


Johnlbn's-Gore, 
Londonderry, 
Marlborough, 
Newfane,  .  . 
Putney,  .  .  . 
Rockingham,  . 
Somerfet,  .  . 
Stratton,  .  . 
Thomlinfon,  . 
Townfliend,  . 
Wardfboro'  north  dift 
Wardfboro*  fouth  dift 
Weftminfter,  . 
Whtttingham, 
Wilmington,  . 


a 
a 

I- 


»5 
90 

149 
163 

3«f7 
so 

27 

143 
192 

128 

72 

430 
114 

180 


4418 


99 
176 

177 

49* 

3»9 

3$ 

23 
165 
171 
126 

69 

387 
119 

138 


4672 


•a 


I 

u 

o 


21 
172 

304 
320 
906 

587 
46 

aS3 

3^3 
229 

129 

783 
209 

3»7 


12 

s 


8545  i  58 


t 


49 
36s 

629 

660 
1848 

"35 
III 

561 
676 

483 

270 

1601 

442 
645 


17693 
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Addifon  County, 
Bennington  do. 
Chittenden  do. 
Orange  do. .  . 
Rutland  do.  . 
Windfor  do.  . 
Windham  do. 


1784 

3"4 
2256 

2874 

3986 

4003 

441 S 


»«435 


1664 
3211 
1764 
2768 
4092 

4357 
4672 


22328 


2964 

5893 
3258 

4846 

7456 

7543 

8545 


40505 


37 
20 

•3 

4» 
3» 
45 
58 


16 


6449 
12254 

7301 

10529 

1556? 
15748 

17693 
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This  population  is  now,  po  doubt,  increafed,  but,  as  no  return^ 
have  fince  been  made,  it  is  impoffible  to  ilate  the  increafe  with  any 
accuracy ;  but  we  cannot  deviate  far  from  truth  in  ftating  the  prefent 
number  of  male  inhabitants  above  (ixteen  years  of  age,  at  about 
twenty*three  thoufand,  thofe  under  at  nearly  the  lame,  and  the  total 
number  of  females  at  forty-two  thoufand  :  this  calculation  pofTefles, 
at  leaft,  the  merit  of  not  over-rating  the  numbers,  and  is  warranted 
by  the  account  which  Mr.  Belknap  has  given  of  the  population  of 
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a  neighbouring  State.  At  a  proof  that  the  population  tf  thia  State 
has  rapidly  increafed,  we  may  obferve,  that  the  town  of  Danville, 
which,  according  to  the  preceding  account,  contained  in  1790,  6yt 
hundred  and  feventy-four  inhabitants,  was  five  years  before  a  wil- 
dernefs  without  a  fingle  family. 

RELIGION,  CHARACTER,  &c. 

The  principal  body  of  the  people  are  Congregationalifts  and  Bap- 
tifts ;  the  other  denominations  are  Prefbyterians  and  Epifcopaliant ; 
their  character  and  manners,  as  might  be  expected,  various,  being  ai\ 
alFemblage  of  people  from  various  places,  of  different  fentiments 
and  habits,  who  have  not  lived  together  long  enough  to  aflimilate 
and  form  a  general  chara£ler;  aflemble  together  in  imaginatiotif  a 
number  of  individuals  of  different  nations— confider  them  as  living 
together  amicably,  and  affifling  each  other  through  the  toils  and  dif- 
ficulties of  life ;  and  yet  rigoroufly  oppol'ed  in  particular  religious 
and  political  tenets ;  jealous  of  their  rulers,  and  tenacious  of  their 
liberties,  dlfpofttiom  which  originate  naturally  from  the  dread  of  ex- 
perienced oppreJJioHy  and  the  habit  of  living  under  a  free  govtrnmenty 
and  you  have  a  pretty  juft  idea  of  the  charadter  of  the  people  of 
Vermont.  Indolence  is  never  a  charafterifticd  feature  of  the  fettlers 
of  a  new  country ;  emigrants  in  general  are  active  and  induftrious ; 
the  oppofite  characters  have  neither  fpirit  nor  inclination  to  quit 
their  native  fpot.  The  inference  is,  that  Vermont  is  peopled  with 
an  a£tive,  induftrious,  hardy,  frugal  race  ;  as  is  really  the  cafe.  And 
as  it  is  a  maxim  that  the  inhabitants  of  all  new  countries,  grow  vir- 
tuous before  they  degenerate,  it  will  moft  probably  be  fo  in  Ver- 
mont. 

The  military  ftrength  of  this  State  is  truly  refpeftable ;  as 
far  back  as  1788,  there  were  upwards  of  Icventeen  tboufand  citi- 
zens upon  the  militia  rolls ;  thcfe  confifted  of  two  divifions,  one 
on  the  wefl,  the  other  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  mountain  ;  in  thefe 
two  divifions  were  feven  brigades,  contifting  of  twenty-two  regi- 
ments. The  bravery  of  the  Vermonicers,  or  Green  Mountain- 
boys,  is  proverbial. 

TRADE  AND  MANUFACTURES. 

The  inhabitants  of  Vermont  trade  principally  with  Bofton,  New- 
York,  and  Hartford.  The  articles  of  export  are  chiefly  pot  and 
pearl  aihes,  beef,  horfes,  grain,  fome  butter  and  cheefe,  lumber,  &c. 
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The  inhabitants  generally  manufaAure  their  own  clothing,  in.th« 
family  way.  Grain  has  been  raifed  in  fuch  plenty  within  a  few  yeva 
paft,  that  they  have  been  induced  to  attempt  the  manufiiAure  of 
corn  fpirits :  for  this  purpofe  iix  or  iisven  ilills  have  already  been 
cre^ed»  which  yield  a  fufficient  fupply  for  the  people,  and  a  profit  t» 
the  owners.  Vaft  quantities  of  pot  and  pearl  a(hes  are  made  in 
every  part  of  the  State ;  btit  one  of  the  moft  important  manufa6tures 
in  this  State  is  that  of  maple  fugar ;  it  has  be^n  eftimated  by  a  com« 
petent  judge,  that  the  average  quantity  made  by  every  family  fitu- 
ated  on  the  back  of  Conne£ticut  river  is  two  hundred  pounds  a 
year :  one  man,  with  but  ordinary  advantages,  in  one  month,  made 
five  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  of  a  quality  equal  to  imported  brown 
fugar.  In  two  towns,  in  Orange  county,  containing  no  more  thaa 
forty  families,  thirteen  thoufand  pounds  of  fugar  were  made  in  the 
year  1791.  The  probability  is,  that  in  a  few  years  maple  fugar  will 
become  an  article  pf  export.  In  fome  part  of  the  State  the  inhabi- 
tants are  beginning  to  line  the  roads  with  maple  trees ;  and  it  would 
certainly  be  a  wife  meafure  if  this  pra£tice  Ihould  become  general 
throughout  the  States ;  orchards  of  thefe  trees,  planted  on  floping 
hills,  fo  as  to  render  it  eafy  to  collect  the  juice,  might  be  attended 
with  peculiar  advantages  to  the  owners* 

LITERATURE  AND  IMPROVEMENTS, 

Much  cannot  be  faid  in  favour  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  literature 
in  this  State ;  but  their  profpedls  in  this  regard  are  good.  In  every 
charter  of  a  town,  as  we  have  mentioned,  provifion  is  made  for 
fchools,  by  referving  a  certain  quantity  of  land  folely  for  their  fup* 
port.  The  aflembly  of  this  State,  in  their  Oftober  feffion  in  1791, 
paffed  an  aft  for  the  eftablifliment  of  a  college  in  the  town  of  Bur- 
lington, on  lake  Champlain,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Onion  river,  and 
appointed  ten  truftees.  General  Ira  Allen,  one  of  the  truftees,  on 
certain  conditions,  has  offered  lands,  &c,  to  the  amount  of  four  thou- 
fand pounds  towards  this  eftablifliment. 

The  expediency  of  opening  a  communication  between  the  waters 
of  lake  Champlain  and  Hudfon's  river ;  and  of  rendering  the  navi- 
gation of  Connefticut  river  more  eafy  and  advantageous,  has  been 
difcuffed  by  the  legiflature  of  this  State ;  and  meafures  have  been 
ndopted  to  efFeft  the  latter,  by  incorporating  a  company  for  the  pur- 
pofe of  locking  Bellow's  falls,  who  are  to  complete  the  work  within 
four  years  from  the  paffing  of  the  aft,  and  to  receive  a  toll  for  all 
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.  kotts  tbtt  pafi ;  the  tdl  to  be  a  fabjed  of  regulaticm.  The  wortS 
an  alreadf  began,  and  when  ccnpletcd  will  be  of  great  advantage 
10  thB'  State,  by  ftcilitating  tbe  exportation  of  their  produce.  Tb^ 
•thcr  pro|iofcd  canal  between  lake  Chartiplain  and  Hudfon'a  river 
would  aife  be  important,  but  it  is  doubtful  whether  it  will,  at  pre- 
lanf,  be  accompliflied. 

Having  thus  given  a  concift  account  of  this  State,  and  nothing  ma- 
tef  ial  occvrring  in  its  hiftory  to  entitle  it  to  a  fcparate  difcufiion,  we 
ihaU  elofe  it  with  a  view  of  its  conftitution  and  government. 

CONSTITUTION. 

The  inhabitants  of  Vermont,  by  their  reprefentatives  in  conven- 
tion, atWindfor,  on  the  s$th  of  December,  1777,  declared  that 
the  territory  called  Vermont  was,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  a  free 
and  independent  State ;  and  for  the  purpofe  of  maintaining  regular 
government  in  the  fame,  they  made  a  folenm  declaration  of  their 
rights,  and  ratified  a  conftitution,  of  which  the  following  is  an 
abfti^a: 

pbclarAtiok  op  rights. 

The  declaration,  which  makes  a  part  of  their  conftitution,  aiTerts 
that  all  men  are  born  equally  free*— with  equal  rights,  and  ought  to 
eftjoy  liberty  of  confcience-— freedom  of  the  prcfs"— trial  by  jury— 
power  to  form  new  ftates  in  vacant  countries,  and  to  regulate  their 
own  internal  police-««tbat  all  ele£tions  ought  to  be  free — ^that  all  power 
is  originally  in  the  people<^that  government  ought  to  be  inftitutM 
for  the  common  benefit  of  the  community — and  that  the  community 
have  a  right  to  reform  or  abolifh  government — that  every  member 
of  ibciety  hath  a  right  to  protection  of  life,  liberty,  and  property—. 
«nd  io  return  is  bound  to  contribute  his  proportion  of  the  expeuce 
of  that  protection,  and  yield  his  perfonal  fervice  when  neceiTary— > 
tiiat  be  ihall  not  be  obliged  to  give  evidence  againft  himfelf'^that  the 
people  have  a  right  to  bear  arms— -but  no  ftanding  armies  fliall  be 
maintained  in  time  of  peace— that  the  people  have  a  right  to  hold 
fhemfelves,  their  houfes,  papers,  and  poifeffions,  free  from  fearch  or 
li^zure-— and  therefore  warrants  without  oaths  firft  made,  affording 
fufficient  foundation  for  them,  are  contiaiy  to  that  right,  and  ought 
pot  to  be  granted — that  no  perfon  fliall  be  liable  to  be  tranfported 
put  of  this  A^C  for  trial  for  any  offence  committed  within  this 

^tatc,  «(c,  ^ 
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rtAMB  or  OOYGKMMENT. 

By  the  frame  of  government,  the  fuprcme  Icgiflative  power  |, 
vefted  in  the  Houfe  of  Reprefcntatives  of  the  freemen  of  the  State  of 
Vermor.t,  to  be  chofen  annually  by  the  freemen  on  the  firft  Tuefdajr 
in  September,  and  to  meet  the  fecond  Thwfday  of  the  Aicceedmg 
Oftobcr. — This  body  is  vefted  with  all  the  powers  neceflfary  for  the 
legiflaturc  of  a  free  ftate.— Two  thirds  of  the  whole  number  of  repre- 
fcntatives elcfted  make  a  quorum. 

Each  inhabited  town  throughout  the  State  has  a  right  to  fend  ont 
reprefentative  to  the  alTembly. 

The  fupreme  executive  power  is  vefted  in  a  governor,  lieu- 
tenant-governor, and  twelve  counfellors,  to  be  chofen  annually 
in  the  fame  manner,  and  vefted  with  the  fame  powers  as  in  Con* 
nedicut. 

Every  perfon  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  who  has  refided  in 
the  State  one  whole  year  next  before  the  eleftion  of  reprefentatives, 
and  is  of  a  quiet,  peaceable  behaviour,  and  will  bind  himfelf  by  hit 
oath,  to  do  what  he  fliall  in  confcience  judge  to  be  moft  conducive 
to  the  beft  good  of  the  State,  ftiall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  a 
freeman  of  this  State. 

Each  member  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  before  he  takes  his 
feat,  niuft  declare  his  belief  in  one  God,  in  future  rewards  and  pu- 
nifhments,  and  in  the  divinity  of  the  fcriptures  of  the  Old  and  New 
Teflament,  and  muft  profefs  the  proteftant  religion. 

Courts  of  juftice  are  to  be  eftabliAied  in  every  county  throughout 
the  State. 

The  fupreme  eourt,  and  the  feveral  courts  of  common  pleas  of 
this  State,  beiides  the  powers  ufually  exercifed  by  fuch  courts,  have 
the  powers  of  a  court  of  chancery,  fo  far  as  relates  to  perpetuating 
teftimony,  obtaining  evidence  from  places  not  within  the  State,  and 
the  care  of  the  perfons  and  eftates  of  thofe  who  are  non  compotet 
mentis^  8cc,  All  profecutions  are  to  be  commenced  in  the  name  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  freemen  of  the  State  of  Vermont.  The  Ic- 
giflature  are  to  regulate  entails  fo  as  to  prevent  perpetuities. 

All  field  and  ftaff  officers,  and  commiflioned  officers  of  the 
army,  and  all  general  officers  of  the  militia,  fhall  be  chofen  by  the 
general  aifembly,  and  be  commilBoned  by  the  governor. 

Every  feventh  year,  beginning  with  the  year  1785,  thirteen  per- 
fons, none  of  whom  are  to  be  of  the  council  or  alTembly,  fhall  be 
chofen  by  the  freemen,  and  be  called  •<  the  council  of  ceftfort," 
3  vhofir 
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whofe  duty  it  fliall  be  to  inquire  whether  the  conftitution  hai  been 
prcierved  inviolate  in  every  part— whether  the  legiflative  and  execu- 
tive power*  have  been  properly  exercifed — taxes  juftly  laid  and  col- 
leded— the  public  monies  rightly  dii'pofed  of— -and  the  lawi  duly 
executed.— -For  thefe  purpofes  they  (hall  have  power  to  fend  for 
perfoni»  papers,  &c.— to  paft  public  cenfuret— to  order  impeach- 
inenti»  and  to  recommend  the  repeal  of  all  laws  enacted  conk:rary  to 
the  principles  of  the  confiitution.  They  are  to  be  vefted  with  thefe 
powers  for  one  year  only*  after  the  day  of  their  election. 

The  council  of  cenfors,  when  oeceflary,  may  call  a  conventioua 
to  mert  two  yean  after  their  fitting— to  alter  the  conftitutbn— the 
propofed  alterations  to  be  publiflied  at  lead  fix  months  before  the 
dcAion  of  delegates  to  fuch  convention. 
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NEW^HAMPSHiRE. 


SitUATiON,  EXT ENt,  AND  BOUKDARIK'i. 


Misstate  is  fitdated between  41"  41' and  ^.-f  \t'  NJatltiiJ?^ 
and  4»  3<J'  and  kP  17'  E.  longitude  fronrt  Philadcljihk.  Its  (."a^-th 
from  the  northern  to  the  fouthera  extremity  \t  fMt  hmicr^d  Sn^ 
ilxty-eight  miles ;  itd  greateft  breadth,  meafured  fton>;  the  entrtiucc 
of  Pafcataqua  harbour,  to  the  moutH  of  Weft  river,  which  ft.'',i  v.uii 
Conrie£licut  river,  op|)ofite  the  town  of  Chefterfielc!,  is  ninety  aitlp^. 
This  line  crofles  the  43d  degree  of  latitude; ,  From  this  line  tiorfh- 
erly,  New-Iiampfiiire  decrcales  in  breadth.  On  the  44.th  •^io.^rco 
of  latitude,  it  is  fifty-five  miles,  and  on  the  45t^  <lrgrce,  nine^cca 
miles  wide. 

It  is  bounded  on  the  fouth  by  the  State  of  MaiTachufeti:.,  ivixix 

\\  hich  it  is  divided  by  a  line,  beginning  on  the  fea  fhore,  at  a  point; 

''.  three  rtiilcs  northward  of  the  m6uth  of  the  river  Merrimack,-  pui - 

tfuing  a  courfe  fimilar  to  the  curvature  of  that  river,  at  the  fannic  dlf- 

stance,  and  ending  at  a  point,  three  miles  north  />f  FaturJket  fail,  in 

the  town  of  Dracut.    From  this  point,  the  lim    ;xra).i'?  o'l  s  fnp- 

pofed  due  weft  cottffe,  till  it  crofles  Connedlicut  river,  anii  tvA*.  oA 

hs  wefiern  Bank,  the  diftatice  being  fifty-five  T.lie:. 

From  the  point  where  this  line  ftrikes  C'^n^jefticuL  nv'er,  up  to  th6 
forty.fiftH  degree  of  latitude,  the  wcueriu  bank  of  that  riVer  is  thie 
weftern  boundary  of  Nev/.Hampfnire,  and  the  ea:ftem  boundary  of 
Vermont. 

On  its  eafiern  fide,  New-Harripftlire  is  bounded  by  thrf  Atlantic 
ocean,  from  the  aforementioned  point,  three  miles  northward  of  the 
month  of  Merrimack  river^  along  the  fhore,  to  the  middle  of  ttke 
Jniiri  entrance  0^  Pafcataqua  harbour,  which  diftance  is  computed  ta 
be  about  eighteen  miles.    Thence  the  bottndary  line  nms  up  th«. 
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middle  of  the  river,  to  itar  mod  northerly  head,  which  Is  a  pond, 
fituated  partly  in  the  town  of  Wakefield,  and  partly  in  the  town  of 
Shaplcy,  in  the  county  of  York ;  a  diftancc  from  the  mouth  of  the 
harbour,  of  about  forty  miles,  in  N.  N.  W.  courfe.  From  the  head 
of  this  pond,  according  fo  ftie  royal  ^eteJnfti nation,  in  1740,  the  di- 
viding line  was  to  run  "  north,  two  degrees  weft,  till  one  hundred 
and  twenty  miles  were  finiftied,  from  the  mouth  of  Pafcataqua  har- 
bour, or  until  it  nieet  with  Bis  Majefly's  other  goverhmwits."  The 
reafon  for  mentitning  this  fpecific  diftance  in  the  decree,  was,  that 
one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  were  the  extent  of  the  province  of 
Maine,  At  that  time,  no  other  government  fubjeft  to  the  Britifli 
tfown  lay  in  that  diredlion.  In  1763,  the  nevr  province  of  Quebec 
was  ercfted,  and  its  fouthern  boundary  was  "  a  line  pafling  along 
tile  high  lands,  which  divide  the  rivers  that  empty  themfelves  into  the 
liver  St.  Lawrence,  from  thofe  which  fall  into  the  fea."  By  the 
treaty  of  peace  between  America  and  Britain,  in  1783,  all  the  lands 
fouthward  of  that  line,  reckoning  it  from  the  eaftward  '*  to  the 
fiorth'Wcft  head  of  Connedicut  river,  and  thence  down  along  the 
middle  of  that  river,  to  the  forty-fifth  degree  of  north  latitude," 
were  ceded  to  the  United  States.  Thefe  determinations  have  been 
jb  conftrued,  as  to  favour  an  extenfion  of  the  line  between  New- 
Hampfliire  and  Maine,  to  the  high  lands  which  bound  the  pro'* 
y'mce  of  Quebec ;  a  diftance  of  twenty-five  miles  beyond  the  northern 
Jimits  of  the  province  of  Maine. 

New-Hampfliire  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Britifli  province  of 
Qyebec,  The  north-eaftern  extremity  of  this  boundary  line  is  a 
bitch  tree,  marked  N.  E.  New-Hampfliire,  1789.  This  line  ex- 
tends along  the  high  lands>  feventeen  miles  and  two  hundred  and 
feven  rods,  to  the  head  of  the  north-weftcrn  branch  of  Connedicut 
river }  at  which  extremity  is  a  fir  tree,  infcribed  N.  H.  N.  W. 
1789.  Thence  the  boundary  defcends  to  the  forty-fifth  degree  of 
latitude,  along  the  middle  of  the  north-weftern  branch,  which  there 
unites  with  the  north-»aftern,  or  main  branch  of  the  river. 

AIR,   CLIMATE,  AND  SEASONS. 

Th«  air  of  New-HampHiire  is  generally  pure  and  falubriousw 

louring  the  winter  months,  the  prevailing  wind  is  from  the  north- 

weft,  which  is  dry,  cold,  and  bracing  ;  it  rarely  brings  fnow,  but 

,  when  it  does,  the  degree  of  cold  is  increafed.    That  the  coldnefs  of 

tlie  i)(H'th<wcft  wind  is  owing  to  the  great,  lakes,  w  a  vulgar  error, 

ofteji 
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«Aen  retailed  by  geographical  writers,  and  adopted  by  unthinking 
people..  AH  ihe  great  lakes  lie  weftward  of  the  N.  W.  point,  and 
{pmeoi  fbgm  fouthward  of  W.  It  is  more  natural  to  fuppofe  that- 
the  i^menle  wildernefs,  butefpccially  the  mountains,  when  corered 
with  fnoiv,  give  a  keenneis  to  the  air,  as  a  cake  of  ice  to  a  quantity 
of  liquor  in  which  it  floats;  and  that  this  air,  put  in  rnotion,  con- 
veys its  cold  as  far  as  it  extends. 

The  deepeft  fnows  fall  with  a  north-eaft  wind,  and  ftorros  fropi 
that  quarter  are  moft  violent,  and  of  longeft  duration  ;  after  which, 
the  wind/:on)nionly  change*  to  tlie  N.  W.  and  blows  briflily  for  a  day 
or  two,  driving  the  fnow  into  heaps.  This  effect  is  produced  only  in 
the  open  grounds ;  in  the  foreft,  the  fnow  lies  levej,  from  two  tp 
four  feet  in  depth  throughout  the  winter.  On  the  mountains,  the 
fnow  falls  earher,  and  remains  later  than  in  the  low  grounds.  On 
thofe  elevated  fummits,  the  winds  alfo  have  greater  force,  driving 
the  fnow  into  the  long  and  deep  gullies  of  the  mountain^,  where  it 
is  fo  confoUdated,  as  not  to  be  eafily  dilTolved  by  the  vernal  fun^ 
Spots  of  fnow  are  feen  on  the  ibuth  fides  of  the  mountains  as  late  as 
May,  and  on  the  higheft  till  July.  > 

Light  frofts  begin  in  September ;  in  Oftober  they  are  more  fre- 
quent, and  by  the  end  of  that  month,  ice  is  made  in  fmall  collec- 
tions of  water,  but  thp  weaher  is  moftly  ferene.    November  is  a  va- 
riable month,  alternately  wet  and  dry ;  the  furface  of  the  ground  is 
frequently  frozen  and  thawed.    The  fame  weather  continues  through 
a  part  of  December,  but  commonly,  in  the  courfe  of  this  month, 
the  rivers  and  the  earth  are  thoroughly  frozen,  and  well  prepared  tq 
receive  and  retain  the  fnow.    January  often  produces  a  thaw,  which 
is  fucceeded  by  a  fevere  froft.    In  February,  the  deepeft  fnows  an4 
the  coldeft  weather  prevails ;  but  tiie  loweft  depreffion  of  tl^e  ther- 
mometer is  generally  followed  by  wet  and  mild  weather.    March  is 
biufj^ering  and  cold,  with  frequent  flights  of  fnow ;  byt  the  fun  is 
then  fp  high  }s  tp  jnglt  the  fqow  at  poon.    Ii)  Apri),   the  opei^ 
couptry  is  generally  cleared  of  fnow,  but  it  commonly  lies  in  the 
woods  till  May.     This  is  the  ufual  routine  of  the  wintry  feafon,  but 
there  are  fometimes  variations.  In  1771,  the  fnow  did  not  fall  till  the 
end  of  January  ;  in  1 786,  it  was  very  deep  in  the  beginning  of  De- 
cember,    When  the  fnow  comes  early,  it  preferves  the  ground  from 
being  deeply  frozep,  ptherwife  the  froft  penetrates  to  the  depth  of 
three  feet  or  more. 

}»  Frofa 
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From  the  middle  of  September^  the  mornings  and  .evenings  oegiif 
to  be  fo  chill,  that  a  fmall  fire  becomes  a  defirabl^  companion.  In 
Odober,  the  weather  requires  one  to  be  kept  more  fteadily ;  fron^ 
the  time  that  the  autumnal  r?j\^»  copie  on  in  November,  it  is  in- 
variably neceflary  to  the  end  of  March ;  in  April  it  is  interipitted  at 
noon ;  a  ftorm  is  always  expected  in  May,  and,  till  that  is  paft,  the 
chimney  is  not  clofed ;  they  therefore  reckon  ei^ht  month^  of  cold 
w.$9ther  in  the  year. 

It  has  often  be^n  pbferyed,  that  thunder  clopds^  when  near  the 

earth,  feem  to  be  attracted  by  large  colle£bions  of  water.    In  the 

.  neighbourhood  of  Jakes  and  ponds,  the  thunder  is  reverberated  froni 

the  furrounding  mountains  in  a  grand  and  folemn  echo  of  long  conti: 

nqance. 

A  fouth-weft  breeze  in  fummer  is  accompanied  with  a  ferene  flcy^ 
and  this  is  the  warmeft  of  their  winds.  The  N.  W.  wind  does  no^ 
blow  ip  fiunmer,  but  after  a  thunder  (hower,  when  its  elailicity  and 
coolnefs  are  as  refrcfliing  as  the  preceding  heat  is  tedious. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  frefli  rivers  and  ponds,  a  whiti(h  fog  m 
the  morning,  lying  qver  the  water,  is  a  fure  indication  of  fair  wea- 
ther for  that  day,  and  when  no  fog  is  fptn,  rain  is  expected  before 
night.  In  ^he  mpuntainous  parts  of  the  country,  the  afcent  of  va- 
pours, and  their  formation  into  clouds,  is  a  curious  and  entertaining 
objedl.  '^he  vapours  are  feen  rifing  in  fmall  columns,  likefmoke 
from  chimneys ;  when  rifen  to  a  certain  height,  they  fpread,  meet, 
condenfe,  and  are  attrafted  by  the  mountains,  where  thej^  either 
diftil  in  gentle  dews,  and  replenifti  the  fprings,  or  defcend  in  fliowers, 
accompanied  with  thunder.  After  flwrt  intermiffions,  the  procefij 
is  repeated  many  times  in  the  cpurfe  of  a  fummer  day,  affording  to 
travellers  a  lively  iHuftrationof  what  is  obi'erved  in  the  book  of  Job, 
"  they  are  wet  with  the  fliowers  of  the  mountain.'-* 

The  aurora  borealis  was  firfl  noticed  in  New-Hampfhire,  in  the 
year  lyig.f    The  elder  people  fay  it  is  much  more  frequent  now 

than 


*  Job.  xxiv.  8. 

•}•  The  following  account  of  this  appearance  is  taken  from  the  Bofton  News  Letter 
of  Mavch  14,  1720. 

"  Th*  1-itc  extraordinary  aprearance  in  the  heavens,  of  December  11,  is  the  firft  of 
the  kind  thnt  is  known  tn  h  vc  been  feen  in  Ncw-England,  and  was  at  the  fame  time 
obftrveJ  througliout  tic  countiy.  Some  fay  it  wa?  feen  at  three  fo'eral  times,  vii.  at 
eight,  twelve,  and  aj^ain  tuward  morning.    The  account  of  fome  is,  of  a  cloud  lyipi; 

Icngthway, 
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than  formerly.    It  foflnetimes  appejirp  ip  the  fonn  of  |i  lumioom 
I  arch,  extending  from  cart  to  welV,  but  more  commonly  rife*  hom  ^ 
idaikconvcxityintlu  north,  an4  flajh^s  vpward  toward  theacnith. 
In  a  calm  night,  and  in  the  intervals  i:)et'.'een  gentle  flaws  of  wind, 
&n  attentive  ear,  in  a  retired  fituation,  nr.;./  perceive  it  to  be  accom- 
panied with  a  found.*  This  Iqitjinous  appearance  has  been  obferve4 
)n  all  icafons  of  the  year,  in  the  extremes  of  heat  and  cold,  and  in  all 
the  intern lediate  degrees.    The  colour  of  the  ftreams  is  fometinie) 
yarieguted,    white,    blue,    yellow  and   red,    the  luftre  of  which, 
^ci^ed  froni  the  fnow,  is  an  i^ppear^nce.  highly  pi6turefc|iie  and  ea^ 
:|£rtiuning. 

FACE  QF  THE  COUNTRY,    SEA  COAST, 
MOUNTAINS,    &c. 

•  The  whole  exteijt  of  the  fea  coaft,  from  the  fouthern  boundary, 
^o  the  mouth  of  Paicataqua  harbour,  i$  about  eighteen  miles.  The 
fliore  is  mofily  a  (andy  beech,  within  which  are  fait  marfhes,  inter- 
fe£ted  by  creeks.  There  are  feveraj  coves  for  fifliing  veflels,  hut  the 
only  harbour  for  fliips,  and  the  only  fea  port  in  New-Hamplhire,  i| 
Fafcataqua,  where  the  fhore  is  rocky  ;  its  latitude  is  43"  5'  N.  and 
jts  longitude  70°  41'  W.  fr9m  the  royal  obfcrvatory  at  Green- 
yvich. 

In  the  middle  of  the  harbour's  mouth,  lies  Great>Ifland,  on  which 
the  town  of  Newcaft'.e  is  buijp.  Op  the  N.  £.  point  of  this  iiland  a 
light  houfe  was  erected  in  177 1,  at  tlie  ejcpence  of  the  province,  ba% 
it  is  now  ceded  to  the  United  States.  The  diredions  for  entering  the 
harbour  are  thefe :  "  Ships  coming  from  the  Eaft,  (liould  keep  in 
twelve  fathom,  till  the  light  be^s  N.  half  a  point  E.  or  W.  diilant 
jthree  miles,  to  avpid  a  ledge  of  rocks  which  lies  off  the  mouth  -of 
^he  harbour,    then  bear  away  for  the  light,   Jceeping  the  weileip 

lengthway,  toward  the  noith-wcft  and  north-eaft ;  from  the  ends  of  wliich  arofc  tu« 
clouds,  afcending  toward  the  middle  of  the  heavens,  of  a  deep  red  colour,  and  almoft 
meeting  each  other,  then  defccnding  toward  the  place  whence  they  arnfe.  The  air  \va» 
light  in  the  time  of  it,  as  a  little  after  fun  fer,  or  before  fun  rife  j  and  fome  faw  lights, 
fomething  liiie  ftiooting  ftars,  llreaming  upwards  from  the  clouds.  It  was  fceii  in  our 
towns  all  along  ;  and  the  great  variety  of  accounts  may  in  part  proceed  from  this,  that 
fome  faw  only  one,  others  another  of  its  appearances." 

*  If  any  perfon  would  have  a  precife  idea  of  the  found,  c»j(ed  by  ths  flafhtng  of  the 
(turoi-a  borealh,  let  him  hold  a  iiik  handkerchief  by  the  corner,  in  ons  hand,  and  witl» 
the  ihiunb  and  finger  of  the  other  hand,  mak;  a  quick  ftro'«  along  its  edge. 

fliore 
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ftore  on  board,  and  coming  no  nearer  that  fliore  than  the  depth  of 
nine  fathoms,  giving  the  light  a  proper  birth,  and  Handing  over  to 
the  northern  fliorc  of  the  river,  where  they  may  anchpr  in  nine  fa» 
ffaoms,  abreaft  of  Sparhawk's  point.  Ships  coming  from  the  fouth- 
ward,"  fhould  ob'erve  the  fame  direftions  refpfefting  the  light,  an4 
keep  in  nine  fathom*  on  the  weftern  Ihore." 

Between  the  north  fide  of  Great-lfland  and  Kittery  ihore,  is  the 

main  entrance,  about  a  mile  wide,  nine  and  ten  fathoms  deep.    The 

snchorage  is  good  ;  the  fliore  is  lined  with  rocks ;  the  harbour  is 

land-locked  on  all  fides,  and  perfectly  fafe.    The  tides  rife  from  ten 

to  fourteen  feet.     The  other  entrance  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Great-. 

]fland  is  called  Little  Harbour ;  the  water  here  ia  fiioal,  and  the 

bottom  landy.  • 

■    There  are  feveral  iflands  in  the  river,  between  which  and  the 

fliores  are  channels  for  fmall  veflels  and  boats.     Between  the  upper 

end  of  Great-Ifland,  and  the  town  of  Portfmouth,  on  the  fouthern 

fide  of  the  river,  is  a  broad,   deep,    ftill  water,   called  the  Pool, 

where  the  largeft  fliips  may  lie  very  conveniently  and  fecurely.  This 

wa«  the  ufual  fiation  for  the  ma(^  Ihips,  of  which  feven  have  been 

loading  at  one  time.  ' 

•  Tl>e  main  channel  lies  between  Pierce's  ifland  and  Seavey's,  on 

each  of  which,  batteries  of  cannon  were  planted,  and  entrenchments 

formed  in  1775.    Here  the  ftream  is  contraded  to  a  very  narrow  pafy 

fage,  and  the  tide  is  extremely  rapid,  but  the  water  is  deep,  with  a 

bold  rocky  fhore  on  each  fide.    The  rapidity  of  the  current  prevents 

the  river  from  freezing  in  the  fevereft  winters. 

Three  leagues  from  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  lie  the  ides  of 
Shoals,  which  are  feven  in  number.  On  Star-Illand,  the  town 
of  Gofport  is  built,  which  belongs  to  New-Hampfhire.  Th« 
dividing  line  runs  between  that  and  the  next  ifland  to  the  northward, 
which  belongs  to  Maflachufetts ;  here  is  a  good  road  with  moorings, 
and  an  artificial  dock  has  been  conftrufted,  with  great  labour  and  ex- 
pence,  by  Mr.  Haley,  for  fiftiing  veflels.  Ships  fometiraes  take 
flielter  here  in  bad  weather^  but  it  is  not  then  fafe  for  thofe  of  larg<: 
bulk.  Thefe  iflands  being  of  folid  rock,  with  but  little  earth,  arc 
incapable  of  any  improvement  by  tillage,  though  they  afford  fome 
pafturage  and  gardens.  The  inhabitants  have  formerly  carried  on 
the  cod  fiftiery  to  great  advantage,  but  it  has  been  lor  fome  years 
declining.      Salt-works  have  been  erefted  on  one  of  the  iflands, 
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-which  have  yielded  fait  of  a  fuperior  quality,  excellently  adapted  t» 
the  curing  of  fifti. 

The  remarkable  mountaui,  Agamcnticxw,  lies  about  four  leagues 
north  of  the  entrance  of  Pafcataqua,  and  there  are  three  inferior  fuirt- 
mils,  known  by  the  name  of  Froft's  Hills,  at  a  lefs  diftance  on  the 
N.  W*  Thefe  are  fituate  within  the  county  of  York,  formerly  called 
the  province  of  Maine ;  but  from  the  fea,  no  remarkable  high  land* 
appear,  which  are  within  the  limits  of  New-Hampfliire,  nearer  than 
twenty  or  thirty  miles.  The  firft  ridge  is  continued  through  the 
towns  of  RocheAer,  Harrington,  and  Nottingham,  and  the  feveral 
fummits  are  diftinguiflied  by  different  names,  as  Teneriffe,  Saddle^ 
back,  Tuckaway,  &c.  but  the  general  name  is  the  Blue  Hills.  Beyond 
thefe  are  feveral  higher  ones,  as  Mount  Major,  Moofe  Mountain^ 
&c.  thefe  arc  not  in  a  continued  range,  but  detached ;  between  them 
are  many  fmaller  elevations,  fome  of  which  are,  and  others  are  not» 
diftinftly  named.  Farther  back  the  mountains  rife  higher,  and 
among  the  third  range,  Choconia,  Oflapy,  and  Kyarfarge,  claim; 
the  pre-eminence.  Beyond  thefe,  is  the  lofty  ridge,-  which  is  com- 
monly called  the  height  of  land,  becaufe  it  feparates  the  branches  of 
the  river  Connefticut  from  thofe  of  Merrimack.  In  this  ridge  it 
the  Grand  Monadnock,  twenty-two  miles  eaft  of  the  river  Connec- 
ticut, and  ten  miles  north  of  the  fouthern  boundary  line.  Thirty 
miles  north  of  this,  lies  Sunnapee  Mountain,  and  forty-eight  miles 
farther  in  the  fame  direiElion  is  Mooihelock.  The  ridge  then  is  con- 
tinued north-eafterly,  dividing  the  waters  of  the  river  Connefticut 
from  rhofe  of  Saco  and  Amarifcoggin,  Here  the  mountains  rife 
much  higher,  and  the  mofl  elevated  fummits  in  this  range  are  the 
White  Mountains. 

Mountains  appear  of  different  colours,  according  to  the  nature  of 
their  exterior  furface,  the  feafon  of  the  year,  and  the  diflance  of  the 
obferver.  They  are  all  covered  with  wood,  the  fmaller  ones  wholly, 
the  larger  have  bald  fummits,  which  appear  white,  as  long  as  the 
fnow  remains ;  but  at  other  times  vary  their  colour  according  to  the 
diflance  of  the  obferver.  If  he  is  very  nigh,  they  appear  of  the  grey 
colour  of  the  rock,  and  the  farther  he  recedes,  their  appearance  is 
a  paler  blue,  till  it  becomes  nearly  of  the  colour  of  the  iky.  The 
Woody  parts  of  mountains,  when  v,iexved  at  a  fmall  didance,  are 
green,  at  a  greater  diftance,  blue.  From  fome  favourable  fitua- 
tions-,  all  thefe  varieties  may  be  feen  at  once  ;  mountains  of  diflfierent 

Ihades 
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ftadtis,  tffxturesi  and  ektatioas,  are  prefented  to  the  eye  of  the  cu* 
tious  obrerver. 

The  wood  bn  thdii  mmih'tains  is  of  various  litnds,  but  the^  have 
all  more  or  lefs  of  the  evergreens,  as  pine,  fpruce,  hemlock,  and 
fir,  irtitei'mixed  with  (Krubs  and  vines.  It  is  univerfally  obfervedj 
that  trees  of  every  kind  ditninifh  in  their  fize  to\*ard  the  fiimmit } 
tnany  of  them,  though  ihort,  appear  to  be  very  aged.  On  fome 
Ipountatns  we  find  a  flirubbery  of  hemlock  and  fprucc,  whofo 
branches  are  ktiit  together  fo  as  to  be  irtipenetrable  ;  the  fnow  lodged 
on  their  tops,  and  a  cavity  is  forthed  underneath ;  thefe  are  called  by 
the  Indians,  Hakmantaks. 

On  the  tops  of  feVeral  of  the  higheft  rKountalHs,  are  fmall  collec- 
tions of  watery  and  on  others,  rhar(hy  fpots,  which  are  frequented  by 
aquatic  birds.  The  roads  over  thofe  mountains  which  are  paflablei 
•re  frequently  wet  and  miry,  while  the  valleys  below  are  dry. 
About  two  or  three  feet  under  the  furface  of  the  mountain,  is  a  firnt 
earth,  called  the  pan,  which  is  impenetrable  by  water ;  the  rains  and 
dews  are  therefore  retained  in  the  fofter  foil,  or  formed  into  fpririg^ 
and  brooks.^  This  foil  is  made  by  the  rotting  of  fallen  leaves  and 
wood,  the  growth  of  pa  ft  ages. 

Mountainous  countries  are  obferved  to  be  moft  fubjeft  to  earth- 
quakes, and  the  nearer  any  lands  are  to  mountains^  it  may  be  ex« 
ped^ed  that  thefe  commotions  will  be  more  frequent;  New-England 
has  ntfver  been  viiited  with  deftru£live  earthquakes^  but  more  (hocks 
have  been  obferved  in  its  northern  than  in  its  fouthern  parts.  After 
the  great  (hocks  in  1727  and  *755,  which  were  perceived  through 
a  great  part  of  the  continent^  fmaller  (hocks  were  ntore  frequent 
in  Nevv-Hamp(hire  than  at  Bofton.  From  1755  to  1774,  fcarcely  i 
yearpa(red  without  fome  repetition;  from  that  time  to  1783,  none 
%ere  obferved,  and  there  have  been  but  tivo  or  three  lince. 

Several  phenorhena  refpefting  the  larger  niountains,  afford  mat- 
ter of  amufementf  and  fome  are  of  real  ufe.  People  who  live  near 
themj  humouroufly  ftile  the  mountains  their  almanack,  becaijfe  by 
the  afcent  and  attraftion  of  vapours,  they  can  form  a  judgment  of  the 
tveather.  If  a  cloud  is  attrafted  by  a  mountain,  and  hovers  on  its 
top,  they  predift  rain ;  and  if,  after  rain,  the  mountain  continues  cap- 
ped, they  expcft  a  repetition  of  fKowers.  A  ftorm  iS  preceded  for 
feveral  hours  by  a  roaring  of  the  mountain,  which  may  be  heard  ten 
or  twelve  miles.  This  is  fi-cquently  obferved  by  people  who  live  near 
the  £ran4  Moaadnock,    It  b  alfo  faid,  that  when  theie  is  a  perfect 
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calm  OB  the  fouth  fide^  there  is  fomctime*  a  furioui  wind  oo  the 
north,  which  drives  the  fnow,  £»  that  it  u  feen  whirling  far  abovo 
thetreea.* 

The  town  of  Moultenboroug^  lies  under  the  S.W.  fide  of  the 
grent  Oflapy  mountain,  and  it  is  there  obferved,  that  in  a  N.  £•  ftorm* 
**  the  wind  fells  over  the  mountain  like  water  over  a  dam,  and  with 
fuch  a  force  as  frequently  to  unroof  the  houfe8."f 

The  altitude  of  this  mountain  has  not  been  afcertained,  but  that 
of  the  grand  Monadnock  was  meafured  in  1 780,  by  James  Winthrop, 
£fq.  by  means  of  a  barometer,  and  the  table  of  correfponding 
heights,  in  Martin's  Pbilofiphica  Britan»ica.X  At  the  bafe,  on  the 
north  fide,  the  barometer  being  at  28,4,  gave  an  elevation  of  one 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  hinety-five  feet.  At  the  upper  edge 
of  the  wood  it  was  at  37,0,  which  denoted  two  thoufand  fix  hundred 
eighty>two  fieet }  and  at  the  higheft  point  of  the  rock  »6,4,  which 
announced  an  elevation  of  three  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fifty-four 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  lea.        <# 

The  bafe  of  this  mountain  is  about  five  miles  in  diameter,  from 
north  to  fouth,  and  about  three  from  eaft  to  weft.  Its  fummit  is  « 
bald  rock;  on  fome  parts  of  it  are  lai^e  piles  of  broken  rocks,  and  on 
the  fides  ar«  feme  appetyrances  of  the  explofion  of  fubtcrraneoua 
fires. 

A  fimilar  phenomenon  has  been  obferved  on  a  mountain,  in  the 
eownfliip  of  Chefterfield,  adjoining  Connedicut  river,  called  Weft 
rivdr  mountain.  About  the  year  1730,  the  garrifon  of  Fort  Dum- 
mer,  diftant  four  miles,  was  alarmed  with  frequent  explofions,  and 
with  cohimni  of  fire  and  fmoke  emitted  from  the  mountain.  The  like 
appearances  have  been  obferved  at  Various  times  fince,  particularly 
one  in  17$^,  which  was  the  Aioft  violent  of  any.  There  are  two  places 
where  the  rocks  bear  marks  of  having  been  heated  and  calcined.  A 
company  of  perfons  having  >conceived  a  notion  of  precious  metals 
being  contained  in  .this  mountain,  have  penetrated  it  in  various  di« 
regions,  and  have  found  further  evidences  of  internal  fires,  parti- 
cularly a  large  quantity  of  icorise,  in  fome  parts  loofe,  in  others  ad- 
hering to- the  rocks.  The  only  valuable  cfFe£l  of  their  induftry  jis 
the  difcoveryof  a  fine,  foft,  yellow  earth,  which  when  burned,  is 
changed  into  a  brown  pigment,  and  another  of  the  colour  of  the 
peach  bloflbm.    There  is  alfo  obferved  on  the  earth,  which  has  been 
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thrown  out,  a  white  incruftation,  which  has  the  tafte  of  nitre/  Th« 
top  of  the  mountain  is  an  area  of  about  twenty  rods  fquare,  which  is 
hollow,  and  in  a  wet  feafon  is  filled  with  water,  as  is  common  on  tho 
tops  of  mountains,  but  there  is  no  appearance  of.fuch  a  crater  as  ispe* 
ctiliar  to  volcanos.  Under  the  moatitain  arc  ronny  fragments  of  rock 
w^ich  hav*  fiilien  from  it,  but  whether  by  explofions,  or  any  other  con- 
vulfions,  or  by  force  of  the  froft,  cannot  be  afcertained.  An  account  uf 
thefe  appearances  was  fent  to  the  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  by 
the  late  Daniel  Jones,  Efq.  of  Hinfdale.*  Since  which,  it  is  faid, 
that  the  noit'e  has  been  again  heard ;  but  in  a  late  viiit  to  the  moun- 
tain, by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gay,  no  fign  of  any  recent  explofion  could 
be  difcovered ;  nor  can  any  thing  be  added  to  what  Mr.  Jones  hav 
written  on  the  fiibjedt.f 

The  White  Mountains  are  by  far  the  moft  ftupendous  of  any 
in  this  State,  or  in  New-England,  and  perhaps  are  the  moft  remark- 
able of  any  within  the  United' States ;  they  therefore  merit  particu- 
lar notice.    Mr.  Belknap  elegantly  defcribes  them  as  follows : 

From  the  earlieft  fettlement  of  the  country,  the  White  Moun- 
tains have  attracted  the  attention  of  all  forts  of  perfons.  They  arc 
undoubtedly  the  higheft  land  in  New-England,  and  in  clear  weather 
fire  difcovered  before  any  other  land,  by  veflels  coming  in  to  the 
eaftern  coaft ;  but,  by  renfon  of  their  white  appearance,  are  fre- 
quently  miftaken  for  clouds.  They  are  vifible  on  the  land  at  the 
diftance  of  eighty  miles,  on  the  fouth  and  fouth-eaft  fides;  they 
appear  higher  when  viewed  from  the  north<eaft,  and  it  is  faid,  they 
are  (ecn  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Chambl^  and  Quebec.  The 
Indians  gave  them  the  name  of  Agtochook :  they  have  a  very  ancient 
tradition  that  their  country  was.  once  drowned,  with  all  its  inhabi- 
tants, except  one  Powaw  and  his  wife,  who,  forefeeing  the  flood, 
fled  to  theie  mountains,  where  they  were  preferved,  and  that  from 
'  them  the  country  was  re-peopled4  They  had  a  fuperftitious  vene- 
ration for  the  fummit,  as  the  habitation  of  invifible beings;  they 
never  ventured  to  afcend  it,  and  always  endeavoured  to  difluade 
every  one  from  the  attempt.  From  them,  and  the  captives,  whom 
they  fometimes  led  to  Canada,  through  the  pafles  of  thefe  moun- 
tains, many  iiiStions  have  been  propagated,  which  have  given  rife  to 
marvellous  and  incredible  ftories ;  particularly,  it  has  been  i(c- 


*  Memoirs,  Vol.  I.  p.  311.  f  Gay's  MS.  Letter,  OA.  S9,  1790. 

4  Joflelyn'l  V<.ya6?  to  Niw-England,  p.  135.  ,  pj  VoiuiwiajA  • 
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ported,  that  at  Immenfe  and  inacceffiblc  heights,  there  have  been 
feen  carbuncles,  which  are  fuppofed  to  appear  luminous  in  the 
night.  Some  writers,  who  have  attempted  to  give  an  account  of 
thefe  lAoontatns,  have  afcribed  the  whitenefs  of  them  to  fhining 
rocks,  or  a  kind  of  white  mofs ;  and  the  higheft  fummit  has  been: 
deemed  inaccclRble,  on  account  of  the'extreme  cold,  which  threateot 
to  freeze  the  traveller  in  the  midft  of  fummer. 

Nature  has,  indeed,  in  that  region,  formed  her  works  on  a  hirge 
^fcale,  and  prefented  to  view  many  obje^h  which  do  not  ordinarily 
occur.  A  perfon  who  is  unacquainted  with  a  mountainous  country^ 
cannot,  upon  his  firft  coming  into  it,  make  an  adequate  judgment  ^ 
of  heights  and  diflances ;  he  will  imagine  ever}'  ti.mg  to  be  nearer 
<nnd  lefs  than  it  really  is,  until,  by  experience,  he  learns  to  correffc 
his  apprehenfions,  and  accommodate  his  eye  to  the  magnitude  and 
Situation  of  the  object  around  him.  When  amazement  is  excited  by 
the  grandeur  and  fublimity  of  the  fcenes  prefented  to  view,  it  is  ne<i 
ceflary  to  curb  the  imagination,  and  exercife  judgment  with  mathe- 
matical precifion  (  or  the  temptation  to  romance  will  be  invincible. 

The  White  Mountains  are  the  moft  elevated  part  of  a  ridge,  which 
extends  N.  £.  and  S.  W.  to  an  imnienfe  diftance.  The  area  of  their 
bafe  is  an  irregular  figure,  the  whole  circuit  of  which  is  not  left 
than  fixty  miles.  The  number  of  fummits  within  this  area  cannot 
at  prefent  be  afcertaincd,  the  country  round  them  being  a  thick  wil- 
demefs.  The  greateft  number  which  can  be  feen  at  once  is  at  Dart* 
mouth,  on  the  N.  W.  fide,  where  feven  (Vimmits  appear  at  one 
view,  of  which  four  are  bald ;  of  thefe,  the  three  highell  are  the 
moft  diftant,  being  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  cluftcr ;  one  of  thefe 
is  the  mountain  which  makes  fo  majeftic  an  appearance  all  along  the 
fhore  of  the  eaftern  counties  of  MaiTachufetts  j  it  has  lately  beeft 
diftinguiflied  by  the  name  of  Mtunt  Wajhington. 

To  arrive  at  the  foot  of  this  mountain  there  is  a  continual  afcent 
of  twelve  miles  from  the  plain  of  Pigwacket,  which  brings  the  tra* 
veller  to  the  height  of  land  between  Saco  and  Amarifcoggin  rivers. 
At  this  height  there  is  a  level  of  about  a  mile  fquare,  part  of  which 
is  a  meadow,  formerly  a  beaver  pond,  with  a  dam  at  each  end ; 
here,  though  elevated  more  thnn  three  thouCsnd  feet  above  the  level  ' 
of  the  fea,  the  traveller  finds  himfclf  iu  a  deep  valley.  On  the  eaft 
is  a  fteep  mountain,  out  of  which  ilTue  feveral  fprings,  one  of  which 
is  the  fountain  of  Ellis  river,  a  branch  of  Saco,  which  runs  fouth  ; 
another,  of  Peabody  river,  a  branch  of  Amarifcoggin,  which  runs 

K  »  north: 


^&  GETNEKAL    DESCRIPTION 

Boitht  fr6m  thii  meadow,  toward*  the  weft,  then  U  an  umntef» 
rupted  afcent  on  a  ridge  between  two  deep  gulliea  to  the  fummit 
of  Motint  Wgihington. 

>Thc  lower  p^rt  of  the  mountain  ii  fliaded  by  a  thick  growth  of 
ipruce  and  fir.  The  furf^ice  u  compofed  of  rocki,  covered  with 
JUtry  long  green  mofs,  which  extends  from  one  rock  to  another,  and 
it,  in  many  places,  fo  thick  and  ftrong,  at  to  bear  a  man's  weight. 
Thi#  immenfe  bed  of  mofs  ferves  as  a  fponge  to  retain  the  moiftore 
brought  by  the  clouds  and  vapours,  which  are  frequently  rifing  and 
gathering  round  the  mountains ;  the  thick  growth  of  wood  prevents 
the  rays  of  the  fun  from  penetrating  to  exhale  it,  fo  that  there  is  a 
coaftant  fupply  of  water  depofited  in  the  crevices  of  the  rocks,  and 
iiTuing  in  the  form  of  fprings  from  every  part  of  the  mountain. 

The  rocks  which  compofe  the  furface  of  the  mountain  tre,  in 
ibme  parts,  flate,  in  others  flint ;  fome  fpecimens  of  rock  chryftaf 
have  been  found,  but  of  no  great  value  :  no  lime-ftone  has  yet  been 
(lifCovered,  though  the  moft  likely  rocks  have  been  tried  with  aqua- 
fortis. There  is  one  precipice  on  the  eaftern  fide,  not  only  conw 
pletely  perpendicular,  but  compofed  of  jfquare  ilones,  as  regular  us 
«  piece  of  mafonry ;  it  is  about  five  feet  high,  and  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  in  length.  The  uppermoft  rocks  of  the  mountain  are  the 
common  quartz,  of  si  dark  grey  colour  i  when  broken,  they  fhew 
very  fmall  fliiniog  fpecks,  but  there  is  no  fuch  appearance  on  tho 
oxterior  part.  The  eadern  fide  of  the  mountain  rifes  in  an  angle  of 
forty-five  degrees,  and  requires  fix  or  feveo  hours  of  hard  labour  to 
afcend  it.  Many  of  the  precipices  are  fo  fteep  as  to  oblige  the  tra- 
veller to  ufe  his  hands  as  well  aa  feet,  and  to  hold  by  the  trees,  which 
diminifh  in  fize  till  they  degenerate  into  (hrubs  and  biiflies ;  above 
thefe  are  low  vines,  fome  bearing  red  and  others  blue  berries,  and 
the  uppermofl  vegetation  is  a  fpecies  of  grafs,  ca,lled  winter  grafs, 
mixed  with  the  mofs  of  the  rocks.^ 

Having 


*  *  At  the  bafe  of  the  fummit  of  Mount  Wafbington  the  linki  of  vegetation. may 
with  propriety  be  fixed ;  there  are,  indeed,  on  fome  of  tlie  rocki,  even  to  tUrir 
apices,  fcattcred  fpecks  of  »  roofly  appearance,  but  I  conceive  them  to  be  citraneoui 
fubftances  accidentally  adhering  to  the  rocks,  for  I  could  not  difcover,  with  my  bo* 
tanical  microfcope,  any  part  of  that  plant  regularly  formed.  The  limit}  of  vegeta- 
tion at  the  bafe  of  this  fummlr  are  as  well  defined  ai  that  hetwecti  the  woods  and  ttte 
bnld  or  mo^y  part.  So  ftriking  is  the  appearance,  that  at  a  conMcrable  diftanoe  the. 
mind  is  imprcflcd  with  an  idea,  that  vc|etatioa  extend*  no  further  diao  t  Utw,  u 

well 


OF   NEW-HAMPSHII^E.  ^ 

•  Having  furnaouated  the  upper  tnd  fteeped  precipice,  tbeie  it  ^ 
Iltrge  aieaj  called  the  plain ;  it  it  a  dry  heath,  compoftd  of  rock« 
covered  with  mofi,  and  bearing  the  appearance  of  a  pafture  in  the 
beginning  of  the  winter  feafon.    In  feme  opening*,  between  thQ 
rocks,  there  are  fpringi  of  water,  in  others,  dry  gravel )  here  the 
groui,  or  heatli  bird,  rei'ortt,  and  is  generally  out  of  danger ;  (everat 
of  them  were  (hot  by  fome  travellers  in  October,  1 774.    The  exteol 
of  this  plain  is  uncertain ;  from  the  eaftern  fide  to  the  foot  oi,  th« 
pinnacle,  or  fugar  loaf,  it  is  nearly  level,  and  it  may  be  walked  ovec 
i^  lefs  than  an  hour.    The  fugar  loaf  is  a  pyramidal  heap  of  grey 
rocks,  which,  in  fome  places,  are  formed  like  winding  fteps  ;  thia 
pinnacle  has  been  afcended  in  one  hour  and  a  half.    The  traveller 
having  gained  the  fummic,  is  recompenfed  for  his  tpil,  if  the  flty  b« 
ferene,  with  a  moft  noble  and  extenfive  profped.    On  the  fuutb-eaft 
iide  there  is  a  view  of  the  Atlantic  ocean,  the  neareft  part  of  wbich  i| 
fixty-five  miles  in  a  dire£l  line }  on  the  weft  and  north  the  profpedt 
is  bounded  by  the  high  lands,  which  feparate  the  waters  of  Con* 
nedicut  and  Amarifcoggin  rivers,  from  thofe  of  lake  Champlaiii 
and  St.  Lawrence.    On  the  foiith,  it  extends  to  the  fouthernmoft 
mountains  of  NeW'Hampfliire,  comprehending  a  view  of  the  lake 
Winipifeogee.    On  every  fide  of  thefe  mountains  are  long  winding 
gullies,  beginning  at  the  precipice  below  the  plain,  and  deepening  in 
the  defcent.    In  winter  the  fnow  lodges  in  thefe  gullies,  and  being 


well  defiaed  as  the  penumbra  and  Ihadow  in  a  lunar  edipfe.    The  ftones  I  have  br 
ne,  from  the  fummit,  have  not  the  fmalleft  appearance  of  mof$  upon  them. 

'  There  is  evidently  the  appearance  of  thiee  zones — i,  the  woods— a,  tlie  bald 
mofly  pait — 3,  the.  part  above  vegetation.  The  fame  appearance  has  been  obferved  on 
the  Alps>  and  all  other  high  mountains. 

*  I  recoIleA  no  grafs  on  the  plain.  The  fpaces  between  the  rocks  in  the  fecond  cone 
and  on  the  plain,  are  filled  with  fpruce  and  fir,  which,  perhaps,  have  been  growing 
ever  fince  the  creation,  and  yet  many  of  them  have  not  attained  a  greater  height  than 
three  or  four  inches,  but  their  fpreading  tops  are  fo  thicic  and  ftrong,  as  to  fupport 
the  weight  of  a  man,  without  yielding  in  the  fmalleft  degree }  the  fnows  and  winds 
keeping  the  furface  even  with  the  general  furface  of  the  rocks.  In  many  placet,^«|i 
»he  fides,  we  could  get  glades  of  this  growth,  fome  rods  in  extent,  when  we  could,  by 
fitting  down,  Aide  the  whole  length.  The  tops  of  the  growth  of  wood  were  fo  thick 
»nd  firm,  as  to  bear  us  currently  a  confiderable  dtftancc  before  we  arrived  at  the  ut- 
moft  boundaries,  which  were  almoft  as  well  defined  as  the  water  on  the  ihore  of  a 
pond.  The  tops  of  the  wood  had  the  appearance  of  having  been  fhom  off,  exhibiting  a 
fmooth  fur^Ke  from  ttwir  upper  limiu  to  a  great  diftoncc  down  the  mountain.*  MS. 
i^  Jir.  Ctit/ef, 

driven 
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irirtn  by  the  north<weft  nnd  north-eaft  wind,  from  the  top,  is  deepeft 
in  thofe  which  are  fituated  on  the  foutherly  fide.  It  ii  obferved  to 
lie  longer  in  the  fpring  on  the  fouth  than  on  the  north-weft  fide, 
which  is  the  cafe  with  many  other  hills  in  New-Hamp(hire. 

A  ranging  company,  who  afcended  the  higheft  mountain,  on  the 
N.  W.  part,  April  29th,  1725,  found  the  fnow  four  feet  deep  on  that 
fide ;  the  fiimmit  was  almoft  bare  of  fnow,  though  covered  with 
white  froft  and  ice,  and  a  fmall  pond  of  water  near  the  top  was  hard 
frozen.  I 

.  In  1774,  fome  men  who  were  maling  a  road  through  the  eaftern 
pai^  of  the  mountains,  afcended  the  mountain  to  the  fummir,  on  the 
6tbof  June,  and  on  the  fouth  fide,  iti  one  of  the  deep  gullies,  found 
a  body  of  fnow  thirteen  feet  deep,  and  fo  hard  as  to  bear  them.  On 
the  19th  of  the  fame  month  fome  of  the  party  afcended  again,  and 
in  the  fame  fpot  the  fnow  was  five  feet  deep.  In  the  firft  week  of 
September,  1783,  two  men,  who  attempted  to  afcend  the  moun- 
tain, found  the  bald  top  fo  covered  with  fnow  and  ice,  then  newly 
formed,  that  they  could  not  reach  the  fummit ;  but  this  does  not 
happen  every  year  fo  foon,  for  the  mountain  has  been  afcended  as 
late  as  the  firft  week  in  OAober,  when  no  fnow  was  upon  it ;  and 
though  the  mountains  begin  to  be  covered,  at  times,  with  fnow, 
as  early  as  September,  yet  it  goes  oflF  again,  and  feldom  gets 
fixed  till  the  end  of  October,  or  the  beginning  oF  November ;  but 
firom  that  time  it  remains  till  July.  In  the  year  1784,  fnow  was 
feen  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  largeft  mountain  till  the  lalh  of  July } 
in  1790,  it  lay  till  the  month  of  Auguft. 

During  this  period,  of  nine  or  ten  months,  the  mountains  exhibit 
more  or  Icfs  of  that  bright  appearance  from  which  they  are  deno- 
minated white.  In  the  fpring,  when  the  fnow  is  partly  dlifolved, 
they  appear  of  a  pale  blue,  ftreaked  with  white;  and  after  it  is 
wholly  gone,  at  the  diftance  of  fixty  miles,  they  are  altogether  of 
the  fame  pale  blue,  nearly  approaching  a  Iky  colour ;  while,  at  the 
fame  time,  viewed  at  the  diftance  of  eight  miles  or  lefs,  they  appear 
of  the  proper  colour  of  the  rock.  Thefe  changes  are  obferved  by 
people  wiio  live  within  conftant  view  of  them ;  and  from  thefe  fatEls 
and  obfervations  it  may  with  certainty'  be  concluded,  that  the  white- 
nefs  of  them  is  wholly  caufed  by  the  fnow«  and  not  by  any  other 
white  iubftance,  for,  in  fad,  there  is  none ;  there  are,  indeed,  in  the 
fummer  momhs,  fome  ftreaks  which  appear  brighter  than  other 
parts:    but  thefe,  when  viewed  attentively  with  a  telefcope,  arei* 

plainly 
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pUinly  obfervcd  to  be  the  edges. or  fide*  of  the  long  deep  fultici 
enlightened  by  the  fun,  and  the  dark  parti  are  the  lhad«tl  lidcaof 
the  fame ;  in  the  courfe  of  a  day  thcfc  f|)Ol»  may  be  feen  to  vary 
according  to  the  pofition  of  the  fun.  ,, 

A  company  of  gentlemen  vifited  thefe  mountaini  in  July,  tySif 
w  ith  a  view  to  make  particular  obfervations  on  thefeveral  phenomena 
>vhich  might  occur;  it  happened,  unfortunately,  that  thick  cloud* 
covered  the  mountains  aimed  the  whole  tia>e,  fo  that  fomq  of  the 
iiiftruments,  which  with  much  labour  Ihcy  cai    led  up,  were  rendered 
ufelefs ;  thefe  were  a  featant,  a  telefcope,  an  inftrument  for  atccr- 
taining  the  bearing*  of  diftant  object,  a  barometer,  •  thermometer^ 
and  feveral  others  for  different  purpofes.    In  the  barometer  the  mer- 
cury  ranged  at  12,6,  apd  the  thermometer  ftood  at  44  degrees.    It 
vas  their  intention  to  have  placed  one  of  each  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountain,  at  the  fame  time  that  the  others  weie  carried  to  the  top, 
for  the  purpofe  of  making  correfponding  obfervations ;  but  they 
were  unhappily  broken  in  the  courfe  of  the  journey,  through  the 
rugged  roads  and  thick  woods ;  and  the  barometer,  which  was  car- 
ried to  the  fummit,  had  fuffei'ed  fo  much  agitation,  that  an  allowance 
was  necclTary  to  be  made  in  calculating  the  height  of  the  mountain* 
which  was  computed,  in  round  numbers,  at  five  thoufand  and  five 
hundred  feet  above  the  meadow  in  the  valley  below,  and  nearly  ten 
thoufand  feet  above  the  level  of  the  fea.*    They  intended  to  have 
made  a  geometrical  menfuration  of  the  altitude ;  but  in  the  meadow 
they  could  not  obtain  a  bafe  of  fufficient  length,  nor  fee  the  fum- 
mit of  the  fugar  loaf ;  and  in  another  place,  where  thefe  inconve- 
niences were  removed,  they  were  prevented  by  the  almofl  continual 
obfcuration  of  the  mountains  by  clojids. 

Their  exercife  in  afcending  the  mountain  was  fo  violent,  that  when 
Dr.  Cutler,  who  carried  the  thermometer,  took  it  out  of  his  bofom, 
the  mercury  flood  at  fever  heat,  but  it  foon  fell  to  44^,  and  by  the 
time  that  he  had  adjufted  his  barometer  and  thermdmeter,  the  cold 
had  nearly  deprived  him  of  the  ufe  of  his  fingers.  On  the  upper- 
mofl  rock,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Little  began  to  ebgrave  the  letters  N.  H. 
but  was  fo  chilled  with  the  cold,  that  he  gave  the  inftniments  to 


*<^  This  computation  was  made  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cutler.  SuhCquent  obfervations  aiid 
calculations  have  induced  the  Mr.  BellKnap  Co  bcHere  the  computation  of  hi«  ii|genie«s 
friend  too  moderate,  and  be  is  petftakd,  that  whenever  the  mountain  caa  be  atea- 
furcd  with  the  requifite  precifion,  it  will  be  found  to  nttnd  an  Utoufand  fnt  «f  ptr- 

pendicularaltitudeabove  thelev^of  theoccaa.  .       \ 
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Col.  Whipple,  who  itnifhed  the  letters.  Under  a  ftone  thejr  left  t 
plMte  df  lead,  on  which  their  names  were  engraven.  The  fun  flione 
41edr  -while  they  Were  pafling  over  the  plain,  but  immediately  after 
their  arrival  at  the  higheft  fummit,  they  had  the  mortification  to  be 
enveloped  in  a  deilfe  cloud,  which  came  up  the  oppofite  fide  of  the 
mountain :  this  unfortunate  circumftance  prevented  their  making 
ttiy  farther  nfe  of  their  inftruments.  Being  thus  mvolved,  as  they 
'Were  defcending  from  the  plain,  in  one  of  the  long  deep  gullies,  not 
t)e}ng  able  to  (be  to  the  bottom,  on  a  fudden  their  pilot  flipped,  and 
was  gone  out  of  fight,  though  happily  without  any  other  damage 
tlnn  tearing  his  clothes.  This  accident  obliged  them  to  (lop.  When 
'they  turned  their  eyes  upward,  they  were  aftooiihed  at  the  immenfe 
tiepth  and  fteepnefs  of  the  place,  which  they  had  defcended  by  fixing 
"their  heels  on  the  prominent  parts  of  the  rock,  and  found  it  imprac- 
ticable to  re-afcend  the  fame  way ;  but  having  difcovered  a  winding 
gully  of  a  more  gradual  afcent,  in  this  they  got  up  to  the  plain, 
und  then  came  down  on  the  eaflern  fide ;  this  deep  gully  was  on 
the  fouth-eaft.  From  thcfe  circumftances  it  may  be  inferred,  that  it  is 
inore  praAicj(ble  and  fafe  to  afcend  or  defcend  on  the  ridges  than  in 
*the  gullies  of  the  mountain. 

Thefe  vaft  and  irregular  heights,  being  copioufly  replenilhed  with 
water,  exhibit  a  gfeat  variety  of  beautiful  cafcades,  fome  of  which 
ifall  in  a  perpendicular  flieet  or  fpout,  others  are  winding  and  floping, 
Others  fpread  and  form  a  bafon  in  the  rock,  and  then  gufli  in  a  cata- 
radi  over  its  edge.  A  poetic  fancy  might  find  full  gratification  amidft 
thefe  wild  and  rugged  fcenes,  if  its  ardor  be  not  checked  by  the  fa- 
tigue of  the  approach ;  almoft  every  thing  in  nature  which  can  be 
fuppofed  capable  of  infpiring  ideas  of  the  fublime  and  beautiful  is 
here  realifed ;  aged  mountains,  ftupendous  elevations,  rolling  clouds, 
Impending  rocks,  verdant  woods,  chryftal  dreams,  the  gentle  rill, 
and  the  roaring  torrent,  all  confpire  to  amaze,  to  foothe,  and  to  en- 
'  rapture. 

On  the  weftem  part  of  thefe  mountains  is  a  pafs,  commonly 
called  The  Notch,  ^'hich,  in  the  narrowell  part,  meafures  but 
twenf y -two  feet,  T)ctwecn  two  petpeiidicular  rocks.  From  the  height 
ftlbove  it -a  biook  defceuds,  and  ^meanders  through  a. meadow,  for- 
fiuuiy  aibeaver  pond.  It  is  furrounded  bf  Tocks,  which  on  one  fide 
4U«  -pfcpcndkuiar^  and  on  the  othm  rile  in  an  angle  of  forty-five 
•itegrtfts  tt  ftrikingly  piAurefque  f<^ne!  This  defile  was  known  to 
the  Indians,  who  formerly  led  their  capfivet  through  it  to  Canada ; 

,  3  ;    btit 
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but  it  had  been  forgotten  or  ncgkacd  till  the  year  1771,  when  two 
hunters  paffed  through  it,  and  from  their  report  the  proprietors  of. 
lands  on  the  northern  parts  of  Connefticut  river  formed  the  plaa 
of  a  road  through  it  to  the  Upper  Cohos,  from  which  it  is  diftant 
twenty-five  miles.  Along  the  eaftcrn  fide  of  the  meadow,  unde^ 
the  perpendicular  rock,  is  a  caufeway  of  large  logs  funic  into  the 
mud  by  rocks  blown  with  gunpowder  from  the  mountain.  On  thit 
tbundation  is  conftruaed  a  road,  which  paffes  through  the  narrow 
defile  at  the  fouth  end  of  the  meadow,  leaving  a  paflage  for  the  ri- 
vulet which  glides  along  the  weftern  fide.  This  rivulet  is  the  head 
of  the  river  Saco ;  and  on  the  north  fide  of  the  meadow,  at  a  little 
diftance,  is  another  brook,  which  is  the  head  of  Amonoofuck,  a 
large  branch  of  Connefticut  river.    The  latitude  of  this  place  i« 

400  la'  N. 

The  rivulet  rvhich  gives  rife  to  Saco  defcends  towards  the  fouth, 
and  at  a  little  diftance  from  the  dcfife  its  waters  are  augmented  by 
two  ftreams  from  the  left,  one  of  which  defcends  in  a  trench  of  two , 
feet  wide,  and  is  called  the  Flume,  from  the  near  refemblance 
which  it  bears  to  an  artificial  flume ;  over  thefe  are  thrown  ftrong 
bridges,  and  the  whole  conftru£tion  of  this  road  is  firm  and  durable ; 
much  labour  has  been  expended  upon  it,  and  the  nett  proceeds  of  a 
confifcated  eftatc  were  applied  to  defray  the  expcnre.  In  the  defcent 
the  pafs  widens,  and  the  ftream  increafes ;  but  for  eight  or  ten  miltis 
fiom  the  Notch,  the  mountains  on  each  fide  are  fo  near,  as  to  kave 
room  only  for  the  river  and  its  intervales,  which  are  not  more  than 
half  a  mile  wide.  In  the  courfe  of  this  defcent  feveral  curious  ob- 
jects prefent  themfelves  to  view ;  on  the  fide  of  one  mountain  is  a 
projection  refembling  a  Ihelf,  on  which  (land  four  large  fquare 
rocks,  in  a  form  refembling  as  many  huge  folio  volumes.  In  two 
or  three  places,  at  immenfe  heights,  and  perfectly  inaccefiible,  ap- 
pear rocks  of  a  white  and  red  hue,  the  furface  of  which  is  polidied, 
like  a  mirror,  by  the  conftant  trickling  of  water  over  them.  Thefe 
being  expofed  to  the  weft  and  fouth,  are  capable,  in  the  night,  of 
reflecting  the  moon  and  ftar  beams  to  the  wondering  trareller  in  the 
deep,  dark  valley  below,  and  by  the  help  of  imagination,  are  fuf* 
ficient  to  give  rife  to  the  fi£lion  of  carbuncles.^ 

To  encompafs  thefe  mountains  as  the  roads  are  laid  out,  through 
the  eaftern  and  weftern  pafTes,  and  round  tht:  northern  fide  of  th« 
whole  clufter,  it  is  neceftary  to  travel  more  than  fevcnty  miles,  and 
to  fold  eight  confiderable  rivers,  bclide  many  fmaller  ftreams.  The 
diftance  between  tuc  heads  of  rivers,  which  purfue  lUch  diflercnt 
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iJourfes  from  this  immenfe  elevation,  and  which  fall  into  the  fei  1^ 
ihany  hundred  miles  afunder,  is  fo  fmall,  that  a  traveller  may^  in  thef 
courfe  of  one  day,  drink  the!  waters  of  Saco,  Amarifcoggin,  and 
Connecticut  rivers.  Thefc  waters  ire  all  perfeftly  limpid  and  fweet,- 
excepting  one  brook  on  the  eaftern  fitie  of  Mount  Wtlhington^ 
which  has  i  fapbnaceous  tafte,  and  is  covered  with  a  very  thick  and 
Arpng  froth.  It  is  fnid,  that  there  is  a  part  of  the  mountain  where 
the  magnetic  needle  refuim  to  traverfe ;  thift  is  probably  caufed  by  a 
body  of  iron  ore.  It  is  alfo  faid,  that  a  mineral,  fuppofed  to  be  lead^ 
has  been  difcovered  near  the  eaftern  pafsj  but  that  fpnt  cannot  now 
be  found.  What  ftores  the  bowels  of  the  mountains  contain,  time 
tnuft  uhfold ;  all  ftarches  for  fubtefraneous  treafures  having  hitherto 
proved  friiltleft.  The  moft  certain  riches  Which  they  yield  are  the 
frefhets,  which  bring  down  the  foil  to  the  intervales  below,  and  .form 
a  fine  rfiould,  {jfoducihg,  by  the  aid  of  cultivation,  com  and  herbage 
in  tb".  moft  luxuriant  plenty. 

Nature  has  formed  fuch  a  connedlion  between  nlountains  and 
tivers,  that  in  defcribing  one,  we  are  unavoidably  led  to  Ipeak  of  tho 
dtheh 

New-Hampfhire  is  Co  fitiiatcd,  that  five  of  the  largcft  rivers  id 
New-Ehgland,  either  take  their  rife  within  its  limits,  or  receive  much 
of  their  water  from  its  mountains.  Thefe  are  the  Conne£licut> 
Amarifcoggin,  Saco<  Merrimack,  and  Pafcataqua.  Thefe  have  been 
before  noticed  in  our  general  view  of  New-England  j  we  fliall,  there- 
fore, only  add  fuch  obfervations  to  what  has  been  already  faid  con* 
cerning  them  as  immediately  refpeft  this  State. 

A  large  bnnch  of  the  Saco,  called  Ellis  river,  rifes  at  the  eaftern 
pafs  of  the  .v  mte  Mountains^  where  alfo  originates  Peabody  river/ 
a  branch  of  Amarifcoggin.  The  fountain  heads  of  thefe  two  rivers 
are  (o  near,  that  a  man  may  fet  his  foot  in  one  and  reach  with  his 
hand  to  the  othef.  In  lefs  than  halt"  a  mile  Ibuthward  from  this 
fountain,  a  hrge  ftream  which  runs  down  the  higheftofthe  White 
Mountains  falls  into  Ellis  river,  and  in  about  the  fame  diftance  fiorti 
this  another  falls  from  the  fame  mountain :  the  former  of  thofe 
•ftreams  is  Cutler's  river,  the  latter  New  river.  The  Ne\/  river  firft 
made  its  appearance  during  a  long' rain  in  Oftober,  1775;  '^  ^'°'^® 
down  many  rocks  tmd  trees,  forming  a  fccne  of  ruin  for  a  long 
courfe :  it  has  ever  fincebeen  a  conftant  ftream,  and  where  it  falls  into 
Ellis  river,  preftnts  to  view  a  noble  cafcade  of  about  one  hundred 
feet,  above  which  it  is  divided  into  three  ftreams,  which  ifliie  out  of 
the  bowels  of  the  mountain.    Several  other  branches  of  Saco  river 
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h\\  from  different  parts  of  this  immenfe  clufter  of  mountains,  and 
vnite  about  twelve  or  Hfteen  miles  from  the  fource,  at  the  plain  of 
Pigwacket.  ' 

Wlnipifeogee  river  comes  from  the  lake  of  that  name,  and  unites 
its  waters  with  Pemigewaflet,  at  the  lower  end  of  Sanborntown. 
From  this  junAion,  the  confluent  ftream  bears  the  name  of  Merri- 
mack to  the  fea. 

In  its  courfe  through  New-Hamp(hire,  it  pafles  over  feveral  falls, 
the  moft  beautiful  of  which  is  called  the  ifle  of  Hookfet,  but  the 
grandeft  is  Amuikeag.  Hookfet  is  about  eight  miles  below  the  town 
of  Concord ;  the  defcent  of  the  water  is  not  ihore  than  fifteen  feet 
perpendicular  in  thirty  rods ;  a  high  rock  divides  the  ftream*  and  a 
fmaller  rock  lies  between  that  and  the  weftem  fliore.  From  an  emi- 
nence on  the  weftern  fide  there  is  a  delightful  landfcape  ;  the  water 
above  and  below  the  fall,  the  verdant  banks,  the  cultivated  fields,  and 
the  didant  hills  in  the  back  ground,  form  a  pi£turefque  fcene,  which 
relieves  the  eye  of  the  traveller  from  the  dull  uniformity  of  a  road 
through  the  n-oods. 

Eight  miles  below  Hookfet  lies  Amufkeag  fall ;  it  confifts  of  three 
large  pitches  one  below  the  other,  and  the  water  is  fuppofed  to  fail 
about  eighty  feet  in  the  courfe  of  half  a  mil?.  The  river  here  is 
fo  crooked  that  the  whole  of  the  fall  cannot  be  viewed  at  once, 
though  the  fecond  pitch,  which  may  te  fwn  from  the  road,  on  the 
weftern  fide,  appears  truly  majeftic.  In  the  middle  of  the  upper  part 
of  the  fall,  i^  a  high,  rocky  ifland,  on  fome  part  of  which  are  feveral 
holes  of  various  depths,  made  by  the  circular  motion  of  fmaii  fiones, 
impelled  by  the  force  of  the  defcending  water. 'Ir 

At  Walpole  are  thofe  remarkable  falls  in  Conne£ticut  river,  f 
which  we  have  before  noticed,  formerly  known  by  the.  name  of  the 
Great  Falls;  the  depth  of  the  water  is  not  known,  nor  have  the 

*  The  folbwing  account  of  thefc  cavities  w^s  formerly  fer^t  to  the  Royal  ^ocjety, 
and  printed  in  their  Philofophical  Tianfaftions,  vol,  xxix.  p.  70. 

"  A  little  above  one  of  the  falls  of  this  river,  at  a  place  called  Amuikeag,  is  a  huge 
rock  in  the  midft  of  the  ftream,  on  the  topof  \|fhich  are  a  great  number  of  pits,  made 
cxaftly  round,  like  barrels  or  hoglheads  of  different  capacitiei,  fome  of  which  are  capable 
of  holding  feveral  tuns.  The  natives  know  nothing  of  the  making  of  ihem  }  but  the 
neighbouring  Indians  ufcd  to  hide  their  provifions  here  in  the  war*  with  the  Maquas, 
affirming,  that  God  had  cut  them  outnTor  that  purpofe ;  but  they  feem  plainly  to  bt 
artificial." 

f  Thefe  falls  have  been  defcribed  in  the  moft  extravagant  terms  in  an  anonymout 
publication,  entitled,  <«  The  Hiftory  of  Connefticut  ;"  and  the  deftriftlon  hv  b«e^» 
frequently  retailed  in  newfppers,  and  other  periodical  woiki. 
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perpendicular  height  of  the  falls  been  afcertained ;  they  arc  feveral 
pitches ,  one  above  another,  in  the  length  of  half  a  mile,  the  largeft 
of  which  is  (hat  where  the  rock  divides  the  ftream. 

In  ttie  rocks  of  this  fall  are  many  cavities  like  thofe  at  Amuflceag, 
ibme  of  which  are  eighteen  inches  wide,  and  from  two  to  four  feet 
4eep.  On  the  fteep  fides  of  the  ifland  rock  hang  feveral  arm>chairs, 
faftened  to  ladders,  and  fecursd  by  a  counterpoiie,  in  which  fifhermea 
iit  to  catch  falmon  and  (had  with  dipping  nets. 

Over  this  fall^  in  the  year  1785,  a  firong  bridge  of  timber  was 
conilru£ted  by  Colonel  Enoch  Hale ;  its  length  is  three  hundred  and 
iixty-five  feet,  and  it  is  fupported  in  the  middle  by  the  great  rock. 
The  expenfe  of  it  was  eight  hundred  pounds ;  and  by  a  law  of  the 
State,  a  toil  is  coUeded  from  paflengers.  This  is  the  only  bridge 
tcrofs  Connecticut  river;  but  it  is  in  contemplation  to  ere£t  one 
thirty-fix  miles  above,  at  the  middle  bar  of  White-river  fall,  where 
the  palTage  for  the  water,  between  the  rocks,  i  ^bout  one  hundred 
feet  wide.  This  place  is  in  the  townfliip  of  Lebanon,  two  miles  be- 
low Dartmouth  college. 

It  would  be  endlefs  to  defcribe,  particularly,  the  numerous  falls, 
which,  in  the  mountainous  parts  of  the  country,  exhibit  a  great 
rariety  of  curious  appearances,  many  of  which  have  been  reprefented 
in  the  language  of  fi£lion  and  romance.  But  there  is  one  in  Salmon- 
fall  river  which,  not  for  its  magnitude,  but  for  its  Angularity,  deferves 
notice;  it  is  called  the  Flume,  and  is  fituated  between  the  townfliipa 
of  Rochefter  and  Lebanon.  The  river  is  confined  between  two 
rocks  about  twenty-five  feet  high ;  the  breadth,  at  the  top  of  the 
bank,  is  not  more  than  three  rods.  The  Flume  is  about  four  rods  in 
length,  and  its  breadth  is  various,  not  more  in  any  part  than  two  feet 
and  a  half,  and  in  one  part  fcarcely  an  hand  breadth ;  but  here  the 
water  has  a  fiibterraneous  pafiage. 

Mr.  Belknap,  who  vifited  this  place  in  1 782,  obferves,  that  in  the 
flat  rock  there  are  divers  cavities  like  thofe  above  mentioned ;  fome 
of  hem  cylindrical,  and  others  globular ;  all  of  them  he  found  to 
contain  a  quantity  of  fmall  flones  and  gravel,  and  in  one  of  them  wa 
a  large  turtle  and  feveral  frogs.  The  dimenfions  of  five  of  thefe 
iuiies  were  as  follows :  -  .  >  ^  - 
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The  largeft  of  thefe  cavities  is  confiderably  higher  than  where  the 
water  now  flows,  unlefs  in  a  great  frefliet. 

from  a  fcries  of  obfervations  made  by  James  Winthrop,  Efq,  oa 
the  rivers  of  New-Hamp(hire  and  Vermont,  he  deduces  this  con- 
clufion,  ♦*  that  the  defcent  of  their  rivers  is  much  lefs  than  Euro- 
pean theorifts  have  fuppofed  to  be  neceflary  to  give  a  current  to 
water.  In  the  laft  hundred  and  fifty  miles  of  Connefticut  river,  it 
defcends  not  more  than  two  feet  in  a  mile;  Onion  river,  for  forty-, 
three  miles  from  its  mouth,  falls  four  feet  in  a  mih,  and  is  exceed- 
ingly rapki  between  the  cataracts.  We  may  reckon  the  fliore  at 
Quebec  to  be  at  the  level  of  the  fea,  and  two  hundred  miles  from 
that  part  of  lake  Champlain,  where  the  current  beginF.  The  dif- 
ference of  elevation  will  be  three  hundred  and  forty-two  feet,  or 
twenty  inches  to  a  mile.  If  we  extend  our  comparifon  from  Q/ebec 
to  the  top  of  the  Green  Mountains,  at  Williamfton,  the  elevatioa 
will  be  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fixty-fix  feet,  and  the  diftance 
about  three  hundred  and  twenty  miles ;  whi^;h  is  five  feet  two  inches 
and  a  half  to  a  mile."* 

It  is  a  work  of  great  curiofity,  but  attended  with  much  fatigue  to 
trace  rivers  up  to  their  fources,  and  obferve  the  uniting  of  fprings  and 
rivulets  to  form  thofe  ftreams  which  are  dignified  by  ntajeftic  names, 
and  have  been  revered  as  deities  by  favage  and  fuperftitious  people. 
Rivers  original  in  mountains,  and  find  their  way  through  the  cre- 
vices of  rocks  to  the  plains  below,  where  they  glide  through  natural 
meadows,  often  overflowing  them  with  their  fiefliets,  bringing  down 
from  the  upper  grounds  a  fat  flime,  and  depofiting  it  on  the  lower, 
which  renews  and  fertilizes  the  foil,  and  renders  thele  intervale  lands 
extremely  valuable,  as  no  other  manure  is  needed  on  them  for  the 
purpofes  of  agricukure. 

-There  is  an  important  remark  concerning  the  rivers  of  this  part 
of  America ;  and  that  is,  that  they  often  change  their  courfes,  and 
leave  their  ancient  channels  dry.  Many  places  may  be  feen  in  the 
wilderneis  i.i  this  State,  where  rivers  have  rolled  for  ages,  and  where 
Hones  are  worn  fmooth  as  on  the  fea  Ihore,  which  are  now  at  a  con- 
liderable  diftance  from  the  prelent  beds  of  the  rivers.  In  fonic 
places  thefe  ancient  channels  are  converted  into  ponJs,  which,  from 
their  curved  form,  are  called  horfe-fboe  ponds ;  in  others,  they  arc 
overgrown  with  bufhcs  and  trees.  Thefe  appearances  are  frequent 
in  the  mountainous  parts  cf  the  country.    Connedicut  river,  which 
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divides  two  States,  has  in  fome  places  changed  its  courfe.  Many 
acres  have  been  thus  made  in  a  few  years,  and  the  land  is  of  an  excel* 
lent  quality. 

There  are  generally  two  ftrata  of  intervale  lands  on  the  bordert 
of  the  large  rivers,  one  is  overflowed  every  year,  the  other,  which  ii 
feveral  feet  higher,  and  further  removed  from  the  water,  is  over? 
flowed  only  in  very  high  frefliets.  In  fome  places  a  third  is  found, 
but  this  is  rare.  The  banks  of  the  upper  and  lower  intervales  are 
often  parallel  to  each  other,  and  when  viewed  from  the  opjwfite  fide, 
appear  like  the  terraces  of  an  artiiiciaj  garden. 

Thefe  intervale  lands  are  of  various  breadths,  according  to  the 
Bear  or  remote  fituation  of  the  hills.  On  Connecticut  river  they  ar«t 
from  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  a  mile  and  a  half  on  each  fide :  in  digging 
into  them  large  found  trunks  of  ti  ees  are  bund  at  various  depths. 

The  frefhets  are  not  equally  high  eveiy  year.  Marts  have  lain  in 
the  river  above  Amulkeag  fall  two  or  three  years,  waiting  for  a 
fufficiency  of  water  to  float  them  over:  they  fometimes  fall  athwart 
the  ftream  and  are  broken;  fometimes,  in  a  narrow  paffage,  they  ar<i 
lodged  (o  firmly  acrofs,  as  to  be  removed  only  by  cutting ;  and  fome- 
times they  are  fo  galled  by  the  rocks  in  their  pafllage,  as  to  IcfTen  their 
diameter,  and  confequently  their  value. 

Every  fpring  there  is  more  or  lefs  of  a  frertiet,  caufed  by  the 
cfiffol'ving  of  the  fnow  in  the  woods  and  mountains  5  if  it  be  gradual, 
as  it  always  is  when  not  accelerated  by  a  heavy  rain,  no  damage  is 
done  by  the  rifing  of  the  water. 

Immenfe  quantities  of  drift  wood  are  brought  dovyn  b)'  thefe 
frefnets,  from  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  lower  towns  contiguoiis 
to  the  rivers,  arc  fupplicd  with  fuel,  and  they  have  learned  to  be  ex- 
tremely dextrous  in  towing  on  fhore  whole  trees  with  their  branchesi. 
But  iiotwith (landing  their  aftivity,  much  efcapcs  them,  and  is  driven 
cut  to  fja,  and  fome  of  it  is  thrown  back  on  the  coaft. 

Saco  river  has  rifen  twenty-five  feet  in  a  great  frefliet;  its  commoa 
rife  is  ten  feet.  Pemigewaflet  river  has  alio  been  known  to  rife 
twenty-five  feet.  Connedticjt  river,  in  a  commoi  frefliet,  is  ten 
feet  higher  than  its  ufual  fummer  level :  its  greateft  elevation  does 
not  exceed  twenty  feet. 

Winipiitogee  like  is  the  largeft  colle£lion  of  water  in  New-Hamp- 
fhire :  it  is  twenty-two  miles  in  length  from  S,  E.  to  N.  W.  and  of 
very  unequal  breadth,  but  np  where  more  than  eif^ht  miles.  Some 
very  long  necks  of  land  projeft  into  it,  and  it  contains  feveral  iflnnds, 
hr^e  and  fmall.    The  mountains  which  furround  it,  give  rife  to 
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hlahy  dreams  which  flow  into  it»  and  between  it  and  the  mountains 
are  fcveral  leflcr  ponds  which  communicate  with  it.  Contiguous  to 
this  lake  are  the  townfiiips  of  Moultonborough  on  the  N.  W. ;  Tuf- 
tbnborough  and  Wolf  borough  on  the  N.  £. ;  Meredith  and  Gilmiin* 
town  on  the  S.  W. ;  and  a  tradt  of  land  called  the  Gore,  on  the  S.  E, 
From  the  S.  E.  extremity  of  this  lake,  called  Merry-meeting  bay,  to 
the  N.  W.  part,  called  Senter-'harbour,  there  is  good  navigation  in 
thefummer,  and  generally  a  good  road  in  the  winter;  the  lake  ii 
frozen  about  three  months,  and  many  fleighs  and  teams,  from  the 
tircumjacent  towns,  crofs  it  on  the  ice. 

The  next  largeft  lake  is  Umbagog,  in  the  northern  extremity  of 
the  State :  it  is  but  little  known,  and  no  other  furvey  has  been  mads 
of  it  than  was  neceffary  for  extending  the  divifional  line  between 
New-Hampfliire  and  Maine,  in  1789.  Next  to  this,  are  Squam, 
in  the  townfliip  of  Holderneflej  Sunnapee,  in  the  townfhips  of 
Wendeland  Fifliersfield;  and  Great  Offapy,  in  the  upgranted  land 
of  the  Mafonian  purchase.  Smaller  ponds  are  very  numerous* 
fcarcely  any  town  being  without  one  or  more  ;  there  is  generally  a 
current  through  them,  but  lome  have  no  \  ifible  outlet ;  their  water* 
are  limpid  and  fweet. 

A  remarkable  circumftance  is  mfenttoned  refpefting  Mafcomy  pond, 
which  lies  partly  in  Lebanon  and  partly  in  Enfield,  and  vents  into 
Conne£ticut  river.  It  is  about  five  miles  in  length  and  one  in 
breadth,  its  depth  is  from  thirty  to  forty  fathoms.  The  furrounding 
land  bears  evident  marks  that  tlie  furfiice  of  this  pond  was  once  thirty 
or  forty  feet  higher  than  its  prefent  level.  Ey  what  caufe  the  altera- 
tion was  made«  and  at  what  time,  is  unknown ;  but  appearance! 
indicate  a  fudden  rupture,  there  being  no  fign  of  any  margin  between 
its  former  and  prefent  height.  About  a  mile  dilant  from  its  outlet, 
there  is  a  declivity  of  rocks  fci ty  feet  higher  than  the  ftream  as  it 
now  runs:  by  the  fituation  of  thefe  rocks,  it  appears  that  they  were 
once  a  fall  over  which  the  water  flowed ;  but  it  has  now  made  for 
itfelf  a  very  deep  channel  through  folid  earth,  nearly  a  mile  in  length, 
where  it  feems  confined  for  futurity.* 

In  the  townihip  of  Atkinfon,  "  in  a  large  meadow,  there  is  an 
ifland  containing  feven  or  eight  acres,  which  was  fof  ;rly  loaded 
with  valuable  pine  timber,  and  other  loreft  wood.  When  the  meadow 
is  overflowed,  by  means  of  an  artificial  dam,  this  ifland  rifes  in  the 
fame  degree  as  the  watrr  rifes,  which  is  fometimes  fix  feet.  Near 
the  middl*  of  this  ifland  is  a  fmall  pond,  which  has  been  gradually 
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feilening  ever  lince  it  was  known,  and  is  now  almoft  covered  ifr'ifh 
terdure.  In  this  place  a  pole  of  fifty  feet  has  difappeared  without 
jKnding  a  bottom :  in  the  water  of  that  pond  there  have  been  fiih 
in  plenty,  which,  when  the  meadow  hath  been  flowed,  have  appeared 
there,  and  when  the  water  hath  been  drawn  off,  have  been  left  on  the 
toeadovv,  at  which  time  the  ifland  fettles  to  its  ufual  ftate."* 

In  the  town  of  Rye  there  was  formerly  a  frefh  pond,  covering 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  fituate  within  ten  or  fifteen  rods 
of  the  fea,  being  feparated  from  it  by  a  bank  of  fand.  A  commu« 
iilcation  was  opened  between  this  pond  and  the  fea,  in  the  year  lyiQt 
by  which  means  the  frefli  water  was  drawn  off,  and  the  place  is  re- 
gularly overflowed  by  the  tide,  and  yields  large  crops  of  fait  hay.-f 

Within  this  prefent  year,  i79i»  a  canal  has  been  cut  through  the 
inarflies,  which  opens  an  inland  navigation  from  Hampton,  through 
Salifbury,  into  Merrimack  river,  for  about  eight  miles.  By  this  paf- 
fagc  loaded  boats  may  be  condudled  with  the  utmofl  eafe  and 
iafety. 

Anotber  objeft  on  the  face  of  this  country  worthy  of  obfervation^ 
is  the  aged  and  majeftic  appearance  of  the  forefl  trees,  of  which  the 
moft  noble  is  the  mafl  pine.  This  tree  often  grows  to  the  height 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty,  and  fometimes  two  hundred  feet ;  it  is 
ftraight  as  an  arrow,  and  has  no  branches  but  very  near  the  top  ;  it 
is  from  twenty  to  forty  inches  in  diameter  at  its  bafe,  and  appears 
like  a  flately  pillar  adorned  with  a  verdant  capital  in  form  of  a  cone* 
Interfperfed  among  thefe  are  the  common  foreft  trees  of  various 
Icinds,  whofe  height  is  generally  about  fixty  or  eighty  feet*  In 
ftt'amps,  and  near  rivers,  there  is  a  thick  growth  of  underwood,  which 
renders  travelling  difficult :  on  high  land  it  is  not  fo  troublefome  j 
and  on  dry  plains  it  is  quite  inconfulerable.  i     : 

Amidfl  thefe  wild  and  rugged  fcencs,  it  is  pleafing  to  obferve  the 
luxuriant  fportings  of  nature :  trees  are  feen  growing  on  a  naked 
rock  ;  their  roots  either  penetrate  fome  of  its  crevices,  or  run  over 
its  furface  and  fhoot  into  the  ground.  When  a  tree  is  contiguous  to 
a  frrall  rock,  its  bark  v/ili  frequently  inclofe  and  cover  it.  Branches 
of  different  trees,  but  of  the  fame  fpecies,  ^'>-  .ames  intertwine  and 
even  ingraft  themfelvcs  fo  as  to  grow  togethei-  in  one.  On  fome  trees 
are  found  large  protuberant  warts,  capable  of  being  formed  into 
bowls,  Vi'hich  are  very  tough  and  durable.  On  rocks,  as  well  as  on 
trees,  we  find  varieties  of  mofs ;  it  fometimes  alTumes  a  grotefque 

appearaac<| 
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appearance,  hanging  in  tufts  like  long  hair  from  the  branches,  or 
inclofing  the  trunks,  or  fpreading  over  rocks  like  a  carpet,  and  ex- 
tending from  one  rock  to  another.  It  is  obferved  that  mofs  is  thickeO: 
on  the  north  fides  of  trees.  By  this  mark  the  favages  know  their 
courfe  in  cloudy  weatlier,  and  many  of  our  hunters  have  learned  of 
them  to  travel  without  a  compafs. 

SOIL,  PRODUCTIONS,  &c. 

There  is  a  great  variety  of  foil  in  New-Hampfhirc :  the  intervale 
lands  on  the  large  rivers  are  accounted  the  moft  valuable,  becaufe 
they  are  overflown  and  recruited  every  year  by  the  water  from  the 
uplands,  which  brings  down  a  fat  flime  or  fediment  pf  the  confiftence 
of  foap.  Thefe  lands  produce  every  kind  of  grain  in  the  utmoit 
perfeftion,  but  are  not  fo  good  for  pafture  as  the  uplands  of  ^ 
proper  quality.  The  wide-fprcading  hills  of  a  moderate  elevation, 
are  generally  much  efteemed  as  warm  and  rich;  rocky  moid  land 
is  accounted  good  for  pafture ;  drained  fvvamps  have  a  deep  mel- 
low foil,  and  the  valleys  between  hills  are  generally  very  produftive. 

In  the  new  and  uncultivated  parts,  t^e  foil  is  diflinguilhed  by  the 
various  kinds  of  woods  which  groW  upon  it ;  thus :  white  oak  land 
is  hard  and  (lony,  the  undergrowth  conliftiog  of  brakes  and  fern ; 
this  kind  of  foil  will  not  bear  grafs  till  it  has  been  ploughed  and  hoed ; 
but  it  is  good  for  Indian  corn,  and  muft  be  fubdued  by  planting  be- 
fore it  can  be  converted  into  mowing  or  pafture.  The  fame  may  ba 
faid  of  chefnut  land. 

Pitch  pins  land  is  dry  and  fandy ;  it  will  bear  corn  and  rye  with 
ploughing,  but  is  foon  worn  out,  and  needs  to  lie  fallow  two  or  three 
years  to  recruit. 

White  pine  land  is  alfo  light  and  dry,  but  has  a  deeper  foil,  and  is 
of  covrfe  better ;  both  thefe  kinds  of  land  bear  brakes  and  fern ;  and 
wherever  thefe  grow  in  large  quantities,  it  is  an  indication  that 
ploughing  is  neceflary  to  prepare  the  land  for  grafs. 

Spruce  and  hemlock,  in  the .  eaftern  parts;  of  the  State,  denote  a 
thin,  cold  foil,  which,  after  much  labour  in  the  clearing,  will,  indeed, 
bear  grafs  without  ploughing,  but  the  crops  are  fmall,  and  there  is  a 
natural  tough  fward,  commonly  called  a  rug,  which  muft  either  rot 
or  be  burned  before  any  cultivation  can  be  made.  But  in  the  weftera 
parts,  the  fpruce  and  hemlock,  with  a  mwture  of  birch,  demote  a 
moift  foil,  which  is  excellect  for  grafs. 

Vol..  U.  ^  When 
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When  the  t^rhite  pine  atid  the  oil-nut  are  found  in  the  fame  lanify 
?t  ii  commonly  a  deep  moift  loam,  and  is  accountrd  veiy  rich  and 
t>rof!table< 

Beech  and  noaplc  land  is  generally  efleemed  the  moft  eafy  and  ad- 
vantageous for  cultivation,  ai  it  is  a  warm,  rich,  loamy  foil,  which 
eafily  takes  grafs,  corn,  and  grain  without  ploughing ;  and  not  only 
bears  good  crops  the  firft  year,  but  turns  immediately  to  mowing  and 
paftwe;  that  foil  which  u  deepeft  and  of  the  darkeft  colour,  is 
efte^medthebeft. 

Black  and  yellow  birch,  white  a(h,  etm,  and  alder,  are  indications 
of  good  foil,  deep,  rich,  and  moift,  whkh  will  admit  grafs  and  grain 
without  ploughing. 

Red  oak  arid  white  birch  are  (igns  of  flrong  land,  and  generally 
the  llrength  of  land  is  judged  of  .by  the  largeneis  of  itic  trees  which 
h  produces. 

I'here  arc  evident  figns  of  a  change  in  the  growth  on  the  fami 
foil  <in  a  courfe  of  time,  foi  which  no  caufes  can  be  afligned.  Ift 
foirie  places,  the  cM  landing  trees,  and  the  fallen  decayed  tree?,  ap- 
pear to  be  the  fame,  whilft  the  moil  thriving  trees  are  of  a  different 
kind :  for  inftance,  the  okl  growth  in  fome  places  is  ftA  oak,  or 
white  a(h,  whilft  thr  other  trees  are  beech  and  maple,  without  any 
young  oak  or  afli  among  tliem.  It  is  probable  that  the  growth  is 
thus  changed  in  many  places ;  the  only  coudufion  which  can  be 
drawn  from  this  circumftance,  is,  that  the  fatne  foil  is  capable  of 
bearing  divers  kinds  of  trees;  but  flill  there  is  a  difference  fufBcient 
to  denominate  the  foil  from  the  gi-ovvth. 

Several  ways  of  raiflng  a  cr<^  on  neW  land  have  been  pra^ifed. 
The  eafiefk  and  cheapeft  method  was  originally  learned  of  the  Indians, 
who  never  looked  very  li^ir  forward  in  their  improvements.  The 
method  is  that  of  girdling  the  trees ;  which  is  doite  by  making  a  cir- 
cular incifion  tlu'oiigh  the  bark,  and  leaving  them  to  die  landing.—* 
This  operation  is  performed  in  the  funimer,  and  the  grouni  is  fowed 
in  Auguft  with  winter-rye,  intermixed  vtith  grafs;  the  next  year 
tiie  trees  do  not  put  forth  leaves,  and  the  fend  having  yielded  a  crop, 
becomes  fit  for  pafture.  This  method  helps  poor  fettlers  a  little 
the  firii  yeaur ;  but  the  inconvenience  of  it  is,  that  if  the  trees  are  lef^ 
Handing,  they  are  continually  breaking  and  falling  with  the  wind, 
Which  endangers  the  lives  of  cattle  ;  and  the  ground  being  cohftantly 
encumbered  by  the  falling  trees,  ts  lefs  lit  for  itidwing ;  fo  that  if  the 
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Ubour  be  not  effcAuaUy  done  at  once,  it  mufi  be  dqt^t  in  a  £u<xeffion 
of  time. 

In  the  intervale  land  on  ConneAicut  river,  wheat  often  yields 
forty,  and  fometimet  fifty  bufliels  to  the  acre  ;  but  in  common  up* 
land,  if  it  produce  twenty  buihels,  it  it  reckoned  profitable,  thovgh 
it  often  falls  (hort  of  that.  Indian  corn  will  fometimes  average  thirtjr 
or  forty,  but  it  is  to  be  obfeiTed  that  this  latter  grain  does  not  pro> 
duc6  fo  largely,  nor  is  the  grain  fo  heavy  on  new  as  on  the  ol4  landi 
well  cultivated.  Thi«,  however,  is  owing  much  to  the  latenefs  of 
the  feafon  in  which  it  is  planted ;  if  planted  as  early  on  the  newly 
burnt  land  as  on  the  old,  it  will  be  nearly  as  good.  Of  ail  grain«, 
winter  rye  thrives  befton  new  lands,  and  Indian  com  or  barley  on  th^ 
old.  Barley  does  not  fucceed  well  in  the  new  land,  nor  is  flax  raife^ 
with  any  advantage^  until  the  land  has  been  cultivated  for  fpme 
years.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  oats  and  peas,  but  all  kinds  of 
efculent  roots  are  much  larger  and  fweeter  in  the  virgin  foil  than  ij^ 
any  other. 

The  mode  of  clearing  and  cultivating  new  lands  has  been  oiuch 
improved  within  the  laft  thirty  years.  Forty  years  ago  it  was 
thought  impoiilbl*  to  r^ife  Indian  com  without  the  plough  and  the 
hoe.  The  mode  of  planting  it  among  the  burnt  logs,  was  pra£ti- 
ied  with  great  fiiccefs  at  Giiniaotown,  about  the  year  1 763,  and  this 
eafy  method  of  cultivating  foon  became  univerfal  in  the  new  planta* 
tions.  It  is  now  accounted  more  profitable  for  a  young  man  to  go 
upon  new,  than  to  remain  on  the  old  lands.  In  the  early  part  qf 
life,  every  day's  labour  employed  in  fubduing  the  wtldernels,  layji 
a  foundation  for  future  profit :  befides  the  Aiode  of  fubduing  new 
land,  there  has  been  no  improvement  1  tade  in  the  art  of  hufbandry. 
The  feafon  of  vegetation  is  fhort,  and  is  almoft  wholly  employed 
in  preparing,  planting,  and  tilling  the  land,  in  cutting  and  houfing 
fodder,  and  gathering  in  the  crops.  Thefe  labours  fucceed  invariably, 
and  muft  be  attended  to  in  their  proper  feafon;  fb  that  little  timfs 
can  be  fpared  for  experiments,  if  the  people  in  general  were  difpo> 
fed  to  make  them.  Indeed,  fo  fudden  is  the  fucceilion  of  labours, 
that  upon  any  irregularity  in  the  weather,  they  run  into  one  another, 
and,  if  help  be  fcarce,  one  cannot  be  completed  before  the  other 
fuffers  for  want  of  being  done.  Thus  hay  is  pften  fpoiled  for  want 
of  being  cut  in  feafon,  when  the  harveft  is  plentiful.  It  is  partly 
from  this  caufe,  partly  from  the  ideas  of  E/iUALiTY  with 
which  the  minds  of  huibandmen  are  early  imprefled,  and  partly 
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from  a  want  of  edneatiori,  that  tio  fpirit  of  improvement  it  fee« 
among  them,  but  every  one  purfues  the  bufinefs  of  fowing,  plant- 
ing,  mowing*  andraifing  cattle,  with -unremitting  labour  and  unde- 
viating  uniformity. 

'  Very  little  ufe  is  made  of  any  manure  except  bam  dung,  though 
>nwl  may  be  had  in  many  places,  with  or  without  digging.  The 
mixing  of  different  ftrata  is  never  attended  to,  though  nature 
often  gives  the  hint  by  the  rain  bringing  down  fand  from  a  hill 
on  a  day  bottom,  and  the  grafs  growing  there  in  greater  beauty 
and  luxuriance  than  elfewhsre.  Dung  is  feldom  fuffered  to  re- 
main in  heap  over  the  fumnKr,  but  is  taken  every  fpring  from  the 
barn,  and  either  fpread  over  the  iield  and  ploughed  in,  or  laid  'u\ 
heaps,  and  put  into  the  holes  where  com  and  potatoes  are  planted. 

Gardens  in  the  country  towns  are  chiefly  left  to  the  management 
of  wom^n,  the  m^n  contenting  themfelves  with  fencing  and  digr 
■ging  them  ;  and  it  mirft  be  faid,  to  the  honour  of  the  female  fex, 
that  the  fcanty  portion  of  earth  committed  to  their  care,  is  often  made 
produftive  of  no  fmall  benefit  to  their  families. 

As  the  firft  inhabitants  of  New-Hampfhire  came  chiefly  from  the 
fouth-weftern  counties  of  England,  where  cyder  and  perry  were  made 
in  great  quanthie;,  they  took  care  to  ftock-  their  plantations  with 
apple  trees  and  pear  trees,  which  throve  well,  and  grew  to  a  great 
fize.  The  firft  growth  is  now  decayed  or  periflied,  but  a  fucceffioa 
has  been  preferved,  and  no  good  huibandman  thinks  his  farm  com» 
plete  without  an  orchard.  Perry  is  ftill  made  in  the  old  towns,  bor- 
dering on  Pafcataqua  river,  but  in  the  interior  country  the  apple  tree 
is  chiefly  cultivated.  In  many  of  the  townftiips  which  have  beeii 
fettled  fince  the  conqueft  of  Canada,  young  orchards  bear  well,  and 
cyder  is  yearly  becoming  more  plentiful. 

Other  fruits  are  not  much  cultivated ;  but  from  the  fpecimens 
which  fome  gardens  produce,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  cheriy, 
the  mulberry,  the  plum,  and  the  quince,  might  be  multiplied  to  any 
degree.  The  peach  does  not  thrive  well,  the  trees  being  very  fliort*. 
lived.  The  apricot  is  fcarcely  known.  The  white  and  red  currant 
.  grow  luxuriantly,  if  properly  fituated  and  cultivated.  The  bar;  srry, 
though  an  exotic,  is  thoroughly  naturalized,  and  grows  fpontaneoufly 
in  hedges  or  pailures. 

It  has  often  been  in  this  State  a  fubje£l  of  complaint,  tliat  grain, 
flax. and  efculent  vegetables,  degenerate.  This  may  be  aicribed  tq 
the  feed  not  being  changed,  but  fown  fucceflively  on  the  fame  for?, 
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•r  in  the  fame  neighbourhood,  for  too  long  a  tirUe.  **  The  Siberian 
wheat  for  fevtral  jears  produced  good  crops;  but  becoming  at 
length  naturalized  to  the  climate,  it  fliared  the  ^te  c^  the  common 
kind  of  wheat,  and  difappointed  the  expectations  of  the  farmer. 
Were  the  feed  renewed  every  five  or  fix  years,  by  importations  from 
Siberia,  it  might  be  cultivated  to  advantage."  It  muft  be  ob» 
ferved,  that  the  Siberian  wheat  which  was  fown  in  New*Hampfhire, 
about  twelve  years  ago,  was  carried  from  England,  where  it  had 
been  fown  for  feveral  preceding  years.  Whether  an  intermediate 
ftage  is  favourable  to  the  tranfplantation  of  feed  from  north  to 
fouth,  and  the  fuccefs  of  its  cuhivation,  may  be  worthy  of  inquiry. 
With  refpeft  to  plants,  which  require  the  whole  feaibn  to  grow  in,  it 
is  obferved,  that  **  the  removal  of  them  from  fouth  to  north,  ought 
to  be  by  fliort  ftages ;  in  M'hidi  cafe  they  accommodate  themfelve* 
by  infenfible  degrees  to  the  temperature  and  length  of  the  vegeta^ 
ting  term,  and  frequently  acquire  as  good  a  degree  of  perfeftion  in 
foreign  climes  as  in  their  native  foil.  Such  ar^the  refources  of  xu> 
ture!" 

Agriculture  is,  and  always  will  be,  the  chief  bufincfs  of  the  people 
of  New-Hampfliire,  if  they  attend  to  their  true  intereft.  Every  tree 
which  is  cut  down  in  the  foreft,  opens  to  the  fun  a  new  fpot  of  earth, 
which,  with  cultivation,  will  produce  food  for  man  and  beaft.  It  is 
impoilible  to  conceive  what  quantities  may  be  produced  of  beef,  pork, 
mutton,  poultrj',  wheat,  rye,  Indian  corn,  barley,  pulfe,  butter  and 
cheefe,  articles  which  will  always  find  a  market.  Flax  and  hemp 
may  alfo  be  cultivated  to  great  advantage,  efpecially  on  the  intervale 
lands  of  the  large  rivers.  The  barley  of  New-England  is  much  ef- 
tcemed  in  the  middle  States,  and  the  demand  for  it  is  fo  great,  as  to , 
encourage  its  cultivation  ;  it  is,  befides,  a  kind  of  grain  which  is  not 
liable  to  blaft.  Hops  will  grow  on  almoft  any  foil,  and  the  labour 
attending  them  is^fo  inconfiderable,  that  there  can  be  no  excufe  for 
neglecting  the  univerfal  cultivation  of  them.  The  confumption  of 
them,  and  confequently  the  demand  for  them  as  an  article  of  com- 
merce, is  continually  increafing. 

The  firil  ntat  cattle  imported  from  Europe  into  New-Hampfliire, 
were  lent  by  Captain  John  Mafon  and  his  aflbciates,  about  the  year 
1633,  to  ilock  their  plantations,  and  to  be  employed  in  drawing  lum- 
ber. Thefe  cattle  were  of  a  large  breed,  and  a  yellow  colour,  procu- 
red from  DenmarHi    Whilft  the  bulinefs  of  getting  lumber  was  the 
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^hicf  emfJojrmflnt  of  the  people,  the  breeding  of  large  cattle  wai  mor« 
attended  to  than  it  it  now.  Calvea  were  allowed  to  fun  with  the 
f  ows,  and  fuck  at  their  pleafure.  Men  were  ambitious  to  be  dlftin^ 
guiflied  by  the  fiie  and  ftrength  of  their  oxen.  Beta  were  frequently 
laid  on  the  exertion!  of  their  ftrength,  and  the  prtxe  was  contended  lor 
as  earneftiy  as  the  laurel  at  the  Olympic  games.  This  ardour  1%  not  yet 
wholly  extingutflicd  in  /bme  places  {  but  as  hufl»andry  hath  gained 
ground)  lefs  attention  is  paid  to  the  ftrengih,  and  more  to  the  futncis 
of  cot^le  for  the  market,  and  calves  nre  deprived  of  part  of  tlieir  na* 
tural  food,  for  the  advantage  of  making  butter  and  chcefe. 

As  the  country  becomes  more  and  more  cleared,  pallure  for 
rnttle  increafrs,  and  the  number  is  continually  multiplied.  From 
the  upper  parts  of  New-Hampfliire,  great  herds  of  fat  cattle  are  driven 
to  the  Bofton  market,  whence  the  beef  is  exported  freU)  to  Nova* 
Scotia,  and  falted  to  tlie  Weil  and  £aft>Indics. 

At  what  time  and  by  whom  the  horfe  was  iir0  imported,  does  not 
appear.  No  particular  care  is  taken  by  the  people  in  general  to  im- 
prove the  breed  of  this  majclUc  and  uftful  animal,  and  bring  it  to 
ihat  perfo^ion  of  which  it  is  capable.  Tbe  raifing  of  colts  is 
not  accounted  a  profitable  part  of  huibaiidr}',  as  the  horfe  is  but 
little  u(ed  for  draught,  and  his  fledi  is  of  no  value.  The  proportion 
■of  horfes  to  neat  cattle  is  not  more  than  one  to  twenty.  Few  live 
and  die  on  the  plantations  where  they  are  bred ;  fome  are  exported  to 
the  Weft-India  iflands,  but  the  moll  are  continually  fliifted  from  one 
Awner  to  another,  by  means  of  a  fet  of  contemptible  wretches  called 
borfe-jockies. 

Afles  have  been  lately  introduced  into  the  couiUiy.  The  raifing 
of  mules  deferves  encouragement,  as  the  exportation  of  them  to  the 
Weft-Indies  is  more  profitable  than  that  of  borfcs,  and  they  may  be 
«ifed  to  advantage  in  travelling  or  carrying  burthens  in  the  rough 
aitd  mountainous  parts  of  the  wildemefs.  . 

Sheep,  goats,  and  fwine,  were  at  firft  fent  over  from  England,  by 
the  aflbciates  of  Laconia.  Sheep  have  greatly  multiplied,  and  arc  ac- 
counted  the  moil  profitable  ftock  which  can  be  railed  on  a  farm.  The 
breed  might  be  renewed  and  improved  by  importing  from  Barbary, 
the  mu0)on,  which  is  f^id  to  be  the  parent  (lock  of  the  European, 
and  confequently  of  tlie  American  flieep.  Goats  are  not  much  pro- 
pagated, cbtefiy  becaufe  it  is  difficult  to  confine  them  in  patlures. 
bwine  are  very  prolific,  and  fcarcely  a  fiitnily  is  without  them.    Du-. 
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ring  the  fummer,  they  are  either  fed  on  the  wafte  of  the  dairy  and 
kitchen,  or  ringed  and  turned  into  fieldi  of  clover,  or  permitted  to 
run  at  large  in  the  woodi,  where  they  pick  vp  nuti  and  acorni,  or 
grub  the  roots  of  fern ;  but  after  harveftthey  are  ihut  up,  and  iuied 
on  Indinn  com.  The  pork  of  New-England  Itt  not  inferior  to  any  in 
the  world. 

Domeftic  poultry  of  all  kinds  are  raifed  in  great  plenty  and  per- 
legion  in  New-Hampfliire.  In  fome  of  the  lower  towns  they  have 
a  large  breed  of  dunghill  fowls,  which  were  exported  from  England 
about  twenty  years  paft ;  but  this  breed  is  permitted  to  mix  with 
the  common  fort,  by  which  means  it  will,  in  time,  degenerate.  The 
ock  of  all  domeftic  animals  ought  frequently  to  be  changed,  if  it  it 
fhc  vvifli  to  prcfcrve  them  unimpaired,  or  reftore  them  to  their  ori- 
ginal perfei'^lon. 

CAVERNS,   STONES,  FOSSILS,  AND  MINERALS. 

Among  the  many  rocky  mountains  and  precipices,  fome  openings 
appear,  which  are  gentTaily  fuppofed  to  be  the  haunts  of  bears  and 
rattle-fnakes,  and  are  rather  objects  of  dread  than  of  curiollty.  A  par* 
ticular  defcription  of  one  of  thefe  caverns  in  the  townfliip  of  Chefter, 
by  Peter  French,  an  ingenious  young  gentleman,  deceafed^  fliall  be 
given  in  his  own  words. 

"  At  about  five  miles  diAance  from  Chefter  meeting-houfc,  and 
very  nenr  the  road  leading  to  Concord,  is  an  eminence  called  Rattle- 
fnake  Hill.  Its  bafe  is  nearly  circular,  and  about  half  a  mile  in 
diameter.  It  is  very  rugged,  efpecially  on  the  ibuthem  fide,  where 
k  is  almofi  perpendicular,  and  its  fummit  frowns  tn^mendous,  about 
four  hundred  feet  high.  In  this  fide,  at  the  height  of  ten  yards,  is 
an  aperture  in  tlie  rocks,  of  about  five  feet  high,  and  twenty  inches 
broad,  which  is  the  entrance  to  what  is  called  the  Devil's  Den,  con^ 
cerning  which,  man^'  frightful  ftories  are  told,  to  incrcafe  the  ter* 
rorsof  the  evening,  among  the  children  of  the  neighbouring  vil- 
lages ;  and,  indeed,  I  have  ebferved  the  eyes  of  men  allume  a  pecu- 
liar brightnefs,  while  recounting  the  imaginary  dai^eri  which  they 
had  there  fortunately  eicaped. 

*<  This  entrance  is  about  fix  feet  long,  it  then  contrafts  its  heighe 

to  t^vo  feet  and  a  half,   and  difplays  its  breadth  horizontally  on 

the  right,  fifteen  feet,  where  it  is  urregularly  loft  among  thecontigu- 

ifiis  tocka.    This  form  of  the  cavhy  continues  about  ten,  feet,  when. 
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ring  the  fummer,  they  are  either  fed  on  the  wafte  of  the  dairy  and 
kitchen,  or  ringed  and  turned  into  field*  of  clover,  or  permitted  to 
run  at  large  in  the  woodi,  where  they  pick  vp  nuti  and  acorni,  or 
grub  the  roots  of  fern ;  but  after  harveft  they  are  ihut  up,  and  ktled 
on  Indinn  com.  The  pork  of  New-England  k  not  inferior  to  any  in 
the  world. 

Domeftic  poultry  of  all  kinds  are  raifed  in  great  plenty  and  per- 
fcAion  in  New-Hampfliire.  In  fome  of  the  lower  towns  they  have 
a  large  breed  of  dunghill  fowls,  which  were  exported  from  England 
about  twenty  years  paft ;  but  this  breed  is  permitted  to  mix  with 
the  common  fort,  by  which  means  it  will,  in  time,  degenerate.  The 
ock  of  all  domeftic  animals  ought  frequently  to  be  changed,  if  it  it 
the  \\\{i\  to  prcfcrve  them  unimpaired,  or  reftore  them  to  their  ori- 
ginal perfct'tlon. 

CAVERNS,   STONES,  FOSSILS,  AND  MINERALS. 

Among  the  many  rocky  mountains  and  precipices,  fome  openings 
appear,  which  are  gencraliy  fuppofed  to  be  the  haunts  of  bears  and 
rattle-fnakes,  and  are  rather  objects  of  dread  than  of  curiollty.  A  par* 
ticular  defcription  of  one  of  thefe  caverns  in  the  townfliip  of  Chefter, 
by  Peter  French,  an  ingenious  young  gentleman,  deceafed^  fliall  be 
given  in  his  own  words. 

"  At  about  five  milee  diAance  from  Chefter  meetiog>houfe,  and 
very  near  the  road  leading  to  Concord,  is  an  eminence  called  Rattle* 
fnake  Hill.  Its  bafe  is  nearly  circular,  and  about  half  a  mile  ki 
diameter.  It  is  very  nigged,  efpecially  on  the  ibuthem  fide,  whene 
it  is  almoft  perpendicular,  and  its  fummit  frowns  tn^mendous,  about 
four  hundred  feet  high.  In  this  fide,  at  the  height  of  ten  yards,  is 
an  aperture  in  tlie  rocks,  of  about  five  feet  high,  and  twenty  inches 
'broad,  which  is  the  entrance  to  what  is  called  the  Devil's  Den,  con- 
cerning which,  man^'  frightful  (lories  are  told,  to  incrcafe  the  ter« 
rorsof  the  evening,  among  the  children  of  the  neighbouring  vil- 
lages ;  and,  indeed,  I  have  ebferved  the  eyes  of  men  alTunae  a  pecu- 
liar brightnefs,  while  recoiintlog  the  imaginary  dangers  ^ich  they 
had  there -fortunately  efcaped. 

*'  This  entrance  is  about  fix  feet  long,  it  then  contrafts  its  height 

to  two  feet  and  a  half,   and  difplays  its  breadth  horizontally  oa 

the  right,  fifteen  feet,  where  it  is  irregtilarly  loft  among  thecontigu- 

ifys  tocks*    This  farm  of  the  cavity  continues  about  teiv  feet,  when. 
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it  fiiddeuly  becomes  about  eight  feet  high,  and  three  wide,  thd 
fides  uearly  perpendicular,  continuing  thus  about  nine  feet.  In  the 
midway  of  which,  on  the  fame  plane,  and  nearly  at  right  angles 
on  the  left,  is  an  aperture  of  five  feet  high  and  four  wide,  which  con- 
tinues  ten  or  twelve  feet)  where  it  is  loft  irregularly  among  the 
rocks.  Oppolite  to  this,  on  the  right,  lies  a  fpacious  chamber,  paraiw 
lel  to  the  faid  plane,  elevated  about  four  feet,  fifteen  or  twenty  feet 
Iquare*  and  about  three  feet  high,  floored  and  ceiled  by  a  regular 
Irock,  from  the  upper  part  of  which  are  dependent  many  ex- 
crefcencee,  nearly  in  thtt  form  of  a  pear,  fomq  of  which  are  more  than 
an  inch  long }  but  there  is  a  much  greater  number  of  every  polTible 
inferior  fiue ;  thefe  are  cafily  feparable  from  the  rock,  and  feveral 
of  them  are  depofited  in  the  mufeum  at  Cambridge,  where  they 
«re  flievvn  for  petrified  water.  Their  colour  and  conllfience  are 
thofe  of  a  common  ftone,  but  when  approached  in  the  cave  with 
a  flambeaux,  they  throw  about  a  fpatkling  luftre  of  almoft  every  hue. 
:This  appearance  is  caufed  by  a  large  drop  of  water,  which  hangs 
about  the  end  of  each,  and  when  the  echo  of  its  fall  has  reverberated 
round  the  Vault,  another  begins  to  kindle  in  fucceilion. 

'*  At  the  end  of  the  above  mentioned  nine  feet  is  a  perpendicular 
defcent  of  alwut  four  feet ;  where  the  paiTage  becoming  not  more 
than  eighteen  inches  wide,  but  at  leaft  fifteen  feet  high,  and  ftill 
nearly  perpendicular,  bends  gently  to  the  right  in  an  arch  of  a  very 
large  circle,  for  about  thirty  feet,  where  eight  or  nine  feet  of  th« 
height  fails  into  breadct),  and  all  in  feven  or  eight  feet  more  is  lofl: 
among  the  rocks,  in  inconfiderable  chinks. 

"  The  general  dire£lion  of  this  cavp  is  nearly  north,  and  upon  an 
afcent  of  about  three  degrees.  The  cavity  is  terminated  by  rocks 
on  all  fides,  fave  that  the  above-mentioned  thirty  feet  has  a  gra- 
velly bottom,,  at  the  farther  end  of  which  rifes  a  fmall  rivulet, 
ftrongly  impregnated  with  fulphur.  This  rivulet  increafes  imper- 
ceptibly in  it!i  defcent  along  :hc  thirty  feet ;  when  it  falls  fuddenly 
into  a  tranfverfe  chink,  about  three  inches  wide,  which  receives  it 
perpendicularly  about  ten  feet,  when  the  little  fubterraneous  cafcade 
is  intercepted  by  fome  thin  lip  of  a  rock,  and  thrown  about  in  quit© 
a  merry  drain  for  fuch  a  folitary  manfion.  ^,, 

**  The  rocks  which  wall  this  narrow  paflage,  are  cafed  with  a  flieU 
of  a  reddiib  colour,  about  half  an  inch  thick,  which  is  eafily  fepa>* 
Itftblc  from  the  rock,,  in  flakes  ai  large  as  a  man's  hand,    TheAs 

flakes 
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Itakcsemitaftrong  fcentoffulphuri  when  thrown  into  the  fiM  |  an^ 
this  circumftance  has  given  rile  to  a  conj^^ure  that  fubterranepus  (ires 
have  formerly  rag£d  here ;  but  whatever  truth  there  may  be  in  thif 
Dpiniou,  the  cave  is  now  exceedingly  cold,  and  a  more  gloomy  fitu;^ 
tion  is  fca,rcely  imaginable."  -  .      . 

^ro  the  town  of  Durham  theri  is  a  rock,  which  is  computed  ti^ 
weigh  fixty  or  feventy  tons*  It  lies  fo  eXa&\y  poifed  on  another 
rock,  as  to  be  eafily  moved  by  one  linger.  It  is  on  the  top  of  a  hiU, 
and  its  fltuation  appears  to  be  natural.  IVlany  other  Angular  ap» 
pearances  among  the  rocks  and  mountains  attra£l  the  attention  of  the 
curious,  and  ferve  as  obje^s  of  amacement  to  the  uninformed. 

Of  the  different  kinds  of  eartfts  and  clays  which  are  found  in 
New-Mamp(lilre>  it  would  be  endlefs  to  give  an  account.  The  - 
towns  6f  Exeter,  Newmarket,  Durham  and  Dover,  abound  in 
clays.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  feveral  towns  on  Conncfticut  river. 
In  many  of  the  new  townfliips,  clay  does  not  appear  till  after  the 
earth  has  been  opened  and  cultivated.  Maries,  though  found  in 
great  plenty  in  fome  places,  are  feldom  ufed  t  immcnfe  treafures  of 
this  precious  manure  will  be  referved  for  future  generations.  , 

Red  and  yellow  ochres  are  found  in  Sommerfworth,  Chefter* 
field,  Rindge  and  Jaffrey.  It  is  obfervable  that  in  feveral  places,  ^ 
ftratum  of  yellow  is  found  under  one  of  red  ochre,  without  any  in* 
tervening  fubftance ;  thefe  have  been  purified  and  ufed  with  fucceU 
in  painting. 

At  Orfordj  on  Conneflicut  riVer,  is  found  the  fdnp-rock,  SieaHteu 
It  has  the  property  of  fuller's  earth  in  cleanfing  cloths  ;  it  is  of  a  con* 
fiftence  between  earth  and  ftone  ;  it  may  be  fuwn  or  cut  with  carpen* 
ter's  tools  into  any  form  whatever.  To  determine  it .•  c.ipacity  of  eft- 
tlnring  hear,  Mr.  Belknap  caiefully  meafured  and  weighed  a  piece 
of  it;  and  having  kept  it  for  one  hour  in  a  glowing  fire  of  coals, 
and  cooled  it  graduaUy*  he  found  its  fize  was  not  in  tl;«  leaft  dimi* 
niflied ;  it  loft  a  fixty*fifth  part  of  its  weight ;  it  was  evidently  cracked, 
and  was  eafily  broken  by  the  hand ;  it  was  equally  foft  as  before^ 
and  as  capable  of  being  cut  or  fcraped ;  its  colour  was  changed  from 
a  light  grey  to  a  micaceous  yelbw.  The  piece  on  which  this  experi- 
ment was  made,  weighed  between  feven  and  eight  ounces. 

In  various  parts  of  the  country  is  found  that  tranfparint  fubftance 

which   is  commonly  called  ifing*glafs,     Ldpts  fpeculnns.     It  is  a 

fpccies  of  talc,  and  is  found  adhering  to  rocks  of  white  or  yellow 

quartZy    and  lying  in  lamifite^    like  iliects  of  paper;    moft  of  fH 
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ila&es  iemita  ftrong  fcent  of  fulphurj  when  durown  into  the  Sve  ;  an^ 
this  circumftance  has  given  rife  to  a  conj^Aure  th^t  fubterrancoui  fires 
have  formerly  raged  here ;  but  whatever  truth  there  may  be  in  tbi# 
opinion,  the  cave  is  now  exceedingly  cold,  and  a  more  gloomy  fitua> 
tion  is  fcarcely  imaginable."  .      . 

jfk  the  town  of  Durham  theri  h  a  rock,  which  is  computed  t^ 
weigh  fixty  or  feventy  tons*  It  lies  (o  eXa£lly  poifed  on  another 
rock,  as  to  be  eafily  moved  by  one  finger.  It  is  on  the  top  of  a  hiU, 
and  its  fttuation  appears  to  be  natural.  Many  other  Angular  ap* 
pearances  among  the  rocks  and  moutltains  attra£l  the  attention  of  the 
curious,  and  ferve  as  objedls  of  amazement  to  the  uninformed. 

Of  the  different  kinds  of  eartfis  and  clays  which  are  found  la 
New-Mampfliltej  it  would  be  endlefs  to  give  an  account.  The  ■ 
towns  6f  Exeter,  Newmarket,  Durham  and  Dover,  abound  in 
clays.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  feveral  towns  on  Connefticut  river. 
in  many  of  the  new  townfliips,  clay  does  not  appear  till  after  the 
earth  has  been  opened  and  cultivated.  Maries,  though  found  in 
great  plenty  in  fome  places,  are  feldom  ufed  t  immenfe  treafures  of 
this  precious  manure  will  be  referved  for  future  generations.  « 

Red  and  yellow  ochres  are  found  in  Sommerfvvorth,  Chefter* 
field,  Rindge  and  JafFrey.  It  is  obfervable  that  in  feveral  places,  i 
ftratum  of  yellow  is  found  under  one  of  red  ochre,  without  any  in* 
tervening  fubflance :  thefe  have  been  purified  and  ufed  with  fuccel'l 
in  painting. 

At  Orford)  on  Connefticut  riVer,  isfotind  thcfbap-rock,  Steatites, 
It  has  the  property  of  fuller's  earth  in  cleaufing  cloths ;  it  is  of  a  con* 
fiftence  between  earth  and  ttone  ;  ic  may  be  fawn  or  cut  with  carpen- 
ter's tools  into  any  form  whatever.  To  determine  it:-  cipacity  of  eft- 
tliiring  hear,  Mr.  Belknap  caiefully  meafured  and  weigled  a  piece 
of  it ;  and  having  kept  it  for  one  hour  in  a  glowing  fire  of  coals, 
and  cooled  it  gradually^  he  found  it;  fize  was  not  in  tl:«  leaft  dimi* 
nifhed;  it  loft  a  fixty^fifth  part  of  its  weight;  it  was  evidently  cracked, 
and  was  eafily  broken  by  the  hand ;  it  was  equally  fofc  as  before^ 
and  as  capable  of  being  cut  or  fcraped ;  its  colour  was  changed  from 
a  light  grey  to  a  micaceous  yelUnv.  The  piece  on  which  this  experi- 
ment was  made,  weighed  between  feven  and  eight  ounces. 

In  various  parts  of  the  country  is  found  that  tranfparint  fubftance 
which  is  commonly  called  ifing*glai9,  Ldpis  Jfevulans.  It  is  a 
fpccies  of  talc,  and  is  found  ailhering  to  rocks  of  while  or  yellow 
jtfar/s,    and  lying  in  lamlna-f    like  fliects  of  paper;    moft  of  '^i 
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if  white,  fome  U  yellow,  snd  feme  has  a  purple  hue.    Thr  UrgeH 
leaves  of  thii  curioui  fubftance  are  found  in  a  nnountain,  in  thtf 
townfliip  of  Grafton,   about  twenty  miles  eaftward  of  Dartmottll 
'^(oUege*    It  was  firft  difcovered  iu  the  following  manner' :  a  hun-* 
ter  took  flielter  for  the  night  in  a  cavera  of  the  mountain,  and  iryj^e 
morning  fouAd    himfelf  fufrdunded   iflrith   this   tfanfparent  lub- 
ilance ;  a  large  leaf  t>f  which  he  fattened  to  the  branch  of  a  tre^ 
near  the  caVe^  as  a  mark  by  which  be  might  again  find  the  place* 
This  happened  during  the  late  war,  when  window-glafs  could  not 
be  imported.    The  fcardty  of  that  convenient  Article  brought  the 
talc  into  repute*    Many  perfons  employed  their  time  in  blowing 
the  rocks,  feparating  the  Idminse,  cutting  them  into  iquares,  and 
vending  them  about  the  country.     This  fubftSnce  is  particularly 
Valuable  for  the  windows  of  (hips,  as  it  is  not  brittle,  butelaflic,  and 
will  Hand  the'exploHon  of  cannon.  It  is  alfo  ufed  to  covet  miniature 
paintings,  and  to  preferve  minute  objects  for  the  microfcope.    The 
difadVahtage  of  it  for  windows  is,  that  it  contracts  duft,  and  is  not 
eafily  cleaned ;  but  for  lanterns  it  is  preferable  to  glafs. 

Chryftals  and  chryftalline  fpafs  have  been  found  at  Norfhwoodj 
Rindge  and  Conway.  They,  afe  of  various  fizes,  generally  hexago-* 
<lal,  and  terminating  in  a  point.  The  largeft  which  has  fallen  under 
our  knowledge  was  found  at  Conway ;  it  was  fix  inches  in  length, 
fcight  in  circumference,  and  weighed  thirty-two  ounces,  but  it  was 
nut  throughout  pellucid. 

Allum  ore  has  been  found  at  Barririgton,  Orford  and  Jaffrey 
Vitriol  at  JafFicy,  Breiitwood  and  Rindge  i  it  is  generally  combined  in 
the  lame  ftone  witli  fulphur.  Thofe  ftones  which  hive  been  fecn  are 
(helly,  and  the  vitriol  exudes  at  the  filTures.  Mr<  Belknap  has  one 
which  has  been  kept  perfcdly  dry  for  above  twelve  years,  and  it 
produces  the  white  efflorefcence  as  plentifully  as  ever.  It  was 
taken  from  Lebanon  in  the  coUnty  of  York,  wher^;  there  was  aft 
immenfe  quantity. 

Free-ftone  h:is  been  difcovered  at  Hahover  and  Piermotit.  At  Or- 
ford are  many  (late  i^fcks,  and  a  grey  (tone,  vlrhich  may  be  Wrought 
to  great  pcrfeftion,  either  for  building  or  for  mill-ftones ;  it  is  laid  to 
be  nearly  equal  to  the  imported  burr  iloncsj  attd  is  in  great  de- 
mand. 

Iron  ore  is  found  in  mary  places,  moft  commonly  in  fwamps^ 
It  generally  dlfcovers  itfe  f  by  the  colour  and  tafte  of  the  water, 
V?hich  runs  tl^^ough  it ;  and  there  are  many  fprings  in  ahnofi  every 
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past  of  the  country  which  are  impregnated  in  different  degrees 
with  it.  Black  lead,  phmlagOf  it  found  in  large  quantitiei  about  * 
the  grand  Monadnocic,  in  the  ;(ownfl)ip  of  Jaffrey.  In  the  fame 
neighbourhood,  fome  fmall  ij|>eciinens  of  copper  and  lead  have  , 
been  feen.  There  ii  alfo  an  appearance  C|f  copper  in  {bnae  Focki 
at  Orford  j  but  no  metal  except  iron,  hai  beea  wrought  to  any  ad- 
vantage. 

FoiTil  ihells  have  been  found  near  Lamprey  river  in  Newnwrket, 
at  the  depth  of  feventeen  feet,  and  in  fuch  a  fitution  at  that  the  bed 
of  the  river  could  never  have  been  there.  The  fliclli  were  of 
oyfters,  mufcles  and  clams,  intermixed.  Clam  (hells  haye  alfo 
been  difcovered  at  the  depth  of  twenty  feet,  in'the  neighbourhood 
of  Dartnionth  college. 

Foffil  trees  are  fometimes  found  in  the  intervale  lands,  adjoining 
the  great  rivers. 

>  Mineralogy  is  a  branch  of  fcience  which  is  but  little  cultivated. 
Men  of  genius  and  fcience  have  not  yet  had  leifure  to  purfue  objefts 
from  which  prefent  advantages  cannot  be  drawn.  The  difappointmenty 
which  have  attended  fome  expenfive  attempts  ;  the  air  of  myftery 
thrown  over  the  fubje6t  by  ignorant  pretenders ;  and  the  facility 
with  which  every  mineral  may  be  imported  from  abroad,  have  like- 
wife  difcouraged  inquiries.  But  from  the  fpecimens  which  have  ap- 
peared, there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  exigence  of  mineral  and  fof* 
fil  treafurcs,  in  the  fearcb  of  which,  future  generations  will  find  em- 
ployment. . 

CIVIL  DIVISIONS  AND  CHIEF  TOWNS. 

This  State  is  divided  into  five  counties,  viz.  Rockingham,  Straf-, 
ford,  Cheihirr,  Hillfborough  and  Grafton;  thefe  are  ful>>divided 
into  one  hundred  and  ninety-three  townfliips,  and  thirteen  locations, 
mod  of  which  are, about  (ix  miles  fquare.  In  all  thefe  townfliipi 
a  (hare  has  been  referved  e([ual  to  that  of  any  other  grantee  for  . 
the  firft  fettled  minider,  as  his  own  right,  befides  the  parfonage  lot. 
This  has  proved  a  great  encouragement  to  the  fettlement  of  mmiftert 
in  the  new  towns ;  and  where  the  choice  has  been  prudent,  many 
advantages  have  been  derived  from  it. 

The  chief  towns  in  this  State  are  Fortfmnuth,  Exeter  and  Con- 
cord, in  Rockinghani  county ;  Dover  and  Durham,  in  Strafford  t 
Keen  and  Charlefton,  inChefhirei  Amhcrft,  in  HilUborough ;  and 
Haverhall  and  Plymouth,  in  Grafton. 
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GENERAL    DESCRIPTION 


rqHTSMUVTH. 

Thii  is  the  Urged  town  in  the  State,  its  longitude  is  70^  40'  from 
the  obfervatory  at  Greenwich ;  it  is  about  two  miles  from  the  Tea,  on 
the  fouth  fide  of  Pafcataqua  river ;  it  contains  about  fix  hundred  and 
forty  dwelling  houfes,  and  nearly  as  many  other  bui|dings»  befides 
thofe  for  public  ufes,  which  are  three  congregational  churches,  ono 
epifcopal,  and  one  univerfalift ;  a  (late  houfe,  market  houfe,  four 
fJiool  houfes,  and  a  work  houfe. 

Its  harbour  is  one  of  the  fineft  on  the  continent,  having  a  fufBcicnt 
depth  of  water  for  vefTels  of  any  burthen.  It  is  defended  againft 
ilorms  by  the  adjacent  laitd,  in  fnch  a  manner,  as  that  fliips  may 
fecureiy  ride  there  in  any  feafon  of  the  year.  Beildes,  the  harbour 
is  fo  well  fortified  by  nature,  that  very  little  art  will  be  necelTary  to 
render  it  impregnable.  Its  vicinity  to  the  fea  renders  it  very  conve- 
nient for  naval  trade.  A  light  houfe,  with  a  fingle  light,  flabds  at 
the  entrance  of  the  harbour.  Ships  of  war  have  been  built  here  ; 
among  others,  the  America,  of  feventy-four  guns,  launched  No- 
vember, 1782,  and  prefented  to  the  King  of  France  by  the  Congrefs 
of  the  United  States. 

EXETER. 

Exeter  is  Hfteen  miles  S.  W.  from  Portfmouth,  iituated  at  the  head 
of  the  navigation  upon  Swamfcot,  or  Exeter  river.  The  tide  rife* 
hert  eleven  feet;  it  is  well  fituated  for  a  manufacturing  town,  and  hat 
already  a  duck  manufactory,  in  its  infancy— 'fix  faw  mills,  a  fulling 
mill,  flitting  mill,  paper  mill,  fnuffmill,  two  chocolate  and  ten  grill 
mills,  iron  works,  and  a  printmg  office.  The  public  buildings  arc 
two  congregational  churches,  ah  academy,  a  new  and  hand(bme 
^ourt  houfe,  and  a  gaol.  The  public  offices  of  State  are  kept  here. 
Forrherly  this  town  was  famous  for  fliip  building,  but  this  bufinefs 
has  not  flouriflied  fince  its  intierruption  by  the  war. 


CONCORD. 

*  This  is  a  pleafant,  flouriflung,  inland  town,  fituated  on  the  weft 
bank  of  Merrimack  river,  fifty-four  miles  W.  N.  W.  from  Poi^f- 
mouth.  The  general  court,  of  kte,  have  comnnonly  held  their  fef- 
fions  here;  and  from  its  central  iituation,  and  a  thriving  back 
country,  it  will  probably  foon  beconne  the  )}£rmanent  feat  of  go- 
vernment. Much  of  the  trade  of  the  upper  country  centers  in  this 
town. 
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Dover,  Durham,  Amherft,  Keen,  Charlefton,  Plymouth  and 
Haverhill,  are  the  other  moft  confiderable  towns  in  thii  State* 
Haverhill  is  a  new,  thriving  town,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  Connecticut 
rtver.  In  Lower  Coos*  It  is  the  moft  confiderable  town  in  the  cotmty 
of  Grafton,  and  has  a  well-con ftni£ted  court-houfe  and  a  congrega* 
tional  church.  In  it  is  a  bed  of  iron  ore,  which  lias  yielded  fonoe 
profit  to  the  proprietor — alfo  a  quarry  of  free  (lone,  from  which  the 
people  are  fupplied  with  chimney  pieces,  hearth  ftones,  itc  It 
has  alfo  a  fulling  mill  and  an  oil  miU|  and  many  other  cxceilctit 
mill  feats. 
/   "  POPULATION. 

Attempts  have  been  made  at  ieveral  times  to  afcertain  the  numbef 
6f  people  in  New-Hampftilre.  The  late  Governor  Wentworth  waa 
ordered  by  the  Britifli  miniftry  to  take  an  exaft  fui  vey  j  btit  "  hav- 
ing no  fund  to  pay  the  expenfe,  and  no  law  to  pompcl  obedience** 
to  the  order,  he  was  fubje^ted  to  the  inconvenience  of  delay  and 
difappointment.  The  number  of  the  people,  however,  in  1767, 
ivas  eftimated  at  fifty-two  thoufand  feven  hundred.  Another  cfii- 
tnate  was  made  in  1774,  of  which  we  have  met  with  no  official  ac- 
count, but  have  been  informed  that  it  was  eighty*five  thoufand. 
This  was  too  high.  The  eftimate  given  to  Congrefs  by  the  delegate* 
t>{  New-Hampfiiire,  at  the  commencement  of  the  revoltition,  was 
ilillmore  extravagant.  A-fur vey  taken  in  1775,  partly  by  enume- 
ration, and  partly  by  eftimation,  for  the  purpoiie  of  eftiiblifiiing  an 
iidequate  reprefentation  of  the  people,  made  the  whole  number 
eighty-two  thoufand  two  huindred.  , 

The  cenfus  taken  by  order  of  Congrefs  in  1790,  is  the  moft  eofi 
re£t  account  which  has  ever  been  made,  according  to  thiS|  the  noix|> 
\xn  were  as  follows ; 
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GENSRAL  DBSCRXPTXOIf 


ROCKINGHAM  COUNTY. 


TOWNS. 

it 

i 

J 

1 

1 

• 

1 

1 

t 

Fortfmouch,    .   .   .    . 
Exeter, 

115B 
437 

973 

343 

•187 
659 

it 

a6 

a 

4720 
1733 

GofportfOn  StaMfland, 

3* 

•a 

39 

93 

Greenland, 

170 

4' 

309 

la 

a 

634 

Rye, 

•a6 

180 
»S8 

436 
466 

8 

3 

8^e 

Stratham, 

ts9 

8 

1 

88» 

Hampton  Falls,  .   .   . 

'^2 

96 

•91 

3 

I 

541 
853 

Hampton, 

Nortnampton,    .  .   . 

»l8 

'38 

436 

4 

I 

184 

313 

a 

657 

Newineton,     .  .   .   . 
Newcaltle,  .   .   .   .   , 

»3» 

109 

a 

»4 

54» 

"i 

:;2 

•91 

534 

Seabrook,    

I7d 

357 

010 

a 

7»5 

Newmarket,    .   .   .   . 

a84 

•3? 

I 

1 

»«3; 
976 

Brentwood,     .   .   .   . 

255 

as4 

490 

« 

Poplin, 

»37 

»03 

•5» 

t 

1 

493 

Londonderry,      .   .    . 

677 

t 

>339 

«4 

6 

a6ia 

Southampton,     .   .   . 

»»5 

•41 

1 

448 

Plaftow, 

»3S 

;:? 

•57 

521 

Hampilead,     .   .    .   . 

19.? 

370 

3 

724 

Atkinfon, 

i»9 

lot 

146 

a 

479 

Kingflon, 

«43 

i«9 

47« 

3 

906 

Hawke, 

101 

94 

aB4 

420 

Sandown,    ..'... 

^8 

11^ 

308 

561 

Newtown,      .   .   .    . 

ISO 

r, 

«7« 

530 

Eaft-Kingfton,    .   .   . 

.?? 

lit 

a 

358 

Salem, 

•94 

9 

1218 

Kenfington,    .   .   .    . 
DeeriieTd, 

it* 

3?8 

43' 

800 

4S» 

806 

t 

1619 

Nottingham,  .... 

'75 

:5? 

5«9 

4 

II 

1068 

London,      

»y% 

518 

5 

1084 

Pittsfield, 

'.it 

•Si 

449 

4 

888 

Northwood,    .... 

181 

374 

744 

Epfom,    ••••.. 

•00 

»7S 

654 

799 

Epping, 

318 

a  54 

a 

i»33 

Northfield,       .... 

•85 

iSS 

•9C 
5s6 

a 

606 

Canterbury,    .   .   .   , 

VA 

1 

3 

1038 

Chichefter,      .... 

»37 

>i6 
469 

i»3 

491 

Pembrook,      «   .   •  • 

S40 

•♦J 
401 

a 

956 

Concord,    •    .  .  •  . 

505 

7 

4 
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ROCKINGHAM  COUNTY,  CONTINUED. 


TOWNS. 


II 


4 

h 


I 


Bow,    .   . 

Allenftown, 

Chefter, 

Ctindia, 

Pelhuin,  . 

Raymond, 

Windham, 


149 
67 

49+ 
»46 

316 
H6 


6j 
447 
^73 

U)0 

181 
»73 


11148       96^4 


a68 
960 

361 
3»8 


J 
I 


21296 


29398 


568 

«54 
X902 
1040 

791 

7*7 
663 


43169 


STRATFORD    COUNTY. 


Dover,     .   . 
Somerfworth, 
Rochcfter,    .   . 
Nsv^'-Durliam, 
Middleton, 
Wolfborough, 
Mou'tonborough 
Sandwich, 
Offipec,   . 
Wakefield, 
TuftonbArough, 
Tamwortlj, 
Barnftead, 
Eaton,     . 
Effingham, 
Conway, 
Durham, 
Barr'mgton, 
Madbnry, 
Lee,     .   . 
New-Durham  Gore, 
Sanlmrntown, 
NcX^-HamptoD, 
Meridith,    .   . 
Gilmantown, 
Stark'»and  Sterling' 
Locaiftoas 


••»      •   •    • 

Sterling's  1 
s,   .   .   ,  J 


5^9 

24U 

730 
»39 
151. 

no 

»33 
216 

86 

158 

67 
192 

60 
42 

T49 

33^ 
60$ 

167 

277 

108 

415 

247 
614. 


601 1 


419 
211 
740 
140 
162 
120 
148 

843 
82 

^93 
20 
72 

*'4 
7» 

43 
146 

272 

646 

126 

224 

118 

423 

>73 

2tl 
682 

»3 


1004 

478 

»3«6 

lb 

275 

304 

217 

283 
446 

171 

'U 

126 

400 

121 

68 

279 
634 

1 

1217 

2 

29$ 
526 

4 
2 

212 

7 

749 
306 

2 

419 

4 

1294 

22 

26 

1998 

943 

2857 

554 

6,7 

447 
56? 
905 

339 
646 

109 

266 

807 

*53 
»S4 

574 
1247 

2470 

59* 
1029 

445 
1587 

652 

881 

26x3 

5' 


5913  I  1 1 591  I  6323  23601 


9tf 


G£H£RAt    DBBCRlPflOM 


CHESHIRE   COUNTY. 


TOWNS. 


Charleftou, 

Keene,     .   . 

Ack  worth,  . 

Alftead,  .   . 

Chefterfield, 

Claremont, 

Cornifli, 

Croydon,    . 

Dublin,    .   . 

Fitzwilliam, 

GiHbm,    .  • 

Hinfdale,     . 

Ja  ffrey,    .    . 

Langdon,     . 

LeUipfter,    . 

Marlborough 

Marlow, 

Newport,    . 

Packersfield, 

Richmond, 

Rindge,   . 

Stoddart, 

Surry, 

Sullivan, 

Swanzey, 

Unity, 

Walpolc, 

Warfiington, 

Wendell,     . 

Weftmoreland 

Winchefter, 

New-Grantham, 

Plain  field,    . 

Prote£lworth, 


307 

318 

441 
348 
»38 

121 
227 

70 
127 
285 

no 

73 
187 

167 

332 
276 

162 

117 

48 

293 
^33 
3*7 
»37 
70 

47* 
298 

90 

259 

56 


7004 


S 


j»54 
318 

»97 
285 

53* 

39! 
s$8 

»S' 

323 

278 

64 

142 

336 
76 

95 
219 

80 

♦  198 

208 

368 

326 

194 

III 

68 

287 

,  139 

335 

135 

64 

543 

3" 
88 

a77 
49 


7680 


I 


0. 


530 
671 

348 

558 

930 
6192 

484 
262 

446 

505 

164 

*5i. 
603 

108 

207 

39a 
160 

390 

343 
680 

554 
344 

220 

103 

57> 
265 

580 

*73 
133 
998 
595 

153 
486 

104 


a 

t 


14IO3 


II 
2 

3 


69 


16 


t 


1093 
»3i4 
704 
nil 
1905 

»43l 
982 

537 
901 

1038 

298 

»«35 
»44 

3»3 

780 

721 

1360 

1 143 

701 

448 

220 

»»57 
538 

»»45 
545 
*  I 

2Ql8 
1209 

333 

1024 

210 


2887a 
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HILLSBOROUGH    COUNTY, 


TOWNS. 


Attiheilt,     '. 
Dtixbiiry  Mile-flip, 
Bedford,     .   . 
Derryficld  Gore, 
Wilton,    .   .    . 
Dutiftable,  .   . 
Nottingham  Welt, 
Ncw-Tpfwich, 
Merrimack, 
Hllifborough, 
0<tifitotvn, 
Litchfield,    . 
New-Bofton, 
Antrim,  .  . 
Mcniker, 
Peterborough, 
Flflierfield,      , 
Lyndborough, 
Lyndborough  Gore, 
Bifldford,    .   . 
Siitton,    .   .   . 
New*  London, 
Warner,      .   . 
Klirfergc  Gore, 
Andover,     .   . 
Bofeavveii,   .    . 
Society,   .   ,   . 
Hancock,    .   . 
Sharon,    ... 
Campbell'!  Gore, 
Saiilbtiry,    .   . 
Temple,     .   , 
Mflfon,    ... 
Raby,      .   ;   . 
Wcare,    .   ,   . 
Hopkinton,     . 
Pranceftovvn,  . 
Diinbarton,     . 
Dearing,     .  . 


19 


tit 


K 


1204 

85 

440 

16 

6t4 

393 
614 

160 

576 

344 

4*3 
618 

lot 
s66 

448 
49 

3'* 

55» 
146 

118 


?7 

640 

2 

,V>8 

6 

462 

3 

169 

3 

8«« 

2 
1 

V7 

444 

ao 

459 

2 

la 

'8 

12 

I 

7 

4 

10 

I 

34 

8 

4 
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GENERAL    DESCRIPTION 


HILLSBOROUGH  COUNTY,  CONTINUED. 


TOWNS. 


Hollis,    .    .   .   . 
Derryfield,      .   . 


g  t 


tit  >, 


340 

9» 


815s 


u 


v0 


37« 
9? 


8389 


1 


u 

hi 


1 
I 

% 


1^1 
'75 


16250 


«77 


o 


1441 


328^1 


Haverhill, 

iPlymouth,  .'.... 

Alexandria^     .... 

Bartlect,  ...... 

Bath,    .9  

Bridgevvater,    .   .   .   . 

Burton, 

Cambridge,  not  inhab. 

CaiTipton, 

Canaan, 

Chatham, 

Cockbui*ne,     .... 

Cockerntiouth,     .   .    . 

Colburne, 

Concord,  alias  Gun- 1 
thwaite,   ....  J 

Coventry, 

Dalton, 

Dartmouth,     .... 

Dorchefter,     .... 

Diimmcr,  not  inhab.  . 

Enfield,  alias  Relhan, 

Errol,  not  inhabited,  . 

Franconin, 

Grafton,      

Hanover,  including  ^ 
152  iludents  at  > 
Dart.  College,     .  J 

Kilkenny,notiuhabited, 

Lancafler,    .... 

Landaff, 

Lebanon,     .... 

Lincoln,      .... 


163 

182 

79 

55 

84 
34 

»37 

17 

9 

94 

JO 

91 

21 

3 
34 
48 

188 

22 
99 

476 


45 
75 
375 
8| 


•OUNTY. 

118 

266 

I 

4 

55* 

J  42 

.a97 

4 

625 

87 

132 

ag8 

57 

135 

I 

348 

^l^ 

»39 

I 

493 

62 

»34 

I 

281 

-t^ 

62 

141 

79 

202 

I 

395 

123 

223 

4«3 

»3 

28 

^l 

5 

IS 

26 

104 

»75 

373 

6 

^3 

29 

75 

147 

313 

20 

47 

88 

4 

7 

14 

a? 

C2 

III 

45 

82 

^1^ 

>73 

361 

2 

[7*4 

18 

3» 

72 

no 

194 

403 

298 

S96 

8 

2 

1380 

45 

7» 

161 

80 

»37 

292 

282 

515 

8 

1 180 

5 

9 

22 

;,.  '*>* 
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GRAFTON  COUNTY,  CONTINUED. 


TOWNS. 


Littleton, 

Lyman, 

LyniCj 

MilHeld,  not  inhabited, 
New-Cbeftcr,  .  .  . 
New-Holderftefs,  .  . 
Northumberland^  .  . 
Oratlge,  ...... 

Orford, > 

Peding,  nut  itihabited, 
Percy,  *,*».» 
Fierniont,  ..... 
Rumney^  ..... 
Shelburne,  ,   .    ,    ,   , 

Stratford, 

Succefs,  not  inhabited, 

Thornton, 

Trecothick,  not  inhab. 
Warren,      .... 
Wentworth^    .   .   . 

Hales's,  .   .   . 

Dames'i,     .   . 

Hart's,     .   .   . 

Senter's   .   r   . 

Stark's, .... 

Sterling's,   .    . 

Wales's,      .   , 


1-8 


28 

57 
231 

70 
96 

34 

3» 
140 

103 

97 
12 

44 
96 

3 
4 
3 

5 

8 

3 
I 


S 


.26 

39 
189 

103 

73 
27 

37 
125 

ii 

113 

"3 

5 

38 

98 

64 

73 

A 

8 

4 

5 

2 

3 


37^8  I     3315 


I 


42 
106 

39* 

139 
160 

61 
272 

43 

206 

20I 
18 
64 

191 

86 

112 

4 

9 

S 

3 
16 

4 
.  2 


c 


3 
^ 


6340  ]  28  21 


-a 

o 


96 
202 
816 

312 

3*9 

117 

»3» 
540 

426 
411 

35 
146 

38s 

ao6 
24 1 

9 

21 

12 

8 

29 

9 
6 


i347» 


SUMMARY  OF  POPULATION. 


Rockingham  County, 
Stra^orddO.    .   .   ^   , 
Chefliirc  do.    .    .    i    , 
Hillfborough  do.     .   , 
Grafton  do.    .   .   .   , 


1 1 148 
60 1 1 

7004 
8155 
3768 


360S6 


9654 

5913 
7680 

8389 
3315 


21976 
11591 
14103 
16150 
6340 


34851  i  70160 


293 
63 
69 

177 

SI 


98 

^3 
16 

28 


43169 
23601 
28872 
32871 

i347» 


630J158J  141985 


O^ 


If 


too 


GENEkAL    DESCRIPTION 


II"  this  number  is  compared  with  the  number  in  177$,  and  th« 
difference  divided  by  the  number  of  iiiteryening  years,  without  an/ 
reference  to  the  lofs  fullained  by  the  war,  the  average  of  increafe 
will  be  three  thoiifand  nine  hundred  and  eight- five  per  annum  for  the 

laft  fifteen  years. 

•  This  rapid  increafe  of  population  is  partly  natural  and  partly  ad- 
ventitious. The  diftindion  between  thele  two  cailfes  iS  evident ; 
biit  to  alcertain  the  prccife  limits  of  their  refpcftive  operations  is 
irtipra£ticablc,  without  a  more  minute  furvcy  than  has  ever  yet  been 
taken.  Large  emigrations  have  been  made  fince  the  peace  of  1 763  from 
the  neighbouring  States,  into  the  new  tovvnfliips  of  New'Hampfliire. 
*rhofe  from  the  old  towns  to  the  new  have  been  alfo  veiy  confidera^ 
We ;  and  though  at  firft  view  thefe  latter  may  not  feem  to  haVe  aug- 
mented the  number  of  the  people  ;  yet,  upon  a  more  clofe  attention 
of  the  fubjeft,  it  will  be  found,  that  even  in  them  there  is  a  pro- 
du£live  caufe  of  increafe.  Where  land  is  cheap,  and  the  means  of 
fubfiftence  may  be  acquired  in  fuch  plenty,  and  in  fe  fliort  a  time,  as 
IS  evidently  the  cafe  in  the  new  plantations,  encouragement  is  given 
to  early  marriage.  A  youtig  man  who  has  cleared  a  piece  of  land, 
and  built  a  hut  for  his  prefent  accommodation,  foon  begins  to  expe- 
rience the  truth  of  that  old  adage,  //  is  not  good  for  man  to  be  alone. 
Having  a  profpc£t  of  increafing  his  fubftance  by  labour,  which  he 
knows  himfelf  able  to  perform,  he  attaches  himfelf  to  a  female 
earlier  than  prudence  would  diftate  if  he  had  not  fuch  a  profpedt. 
Nor  are  the  young  females  of  the  country  averfe  to  a  fettlement  in 
the  new  plantations,  where,  after  the  fecond  year's  labour,  by  which 
the  land  is  brought  into  pafture,  there  is  a  neceflity  for  beginning 
the  work  of  a  dairy,  an  employment  which  always  falls  to  their 
lot,  and  is  an  objeft  of  their  ambition  as  well  as  intereft. 


RELIGION,-  CHARACTER,  GENIUS,  &c. 

The  principal  denominations  of  Chriftians  in  this  State  are  Con- 
jregationalifts,  Baptifts,  Prefbyterians,Epifcopalians,  and  Quakers;  of 
rhefe  the  Congregationalills  are  the  moil  numerous,  as  they  are  in 
mbft  of  the  New-England  States  ;  there  is,  likewife,  a  fmall  fociety 
of  Sandemonians  and  another  of  Univerfaliils  in  Fortfmouth,  but  of 
no  great  extent. 

In  the  charadkr  of  the  people  of  this  State,  like  the  inhabitants 

of  Vermont,  there  are  various  Ihades;  the  revolution,  which  called 

the  democratic  power  .into  aftion,  has  reprefft:d  the  "ariftocratic  fpiiit. 

•The  people  enjoy  more  equal  privileges,  and,  after  a  long  c'iflcnfion, 

die 
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are  better  united.  Government  is  a  fdenct^  and  requires  education 
and  information  as  well  as  judgment  and  prudence.  Indeed  there 
are  fome  who  have  ftruggled  through  all  the  difadvantages  arifiog 
from  the  want  of  early  education,  and,  by  force  of  native  genius 
and  induftiy,  have  acquired  thofe  qualifications  which  have  enabled 
them  to  render  eminent  fervice  to  the  community ;  and  there  arc 
others  who  have  been  favoured  with  early  education,  and  have  im- 
proved their  opportunity  to  good  purpofe ;  notwithftanding  which, 
the  deficiency  of  pcrfons  qualified  for  tlie  various  departments  in 
government  has  been  much  regretted,  and  by  none  more  than  by 
thofe  few,  who  know  how  public  bufinefs  ought  to  be  conducted ; 
this  deficiency  is  daily  decreafiug  ;■  the  means  of  knowledge  are  ex- 
pending ;  prejudices  are  wearing  away,  and  the  political  cliara£ter  of 
the  people  is  manifeftly  improving. 

But  however  late  the  inhabitants  of  New-Hamplliire  may  be  in 
political  improvement,  yet  they  have  long  pofl'efled  other  valuable 
qualities,  which  have  rendered  them  an  important  branch  of  the 
American  union  ;  firmnefs,  patience  in  fatigue,  intrepidity  in  dan- 
ger, and  alertnefs  in  aftion,  are  to  be  numbered  among  their  natives 
and  eflential  charafteriftics. 

Men  who  are  concerned  in  travelling,  hunting,  cutting,  timber, 
making  roads,  and  other  employments  in  the  foreft,  are  inured  to 
hardfliips.    They  frequently  lie  out  in  the  woods  feveral  days  or 
weeks  together,  in  all  feafons  of  the  year.    A  hut  compofed  of  poles 
and  bark  fuffices  them  for  fhelter,  and  on  the  open  fide  of  it  a  large 
fire  fecures  them  from  the  feverity  of  the  weather.    Wrapt  in  a 
blanket  with  their  feet  next  the  fire,  they  pafs  the  longeft  and  coldeft 
nights,  and  awake  vigorous  for  labour  the  fucceeding  day.     Their 
food,  when  thus  employed,  is  falted  pork  or  beef,  with  potatoes  and 
bread  of  Indian  corn,  and  their  bed:  drink  is  water  mixed  with  gin- 
ger, though  many  of  them  are  fond  of  diftilled  fpirits,  which,  how- 
ever, are  lefs  noxious  in  fuch  a  fituation  than  at  home.    Thofe 
who  begin  a  new  fettlement  live,  at  firft,  in  a  Ilyle  not  lefs  fimple  ; 
they  ereft  a  fquare  building  of  poles  notched  at  the  ends  to  keep  them 
faft  together;   the  crevices  are  plaiftered  with  day,  or  the  ftiffeil 
earth  which  can  be  had,  mixed  with  mofs  or  draw ;  the  roof  is 
cither  bark  or  fplit  boards;  the  chimney  a  pile  of  ilones,  within 
which  a  fire  is  made  on  the  ground,  and  a  hole  is  left  in  the  roof 
for  the  fmoke  to  pafs  out ;  another  hole  is  made  in  the  fide  of  ths 
houfj  for  a  window,  wh'ch  is  cccaI:onaUv  doled  v/ith  a  wooden 
,..'•'  ^  ■■       Ihutter. 
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fliutter.  In  winter  a  conftaht  fire  is  kept  by  night  as  well  as  by  day, 
ahd  in  fummer  it  is  heceitary  to  have  a  continual  fmoke  on  account 
©f  the  noufqnetbi  and  other  infefts  with  wtuch  the  woods  abound. 
The  fame  defencie  is  ufed  for  the  cattle ;  fmbkes  of  leaves  and  brufli 
are  made  in  the  paftures  where  they  feed  by  dayj  and  in  the  pens 
Where  they  are  folded  by  dight.  Ovens  are  built  at  a  fmall  diftance 
from  the  boufes  of  the  befl  flbnes  which  can  be  found,  cemented 
and  plaiftercd  with  clay  or  flifF  earth;  Many  of  thefe  firft  elFays  in 
houfckecping  are  to  be  met  with  in  the  new  plantations,  which  ferve 
to  lodge  whole  families,  till  their  induftry  can  furnifli  them  with 
materials  for  a  more  regular  and  comfortable  houfe»  and  till  their 
land  is  fo  well  cleared,  as  that  a  proper  fituation  for  it  can  be  chofeni 
By  thefe  methods  of  living  the  people  are  familiariled  to  hardfhips ; 
their  children  are  early  ufed  to  coarfe  food  and  hard  lodging ;  and 
to  be  without  (hoes  in  all  feafons  of  the  year  is  fcarccly  accounted  a 
want.  By  fuch  hard  fare,  and  the  labour  which  accompanies  it,- 
many  young  men  have  raifed  up  families,  and  in  a  few  years  have 
acquired  property  fufficient  to  render  themfelves  independent  frce- 
liolders ;  and  they  feel  all  the  pride  and  importance,  which  arifes  from; 
a  confcioufnefs  of  having  well  earned  their  eftates. 

They  have  alfo  been  accuftomed  to  hear  their  parents  relate  the 
dangers  and  harddiips,  the  fcenes  of  blood  and  defolation,  through 
which  they  and  their  anceftors  have  pafled ;  and  they  have  an  ambi* 
tion  to  emulate  their  hardy  virtues.  Ncw-Hampfliire  may  therefore 
be  conHdered  as  a  nurfeiy  of  ftern  heroifm,  producing  meti  of 
firmnefs  and  valour,  who  can  traverfe  mountains  and  deferts,  en- 
counter hardfliips,  and  face  an  enemy  without  terror.  Their  martial 
fpirit  needs  only  opportunity  to  draw  it  into  ai.'tion  ;  and  when  pro- 
perly trained  to  regular  military  dutvj  and  commanded  by  oflicers 
in  whom  they  can  place  confidence,  they  form  a  militia  fully  equal  to 
the  defence  of  tlieir  country.  ?    '  ^> 

r-  They  are  alfo  very  deSterons  in  the  ufe  of  edge  tools^  and  iti 
applying  mechanical  powcfs  to  the  elevation  and  removal  of  heavy 
bodies.  In  the  management  of  cattle  they  are  excelled  by  none* 
Mod  of  their  labour  is  performed  by  the  help  of  oxen  ;  horfes  2(re 
feldom  employed  in  the  team,  but  are  ufed  chiefly  in  the  faddle,  or 
ki  the  winter  feafon  in  lleighs. 

Land  being  eafily  obtained,  and  labour  of  every  kind  being  fami- 
Kar,  there  is  great  encouragement  to  population*  A  good  hulband* 
^.^aD,  with  the  favings  of  a  few  years,  can  purchafe  new  laud  enough 
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jto  give  his  eider  fon»  a  fettlement,  and  aflift  theqi  in  clearing  a  lot 
^nd  building  a  hut ;  after  which  they  foon  learn  to  fupport  theni. 
felves.  The  jiomeftead  is  generally  given  to  the  youngeft  fon,  who 
provides  for  his  parents  when  age  or  infinhity  incapacitates  them  for 
labour.  An  unmarried  man  of  thir-ty  years  years  old  is  rarely  to  be 
found  in  the  country  towns.  The  vvonaen  are  grandmothers  at 
forty,  and  it  is  not  uncommon  for  a  mother  and  daughter  to  have 
each  a  child  at  the  breaft  at  the  fame  time ;  nor  for  a  father,  fon, 
and  grandfon,  to  be  at  work  together  in  the  fame  field.  Thus  po- 
pulation and  cultivation  proceed  together,  and  a  vigorous  race  of 
jflhabitants  grows  up,  on  a  foil  which  labour  vies  with  nature  to  ren« 
der  productive. 

Thofe  perfohs  who  attend  chiefly  to  hulbandry  are  the  moft 
thriving  and  fubftantial ;  thofc  who  make  the  getting  of  lumber 
their  principal  bufinefs  generally  work  hard  for  little  profit ;  this  kind 
of  employment  interferes  too  much  with  hulbandry.  The  beft  fea- 
km  for  fawing  logs  is  the  ipring,  when  the  rivers  are  high  ;  this  is 
alfo  the  time  for  ploughing  and  planting.  He  who  works  in  the  faw« 
pill  at  that  time  muft  buy  his  bread  and  clothing,  and  the  hay  for 
his  cattle,  with  his  lumber }  and  he  generally  anticipates  the  profit 
of  his  labor.  Long  credit  is  a  difadvantage  to  him ;  and  the  too  free 
indulgence  of  fpirituous  liquors,  to  which  this  clafs  of  people  are 
piuch  addidled,  hurts  their  health,  their  morals,  and  their  interell.  > 
They  are  always  in  debt,  and  frequently  at  law.  Their  families 
are  ill  provided  with  neccflaries,  and  their  children  are  without  edu< 
cation  or  morals.  When  a  man  makes  hufbandry  his  principal  em- 
ploynient,  and  attends  to  lumber  only  at  feafons  of  leifure,  and  can 
aiford  to  keep  it  for  a  market,  and  be  his  own  fa<!?bor,  then  it  be- 
comes profitable.  The  profits  of  the  other  generally  go  into  the 
hands  of  the  trader,  who  fupplies  him  with  necelTaries  at  an  advanced 
price,  and  keeps  him  in  a  ilate  of  dependance. 

Where  hufbandry  is  the  employment  of  the  men,  domeflic  manu- 
faftures  are  carried  oh  by  the  women ;  they  fpin  and  weave  theif 
own  fkx  an4  wool,  and  their  families  are  clad  in  cloth  of  their 
"own  making.  The  people  of  Londonderry,  and  the  towns  which 
are  made  up  of  emigrants  from  it,  attend  largely  to  the  manufa£lure 
of  linen  cloth  and  thread,  and  make  great  quantities  for  fale.  Thefc 
people  are  induftrious,  frugal,  and  hofpitablC ;  the  men  are  fanguine 
and  robufl ;  the  women  are  of  lively  difpofitions,  and  the  native 
white  and  red  complexion  of  Ireland  is  not  lofl  in  New-Hamp(hire. 

^  .         .         •      •  '  '  ■  "  The 
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**  The  town  is  much  indebted  to  them  for  its  wealth  and  confer 
quence."* 

The  people  of  New-Hampfliire,  in  general,  are  induftrious,  and 
atlow  themfelves  very  little  time  for  divcrfion :  one  who  indulges 
himfelf  in  idlenefs  and  play,  is  Higmatifcd  according  to  his  demerit. 
At  military  muilers,  at  judicial  courts,  at  the  raifing  of  houfes,  at 
the  kxinching  of  fhips,  and  at  the  ordination  of  minifters,  which 
arc  feafons  of  public  concourfe,  the  young  people  amufe  themfejves 
iwith  dancing.  In  fome  towns  they  have  a  praftice  at  Chriftmas  oF 
fiiooting  geefe  for  wagers ;  and  on  many  other  occafions  the  diver- 
Con  of  firing  at  marks  is  very  common,  and  has  an  excellent  effeft 
in  forming  young  men  to  a  dexterous  ufe  of  arms.  The  time  of  ga- 
thering the  Indian  corn  is  always  a  feafon  of  fetlivity ;  the  ears  are 
gathered  and  brought  home  by  day,  and  in  the  evening  a  company 
of  neighbours  join  in  huflcing  them,  and  conclude  their  labour  with 
a  fupper  and  a  dance.  In  the  capital  towns  they  have  regular  af- 
fcmblies  for  dancing ;  and  fomctimes  theatrical  entertainments  hav» 
been  given  by  the  young  gentlemen  and  ladies.  In  Portfmoutb 
there  is  as  much  elegance  and  politenefs  of  manners  as  in  any  of  tho 
cspital  towns  of  Ncv-England.  It  is  often  vifued  by  ftrangers,  who 
always  meet  with  a  friendly  and  hofpitable  reception. 

The  free  indulgence  of  fpirituous  liquors  has  been,  and  is  now, 
one  of  the  greateft  faults  of  many  of  the  people  of  New-Hamp(hire, 
efpecially  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  river  Pafcataqua,  and  its 
branches,  and  wherever  the  bufinefs  of  getting  lumber  forms  the 
principal  employment  of  the  people.  ' 

111  travelling  up  the  country,  it  affords  plcafure  to  obferve  the 
•various  artiiiles  of  produce  and  manufacture,  coming  to  market ; 
but  in  travelling  do^vn  the  country,  it  is  equally  difguftful  to  meet 
the  fame  tetms  returning,  loaded  with  calks  of  rum,  along  with 
fifh,  fait  and  other  ncceflarv  articles. 

Among  hu(bandmen  cyder  is  their  principal  drink;  malt  liquor  is 
not  fo  common  as  its  wholefomenefs  deferves,  and  as  the  facility 
with  which  barley  and  hops  may  be  raifed  feems  to  require.  In 
fome  of  the  new  towns  a  liquor  is  made  of  fpruce  twigs  boiled  in 
maple  fap.  but  after  all,  there  are  no  perfons  more  robuft  and 
bc;dthy,  than  thofe  whofc  only  or  principal  drink  is  the  fimple  ele- 
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in«t)t  with  which  Nature  has  univerfall/  and  bountifully  fupplicd 
$his  happy  land. 

'  TRADE  AND  MANUFACTURES. 

*  For  feveral  yean  fucceeding  the  late  war  the  partial  impolli  and 
impolitic  reftridtions  of  their  own  government,  prevented  foreigi^ 
vellels  from  loading  in  their  port,  and  a  want  of  capital  or  of  enter^ 
prife  ip  th^  merchants  of  Fafcataqua  has  hitherto  kept  them  from 
exploring  the  new  fources  of  commerce,  which  are  opened  to  Ame- 
rica by  her  independence,  and  which  the  merchants  of  other  Ame* 
rican  ports  are  feeking  with  avidity.  Since  the  operation  of  th^ 
general  government,  an  equal  fyl^em  of  impoft  has  been  introduced^ 
and  trade  is  regulated  fo  as  to  ferve  the  general  intereft  of  the  Union. 
The  officers  of  the  cuftoms  are  appointed  by  the  Executive  of  the 
United  States ;  and  the  revenue  ariiing  from  trade  and  navigation  i| 
applied  to  national  purpofes. 

That  fuch  an  alteration  was  wife  and  falutary,  may  be  evident 
from  confidering  the  iituation  of  New-Hamp(hire,  as  well  as  of 
ibme  other  States  in  the  Union. 

New-Hampihire  is  feated  in  the  bofum  of  MafTachufetts,  with  a 
narrow  ftrip  of  fea  cdaft,  and  one  only  port.  Her  inland  country 
extends  to  widely  as  to  coyer  a  great  part  of  the  neighbouring  States, 
and  render  a  commercial  connexion  with  them  abfolutely  neceflary. 
All  the  towns  which  are  fituate  on  the  fouthern,  and  many  of  thofe 
on  the  weftern  borders  of  New-Hamplhire,  find  it  mo|-e  convenient 
to  carry  their  produce  to  market^  either  at  Newbury-port,  Salem, 
Bofton  or  Hartford.  The  towns  on  Saco  and  the  northern  parts  of 
Connefticut  river  will  neceffarily  communicate  with  the  ports,  in 
the  eaftern  divifion  of  Maflachufetts.  The  lumber  which  is  cut  on 
the  upper  part  of  the  Merrimack  is  rafted  down  that  river,  and  is 
exported  from  Newbury-port,  whilil  that  which  is  cut  on  ConneAi- 
cut  river  is  carried  down  to  Hartford.  The  greater  part  of  New- 
Hampfliire  is  bv  nature  cut  off  from  any  commercial  intcrcourfe 
with  the  only  port  in  the  State.  Lumber  being  a  bulky  article, 
muft  be  tranfported  to  the  moft  convenient  landing.  Waggons,  or 
fleighs,  carrying  pot  or  pearl  aflies,  pork,  beef,  butter,  checfe,  flax, 
and  other  lefs  bulky  commodities,  and  droves  of  cattle,  flieep  and 
fwine,  will  always  be  conveyed  to  thofe  places  where  the  vender  can 
find  the  moft  advantageous  market. 

Vol.  II.  P  Foi 


I06  GENERAL   DESCRIPTIOK 

For  thefe  reafoni  it  never  was  in  the  power  of  the  government  of 
New-Hampihire,  either  before  or  fince  the  revolution,  to  reap  the 
proper  advantage,  or  even  aicertain  the  value  pf  its  own  productions. 

To  attempt  a  particular  detail  of  the  nujnber  and  value  of  ar- 
ticles of  commerce  produced  in  New<Hamp(hire,  and  exported  from 
fbe  various  poits  of  MaHachufetts  and  Connecticut,  is  impractica- 
ble. To  confine  the  detail  to  the  port  of  Fafcataqua  alone,  gives 
but  an  imperfect  idea  of  the  produce  of  the  whole  State ;  befides, 
a  part  of  what  is  fxported  thence  is  produced  in  the  adjoining 
county  of  York,  which  belongs  to  M^lfachufetts.  Such  accounts, 
however,  9s  haye  be^n  obtained  fron^  the  cuftom-houfe,  and  from 
the  merchants  of  Portfmouth,  are  here  exhibited,  and  alfo  the  cur- 
rent prices  of  the  moft  material  articles,  as  they  flood  at  the  time, 
together  with  tables  of  the  value  of  gold  and  (liver,  according  to 
tbp  currency  of  this  State. 
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EXPORTS   FROM  THE  PORT  OF  PASCATAQyA, 
from  OHohtr  i*  1789,  to  OUtbtr  i»  1791. 


ARTICLES  EXI^ORTED 

to  E^iopc. 

W.Ind. 

N.Sco. 

Africa. 

Total. 

tooo  feet  of  pine  boards  -, 

1?J 

1 1,62ft 

96 

69 

18,034 

Do.  feet  of  oak  plank 

ft6 

404 

Ditto  ftaves  and  heading  . 

i3»7 

1608 

44 

2969 

t)o,  clapboards        *        i 

ft 

«9 

21 

Do.  fliingles        .             * 

•689 

2689 

86i 

Do.  hoops          .              • 

79i 

7 

Feet  of  oar  rafters            . 

47,000 

% 

47.950, 

Tons  of  pine  timbel:         . 

88i 

i74i 

Do.  oak  timber 

251 

20 

271 

Frames  of  houfes             * 

* 

12 

12 

Pine  mails          .              t, 

4» 

4 

^5 

Spruce  fpars        *            t 
Shook  hogflieads              4 

»3 

72 
2079 

8S 
2079 

Waggons             *             * 

2 

ft 

Pairs^f  cart  wheels 

W 

H 

'Sets  of  yokes  and  bows     . 

28 

iBoats            *         4 

30 

1: 

Handfpikes           .          .  . 

80 

** 

Quintals  of  dry  fifli           * 

250 

•6,307 

«6,4S7 

Barrels  of  pickled  fifli       ; 

$ot 

sot 

Do.  whale  oil         .         . 

120 

|20 

Do.  tir         *          . 

1613 
1798 

60 

1673 
1798 

Ca(ks  of  flax  feed             * 

Barrels  of  beef        . 

w   w 

»775 

2 

*777 

Do.  pork       »         .         , 

9 

1 

10 

Do.  rice         .         •        . 

ft 

ft 

Bufliels  of  Indian  corn     • 

39  < 

iooo 

«39» 
6x0 

Oxen  ^nd  cows       .         * 

577 

33 

Horfes            .         ,         , 

207 

2 

209 

->heep            .         .         . 

261 

229 

490 

Gallons  of  N.  Eng.  rum    . 

150 

M49 

»599 
84$ 

Do.  Madeira  wine            • 

84$ 

Tho.fadds  of  bricks        . 

129 

129 

Tons  of  pot  afti     •.         , 
Do.  pearl  afli 

i^ 

# 

884 
30I 

» 

Boxes  of  candles      ,         . 

28 

a8 

''°^ttr/e^r^''°"  1*96.839  Mar^^x  cents. 
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IMPORTS   INTO  THE   PORT   OF   PASCATAQJJAi 
OHoitr  I,  1789,  XoOil»hr  i|  i^t)i4 


ARTICLES  IMPORTED 

from 
Eurup«, 

W.Itidlri. 

Nova  Scotia 

Total. 

Gallons  of  rum        •■       • 

138,911 

138,911 

Do.  gin         «          .         . 

< 

3l| 

"i 

Do.  molafles          .          . 

370,785 

«70.78S 

Do.  wine  from  Madeira    . 

47»i 

Do.  porter 

457 

457 
546,648 

lbs.  of  unrefined  fugar      . 

546,648 

Do.  loaf  fugar         .         t 

11 

77 

Do.  coffee      .         .         . 

Mt6}3 
«7»S64 

68,633 

Do.  cocton            .           . 

I 

*7.564 

Do.  cocoa      .         .         • 

•7f944 

-i^  1 .  (i  t\ 

47.944 

Do.  cheeie     .         .         . 

iOj;6 

#*  \:W  'f 

10^6/ 

Do.  tea          .          .         . 

3696 

86 

•  i 

278* 

Do.  twine      .         .         . 

3ao4 

2204 

Do.  nails        .         .          . 

i6,8(jo 

16,890 

Hundreds  of  cordage        , 

17,107 

t 

f    i7.'07 

Do.  hemp      .         .         . 

94,000 

94,ou3 

Bufliels  of  fait 

(prtvt) 

(port) 

98»33^^ 

Do.  fea  coal             .         , 

3'3' 

3'3' 

lbs.  of  fteel  unwrought 

16,537 
4330 

i 

16,527 

Do.  bar  and  flieet  lead      . 

433^1 

Grinddones             .         . 

(it  fnv  not 

....'.«. 


^.  B.  "  What  comes  coaft  wayi  from  nny  of  the  United  States 
Cannot  be  alcertaincd,  as  no  regular  entries  nre  made  where  only  the 
produce  of  the  United  States  is  on  board,  except  accompanied  with 
more  than  two  hundred  dollars  value  of  foreign  articles.  The  value 
•f  imported  articles  is  generally  governed  by  the  Bofton  market*'^ 
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ENTRIES  AND  CLEARANCES,   Aom  OMtr  i,  1789,  to 


Total. 

138,911 

aai 

•70.785 

4721 

♦5Z 
546,648 

77 

68,633 

^7.564 

a7i944 

100 

278* 

2204 

16,890 

►    1 7.' 07 

94,000 

98.33^* 

3«3' 

16,527 

433^ 

; 

LJnitdd  Stat( 

rs 

icrc  only  the 

npanied  with 

.    The  value 

market,'*" 

* 

1. 

3 

1 

§ 

5 

ENTRIES  FROM 

si 

.a.  ,t 

i  1  K 

1 

] 

f 

1 

■•3 

li 

Wl      0 

3     lA     lA 

H 

<  " 

« 

H  5 

France         .         •         • 

I 

3 

4 

73* 

,?i: 

,  French  Weft-Indies 

124 

»'3    5 

7« 

9402 

264 

St.  Peter's  and  Miquclon 

1 

5 

5 

192 

34 

sa6 

England 

12  t 

5 

«7 

4119 

570 

4689 

Scotland 

4 

4 

464 

464 

Ireland 

I 

♦ 

5 

859 

8S9; 

Britifti  Weft-Indies 

6 

Z    I     1 

10 

J 

tooe 
856 

1005, 
8561 

Nova  Scotia         . 

I  14 

«S 

Portugal       .         .         • 

I 

I 

»93 

«931 

Porrnguere  Iflands 

I 

I    I 

3 

34' 

34': 

Holland  &  Plantations    . 

I 

5   9    » 

*S 

2996 

•996 

Denmark  &  Illands 

I    I 

2 

Hi 

^SS 

Africa 

Coafting  &  Cod  Fiflicry 
Total 

348 

40  10 
7'«4'i8 

SO 
223 

1166 
20719 

298; 

If  66! 

U3» 

24448: 

1 

0 

e 

•X 

*-• 

i 

CLEARANCES  TO 

i/i 

I J 

1  Sloops 

1  Total  of  ve 

fc  c 

<  *• 

'•5 

1 

■I 

•n 
m 

i 

L Total  of 
tonnage 

France 

French  Weft-Indies 

17 

70  39 

'.0136 

16616 

264 

16880 

St.  Peter's  &  Miquelon 

8 

1 

»     9 

428 

3+ 

46f 

England 

16 

25     1 

42 

6725 

44 

t 

7t6^ 

Scotland 

4 

4 

6:0 

6r6 

Ireland 

I 

3 

4 

666 

666 

BritiOi  Weft-Indies 

8 

3     4 

I    16 

313' 

<■ 

3 '34 

Nova  Scotia 

12 

12 

50! 

2 

502 

Portugal 

Portijguefe  Iflands  . 

I 

I 

i6» 

162 

Hollands  Plantations 

2 

2 

*33 

*33 

Denmark  &  Iflands 

Africa 

I 

I 

TIG 

110 

Coafting  &  Cod  Fifhery 

40 

10    50 

1166 

1 166 

Total       .      43 

107 105 

22,277 

26560 

298 

407 

7  162 

3' 097 

no 
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y  PRICES  CURRENT  AT  PASCATAQUAj  A.  0.179!. 


PINE  MASTS,  hiwn. 


SPRUCE  and  PINE  YARDS,  hewn 
in  8  fqtiarc. 


PINE  BOWSPRITS, 

hewn  in  3  fqitaie. 


Inche>. 

35 
34 
33 
3* 
3' 

3» 
49 

28 
a? 

as 

24 
^3 

22 
21 
20 


Price. 

117 
96 

47 

38 

30 

*S 
20 

»7 

12 
10 

t 

6 


w 


Inches. 
24 

»3 

2i 

21 


Price. 


jf-34 
27 


I 


hfper  inch. 


^       19 
18 


17 
16 

IS 

14 
13 

12 
II 
10 

L  9 


0) 

u 
« 

C/3 


4' 


^16 


»3 

16 
12 

9- 
8 
6 

l-IO 

I-  8 
j:  6 
X-  4 
I-  2 
1- 
^18 


."oia? 


Inchei. 

^8 

^I 
30 

3$ 
34 
33 
3* 
31 
3<5 
29 
28 
27 
26 

««//  a//  ^<'/«'7V 
<»i  'ifptr  inclu 

»  4- . 


Price, 
^.64 

48 

44 

4» 

.    3» 

3» 
27 

31 

9 


LUMBER. 


Tlt-IBER. 

Oak  from  x\  to  jo  feet  in  length 
and  from  10  to  20  inches 
fquare,  each  40  cubic  feet 

{white        .         lof  to  24/" 
red  .  12/ 

black         .         i6/toi8y' 
Maple  .  .  20/" 

Bfeech  .  .  16/ 

Black  birch  .         16/ to  18/" 

White  pine  .         12/ to  13/ 

Oak  fliip  timber  meafurcd  1  if  per 
at  end  of  the  arm  J  inch, 

Alli  timber,  per  cord        .      24/" 
Lath  wood,  per  cord         .      24/ 

Boards,  Plank  «»</ Joist, 

Each  fuperficial  fquare  foot,  one 
inch  in  thicknefs,  is  called  a 
foot 

Pine,  per  1000  feet        36/to  42/ 
Hemlock  generally  2/  lefs 


N.  B.  The  price  of  thcfe  articles 

is  frequently  varying. 
Oak  plank,  per  ton        .       £,% 

SvNPRY  Lumber. 

Clapboards,  per  thoufand        48/ 
Shingles,  ditto  .  10/ 

Hoops,  ditto  .  jf  .4 

White  oak  pipe  ftaves,  per 

thoufand  .  >C'30 

Ditto  hoglhead,  ditto  (,.  4 

Ditto  barrel,  ditto  {,.  % 

Red  oak  hogfhead,  ditto        ^,  s 
Ditto  barrel,  ditto  /.i  10/ 

Anchor-ftocks  per  inch  at 

diameter  of  the  nut  j/ 

Handfpikes  in  the  rough  1/ 

Shook  hhds.{;;^,;'-f     % 

Spruce  fpars,  per  inch  4^ 

Oar  la'ters,  per  looo  feet    (^.  4 


Sundry 
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PRICES  CURRENT  CONTINUED. 


•«  *x 


SyejpRV  AitTiCLtfi. 


,  ^ 


Pork,  per  barret  £.%  i%f 

Heef,  ditto  .            £,%  %J 

C!orti,  per  bufliel  ,           %( 

Uye,  ditto  .              3/6 

Bnrley,  ditto  ,              ^j 

Idx  feed,  ditto  3/to  4/' 

Oxen,  each  .             ^^4  \Qf 


C0W»  .  ;C'»  8/ 

Harl'ei  .  £-^^^  30 

SHe«p  .  ^/^o()j 

lAvkki,  prr  thotifanc}  scy 

Cytkr,  j>€f  Imi  lel         .  5/ 

d(;atti£ti  8  wages,  per  month 

7  dollars 
Charter i«ig  of  veflels  per  ton, 
per  inutith  I  (t«llar 


Table  of  the  Value  of  Silvir  in  the  Currency  of  New-Harop- 
(lure,  from  170010  1750. 


SUvcr  per  o«. 


Silver  ppr  0%, 


fiW^tf  per  ot. 


ycnr*. 


value. 


years. 


yAm, 


y9%tu        value. 


1700 
1704 

1710 
17ft 

ijrta 

«7»3 
1714 

1711 

1716 

i7i8 
1719 
1720 

i7»i 
17x1 

i7»3 
17*4 

»7*5 

1726 

«727 


i.  J. 
10  o 

7 
10 

8 

8 

8 

8 

9 
9 

10 

to 
u 
i» 

H 
H 
t4 
J? 
16 
i« 
16 

J? 
16 

i6 


o 
o 
o 

4 
6 

6 

o 

b 

6 

O 

o 

o 

4 
6 

6 

o 

I 

h 
o 
6 
o 

« 
o 
o 


?7»8 
i7»9 

1730 

'731 

»73* 

?733 

<73^ 

?735 
»736 

1737 
1738 


/f  d. 
lb  b 

[i-j  9 
190 
196 

90  O 
SI    0 

18  6 

19  o 
19  6 
»o  6 
SI  o 
tl  o 
th  0 
«7  0 

'%^  o 
%i  9 
%h  9 
S7  9 
17  6 
17  6 
,»6  6 
''<6  6 
27  o 
«7  6 


»739 


1740< 


1741 


I74s< 


»743 


1 744  J 


»74.« 


1746 


«9 

49 
« 

29 
18 
3 
3 

a8 

18 


0 
6 
9 
6 
o 
o 
9 
6 
0 
o 
6 
o 
o 


39 

30  0 

33 
34 


'I'i 


37 
40 


Silver  per  oi. 


ycaic.       value. 


1747. 


1750 


■■   f 
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VALUE  OF  DOLLARS,  from  175010  1776. 


years. 

value. 

years. 

value. 

years.         value. 

s.  d. 

i.  //. 

s,  d. 

TS» 

516 

1 

100  0 

*120  0 

I '52 

55  0 

»757'^ 

to 

1761 

to 

1753 

57  0 

1 

no  0 

1762J 

130  0 

*754- 

60  0 

1758 

120  0 

'763 

& 

1755, 

70  0 

'759 

120  0 

L 140  0 

f 

80  0 

1760 

120  0 

1764     120  0 

'7S6| 

90  0 
109  0 

,.' 

1765- 

to    >     6  0 
1776  J 

SCALE  OF  DEPRECIATION  OF  ONE  HUNDi^ED  DOLLARS 

during  the  War, 


years.       roon.      equnl  to. 


years,      moii.       equal  to. 


years.  -  noon,      equal  to. 


-0 


» 777-1 


1778 


'•Jan. 
Feb. 
March 
April 
May 
June    ; 

Auguft 
Sept. 
Odt. 
Nov, 
.Dpc. 

'■Jan. 
Feb. 
March 
April 

May 

fnne 

July 

Auguft 

Sept. 

o^\. 

Nov. 
Dec. 


100 
104 
106 
110 
114 
rao 
vi^ 
150 

'75 
27s 

300 

310 

325 

35® 

375 
4C0 

400 

4-00 

425 

450 

475 

500 

545 
634 


'779'? 


•Jan.  74» 
Feb.  868 
March  loeo 
April  1104 
May  12 1 5 
June  1342 
July  H77 
Auguft  1630 
Sept.  18OQ 
0<ft.  2030 
Nov.  230^ 
Dec.      2393 


Tap. 
Feb. 
March 
April 

May 


1780- 


June 

July 

Aug. 
Sept. 

Get. 

Nov. 
Dec.  . 


»934 
■33  ?» 
.3736 
4000 
4800 
5700 
60D0 
6300 
6509 
6700 
7000 
7300 


1781- 


^Jan. 

7500 

Feb. 

7500 

March 

7500 

^P*"" 

7500 

May 

7500 

June      12,000 


Valup  to  the  pre- 
fent  time, 

(iol.  value. 


1781  y 

'794  J 


6/ 


In  American  national 
currency,  one  dol- 
lar is  equal  to  100 
cents.    ■      ...^,     , 


b  <ti     x^x^  <  \ 


or    NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 


113 


Table  of  the  Weight  and  Value  of  Gold  and  Silver  as  eftabliflied 

by  Law  in  1785. 


COINS. 

Weight. 
du3t.gr. 

Value. 

£.  s.  d. 

'       "           ;      , ;      .•  iS 

£.  s.d. 
5  6  8 
068 

001 

EngliQi  or  1  p 
French      J  ^ 
Spanifli  Dolla 
tnglifli  Guin 
French  ditto 
Johannes 
Half  ditto 
Moidore 
Doubloon 
Piftole       . 

row 

r 
ea  , 

'n 

5  i 

5  6 

18    0 

9    c 

6  18 
16  12 

4    3 

068 

060 
I     8  0 

I     7  4 
4  16  0 
z     8  0 
I   16  0 
480 
I     2  0 

Gold,  per  ounce 
Silver,  per  ounce 

fjfer-  1 
Cop- 1  things  1 
per.   J  of  Eng- 

LliflicoinJ 

Statement  of  the  Fishery  at  Fafcataqua  and  its  neighbourhoc^d. 

Schooners            27  "j            -        -      ^ '  •       «  '    • 
Boats                  20    employed  in  the  Cod  and      ,   -^ 
Tonnage           630   '     Scale  Fifliery  annually.  * 
Seamen             250  J 

Frpduft  of  the  Fishery  in  the  year  1791.+ 

r  Merchantable  fifh              5»i70 

Quintals  made  •   Jamaica  ditto         .         i4»*i7 

(^  Scale  ditto            .            6,4.63 

,                                     Total       25,850    ,'    ^, 

Eftimate  of  Seamen  belonging  to  New-Hampfliire  in  i79i.§ 

In  foreign  trade              .             500 

Coafting  ditto             '.               50      '         '  '" 
Fiihery          ,             .            250           •     • 

*  The  fchooncrs,  bonts,  and  fcatnen,  belonging  to  the  Ifles  of  Shoals  are  not  in- 
cluded in  the  above  eftimation. 

f  The  filh  made  nt  the  Ifles  of  Shoals  are  included  in  this  ftatement.  The  fucccf* 
«f  the  filhcry  ia  this  feafon  has  been  uncommonly  good. 

§  Some  of  the  feamen  who  in  furamcr  are  employed  in  the  fiJhciy,  are  in  the  wii\tcr 
employed  in  the  coafting  bufincfs,  or  in  foreign  voyages. 


Vol.  II. 

-  ' 

• 

.J 

The 

XI4  gTeneral  description 

The  (laple  commodities  of  Ncw-Hampfhire  may  be  reduced  10 
the  following  articles,  viz.  fliips,  lumber,  proviHons,  fifli,  horfes,  pot 
and  pearl  afiies,  and  flax-feed. 

Ships  are  built  in  all  the  towns  contiguous  to  the  river  Fafcataqua» 
and  its  branches.  They  are  generally  fet  up  on  the  banks  of  the 
river,  but  fometimes  veflels  of  an  hundred  tons  and  upwards  have 
been  built  at  the  diftince  of  one  or  two  miles  from  the  water,  and 
drawn  on  flrong  fledges  of  timber  on  the  fnow  by  teams  of  two 
hundred  oxen,  and  placed  on  the  ice  of  the  rivers  fo  as  to  float  in  the 
fpring.  They  have  alfo  been  built  at  the  diftance  of  feven  or  eight 
miles,  then  taken  to  pieces  and  conveyecj  in  common  team  loads  to 
the  fea.  Fifliing  fchooners  and  whale  boats  are  often  built  at  the 
diftance  of  two  or  three  miles  from  the  wate'r.  '    ,..' 

f  There  are  no  workmen  more  capable  of  conftru£ling  good  fliips 
than  the  carpenters  of  New-Hampfliire.  But  the  goodnefs  of  a  ihip 
ever  did  and  will  depend  on  the  quality  of  the  materials,  the  nature 
and  promptitude  of  the  pay,  and  the  dqnftant  attention  of  the  perfon 
whofe  intereft  it  is  that  the  fhip  fliould  be  good. 

The  number  of  (hips  built  in  the  river  in  1790,  was  eight;  in 
1791,  twenty.  The  price  of  building  is  generally  from  eleven  to 
twelve  dollars  per  ton  for  the  carpenter!s  work,  and  lels  than  one 
third  more  for  iron  and  other  work. 

The  number  of  fhips  and  other  verbis  belonging  to  the  port  of 
Fafcataqua  in  1791  was  eighty-three,  of  thefe  there  were  of  abovt^ 
one  hundred  tons,  thirty-three,  and  under  one  hundred  tons,  fifty. 

'i'he  white  pine  of  the  foreft  is  the  ftrongeft  and  moft  durable  timt 
ber  which  America  affords  for  mafts.  It  is  often  advanced  by  Euro- 
peans, that  the  pines  of  Norway  exceed  thofe  of  America  in  ftrength. 
This  is  acknowledged  to  be  true  whilft  the  Norway  wood  retains  its 
natural  juices ;  but  thefe  being  foon  exbaufted  by  the  heat  and  dry- 
ncfs  of  the  air,  leave  the  wood  lefs  firm,  and  a  decay  commences 
much  fooner  than  in  the  white  pine  of  America.  The  Norway  pine 
begins  to  decay  in  five  or  fix  years  j  but  the  American,  with  proper 
care  to  defend  the  maft-head  from  moifture,  will  laft  unimpaired  foi; 
twenty  years. 

When  proper  perfons  are  employed,  and  fufficient  time  is  given  to 
provide  fuitable  materials,  the  forefts  of  America  can  fupply  any  de- 
mands which  may  be  made  of  timber,  either  for  building,  for  naval 
jflores  or  cabinet  work.  But  a  cargo  prepared  in  an  injudicious, 
ibafty,  or  fraudulent  manner,  may  give  a  bad  name  to  the  Ameri- 
can 
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can  timber  in  foreign  markets,  and  prejudice  whole  nation^  r.gainft 

it' 

Contrafts  for  timber  (bould  always  be  made  (o  as  to  give  time  to 
look  for  the  requifite  fticks,  and  cut  them  in  the  proper  feafon  of  the 
year.  If  the  trees  were  girdled  and  left  to  die  ftanding,  the  timber 
would  be  much  fuperior  to  any  which  is  cut  whilft  alive.  Trees  cut 
in  the  flip  fliould  be  flripped  of  their  bark  as  foon  as  poffible,  or  they 
will  be  damaged  by  the  worm  ;  but  after  all  the  care  and  attention 
which  can  be  beftowed  on  them,  many  trees  which  arc  intended  for 
mafts,  on  the  ftrift  examination  which  they  muft  pafs,  prove  unfit 
for  fervice,  and  fomctimes  the  labour  of  a  whofe  feafon  is  loft. 

It  is  therefore  accounted  more  profitable  to  get  the  fmaller  fpeciea 
of  lumber,  and  efpecially  thofe  which  do  not  interfere  with  hulban- 
dry,  which,  after  all,  is  much  preferable  to  the  lumber  bufinefi,  both 
in  point  of  gain,  contentment,  and  morals. 

Nothing  is  more  convincing  than  fadt  and  experiment.  During 
the  late  war  the  trade  in  lumber  was  fufpended,  and  the  people  were 
obliged  to  attend  to  hufbandry  ;  they  were  then  able  to  export  large 
quantities  of  corn,  though  for  feveral  years  befofe  the  war,  it  wm 
imported  for  neceflary  confumption. 

The  following  ftatement,  obtained  from  the  naval-office,  will  place 
this  matter  in  its  juft  view. 


Corn  imported  into  tlie 
river  Pa<cataqurt. 


£u/J:tls. 

In  176$  — —  6498 

—  1769  4097 

—  1770  i6i;87 

—  1772  4096 


4)31278 
Av^-f}  78x9! 


p.  ann. 


Corn  exported  from  the 
river  Pafcat?aua. 


In  1776 

—  1777 

—  1778 

—  1779 

—  1780 

—  1781 


Bujheh. 

2510 

1915 

5306 

3097 
671I 

5587 


6)25126 


Avefagd  per  ann.       4187 


To  the  above  account  of  exports,  the  following  note  is  added  by  a 
naval  officer:  "  It  is  likely  near  half  as  much  has  been  fmuggled* 


'■■  Tlie  fmugglcd  com  during  the  war  went  chlerfy  to  Nova-Scotia ,  the  country 
Vftch,  by  Lord  Sliefficld's  calculation,  was  to  fiipply  the  Weft  Indies  withprovJions! 
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out  of  the  State  and  not  accounted  for."  It  muft  alfo  be  remem- 
bered, that  great  quantities  were  carried  out  by  land  into  the  eaftern 
countries  of  Maffachufetts.  If  thefe  be  added  to  the  lift  of  exports, 
the  average  will  come  very  little  fliort  of  the  average  of  corn  im- 
ported before  the  war  ;  and  thus  it  is  demonftrable  that  even  thofe 
towns  adjoining  the  river,  }n  W'hich  lumbering  was  formerly  the 
chief  employment,  and  into  which  much  corn  was  imported,  are  fully 
capable  of  railing,  not  only  a  fufficiency  of  pro\ifions  for  their  own 
fupport^  but,  a  furplus  for  exportation  equal  to  what  they  formerly 
imported,  and  paid  for  in  the  hard,  dangerous,  and  unprofitable  la- 
bour which  always  attends  the  getting  of  lumber. 

At  the  clofe  of  the  war  the  high  price  of  lumber  induced  many 
people  to  refume  their  old  employments;  but  there  has  been  la 
much  fluftuation  in  the  demand  for  that  article  of  late,  that  no  de- 
pendence can  be  placed  on  it,  and  for  this  reafon  as  well  as  others, 
hulbandry  is  daily  growing  more  into  ufe.  A  careful  infpe6tion  of 
provifions  falted  for  exportation  would  tend  to  eftablifli  the  character 
of  them  in  foreign  ports,  and  greatly  encourage  the  labours  of  the 
hufbandman. 

The  cod  fifliery  is  carried  on  cither  by  boats  or  fchooners.  The 
boats,  in  the  winter  feafon,  go  out  in  the  morning  and  return  at 
night ;  in  the  fpring  and  fummer,  they  do  not  return  till  they  are 
tilled.  The  fchooners  make  three  trips  to  the  Banks  in  a  feafon.  The 
firft,  or  fpring  fare,  produces  large  thick  fifh,  which,  after  being 
properly  falted  and  dried,  is  kept  alternately  above  and  under  ground, 
till  it  becomes  fo  mellow  as  to  be  denominated  dumb  fifli.  This 
fifli,  whrn  boiled,  is  red,  and  is  eaten,  generally  on  Saturdays,  at  the 
heft  tables  in  Nev.'-England, 

The  fifti  of  the  lummer  and  fall  fares  is  divided  into  two  forts, 
the  one  called  merchantable,  and  the  other  Jamaica  fi(h.  Thefe  forts 
are  white,  thin,  and  lefs  firm.  The  J.imaica  fifli  is  the  fmalleil, 
thinneft,  and'moft  broken.  The  former  is  exported  to  Europe,  the 
latter  to  the  Weft  India  Iflands. 

The  places  where  the  cod  fifliery  is  chiefly  attended  to  s  v!  the  ifles 
of  Shoals,  Nevvcaftle,  Rye  and  Hampton  ;  but  all  the  towns  adjoin- 
ing the  river  arc  more  or  lefs  concerned  in  it.  The  boats  employed 
iti  this  fifliery  are  of  that  light  and  fwift  kind  called  whale-boats ; 
they  are  rowed  either  with  two  or  four  oars,  and  fleered  with  another, 
and  being  equally  fliarp  at  each  end,  move  with  the  utmoft  celerity 
on  the  furface  of  the  occ^in. 

Schooner* 
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Schooners  arc  generally  from  twenty  to  fifty  tons,  and  carry  fix  of 
feven  men,  and  one  or  two  boys.  When  they  make  a  tolerable  fare, 
they  bring  home  five  or  fix  hundred  quintals  ol'fifli,  fplit,  falted,  and 
flowed  in  bulk.  At  their  arrival  the  fifli  is  rinfcd  in  fait  water, 
and  fpread  on  hurdles  compofed  of  brufli,  and  raifcd  on  Hakes  about 
three  or  four  feet  from  the  ground  ;  thel'e  are  called  flakes.  Here 
the  fifli  is  dried  in  clear  weather,  and  in  foul  weather  it  is  put  under 
cover.  It  ought  never  to  be  wet  from  the  time  that  it  is  firft  fpread 
till  it  is  boiled  for  the  table. 

Befides  the  flefliy  parts  of  the  cod,  its  liver  is  preferved  in  calks 
and  boiled  down  to  oil,  which  is  uled  by  curriers  of  leather.  The 
tongues  and  founds  are  pickled  in  fmall  kegs,  and  make  a  luxurious, 
vifcid  food.  The  heads  are  fat  and  juicy  ;  but  nioft  of  thofe  which 
are  caught  at  fea  are  thrown  away  ;  of  thofe  which  are  caught  near 
home,  the  greater  part  become  the  food  of  fwine. 

The  fifliery  has  not  of  late  years  been  profccuted  with  the  fame 
fpirit  as  formerly :  fifty  or  fixty  years  ago  the  fliores  of  the  rivers, 
creeks,  and  iflands  were  covered  with  fifh-flakes ;  and  feven  or  eight 
fhips  were  loaded  annually  for  Spain  and  Portugal,  befides  what  was 
carried  to  the  Weft  Indies ;  afterwards  they  found  it  more  convenient 
to  make  the  fi(h  at  Canfeau,  which  is  nearer  to  the  Banks ;  it  was 
continued  there  to  great  advantage  till  1744,  when  it  was  broken  up 
by  the  French  war.  After  the  peace  it  revived,  but  not  in  fo  great 
a  degree  as  before.  Fifli  was  frequently  cured  in  the  fiimmer  on 
the  eaftern  fliores  and  iflands,  and  in  the  fpring  and  fall  at  home. 
Previoufly  to  the  late  revolution,  the  greater  part  of  remittances  to 
Europe  was  made  by  the  fi(heries ;  but  it  has  not  yet  recovered  from 
the  fliock  which  it  received  by  the  war  with  Britain. 

It  is,  however,  in  the  power  of  the  Americans  to  make  more  ad- 
vantage of  the  cod  fifliery  than  any  of  the  European  nations :  they 
can  fit  out  vefiels  at  Icfs  expence,  and  by  reafon  of  the  wefterly  winds, 
which  prevail  on  their  coafls  ia  February  and  March,  they  can  go 
to  the  Banks  earlier  in  the  feafon  than  the  Europeans,  and  take  the 
befl:  fifli ;  they  can  dry  it  in  a  clearer  air  than  the  foggy  fliores  of 
Newfoundland  and  Nova-Scotia ;  they  can  fupply  every  necefTary 
from  among  themfelves,  vciFcls,  fpars,  fails,  cordage,  anchors,  lines, 
hooks,  and  provifions ;  fait  can  be  imported  from  abroad  cheaper  than 
they  can  make  it  at  home,  if  it  be  not  too  much  loaded  with  duties ; 
men  can  always  be  had  to  go  on  fliares,  which  is  by  far  the  mofl: 
profitable  method  both  to  the  employers  ami  the  fifliermen.    The 
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fiihing  banks  ire  an  inexhauftible  fource  of  wealth  ;  and  the  fifliin^ 
oufinefs  is  a  moft  excellent  nurfery  for  feamcn  ;  it  therefore  deferve* 
every  encouragement  aiid  indulgence  from  an  enlightened  national 
legiflature. 

The  manufadlure  of  pot  and  penrl  aflies  affords  a  valuable  artic/e 
of  exportation.  In  the  new  townfhips,  where  vaft  quantities  ol* 
Ivood  are  burnt  on  the  land,  the  aflies  are  collected  and  boiled,  and 
the  falts  are  conveyed  to  certain  places,  where  works  are  erected,  and 
the  manufacture  is  perl'efled.  This,  like  many  other  of  their  articles 
of  exportation,  has  futfered  much  in  its  reputation,  from  an  injudi- 
cious or  fraudulent  furvey.  It  is  a  leflbn  which  ought  to  be  deeply 
engraven  on  the  minds  of  legiflators  as  well  as  manufadurers  and 
merchants,  that  honcfty  at  home  is  the  only  foundation  for  credit 
abroad. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  manufai^ure  fhii-cloth ;  and  the 
proprietor  of  the  works,  Thomas  Odiorne,  Efq.  of  Exeter,  has  re- 
ceived lome  fmall  encouragement  from  the  legillature  of  the  State; 
Such  a  bounty  as  is  allowed  in  Mafllichufetts  would  give  a  fpring  to 
this  bufinefs,  and  tJicourage  the  erei^ioin  of  other  works  of  the  fame 
kind. 

The  manufafture  of  iroti,  both  in  forges  and  furnacesj  might  be 
rendered  vaftly  more  profitable  than  it  is  at  prefent.  This  necef- 
fary  metal,  inftcad  of  being  imported,  might  becohie  an  article  of  ex- 
portation.      * 

Flax  feed  is  produced  in  large  quantities;  fome  of  it  is  manufac- 
tured into  oil,  and  fome  is  exported. 

The  manufafturc  of  leather  and  flioes  is  not  fo  extenfive  as  to 
produce  articles  of  exportation,  but  may  be  confidered  among  the 
domeftie  manufaiElures. 

In  moft  of  the  country  towns  confiderable  quantities  of  toW -cloth 
are  made,  fome  of  which  is  exported  to  the  fouthern  States  to  clothe 
the  negroes  who  labour  on  the  plantations. 

The  munufadure  of  bricks  and  potter's  ware  may  be  extended  to 
any  degree,  feveral  fpecies  of  clay  being  found  in  great  abundance 
in  the  towns  at  the  heads  of  the  feveral  branches  of  the  river  Paf- 
cataqua,  in  places  which  lie  very  convenient  for  water  carriage. 
Bricks  might  be  carried  as  ballaft  in  every  veflel  which  goes  to  the 
ports  where  they  are  faleable.  In  tliis  article,  however,  as  well  as 
jnany  others,  a  regulation  is  needed ;  moft  of  the  bricks  which  are 
made  are  deficient  in  fize,  and  much  of  the  clay  which  is  ufed  iti 
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making  them  is  not  fufficiently  mellowed  by  the  froft  of  winter,  orbf 

the  labour  of  the  artlHccr. 

•  I     ^'■4       ,    '''.  \  '.■■-■1'  V 

,.    ^-  :.     ,  BANK.    ■..■■-■'■         :    '  ■;.. 

By  aft  of  aflbmbly  of  January,  1792,  a  bank,  by  the  name  of 
**  The  Bank  of  New-Hampfliire,"  was  cftabliflied,  to  continue  fifty 
years,  under  the  management  of  a  prefident  and  fcven  direftors.— 
The  capital  ftock  is  lixty  thoufand  dollars ;  and  the  ftockholdeii 
iiave  liberty  to  increafe  it  to  two  hundred  thoufand  dollars  in  fpecie, 
and  one  hundred  thoufand  dollars  in  any  other  ftate.  This  inftitu- 
tion  will  prove  a  great  aid  to  the  commerce  and  manufafturcs  of  this 
Stale.'  '■       =    '  '■'-  ■•'''"  ■  ^•■■'  ..     ■  •  . 

EDUCATION  AND  LITERATURE.        "     '"■ 

The  old  laws  of  New-Hampftiire  required  every  town  of  one 
hundred  families  to  keep  a  grammar  fchool ;  by  which  was  meant 
a  fchool  in  which  the  learned  languages  fliould  be  taught,  and  youth 
^ight  be  prepared  for  admiflion  to  a  univerfity.  The  fame  pre- 
ceptor was  obliged  to  teach  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  unlefg 
the  town  was  of  fufficient  ability  to  keep  two  or  more  fchools,  one  of 
which  was  called  a  grammar  fchool  by  way  of  diftinftion. 

Several  inftances  occur  in  the  public  records,  as  far  back  as  the  year 
1722,  juft  at  the  beginning  of  an  Indian  war,  that  the  frontier  towns 
petitioned  the  aflembly  for  a  fpecial  a£l  to  exempt  them  from  the 
obligation  to  maintain  a  grammar  fchool  during  the  war.  The  in- 
dulgence was  granted  them,  but  only  on  this  condition,  "  that  they 
frould  keep  a  fchool  for  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic  ;"  to  which 
all  towns  of  fifty  families  were  obliged.  In  later  times  the  conduft 
of  the  fame  towns  has  been  very  different.  During  the  late  war  with 
Britain,  not  only  thofe,  but  many  other  towns,  large  and  opulent 
and  far  removed  from  any  danger  by  the  enemy,  were  for  a  great 
part  of  the  time  deftitute  of  any  public  fchools,  not  only  without 
applying  to  the  legiflature  for  permiflion,  but  contrary  to  the  exprefs 
requirements  of  law,  and  notwithftanding  courts  of  juftice  were  fre-. 
quently  holden,  and  grand  jurors  folemnly  fworn  and  charged  to 
prefent  all  breaches  of  law,  and  the  want  of  fchools  in  particular. 
*rhis  negligence  was  one  among  many  evidences  of  a  moft  unhappy 
proftratlon  of  morals  during  that  period ;  it  afforded  a  melancholy 
brofpeft  to  the  friends  of  fcience  and  of  virtue,  and  excited  fome 
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generous  and  philanthropic  perfons  to  devilc  other  methods  of  edu» 
cation* 

Among  thefe  John  Phillips,  Efq.  of  Exeter,  was  the  firft  to  diftin- 
guifh  himfelf,  by  founding  and  endowing  a  feminary  of  learning  in 
that  town  ;  which,  in  the  year  1781,  was  by  an  aft  of  aflembly  in- 
corporated by  the  nanne  of  "  Phillips's  Exeter  Academy."  It  is 
placed  under  the  inijpeftion  of  a  board  of  truftees,  and  is  governed  by 
a  preceptor  and  an  alRftant.  In  thi^  academy  are  taught  the  learned 
languages,  the  principles  of  geography,  aftronomy,  mathematics, 
and  logic,  befides  writing,  mufic,  compolition,  oratory,  and  virtue. 
The  fund  belonging  to  this  inftitution  is  valued  at  nearly  ten  thou- 
fand  pounds.  About  one  fifth  part  of  this  fund,  lying  in  lands,  i* 
at  prefent  unproduftive,  but  the  aftual  income  amounts  to  four  hun- 
dred and  eighty  pounds  per  annum. 

Since  the  eftablifliment  of  this  academy  feveral  others  have  been 
erefted;  one  of  which  is  at  New-Ipfwich ;  it  was  incorporated  in 
1789;  its  fund  is  about  one  thoufand  pounds;  the  number  of  ftu- 
dents  is  generally  between  forty  and  fifty ;  the  price  of  tuition  is  one 
ihilling  per  week,  and  of  boarding  five  fhillings. 

There  is  another  academy  at  Atkiulon,  founded  b- •  Nathaniel  Pea* 
body,  Efq.  and  incorporated  by  the  general  court  in  the  year  1790. 
The  preceptor  has  been  chiefly  fupported  by  Mr.  Peabody ;  and  he 
Jias  endowed  the  academy  with  a  donation  of  one  thoiufand  acres  of 
land. 

Similar  inftitutions  have  been  begun  at  Amherft,  at  Charleftown„ 
and  at  Concord ;  which  though  at  prefent  in  a  ftate  of  infancy,  yet 
afford  a  pleafing  profpeft  of  the  increafe  of  literature  in  various  partg 
of  the  State. 

A  law  has  been  lately  made,  which  enforces  the  maintenance  of 
fchools  by  a  peculiar  fanftion ;  the  feleft  men  of  the  feveral  towns 
are  liable  to  have  the  fame  fum  difliained  out  of  their  eftate?,  which 
would  befufficient  to  fupport  a  fchool  during  the  w  hole  time  in  which 
they  negleft  to  make  that  provifion.  This  law  is  fo  recent  that  no 
judgment  can  as  yet  be  formed  of  its  operation.  It  ftiews,  however, 
that  the  legiflature  are  attentive  to  this  moft  important  branch  of 
their  duty,  the  education  of  the  rifing  generation. 

As  a  farther  evidence  of  th*  progrefs  of  fcicnce,  focial  libra- 
ries are  eftablifhed  in  feveral  tow  ns  in  this  State ;  and  in  the  year 
J  791  a  medical  Ibciety  was  incorporated  by  an  aft  of  Affenibly.  The 
i  I  prefident 
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In^efideht  of  the  State  being  a  gentleman  of  the  facult/t  ii  at  the  head 
ofthis  fociety. 

By  an  article  in  the  conditution  of  ihc  States  it  li  declared  to  be 
«•  the  duty  of  Icgiflators  and  magiftiate*  to  cheriHi  the  intereft  of 
literature  and  the  fciences,  and  all  feminarics  and  public  fchools ; 
to  encourage  private  and  public  inftitutions,  rewards,  and  immuni- 
ties for  the  promotion  of  agriculture,  arts,  fciciicei,  commerce, 
trades,  manufactures,  and  the  natural  hlftory  of  the  country;  to 
countenance  and  inculcate  the  prin(  iples  of  humanity  and  general 
benevolence,  piiblic  and  private  charity,  induftry  and  economy, 
honefty  and  punftuality,  fincerity,  fobriety,  and  all  focial  affedions 
and  generous  fcntiments  among  the  people.'*  As  far  as  public  ruleni 
oanform  to  this  article,  they  promott>,  in  the  moll  eifedtual  manner, 
the  true  intereft  and  prosperity  of  their  country. 

The  eftablifliment  of  Dartmouth  College  in  the  weftern  border 
of  the  State,  has  proved  a  great  benefit  to  the  new  (ettlements,  and 
to  the  neighbouring  State  of  Vermont*  During  the  late  war,  like  all 
other  feminaries  of  literature,  it  by  under  dil'couragemcnt ;  but  finco 
the  peace  it  is  in  a  more  flouridiing  lituation. 

Its  landed  intereft  amounts  to  abour  eighty  thoufand  acre?,  of 
>vhich  twelve  hundred  lie  contiguous,  and  are  caj)  ible  of  the  beft 
improvement.  Twelve  thoufantl  acres  are  lituate  in  Vermont.  A 
traft  of  eight  miles  fquare  bieyond  the  northern  line  of  Stuart  town 
was  granted  by  the  Aflembly  of  Neu'.Hiuii)(hire  in  ;  789,  and  in  the 
aft  by  which  this  grant  was  made,  "  the  prclident  and  council  of 
the  State  for  the  time  being  are  incorporated  with  tlic  truftees  of  the 
college,  fo  far  as  to  aft  with  them  in  regird  to  the  expenditures 
and  application  of  this  grant,  and  of  ail  others  which  have  been  or 
may  be  hereafter  made  by  New-Hampfliire,*' 

The  revenue  of  the  college  arifmg  from  the  lands,  amounts  to  one 
hundred  and  forty  pounds  per  annum.  By  contuifts  already  made  it 
Will  amount  in  four  years  to  four  hundred  and  fifty  j  and  in  twelve 
years  to  fix  hundred  and  fifty  pounds*  The  income  arifing  from 
tuition  money  is  about  fix  hundred  pounds  per  annum  more. 

The  firft  building  erefted  for  the  accommodation  of  the  ftudcnta 
Was  a  ffiw  years  fince  burned.  A  lottery  was  granted  by  the 
State  for  raifing  the  fum  of  feven  hundred  pounds,  which  has  been 
applied  to  the  eredtlon  of  a  new  building,  much  more  convenient 
than  the  former ;  it  was  conftrufted  of  wood,  and  (lands  in  an  eleva> 
ted  fituation^  about  half  a  mile  eaftward  of  Connecticut  river  in  the 
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tQwnthip  of  Hanover,  commanding  an  extenflve  and  pleafiint  prof* 
pe£l  to  the  weft.  It  is  one  liundrcd  and  fll'ty  feet  long,  fifty  feet 
wide,  and  thirty-fix  feet  high,  and  contain!  thirty^Hx  chambtn  for 
ftudenti.  Tlie  number  of  ftudenti  who  were  graduated  in  the  Rid 
nineteen  yeurs,  amounts  to  two  hundred  and  fil'ty<two,  among  whom 
were  two  Indians.  In  the  year  1790,  the  number  of  undergraduates 
was  about  one  hundred  and  fifty. 

The  ftudents  are  divided  into  four  clafTes.  The  frcfh  men  ftudy 
the  learned  languages,  the  rules  of  f]>eaking  and  writing,  and  the 
elements  of  nKitliematics. 

The  fophomores  attend  to  the  languages,  geography,  logic  and ' 
iDathcmatics.  \ 

The  junior  fophifters,  bcfule  the  langungeSf  tnter  on  natural  and 
moral  philofophy  atiJ  compofitioii. 

The  fcnior  clafs  compoie  in  Kn^lifli  und  Latin  ;  ftudy  metaphy* 
fics,  the  elements  of  natural  and  political  luw. 

The  principal  books  ufed  by  the  Hudcnts  are  Lowth's  Englifli 
Grammar,  Perry*s  Pidionary,  Pike's  Arithmetic,  Guthrie's  Geogra- 
phy, Ward's  Mathematics,  Atkinl'on's  Fpitomc,  Hammond's  Algebra, 
Martin's  and  EnHelif's  Natural  Philofophy,  Fergufbn's  Aftronomy, 
Locke's  Ffliiy,  Montefquicu's  Spirit  of  Laws,  and  Burlemaqui's  Na« 
tural  <ind  Political  Law. 

Bcfides  thefe  ftndies,  Tenures  are  read  to  the  fcholari  in  theology 
and  ccclefiitftical  hiiiory. 

There  is  an  examination  of  each  clafi  once  in  the  year,  and  thofc 
who  are  not  fmmd  qualified  for  thci^  ftanding  are  put  into  a  lower 
clafs.^ 

The  annual  commencement  h  held  on  the  fottrth  Wednefday  in 
Auguft.  There  are  two  vacations,  one  following  commencement 
and  continuing  fix  weeks  and  two  diiyo ;  the  other  beginning  on  the 
fourth  Monday  in  February,  and  continuing  five  weeks  and  five 
daysr 

CONSTITUTION. 

The  conilitmion  of  the  State  which  was  adopted  in  17S4,  is  taken, 
almoft  verbatim,  from  that  of  Mnflhchufrtts.  The  principal  dif- 
ferences, except  fuch  as  arife  from  local  circtmiftances,  are  the  fol- 
lowing :  the  ftiles  of  the  conftttutioni,  and  of  the  fupreme  magif- 
trates  in  each  State,  are  different.  In  one  it  is  ♦'  Governor  of  the 
Comroonweahh  of  Mafiiichufetts/'  in  the  other,  **  Prcfident  of  the 
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State  of  New.Hampfliire.'*    In  eadi  State,  the  fupreme  magiflrate 
has  the  title  of  "  His  Excellency.** 

The  Prefidcnt  of  New-Hampfliire,  like  the  Governor  of  Maf- 
fachufetti,  has  jot  the  power  of  negativing  all  bills  and  refoives  of 
the  Senate  and  Hoiife  of  Reprefentatives,  and  or  pn  venting  their 
pufTing  into  laws,  ur  efs  approved  of  by  two-thirds  of  the  mcmhera 
prefent.  In  New-Uauip(hire  **  the  Picfidcnt  ot  St.ite  prctides  in  the 
fenate,"  in  Mafl'achufetts  the  fenate  choole  their  own  rrcftdcnt. 

There  are  no  other  differences  wortli  mentioning,  except  it  be  in 
the  mode  of  appointing  militia  officers,  in  which  New^HampHiire  has 
greatly  the  advantage  of  MaiTachufetts. 

To  preferve  an  adherence  to  the  principles  of  the  conftitution,  and 
to  make  fijch  alterations  as  er.pericnce  might  point  out,  and  render 
necelTary,  provifion  was  made,  that  at  the  end  of  fevcn  years  a  con> 
ventlon  fliould  be  called  to  revife  the  form  of  government,  agreeably 
to  which,  in  1791,  a  convention  was  called,  who  fettled  the  confii* 
tWtion  OQ  th£  i':ime  gjcneral  plan ;  for  which,— ^r/  M<\J}a(bufttUt 
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SITUATION,  EXTENT,  AND  BOUNDARIES. 

iVi  ASSACHUSETTS,  which  may  be  confidered  as  the  parent  Stato 
pf  New-England,  is  fituated  between  41**  30'  and  43"  north  latitude, 
and  i"  30'  and  5"  40'  longitude,  eaft  of  Philadelphia :  its  length  is 
about  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  miles,  and  its  breadth  about  fifty  | 
it  i$  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  States  of  Vermont  and  New* 
Hampfhire,  on  the  eaft  by  the  Atlantic  ocean,  on  the  iouth  by  the 
Atlantic,  Rhode  Ifland,  and  Connefticutj  and  on  the  weft  by  New- 
York  ;  its  air  and  climate  the  (ame  as  already  defcribed  in  the  gene^ 
ral  account  of  New-England,* 

FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY,  SEA-COAST,  &c. 

This  State,  like  the  other  States  of  New-England,  is  high  an^ 
billy :  Wackhurft  mountain,  in  Prince-To\yn,  is  at  its  top  two 
thoufand  nine  hundred  and  eighty-nine  feet  from  the  level  of  the  fcai 
and  the  town  itfelf  one  thoufand  three  hundred  and  thirty«two  feett 
The  whole  ftate  is  vvell  watered  with  numerous  rivers  and  fprings  j 
many  of  the  former  are  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the  inhabitants, 
by  the  ready  and  eafy  carriage  they  afford  for  their  different  article! 
of  produce. 

Houfatonick  river  rifes  from  feveral  fources  in  the  wcftern  parts  of 
this  Stare,  and  flows  loutherly  through  Connefticut  into  Long  Iflan4 
found.  Deerfield  river  falls  into  Connedticut  river,  from  the  weft, 
between  Deerfield  and  Greenfield.  A  moft  excellent  and  beautiful 
tra£t  of  meadow  lies  on  its  banks.  Weftfield  river  empties  into  the 
Coi  ne£licut  at  Wefl-Springfield.  Connefticut  river  pafTes  through 
this  State,  and  interfeits  the  county  of  Hampfliire:  in  its  courfe  it 
runs  over  the  fills  above  Deerfield,  and  between  Northampton  and 
Springfield.    A  company,  by  the  name  of  "  The  Proprietors  of  the 


*^  See  pages  t  and  3. 
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fjOtVi  an(!  Canals  on  Connefticut  river,*'  wai  incorporated  by  th« 
general  court  in  179a,  for  the  pMrp«*is  ©f  fcmkring  Connefticut 
river  paiTable  for  boats  and  orher  tlungSt  Irom  Cliicapee  river  north-* 
ward  to  New  Hampflnre.  JVldler's  and  Chicnptc  rivers  fall  into 
Connefticut  on  the  call  lide ;  the  former  at  Nortlilkkl,  the  latter  at 
Springfield. 

In  the  caftcrn  part  of  the  State  i»  the  Mcrrimaclc,  which  we  have 
Hlfefldy  in  part  dekribed.  It  i«  navigable  ior  veiTels  of  burden  about 
twenty  miles  from  its  moiub,  where  it  is  obrtrtifted  by  the  firft  falls, 
or  rapids,  called  Mitchell's  Iddy,  beiweiin  Bradford  and  HaverhilU 
Vaft  quantities  of  ibip  timber,  ranging  timber,  plank,  deals,  clap- 
boards, fliingles,  ftaves,  and  otlicr  lumlier,  are  brought  down  in 
rafts,  fo  conftrufted  as  to  pafe  aH  the  tall§  in  the  river  except  thofe 
et  Amufkaeg  and  Pantucket,  In  the  fprfng  and  fnmmer  confidera-r 
ble  quantities  of  falmon,  fliadf  and  alewivef  are  caught,  which  are 
«ither  ufed  as  bait  in  the  cod  fifltery,  m  pickled  and  fhipped  to  the 
WeH  Indies.  There  are  twelve  feri'iefi  aeroli  thii  river  in  the  county 
«f  Effex.  The  bar  acrofs  the  tnoutb  e(  thii  river  is  a  very  great 
incumbrance  to  the  navigation,  aitd  U  eipecially  terrible  to  flrangen* 
There  are  fixteen  feet  water  upon  if  at  eommsn  tide*.  In  1787  the 
general  court  granted  a  fum  of  money  tor  the  ere£tion  of  two  fuS- 
cient  light-houfes,  and  tn^ide  the  maintenanci;  of  them  a  public 
charge.  The  houfes  are  of  wood,  and  contrived  to  be  removed  at 
pleafure,  fo  as  to  be  always  conformed  to  the  Ihifting  of  the  bar ; 
and  thus  the  Hngle  rule  of  bringing  them  in  a  line  will  be  the  only 
tiecelTary  dire£tion  for  veflTeU  approaching  the  harbour,  and  by  this 
direction  they  may  fail  with  fafety  until  they  are  abreaft  of  the  lights, 
ivhere  is  a  bold  fliore  and  good  anc^horing  ground.  The  bridges  over 
this  river  will  be  mentioned  under  th^t  Itead. 

Mafliua,  Concord,  and  Sbawflteen  rivers  rife  in  this  State,  and  rua 
fl  north-eafterly  courfe  into  tl7«  Merrimack.  Parker's  river  takes  its 
rife  in  Rowley,  and  after  a  eintrfe  of  a  few  miles,  pafles  into  the 
found  which  feparates  Plum  Iflind  from  the  main  land.  It  is  navi. 
gable  about  two  miles  from  iti  mouth.  Ipfwich  and  Chebacco 
riven  pafi  through  the  town  of  Ipfwich  into  Ipfwich  bay.  Mifticic 
river  falls  into  Bofton  harbour,  eaft  of  the  peninfula  of  Charleflown : 
|t  if  navigable  three  miles  to  Medford. 

Charles  river  is  a  confiderable  ftresm,  the  principal  branch  of 
which  rifes  from  a  pond  bordering  on  IJopkinton :  it  pafles  through 
|tloUifton  and  Bellinghanii  an4  divide*  Mcdway  from  Medfield, 

Wrenthao, 


126 


GENERAL   DESCRIPTION 


Wrentham  and  Franklin,  and  thence  into  Dedham,  where,  by  a 
curious  bend,  it  forms  a  peninfula  of  nine  hundred  acres  of  land ; 
ind  what  is  very  Angular,  a  ftream  called  Mother  Brook,  runs  out  of 
this  river,  in  this  town,  and  falls  into  Neponfet  river,  which  anfwers 
to  a  canal  uniting  the  two  rivers,  and  afFordsanumber  of  excellent 
mill  feats.  From  Dedham  the  courfe  of  the  river  is  northerly  through 
Kewton,  paffing  over  romantic  falls — it  then  bends  to  the  north-eaft- 
and  eaft,  through  Watertown  and  Cambridge,  and  pafles  into  Bofton 
barbour,  between  Charleftown  and  fipilon :.  it  is  navigable  for  boats 
to  Watertown  feven  miles. 

Neponfet  river  originates  chiefly  from  Muddy  and  Punkapog 
Ponds  in  Stoughton,  and  MafhapogPond  in  Sharon,  and  after  pafling 
over  falls  fufficient  to  carry  mills,  unites  with  other  fmall  flreams, 
and  forms- a  veiy  conftant  fupply  of  water  for  the  many  mills  fituated 
on  the  river  below,  until  it  meets  the  tide  in  Milton,  from  whence  it 
is  navigable  for  veflels  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons  burthen  to  the 
bay,  diftant  about  four  miles.  Neponfet  river,  from  Milton  to  the 
Bay,  forms  a  regular  and  beautiful  ferpentine,  interfperfed  with  hil- 
locks of  wood  fo  regularly  placed,  that  from  Milton  Hill  it  affords 
one  of  the  flneft  profpe£ts  in  the  world.  Paffing  Fore  and  Back  rivers 
in  Weymouth,  you  come  to  North  river,  which  rifes  in  Indian-Head 
pond,  in  Pembroke,  and  running  in  a  ferpentine  courfe  between  Sci- 
tuate  and  Marflifield,  pafTes  to  the  fea.  This  river  for  its  fize  is 
remarkable  for  its  great  depth  of  water,  it  being  in  fome  places  not; 
more  than  forty  or  fifty  feet  wide,  and  yet  veflels  of  three  hundred 
tons  aie  built  at  Pembroke,  eighteen  miles,  as  the  river  runs,  from 
its  mouth.  This  river  is  navigable  for  boats  to  the  firft  fall,  five 
miles  from  its  fource  in  Indian-Head  pond ;  thence  to  the  nearefl 
waters  which  run  into  Taunton  river  is  only  three  miles.  A  canal 
to  conneft  the  waters  of  thefe  two  rivers,  which  communicate  with 
Narraganfet  and  MafTachufetts  bays,  would  be  of  great  utility,  as  it 
would  fave  a  long  and  dangerous  navigation  round  Cape  Cod. 

Taunton  river  is  made  up  of  feverai  ftreams  which  unite  in  op 
near  the  town  of  Bridgwater.  Its  courle  is  from  N.  E,  to  S.  W.  till 
it  falls  into  Narraganfet  bay  at  Tiverton,  oppofite  the  north  end  of 
Khode  Ifland.  It  receives  a  confiderable  tributary  flream  at  Taunton 
from  the  north-weft.  The  head  waters  of  Pantucket  and  Providence 
rivers  in  Rhode  Ifland,  and  of  Quinnabaug  and  Shetucket  rivers  in 
Connecticut,  and  feverai  other  inferior  ftreams,  which  run  in  va<t 
rious  directions  and  anfwer  various  purpofes,  are  in  this  Stat«,  f 
,:..  r    .-.,  '  The 
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The  only  capes  of  note  on  the  coaft  of  this  State,  are'  Cape  Ann 
on  the  north  fide  of  MalTachliTetts  bay,  and  Cape  Cod  on  the  fouth. 
Cape  Cod,  fo  called  from  the  quantity  of  cod  fi(h  which  are 
found  on  its  coaft,  is  the  fouth-eafterly  part  of  the  commonwealtli 
of  Maflachufetts :  ii^  fhape  it  refembles  a  man's  arm  when  bended 
with  the  hand  turned  inward  towards  the  body.  The  Cape  com- 
prehends the  county  of  Barnftable,  and  is  between  feventy  and  eighty 
miles  in  length. 

Province-town  is  the  hook  of  the  Cape,  and  is  generally  nan*ow, 
the  wideft  place  not  being  more  than  three  miles  in  exteht.  The 
harbour,  which  is  one  of  the  beft  in  the  State,  opens  to  the  fouthward, 
and  has  depth  of  water  for  any  fliips.  This  place  has  often  been 
in  a  ftate  of  rapid  improvement,  and  as  often  gone  to  decay ;  it  is 
now  rifmg.  It  contains  about  ninety  families,  whofe  whole  depen- 
dence is  upon  the  fea  for  their  fupport :  they  employ  about  twenty 
fail  of  veffels,  great  and  fmall,  in  the  cod  fifliery :  they  have  been  re- 
markably fuccefsful  of  late.  Ten  of  their  veffels  employed  in  1 790 
upon  the  grand  Bank,  took  eleven  thoufand  quintals  of  cod  fiflu 
They  have  fcarce  loft  a  veffel  or  a  man  in  the  bufinefs  fmce  the  war. 

The  houfes  ftand  upon  the  inner  fide  of  the  hook  of  the  Cape, 
fronting  foutb-eaft,  and  looking  into  the  harbour :  they  are  fmall, 
one  ftory  high,  and  fet  up  on  blocks  or  piles,  that  the  driving  fands 
may  pafs  under  them,  otherwife  they  would  be  buried  in  fand.  The 
houfes  ftand  in  one  range  upon  the  beach  ;  the  flakes  on  which  they 
dry  their  filli  are  round  them ;  the  veffels  run  in  upon  the  fliore, 
which  is  a  foft  fand,  throw  their  fifli  over,  where  they  are  waflied 
from  the  fait,  and  carried  up  to  the  flakes'on  hand«barrovvs. 

They  raife  nothing  from  their  lands,  but  arc  wholly  dependent 
upon  Bofton  market  and  other  places  for  every  kind  of  vegetable  pro- 
duction. 

There  are  but  two  horfes  and  two  yoke  of  oxen  kept  in  the  town ; 
they  have  about  fifty  cows,  which  feed  in  the  fpring  upon  beach 
grafs,  which  grows  here  and  there  upon  the  fliore ;  and  in  fummer 
they  feed  in  the  funken  .ponds  and  marfliy  places,  that  are  found  be- 
tween the  fand  hills.  Here  the  cows  are  feen  wading,  and  even 
fwimming,  plunging  their  heads  into  the  water  up  to  their  horns, 
picking  a  fcanty  fubfiftence  from  the  roots  and  herbs  produced 
in  the  water.  They  are  hd  in  the  winter  on  fedge  cut  upon  the 
flats. 

Except 
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Except  a  border  of  loofe  Jand>  which  runs  round  the  whole  p!ace» 
it  is  very  broken  and  hilly.  Tbefe  hills  are  white  fand,  and  their 
produce  is  whortleberry  bufhes,  and  foiall  pitch  pine  flirubs.  The 
pines  next  the  village  have  been  much  cut  off  for  fire-wood.  Cut* 
ting  away  the  wood  expoles  tlie  hills  to  be  torn  away  by  the  violence 
of  the  winds,  and,  in  fomc  inftances,  perions  have  been  obliged  to 
remove  their  houfes  to  prevent  b.  ing  covered  up.  Thele  hills  and 
fand  heaps  are  conftantly  fhifting;  and  when  torn  away  in  one 
place,  ate  piled  up  on  another:  it  is  not  unfrequentfor  the  inhabi- 
tants to  have  their  iini-flakes  covered  with  banks  of  fand  like  fuow* 
Immediate'y  in  fteppiiig  from  any  houfe,  the  foot  finks  in  fand  to 
the  depth  of  the  ilioe.  The  moft  foutherly  point  ot  this  place< 
called  Wood-End,  is  five  miles  fouth-weft  from  the  village.  What 
is  called  Race -Point,  known  to  all  feamen,  is  the  north-wefterJy  ex* 
tremity  of  the  Cape,  and  lies  north-weft  from  the  village,  diftanti 
three  miles, 

A  ti  aveller  in  pafllng  from  the  village  over  to  Race  Point,  about 
mid-way,  travels  fome  ciiflance  thfoUgh  a  pine  wood,  the  trees  about: 
twenty  feet  in  height,  at  length  he  finds  the  path  obftrufted  with  a 
mound  of  fand,  alnioft  perpendicular,  rifing  among  the  trees  to  theif 
tops :  his  horfe  with  difficulty  mounts  this  precipice,  his  feet  finking 
almoA  to  the  knees  in  the  land.  This  volume  of  fand  is  gradually 
rolling  into  the  woods  with  the  winds,  and  as  it  covers  the  trees  to  the 
tops  they  die.  As  foon  as  a  traveller  mounts  this  bank,  a  curiou  j 
fpeftacle  prefents  to  view,  a  defart  of  white  fand  five  miles  in  length, 
parallel  with  the  fea,  and  one  mile  and  an  half  in  breadth.  The 
tops  of  the  trees  appear  above  the  find,  but  they  are  all  dead  ;  where 
thicy  have  been  lately  covered,  the  bark  and  twigs  are  ftill  remain- 
ing, from  others  they  are  fallen  otf  j  fome  have  been  fo  long  whipped 
and  worn  out  with  the  fands  and  winds,  that  there  is  nothing  remain- 
ing but  the  hearts  and  knots  of  the  trees.  But  over  the  greater  part 
of  this  defert,  the  trees  have  long  fince  difappeared. 

After  ciofling  this  wildcrnefs,  where  the  horfe  finks  to  his  fetlocks 
at  every  ilcp,  you  arrive  at  Race-Point.  Here  are  a  number  of  huts, 
ere£ted  by  the  perfons  who  come  over  from  the  village  to  fifli  in 
boats  :  here  they  keep  their  fifiiing  apparatus  and  lodge*  At  the 
diflance  of  fifteen  rods  from  the  Point  the  water  is  thirty  fathoms  ini 
depth,  and  cod,  haddock,  and  other  kinds  of  fi(h,  are  taken  in  plenty, 
whenever  the  weather  will  [jcrmit.  They  take  many  kinds  of  fifli 
with  feliis,  fuch  ^s  pollock,  mackarel,  and  herrings ;  the  two  latter 

a  aw 


/ 


or  Massachusetts.  12^ 

are  often  taken  in  that  harbour  in  grtiat  abuhcknee.  At  this 
l^lace  are  feen,  at  fome  times,  hundreds  of  fliarks  lying  on  the 
ihore,  which  haVe  been  caught  by  thki  boats  when  fifliing  for  cod: 
they  weigh  from  three  to  fix  hundred  weight;  their  livers,  which 
produce  oil,  are  the  only  parts  of  them  of  which  any  Ufe  is  made. 
Ttiey  an:  taken  by  a  large  hook  baited  with  a  cod  fi(li,.and  faftened 
to  an  iron  chain  with  a  fwivel,  to  prevent  them  frotli  biting  or  twlft« 
ing  It  off.  When  the  Hiaik  has  feized  the  hook,  they  drag  him.  up 
to  the  ilern  of  the  boat,  and  being  tdo  large  to  take  on  board  the 
boats  there  made  ufe  of,  they  row  aihof^  with  htm«  drag  him  up  on 
the  beach,  rip  him  open,  take  oUt  his  liver,  and  the  carcdfs  is  left 
to  perifii.  Fishing,  either  at  fea  in  veifels,  oi*  round  the  fliore  in 
boats,  is  the  whole  employment  of  all  the  inhabitants.  There  is 
ho  other  belides,  to  which  they  can  turn  their  attention :  and  thft 
boys,  as  foon  as  they  haVe  ilrcngch  to  pull  a  codiifli,  are  put  on  board 
a  boat  or  a  veflbl. 

As  this  harbour  is  of  fo  much  Confequence,  often  afFordihga  Ihciter 
from  ftorms  to  velTels,  both  inward  and  outward  bound,  it  is  of 
importance  that  there  fliould  always  be  a  fettletticnt  there*  The 
Province  formerly  afforded  thftm  fome  encouragement,  belides  ex- 
empting them  from  taxation.  That  encouragement  is  now  with* 
holden,  and  A  poll-tax  has  been  required,  \X'hether  with  gOod  policy, 
has  been  doubted  by .  many  {  the  inhabitants  complain  of  it,  as  an 
unreafonable  burthen.  Their  employment  is  a  great  public  benefit, 
and  what  they  aci^uire  is  through  iuaoy  perils  and  the  hardeft 
labour. 

The  extent  of  Cape  Cod,  oh  the  Outer  fliore,  beginning  ^t  ^60^ 
End,  round  to  Buzzard's  Bay,  or  to  the  line  between  Sandwich  and 
Wareham,  is  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles.  The  Inner  flwre 
on  Maflachufetts  bay  is  about  feventy-fivd^  tnileS.  The  road  that 
i$  commonly  travelled  on  to  the  Cape  is  on  the  inner  fide,  and  mea* 
fured  by  this,  the  extent  of  the  Cape  will  be  as  firft  mentioned.-^ 
Cape  Cod,  in  genera',  Is  a  thin,  barren  foil,  by  far  the  moft  fo  of  any 
part  of  New-England  t  b'Jt"  the  fea  air  impregnates  all  Vegetables 
with  a  quality  which  renders  them  far  more  nutritive  to  cattle  than 
the  fame  quantity  far  inknd  ;  it  being  an  undoubted  fa«^,  that  cattle 
will  do  well  on  the  fea  coaft  in  fuch  paftures,  Which,  if  far  up  in  the 
country,  would  ftarve  them  at  once.  Their  fait  hay^  which  is  almoft 
their  only  forage,  affords  a  manure  which  is  alfo  tar  fujieriGrio  that 
which  is  made  at  i;  dinaiice  from  the  fea :  t!:is  greatly  aflifts  their 
VoLi  11,  S  crop* 
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drops  of  corn  and  rye,  beyond  what  the  land  promifes  itl  \ti 
appearance.  But  after  all  that  has  been  or  that  can  be  done^ 
the  lands  of  Cape  Cod  can  never  fiipport  its  inhabitants*  which 
are  nearly  feventeen  thoufand.  A  great  part  of  the  men  and 
boys  are  conftantly  employed  at  fea.  In  this  bufinefs  they  fupport 
themfelves  and  families  j  and  it  is  obferved,  that  the  young  people 
form  family  connexions  earlier  in  life  than  in  any  other  part  of  the 
Country;  which,  perhaps,  is  one  evidence  that  the  means  of  fub- 
fiftence  are  eafily  obtainable.  Cape  Cod  is  a  nurfery  for  fcamen, 
and,  in  this  view,  one  of  the  moft  important  places  in  this  State,  or 
in  America.  If  the  fupporting  of  a  navy,  extending  foreign  com- 
.j\.  merce,  or  bringing  forth  from  the  bowels  of  the  ocean  the  riches  it 
contains,  are  blcffings  to  any  nation,  the  Americans  may  coniider  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Cape  as  the  moft  valuable  among  their  countrymen. 
The  Cape  abounds  with  clear  frefli  ponds,  generally  flocked  with 
fifli :  there  is  little  funken  land  ;  the  wood  on  the  Cape  is  generally 
pitch  pine  :  there  are  few  or  no  (lones  below  Barnftable  :  the  cellars 
are  walled  with  brick,  in  a  circular  form,  to  prevent  the  loofe  fand 
frojKi  caving  in  :  the  wells  are  fecured  in  the  fame  manner,  and  they 
are  obliged  to  keep  them  covered  to  prevent  the  fand  from  blow- 
ing in  and  fpoiling  the  water.  Formerly,  the  inhabitants  took  many 
whales  round  the  Cape,  chiefly  in  INIaflfachufctts  Bay;  but  that 
bufinefs  is  almoft  at  an  end.  The  manner  of  taking  black  fifh  is 
fomcwhat  Angular ;  they  are  a  fifli  of  the  whalfc  kind,  of  about  five 
tons  weightj  and  produce  oil  in  the  fame  manner  as  a  whale.    When 

,  a  flioal  of  them  is  difcovered,  which  fometimes  confifts  of  feveral 
himdreds,  the  inhabitants  put  off  in  boats,  get  without  them,  and 
drive  them  like  fo  many  cattle  on  to  the  fliore  and  flats,  where  they 
ire  lefc  by  the  tide  and  fall  an  eafy  prey*  The  fliore  of  the  Cape  is 
in  many  places  covered  with  the  huge  bones  of  thefe  fifli  and  of 
^vhalcs,  whioh  rt  nain  unconfumed  for  many  years.    Many  perfons 

•  tonjecture<  that  the  Cape  is  gradually  wearing  away,  and  that  it  trill 
fihally  fall  a  facrifice  to  the  ravages  of  the  winds  and  the  feas,  and 
many  circumilanccs  favour  fuch  an  Opinion.  At  Province-Town 
liarbonrj  flumps  of  trees  are  feen,  which  the  fea  now  covers  in  com- 
mon tides.  When  the  Englifli  firft  fettled  upon  the  Cape,  there 
was  an  ifland  off  Chatham,  at  three  leagues  diftance^  called  Webb's 
•  liland,  containing  twenty  acres,  covered  with  red  cedar  or  farin  : 

.  the  inhabitants  of  Nantucket  ufed  to  fetch  wood  from  it.  Thi*^ 
ifland  has  been  wholly  worn  away  for  almoft  a  century.    A  large 
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rock  that  was  upon  the  ifland,  and  which  fettled  as  the  earth  waflied 
away,  now  marks  the  place ;  it  rifes  as  much  above  the  bottom  of 
the  i'ea,  as  it  ufed  to  rife  above  the  furface  of  the  ground :  the  water 
is  fix  fathoms  deep  on  this  fpot :  and  in  many  places  on  the  Caj|e 
the  fea  is  evidently  encroaching  on  the  l^nd. 

The  Cape  is  fo  expofed  to  winds  in  every  diredlion^  th^t  fruit  treei 
do  not  thrive  :  there  are  few  orchards  of  any  conlequencc  belotff 
Barnftable ;  there  is  not  a  cyder  mill  in  (he  countny.    In  many 
places,  their  forefl  trees  have  tnore  the  appearance  of  a  priip  hedge 
than  of  timber.  , 

The  Cape,  however,  is  an  healthy  fituation,  except  for  thpfe  confti- 
tvitions  which  are  too  delicate  for  the  piercing  wiiids  that  come  fronn 
the  fea,  and  the  inhabitants  in  general  live  as  long  as  in  the  other  parts 
of  the  northern  States. 

The  winds,  in  every  dire£lion,  come  from  the  fea ;  and  invalids, 
by  vifiting  the  'Cape,  fometimes  experience  the  fame  benefit  as  from 
going  to  fea.*  -. 

The  principal  bays  on  the  cpaft  of  MaiTachufetts  ^re,  Ipfwich, 
Bofton,  Tlymoiith,  Barnftable,  and  Buzzard's  bays.  Many  iflands  are 
fcattered  along  the  coaft,  and  the  mofl  noted  of  which  is  Plum 
Ifland,  which  is  about  nine  miles  in  length,  extendin,g  from  Merri- 
mack river  on  the  north,  to  the  entrance  of  Ipfwich  river  on  the 
fouth,  and  is  feparated  froni  the  main  land  by  a  yarrow  found,  called 
Plum  Iflan^  river,  fordable  in  feveral  places  at  low  water.  It  coi)< 
fifts  principally  of  fand,  blown  into  curious  heaps,  and  crowned  with 
bu(hes  bearing  the  beach  plum.  There  is,  however,  a  vs^luable 
property  of  fait  marfli,  and  at  the  fo^th  end  of  the  iflsind  are  twp  pr 
three  good  farms :  on  the  north  end  are  the  lightrhoufes  before 
mentioned:  on  the  fea  ihore  of  this  ifland,  and  on  Salifbury  beach, 
the  Marine  Society,  and  other  gentlemen  of  Newbury  Port,  have 
humanely  erefted  feveral  fmall  hpufes,  furniflied  with  fuel  and  pther 
conveniencies,  for  the  relief  of  the  mariners  who  inay  be  fliipwrecked 
on  this  coaft.  ,,.  .. 

ISLANDS. 

There  are  feveral  iflands  dcpcHdent  oh  this  State,  the  principal  xjf 
which  is  Nantucket  Ifland :  it  lies  fouth  of  Cape  Cod,  and  contains 
twenty-three  thoufand  acres,  including  the  beach.  As  the  ifland  is 
^ow  and  fandy,  it  is  calculated  only  for  thofe  people  who  arc  wiljiag 
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to  depend  almoft  entire!/  on  the  watery  element  for  fubfiftcnce. 
The  ifland  of  itfelf  conftitutes  one  county  by  the  name  uf  Nantucket. 
It  has  but  one  town,  called  Sherborne,  and  fends  one  reprefentative  to 
the  General  Aii^bly :  Sherborne  confifts  of  about  five  hundred  and 
thirty  houfes,  that  have  been  framed  on  the  main  ;  they  are  lathed 
and  plaftered  within,  handfomely  painted  and  boarded  without ;  each 
^as  a  cellar  underneath,  built  with  fiones  fetched  alfu  from  the 
xnain :  they  arelill  of  a  ftmilar  conftrudlion  and  a|)pearance ;  plain 
and  entirely  devoid  of  exterior  or  interior  ornament.  It  (lands  on  a 
riling  fand-bank,  on  the  well  fide  of  the  harbour,  which  is  very  faf'e 
from  all  winds,  and  regularly  afcends  toward  the  country,  and  in 
its  vicinage  there  are  feveral  fmali  fields  and  gardens,  (yearly  manured 
with  the  dung  of  the  cows  and  the  foil  of  the  ftreets)  in  which  there 
are  a  gDod  many  cherry  and  peach  trees  planted,  as  well  as  in  many 
other  places;  the  apple-tree  does  not  thrive  well,  and  therefore 
but  few  are  planted.  The  ifland  contains  no  mountains,  yet  is  very 
uneven ;  and  the  many  rifing  grounds  and  eminences,  with  which  it 
is  filled,  have  formed  in  the  feveral  vallies  a  great  variety  of  fwamps, 
where  the  Indian-grafs  and  the  blue-bent,  peculiar  to  fuch  foils,  grow 
with  tolerable  luxuriancy.  Some  of  the  fwamps  abound  with  peat, 
which  ferves  the  poor  inftead  of  fire-wood.  There  are  fi)urteeO 
ponds  on  this  illand,  all  extremely  ufeful,  fome  lying  tranfverfely 
almoft  acrofs  it,  which  greatly  help  to  divide  it  into  partitions  for  the 
vife  of  the  cattle  ;  others  abound  with  peculiar  fifh  and  fea  fowl.— 
The  flreets  are  not  paved,  but  this  is  attended  with  little  inconve- 
nience, as  it  is  never  crowded  with  country  carriages ;  and  thofe  they 
have  in  the  town  are  feldom  made  nfe  of  but  in  the  time  of  coming 
in,  and  before  the  failing,  of  their  fleets. 

The  inhabitants  formerly  carried  on  the  moft  cpnfiderable  whate 
fifhery  on  the  coaft,  but  the  war  almoft  ruined  this  bufinefs.  They 
have  fince,  however,  revived  it  again,  and  purfue  the  whales  even 
into  the  great  Pacific  Ocean. 

There  are  near  the  wharfs  a  great  many  ftorehoufes,  where  the 
ftaple  commodity  is  depofited,  as  well  as  the  innumerable  materials 
which  are  always  wanted  to  repair  and  fit  out  fo  many  whalemen. 
They  have  three  docks,  each  three  hundred  feet  long,  and  extremely 
convenient ;  at  the  head  of  which  there  are  ten  feet  of  water.— 
Thefe  docks  are  built,  like  thofe  in  Bofton,with  logs  fetched  from  tlie 
continent,  filled  with  ftones,  and  covered  with  fand.  Between  thcfe 
docks  and  the  town  there  is  room  fufiicieat  for  the  landing  of  goods, 
.(.  ■  and 
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and  for  the  paflhge  Qf  their  numerous  carts ;  for  aimed  ev^ry  man 
here  has  one :  the  wharfs,  to  the  north  and  fouth  of  the  docks,  are 
built  of  the  fame  materials,  and  give  a  ftranger,  at  his  firfl  landing^ 
a   high   idea   of  the  profperity  of   thefe  people:   there  is  room 
around  thefe  three  docks  for  three  hundred  fail  of  vetlels.    When 
their  fleets  have  been  fuccefsful,  the  buftle  atul  hurry  of  buiinefs  on  this 
fpot  for  fome  days  after  their  arrival,  would  make  a  (Iranger  imagine 
that  Sherborne  was  the  capital  of  a  very  opulent  and  large  province. 
On  that  point  of  land,  which  forms  the  weft  fide  of  the  harbour, 
(lands  a  very  neat  light-houfcj  the  oppofite  peninfula,  called  Coitou, 
fecures    it  from  the  moft  dangerous  winds.     There  are  but  few 
arable    fields    in    the    neighbourhood  of   the  town,    for  nothing 
can  be  more  fterile  and  fandy  than  this  part  of  the  illand ;  the 
inhabitants  have,  however,  with  unwearied  perfeverance,  by  bringing 
a  variety  of  manure,  and  by  cow-penning,  enriched  feveral  fpots, 
where  they  raife  Indian  com,  potatoes,  pompions,  turnips,  Sec.    Oa 
the  highefl  part  of  this  fandy  eminence  four  tvindmills  grind  the 
grain  they  raife  and  import ;  and  contiguous  to  them  a  rope-walk  is 
to  be  feen,  where  full  half  of  the  cordage  ufed  in  their  fifliing  is 
manufa<^ured.     Between  the  fliores  of  the  harbour,  the  docks,  and 
the  town,  there  is  a  moft  excellent  piece  of  meadow,  inclofed  and 
manured  with  fiich  coft  and  pains  as  fliew  how  necefTary  and  pre- 
cious grafs  is  at  Nantucket.    Towards  the  point  of  Shcmah  the 
ifland  is  more  level  and  the  foil  better ;  and  there  the  inhabitants 
have  confiderable  lot?  well  fenced  and  richly  manured.    There  arc 
but  very  few  farms  on  this  ifland,  becaufe  there  are  but  very  few 
fpots  that  will  admit  of  cultivation  without  the  affiftance  of  dung  and 
other  manure,  which  is  very  expenfive  to  fetch  from  the  main. 
This  ifland  was  patented  in  the  year  1671   by  twenty-feven  pro- 
prietors, under  the  province  of  New-York,  which  then  claimed  a\\ 
the  iflands  from  the  Neway  Sink  to  Cape  Cod.    They  found  it  fo 
univerfally  barren,   and  fo  unfit  for  cultivation,  that  they  mutually 
agreed  not  to  divide  it,  as  each  could  neither  live  on,  nor  improve 
that  lot  which  might  fall  to  his  fliare :  they  then  caft  their  eyes  on 
the  fea,  and  finding  themfelves  obliged  to  become  fiftiermen,  they 
looked  for  a  harbour,  and  having  found  one,  they  determined  to 
build  a  town  in  its  neighbourhood  and  to  dwell  together  ;  for  that 
purpofe  they  furveyed  as  much  ground  as  would  afford  to  each,  what 
is  generally  called  here,   a  home-lot.     Forty  acres  were  thought 
fufficient  to  anfwer  this  purpofe ;    for  to  what  end  fhould  they 
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fovet  mere  land  than  they  could  improve,  or  even  inclofe?  not 
being  pofleircd  of  a  Tingle  tree  in  the  whole  extent  of  their  new  do* 
minion. 

This  ifland  furniflies  the  naturalifts  with  few  or  no  objeAs  worthy 
obfervation  :  it  appears  to  be  the  uneven  fummit  of  a  liindy  fubma- 
tine  mountain,  covered  here  and  there  with  forrel,  grafs,  a  few  cedar 
bufhes,    and  fcrubby  oaks  ^the  fwamps  are  much  more  Valuable 
for  the  peat  they  contain  than  for  the  trifling  pafture  of  their  furface ; 
thofe  declining  grounds  which  lead  to  the  fea  Ihores  abound  with 
beach  grafs,  a  light  fodder  when  cut  and  cured,  but  very  good  when 
fed  green.    On  the  ead  fide  of  the  ifland  there  are  feveral  tracks 
of  iait  grafles,  which  being  carefully  fenced,  yield  a  confiderable 
riuantity  of  that  wholefunie  fodder.    Among  the  many  ponds  or 
lakes  with  which  this  ifland  abounds,  there  are  lome  which  have  been 
made  by  the  intrufion  of  the  fca,  fuch  as  Wiwidiah,  the  Long,  the 
Narrow,  and  feveral  others,  confequently  thofe  are  fait ;  at  peculiar 
high  tides  a  great  number  of  fifli  enter  into  them,  where  they  feed 
and  grow  brge,    and  at  fome  feafons  of   the  year,    the  inhabi- 
tants a.Temble  and  cut  down  the  fmall  bars  which  the  waves  always 
throw  up.     By  thefe  eafy  means  the  waters  of  the  pond  are  let 
out,  and  as  the  fifli  follow  their  native  clement,  the  inhabitants  with 
proper  nets  catch  as  many  as  they  want  in  their  way  out  without 
any  otlier  trouble.    Thofe  which  are  moft  common  are  the  ftreaked 
bafs,  the  blue-fifli,  the  tom-cod,   the  mackarel,    the  tew.tag,  the 
herring,  the  flounder,  eel,  &c.    Fiftiing  is  one  of  the  greateft  diver* 
fions  the  ifland  affords.     At  the  weft  end  lies  the  harbour  of  Mar- 
diket,  formed  by  Smith  Point  on  the  fouth-weft,  by  Eel  Point  on 
the  north,  and  Tuckanut  Ifland  on  the  north-weft;  but  it  is  neither 
fo  fafe  nor  fo  good  anchoring  ground  as  that  near  which  the  town 
ftands :  three  fmall  creeks  run  into  it,  which  yield  eels  of  a  bitter 
tiifte.   Not  far  from  Shemah  Point  there  is  a  conliderable  track  of  even 
ground,  being  the  leaft  fandy  on  the  ifland.    It  is  divided  into  fevcn 
fields,  one  of  which  is  planted  by  that  part  of  the  community  which 
are  entitled  to  it.    This  is  called  the  common  plantation,  a  fimpl? 
but  ufeful  expedient ;  for  were  each  holder  of  this  track  to  fence  his 
pr»perty,  it  would  require  a  prodigious  quantity  of  pofts  an.!  rails, 
which  are  to  be  purchafed  and  fetched  from  the  main.    Infl;ead  of 
thofe  private  fubdivifions,  each  man's  ayotment  of  land  is  thrown 
into  the  general  field,  which  is  fenced  at  the  expenfe  of  the  parties; 
•within  it  every  one  does  with  his  own  portion  of  the  ground  what- 
ever 
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tvtr  he  pleafcs.    This  apparent  community  favci  a  very  material 
cxpenfe,  a  great  deal  of  labour,  and,  perhaps,  raifes  a  fort  of  cmula* 
tion  among  them  which  urges  every  one  to  fertilize  his  fltare  with 
the  greateft  care  and  attention.    Thus  every  ftvcn  yenrt  the  whole 
of  this   track  is  under  cultivation,    and  enriched  by  manure  and 
ploughing,  yields  afterwards  excellent  pafturc ;  to  which  the  town 
cows,  amounting  to  five-hundred  or  more,  are  daily  led  by  the 
town  fliepherd,  andas  regularly  driven  back  in  the  evening.    The 
bell  land  on  the  ifland  is  at  Palpus,  remarkable  for  nothing  but  a 
houfe  of  entertainment.    Quayes  is  a  fmall  but  valuable  track,  long 
fince  purchafed  by  a  Mr.  Coffin,  who  has  crci^ted  the  bt-fl:  houle 
OD  the  idand.    By  long  attention,  proximity  of  the  fea,  &c.  this 
fertile  fpot  has  been  well  manured,  and  is  now  the  garden  of  Nan- 
tucket*   Adjoining  to  it,  on  the  weft  fide^  there  is  a  fmall  ftrcam, 
on  which  there  is  erected  a  fuHing*mill ;  on  the  eaft  fulc  is  the  lot, 
known  by  the  name  of  S<]uam,  watered  likcwHc  by  a  fmall  rivulet, 
on  which  ftands  another  fulling-mill.     Here  is  a  fine  luumy  ibil, 
producing  excellent  clover,  which  is  nio\v(d  twice  a  year.   Thefc 
mills  prepare  all  the  cloth  which  is  made  here :  having  fo  large  a 
flock  of  flieep  the  inhabitants  abound  in  wool ;  part  of  this  they 
export,  and  the  reft  is  fpun  by  their  induflrious  wives,  and  converted 
into  fubftantial  garments.     To  the  fouth-caft  is  a  great  divifion  of 
the  ifland  fenced  by  itlelf,  known  by  the  name  of  Sialconcct  lot:  it 
is  a  very  uneven  track  of  ground  abounding  with  fwamps ;  here  the 
inhabitants  turn  in  their  fat  cattle,  or  ftich  as  they  intend  to  ftalU 
feed  for  their  winter  provifions.    If  is  on  tlu:  fliores  ol'this  part  of 
the  iflandt  near  Pochick  Rip,  where  they  catch  their  beft  flfli,  fuch  as 
fea  bafs,  tew-tag,  or  black  fifli,  ccd,  fmelt,  j^rch,  flituliiic,  pike^  &c. 
They  have  eredted  a  few  fiftiing-houfes  on  this  fliore,  as  well  as 
at  Sankate's   Head  and  Sufl*ukatch&  Beach,  where  the  flflicrmen 
dwell  in  the  fifliing  feafon.    Many  red  cedar  bulhes  and  beach  grafs 
jrrow  on  the  peninfulaof  Coitou;  the  foil  is  light  and  fandy,  and 
lerves  as  a  receptacle  for. rabbits.    It  is  here  that  th«ir  llieep  find 
flielter  in  the  fuow  ftornis  of  the  winter.    At  the  north  end  of  Nan- 
tucket, there  is  a  long  point  of  land  projeAing  far  into  the  fea, 
called  Sandy  Point ;  nothing  grows  on  it  but  plain  grafs ;  and  tliis 
is  the  place  where  the  inhabitants  often  catch  porpoifes  and  fliarks, 
On  this  point  they  commonly  drive  their  horfcs  in  the  fpring  of  the 
year,  in  order  to  feed  00  the  grafs  it  bears,  which  is  ufclefs  when 
arrived  at  maturity.    Between  this  point  and  tlic  main  ifland  thcie 


I*    ' 

ll 


Ij6  GENERAL   OlSbRI^tlO^ 

it  a  vnlunble  fait  meadow,  called  Ci'oflcatyi  with  a  pond  of  the  fame 
name,  famous  for  black  ducki.  Squitn  aboundf  in  clover  and  herds* 
graft  t  thofe  who  polTefi  it  follow  no  nMrltimc  occupation,  and 
therefore  negleA  nothing  that  can  render  it  fitrtilt  and  prufitable. 
The  reft  of  the  tindefcribed  part  of  the  ifland  It  open,  and  fervts  as 
a  cominon  paflure  for  their  ilieep.  To  the  weft  of  the  ifland  is 
Tackaniick,  where,  in  the  fpring,  their  young  cattle  Are  driven  to 
feed ;  it  has  a  few  oak  buflies,  and  two  frefh  water  pondi,  abounding 
uith  teals,  brandts,  and  many  other  fea  fowli,  brought  to  this  ifland 
by  the  proximity  of  their  fand  bankn  and  fliiillows  j  where  thou- 
fands  are  fccn  feeding  at  low  water.  Here  they  have  neither  wolves 
iior  foxes ;  thofe  inhabitants,  therefore,  who  live  out  of  town,  raife* 
with  all  fecnrity,  as  much  poultry  ai  they  want.  In  funnner  this 
climate  is  extremely  pleafant,  the  henti  being  tempered  by  the  fcU 
breezes,  with  which  it  is  perpetually  lefreflicd.  In  tlie  winter,  how- 
ever, the  inhabitants  pay  feverely  for  tliufe  advantages ;  it  is  ex- 
tremely cold ;  the  north-weft  wind,  after  having  efcapcd  from  the 
mountains  and  forefts,  free  from  all  impedimi  nt  in  its  fliott  paflage^ 
blows  with  redoubled  force,  and  renders  this  ifland  bleak  and  un« 
romfurtable.  On  the  other  hand,  the  goodnefi  of  the  houfes,  the 
fncial  hofpitality  of  their  inhabitants,  and  their  good  cheer,  make 
ample  amends  for  the  feverity  of  the  feuibn. 

This  ifland,  as  has  been  already  hinted,  appcari  to  be  the  funimit 
of  fome  huge  fandy  mountain,  affording  foffle  acres  of  dry  land 
for  the  habitation  of  man ;  other  fubmarine  onci  He  to  the  Southward 
o(  this,  at  different  depths  and  different  diftancei.  This  dangerous 
region  is  well  known  to  the  mariner!  by  thd  name  ot  Nantucket 
Shoals :  thefeare  the  bulwarks  which  fo  powerfully  defend  this  ifland 
from  the  impulfe  of  tlie  mighty  ocean,  and  repel  the  force  of  its 
waves,  which,  but  for  ttiefe  accumulated  barriers,  would  ere  now  have 
diflblved  its  foundations,  and  torn  it  in  pieces.  Thefe  are  the  banks 
^which  afforded  to  the  firft  inhabitant!  of  Nantucket  their  daily  fub- 
.flftence ;  it  was  ftom  thefe  flioals  that  they  drew  ttie  origin  of  that 
wealth  which  they  now  poflefs ;  and  Ic  Wat  the  fchool  v  here  they 
flrft  learned  how  to  venture  farther,  as  the  flfti  of  their  coaft  receded. 
The  ftiores  of  this  ifland  aboimd  with  the  foft*fltelled,  the  hard- 
Ihelled,  and  the  great  Tea  clama,  a  mgft  nutritiout  fliell-fifli:  their 
fands,  their  fliallows,  are  covered  with  them  |  they  multiply  fo  faft> 
that  they  ate  a  never-failing  reiburce.  ThefCy  and  the  great  variety 
of  fifli  they  Catch,  conAitute  the  principal  food  of  the  inhabitants. 

,  a  *  It 
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Tr  was  likcwife  that  of  tl.c  :i!)oii^iiiL's,  whom  the  fuH  fcttlcrs  round 
here  ;  the  poilcrily  of  whom  lull  live  to)jctlicr  in  decent  luulcs  along 
the  Ihorcs  of  Miaco.iict  ponJ,  011  the  foiiih  lulo  of  the  illuiul :  they 
rtJt;  an  indiiltiious,  hjrmLr,.racc,  as  expert  and  as  fund  of  a  ftafaring 
life  as  their  fellow  inhubit.uita,  the  whiles. 

This  ill.ind  is  become  one  of  the  counties  of  this  Stntc,  known  by 
the  name  of  Nantucket.  The  inhabitants  eiijoy  her:  tlic  fame  mu- 
nicipal cftabliniment  in  common  with  the  rcrt  ;  and,  therefore,  every 
rcquilite  olIic>.'r,  fiich  as  flK-ntf,  j.iilice  of  the  peace,  fupcrvilbrs, 
afleflbrs,  conUablcb,  overfecrs  of  the  poor,  ^0.  'I'iic  taxci  aie  pro- 
portioned to  thole  of  the  mcfiopolis  j  they  r.t-e  levied  by  valuations, 
a;;reed  on  and  fixed  v:coriling  to  the  laws  of  the  province,  and  by 
all'cfrments  formed  by  th.e  alienors,  n ho  are  yearly  chofcn  by  the 
people,  nnd  whofe  oiKce  obliges  them  to  take  either  an  oath  or  an 
alfirniitioii.  Two-thirds  of  the  magillrates  they  have  here,  arc  of  the 
fociety  of  i"i  lends. 

The  inhabitants,  efpecially  the  females,  are  fondly  attached  to 
the  illand,  and  few  wifli  to  migrate  toamore  defirablc  fitiiation. 

They  arc  piincipally  Quakers;  but  there  is  one  fociety  of  Con- 
jrregat'.onalifts.  Forty  years  ago  there  were  three  congregations  of 
Inciiansi  each  of  which  had  a  houle  for  worfliip  and  a  teacher :  their 
lail  Imhan  j)aftor  died  ten  years  fince,  asid  was  a  worthy,  refpeiftable 
ch^r*^J>er, 

Illand  of  Martha's  Vineyard,  which  lies  a  little  to  the  vveflward  of 
Nantucket,  is  about  twenty-one  miles  in  length  and  from  feven  to 
t  ight  miles  in  breadth  :  it  lies  nine  miles  from  the  continent,  and, 
with  the  Elizabeth  lilands,  forms  one  of  the  counties  of  MafTachufetts 
bay,  known  by  the  name  of  Duke's  County.  Thofe  latter,  whicU 
are  fix  in  number,  are  about  nine  miles  diftant  from  the  Vineyard, 
and  are  all  famous  for  excellent  dairies.  A  good  ferry  is  eftabliflied 
between  F.dgar-Town  and  Falmouth  on  the  main,  the  diftance  be- 
ing nine  miles.  Martha's  X'^incyard  is  divided  into  three  towndiips; 
viz.  Edgar,  Chilmark,  and  Tilbury.  Edgar  is  the  bell  fea-port,  and 
the  fliire  town  ;  and  as  its  foil  is  light  and  landy,  many  of  ita 
inhabitants  follow  the  examp'e  of  the  people  of  Nantucket.  The 
town  of  Chilmark  has  no  good  harbour,  but  the  land  is  excellent, 
and  noway  inferior  to  any  on  the  continent:  it  contains  excellent 
padures,  convenient  brooks  for  mills,  ftone  for  fencing,  8:c.  The 
town  of  Tilbury  is  remarkable  for  the  excellence  of  its  timber,  and 
has  a  harbour  where  the  water  is  deep  enough  for  fhips  of  the  line. 
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*rhe  ftock  of  the  ifland  is  more  than  twenty  tboufand  fllcep,  (Wd 
thoufand  neat  cattle,  befides  horfes  and  goats ;  they  have  alfo  feme 
deer,  and  abundance  of  fea-fowls.  This  has  been  from  the  begin- 
ning, and  is  to  this  day  the  principal  fcminary  of  the  Indians ;  they 
live  on  tliat  part  of  the  illand  which  is  called  Chapoquidick,  and 
were  very  early  chriftianifed  by  the  rcfpci5lable  family  of  the  Mahews, 
the  tirft  proprietors  of  it.  The  firft  fettler  of  that  name  conveyed 
by  will  to  a  favourite  daughter  a  certain  part  of  it,  on  which  there 
grew  many  wild  vines;  thence  it  was  called  Alartha's  Vineyard,  after 
her  name,  which  in  proccfs  of  time  extended  to  the  whole  ifland. 
The  pofterlty  of  the  ancient  Aborigines,  remain  here  on  lands  which 
their  forefathers  feferved  for  themfelves,  and  which  are  rcligioufly 
kept  from  any  incroachments.  The  Indians  here  appear  by  th« 
decency  of  their  manners,  their  induftry,  and  ncatnefs,  to  be  no  \vi\y 
inferior  to  many  of  the  inhabitants  : — like  them,  they  arc  labo- 
rious and  religious,  which  are  the  principal  charafteriftics  of  the, 
four  Nevv-Euglaud  provinces  ;  they  often  go,  like  the  young  n;en  ot 
the  Vineyard,  to  Nantucket,  and  hire  themfelves  for  whalemen  or 
fifliermen ;  and,  indeed,  their  fkill  and  dexterity  in  all  fea  affairs  la 
nothing  inferior  to  that  of  the  whites.  The  latter  are  divided  into 
two  clafles ;  the  firft  occupy  the  hind,  which  tbcy  till  with  ndmir.iblc 
care  and  knowledge ;  the  fecond,  who  are  poffcflcd  of  none,  apply 
themfelves  to  the  fea,  the  general  refource  of  mankind  in  this  pint 
of  the  world.  This  ifland,  therefore,  like  Nantucket,  is  become  n 
great  ntirfery,  which  fupplies  with  pilots  and  feamen,  the  numcrcnis 
coafters  with  which  this  extended  part  of  America  abounds.  Go 
where  you  will,  from  Nova  Scotia  to  the  Mifliflinpi,  you  will  find 
almoft  every  where  fome  natives  of  thefe  two  illands  employed  in 
fcafaring  occupations.  Their  climate  is  fo  favourable  to  populatiouy 
that  marriage  is  the  objedt  of  every  man's  earliell;  with  ;  and  it  is  n 
bleiTmg  fo  eafily  obtained,  that  great  numbers  arc  obliged  to  quit 
their  native  land  and  go  to  fome  other  countries  in  quefl.  of  f\ib* 
liftence. 

Here  are  to  be  found  the  mofl  expert  pilots  either  for  tlie  grcnt 
bay,  their  found,  Nantucket  flioals,  or  the  dificrent  ports  in  their 
neighbourhood.  In  ftormy  weather  they  are  always  at  ica  looking 
out  for  vefr<;ls,  which  they  board  with  fingular  dexterity,  and  hardly 
ever  fail  to  bring  fafe  to  their  intended  hai-bour, 

Gayhead,  the  wcllermcft  part  of  the  ifland,  containing  about  two 
thoufand  four  hundred  acres,  is  very  good  tillage  land,  and  is  wholly 
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Dteiipied  by  Indians,  but  not  well  euttivftted.  OnC'tltird  of  this  traft 
U  the  projHTty  of  the  Englifli  focicty  for  propagating  the  gofpel  in 
Nfiw4  n^liind.  The  principal  prmliK^tieni  of  the  illand  are  corn, 
ryPf  ttnl  nnts.  Tiiey  raife  flieep  and  cattle  in  eonftderable  numbers. 
Thi  in'.iabifants  of  this  county  (end  three  reprefentatives,  and, 
ill  totijtini'tion  with  Nantucket,  onefeiwtor  to  the  General  Court. 

The  other  ifland*  of  ronfidcration  are  in  Maflhthufefts  Kay,  which 
If  tttjf'eably  divcrfified  by  about  forty  of  varimis  fi««s  s  feven  of  them 
OJily  are  within  the  jurifdiftion  of  the  tewn  of  Bofton,  and  taxed 
^vifh  It.  Caftie  llland  is  about  three  mtli^D  from  BoAon,  and  contains 
iihoiit  eighteen  acres  of  land.  Tlie  buildingf  iire  the  Governor's 
h«ufo,  M  magazine,  gaol,  barracks,  jtnd  workfliops.  In  June,  17921 
there  were  confined  on  this  ifland  fmnty-fcven  convicts,  who  were 
fiiiployed  in  the  manufacEture  of  nails,  and  guarded  by  a  company  of 
between  fixty  and  feventy  foldiers.  The  fort  on  this  ifland  com* 
ttiutids  the  entrance  of  the  harbour ;  here  wet  J  nionnted  in  1 792  fifty 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  forty-four  others  diiftioiwted }  fince  that  period 
the  fortifications  have  been  much  improved. 

SOIL  AND  PRODUCTIONS. 

In  Maffachufetts  arc  to  be  found  all  the  varieties  of  foil,  from  very 
good  to  very  bad,  capable  of  yielding  ftU  *'ie  different  produdtiont 
coniinon  to  the  climate,  fuch  as  Indian  corn,  rye,  wheat,  barley,  oats, 
hemp,  flax,  hops,  potatoes,  field  beans  and  peas— apples,  pears, 
ptathcE,  plums,  cherries,  &c.  It  ha$  been  obferved,  that  the  effcfts 
of  tho  eaft  winds  extend  farther  inland  than  formerly,  .nnd  injure  the 
tender  fruits,  particularly  the  peach,  4nd  even  the  more  hardy  apple. 
The  average  produce  of  tlic  good  lands,  well  eultivated,  has  been 
crtiinttted  as  follows :  forty  bufliels  q(  corn  en  an  acre — thirty  of 
barley— twenty,  of  wheat — thirty  of  rye— one  hundred  of  potatoes. 
The  flaple  commodities  of  this  St:ite  are  fifli,  beef,  and  lumber. 

Iron  ore  in  immenfe  quantities  is  found  In  various  parts  of  this 
Sfflfc,  particnlarly  in  the  old  colony  of  I'lymouth, 

Copper  ore  is  found  at  Levcretf,  in  the  eotinty  of  Hampfliire,  antl 
at  Attleborough,  in  the  county  of  Briftol.  Several  mines  of  blaek 
lead  have  been  dil'covcred  in  Brimfitjid,  in  Hampfliire  county ;  and 
white  pipe-clay,  and  yellow  and  red  othre,  at  Martha's  Vineyard. 
Alhim  flate,  or  Hone,  has  been  found  in  fonie  parts  j  and  alfo  rud- 
dle, or  a  red  earth,  which  has  been  ufed  as  a  |^round  colour  for  prim- 
\i%  iu'ttad  of  Spanifli-brown.    In  a  quarry  of  limc-ftone,  in  the 
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parifli  of  Byefield,  in  the  county  of  EflTex,  is  found,  the  ^JbcJIos^  or 
incombuftible  cotton,  as  it  has  been  called.  Marble  has  been  found 
in  the  fame  vicinity,  and  it  is  conjeftured  that  there  are  confidcrable 
beds  of  it.  The  fpecimens  of  it  already  exhibited  have  been  beauti- 
fully variegated  in  colour,  and  admit  an  admirable  polifh.  A  marble 
quarry  at  Lanelborough  aflbrds  very  good  marble. 

Several  mineral  fprings  have  been  found  in  different  parts  of  thft 
State,  particularly  at  Lynn,  Wrentham,  Menotomy  Farifli  in  Cam- 
bridge, &c.  but  none  are  celebrated  as  places  of  refort  for  invalids, 

'  '^--        CIVIL  DIVISIONS  AND  CHIEF  TOWNS.  '■-■  '-' 

This  State  is  divided  into  eleven  counties;  viz.  Suffolk,  Effex, 
Middleff X,  Hampfhire,  Plymouth,  Briftol,  Barnftable,  Worcefter, 
and  Berkfliire,  on  the  continent,  and  Duke's  and  Nantucket  counties 
in  the  iflands  of  Nantucket,  Martha's  Vineyard,  &c.  Thcfe  counties 
contain  two  hundred  and  fixty-five  towns,  the  principal  of  which  are 
as  follou' : 

BOSTON.      "^  i'l'V     ^^\      '-     .       A-,'  J    . 

This  is  the  chief  town  of  the  county  of  Suffolk,  and  the  capital 
nnt  only  of  MalFachufetts,  but  of  New-England,  and  lies  in  latitude 
42°  23'  N.  It  is  built  on  a  peninfula  of  an  irregular  form,  at  the 
bottom  of  PJafiachufetts  Hay.  The  neck  or  ifthmus  which  joins  the 
peninfula  to  the  continent,  is  at  the  fouth  end  of  the  town,  and  leads 
to  Roxbury ;  the- length  of  the  town  itfelf  is  not  quite  two  miles, 
its  breadth  is  various;  at  the  entrance  fromRoxbury  it  is  narrow; 
t)ie  greatefl:  breadth  is  one  mile  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine 
yards;  the  buildings  in  the  town  cover  about  one  thoufaud  acres. 

In  this  town  t!iere  are  fevcnty-nine  ftrcets,  thirty-eight  lanes,  and 
twenty-one  ailtys,  exclufive  of  fquares  and  courts ;  and  about  eighty 
wharfs  and  qiiays  vcrv  convenient  for  velfels;  the  principal  wharf 
extends  fix  hundred  yards  into  the  fea,  and  is  covered  on  the  north 
ficle  with  1  rre  and  convenient  {lores  ;  it  far  exceeds  any  other  wharf 
in  the  United  States.  •  '    '■  ..... 

In  Tolhin  arc  Seventeen  houfes  for  public  worfliip  ;  of  which  nine 
arc  for  Congrej^atiunalill?,  three  for  Epii'copalians,  two  for  Baptifts, 
one  for  the  Irieu'ls,  one  fcrUnivcr{alift?,  and  one  for  Roman  Catho- 
lics ;  then;  are  alio  feveral  piiblie  fchools,  ilatc  banks,  &c.  which  wc 
fliall  fiotice  under  their  relpet'^ive  leads.  The  other  public  build- 
ing' are  the  f.ate  Iiouie,  court  houfe,  goal,  Ii.reuil  hall,  :.n  alms 
houie,  a  workhoufe,  a  bridcwtl!,  and  powder  magazine,  &c.  &c. 
1  '  That 


GF    MASSACHUSETTS. 


I4» 


(los^  or 
1  found 

dcrable 
beauti- 
,  marble 

ts  of  thft 
n  Cam- 
alids. 


k,  Effex, 

'orcefter, 

counties 

counties 

vhich  are 


he  capital 
n  latitude 
Ti,  at  the 
I  joins  the 
and  leads 
two  miles, 
5  narrow ; 
thiity-nine 
acres, 
anes,  and 
lout  eighty 
ipal  wharf 
the  north 
)ther  wharf 

which  nine 
or  Baptifts, 
fnan  Cntho- 
:.  which  wc 
nblic  build- 
jll,  ;,n  alms 
le,  &c.  &c. 
That 


That  building  which  was  formerly  the  governor's  houfe,  is  now  oc- 
cupied  in  its  feveial  apartm  nts,  by  the  council,  the  treafurcr,  and 
the  fticrerary ;  the  two  latter  hold  their  offices  in  it.  Moft  of  the 
public  buildings  are  handfome,  and  fome  of  them  are  elegant.  The 
town  is  irregularly  built,  but,  as  it  lies  in  a  circular  form  around  the 
harbour,  it  exhibits  a  very  handfome  view  as  you  approach  it  from- 
the  lea.  On  the  weft  fide  of  the  town  is  the  mall,  a  very  beautiful 
public  walk,  adorned  with  rows  of  trees,  and  in  view  of  the  com- 
mon, which  is  always  open  to  refrefliing  breezes.  Beacon  hill,  on 
which  a  handfome  monument,  commemorative  of  fome  |of  the 
moft  important  events  of  the  hue  war,  has  lately  been  erefted, 
overlooks  the  town  from  the  weft,  and  affords  a  fine  variegated 
profpei^i. 

The  harbour  of  Bofton  is  fafe,  and  large  enough  to  contain  five 
hundred  fliips  at  anchor,  in  a  good  depth  of  water ;  while  the  en- 
trance '  fo  narrow  as  fcarcely  to  admit  two  fliips  abreaft.  It  is  dir 
verfitii'f'        SK--:  have  already  obferved,  with  forty  iflands,  which  af- 
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•age,  hay,  and  grain.    About  three  miles  from  the 


town  is  the  caftle,  which  commands  the  entrance  of  the  harbour. 

The  market  in  this  town  isfupplied  with  abundance  of  beef,  pork, 
mutton,  lamb,  veal,  and  poultry,  and  of  a  quality  equal  to  any  in  the 
world,  and  alfo  with  meal,  butter,  theefe,  roots,  vegetables,  and  fruits 
of  various  kinds,  in  great  plenty.  The  fifti  market  is  alfo  excellent, 
and  not  only  fumiihes  the  tables  of  the  rich  with  fome  of  the  greateft 
dainties,  but  is  alfo  a  fingukr  blelTing  to  the  poor. 

At  an  annual  meeting  in  March,  feven  fele£t  men  are  chofen  for 
the  more  immediate  government  of  the  town  ;  at  the  fame  time  are 
elefted  a  town  clerk,  a  town  treafurer,  twelve  overfoers  of  the  poor, 
twelve  firewards,  twelve  clerks  of  the  market,  twelve  fcavengers, 
and  twelve  conftables,  befides  a  number  of  other  officers.  Attempts 
have  been  made  to  change  the  government  of  the  town  from  its  pre- 
fent  form  to  that  of  a  city,  but  the  propoled  form  not  being  confo- 
nant  to  th";  democratic  fpirit  of  the  body  of  the  people,  it  has  been 
rejeifled. 

Bofton  was  fettled  as  early  as  the  year  1630,  from  Charlefton. 
The  pcninfula  was  called,  by  the  natives,  Shawmut ;  but  the  inha- 
bitants of  Charlefton,  from  the  view  they  had  of  three  hilh,  called  it 
Trimountain.  The  new  inhabitants,  however,  named  it  Bofton, 
out  of  refpecSt  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cotton,  formerly  a  minifter  of  Bofton, 
in  England,  who  was  expe<fted  to  come  over  to  New  England.  He  was 
afierwaids  miniiler  of  the  firjl  cbuuh. 

It 
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It  h«i  been  computed,  that  during  the  iiege  in  177^1  as  many 
hotifes  were  deflroyed  in  Boilon  by  the  Britifli  troops,  as  were  burnt 
in  Charleflon.  Since  the  peace  a  fpirit  of  repairs  and  improvement 
has  difFufed  itfelf  among  the  inhabitants.  The  flreets  of  late  have 
been  lighted  with  lamps,  at  the  expenfe  of  (he  town ;  and  fome  fmall 
beginnings  have  beer»  made  towards  improving  the  ftreets  by  new 
paving  theni)  which  it  is  hoped  will  flimulate  to  like  improvements 
through  the  town.  The  principal  manufeftures  here,  are,  rum, 
beer,  paper  hangings,  of  which  twenty-four  thoufand  pieces  are  an- 
nually made,  loaf  fngar,  cordage,  cards,  fail  cloth,  fpermaceti  and 
tallow  candles,  glafs ;— there  are  thirty  diflilleries,  two  breweries, 
eight  fugar  houfes,  and  eleven  rops  walks.  A  few  years  may  render 
the  metropolis  of  Maflachufetts  as  famed  for  arts,  manyfaftures  an4 
commerce,  as  any  c}ty  in  the  United  States,  ..       ;  ;   ;; , ,,;,    '  ,■   <   . 


SALEM, 

This  is  the  fecond  town  for  fize  in  the  Commonwealth,  and  th« 
capital  of  the  county  of  Eflex,  containing  nine  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  houfes,  and  except  Tlymouth,  the  oldeft ;  it  was  fettled  in 
162S,  by  Governor  Endicot,  and  was  called  by  the  Indians,  Naum- 
keag.  Here  r.re  a  meeting  of  Quakers,  an  epifcopal  church  ."'id  five 
congregational  focieties.  The  town  is  fityated  on  a  peninfula, 
formed  by  two  faiail  inlets  qf  the  fea,  called  North  and  South  ri- 
vers. The  former  of  thefe  pafles  into  Beverly  Harbour,  and  has  a 
draw-bridge  acrofs  if,  built  many  years  ago  at  private  expenfe. — At 
this  place  fome  part  of  the  fliippingof  the  town  is  fitted  out ;  but  the 
priiicipal  harbour  and  place  for  bufinefs  is  on  the  other  fule  of  the 
town,  at  South  river,  if  that  may  be  properly  called  a  river,  which 
depends  on  the  flowing  of  the  fea  for  the  water  it  contains.  So 
ilioal  is  tliij  harbour,  that  vefl'els  which  draw  more  than  ten  or  twelve 
feet  of  water,  muft  be  laden  and  unladen  at  a  diftance  from  the  wharfs 
by  the  affiftance  of  lighters.  Notwithftanding  this  inconvenience, 
ir.or*  navigation  is  owned,  and  more  trade  carried  on  in  Salem  than 
in  any  port  in  the  Commonwealth,  Bofton  excepted.  The  fifl;ery, 
the  trade  to  the  Weft-Indies,  to  Europe,  to  the  coaft  of  Africa,  to 
the  Eaft-Indies,  and  the  freighting  bufinefs  from  the  fouthern  States, 
are  here  all  purfued  with  energy  and  fpirit.  The  enterpri/e  of 
the  merchants  of  this  place  is  equalled  by  nothing  but  their  indefati- 
s^able  induftry  and  fevere  economy.  This  latter  virtue  forms  a  dif- 
tinj^uilhini;  feature  in  the  chara(5tcr  of  the  people  of  this  town.  Some 
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)»erfons  of  ran'.;,  in  former  times,  having  carried  it  to  an  unbe- 
coming length,  gave  a  character  to  the  people  in  general  of  a  diA 
graceful  parfimony.  But,  whether  this  reproach  was  ever  juftly 
applied  in  (o  extenfive  a  meafure  or  not,  nothing  can  be  more  inju- 
rious than  to  continue  it  at  the  prefent  time  ;  for  it  may  juftly  be 
(aid  of  the  inhabitants  of  Salem  at  this  day,  that,  with  a  laudable  at- 
tention to  the  acquifition  of  property,  they  exhibit  a  public  fpirk 
and  hofpitality,  alike  honourable  to  themfelves  and  their  country.  A 
general  plainnefs  and  neatnefs  in  drefs,  buildings  and  equipage,  and 
a  certain  ftillncfs  and  gravity  of  manner,  perhaps  in  fome  degree 
peculiar  to  commercial  people,  diftinguilh  them  from  the  citizens 
of  the  metropolis.  It  is  indeed  to  be  wlflied  that  the  fober  induftry 
here  fo  univerfally  pradii'cd,  may  become  more  extenfive  through 
the  Union,  and  form  the  national  charafter  of  the  federal  Ame- 
ricans. 

Acourthoufe,  built  in  1786,  at  the  joint  expenfe  of  the  county 
and  town,  forms  a  principal  ornament,  and  is  executed  in  a  ftyle  of 
architefture  that  would  add  to  the  elegance  of  any  city  in  the  Union. 
The  Supreme  Judicial  Court  holds  a  term  here  the  fecond  Tueiday 
of  November,  tlie  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  Sellions,  the  fe- 
cond Tucfday  of  March  and  September. 

A  manufaftory  of  duck  and  fail  cloth  has  been  lately  inftituted 
here,  and  is  profccuted  with  much  fpirit. 


MARBLEHEAD. 

South-eaft  from  Snlem,  and  four  miles  diftance  from  it,  in  the 
fame  county,  lies  Marblehead,  containing  one  epifcopal,  and  two 
congregational  churches,  befides  a  fmall  fociety  of  feparatifts.  The 
chief  attention  of  this  town  is  devoted  to  the  bank  fifliery,  and  more 
is  done  in  that  line  than  in  any  port  in  the  government.  The  late 
•war  putting  a  total  ftop  to  this  bufinefs,  and  vail  numbers  of  the 
men  before  eniployed  in  it  'being  loft  by  land  and  water,  the  peace 
found  thofe  who  furvived  in  circumftances  of  great  diftrefs.  Great 
exertions  weic  made  to  revive  the  former  courfe  of  bufinefs,  and  it  is 
lamented  by  every  friend  to  induHry  and  the  profperity  of  the 
country,  that  thefc  exertions  have  not  been  crowned  with  more  fuc- 
cik  ;  every  thing  here  has  more  and  more  the  fymptoms  of  decay. 
The  yrcat  number  of  widows  and  orphans  caufed  by  the  war,  ard 
left  at  the  clcfe  of  it  to  the  charge  of  the  town,  are  a  melancholy 
burthen  which  nothing  lefs  than  governmental  aid  can  reHe\*e.    A 
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lottery  has  bccii  granted  by  the  legiflature  for  the  double  piirpofe  of 
lefiening  the  weight  of  this  burthen,  and  repairing  the  fea  wall,  which 
proteAs  the  harbour,  and  which  was  in  imminent  danger  of  giving 
way,  to  the  great  detriment^  if  not  utter  ruin  of  the  port. 

A  peculiarity  obfervable  in  this,  as  well  as  other  filhing  towns, 
may  be  worthy  mentioning.  The  ipiing,  fiimmer,  and  autumn^ 
being  entirely  occupied  in  the  laborious  pnifuit  of  their  employment^ 
leaves  no  time  for  amufenient.  Ih  winter,  every  thing  is  different. 
There  are  few  calls  to  labour,  and  all  are  devoted  to  mirth  and  jol- 
lity. A  continual  round  of  gaiety  and  diflipation  occupies  the  fiflief- 
man's  time,  until  returning  fpring  calls  him  to  returning  labour^ 
tvhich  he  then  purfues  as  eagerly  as  he  did  juft  before  his  amufe* 
ments. 

NEWEtTRY  ronr; 

Kewbury  Port,  in  Eflex,  oiiginaily  part  cf  Newbury,  from  which 
its  incorporation  detached  it  in  1764,  and  by  which,  and  Merri- 
mack river,  it  is  wholly  encircled,  is  perhaps  the  moft  limited  in-its 
extent  of  land,  of  any  townihip  in  the  Commonv/ealtli,  containing 
but  about  fix  hundred  and  forty  acres.  Here  are  four  houfes  for  pub- 
lic worfliip,  viz.  one  Epifcopali  in,  one  Prelbyterian,  and  two  Con- 
gregational. It  was  formerly  remarkable  for  the  number  of  veflels 
annually  built  here  ;  but  iince  the  commencement  of  the  late  war, 
this  bulinefs  has  in  a  great  degree  failed,  and  no  manufadure  of  con- 
fequence  has  yet  fupplicd  its  ])lace.  The  continental  frigates,  tlic 
Boston  and  Hancock,  were  built  here,  bL-fules  many  large  private 
armed  fl»ips,  during  the  war.  The  trade  to  the  Weft-Indies  is  carried 
on  here  with  much  fpirit  and  to  great  amount.  Large  quantities  of  rum 
are  diftilled,  which  is  principally  exported  to  the  fouthern  States. 
Some  veflels  are  employed  in  the  freighting  bufinefs,  and  a  few  in  the 
fifhery.  In  November,  1790,  there  were  owned  in  this  port  fix 
fliips,  forty-five  brigantines,  thirty-nine  fdiooners,  and  twenty-eight 
floops,  in  the  whole  eleven  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  leventy  tons; 
A  term  of  the  courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  General  Seflions  is  held 
here  on  the  laft  Tuefday  in  September. 

IPSWICH. 

Ipfwich,  by  the  Indians  called  Agawam,  in  the  county  of  Eflex, 
is  thirty-two  miles  N.  N.  E.  from  Boflon,  is  divided  into  five  pa- 
rifhes.  An  .excellent  fton£  bridge,  acrofs  Ipfwich  river,  compol'ed 
of  Iwo  arches,  with  one  folid  pier  in  the  bed  of  the  river,  conneds 
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tSe  two  parts  of  the  town,  and  was  executed  under  the  direction  of 
the  late  Honourable  Judge  Choate,  in  a  ftyle  of  ftrength  and  neat- 
nefs  hitherto  unequalled  in  this  country.  This  was  hsretofote  a 
place  of  much  more  confideration  than  at  prefent.  Its  decline  is  at- 
tributed to  a  barred  harbour  and  ihoal  rivers.  Its  natural  fituation 
is  very  pleafant,  and  on  all  accounts  excellently  well  calculated  to  be 
a  large  manufa£turing  town.  The  fupreme  judicial  court,  the 
courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  Seffions,  are  held  here  once  in  a  year ; 
and  from  its  central  fituation,  appears  to  be  the  moft  convenient 
place,  for  all  the  courts  and  public  offices  of  the  county. 

,i.  .  .u  -.in  ^-i^'  •/.!::  ■  CHARiESTOM.      ''  »•.  ' 'n;i-   •■'' 'im^  Oi^7' 

Charlefton,  called  by  the  aboriginal  inhabitants,  Mifhawuitt,  lies 
north  of  Bofton,  with  which  it  is  connefted  by  Charles  river  bridge, 
and  is  the  principal  town  in  Middlefex  county.  The  town,  pW« 
perly  fo  called,  is  built  on  a  peninfula,  formed  by  Myftic  river,  on 
the  eaft,  and  a  bay,  fetting  up  from  Charles  river  on  the  weft.  It  is 
very  advantageoufly  fituated  for  health,*  navigation,  trade,  and  ma- 
nufa£lure$  of  almoft  all  the  various  kinds.  A  dam  acrofs  the  mouth 
of  the  bay,  which  fets  up  from  Charles  river,  weft  of  the  town, 
would  afford  a  great  number  of  mill  feats  for  manufacturers.  Bunker, 
l^reed's,  and  Cobble,  now  Barrel's,  hills,  are  celebrated  in  the  hif- 
tory  of  the  American  Revolution ;  and  no  lefs  fo  for  the  elegant  and  ' 
delightful  profpeds  which  they  afford  of  Bofton,  and  its  charmingly 
variegated  harbour' — of  Cambridge  and  its  colleges,  and  of  an  ex- 
tenfive  traft  of  highly  cultivated  country.  ^^*'' 

The  deftni£tion  of  this  town  by  the  Britifli,  in  1775,  we  have 
mentioned  in  the  hiftorical  Iketch  we  have  given  of  the  war.  Before 
its  deftruftion,  feveral  branches  of  manufactures  were  carried  on  to 
great  advantage,  fome  of  which  have  been  fince  revived ;  particu  - 
larly  the  manufaiSlure  of  pot  and  pearl  afti,  mm,  fliips,  leather  in  all 
its  branches,  filver,  tin,  brafs  ahd  pewter. 
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CAMBRIDGE   AND   CONCORD. 

Thefe  are  the  moft  confiderable  inland  towns  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  the  former  is  four  miles  from  Bofton,  and  is  a  pleafant 
town,  and  the  feat  of  the  uuiverfity;    The  latter  is  nineteen  miles 

*  In  three  years,  ending  179 1,  eighty  perfons  died,  nineteen  of  whom  were  upwards 
of  fixty  years  old ;  ten  v.cre  upwards  of  feventy  j  four  upwards  ef  eighty,  and  one 
ninety. 

Vor..IL  ,        y  N.W. 
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N.  W.  of  Boflron,  and  is  alfo  a  pleafai^f,  healthy,  thriving  towit* 
The  Provincial  Cpngrefs  fat  in  Concord  in  1774,  and  the  general 
court  have  frequently  held  their  feffions  here  when  contagious  difeafes 
have  prevailed  iti  the  capital.  This  town  is  rendered  famous  in  hif- 
tory  by  its  beipg  the  place  where  the  firft  oppolition  was  made  to  the 
Britiih  troop«,  on  the  memorable  19th  of  April,  1775,  The  public 
buildings  are,  a  congregational  church,  a  fpacioui  ftone  gaol,  the 
bell  in  New-England,  and  a  county  court  houfe.  The  town  is  ac- 
CpmiDodated  with  three  handfome  bridges,  one  of  which  is  two  hun- 
dred and  eight  feet  long,  and  eighteen  feet  wide,  fupported  by  twelve 
piers,  built  after  the  manner  of  Charles  river  bridge;  in  1791,  there 
were  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  ninety  inhabitants  in  this  town, 
eighty .  of  whom  were  upwards  of  feventy  years  old.  for  thii  teen 
yeaiis  paft,  the  average  number  of  deaths  has  been  feventeen,  one  in 
fpur  of  whom  were  feventyyears  old  and  upwards.        ^  _.-,  ,  ,  , 

.     _..    ..   J   ..       •  .  ..  .  ^  •  '.Li./.lf.j  ttJfli:-: , 


Plymouth,  the  principal  town  b  the  county  of  the  fdme  name,  and 
the  capit;)!:  of  th^  old  colony,  io  caUed,  is  forty-two  miles  S.  £.  of 
Bpftoi),  and  cpiuains  u bout  three  hundred  houfes.  Before  the  war,  the 
inUalpit^anU  of  this  towo  employed  ninety  fail  of  veiTels,  chiefly,  in  tlie 
iiihing  bufinefs.  But  in  tlie  courie  of  the  war,  they  were  moftly 
taken  or  deftroyed  by  the  enemy,  and  their  feamen  captured,  and 
nwny  of  the  inbnbitants  reduced  to  indigence.  They  have,  fincc, 
ia  a  great  meafure,  emerged  from  their  diftrefled  ftate-  The  har- 
bour is  fpacious,  but  the  water  is  not  deep<  The  town  is  famous 
for  being  the  firft  place  fettled  by  the  pious  anceftors  of  the  Ncw- 
Englanders,  in  1620.  >-  -:'.(..  -..;  :«;»». ,iii. 

WOaCESTER. 

Worcefter,  the  fliiie  town  of  the  county  of  the  fame  name,  is  the 
largeft  inland  town  in  New-England,  and  is  fituated  about  forty- 
feven  miles  weftward  of  Boftpn.  The  public  buildi.-xgs  in  this  town, 
are  two  congregational  churches,  a  court  houfe,  and  a  ftrong  ftone 
gaol.  The  inhabitants  carry  on  a  large  inland  trade,  and  manu- 
facture pot  and  pearl  afti,  cotton  and  linen  goods,  befides  fome 
other  articles. 

,  I'riijting,  in  its  various  branches,  is  carried  on  very  extcnfively  in 
this  town,  by  Ifaiah  Thomas,  who,  in  the  year  1 791,  carried 
through  his  prelfes  two  editions  of  the  Bible,  the  one  the  Urge  royal 
quarto,  the  firft  of  that  kind  publiflied  in  America,  the  other  a  large 
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folio,  with  fifty  copper  plates,  befides  feveral  other  books  of  confc 
quence.  His  printing  apparatus  con  lift",  of  ten  printing  prclTes, 
with  types  in  proportion ;  and  he  is  now  making  preparations  for  the 
printing  of  bibles  of  various  fmaller  kinds,  which  will  caule  him  to 
make  a  great  addition  to  his  works,  of  both  prelfes  and  types.  This 
printing  appskratus  is  now  the  largefl  in  Americ^. 

On  Connecticut  river  in  the  county  of  Hainpfliire,  there  are  a 
number  of  very  pleafant  towns,  among  which  are  Springfield  and 
HadJey,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  river ;  Northampton,  Hatfield  and 
Deerfield  on  the  weft.  Courts  are  held  in  all  thefe  places  in  their 
turn,  except  Hatfield,  Springfield  is  the  oldeft  of  thefe  towns, 
having  been  fettled  as  early  as  1636.  Its  public  buildings  are  a  con- 
gregational church,  court  houfe,  and  gaol.  A  large  proportion  of 
the  military  ftores  of  the  Commonwealth  are  lodged  here.  A  clear 
meandring  brook  runs  through  the  town  fiotn  north  to  fouth,  and 
adds  much  to  its  beauty  and  pleafantnefs, 

Stockbridge,  Great  Barrington,  and  Lenox,  are  the  principal 
towns  in  Berkftiire  county,  and  lie  from  forty-five  to  fifty-mileS 
W.  N.  W.  from  Springfield.  Befides  thefe,  there  are  many  other  towns 
in  MafTachufetts  that  are  in  a  rapid  ftate  of  improvement,  to  enuine- 
rate  the  particulars  of  which  would  extend  this  work  far  beyond  the 
bounds  propofed.  A  pretty  correct  idea  of  their  majgfhitude  and  im- 
])ortance  will,  however,  be  formed  by  the  following  accoiyit  of^ 
their  population,  trade,  &c, 

POPULATION.    '     '  V-*' 

The  number  of  inhabitants,  &c.  in  this  State,  according  to  thp 
eenfus  taken!  in  X  790,  was  as  follows ;  %^ 
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Roxbury,  . 
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566 

13 

1130 

Sharon,      .   , 

.    161 

189 

256 

258 

5'5 

5 

'034 

Stoughton,     , 

'    315 

356 

484 

477 

1012 

21 

'994 

Walpole,    .   . 

.    145 

'75 

256 

250 

494 

'5 

1005 

Wrenthani, 

•    243 

278 

471 

387 

907 
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635s 

27S 
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'I55 

1071 
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70 

4837 
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'    538 

723 

1039 

844 

2047 

42 
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•    673 

1006 

1267 

1216 

»793 

4' 
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Andover,    .    , 

1 
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881 

iiSi 

916 

2416 

79 
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t 

.    402 

5*5 

743 

612 

1414 

94 

2863 

Rowley,     .   . 

.    278 
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453 

366 

944 

9 

1772 

Bradford,  .   . 

1 

.    196 

»S3 
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263 

725 

5 
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217 
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313! 
1845J 
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748 
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682 

$02 
491 
1780 
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335 
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3*7 
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*39 
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319 

96 
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72 
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306 

17a 
429 

214 

83 
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25 
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504 
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13 '7 
87s 

1360 
801 

lOIO 
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N'u  rha.t'pton,  . 

EalHiampton,  . 

'  o'.uhampton,  . 

V.'clUi  inipfon,  . 
VVtu--;p,ingficld, 

Haifi,  d,     .    .  . 

Greenfield,    .  , 


242 

259 

75 

77 

l^C 

'35 

lOI 

102 

37-'- 

38. 

103 

IIOl 

224 
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'4'/8 
117 

2Z'i 
199 

39' 


178 

'17 
399 


77' 
221 

418 

33^ 

34^ 
7»4 


18 

/ 
2 

52 

>4 
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829 
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2367 
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380 

75» 
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94' I 
801 
1290 

853 
6.5 

8^ 
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1317 
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lOIO 
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45V 
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2367 
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u^ 
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Wertficld,  .    .   . 

348 

5*7 

56s 

I0S4 

i 

210| 

Whatc'y,    .    .    . 

120 

130 

184 

199 

353 

I 

73<' 

Williamllurgh, 

159 

'73 

258 

261 

52g 

10 

^^9 

Granville,  .    .    . 

3'9 

33-1 

496 

501 

969 

'3 

»979| 

ColfiMin,    .    .    . 

229 

"■il 

■^^^ 

37' 

687 

11 

'4^7 

Worthington,     . 

181 

188 

287 

277 

547 

5 

IKX4 

Gudicii,     .    .    . 

102 

103 

i6j 

185 

3*7 

8 

6'ii 

Sheibvirnc,      .    . 

.69 

.84 

300 

^73 

598 

12 

iiW;,! 

Coii.vay,     .    .    . 

30b 

3*' 

500 

5?8 

102 1 

.  I'? 

ac:^7 

Blau'llorJ,      .    . 

^3S 

230 

34; 

359 

7-33 

9 

14  i6 

BlmiviiJIIoh, 

101 

108 

176 

172 

343 

6c  I 
980 

Leydcn,      .    .    . 

150 

15s 

208 

298 

48 1 

t 

Charlciiiont, 

106 

no 

160 

173 

326 

665 

Chetkr,      .    .    . 

»77 

13? 

a8? 

300 

527 

1 

•' '  J  9 

Chetterfield,      . 

iSo 

190 

28^ 

3'7 

581 

2 

I '83 

Aflifield,    .   .    . 

243 

261 

354 

3^9 

735 

1 

1459 

Southwlck,     •  . 

123 

148 

a»S 

217 

397 

12 

84' 

Norwich,   .    .   . 

126 

I2C, 

187 

199 

35* 

4 

742 

Montgomery,    . 

72 

74 

110 

116 

221 

2 

449 

Cumington,   ,    . 

910 

14^ 

237 

212 

419 

5 

87H 

Plainficld,  .    .    . 

81 

85 

109 

120 

224 

5 

4sS 

MUIJlefield,   .    . 

47 

lor 

»55 

173 

280 

608 

Hiickland,  .   .   . 

119 

124 

164 

191 

3^'5 

7ie 

Rowe,    .    .   .   . 

76 

79 

119 

122 

202 

^■\:■, 

Heath,    .   .   .   . 

58 

58 

86 

105 

i83 

zr^ 

Plantation,  N0.7, 

88 

90 

'34 

156 

249 

jV'? 

Deer  field,  .    .    . 

181 

191 

354 

306 

640 

24 

5741 

Springfield,    .    . 

2^8 

266 

4^5 

359 

7S7 

13 

Long  Meadow, 

119 

126 

2C0 

1H2 

3^6 

i', 

/44} 

Hadley,      .    .   . 

13a 

143 

240 

187 

4V'> 

19 

882 

South-HacUt'v,   • 

^13 

118 

209 

181 

:S') 

10 

759 

Sunderland,   .    , 

73 

74 

J '3 

•OT 

237 

I 

462 

Montague,     .    . 

150 

»54 

7,36 

217 

45^ 

2 

906 

Northfield,     .    . 

120 

12'-'. 

224 

224 

4'5 

5 

868 

Wilbraham,  .    . 

225 

230 

382 

393 

755 

*5 

»555 

Ainherfl,    .   .   . 

176 

183 

335 

287 

609 

1      * 

,    1233 

Granby,     .    .   . 

93 

100 

164 

'54 

276 

2 

596 

Brimfield,  ,    .    . 

172 

178 

318 

309 

582 

2 

1211 

South-I3rimfield, 

98 

99 

144 

171 

291 

606 

Holland,    .   .    . 

:  65 

66 

»JS 

97 

204 

T2 

42  8' 
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3 

6 

3 

** 

g 

0 

1 

» 

55 

A 

£ 

£ 
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Ludlow,     .   .   • 

86 

94 

134 

158 

266 

2 

560 

Monfoti,    .   .   . 

188 

194 

336 

324 

653 

18 

133I 

Palme  f,      .    .   . 

117 

12s 

215 

186 

396 

12 

809 

Belchei'town,     . 

238 

240 

370 

396 

7'3 

6 

148s 

Giecnwich,    .   . 

171 

174 

271 

265 

504 

5 

1045 

Pelham,     .   .   . 

»S3 

159 

246 

277 

5'7 

1040 

Leverett,    .   .   . 

86 

87 

126 

129 

268 

1 

524 

Shurcfbury,    .   . 

»'7 

117 

160 

196 

315 

3 

674 

Wcndel,     .   .   . 

79 

80 

1C{0 

147 

242 

5'9 

Ware,     .    .   .   . 

116 

116 

189 

205 

378 

I 

773 

WarwicJc,  .   .   , 

176 

179 

279 

308 

657 

2 

1246 

New  Salem,  .   . 

254 

261 

3^° 

387 

765 

1 

'543 
784 

Orange,     .   .   . 

117 

122 

186 

203 

395 

9181 

9917 

15119 

i;oi2 
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45' 
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rn  c 
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Plymouth,      4   . 

577 

749 

646 

1546 

54 

2995 

Middleborough, 

802 

1 166 

1050 

2286 

*4 

4526 

Pembroke,      .    . 

341 

480 

433 

998 

43 

1954 

Carver,      .   .   . 

150 

214 

214 

407 

12 

847 

Plympton,      ,    . 

163 

*33 

220 

499 

,  4 

956 

Halifax,     .    .    . 

124 

178 

155 

329 

2 

664 

Duxborough,     . 

258 

378 

322 

744 

10 

'457 

Warehanj,      .    . 

135 

202 

208 

434 

10 

854 

Hanover,   .    .    . 

iiJ4 

268 

23s 

546 

35 

1084 

Abington,  .    .   . 

.55 

359 

339 

740 

.  '5 

'454 

Bridgewater,      . 

830 

1253 

1 123 

2470 

129 

4975 

Scituate,     .    .    . 

S'zi 

692 

554 

1545 

■6S 

2856 

Marfhfield,     .    . 

225 

386 

210 

645 

28 

1 26.; 

Rochefter,      .    . 

442 

1      681 

605 

1304 

54 

2644 

Kingfton,  .   ,    . 

424+ 
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1 

220 

505 

18 

503 
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5 '73 
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a9$3S 

■\j- 
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66 1 
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370 
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1428 
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366 
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704 

»7 

1466 

Mfltiifleld,     .  . 

147 

175 

»7i 

jyH 

f99 

.1 

983 

Atfleborough,  . 

3H 

384 

566 

45' 

H31 

2166 

246 

3*9 
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72 

1784 
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1H9 
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*34 

f5 
879 

62 
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28$ 

4»6 
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89 
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Kiynhttm,     .  . 
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29 
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Berkley,     .  .  . 
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2J3 
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447 

II 

850 
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298 
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362 
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1^ 
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2466 
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^46 
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2499 
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454 
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5541 

7964 

694* 

i6©74 
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651 
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47 

1991 
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1327 

33 

2678 
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5©3 

1243 

ti 
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3»' 
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974 

3 
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2 

1117 
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3 
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221 

3*4 
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4 
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Edgirton,  .    .    . 

221 

336 

318 

682 

»33» 

Tifbury,     .   .    . 

204 

rj87 

2^9 

609 

7 

1142 

Chiliiiark,       .    . 
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199 
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10 

771 

Nantucket 
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872 
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no 
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Sherburne,     . 

10 IJ 
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322 

601 

494 

9^9 
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Ward,     .    .    . 

74 

128 

'0^ 

227 

473 

Gerry,    .    .    . 

120 

178 

182 

379 

I 

740 

Vaxton,      .    . 

108 

140 

139 

271 

8 

^5^ 

Boylftoiie, 

II I 

226 

183 

415 

^5 

839 

Shrewlbary,  . 

156 

269 

209 

473 

12 

96; 

Aiho!,     .    .    . 

^13 

219 

205 

419 

5 

848 

Nevv-Brahitrcc 

124 

254 

188 

483 

M 

939 

Rutland,     .    . 

.2978 

186 

29s 

243 

526 

8 

1072 

Leicefter,    .    . 

179 

286 

24; 

537 

8 

1076 

BuTe,     .    .    . 

297 

426 

401 

748 

38 

1613 

I'etcrfliain,     . 

302 

397 

377 

7S1 

5 

1560 

Holden,      .    . 

204 

278 

267 

532 

1077 

Sutton,  .    .    . 

624 

671 

662 

1297 

12 

264S 

Oakli.iin,    .    . 

112 

191 

197 

383 

I 

772 

Grnrtoii,     .    .  _ 

162 

241 

210 

421 

87Z 

Berlin,    .    .    . 

.      81 

93 

T29 

13^ 

245 

512 

Hardvvick, 

•      245 

282 

,  460 

394 

858 

15 

1725 

Dudley,      .    . 

.     r'jg 

'83 

267 

278 

557 

12 

1 1T4 

Doiiglars,   .    . 

.  16^ 

200 

267 

264 

548 

1079 

Sturbridge,    . 

.  228 

263 

44  i; 

400 

8vS 

4 

1704 

Wcftern,    .    . 

•   124 

142 

247 

227 

414 

n 

899 

Brookfield,     . 

.  438 

i     504 

784 

762 

1547 

7 

3100 

Clrjrlton,  .    . 

.  298 

;    344 

502 

490 

97' 

2 

1965 

Spencer,     .   . 

.  192 

1         230 

338 

316 

bbz 

() 

1322 

Oxford,      .    . 

.  I4S 

i6q 

272 

236 

487 

5 

1000 

i  Uxbridfcre, 

.   179 

218 

344 

3" 

■       6-16 

17 

MoS 

1  Mcndui),    .    . 

.      222 

\ 

265 

1 

369 

795 

3 

1555; 

i^rintl 
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WORCESTER  COUNTY,  CONTINUED. 
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Towns. 

5 

0 

VO 
-    j:. 

2     3 

c 

en 

V 

1    = 

"n 
E 

J 

0 

u 

1 

4<   "^ 

it 

0 

0 

3 

3 

t   "^ 

^     -. 

g 

— ; 

*d 

S5 

J5 

U. 

u: 

b 

< 
29 

H 

Upton,  .... 

126 

J  55 

211 

199 

394 

833 

NorthbridgR,     . 

«3 

96 

137 

140 

287 

5 

569 

Mil  ford,     .    .   . 

^35 

164 

225 

175 

427 

12 

839 

Gardner,    .    .    . 

«S 

90 

121 

156 

253 

I 

531 

In  the  gore  ad- 1 
joining  Oxford  J 

33 

39 

53 

61 

123 

237 

Ju  the  gore  ad-  ^ 

joining  Stiir-     • 
bridge. 

10 

10 

IS 

20 

29 

64 

Lancaller,       .    . 

214 

2.S7 

387 

313 

737 

23 

1460 

Sterling,     .    .    . 

20.> 

248 

377 

3^>3 

687 

14 

1428 

Harvard,    .    .    . 

198 

249 

362 

298 

716 

II 

1387 

Liinenburgh, 

192 

229 

302 

310 

663 

2 

1277 

Lcominfter,    .    . 

166 

190 

314 

254 

613 

8 

I189 

Fitchburgh,   .    . 

166 

181 

265 

300 

585 

I 

II5I 

Wellniiniter, 

J  77 

195 

310 

277 

585 

4 

I  I  76 

Royalfton,      .    . 

i6t) 

192 

27s 

282 

57» 

2 

1130 

Princeton,      ,    . 

144 

159 

258 

251 

504 

3 

ioi6 

Afiiburnham,     . 

146 

161 

212 

261 

469 

9 

95' 

Winchendon,     . 

149 

158 

239 

25c 

455 

2 

946 

Templeton,   .   . 

134 

152 

232 

226 

492 

950 

Hubbarfton,  .    . 

138 

154 

221 

2  57 

440 

IS 

934 

Bolton,   .... 

'25 

148 

238 

173 

442 

I 

861 

Weftborough,    . 

118 

144 

24c 

258 

43  a 

4 

933 

Southborough,  . 

124 

154 

20i; 

189 

449 

I 

837 

No  rthbo  rough. 

83 

lOI 

161 

152 

302 

4 

619 

In  the  gore  ad-' 

joining  Leo-    i> 
niinfter,     .     J 

4 

4 

5 

10 

12 

27 

In  the  gore  ad- 

joiningFitch-    • 

2 

2 

2 

,  6 

6 

H 

burgh,      .       j 

In  the  gore  ad-"] 

adjohiing         > 

4 

4 

5 

6 

H 

26 

Princctown,   J 

2- 

..  _?7.2  9 

.1-^'li 

13679 

28lOi 

40(j 

0807 

(      .  .  ■  ■ 

X    2 
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BERKSHIRE    COUNTY. 
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TOWNS. 

J3 
*■  t 

E  §- 

S 

Oi 

1 

J3 

o 

O 

a-2 

a  »• 

fi 

s 

'it-    -                      ■          \ 

E 

e 

3 

Free  whi 

years  ai 

Free  whi 
16  yeai 

12 
if 

1 

Stockbridge, 

198 

3" 

322 

639 

64 

1336 

Weft  Stockbridgc 

178 

260 

298 

545 

10 

III3 

Lee« 

203 

286 

310 

57» 

3 

1170 

Beckct,  .   .   .   . 

I2'7 

1 95 

187 

362 

7 

751 

London,     .   .   . 

62 

96 

84 

164 

344 

Tyrington,    .   . 

236 

337 

368 

683 

9 

1397 

Great  Barrington 

221 

328 

335 

664 

46 

1373 

Alford,  .   .   .   . 

98 

142 

173 

262 

577 

Egremos;:,     .   . 

122 

187 

191 

376 

5 

759 

Mount  Wafli- 
ington,     . 

43 

57 

78 

126 

261 

Sheffield,    .    .   . 

330 

470 

463 

934 

3» 

1899 

Neiv-Marlbo- 
roiigh. 

»53 

395 

400 

742 

13 

1550 

Sandisfield,    .    . 

258 

73 

380 

810 

9 

1581 

Bethlehem,     .    . 

48 

62 

382 

125 

I 

261 

South  1 1  coo 

acres  adjoin-    ^ 

*7 

37 

43 

81 

161 

ingSandisfield  j 

Bofton  Corner  \ 

adjoining         1 
Mount  VVafli-  [ 

12 

13 

21 

33 

67 

ington,      .      J 

Lanelborough,  . 

346 

522 

547 

1058 

15 

2142 

Adams,  .... 

32  s 

473 

560 

1003 

2040 

Pittsfield,    .    .    . 

312 

494 

496 

957 

45 

1992 

Williainftown,   . 

270 

445 

454 

86s 

1769 

Richmond,     .    . 

176 

336 

291 

624 

1255 

Lenox,   .... 

181 

279 

299 

574 

17 

1 160 

Hancock,    .    .    . 

190 

297 

3»5 

58I- 

1211 

Partridgcfield,    . 

172 

250 

279 

500 

104 1 

VVinclfor,    .    .    . 

IS' 

222 

233 

454 

916 

Walh ington,      . ' 

96 

143 

160 

2^? 

2 

588 

Dalt  >n,  .... 

94 

129 

134 

283 

8 

554 

Nevv-Afliford,    . 

7« 

92 

126 

240 

2 

460 

In  the  gore  ad-^j 
joiningAdams  y 

73 

102 

121 

191 

II 

425 

and  Windfjr,  J 
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BERKSHIRE  COUNTY,  CONTINUED. 
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^ 
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U. 

< 

H 

In  the  gore  ad- 1 

joining  Wil-    > 

7 

8 

22 

21 

s^ 

liamftown, 

Zoar,aplantation 

A 

12 

^476 

12 

16 

22 

42 

3*3 

78 

4899 

7366 

7793 

14809 

30291 
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0 
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^ 

55 
6355 

:z: 

u, 

u. 

b. 

< 

H 

SufFolkCounty 

*3 

So^ti 

t  1 1371 

933-1 

.'    23IM 

1056 

»    44875 

Eflex  do.    .   , 

22 

7644 

io8"8q 

14263 

12552 

i    30208 

88c 

>    57913 

Middlefcx  do. 

41 

5998 

758c 

»   11040 

9606 

.     21494 

•     59J 

4»737 

Hampfhiredo. 

6o 

9181 

9617 

15II9 

15012 

29099 

45' 

59681 

Plymouth  do. 

'5 

4240 

5173 

7500 

6534 

■     14998 

503 

1  *9535 

BriftoJ  do.      . 

I? 

4514 

5541 

7964 

6942 

16074 

7^ 

>  31709 

Barnftahle  do. 

lO 

2343 

2889 

4200 

4097 

8685I       ^72 

'   17354 

Dukes  do. 
Nantucket  do. 

3  , 

I 

IOI3 

I558 
I872 

822 

"93 

.     714 
1016 

!  f  1696 
2301 

.'   33 
tie 

! }  7885 

VVorcefter  do. 

49 

8613 

9729   14615 

13679 

28104 

40c 

>  56807 

Bcrkihire  do. 

26 

4476 

4899 
65779 

i     7366 

7793 

:   14809!     323 

30291 

265 

543 

lA 

1  95453, 

8728^ 

190582 

— U. — jr-— 

1  5463 

378787 
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158  GENERAL    rESCRlPTION 

From  the  foregoing  account  of  the  population  of  tliis  State,  it  ap« 
pears  to  its  honour,  tliat  it  does  not  contain  a  finglc  (lave. 

The  [iopulation  of  this  State  is  rapidly  on  the  iucrcafe,  and  wc 
have  every  renfon  to  believe,  that  were  a  tirefli  cenfus  to  be  taken,  the 
total  amount  of  the  inhabitants  would  be  found  to  be  near  three 
hundred  and  ninety  thoufaud,  ,  ,     .  » 

1       >    .,        =         MILITARY  STRENGTH. 

'  From  a  view  of  the  foregoing  number  of  inhabitiints,  it  is  evident 
that  in  cafes  of  emergency,  tliis  State  can  bring  a  very  large  military 
forc^  info  adtion,  more  clpecially  when  it  is  confulcred  that  their 
active  militia  is  compofcd  uf  all  the  able-hodieJ,  white  male  citizens 
from  fixteen  to  forty  years  cf  age,  excej'ting  ofiiccrs  of  government, 
and  thofe  wlio  have  bold  commiflions,  fitc.  The  whole  is  com- 
pletely armed  and  organized,  and  is  fornjed  into  nine  divifions,  each 
commanded  by  a  major-general ;  nineteen  brigades,  confiiling  of  fe- 
venty-nine  regiments  cf  infantry  ;  eleven  battalions  of  cavalry,  and 
eight  battalions  of  artillery  ;  together  forming  a  well-regulated  body  of 
more  than  fifty  thoiifand  infantry,  two  thoufmd  cavaliy,  and  one 
thouJand  five  hundred  artillery  men,  with  fixty  pieces  of  field  artil- 
lery. This  ai5tive  military  corps  is  aflemb'ed  by  companies  for  dif- 
cipline,  in  their  rcfpciftivc  dillriils,  four  times  a  year;  and  once  a 
year  by  regiments  or  brigades  ;  at  which  time  they  are  reviewed  and 
wlpefted.   :  i     "  ■':..■■  'VI-  ;  • 

Kefidcs  the  military  ftrcngth  above  mentioned,  which  may  be 
confidered  as  the  active  militia  of  the  State,  there  are  enrolled  about 
twenty-five  thoufand  men,  from  forty  to  fixty  years  of  age,  who  are 
wblitjed  always  to  keep  themfelvts  completely  armed  ;  and  they  are 
ruyaircd,  under  penalty  by  law,  to  exhibit  their  arms  once  a  year  to 
tiieir  relpe<^f  ive  captains,  who  make  returns  thereof.  This  laft  corps 
is  called  the  alarm  lil},  and  may  be  properly  diltinguilhed  as  the 
Corps  tie  Ri-fivje  of  the  Commonvvealth. 

RELIGION,  CHARACTER,  AND  MANNERS. 

Ti;c  religion  of  this  State  or  Commonwealth  is  eftabliftied,  by 
their  t:<cel!cnt:  conftitutioii,  on  a  moft  liberal  and  tolerant  plan.  All 
pel  fons  of  whatever  religious  profofrion  or  fentiments,  may  worfliip 
God  agreeably  to  the  dictates  of  their  own  confcienccs,  unmolefted, 
provided  they  do  not  uilbirb  the  peace. 
a:*-x  '  The. 
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The  following  ftatement  (hews  what  are  the  fcvcral  relif;iou3  de- 
nominations in  this  State,  and  their  proportional  nunibers,  agreeable 
to  the  foregoing  cenlus. 


Denomiiiaiions. 

,              Number  of 

Suppofed  number  of 

• 

Congrc-',atio:is. 

each  denomination. 

Congrcgationalifls, 

400 

287,600 

Baptifls, 

84 

63,296 

Epifcopalians, 

16 

14.IC4 

Friends  or  Quakers, 

10 

7.9+0 

Prelbyterians, 

4 

3'76; 

Univerfalifts, 

2 

•    •        J»3S3 

Roman  Catholics, 

I 

694 

Total  517  378,787 

,  In  thh  ftatement,  it  is  fiippofed  that  all  the  inhabitants  in  the  State 
confider  themfelves  as  belonging  to  one  or  the  otlier  of  the  religious 
denominations  mentioned.  '  "     '' "  • 

Although  this  may  not  be  an  exaS:  apportionment  of  the  different 
fefts,  yet  it  is  perhaps  as  accurate  as  the  nature  of  the  fubjeft  \viJl 
allow,  and  fiifficient  to  give  a  general  idea  of  the  proportion  which 
the  feveral  denominations  bear  to  each  other. 

The  number  of  congregational  cbuicheb  in  i749»  was  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty. 

In  1760,  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  this  State  was  about  two 
hundred  and  fixty-eight  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fifty,  and  the 
proportion  of  the  fe^ts  was  then  nearly  as  follows,  vi^. 

Sc>fls.  Congrr-galious.        Supi">fcJ  number  of 

/  fouls  of  enchfedl* 

Congregationalifts,         ,         .  306  .  225,426 

Friends  meetings,         .         .  22  .  16,192 

Baptifls,        ....  20  •  14)723 

v        Epifcopalians,         .         ,          .  i  ^  .  9, 568 

Prelbyterians,        .          .         .  4  »  s>944 


Total  365  268,850 

The  character  and  manners  of  the  people  of  this  State  are,  as  has 
been  defcribed  in  the  general  account  of  New-England.* 


The 
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GENERAL    DESCRIPTIOK 


COMMERCE  AND  MANUFACTURES. 

The  following  abftraft  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandize,  ex* 
ported  from  this  State,  from  the  firft  of  06tobci*,  1790,  to  the  31  ft 
of  September,  1791,  will  give  the  beft  idea  of  the  articles  of  export 
from  this  State. 


EXPORTS /r<7/?;  Massachusetts,  front  ORoher  i^  i^yoy  to  Sep* 

Umber  31,  1791. 

Aifc,Pot  *  . 

—,  Pearl  • 

Apples  •  • 

Bricks  •  ♦- 

Smith's  bellows  • 

£oat8  .  • 

Beer,  ale,  and  porter,  * 

Boots  •  • 

Brimilone  . 

Blacking  or  Lampblack,  • 

Cider  .  • 


•» 


Clialk  • 

Cotton  • 

Coffee 

Cocoa  • 

Chocolate 

Candles — Myrtle 

-Wax 

u Tallow 

Cables  and  cordage 


* 


Copper — ore 

Manufactured 

Coals  •  • 

Cranberries  . 

Canes  and  walking-flicks 
Cards,  cotton  and  wool 
Coaches,  chaifcs,  phaetons, 


m 

1. 131 
33o»*So 

7S 

»S»S3» 

339 
3,280 

158 

292 

310 

10 

i3»37* 
68,04^ 

2,804 

331 

348 

169 

1,106 

3» 
•  18 

16 

20 

1,480 

.  1,548 

688 

96 

*S 
16 


tons 

do. 

brrls. 

pairs 


gat.   '^; 

pairs 

lbs. 

kegs 

brrls. 

doz. 

tons 

lbs. 

do. 

do. 

boxe< 

do. 

do. 

do. 

tons 

cwt. 

coils 

cwt.      . 

do. 

bufliels 

do.       .^ 

doz. 
Card» 
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Exports /roM  Massachusetts,  cwAnued. 


■A 


Darda 


Carts  and  waggons 

•                                 • 

4 

# 

Duck,  American 

•                         • 

288 

bolts 

Drugs — Glauber  Salts 

•                         • 

i,2ao 

lbs. 

Saflafras  root 

•                         • 

-       ,7 

tons 

Eart/jcn-ivare — Yellow,  or  queen's 

92 

crates 

Stone 

•                                 • 

as 

doz. 

Flaxfecd               . 

•                         • 

6,00 

hhds. 

Flax 

• 

2,700 

lbs. 

Feathers 

• 

100 

do. 

Flints 

• 

40,000 

Framts  */*— Boats 

•                           • 

10 

■5- 

Houfes               *• 

^•:^i^J   \  \ 

i'.  '    180 

' 

•• 

30 

Houfeboldfurniturt — 

*                        n 

•>  '_ 

Tables 

•                       • 

37 

Deiks 

• 

«3 

Bureaus            . 

•                       • 

16 

• 

Sophas 

•                         • 

5 

Chefls               « 

r' 

• 

705 

Windfor  and  rufli  chairs 

54 

Ftjlerlts-^'x^x  dried 

•                                           * 

326,560 

cwt. 

Ditto  pickled 

• 

20,177 

brrls. 

Oil,  Whale 

• 

270,810 

gal.       ' 

Oil,  Spermaceti 

ft 

70,266 

do. 

Spermaceti  Candles 

• 

2,927 

boxes 

' "'   Whalebone 

•' 

85,161 

lbs. 

Genfing 

•                                          • 

3>096 

do. 

Grindftones               . 

• 

104 

G/tf/j— Ware 

•                                           • 

21 

crates 

Window 

• 

13 

boxes 

Groceries — Caflia  and  cinnamon 

1,178 

lbs. 

Pimento 

• 

5.5SI 

do. 

Pepper 

• 

92 

do. 

Brown  fugar 

• 

3.904 

do. 

Raifins                , 

*                              • 

100 

do. 

Grain  and  pul/e— 

'• 

Wheat 

•                                           • 

5* 

buili. 

Rye 

• 

2.3  ?o 

do. 

Barlfy            , 

•                                          « 

3a 

do. 

Vol.  II. 
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ExrORTS/re/n  MASSACHUSETTS, 

continued. 

Grai*  and  ful/i'-'laiiAa  corn 

• 

69,064 

buHu 

)        Oat! 

• 

447 

do. 

Peas  and  beans 

• 

3.746 

do. 

Horns  and  horntips 

• 

7i,z8i 

Hats        ^      . 

• 

376 

Hops             .              . 

• 

650 

lbs. 

H«y 

• 

63 

toits 

Ir0n-'wrougf>t-—Axes            , 

• 

66i 

Scythes 

• 

48 

.  :'' 

Locks  and  bolts 

• 

a,ooo 

A  ■ 

Shovels 

• 

447 

Skimmers  and  ladles 

• 

»S 

pr. 

Anchors               . 

• 

66 

Mufkets 

• 

60 

'  '4  V  V. 

CutlalTes 

• 

7» 

Knives  and  forks 

• 

S40 

Chefts  of  carpenter's  tools 

V 

4 

Iro/i'caJ — Pots,  kettles,  &c. 

• 

;o« 

Cannon                . 

• 

»5 

Shot  for  cannon            , 

• 

1,000 

Iron  the  ton — Pig 

• 

«73f 

tons 

Bar               .            * 

•, 

36.1 

8  do. 

Nail  rods            . 

• 

I 

do.  i 

Hoops            .                • 

-• 

I 

do. 

Indigo 

* 

1,438 

lbs. 

Leather,  tanned  and  dreflcd 

9 

i,»40 

do. 

19 

456 

fides 

Lime             t                  . 

• 

bufh. 

Shot                .             • 

•■ 

«»SS3 

lbs. 

Lifuejlock 

Horned  cattle 

.1            ♦• 

6s« 

Horfes 

• 

3*4 

Sheep 

• 

5'  •  40 

Hogs 

• 

619 

Poultry            .             , 

f 

999 

d'oz. 

Merchandize,  foreign 

• 

179 

packages 

MoJaires 

• 

11,421 

gal. 

Alillftones 

' 

40 

Mudaid                •             • 

• 

700 

ib3. 
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ExroRTs/rofff  Maisachusbtti,  ttntlnur4» 
Madder  . 

Nails  •  . 

Nankeeni  • 

Nuts         •     i 
Naval  ^«r«— Pitch 

Tar 

Turpentine 

Rofin  . 

Oil,  Linfeed  *  • 

Powder,  Gun  t 

Hair  • 

romatum  •  . 

Faints  •  • 

J'roviJonS'^Kke 

Flour  .  . 

Ship  ftuff 

Indian  meal  . 

Rye  ditto 

Bread  . 

Beef  , 

Poik  . 

Crackers  . 

Hams  and  bacon        • 

Venifon  and  mutton  hams 

Cheefe  i  •  , 

l^rd  •  • 

Butter 

Sauiages  • 

Frelh  beef  , 

•— —  pork  • 

Carcafes  of  mutton 

Neats  tongues  . 

Oyilers,  pickled  • 

Potatoes  k      ' 

Onions  • 

i!^/r/Vi— Rum,  American  < 

,  Weft  Indian 

Brandy  .  • 

Gin  •  •   ' 
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«.034 

* 

s  0,000 

do. 

3.594 

pieces 

69s 

bu(h. 

5S» 

brrlf. 

•,8s4 

do. 

4,a66 

do. 

•3 

do. 

90 

gal. 

»3.8»4 

lb*. 

166 

do. 

4J 

do. 

'     840 

do. 

610 

tierces 

21,136 

lbs. 

114 

do. 

7,000 

bibs. 

151 

do. 

8,185 

do. 

30,499 

do. 

3.»74 

do. 

1,811 

kegs 

36,946 

Ibi. 

200 

do. 

»3.»55 

do. 

4,860 

do.      ' 

3,873 

fii-kins 

i;o 

bibs. 

91,169 

do. 

•9.334 

do. 

561 

»S4 

lbs. 

114 

kegt 

3,808 

bufli. 

5.497 

do. 

«98,3S7 

gal. 

».734 

do. 

188 

do. 

»."3 

cafes 

* 
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£J^/ri/j— Cordials  .  •  69 


cafcft- 


tadiery — Saddles  and  bridlei              « 

70 

»':'.  • 

Carriage  harnefs            .              « 

»4 

feti 

Shoes           .            .                t 

3»4oo 

pairs 

Soap               •                 It 

479 

boxes 

Snuff               •-       .         1                « 

».939 

lb3. 

Steel               .                .                « 

»7 

bundles 

Spruce,  Eflcncc  of               •              . 

31 

cafes 

Salt               .        .         •                * 

.      3»647 

bu(h. 

Seeds,  Hay                   .                     « 

60 

lbs. 

Skins  and  furs-— 

Morocco                ,                  t 

13* 

Calf  in  hair            ,                . 

390 

^ .     Deer  and  moofe        .             . 

961 

t 

Bears,  &c.             .              . 

34 

■ 

Deer  and  other  fliins  unknown 

■     A 

ihds.  calks, 
packages 

Tobacco               .                  , 

1,190 

hhds. 

Ditto,  manufadured            .•            , 

71,108 

lbs. 

Tallow            .             ,              , 

175,641 

do. 

Twine             •              «                • 

1,900 

cwt. 

Tow  cloth            .             .                , 

4*548 

yards 

Toys  for  children            ,             , 

JL    "i 

doz. 

Tin  manufafturcd            •       ,.„(..   # 

..;.     »4 

do. 

Teat — Bohea            ,             •             ■ 

6i 

chefts 

Souchong               ,                1 

io8| 

do. 

Green                «                  . 

178 

do. 

Hyfon            «            ,             , 

Ci8i 

do. 

Vinegar            ,                »             , 

0,098 

gal. 

Wines — Madeira               ,             , 

4,6m 

do; 

Other  wines            •             *   /    • 

•,.      3».94o 

do. 

Bottled               .                    « 

6 

doz. 

Wax,  Bees                .                . 

xo,as4 

lbs. 

——Myrtle            •             ,         , 

1,946 

do. 

Whips               .             ,                 , 

144 

IVbod — Staves  and  headings 

5,456,041 

Shingles                ,             « 

u,3«S,6oo 

Shooks  and  calks               • 

19,895 

Laths               «      .          |»^  _ 

»S>50« 

EXF0RT6 


■♦. 


OF    MASSACHUSETTS. 

Exports /rjw  Massachusetts,  cotnlnuett, 
|f^tf</— Hoops  and  hop-poles 

Mafts  .  , 

Bowfpritt  *  • 

Booms  .  * 

Spars  •  . 

Handfpikcs  '.  . 

Pumps  .  . 

Boxes  and  brakes  . 

Blocks  .  «t    . 

Oars  and  rafters  . 

Trunnels  .  , 

Cedar  and  oak  knees  • 

Carvings  .  . 

Anchor-ftocks  , 

Oak  boards  and  planks 

Fine  boards  and  planks, 

Other  do.  .  . 

Scantling  .  . 

Oak  and  pine  timber  . 

Oak  and  pine  do.  . 

Oak  pine  .  » 

Oak,  pifie,  and  hick'ry 

Oak  bark 

Oak  ditto  ground 

Mali  hoops  «  , 

Yokes  for  oxen 
Befides  a  variety  of  fmaller  articles. 

Value  of  goods,  wares  and  merchandize 
exported  in  the  above-mentioned  year 
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S»'»76+ 

219 

• 

. .  -  :  4» 

>.           7* 

3.443 

13,1*6 

i'^  *% 

«3 

'   1 

S6 

!    ,                 •           '.        ' 

5, 1 6* 

'*•*•, 

33.920 

ii    ■  ■.  -.V 

35»yoS 

r 

''■if   ..' '  i,,'t  - 

.'        »'0?' 

»3 

'.'     -.".    .  .4.  V 

375 

i 

568,565 

feet 

41,136,101 

do.             ,     ; 

3,448,369 

do. 

516,681 

4 

68,238   ' 

',  ■.    ■/:'". 

13*366 

tons 

6,436 

pieces 

494 

cords      ''     • 

If 

do. 

6 

hhds. 

110.. 

doz. 

'       ••^'''^  '" 

.--'     -  ;i 

dize  1       Dolls. 

a.      V  _   ' 

.'M45.97S-   S3      "'               1 

It  muft  be  noted,  that  the  foregoing  abftraft  comprehends  thofe  ar- 
ticles only  which  wera-  exported  to  foreign  ports  ;  the  domeftic  trade 
is  not  taken  into  the  account.  Shoes,  cards,  hats,  faddlery,  and  va- 
rious other  manufaftures,  and  feveral  articles  of  produce  of  the 
country,  to  a  great  amount,  were  the  fame  year  exported  to  the 
fouthem  States. 

This  State  owns  more  than  three  times  as  many  tons  of  fliipping 
as  any  other  of  the  States,  and  more  than  one  third  part  of  the  whole 

that 
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that  belongs  to  the  United  States.*  At  this  period  upwards  of  thirty, 
five  tboufand  tons  are  employed  in  carrying  on  the  fiflieries  j  fifty-fijj 
thoufaiid  in  the  coafting  bufincfs,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  tbou- 
fand five  hundred  and  fjxty  in  trading  with  almoft  all  parts  of  the 
world.  Pot  and  pearl  afties,  ftaves,  flax-feed,  bees-wax,  &c,  arc 
carried  chiefly  to  Great-Britain,  in  remittance  for  their  manufafturesi 
jnafts  and  provifions  to  the  Eaft-Indico ;  fifli,  oil,  beef,  pork,  lumberj 
candles,  &c.  arc  carried  to  the  Weft-Indies,  for  their  produce  ;  and 
ihe  two  firft  articles,  fifli  and  oil,  to  France,  Spain,  and  Portugal  ; 
TootP,  vegetables,  fruits,  and  fmall  meats,  to  Nova-Scotia  and  New« 
Brunfwick;  hats,  faddlery,  cabinet-work,  nien*s  and  women'3 
Ihoes,  nails,  tow-cloth,  barley,  hops,  butter,  cheefe,  &c.  to  the 
I'ouihern  States.  The  Negro  trade  was  prohibited  by  law  in  1778, 
ami  there  is  not,  as  before  obferved,  a  Cmgle  Jlave  belonging  to  the 
Commonwealth. 

With  regard  to  manufailures,  if  we  except  printing  types,  ftone 
wares,  pitch,  tar  and  turpentine,  and  wine,  nioft,  if  not  all  the  other 
articles  enumerated  in  the  preceding  pages,  are  inanufaftured  in  a 
greater  or  lefs  degree  in  this  State.  There  is  a  duck  manufaftory  at 
Bofton,  from  which  more  than  one  thoufand  fcvpn  hundred  bolts,  of 
forty  yards  each,  faid  to  be  the  beft  duck  ever  before  feen  in  Ame- 
ric;i,  have  been  fold  in  one  year.  Manufadories  of  this  kind  have 
been  begun  in  Salem,  Haverhill,  and  Springfield,  and  arc  in  a  pro* 
mifuig  way.  Manufa£lories  of  cotton  goods  have  been  eftabliflied  at 
Beverley  and  Worcefter ;  and  much  credit  is  due  to  the  patriotic  cha- 
racters who  began  them ;  although  by  their  perfcvering  exertions, 
they  have  not  been  able  to  furmount  tlie  various  obllacles  in  the  way 
of  fuccefs.  At  Taunton,  Bridgewater,  Middleborough,  and  foine 
other  places,  nails  have  been  made  in  fuch  quantities  as  to  prevent, 
in  a  great  me?  lure,  the  importation  of  them  from  Britain.  In  this  State 
there  are  thirteen  paper  mills,  five  on  Nepoofet  river,  five  on  Charlca 
river,  one  at  Andover,  on  Shawfheen  river,  one  at  Springfield,  and 
the  other  at  Sutton,  in  Worcefter  county.  Ten  of  thefc  mills  have 
two  vats  each,  and  when  in  aftion,  employ  ten  men,  and  as  many 
girls  and  boys,  and  produce  at  the  rate  of  fixty  thoufand  reams  of 
writing,  printing,  and  wrapping  paper,  annually.  It  is  eftimated 
that  twenty  thoufand  pounds  worth  of  priper  is  yearly  made  by 
tliefe  mills  j  and  the  quantity  and  quafity  is  annually  and  rapidly  in* 
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The  principal  card  mmnii^ory  is  in  Boftotii  and  belongs  to  Mr* 
Gilci  Richards,  and  Co.  in  which  are  iimde  yearly  about  feven  thou- 
fund  dozen  of  cotton  and  wool  cardi,  of  the  various  kinds  or  num- 
bers, wliich  confume  about  A  hundred  ctiiks  of  wire,  averaged  at 
thirty  pounds  a  calk,  aod  about  twenty  thoufand  tanned  calf,  flie«p, 
(tnd  lamb  Ikins,  at  two  fldllingi  eielu  Tlie  flicking  of  thefe  cards 
employs  not  lels  than  006  tbouland  people,  chiefly  children,  and 
about  fixty  men  are  fully  occupied  in  n)Hnufa£turitig  card  boards,  card 
tacks,  aad  finifliing  the  cards,  It  U  eftimated  that  about  twd 
thoufand  dozen  cards  are  m»de  at  the  other  manufactories  in  dif- 
fsmnt  parts  of  the  State. 

Theie  is  a  flioe  manufactory  At  Lynn,  eight  miles  to  the  north- 
ward of  Bofton,  in  the  county  of  Ifl'ex.  It  is  not  eafy  to  fix  the 
number  of  flioes  annually  made  by  the  induflrlous  inhabitants  of 
this  town,  but  it  has  been  c»timated  by  thofe  mofl  competent  to  form 
ttn  accurate  Judgment,  that,  beiidti  the  home  confumption,  and  the 
large  numbers  fent  every  week  to  Oofton  and  other  places,  feveral 
hundred  thouflmd  pair  are  fliipped  to  the  different  parts  of  the  United 
States.  One  man,  Mr.  B,  Johnfon,  from  his  own  workfhop,  in 
the  courfe  of  feven  months,  (hipped  twenty  thoufand  fix  hundred 
pair  of  Ihoes,  valued  at  four  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  feventy- 
ttlne  pounds  fix  fhillings,  exclufivf  of  large  numbers  fold  in  the  vi> 
einity. 

Silk  and  thread  lace,  of  an  elegant  texture,  are  manufactured  by 
women  and  children,  in  large  quantitiei,  in  the  town  of  Ipfwich,  in 
EfTex  county,  and  fold  for  home  tonAimption  and  exportation  in 
UoftoN,  and  other  mercantile  town«t  This  manufactory,  if  properly 
regulated  and  encouraged^  might  be  produ^ive  of  great  and  exten  • 
five  fldvantr^^es.  In  the  year  1790,  no  lefs  than  forty«one  thoufand 
nine  hundred  and  feventy-nine  yardf  were  made  in  this  town ; 
and  the  quantity,  it  is  fuppofed,  has  flnee  been  confiderably  increafed. 

A  wire  manufactory  has  lately  been  cre^ed  at  a  confiderable  cx- 
pence  in  Dedham,  in  Suffolk  county,  for  the  purpofe  of  drawing 
wire  for  the  ufe  of  the  fifli-hook  and  car^  manufacturers  in  Bolton. 
The  efTays  which  have  already  been  made  promife  fuccefs. 

There  are  feveral  fnuif,  oil,  cbofotate,  tiud  powder  mills  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  State ;  and  a  number  of  iron  works  and  flitting 
mills.  Thofe  in  the  towns  of  Middleborough,  Bridgwater,  Taun- 
ton, Attlelorough,  Stoughton,  and  that  neighbdurh'>od,  which,  in 
confequence  of  the  great  qu?r'tify  of  lion  ore  found  in  that  diflriCt, 
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arc  become  the  feat  of  the  iron  manufatStures,  are  faid  to  flit  annually 
fix  hundred  tons ;  and  one  company  has  lately  been  formed  which 
will  annually  manufaftnre  into  nails  of  a  quality  equal  to  thofe  ex- 
ported from  Europe,  five  hundred  tons — ^The  number  of  fpikes  and 
'nails  made  in  this  State  is  almoft  treble  the  quantity  made 
in  1788,  and  is  ftill  increafing  ;  and  from  the  great  abundance  of  the 
raw  materiiils,  will  probably  foon  preclurle  all  foreign  fupply,  if  not 
become  an  article  of  export.  Befides  thefc  there  are  other  mills,  in 
common  nfe,  in  great  abundance,  for  flivring  lumber,  grinding  grain, 
full ihg  cloth,  &c.  '  ,  ,  " 

There  are  fixtytwo  diiWleries  in  this  State,  ennployed  in  diftilling 
from  foreign  materials.  In  thefe  diftilleries  are  one  hundred  and 
fifty-eight  itills,  which  together  contain  one  hundred  and  two  thou- 
fand  one  hundred  and  feventy-three  gallons.  Befides  thefe,  there  are 
twelve  country  flills  employed  in  diftilling  domeilic  materials ;  but 
thefe  arc  fmall,  and  the  moll  of  them  very  lately  ere£led.  One  mil- 
lion nine  huntlred  thoufand  gallons  have  been  diftilled  in  one  year, 
mhich,  at  a  duty  of  eleven  cents  a  gallon,  yields  a  revenue  to  the 
government  of  two  hundred  nine  thouftnd  dollars. 

A  brick  pyramidical  glafs-houfe  was  erefted  in  Bofton  by  a  com- 
pany of  gentlemen  in  1789;  but  for  want  of  workmen  (killed  in  the 
bufinefs,  their  works  were  not  put  in  operation  effectually  till  No- 
vember 1792;  and  although  feveral  of  the  firft  eflhys  or  meltings 
proved  unfuccefsful,  later  eifays  give  the  fulleft  ground  to  believe 
that  this  very  important  raanufafture  may  tie  profecuted  to  the  arl- 
vaniage  of  the  proprietors,  as  well  as  to  the  great  benefit  of  the 
public.  From  the  fpecimens  of  glafs  exhibited,  it  appears  to  be  of 
the  beft  quality  for  clea  ..>  Tj  and  goodnefs  ;  and  as  there  is  an  abun- 
clanije  of  the  materials  for  this  manufadure  at  command,  there  can  be 
little  doubt  of  its  being  carried  to  fuch  an  extent,  in  the  courfe  of  a 
few  years,  as  to  preclude  foreign  iuiportations,  whicli  will  make  a 
>aft  faving  to  Amtrica  in  general,  and  to  this  State  in  particular. 
Every  friend  to  the  United  States  muft  wifli  that  the  patriotic  company 
which  have  eftabliflicd  this  manufa£ture,  may  meet  with  fuch  fuccefs 
as  to  have  their  cxpcnfcs  rcimburfed,  which  have  already  exceeded 
the  fum  of  lixtecn  thouland  dollars. 

T...         f.:.^.---  .:    ■  BANKS.     -  -r?     :       ■       '^      .'':.•'? 

ConneiT'ed  with  the  commerce  and  manufa(!!>ures,  are  the  banks 
'  crta!)Hl!vs.d  in  this  State;  we  have  already  noticed  the  utility  of  thefe 
clhtblilhuicuts,  we  fliull  therefore  only  biicfly  mention  them  here. 
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There  are  four  incorporated  banks  in  this  Commonwealth,  of 
which  the  Branch  Bank  in  Bofton,  which  is  a  part  of  the  National 
Bank,  is  one.  -."ij 

The  MafTachufetts  Bank  in  Bolton  was  incorporated  in  1784.  It 
was  defigned  as  a  public  benefit,  and  more  particularly  to  accommo- 
date the  mercantile  intereft.  Its  prelent  capital  coniifts  of  eight  hun- 
dredihares,  of  five  hundred  dollars  each,  making  in  all  four  hnn- 
dred  thoufand  dollars.  It  is  kept  open  every  day  in  the  year,  except 
public  days.  The  annual  meeting  for  the  choice  of  nine  direftors 
is  on  the  fiift  Wednefday  in  January.  "  -  . ->        ,;     ,  »i.,f;jir(. 

EflexBank,  at  Salem,  was  incorporated  in  1792,  and  is  under  the 
management  of  a  prefident  and  fix  diredtors. 

Union  Bank,  in  Bofton,  was  alfo  incorporated  in  1792,  and  has  a 
prefident  and  eleven  direftors.   Its  capital  confifts  of  one  h"-  '  " 
thoufand  fiiares,  of  eight  dollars  each,  fo  that  when  th^  -  .•"^"'°^'^^« 
fliares  fliall  be  completed,  the  whole  ftock  -  -  '*"'°""^  *°  ^'^^^  ^""" 
dred  thoufand  dollars.      -  -  V 

*UBLIC  IMPPvOVEMENTS. 

^jpr^s  ^^'^  foremoft  of  thefe,  we  muft  confider  thofc  that  refpeft 
navigation ;  in  this  clafs  we  muft  reckon  the  ere£tion  of  i 


LIGHT  HOUSES.  f 

Thefe  within  this  State  are  ao  fallow:  on  Plum-Ifland,  near 
Newbury,  are  two,  which  we  have  already  mentioned  :  on  Thatcher's- 
Ifland,  off  Cape  Ann,  two  lights  of  equal  height ;  another  ftands 
en  a  rock  on  the  north  fide  of  the  entrance  of  Bofton  harbour,  with 
one  fingle  light :  on  the  north  point  of  Plymouth  harbour  are  two 
lights :  on  a  point  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour  on  the  iiland  ot 
Nantucket,  is  one  with  a  fingle  light ;  this  light  may  be  feen  as  far 
as  Nantucket  flioals  extertd  ;  the  ifland  being  low,  the  light  appears 
over  it. 

Next  to  thefe  we  muft  rank  thofe  which  add  to  the  convenience 
of  the  inhabitants^  and  operate  to  the  advantage  of  commerce  ;  fuch 
are, 

BRIDGES    AND    CANALS. 

The  bridges  that  merit  notice  in  this  State  are  the  followlntr,  viz. 
Charles  river  bridge,  built  in  1786-7,  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and 
three  feet  long,  and  connefting  Bofton  and  Charlcfton.  It  is  built  on 
feventy-five  piers,  with  a  convenient  draw  in  the  middle,  for  the 
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paiTage  of  veffcls.  Each  pier  is  compofed  of  feven  flicks  of  oak 
timber,  united  by  a  cap  piece,  ftrong  braces  and  girts,  and  afterj 
wards  driven  into  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  firmly  fecured  by  a  finglc 
pile  on  each  dCe,  driven  obliquely  to  a  foiid  bottom.  The  piers  arc 
conne£ted  to  each  other  by  large  itring  pieces,  which  are  covered 
with  four  inch  plank.  The  bridge  is  forty-three  feet  in  width,  and 
on  each  fide  is  accommodated  with  a  palfage  fix  feet  wide,  railed  in  for 
the  fafety  of  the  people  on  foot.  The  bridge  has  a  gradual  rife  from 
each  end,  fo  as  to  be  two  feet  higher  in  the  middle  than  at  the  ex- 
tremities. Forty  elegant  lamps  are  erefted,  at  a  fuitable  diftance 
from  each  other,  to  illuminate  it  when  necefliiiry.  There  are  four 
ftrong  ftone  wharfs  oonnefted  with  it,  and  fupported  by  three  picra 
each,  funk  in  the  river.  The  machinery  of  the  draw  is  fimple,  and 
Y  '"^  l)ut  two  men  to  raife  it.    At  the  higheft  tides  the  water  rifcs 

-       ,         ?'"  ''""^  feet ;  the  floor  of  the  bridge  is  then  about  four 

teet  above  the  water.    -.,,.,-..         .     •    .u      1  1.1 

.       .  •  depth  ot  the  water  in  the  channel  at  low 

tide  IS  twenty -leven  feet.     In...    ..  1  .   j  •     .u-  . 

•'  •-••idge  was  completed  in  thirteen 

months ;  and  while  it  exhibits  the  greater    a:  a.     c      ■     .^     „♦».. 

s  -'^e.tx  of  private  enter- 

prize  of  this  kind  in  the  United  Stater,  «t  being  >.•.,  ^^.^^  bridge  of 
confiderable  magnitude  that  has  been  erefted,  prefcnt.  ,  ^^^ 
pltaling  proof,  how  certainly  objedts  of  magnitude  may  be  attai  .,4 
by  fpiiited  exertions. 

The  fuccefs  which  attended  this  experiment  led  others  to  engage  in 
fimilar  works  of  enterprize.  Maiden  bridge  acrofs  JMyftic  river,  con- 
nefting  Charledon  with  Maiden,  was  begun  in  April  1787,  and  wat 
opened  for  palL-ngers  the  September  following.  This  bridge,  in- 
cluding the  abutments,  is  two  thoufand  four  hundred  and  twenty  feet 
long,  and  thirty-two  feet  wide,  it  has  a  draw  thirty  feet  wide.  The 
deepcft  water  at  full  tide  is  twenty-three  feet.  The  expenfe  ot  thij 
bridge  was  eiiimated  at  five  thouiand  three  hundred  pounds. 

Eflex  bridge,  upwards  of  one  thoufand  five  hundred  feet  in  length, 
with  a  well-contrived  draw,  was  erefted  in  1789,  and  conneds  Sa- 
lem  with  Beverley.  The  expenfe  of  this  bridge  is  faid  not  to  have 
exceeded  one  third  part  of  that  of  Charles  river  bridge,  yet  it  is  ef- 
teemed  quite  equal  in  ftrength,  and  is  thought  by  travellers  to  be 
fuperior  in  point  of  beauty. 

In  Rowlfcv,  on  the  poft  road  between  Bofton  and  Newburyport,  is 
r.  bridge  acrofs  Parker's  river,  eight  hundred  and  feventy  feet  long, 
and  twenty^lix  feet  wMe,  confifting  of  nine  folid  piers,  and  eight 
wooden  arches.    This  bridge  was  built  in  the  year  1 758. 
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A  bridge  over  Merrimack  river,  in  the  county  of  Eflex,  about  two 
miles  above  Newburyport,  h  nearly,  if  not  quite  completed.  At 
the  place  where  this  bridge  isereded,  an  ifland  divides  the  river  into 
two  branches.  An  arch  of  one  hundred  and  lixty  feet  diameter,  and 
forty  feet  above  the  level  oi  high  water,  connects  this  ifland  with  the 
jnain  on  one  fide ;  the  channel  on  the  other  fide  is  wider,  but  the 
center  arch  is  but  one  hundred  and  forty  feet  diameter.  Greater  in- 
genuity is  difcovered  in  the  coiiftruftion  of  this  bridge,  than  in  any 
^at  have  hitherto  been  built ;  ?nd  it  is  one  among  the  vaft  number 
of  flupendous  and  ufeful  works  which  owe  their  origin  to  that  confi- 
dence between  man  and  man,  which  has  been  created  or  reftored  by 
thjefflealures  of  the  general  government.      ■  .  .  •    .    / 

Another  ingenionfly  conftrufted  bridge  has  lately  been  completed 
43ver  this  river  at  Pautucket  Falls,  between  Chelmsford  and  Dracut, 
in  the  county  of  Middlefex.  Thefe  bridges  are  all  liipported  by  a 
toll. 

Several  other  bridges  are  contemplated  in  different  parts  of  the 
State,  and  one  is  attually  begun,  and  confiderable  progrefs  made  in 
I  it,  which,  when  completed,  will  conneft  the  weft  part  of  Bofton 
with  Cambridge,  over  Charles  river,  and  will  be  more  than  twice  as 
Icng,  and  attended  with  nearly  twice  the  expenfe  of  any  other  thut  has 
vet  been  built  in  this  or  ii:  .^.ny  of  the  United  States. 

The  legiflature,  in  February  1792,  were  petitioned  by  a  company 
for  liberty  to  build  a  bridge  over  Connefticut  river,  at  Montague ; 
which  was  granted. 

The  only  canals  of  importance  which  have  been  contemplated  in 
this  Commonwealth,  are  one  between  Barnftable  and  Buzzard's  Bay, 
and  thofe  neceflary  to  render  Connefticut  river  navigable,  both  of 
which  we  have  mentioned,  and  one  which  fliall  open  a  cominunica- 
tion  between  the  town  of  Bofton  and  fome  part  of  Connedicut 
river,  for  which  purpofe  General  Knox  and  otlieri  were  incorpo- 
rated in  1792,  by  the  name  of  "  The  proprietors  of  tlie  MaiTachu- 
fetts  canal." 

Great  improvements  have  alfo  of  late  been  made  in  feveral  manu- 
fafturing  machines,  by  which  thofe  fpecic?  of  manufacture  in  which 
they  are  employed  have  been  greatly  facilitated  in  the  execution,  and 
fewer  hands  required.  But  the  moft  ingenioi's  improvement  or  in- 
vention, and  which  moft  deferves  notice,  is  a  complete  ^^nd  elegant 
Planetarium,  fix  feet  in  diameter,  conftrvifted  by  Mr.  Jofeph  Pope» 
of  Bofton.    This  is  entirely  a  work  of  original  genius  and  aifiduous 
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application,  as  Mr.  Pope  never  faw  a  machine  ot  the  k>nd  till  hi* 
own  was  complete^}.  It  exhibits  a  proof  of  great  ilrength  of  mind, 
and  really  does  him  much  honour,  both  as  a  philofopher  and  a  me- 
chanic.  This  machine  has  been  purchafed  for  the  Univerfity  at 
Cambridge,  and  is  a  very  ufeful  and  ornamental  addition  to  the 
philofophical  apparatus. 

NATURAL  CURIOSITIES. 

Tn  the  north  part  of  the  lownlhip  of  Adams,  in  Berkihire  pounty, 
not  half  a  mile  from  Stamford,  in  Vermont,  is  a  natural  curiolity 
which  merits  a  defcription.    A  mill  flrcam,  called  Hudfon's  Brook, 
which  rifes  in  Vermont,  and  falls  into  the  north  branch  of  Hoofuck 
river,  has,  ior  thirty  or  forty  rods,    formed  a  very  deep  channel 
through  a  quarry  of  white  marble.     The  hill,  gradually  defcending 
towards  the  fouth,  terminates  in  a  fteep  precipif ;,  down  which  pro-, 
bably  the  water  once  tumbled.    But  finding  in  :  ome  places  a  natural 
chalm  in  the  recks,  and  in  others  wearing  them  away,  as  is  evident 
from  their  appearance,  it  has  formed  a  channel  which  in  fome  places 
is  more  than  fixty  feet  deep.    Over  this  channel,    where  deepeft, 
fome  of  the  rocks  remain,  and  form  a  natural  bridge.    From  the  top 
of  this  bridge  to  the  water  it  is  fixty-two  feet ;  its  length  is  about 
twelve  or  fifteen,  and  its  breadth  about  ten.     Partly  under  this 
bridge,  and  about  ten  or  twelve  feet  below  it,  is  another,  which  is 
wider,  but  not  fo  long  ;  for  at  the  eaft  end  they  form  one  body  of 
rock,  twelve  or  fourteen  feet  thick,  and  under  this  the  water  flows. 
It  is  evident,  from  the  appearance  of  the  rocks,  that  the  water  in 
fome  places  formerly  flowed  forty  or  fifty  feet  above  its  prefent  bed. 
Many  cavities,  of  different  figures  and  dimenfions,    but  generally 
circular,  are  worn  out  in  the  rocks.   One  of  thefe,  in  the  folid  roc  , 
is  about  lour  feet  in  diameter,  and  four  or  five  feet  deep ;  .he  rock  is 
on  one  fide  worn  through  at   the    bottom.     A  little   above  the 
bridge,  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  chafm,  is  a  cave  or  little  room,  which 
has  a  convenient  entrance  at  the  north,    and  a  pafl"age  out  at  the 
eaft.    From  the  weft  fide  of  this  cave  a  chafm  extends  into  thr.  hill, 
but  foon  becomes  too  narrow  to  pafs.    The  rocks  here   which  ar  e 
moftly  white,  though  in  fome  places  clouded  or  ftreaked  with  other 
colours,    appear    to  be  of  that  fpecies  of  coarfc  white   marble 
which  is  common  at  Lanelborough,  and  in  other  towns  in  Berkfhire 

•OUnty.  '    ■  ■;•'"'    ..  ,    ,.      ■       ,       \    ,:-:;.( 

.  In 


II  hit 

a  me* 

ity  at 
o  the 


ounty, 

iriofity 

Brooky 

oofuck 

;hannel 

:ending 

ch  pro-. 

natural 

evident 

e  places 

deepeft,    ^ 

I  the  top 

is  about 

der  this 

which  is 
body  of 

er  flows, 
water  in 
Tent  bed. 
;enerally 
llid  roc  9 
le  rock  is 
lOve   the 
,  which 
[it  at  the 
ihe  hill, 
hich  ar  c 
ith  other 
marble 
lerklhire 

In 


OP    MASSACHUSETTS.  I  73 

In  the  town  of  Wrentham,  about  two  miles  S.  E.  of  the  meeting 
houfe,  is  a  curious  cavern  called  lVampom*s  Rock,  from  an  Indian  h- 
vaWy  of  that  name  who  retided  in  it  for  a  number  of  years.  It  is  (ituated 
on  the  fouth  fide  of  a  hill,  and  is  furrounded  by  a  number  of  broken 
rocks.  It  is  nearly  fquare,  each  fide  meafuring  about  nine  feet,- 
The  height  is  about  eight  feet  in  front,  but  from  the  center  it  lelTens 
to  about  four  feet.  At  prefent  it  ferves  only  as  a  fljeltcr  for  cattle 
and  fliecp,  as  do  one  or  two  other  rocks  or  caves  in  the  town,  for- 
merly inhabited  by  Indians. 

Under  this  article  we  mention  the  falls  of  Powow  river,  which 
rife  in  New-Hampfhire,  and  fall  into  the  Merrimack  between  Sa- 
lifbury  and  Amefljury,  in  the  county  of  Eflex.  At  thefe  falls,  the 
defccnt  of  the  water,  in  the  diftance  of  fifty  rods,  is  one  hundred 
feet,  and  in  its  paffage  carries  one  bloomery,  five  faw  mills,  feven 
grift  mills,  two  linfeed  oil  mills,  one  fulling  mill,  and  one  fnuffmill, 
befides  feveral  wheels,  auxiliary  to  different  labours.  The  rapid  fall 
of  the  water— the  dams  at  very  fhort  diftances  croffing  the  river — the 
various  wheels  and  mills  arifing  almoft  immediately  one  over  ano- 
ther— and  tlie  very  irregular  and  grotefque  fituation  of  the  houfes  and 
other  buildings  on  the  adjoining  grounds,  give  this  place  a  romantic 
appearance,  and  afford  in  the  whole,  one  of  the  moft  Angular  views 
to  be  found  in  tnis  country. 

I.ynn  beach  may  be  reckoned  a  euriofity.  It  is  one  mile  in  length, 
and  conne£ls  the  peninfula,  called  Nabant,  with  the  main  land. 
This  is  a  place  of  much  refort  for  parties  of  pleafure  from  Bofton, 
Charlefton,  Salem,  and  Marblehead,  in  the  fummer  feafon.  The 
beach  is  uied  as  a  race  ground,  for  which  it  is  well  calculated,  being 
^evel,  fmopth,  and  hard. 

PUBLIC   SOCIETIES. 

The  focieties  formed  in  Maflachufetts  with  a  view  to  promote  the 
benefit  of  mankind,  exhibit  a  fair  trait  in  the  charader  of  its  inhabi- 
tants. Among  the  firft  literary  inftitutions  in  this  State,  is  the 

AMERICAN   ACADEMY    OF   ARTS   AND   SCIENCES. 

This  fociety  was  incorporated  May  the  4th,  1^80.  It  is  declared 
in  the  aft,  that  the  end  and  defign  of  the  inftitution  is  to  promote 
and  encourag"  the  knowledge  of  the  antiquities  of  America,  and  of 
the  natural  hiftory  of  the  country,  and  to  deternnine  the  ufes  to  which 
the  various  natural  productions  of  the  coHntry  may  be  applied  j  aifo 

to 
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to  promote  and  encourage  medical  difcoveries,  mathennatical  difqul* 
fitions,  philofophical  inquiries  and  experiments  ;  aftronomiral,  me- 
teorological, and  geographical  obfervations  ;  improvements  in  agri- 
culture, arts,  manufafture,  commerce,  and  the  cultivation  of  every 
fcience  that  may  tend  to  advance  a  free,  independent,  and  virtuous 
people.  There  are  never  to  be  more  than  two  hundred  members,  nor 
his  than  forty.    This  focicty  has  four  ftated  annual  meetings. 

MASSACHUSETTS   CHARITABLE    SOCIETY.  ■     • 

This  focicty,  incorporated  December  i6th,  1779,  is  intended  for 
the  nuitual  aid  of  themfelves  and  families,  who  may  be  diftrefled  by 
any  of  the  adverfe  accidents  of  life,  and  for  the  comforting  and  re- 
lieving of  widows  and  orphans  of  their  deceafed  members.  The 
mcmbei'c  of  this  fociety  meet  annually,  and  are  not  to  exceed  au 
h'iindred  in  number. 


BOSTON    EPISCOPAL  CHARITABLE   SOCIETY, 

-  Firft  inftituted  in  1724,  and  incorporated  February  12,  1784,  has 
for  its  objet^,  charity  to  fuch  as  are  of  the  epifcopal  church,  and  to 
ftich  others  as  the  fociety  fliall  think  fit ;  but  more  efpecially  the  re- 
lief of  thofe  who  are  members  of,  and  benefartois  to,  the  fociety, 
and  afterwards  become  fuirable  objeifts  of  its  charity.  The  mem- 
bers of  this  fociety  meet  annually,  and  are  not  to  exceed  one  hun- 
dred in  number,  -  '       • 


MASSACHUSETTS   MEDICAL   SOCIETY. 

This  fociety  was  incorporated  November  ill,   1781.     The  dcfign 
of  it  is,  to  promote  medical  and  furgical  knowledge,  inquiries  into 
the  animal  economy,  and  the  properties  and  eftoits  of  medicine,  by 
encouraging  a  free  intcrcourfe  with  the  gentlemen  of  the  faculty 
throughout  the  United  States  of  America,  and  a  friendly  conefpon- 
cience  with  the  eminent  in  thofe  profclfions  throughout  the  world. 
The  number  of  fellows  who  arc  inhabitants  of  the  State,  cannot  exi 
cced  fevcnty.    The  prefcnt  number  is  fixty-one,  and  *'  '  leen  have 
died  fince  its  eftablidinient.     The  powers  veiled  in  the   wciety  are — 
To  choofe  their  officers,  and  enacl  any  laws  for  their  own  govern- 
ment which  is  tioi  repugnant  to  the  hnvs  of  the  Commonwealth — 
To  ufe  a  common  fcal — To  fue  and  be  fued — To  hold  real  eilate  of 
the  ann>nl  income  of  two  hundred  pounds,  and  perfonal  cflate  of  the 
annual  income  of  fix  hundred  ^>ouuds — To  ele<fl,  fufpend,  expel  or 

disfran-* 


or    MASSACHUSETTS*  175 

disfraochifc  any  fellows  of  the  fociety — To  defer ibe  and  point  out^ 
from  time  to  time,  fuch  a  mode  of  medical  infti  udion  or  education 
as  they  fliall  judge  requifite  for  candidates  for  the  pradlice  of  phyfic 
and  furgery — To  examine  all  candidates  who  fliall  offer  themfelvc* 
for  examination,  reipefting  their  Ikill  in  tlie  profeffion — And  to  give 
letters  tedimonial  of  their  approbation  to  all  fuch  as  may  be  duly  qua- 
lified to  pradlife.* 

Committees  are  appointed  in  each  county  to  receive  communica- 
tions from,  and  to  correfpond  with,  their  medical  brethren  who  are 
not  fellows  of  this  fociety  ;  and  this  has  led  to  the  formation  of  1"e  - 
veral  medical  aflbciations,  whole  views  are  to  aid  the  laudable  dcfigns 
of  this  important  inihtution.         •:       vi<,      i'     ■    ,      ■^•-  '"^     '     ». 

HUMANE    SOCIETY. 

To  evidence  their  humanity  and  benevolence,  a  number  of  the 
medical  and  other  gentlemen,  in  the  town  of  Bofton,  in  1785, 
formed  a  fociety,  by  the  name  of  the  Humane  Society,  for  tha 
piH'pofe  of  recovering  perfons  apparently  dead,  from  drowning,  fuf- 
focation,  ftrangling,  and  other  accidents.  This  fociety,  which  was 
incorporated  in  179T,  have  erefted  fevcn  huts,  furnilhed  with  wood, 
ftraw,  cabbins,  tinder  boxes,  blankets,  &c.  two  on  Level's  ifland, 
ne  on  Calf  ifland  in  Bofton  harbour,  two  on  Nantafket  beach,  and 
another  on  Scituate  beach  near  Marflifield,  for  the  comfort  of  fliip- 
wrecked  feamen.  Huts  of  the  fame  kind  are  ere£tcd  on  Plum- 
Ifiand,  near  Newbury,  by  the  marine  fociety  of  that  place,  already 
mentioned ;  and  there  are  alfo  fome  contiguous  to  Hampton  and  Sa- 
lisbury Beach. 

At  their  femi-annual  meetings,  a  public  difcourfe  is  delivered  by 
fome  perfon  appointed  by  the  truftees  for  that  purpofe,  on  fome  me- 
dical fubjedt  connefted  with  the  principal  objeft  of  the  fociety;  and 
as  a  flimulus  to  inveftigation,  and  a  reward  of  merit,  a  medal  is  ad- 
judged annually  by  the  prefident  and  truftees  to  ihe  perfon  who  ex- 
hibits the  moft  approved  difTertation.  /.Ci* 


SOCIETY    FOR   PROPAGATING   THE   GOSPEL. 

This  fociety,  formed  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  propagating  the 
Go^el  among  the  Indians,  and  others  in  North- Americai  was  incor- 

'         '  -     ■      .    (-> 

*  Tlw  qualifications  required'  of  candidates  for  examination,    and  the  books  re» 
commended    ky    the    fociety,     are    pubJtthed    in    Fleet's    Maflachufutt's    Regidcr, 

A,  D.  1791. 
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poratcd  November  19,  1787.  They  arc  enabled  to  receive  Aibfcrlp* 
tions  of  charitably  difpofed  perfuns,  and  may  take  nny  perfonal  cftate 
infucceffion.  All  donations  to  the  foclety,  either  by  fublcript'oriq, 
kgacy,  or  otherwife,  excepting  iuch  as  may  be  differently  appro- 
priated by  the  donors,  to  make  a  part  of,  or  be  jnit  into  the  ca- 
pital ftock  of  the  fociety,  whicn  is  to  be  put  out  on  intcrell  on  good 
fcciuity,  or  otherwife  improved  to  the  beft  advantage,  and  the  in- 
come and  profits  are  to  be  applied  to  the  purpofes  aforefaid,  in  fi.ch 
manner  as  the  fociety  fliall  judge  moft  conducive  to  anfwcr  thedefign 
of  their  inftitution.  For  feveral  years  paft  miflionaries  have  been  ap- 
pointed and  fupported  by  the  fociety  to  vifit  the  enftern  parts  of  the 
diftrift  of  Maine,  where  the  people  are  generally  deftitute  of  the 
means  of  religious  in{lru£tion,  and  to  fpend  the  fummer  months 
with  them.  The  fuccefs  of  thefe  miflions  have  been  highly  fatisfac- 
tory  to  the  fociety.  Several  thoufand  books  of  different  kinds, 
fuited  to  the  ftate  of  the  people,  have  been  purchafed  by  the  fociety's 
funds,  and  diftributed  among  them  and  the  Oneida  Indians. 

A  part  of  this  fociety  are  a  board  of  commifTioners  from  the 
Scot's  fociety  for  promoting  ChriAi^an  luiowledge  among  the  Indians 
in  America. 
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MASSACHUSETTS   SOCIETY    FOR   PHOMOTINC   AGKICULTU&E. 

This  fociety  was  incorporated  in  179a,  in  confequence  of  which 
the  agricultural  committee  of  the  academy  is  difTolved.  At  a  late 
meeting  of  this  fociety,  in  Bofton,  a  very  confiderable  fum  of  mo- 
ney was  fubfcribed  for  eftablifliing  a  fund  to  defray  the  expenfe  of 
premiums  and  bounties,  which  may  be  voted  by  the  fociety. 


»  HISTORICAL   SOCIETY.         :      ' 

A  fociety  was  eftabliflied  in  this  State  in  1791,  called  the  Histo- 
rical Society,  the  profefTed  defign  of  which  is  to  colleft,  pre- 
ferve,  and  'ommunitate  materials  for  a  complete  hiftory  of  this  country 
i^om  the  beginning  of  its  fettlement. 

Next  to  i^ennfyhania,  this  State  has  the  greatefl  number  of  fo- 
cieties  for  the  promotion  of  ufeful  knowledge  and  human  happinefs; 
and  as  they  are  founded  on  the  broad  bafis  of  benevolence,  pa- 
triotism, ntid  CHARITY,  they  cannot  fail  to  profper.  Thefe  in- 
fiitutions,  which  are  faft  increafing  in  almofl  every  State  in  the 
Union,  are  fo  many  evidences  of  the  advanced  and  advancing  fVute  of 
civilization  and  improvement  in  this  couatry,  and  of  the  excellence 
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of  our  national  government.  They  prove  likcvvifc  thfit  a  free  repub- 
lican government,  like  that  of  America,  is  the  molt  iiiippily  chIcu- 
lated  to  promote  a  general  dirt'iifion  of  iirtt'iil  knoulcclj;e,  anil  the 
moll  favourable  to  tlic  bencvulcnt  and  humane  fcL'lingi  uf  the  hu- 
man  heart.  .     , 
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Literature,  colleges,  ACADtMais,  t^c. 

According  to  the  lav/8  of  this  Commoiuve:ilth,  every  town  having 
fifty  houfeholders  or  upwards,  is  to  be  j)n)vidjd  with  one  or  more 
fchool-mafters,  to  teach  children  nnd  youth  to  reiid  and  write,  and 
inftrnift  them  in  the  Englifli  language,  arithmetic,  orthography,  and 
decent  behaviour;  ind  where  any  town  has  two  lumdrcd  families, 
there  is  alfo  to  be  a  grammar  fchool  fet  jp  therein,  and  fomc  dif- 
creet  per  on,  well  inftrufted  in  the  Latin,  (/ivtk  and  Englilh  lan- 
guages, procured  to  keep  the  fame,  and  be  fuitably  paid  by  the  inha- 
bitants. The  penalty  for  negleft  of  fjjiools  in  tinvtis  of  fifty  fumi- 
lies  is  ten  pounds, — thofe  of  one  himdred  families  twenty  pounds,— 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty,  thirty  pounds. 

Thefe  laws  refpefting  fchooU  are  not  fo  well  regarded  in  many 
parts  of  the  State,  as  the  wife  purpofcs  which  they  were  intended  to 
anfvver,  and  the  hp.ppinefs  of  the  people  rcijuire. 

In  Bofton  there  are  fcven  public  fchools,  fupportcd  wholly  at  the 
cxpenfe  of  the  town,  and  in  which  the  children  of  rveiy  clafs  of  citi- 
zens freely  aifociate.  In  the  Latin  grammar  fchool  the  rudiments  of 
the  Latin  and  Greek  languages  are  taught,  and  boys  qualified  for 
the  univerfities ;  into  this  fchool  none  are  admitted  till  ten  years  of 
age,  having  been  previoufly  well  inftrutfted  in  Engldh  grammar.  In 
the  three  Englifli  grammar  fchools,  the  children  of  iot/)  I'cxes,  from 
feven  to  fourteen  years  of  age,  are  inftrufted  in  fpcUing,  accenting 
and  reading  the  Englifli  language,  both  profe  and  vcrfc,  with  ]iro- 
priety,  alfo  ii:  Englifli  grammar  and  compofition,  together  with  the 
rudiments  of  geography  ;  in  the  other  three  the  fame  children  are 
Mught  writing  and  arithmetic.  Thefe  fchools  are  attended  alter- 
nately, and  each  of  them  is  furniflied  with  an  uflier  or  aHilhtnt.  The 
mafl:crs  of  thefe  fchools  have  each  a  falary  of  fix  hundred  &nd  iixty- 
iix  and  two-thirds  dollars  per  annum,  payable  quarterly. 

They  are  all  under  the  immechate  care  of  a  committee  of  twenty-one 
gentlemen,  for  the  time  being,  chofen  annually,  whofc  duty  it  is 
"  to  vifit  the  fchools  at  leaft  once  in  three  months,  to  examine  the 
fchclars  in  the  various  branches  in  which  they  are  taught,  to  dcvifu 

Vol..  II.  Aa  the 


%i 


IMAGE  EVALUATION 
TEST  TARGET  (MT-3) 


//  vA^ 


4^  <W 


1.0 


1.1 


■so  ■^"   n^B 
^  l&i   122 

1^   1^    12.0 

u 


Hi 


i 

1  '-2^  II  '-^  liJ4 

t 

^ 

6"     

» 

c.^. 


^ 


7 


Photographic 

Sdences 

Corporalion 


23  WEST  MAIN  STHET 

WEBSTER,  N.Y.  MSSO 

(716)  872-4503 


■       ^ 


V 


17^  GENERAL   DESCRIPTION 

the  bcft  methods  for  the  inftruAion  and  government  of  the  fchoolSf 
to  give  fuch  advice  to  the  mafters  as  they  fliall  think  expedient,  a&d 
by  all  proper  methods  to  excite  in  children  a  laudable  ambition  ta 
excel  in  a  virtuous,  amiable  deportment,  and  in  every  branch  of 
iifeful  knowledge."  At  the  annual  vifitation  in  July  1 792,  there  were 
prefent  four  hundred  and  feventy  girls,  and  feven  hundred  and 
twenty  bojs.  Befides  thefe  there  are  feveral  private  fchools,  for 
inftrudtion  in  the  Englifh,  Latin,  and  French  languages — in  writing, 
arithmetic,  and  the  higher  branches  of  the  mathematics — and  alfo  in 
muiic  and  dancing.  Perhaps  there  is  not  a  town  in  the  world, 
the  youth  of  which  more  fully  enjoy  the  benefits  of  fchool  educa- 
tion, than  at  Bofton.  And  when  we  confider  how  infeparably  the 
happinefs  and  profpeiity  of  America,  and  the  easiftence  of  its 
prefent  happy  government,  are  conne6led  with  the  education  of 
children,  too  much  credit  cannot  be  given  W  the  enlightened  ci- 
tizens of  this  town,  for  the  attention  they  have  paid  to  this  impor- 
tant bufinefs,  and  the  worthy  example  they  have  exhibited  for  the 
imitation  of  others. 

Next  in  importance  to  the  grammar  fchools  are  the  academies,  in 
which,  as  well  as  in  the  grammar  fcliools,  young  gentlemen  are  fitted 
for  admiffion  to  the  univerfity. 


DUMMER  ACADEMY, 

Dummer  academy,  at  Newbury,  was  founded  as  early  a»  1756,  by 
means  of  a  liberal  donation  from  the  Honourable  William  Dummer, 
formerly  Lieutenant-governor,  and  a  worthy  man,  whofe  name  it  has 
ever  fince  retained.  It  was  opened  in  1763,  and  incorporated  by  an 
aft  of  the  general  court,  in  1782.  By  the  aft  the  number  of  truf- 
tees  is  not  to  exceed  fifteen,  who  are  to  manage  the  funds  for  the 
fupport  of  the  inftruftors.  This  academy  is  at  prefent  in  a  flouriflung- 
ftate. 

PHILLIPS   ACADEMY. 

This  inftitution,  fituated  in  Andover,  was  founded  and  handfomel]^ 
endowed,  April  21,  1778,  by  the  Honourable  Samuel  Phillips, 
Efq.  of  Andover,  in  the  county  of  Eflex,  and  Commonwealth  of  Maf- 
fachufetts,  lately  deceafed,  and  his  brother,  the  Honourable  John 
Phillips,  L.  L.  D.  of  Exeter,  in  the  State  of  New-Hampfliire.  It 
was  incorporated  Oftober  4,  1780.  It  is  under  the  di  reft  ion  of 
thirteen  truftees  of  refpcftable  charafters,  and  the  immediate  care  of 
a  principal,  who  is  one  of  the  truftees  ex  ojido,  an  affiftant,  and  a 
-  '  1  :  writing 
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writing  matter.  They  are  accommodated  with  a  large  and  elegant 
building,  erected  at  the  expenfe  of  the  founders,  and  their  brother, 
the  Honourable  William  Phillips,  Ffq.  of  Bofton.  It  is  fituated  on  a 
delightful  eminence,  near  the  manfion  houfe  of  the  Honourable  Sa- 
muel Phillips,  Eliq.  its  dixtingniflied  patron,  and  fon  of  the  deceafed 
founder — is  encompaflcd  with  a  falubrious  air,  and  commands  ao 
extenlive  profpeft.  The  lower  ftory  contains  a  large  fchool-room, 
with  ample  accommodations  for  an  hundred  ftudents,  and  two  other 
apartments  for  a  library,  and  other  purpofes :  the  upper  ftory  con- 
fifts  of  a  fpacious  hall,  fixty-four  feet  in  length,  and  thirty rthree  feet 
in  breadth,  deiigned  for  exhibitions  and  other  public  occa(ions. 

The  dcfign  of  this  foundation,  according  to  its  conftitution,  U^ 
**  The  promotion  of  true  piety  and  virtue,  the  inftru£lion  of  youth 
\n  the  £.nglifli,  Latin,  and  Greek  languages  ;  together  with  writing^ 
arithmetic,  praftical  geometry,  muGc  and  oratory,  logic  and  geo- 
graphy ;  and  fuch  other  of  the  liberal  arts  and  fciences,  or  lan- 
guages, as  opportunity  and  ability  may  hereafter  admit,  and  the 
truftees  lliall  direft." 

LEICESTF.IL   ACADEMY. 

This  academy,  in  the  townfliip  of  Leicefter,  and  county  of  Wor- 
cefter,  was  incorporated  in  1784.  For  the  encouragement  of  thii 
inftitution,  Ebenezer  Crafts  and  Jacob  Davis,  Efqi^ires,  generoufly 
gave  a  large  and  commodious  maniion  houfe,  lands  and  appurtcr 
nances,  in  Leicefter. 

In  Williamftown,  in  Berkfliire  county,  is  another  academy.  Col. 
Ephraim  Williams  laid  the  foundation  of  it  by  a  handfume  donatioti 
in  lands.  In  X790,  partly  by  lottery,  and  partly  by  the  li:^eral  do- 
nation of  gentlemen  in  the  town,  a  brick  edifice  was  erefted,  eighty- 
two  ftet  by  forty-two,  and  four  ftories  high,  containing  twenty -four 
rooms  for  ftudents,  a  large  fchool-room,  a  dining-hall,  and  a  room 
for  public  fpeaking.  It  has  a  preceptor,  an  uftier,  and  a  mafter  of 
the  Englifli  ichool.  The  number  of  ftudents  is  at  prefent  between 
fifty  and  fixty,  befides  the  fcholars  of  the  free  fchool.  The  lan- 
guages and  fciences  ufually  taught  in  the  American  colleges  are 
taught  here.  Board,  tuition,  and  other  expenf.rs  of  education  are 
very  low  ;  and  from  its  lituation,  and  other  circumftances,  it  is 
likely,  in  a  ftiort  time,  to  become  an  inftitution  of  coufiderable  uti- 
lity and  importance. 

An  academy  at  Taunton  was  incorporated  yn  1 79a* 
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At  HiDgham  is  a  well-endowed  fchool,  which,  in  honour  of  iti 
principal  donor  and  founder,  is  called  Derby  School. 

Thefe  academies  are  dcfigncd  to  difleminate  virtue  and  true  piety, 
to  promote  the  education  of  youth  in  the  Englifli,  Latin,  Greek,  and 
French  laignagcs,  in  writing,  arithmetic,  oratory,  geography, 
praftical  geometry,  logic,  philofophy,  and  fuch  other  of  the  liberal 
arts  and  fciences,  or  languages,  as  may  be  thought  expedient. 

HARVARD   UMIVERSITV.  •;. 

This  inftitution  takes  its  date  from  the  year  1638.  Two  years 
before,  the  general  court  gave  four  hundred  pounds  for  the  fupport 
of  a  public  fchool  at  Newtown,  which  has  lince  been  called  Cam- 
bridge. This  year  (1638)  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Harvard,  a  worthy 
minifter  rcfiding  in  Charlefton,  died,  and  left  a  donation  of  feven 
hundred  and  feventy-nine  pounds,  for  the  life  of  the  forementioned 
public  fchool.  In  honour  to  the  memory  of  fo  liberal  a  benefactor, 
the  general  court,  the  fame  year,  ordered  that  the  fchool  fhould  tak^ 
the  name  of  Harvard  College. 

In  1642,  the  college  was  put  upon  a  more  refpeftable  footing,  and 
the  governor,  deputy  governor,  and  magiftrates,  and  the  mihifters 
of  the  fix  next  adjacent  towns,  with  the  prefident,  were  erefted  into 
a  corporation  for  the  ordering  and  managing  its  concerns.  It  rc» 
ceived  its  firft  charter  in  1650.  '    •■  j-j,  .35, 

Cambridge,  in  which  the  univerfity  is  fituated,  is  a  pleafant  vil- 
lage,- four  miles  weftward  from  Bofton,  containing  a  number  of  gen- 
tlemen's feats,  which  are  neat  and  well-built.  The  univerfity  con- 
fifts  of  four  elegant  brick  edifices,  handfomely  enclofed.  They  ftand 
on  a  beautiful  green,  which  fpreads  to  the  north-weft,  and  exhibit  a 
pleafing  view. 

The  names  of  the  feveral  buildings  are,  Harvard  Hall,  MafTachu- 
fetts  Hall,  Hollis  Hall  and  Holden  Chapel.  Harvard  Hall  is  divided 
into  fix  apartments ;  one  of  which  is  appropriated  for  the  library, 
one  for  the  mufeum,  two  for  the  philofophical  apparatus;  one  is 
uff.d  for  a  chapel,  and  the  other  for  a  dining  hall*  The  library,  in 
1791,  confifted  of  upwards  of  thirteen  thoufand  volumes ;  and  is 
continually  increafing  from  the  intereft  of  permanent  funds,  as 
well  as  from  cafual  benefadions.  The  philofophical  apparatus  be- 
lorging  to  this  univerfity,  coft  between  one  thoufand  four  hundred, 
and  one  thoufand  five  hundied  pounds  fterling,  and  is  the  moft 
elegant  and  complete  of  any  in  America. 
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Agreeable  to  the  prefent  conflitution  of  Maflachufetts,  his  EkccI- 
Icncy  the  Governor,  Lieutenant-governor,  the  Council  and  Senate, 
the  Prefident  of  th«  univtrfity,  and  the  minifters  of  the  congrega- 
tional churches  in  the  towns  of  Bofton,  Charlefton,  Cambridge,  Wa- 
tertown,  Roxbury,  and  Dorchefter,  are,  ex  oj^cilsf  ovcrfcers  of  the 
Vntvcrfity. 

The  corporation  is  a  diftinft  body,  confifting  of  feven  members,  in 
whom  is  vefted  the  property  of  the  luiiyerfity. 

Harvard  univerfity  has  a  Preftdenr,  Eincritus  ProfelTor  of  Divi- 
hity — Hollifian  Profeflbr  of  Divinity — Hancock  Profeflbr  of  Hebrew 
and  other  Oriental  languages — Hollis  Profciror  of  Mathematics  and 
Natural  Philofophy—Herfey  Profeflbr  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery — 
Herfey  Profeflbr  of  the  theory  and  praftice  cf  Phyfic — Erving  Pro- 
feflbr of  Chymiftry  and  Materia  Mcdica — four  tutors,  who  teach 
the  Greek  and  Latin  languages,  logic,  metaphyfics,  &nd  ethics, 
geography,  and  the  elements  of  geometry,  natural  philofophy,  aftro- 
iiomy,  and  hiftory  ;  and  a  preceptor  of  the  French  language. 

This  univerfity,  as  to  its  library,  philofophlcal  apparatus  and 
profeflbrfliips,  is  at  prefent  the  firft  literary  inftitution  on  the  Ameri- 
can continent.  Since  its  firfl:eftabli(hment,  upwards  of  three  thoufand 
three  hundred  ftudents  have  rer'=:ived  honorary  degrees  from  its  fuc- 
ceflive  officers ;  about  one  third  of  whom  have  been  ordained  to  the 
work  of  the  gofpel  miniftry.  It  has  generally  from  one  hundred  and 
thirty  to  one  hundred  and  fixty  ftudents. 

This  univerfity  is  liberally  endowed,  and  is  frequently  receiving 
dt)nations  for  the  eftabliihment  of  new  profeflbrfliips.  Formerly 
there  was  an  annual  grant  made  by  the  legiflature  to  the  prefident 
And  profeflbrs,  of  from  four  to  five  hundred  pounds,  which  for 
fcveral  years  paft  has  been  difcontinued, 

REVENUE   AND    TAXES. 

The  principal  fources  of  revenue  are  land  and  poll  taxes,  and 
the  fales  of  new  lands.  Taxes  are  levied  on  all  males  between 
fixteen  and  fifty,  except  fuch  as  are  exempted  by  ljfW-**alfo  on  the 
number  of  acres  of  improved  and  unimproved  land — on  dwelling- 
houfes  and  barns,  vvarehoufes,  ftores,  &c.  Thefe  are  all  valued, 
and  upon  this  valuation  taxes  are  laid,  fo  many  pounds  for  every 
one  thotifand  pounds. 
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CONSTITUTION. 

The  conftitution  agreed  upon  by  the  delegates  of  the  people  of  the 
State  of  MaiTachufetts  Pay,  in  convention,  begun  and  held  at  Cam- 
bridge, on  the  firil  of  Scptenilier,  1779,  and  continued  by  adjourn- 
ments to  the  fecond  of  March,  1 7S0, 

nl  SKiJ  ! 
PREAMBLE. 

The  end  of  the  inftitution,  maintenance  and  adminiftration  of  go- 
ycrnmcnr,  is  to  fcciire  the  exiftencc  of  the  Oody  politic,  to  protett 
it,  and  to  furnifli  the  individuals  who  compolc  it  with  the  power  of 
enjoying,  in  I'afcty  and  trantjijillity,  their  natural  rights  and  the 
blcfl>ngsof  life ;  and  whenever  thcff  great  objeAsare  not  attained,  the 
people  have  a  right  to  alter  the  govcrnuicnt,  and  to  take  meafures 
iiecellluy  for  their  laftty,  profpcrity  and  happinefs. 

The  body  politic  is  formed  by  a  voluntary  aflbciation  of  indivi- 
duals ;  it  is  a  focial  compad,  by  which  the  whole  people  covenants 
with  each  citizen,  and  each  citizen  with  the  whole  people,  that  all 
iliall  be  governed  by  certain  laws  for  the  common  good.  It  is  the 
duty  of  the  people,  theretbre,  in  framing  a  conftitution  of  govern- 
iiienr,  to  provide  for  an  equitable  mode  of  making  laws,  as  well  as 
for  an  impartial  interpretation  and  a  faithful  execution  of  them,  that 
every  man  may  at  all  times  find  his  fecuiity  in  them. 

We,  therefore,  the  people  of  MalFachufetts,  acknowledging  with 
grateful  hearts  the  goodnefs  of  the  Great  Legiil&ture  of  the  univerfe, 
in  afFordmg  us,  in  the  courfe  of  his  providence,  an  opportunity, 
di^libcrately  and  peaceably,  without  fraud,  violence  or  furprize,  of 
entering  into  an  original,  explicit,  and  folemn  compafl  with  each 
other ;  and  of  forming  a  new  conftitution  of  civil  government  for 
ourfelves  and  pollerity  ;  and  devoutly  imploring  his  direction  in  fo 
inrerefting  a  deilgn,  DO  agree  upon,  ordain  and  eftablilli  the  fol- 
lowing Declaration  of  Rights,  and  Frame  of  Govern- 
MtiNT,  as  the  CoNSTiruTio^  of  tub  Commonwealth  of, 
Massachusetts.  -^rf^'         >-'  \ 

DECLARATION    OF   RIGHTS.  . 

I.  All  men  are  born  free  and  equal,  and  have  certain  natural,  ef- 
fential  and  unalienable  rights ;  among  which  may  be  reckoned  the 
right  of  enjoying  and  defending  their  lives  and  liberties  j  that  of  ac- 
quiring, 
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quiring,  poflfefling  and  proteAing  property ;  in  fine»  that  elf  feeking 
and  obtaining  their  fafety  and  happinefs. 

II.  It  is  the  right  as  well  as  the  duty  of  all  men  in  fociety,  publicly, 
and  at  dated  feaft^ns,  to  worfliip  the  Supreme  Being,  the  Great  Crea- 
tor and  Preferver  of  the  univcrfe,  i\nd  no  fubjeft  ihall  be  hurt, 
moiefted,  or  reftrained  in  his  perfon,  liberty,  or  eftate,  for  wor- 
fliipping  Gud  in  the  manner  and  icafon  moil  agreeable  to  the  dt&ates 
of  his  own  c(mrcience,  or  for  his  religious  profcflion  or  fentiments, 
provided  he  doth  not  difturb  the  public  peace,  or  obflrudt  others  in 
their  religious  worfliip. 

III.  As  the  h:\ppincl'8  of  a  people,  and  the  good  order  and  prefer- 
vatioti  of  civil  government,  efl'entially  depend  upon  piety,  religion, 
and  morality ;  and  as  thefc  cannot  be  generally  diffufed  through  a 
community,  but  by  the  inOitution  of  the  public  worfliip  of  God,  and 
of  public  in(tru£lions  in  piety,  religion,  and  morality;  therefore, 
to  promote  their  happinefs,  and  to  fecurc  the  good  order  and  pre* 
fervation  of  their  government,  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth  have 
a  right  to  invell  their  Icgifliture  with  power  to  authorife  and  require, 
and  the  legiilatlire  fliall,  from  time  to  time,  authorife  and  require 
the  fevcral  towns,  pariflies,  precindls,  and  other  bodies  politic,  or 
religious  focieties,  to  make  fuitable  provifion,  at  their  own  expenfcy 
for  the  inflitution  of  the  public  worfliip  of  God,  and  for  the  fupporc 
nnd  maintenance  of  public  Protcftant  teachers  of  piety,  religion,  and 
morality,  in  all  cafes  where  fuch  provifion  fliall  not  be  made  volun- 
tarily. 

And  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth  have  alfo  a  right  to,  and  do 
inveft  their  legiljature  ,with  authority  to  enjoin  upon  all  the  liibjefts, 
an  attendance  upon  the  inftrut^ions  of  the  public  teachers  as  afore- 
faid,  at  ftatcd  times  and  fcafons,  if  there  be  any  on  whofe  inftru^ions 
they  can  confcientiouny  and  conveniently  attend. 

Provided  notvvithjftanding,  that  the  feverai  towns,  parifiifs,  pre- 
cincts, and  other  bodies  politic,  or  religious  focieties,  fliall,  at  all 
times,  have  the  exdufive  right  of  eleding  their  public  teachers,  and 
«f  conirafting  with  them  for  their  fupport  and  maintenance. 

And  all  monies  paid  by  the  fubjed  to  the  fupport  cf  pub'ic  wor- 
fliip, and  of  the  public  teachers  aforefaid,  fliall,  if  he  require  it,  be 
uniformly  applied  to  the  fupport  of  the  public  teacher  or  teachers  of 
his  own  rclit^ious  fc£t  or  denomination,  provided  there  be  any  on 
whofe  inftru6cions  he  attends,  othervvife  it  may  be  paid  towards  the 
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fupport  of  the  teacher  or  teachers  of  the  parifh  or  preclnfl  in  which 
the  faid  monies  are  raifed. 

And  every  dfcnominatibn  of  Chriflians  demeaning  therhfclves 
pedc^ably,  and  as  good  fubjefts  of  the  Commonwe!»ltli,  fliall  be 
equally  under  the  protection  of  the  law:  and  no  fubordination 
of  any  one  fe£t  or  denomination  to  another  fliall  ever  be  eftabliflied 
by  law. 

IV.  The  people  of  this  Comrnonwealth  have  the  fole  and  exclufive 
right  of  governing  themfelves  as  a  free,  fovereign;  and  independent 
State  ;  and  do,  and  for  ever  hereafter  (hall,  exercife  and  enjoy  every 
power,  jurifdiClion,  and  right,  which  is  noti  or  may  not  hereafter  be 
by  them  exprefsly  delegated  to  the  United  States  of  America,  in 
Congrefs  aflembled. 

V.  All  power  refiding  originally  in  the  people,  and  being  de* 
rived  from  them,  the  feveral  magiftrates  and  officers  of  govern- 
ment, vefted  with  authority,  whether  Icgiflative,  executive,  or  judi- 
cial, are  their  fubflitutes  and  agents,  and  are  at  all  times  accountable 
to  them. 

"VI.  No  man,  or  corporation^  or  aflbciation  of  hien,  have  any  other 
title  to  obtain  advantages^  or  particular  and  exclnfive  privileges, 
aiftinft  from  thofe  of  the  community,  than  what  arifes  from  the 
fconfideration  of  fervices  rfehdered  to  the  public ;  and  this  title  being  in 
nature  neither  hereditary  nor  tranfmiflibJe  to  children,  or  defcendants, 
or  relations  by  blood,  the  idea  of  a  man  born  a  magiftrate^  iawgiveri 
or  judge,  is  abfurd  and  unnatural.  :>     :  ,'•   ;  i 

VII.  Government  is  inftituted  for  the  common  good;  for  the 
protection,  fafety,  profperity,  and  happinefs  of  the  people,  and 
not  for  the  profit,  honour,  or  private  intereft  of  any  one  man,  fa- 
mily, or  clafs  of  men :  therefore,  the  people  alone  have  an  incontef- 
table,  unalienable,  and  indefeafible  right  to  infinite  government ;  and 
to  reform,  alter,  or  totally  change  the  fame,  when  their  protection, 
fafety,  profperity,  and  happinefs  require  it.  .  '  :. 

Vni.  In  order  to  prevent  tliol'c  who  are  vefted  with  authority  from 
becoming  oppreflbrs,  the  people  have  a  right,  at  fuch  periods,  and 
in  fuch  manner  -as  they  Ihall  eftablilh  by  their  frame  of  govern* 
menr,  to  caiife  their  pul.'lic  officers  to  return  to  private  life,  and 
to  fill  up  vacant  places  by  certain  and  regular  elections  and  appoint- 
ments. 

IX.  All  eletftious  ought  to  be  free,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  this 
Commonwealth    hiiving  f  jch  qualifications  aa  they  fliall  eftablifli  by 

•  their 


their 

tobe 

X. 

in  the 
«>«  la 
the  « 
equiva 
indivic 
ufes,  V 
the  pec 
troulabl 
reprefer 
public  e 
be  apprt 
fation  th 
XI.  i 
remedy, 
which  he 
ought  to 
purchafe 
out  delay 
XII.  K 
until  the  fi 
^o  him  J  o 
felf.    And 
may  be  fay 
ftce,  and  ( 
^cl,  at  his  I 
<leipoiIed,  < 
out  of  the  J 
^ty,  orefi 
land. 

And  the  1< 
fon  to  a  capi 

raentofthej 

xrn.  Li  c 

rt'ty  where  th( 
liberty,  andj 

XIV.  Every 
fearches,  andf 

Vol.  II, 


ich 

Ivea 
be 
tioit 
died 

11  five 
kdenc 
£very 
:erbe 
:a,  in 

g  de" 
jvern- 

■  jwdi- 

intable 

ly  other 
vileges, 
om  the 
jeingm 

ndants, 

wgiver, 

for  the 
fe,    and 

m,  fa- 
icontef- 

it;  and 
tteftion, 

ity  from 
]ds,  and 
Lrovern* 
]te,  and 
Lppoint- 

of  thit 
Iblifli  by 


OF    MASSACHUSETTS.  tS§ 

their  frame  of  goTemment,  have  an  equal  r^tto  eled  oflkera,  and 
to  be  eleAed  for  public  employment!. 

X.  Each  individual  of  the  fociety  has  a  right  to  be  proteAed  by  it, 
in  the  enjoyment  of  his  life*  liberty,  and  property,  according  to  ftand* 
iog  laws.  He  is  obliged,  confequcntly,  to  contribute  his  fliare  to 
the  expenfe  of  this  proteAion ;  to  give  his  peribnal  fervice,  or  an 
equivalent,  when  neceflary :  but  no  part  of  the  property  of  any 
individual  can,  with  juftice,  be  taken  from  him,  or  applied  to  public 
ufcs,  without  his  own  confent>or  that  of  the  reprefentative  body  of 
the  people ;  in  fine,  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth  are  not  con* 
troulable  by  any  other  laws  than  thofe  to  which  th«t  conftitutional 
reprefentative  body  have  given  their  confent.  And  whenever  tho 
public  exigencies  require  that  the  property  of  any  individual  fhould 
be  appropriated  to  public  ufes,  he  (hall  receive  a  rea(bnable  compen- 
fation  therefor.  -  ":*f^' 

XI.  Every  fubje£t  of  the  Commonwealth  ought  to  find  a  certain 
remedy,  by  having  recourfe  to  the  laws  for  all  injuries  or  wrongs 
which  he  may  receive  in  his  perfon,  property,  or  chara£ter.  He 
ought  to  obtain  right  and  juftice  freely,  and  without  being  obliged  to 
puFchafe  it,  completely  and  without  any  denial,  promptly  and  with* 
out  delay,  conformably  to  the  laws* 

XII.  No  fubjc£t  fhall  be  held  to  anfwer  for  any^  crime  or  offence, 
until  the  fame  is  fiilly  and  plainly,  fubftantially  and  formally,  defcribed 
to  him ;  or  be  compelled  to  accufe,  or  fumifli  evidence  againil  him- 
felf.  And  every  fubjeA  (hall  have  a  right  to  produce  all  proofs  that 
may  be  favourable  to  him ;  to  meet  the  witnefTes  agaiiifl  him  face  to 
face,  and  to  be  fully  heard  in  his  defence  by  himfelfor  hiscoun- 
fel,  at  his  election.  And  no  fubjeA  fhall  be  arrefted,  imprifoned, 
defpoiled,  or  deprived  of  his  property,  immunities,  or  privileges,  put 
out  of  the  prote6tion  of  the  law,  exiled,  or  deprived  of  his  life,  li- 
berty, or  eftate,  but  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers,  or  the  law  of  the 
land. 

And  the  legiilature  fliall  not  make  any  law  that  ihaU  fubje£t  any  per- 
fon to  a  capital  or  infamous  punifhment,  excepting  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  army  and  navy,  without  trial  by  jury. 

Xin.  In  criminal  profecutions,  the  verification  of  fafts  in  the  vici- 
nity where  they  happen,  is  one  of  the  greatefl  fecuritics  of  the  life, 
liberty,  and  property  of  the  citizen.  •    ^    7^    .  ;^v 

XIV.  Eveiy  fubje£t  has  a  right  to  be  fecure  from  all  unreafonable 
fearches,  andfeizures  of  his  perfon,  his  houfesi  his  papers,  and  all  his 
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pofieffioni.  All  warrants,  therefore,  are  contrary  to  this  right,  if 
the  caufe  or  foundation  of  them  be  not  previoufly  fupported  by  onth 
or  affirmation  ;  and  if  the  order  in  a  warrant  to  a  civil  officer,  to 
make  fearch  in  all  rufpe£ted  places,  or  to  arreft  one  or  more  fuf- 
pe&ed  perfons,  or  to  feize  their  property,  be  not  accompanied  with 
a  fpecial  defignation  of  the  perfons  or  objects  of  fearch,  arreft,  or  fei- 
zure ;  and  no  warrant  ought  to  be  iifued,  but  in  cafes  and  with  the 
formalities  prelcribed  by  the  laws. 

XV.  In  all  controverfies  concerning  property,  and  in  all  fuits  be> 
tween  two  or  more  perfons,  except  in  cafes  in  which  it  has  heretofore 
been  otherways  ufcd  and  pra£tifed,  the  parties  have  a  right  to  a  trial 
by  a  jury ;  and  this  method  of  procedure  fliall  be  held  facred,  un- 
lefs,  in  caufes  arifing  on  the  high  feas,  and  fuch  as  relate  to  ma- 
riners wnges,  the  legiflature  fluU  hereafter  find  it  neccflary  to 
alter  it. 

■  XVI.  The  liberty  of  the  prefs  is  eflential  to  the  fecurity  of  freedom 
in  a  State ;  it  ought  not,  therefore,  to  be  retrained  in  this  Com- 
monwealth.  »>->   .»?    ,  ^.ixtH^W'H     ,fT;jjl-~4 

XVII.  The  people  have  a  right  to  keep  and  to  bear  arms  for  the 
common  defence.  And  as  in  time  of  peace  armies  are  dangerous  to 
liberty,  they  ought  not  to  be  maintained  without  the  confetit  of  the 
legiflature  ;  and  the  military  power  ihall  always  be  held  in  exad  fub- 
ordination  to  the  civil  authority,  and  be  governed  by  it. 

XVIII.  A  frequent  recurrence  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  the 
conftitution,  and  a  conftant  adherence  to  thofe  of  piety,  jufiice,  mode- 
ration, temperance,  induftry,  and  frugality,  are  abfolutely  neccflliry 
to  preferve  the  advantages  of  liberty,  and  to  maintain  a  free  govern- 
ment. The  people  ought,  confequently,  to  have  a  particular  atten- 
tion to  all  thofe  principles  in  the  choice  of  their  officers  and  repre- 
fentatives :  and  they  have  a  right  to  require  of  their  lawgivers  and 
magiflrates  an  exadt  and  conflant  obfervar.cc  of  them,  in  the  forma- 
tion and  execution  of  all  laws  necelFary  for  the  good  adminiilration  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

XIX.  The  people  have  a  right,  in  an  orderly  and  peaceable  manner, 
to  aflemble  to  cnnfult  upon  the  common  good  ;  give  inftru£tions  to 
their  repiefentatives,  and  to  requeft  of  the  legiflative  body,  by  the 
way  of  addreffes,  petitions  or  remonftrances,  redrefs  of  the  wrongs 
done  them,  and  of  the  grievances  they  fulFer.  -..;:;.'      .  f,: 

XX.  The  power  of  fufpending  the  laws,  or  the  execution  of  the 
laws,  ought  never  to  be  exercifed  but  by  the  legiflature,  or  by  au- 
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thority  derived  from  it,  to  be  exercifed  in  fuch  particular  cafes  onljr 
as  the  Icgiflature  (hall  exprefsly  provide  for. 

XXI.  The  freedom  of  deliberation,  fpeech,  and  debate,  in  either 
Houfe  of  the  Legiflature,  is  fo  eflential  to  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple, that  it  cannot  be  the  foundation  of  any  accufation  or  pro- 
fecution,  a£tion  or  complaint,  in  any  other  court  or  place  whatfo- 
ever. 

XXII.  The  legiflature  ought  firequently  to  aflemble  for  the  re-* 
drefs  of  grievances,  for  correAing,  llrengthening,  and  conHrming 
the  laws,  and  for  making  new  laws,  as  the  common  good  may  re- 
quire. 

XXIII.  No  fubfidy,  charge,  tax,  impofl,  or  duties,  ought  to 
be  eftabliflied,  fixed,  laid,  or  levied,  under  any  pretext  whatfoever, 
without  the  confent  of  the  people}-  or  their  reprefentatives  in  the 
legiflature. 

XXIV.  Laws  made  to  punifli  for  aftions  done  before  the  exiftence 
of  fuch  laws,  and  which  have  not  been  declared  crimes  by  pre- 
ceding laws,  are  unjuft,  oppreflive,  and  inconfiilent  with  the  fun- 
damental principles  of  a  free  government. 

XXV.  No  fubje£t  ought,  in  any  cafe,  or  in  any  time,  to  be  de- 
clared guilty  of  treafon  or  felony  by  the  legiflature. 

XXVI.  No  magiflrate  or  court  of  law  fliall  demand  exceffive 
bail  or  fureties,  impofe  exc^fllive  fines,  or  inflidt  cruel  or  unulual  pu- 
nifliments. 

XXVII.  In  time  of  peace,  no  foldier  ought  to  be  quartered  in  any 
houfe  without  the  confent  of  the  owner ;  and  in  time  of  war,  fuch 
quarters  ought  not  to  be  made  but  by  the  civil  magiflrate,  in  a  man- 
ner ordained  by  the  legiflature.     %/ja  « 

XXVIII.  No  perfon  can  in  any  cafe  be  fubje£led  to  law  martial, 
or  to  any  penalties  or  pains  by  virtue  of  that  law,  except  thofe  em- 
ployed in  the  army  ot  navy,  and  except  the  militia  in  adual  fervice, 
but  by  authority  of  the  legiflature. 

XXIX.  It  is  eflential  to  th^prefervation  of  the  rights  of  every  in- 
dividual, his  life,  liberty,  property,  and  chara£l;er,  that  there  be  an 
impartial  interpretation  of  the  laws,  and  adminiftration  of  juftice.  It 
is  the  right  of  every  citizen  to  be  tried  by  judges  as  free,  impartial, 
and  independent,  as  the  lot  of  humanity  will  admh.  It  is  therefore 
not  only  the  beft  policy,  but  for  the  fecurity  of  the  rights  of  the 
people,  and  of  every  citizen,  that  the  judges  of  the  fupreme  judicial 
(^urt  fliou|d  hold  their  offices  as  long  as  they  behave  themfelves  well; 

3b  »  attd 
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tnd  that  th«y  (hould  have  honoyrable  falariei,  afcertained  and  eftab* 
liflied  by  ftanding  laws. 

XXX.  Ib  the  goveriunent  of  this  Commonwealth,  the  legiflative 
department  (hall  never  exercife  the  executive  and  judicial  powers,  or 
eitlier  of  them  ;  the  executive  ihall  never  exercife  the  legiflative  and 
judicial  powers,  or  either  of  Hiem  (  the  judicial  flinll  never  exercife 
the  legiflative  and  executive  powers,  or  either  of  them,  to  the  end 
it  may  be  a  government  of  laws,  and  not  of  men. 

THK  GlNBXAl,   COURT. 

I.  The  department  of  legiflation  (halt  be  formed  by  two  branches, 
•  Senate,  and  Hovsb  or  Repsbsentatives,  eadi  of  which  fhnll 
have  a  negative  on  the  other. 

The  legiflative  body  (hall  aflTemble  every  year  on  the  laft  Wednef- 
day  in  May,  and  at  fuch  other  times  as  they  fliall  judge  neceflary ;  and 
(ball  dKTolve  and  be  dKTolved  on  the  day  next  preceding  the  faid  lafl: 
Wednefday  in  May,  and  (ball  be  (liledTuE  Genexal  Coubt  of 
Massacnvsxtts. 

II.  No  bill  or  refolve  of  the  Senate  or  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  fliall 
become  a  law,  and.  have  force  as  fuch,  until  it  (hall  have  been  laid 
before  the  governor  for  his  revifal ;  and  if  he,  upon  fuch  revifion, 
approve  thereof,  he  (hall  (ignify  his  approbation  by  (igning  the  fame. 
But  if  he  have  any  objeAion  to  the  pafling  of  fuch  bill  or  refolve,  he 
fliall  retyrn  the  fame,  together  with  his  obje£kions  thereto,  in  writing, 
to  the  Senate  or  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  in  which  foever  the  fame 
fliall  have  originated ;  who  (hall  enter  the  obje^ions  fent  down  by 
the  governor  at  large  on  their  records,  and  proceed  to  re-confider 
the  f^id  bill  or  refolve.  But  if  after  fuch  rC'Confideration,  two-thirdd 
of  the  faid  Senate  or  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  fliall,  notwithflanding 
the  faid  obje^ipns,  agree  to  pafs  the  fame,  it  fliall,  together  with  the 
objections,  be  feqt  to  the  (jther  branch  of  the  legiflature,  where  ic 
fliall  ^Ifo  be  re>coniidered,  and  if  approved  by  two-thirds  of  the  mem-^ 
bers  prcf<:nt,  it  (hall  have  the  force  of  a  law.  But  in  all  fuch 
oafes,  the  votes  of  both  Houfes  (hall  be  determined  by  yeas  and 
naya ;  and  the  names  of  the  perfons  voting  for  or  againft  the  faid 
bill  or  refolve,  (hall  be  entea>d  upon  the  public  records  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. V.t.!  ;,!|-.lV-!r_-'.'l  '■:!"    ■•     ;"i^  ■      "'*•' 

And  iu  order  to  prevent  imnece(rary  delays,  if  any  bill  or  refolve 

Ihall  not  be  returned  by  the  governor  within  five  days  after  it 
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ituXL  kave  been  prefenCed,  the  firnae  OiaM  h«vc  the  force  of  • 
law. 

in.  The  general  court  fluU  tot  em  hare  full  power  and  autho- 
fity  to  cred  and  conftitute  judicatories  and  courti  of  vecord,  or  other 
couru,  to  be  held  in  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth,  for  the 
bearing,  trying,  and  determining  all  manner  ef  crimes,  ofTencei, 
pleai,  proceflbs,  pMnti,  adtions,  matteri^  eafufea,  ttid  things  what- 
ibever,  anHng  or  happening  within  the  Commonwealth,  or  be- 
tween or  concerning  perfons  inhabhing,  or  reliding,  or  brought 
within  the  fame,  whether  the  fame  be  criminal  or  civil,  or  whether  the 
faid  crimes  be  capital  or  not  capital,  and  whether  the  faid  pleas  be 
real,  perfonal,  or  mixed ;  and  for  the  awarding  and  making  out  of 
execution  thereupon ;  to  which  courts  and  judicatories  are  hereby 
given  and  granted  Aill  power  and  authority  from  time  to  time  to  ad- 
minifter  oaths  or  affirmations,  for  the  better  difcovery  of  truth  in  any 
matter  in  controverfy  or  depending  before  them. 

IV.  And  further,  full  power  and  authority  are  hereby  given  and 
granted  to  the  faid  General  Court  from  time  to  time  to  make,  ordain, 
and  eftablifli  all  manner  of  wholcfome  and  reafonable  orders,  laws, 
ilatutes  and  ordinances,  directions  and  inftrudlions,  either  with  pe- 
nalties or  without,  fo  a»  the  fame  be  not  repugnant  or  contrary  to 
this  cdnftitution,  as  they  fliall  judge  to  be  for  the  good  and  welfare  of 
this  Commonwealth,  and  for  the  government  and  ordering  thereof, 
and  of  the  fubjeAs  of  the  fame,  and  for  the  neceflaiy  fupport  and 
defence  of  the  government  thereof ;    and  to  name  and  fettle  an- 
nually, or  provide  by  fixed  laws,  for  the  naming  and  fettling  all  civil 
officers  within  the  faid  Commonwealth,  the  election  and  conftitution 
of  whom  are  not  hereafter  in  this  form  of  government  otherwife  pro- 
vided for ;  and  to  fet  foith  the  feveral  duties,  powers,  and  limits, 
of  the  feveral  civil  and  military  officers  of  this  Commonwealth,  and 
the  forms  of  fuch  oaths  or  affirmations  as  fhall  be  refpeftivcly  admi- 
niflered  unto  them  for  the  execution  of  their  feveral  offices  and  places, 
lb  as  the  fame  be  not  repugnant  or  contrary  to  this  conftitution ;  and 
to  impofe  and  levy  proportional  and  reafonable  afTefTments,  rates, 
and-  taxes,   upon  all  the  inhabitants  of,  and  perfbns  refident,  and 
eftater lying  within  the  faid  Commonwealth;  and  alfo  to  impofe  and 
levy    reafonable    duties  and  excifes  upon  any  produce,    goods« 
wares,  merchandizes,  and  commodities  whatfoever,  brought  into, 
produced,  manufactured,  or  being  within  the  fame,  to  be  iffiied  and 
difpofed  pf  by  w^rant  under  the  hand  pf  the  govcmpr  of  this  Com- 
monwealth 
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monwealth  for  the  time  being,  with  the  adviee  iind  confent  of  tba 
council,  for  the  public  fervice,  in  the  necelTary  defence  and  Aipport 
of  the  government  of  the  faid  ComntonweaUb,  «nd  th«  prote^ion  and 
prefervation  of  the  fubjei^s.  thereof,  according  to  fueh  g^«  ai  are  or 
ihall  be  in  force  within  the  fame.  ^  »<*(?;;<,■ 

And  while  the  public  charges  of  governmefit,  er  any  part  therteft 
iliall  be  afleiTed  on  polls  and  eftates,  in  the  manner  that  hni  hitherto 
been  praftifed;  in  order  that  fuch  aflefnnenti  may  be  mode  with 
equality,  there  fhall  be  a,  valuation  of  eftates  within  the  Common- 
wealth taken  anew  once  in  every  ten  yean  at  the  leaft)  and  as 
jouch  oftencr  as  the  general  court  (hall  order. .  ;it  s,,,,:i  >,      .  s     }    ; 


'Kn;;;\f!*.K-.toaJ5:;  p&U^m^-i-. 
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I.  There  fliall  be  annually  elei^ed  by  the  freeholders  and  ether  tn« 
habitants  of  this  Commonwealth,  qualified  as  in  thU  eonftitutien  is  pro- 
vided, forty  perfons  to  be  counfellors  and  fenatori  for  the  year  enfu- 
ing  their  ele£tion,  to  be  chofen  by  the  inbabttantH  of  the  di{tri£is 
into  which  the  Commonwealth  may  from  time  to  time  be  divided  by 
the  general  court  for  that  purpofe.  And  the  general  court,  in 
affigning  the  numbers  to  be  eledted  by  the  refpe^tive  diftri^ls,  iliall 
govern  themfelves  by  the  proportion  of  the  publie  tftxei  paid  by  the 
faid  diilricts,  and  timely  make  known  to  the  Inbabitanti  of  the  Com* 
monwealth,  the  limits  of  each  diftrift,  and  the  number  of  ceunfetlora 
and  fenators  to  be  chofen  therein,  provided  that  the  number  of  fuch 
diftrifts  fliall  be  never  lefs  than  thirteen,  and  that  no  diftri^  be  fo 
Jarge  as  to  entitle  the  fame  to  chufe  more  than  fix  fenators. 

And  the  feveral  counties  in  thjs  Commonwealth  fliall,  until  the 
general  court  fliall  determine  it  neceflkry  to  alter  the  faid  diftiifts, 
be  diAriiEls  for  the  choice  of  counfellnrs  and  fenators  (except  that  the; 
counties  of  Dukes  county  and  Nantucket,  fltall  form  one  diftridt  for 
that  purpofe)  and  fhall  ele6t  the  following  number  for  eounfellors 
and  fenators,  Az,  .,.,  .  »,.,,..,.,....  «4  .,r(  ,  »  ..i;,'- ^  ♦!■ »»  s. ,.  4-t, 
Suffolk 6    York  ,,,,,,,,,,»» 


'Effex 6 

l^iddlefex 5 

Hampfliire 4 

Plymouth 3 

Carnflable i 

priHol 3 


Dukei  county  and  Nantueket  .   t 
Worccfler     ••••••  1  •   $ 

Cumberland  ,,,$,,$  t 
Lincoln  ,,,,,,,,,% 
Berk(l(ire  .  •  •  *  •  .  *  •  •  s| 
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)t.  The  {tnztt  ihall  be  the  firil  branch  of  the  legiflature ;  and  tho 
fenators  ifaall  be  chofen  in  the  fotlowing  manner,  viz.  there  iluill  be  a 
meeting  on  the  firft  Monday  in  April  annually,  for  ever,  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  each  town  in  the  feveral  counties  of  this  Commonwealth,  to 
be  called  by  the  fele£t  men,  and  warned  in  due  courfe  of  law,  at  leaft 
feven  days  before  the  firft  Monday  in  April,  for  the  purpofe  of  ele&« 
ing  perfons  to  be  fenators  and  counfellors  :  and  at  fuch  meetings 
every  male  inhabitant  of 'iwenty-one  years  of  age  and  upwards,  having 
a  freehold  eftate  within  the  Commonwealth  of  the  annual  income  of 
three  pounds,  or  any  eftate  of  the  value  or  fixty  pounds,  (hall  have 
a  right  to  give  his  vote  for  the  fenaturs  for  the  diftrid  of  which  he  is 
an  inhabitant.  And  to  remove  all  doubts  concerning  the  meaning  of 
the  word  •'  inhabitant,"  in  this  conftitution,  every  perfon  fliall  be 
confidered  as  an.  inhabitant,  for  the  purpofe  of  ele6ling  and  being 
elected  into  any  office  or  place  within  this  State,  in  that  town,  diftri6t, 
or  plantation,  where  he  dwellcth,  or  hath  his  home* 

The  feledt  men  of  the  feveral  towns  (hall  pi  :fide  at  fuch  meetings 
impartially,  and  (liall  receive  the  votes  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  fuch 
towns  prefent,  a:  {u  qualified  to  vote  for  fenators,  and  fhall  fort  and 
count  theni  in-opm  town  meeting,  and  in  prefence  of  the  town  clerk, 
who  ihdU  make  u  fair  record,  it:  prefence  of  the  feledt  men,  and  in 
open  town  meeting,  of  the  name  of  every  perfon  voted  for,  and  of 
the  number  of  votes  againft  his  name ;  and  a  fair  copy  of  this  record 
(hall  be  attefled  by  the  fele£l  men  and  the  town  clerk,  and  fhall  be 
fealed  up,  directed  to  the  fecretary  of  the  Commonwealth  for  the 
time  being,  with  a  fupcrfcription  expreffing  the  purport  of  the  con- 
tents thereof,  and  delivered  by  the  town  clerk  of  fuch  towns  to  the 
flieriff  of  the  county  in  which  fuch  town  lies,  thirty  days  at  leaft  be- 
fore the  laft  Wednefday  in  May  annually  ;  or  it  fliall  be  delivered  into 
the  fecretary's  office  feventeen  days  at  leaft  before  the  faid  laft  Wed- 
nefday in  May  ;  and  the  flieriff  of  each  county  fliall  deliver  all  fuch 
certificates  by  him  received .  into  the  fecretary's  office  feventeen  days 
before  the  faid  laft  Wednefday  in  May. 

And  the  inhabitants  of  plantations  unincorporated,  qualified  as  this 
conftitution  provides,  who  are  or  fliall  be  impowercd  or  required  to 
aflefs  taxes  upon  themfelves  towards  the  fupport  of  government, 
fliall  have  the  fame  privilege  of  voiing  for  counfellors  and  fenators  iti 
the  plantations  where  they  refide,  as  town  inhabitants  have  in  their  rc- 
fpeftive  towns ;  and  the  plantation  meetings  for  that  purpofe  fliall  be 
held  annually  on  the  fame  firft  Monday  in  April,  at  fuch  place  in  the 
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Plant»tioQS  reipe&ivtly  as  (he  «l*eflbrs  thereof  ihaU  ^re^ ;  whtcft 
•iTeflbrf  ihtdl  have  like  Authority  for  notifying  the  eleftors,  c(^le£ting 
and,  returning  the  votes,  as  the  feleA  ineo  and  town  clerks  have  in  th^r 
feveral  towns  by  this  conflitution.  And  all  other  perfons  living  in 
places  unincorporated  (qualified  as  aforefaid)  who  fiiall  be  alTefled  to 
the  fupport  of  government  by  the  aiTcflbrs  of  an  adjacent  town,  fliall 
have  the  privilege  of  giving  in  their  votes  for  counfellors  and  fenators, 
in  the  town  where  they  fliall  be  afleifed,  and  be  notified  of  the  place  of 
meeting  by  the  felcft  men  of  the  town  where  they  Ihall  be  aflefled, 
for  that  purpofe  accordingly. 

III.  And  that  there  may  be  a  dne  convention  of  fenators  on  the  laft 
Wednefday  in  May,  annually,  the  governor  and  five  of  the  council 
for  the  time  being  fhal),  as  foon  as  may  be,  examine  the  returned 
copies  of  fuch  records ;  and  fourteen  days  before  the  faid  day  he  fliall 
ilfue  his  fummons  to  fuch  perfons  as  fliall  appear  to  be  chofen  by  the 
majority  of  voters,  to  attend  on  that  day  and  take  theif  leats  accor- 
dingly; provided  neverthelefs,  that  for  the  firft  year  the  fud  returned 
copies  (hall  be  examined  by  the  prefident  and  five  of  the  council  of  the 
former  conftitution  of  government ;  and  the  faid  prefident  fliall,  in 
like  manner,  ifri:e  his  fummons  to  the  perfons  fo  eIeAed»  that  they 
may  take  theii"  feats  as  aforefaid.  <■  —  , ..      v;  -.;.;:.  i«'i  •       .'    «' • 

IV.  The  Senate  flnll  be  the  final  judge  of  the  cIcAions,  returns, 
and  qualifications  of  their  own  members,  as  pointed  out  in  the]conflitu- 
tion,  and  fliall,  on  the  faid  laft  Wednefday  in  May  annually,  deter* 
mine  and  declare  who  are  elected  by  each  diflri^t  to  be  fenators  by  a 
majority  of  votes :  and  in  cafe  there  fhail  not  appear  to  be  the  full 
number  of  fenators  elected  by  a  majority  of  votes  for  any  diflri^V, 
the  deficiency  fliall  be  fupplied  in  the  following  manner,  viz.    The 
members  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  and  fuch  fenators  as  fhall 
be  declared  elected,  fliall  take  the  names  of  fuch  perfons  as  fliall  be 
found  to  have  the  higheft  number  of  votes  in  fuch  diflriA,  and  not 
elected,    amounting  to  twice  the  number  of  fenators  wanting,  if 
there  be  fo  many  voted  for ;    and  out  of  thefe  fliall  ele£t  by  ballot  a: 
number  of  fenators  fufficient  to  fill  up  the  vacancies  in  fuch  diflri£t : 
and  in  this  manner  all  fuch  vacancies  fliall  be  filled  in  every  diflrif^ 
of  the  Comuionweakh ;  and  in  like  manner  all  vacancies  in  the 
Senate,    arifing   by  death,    removal  out  of  the  State,    or  other- 
wife,  fliall  be  fupplied  as  foon  as  may  be,  after  fuch  vacancies  fliall 
happen. 

V.  Provided 
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vv>  V,  Provided  nevenhelefs,  that  no  perfon  fliall  be  capable  of  being 
defied  as  a  fenator,  who  is  not  feifed  in  his  own  right  of  a  fivehotd 
within  this  Commonwealth  of  the  value  of  three  hundred  pounds  at 
leaft,  or  pofleiTed  of  perfonal  eftate  to  the  value  of  fix  hundred 
pounds  at  leaft,  or  of  both  to  the  amount  of  the  fame  fum,  and  who 
has  not  been  an  inhabitant  of  this  Commonwealth  for  the  fpace  of 
five  years  immediately  preceding  his  election,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  eledion  he  fliall  be  an  inhabitant  in  the  diflri£t  for  which  he  ihall 
be  chofen. 

VI,  The  Senate  (hall  have  power  to  adjourn  themfelves,  provided 
fuch  adjournments  do  not  exceed  two  days  at  a  time. 

VII.  The  Senate  fliall  chufe  its  own  prefldent,  appoint  its  own  of- 
ficers,  and  determine  its  own  rules  of- proceedings. 

VIIJ.  The  Senate  fliall  be  a  court  with  full  authority  to  hear  and  de- 
termine all  impeachments  made  by  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives 
againft  any  oflicer  or  officers  of  the  Commonwealth,  for  mifcon- 
dud  and  mal-adminiftration  in  their  offices.  But  previous  to  the  trial 
of  every  impeachment,  the  members  of  the  Senate  fliall  refpe^tively 
be  fwom,  truly  and  impartially  to  try  and  determine  the  charge  in 
queftion  according  to  evidence.  Their  judgment,  however,  fliall 
not  extend  further  than  to  removal  from  office,  and  difqualification  to 
hold  or  enjoy  any  place  or  honour,  truft,  or  profit,  under  this  Com- 
monwealth :  but  the  party  fo  conviAed  fliall  be,  neverthelefs,  liable 
to  indictment,  trial,  judgment,  and  punifliment,  according  to  the 
laws  of  the  land.  ..  .,  ^ 

IX.  Not  lefs  than  fixteen  members  of  the  Senate  fliall  conltitute 
a  quorum  for  doing  bufinefs. 

*        HOVSE   OF  REPRESENTATIVES.    ?-j(-?;:^;     j     ,;t  tr 

L  There  fliall  be  in  the  legiflature  of  this  Commonwealth  a  repre- 
fentation  of  the  people  annually  eleAed,  and  founded  upon  the  prin- 
ciple of  equality, 

II.  And  in  order  to  provide  for  a  reprefentation  of  the  citizens  of 
this  Commonwealth  founded  on  the  principle  of  equality,  every 
corporate  town  containing  one  hundred  and  fifty  rateable  polls,  may 
ele£t  one  reprefentative :  every  corporate  town  containing  three  hun- 
dred and  feventy-five  rateable  polls,  may  eleft  two  reprefentatives : 
every  corporate  town  containing  fix  hundred  rateable  polls,  may 
ele£t  three  reprefentatives;  and  proceeding  in  that  manner,  making 
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two  hundred  and  twenty-five  rateable  polls,  the  mean  increafinf 
number  for  every  additional  reprelentative. 

Provided  nevertlielefs,  that  each  town  now  incorporated,  not  hav* 
ingone  hundred  and  fifty  rateable  polls,  may  ele£t  one  reprefentative; 
but  no  place  fiiall  hereafter  be  incorporated  ;with  the  privilege  of 
electing  a  reprefentative,  unlefs  there  are  wKhin  the  fame  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  rateable  polls. 

And  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  fliall  have  power  from  time 
to  time  to  impofe  fines  upon  fuch  towns  as  (hall  neglcA  to  chufe 
and  return  members  to  the  fame,  agreeably  to  this  conftitution. 

The  exp&nces  of  travelling  to  the  general  aflembly,  and  returning 
.  home  once  in  every  feflion  and  no  more,  iliall  be  paid  by  the  go- 
vernment out  of  the  public  treafury,  to  every  member  who  ihall  at. 
tend  as  feafonably  as  he  can,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Houfe,  and  does 
not  depart  without  leave. 

III.  Every  member  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  fliall  be  chofen 
by  written  votes ;  and  for  one  year  at  Icaft  next  preceding  the  elec- 
tion fliall  have  been  an  inhabitant  of,  and  have  been  feifed  in  his 
own  right  of  a  freehold  of  the  value  ofVone  hundred  pounds  within 
the  town  he  fliall  be  chofen  to  reprefent,  oc  any  rateable  eftate  to 
the  value  of  two  hundred  pounds ;  and  he  fliall  ceafe  to  reprefent 
the  faid  town,  immediately  on  his  ceafing  to  be  qualified  as  afore- 

.  faid. 

IV.  Every  male  pcrfon,  being  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  refi- 
dent  in  any  particular  town  in  this  Commonwealth  for  the  fpace  of 
one  year  next  preceding,  having  a  freehold  eflate  within  the  fame 
town,  of  the  annual  income  of  three  pounds,  or  any  eftate  of  the  value 
of  fixty  pounds,  fliall  have  a  right  to  vote  in  the  choice  of  a  ^eprefen- 
fative  or  reprefentatives  for  the  faid  town. 

V.  The  members  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  (hall  be  chofen 
annually  in  the  month  of  May,  ten  days  at  leaft  before  the  lafl  Wed- 
nefclay  of  that  month. 

VI.  The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  fliall  be  the  grand  inqueft  of  this 
Commonwealth  ;  and  all  impeachments  made  by  them  fliall  be  heard 

■  and  tried  by  the  Senate.  t"--;;  i 

VII.  All  money-bills  fliall  originate  in  the  Houfe  of  Reprefeiila- 
tives,  but  the  Senate  may  propofe  qt  concur  wirji  awrndmrntT  as  on 
othcV  bills. 
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Vin.  The  ^oufe  of  Reprefentatives  fliall  have  power  to  adjoura 
themfelves,  provided  fuch  adjournment  fliall  not  exceed  two  days  at 
a  time. 

IX.  Not  lefs  than  fixty  members  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives 
iliall  conflitute  a  quorum  for  doing  buGnefs. 

X.  The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  ihall  be  the  judge  of  the  re» 
turns,  eledtions,  and  qualifications  of  its  own  members,  as  pointed 
out  in  the  conllitution ;  ihall  chufe  their  own  fpeaker,  appoint  their 
own  officers,  and  fettle  the  rules  and  orders  of  proceeding  in  their 
own  Houfe.  They  ihall  have  authority  to  puniili  by  imprifonment 
every  peifon,  not  a  member,  who  iliall  be  guilty  of  difrefped  to  the 
Houfe,  l^  any  diforderly  or  contemptuous  behaviour  in  its  pre- 
fence ;  or  who,  in  the  town  where  the  general  court  is  fitting,  and 
during  tlie  time  of  its  fitting,  ihall  threaten  harm  to  the  body  or 
cftate  of  any  of  its  members,  for  any  thing  (aid  or  done  in  the  Houfe; 
or  who  fliall  alfault  any  of  them  therefor,  or  who  ihall  aifault  or 
arreit  any  witnefs  or  other  perfon  ordered  to  attend  the  Houfe,  in  his 
way  in  going  or  returning,  or  who  fliall  refcue  any  perfon  arrefted 
by  the  order  of  the  Houfe. 

And  no  member  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  ihall  be  arrefted  or 
held  to  bail  on  mefne  procefs,  during  his  going  unto,  returning  from» 
or  hisattending  the  general  aflembly.  '■'-'• 

XI.  The  Senate  ihall  have  the  fame  powers  in  the  like  cafes  t  and 
the  governor  and  eouncil  ihall  have  the  fame  authority  to  puniih  i 
like  cafes.  Provided,  that  no  imprifonment  on  the  warrant  or 
order  of  the  Governor,  Council,  Senate,  or  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives^ 
ibr  either  of  the  above  dcfcribed  offences,  be  for  a  term  exceeding 
.thirty  days,    r^yrifa  ry-^  r-\-:-i,:i,d'  -.y.-uf'-r^siv:*^  ^'^vvfo.t>« 

And  the  Senate  and  Ifouie  of  Reprefentatives  may  try  and  deter- 
mine all  cafes  where  their  rights  and  privileges  are  concerned,  and 
which  by  the  conilitntion  they  have  authority  to  try  and  determine 
by  committees  of  their  own  members,  or  in  fuch  other  way  as  they 
may  refpe£tively  think  beft. 
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I.  There  ihall  be  a  fupreme  executive  maglftrate,  who  fliall  be 
ftiled  The  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachv* 
6ETTS,  and  whofe  title  fliall  he,  His  Excellency. 

II.  The  governor  ihall  be  chofen  annually;  and  no  perfon  ihall  be 
eligible  to  this  oiKce,  unlefs  at  the  time  of  his  eleftion  he  fliall  have 

C  Q  z  been 
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b«en  an  inhabitant  of  this  Commonwealth  for  fevea  years  next  pre- 
ceding ;  and  unlefs  he  (hall  at  the  fame  time  be  feifed  in  his  own 
right  of  a  freehold  within  the  Commonwealth  of  the  value  of  one 
thoufand  pounds ;  and  unlefs  he  ihall  declare  himfelf  to  be  of  the 
Chriftian  religion. 

III.  Thufe  perfons  who  fliall  be  qualified  to  vote  for  fenators  ind 
reprefentatives  within  the  feveral  towns  of  this  Commonwealth, 
ihall,  at  a  meeting  to  be  called  for  that  purpofe  on  the  fiiik  Monday 
of  April  annually,  give  in  their  votes  for  a  governor,  to  the  fe^ 
led  men  who  fliall  prefide  at  fuch  meetings ;  and  the  town-clerk,  in 
theprefence,  and  with  the  afUftance  of  the  felef):  men,  fliall,  in  open 
town  meeting,  fort  and  count  the  votes,  and  form  a  lift  of  the  per- 
fons voted  for,  with  the  number  of  votes  for  each  perfon  againfl  his 
name ;  and  fhall  make  a  fair  record  of  the  fame  in  the  town  books, 
and  a  public  declaration  thereof  in  the  faid  meeting;  and  fliall, 
ill  the  prefence  of  the  inhabitants,  feal  up  copies  of  the  faid  lifl:,  at- 
tefted  by  him  and  the  fele£t  men,  and  tranfmit  the  fame  to  theflieriif 
of  the  county,  thirty  days  at  leafl  before  the  laft  Wednefday  in  May, 
and  the  flieriff  fliall  tranfmit  the  fame  to  the  fecretary's  office,  feven- 
teen  days  at  leafl  before  the  faid  laft  Wednefday  in  May ;  or  the  fe« 
le£t  men  may  cauie  returns  of  the  fame  to  be  made  to  the  office  of 
the  fecretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  feventeen  days  at  leaft  before 
the  laid  day ;  and  the  fecretary  fliall  lay  the  fame  before  the  Senate, 
and  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  on  the  laft  Wednefday  in  May, 
to  be  by  them  examined ;  and  in  cafe  of  an  election  by  the  majority 
of  all  the  votes  returned,  the  choice  fliall  be  by  them  declared  and 
publiflied ;  but  if  no  perfon  Ihall  have  a  majority  of  votes,  the 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  ftiall,  by  ballot,  eleft  two  out  of  four  per- 
fons Avho  had  the  higheft  number  of  votes,  if  fo  many  (ball  have  been 
voted  for;  but  if  otherwife^  out  of  the  number  voted  for,  and 
make  return  to  the  Senate  of  the  two  perfons  fo  elected,  on  which  the 
Senate  fliall  proceed  by  ballot,  to  ele£t  one,  who  fliall  be  declared 
governor.  .i>-n]  /n;nj  •^iTJ^fsuKrfv^  vi  - 

IV.  The  governor  fhall  have  authority  from  time  to  time,  at  his 
difcretion,  to  afTemble  and  call  together  the  counfellors  of  this  Com- 
monwealth for  the  time  being;  and  the  governor,  with  the  faid 
counfellors,  or.  five  of  them  at  leaft,  fliall  and  may,  from  time  to 
time,  hold  and  Vesp  a  council  for  the  ordering  and  dircfting  the  af- 
fairs of  the  Commonwealth,  agreeably  to  the  .conftitution  and  the 
lawsof  the  land.     .•  ^  jlii  "i .>  14  ■    ■•■    ■-  fi;*^:,  .^.''i-^   ;'i;  •'  ■  •  •^'i 
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V.  The  governor^  with  advice  of  council,  fliall  have  full  power 
and  authority,  duriiig  the  feffion  of  the  general  court,  to  adjourn  or 
prorogue  the  (aine,  to  any  time  the  two  Houfes  fhall  defire ;  and  to 
diflblve  the  fame,  on  the  day  next  preceding  the  lall  Wednefday  in  ^ 
May ;  and,  in  the  recefs  of  the  faid  court,  to  prorogue  the  fame, 
from  time  to  time,  not  exceeding  ninety  days  in  any  one  recefs :  and  to 
call  it  together  fooner  than  the  time  to  which  it  may  be  adjourned  or 
prorogued,  if  the  welfare  of  the  Commonwealth  fliall  require  the 
fame.  And  in  cafe  of  any  infectious  diftemper  prevailing  in  the  place 
where  the  faid  court  is  next  at  any  time  to  convene,  or  any  other 
caufe  happening  whereby  danger  may  arife  to  the  health  or  lives  of 
the  members  from  their  attendance,  he  may  dire£t  the  feffion  to  be 
held  at  fome  other  the  moft  convenient  place  within  the  State. 

And  the  governor  fliall  diflblve  the  faid  general  court  on  the  day 
next  preceding  the  laft  Wednefday  in  May.  •     ,.\ 

VI.  In  cafes  t>f  difagreement  between  the  two  Houfes,  with  regard 
to  the  neceffity,  expediency,  or  time  of  adjournment  or  prorogation, 
the  governor,  with  the  advice  of  the  council,  fliall  have  a  right  to 
adjourn  or  prorogue  the  general  court,  not  exceeding  ninety  days,  as 
he  fliall  determine  the  public  good  fliall  require. 

VII.  The  governor  of  this  Commonwealth  for  the  time  being 
fliall  be  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  army  and  navy,  and  of  all 
the  military  forces  of  thts  State  by  fea  and  land  ;  and  fliall  have  full 
power  by  himfelf,  or  by  any  commander,  or  other  officer  or  officers, 
from  time  to  time  to  train,  inftruA,  exercife  and  govern  the  militia  and 
na\'y,  and  for  the  fpecial  defence  and  fafety  of  the  Commonwealth,  to 
aflemble  in  martial  array,  and  put  in  warlike  poflure,  the  inhabitants 
thereof ;  and  to  lead  and  conduct  them,  and  with  them  to  encounter, 
repel,  refift,  expel,  and  purfue,  by  force  of  arms,  as  well  by  fea  as 
by  land,  within  or  without  the  limits  of  this  Commonwealth ;  and 
alfo  to  kill,  flay,  and  deflroy,  if  neceflary,  and  conquer,  by  all  fit* 
ting  ways,  enterprizes,  and  means  whatfoever,  all  and  every  fuch 
perfon  and  perfons  as  fliall,  at  any  time  hereafter,  ,in  a  hoilile  man->  ^ 
ner  attempt  or  enterprife  the  deftruftion,  invafion,  detriment,  or 
annoyance  of  this  Commonwealth ;  and  to  ufe  and  exercii'e,  over 
the  army  and  nav^,  and  over  the  militia  in  adtual  fervice,  the  law- 
martial,  in  time  of  war  or  invaiion,  and  alfo  in  time  of  rebellion^ 
declared  by  the  legiflature  to  exifl;,  as  occafion  fliall  necelfarily  re« 
quire ;  and  to  take  and  furprtfe  by  all  ways  and  means  whatfoever, 
all  and  every  fuch  peifon  or  perfons,  ^vith  their  fliips,  arms,  am^^ 

munition,^ 
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munition,  and  othtr  goods,  as  fliali  in  a  hoftile  manner  invade,  or 
attempt  the  invading,  conquering,  or  annoying  this  Commonwealth; 
and  that  the  governor  be  entrufted  with  all  tbefe  and  other  powers 
incident  to  the  offices  of  captain-general  and  commander  in  chief, 
and  admiral,  to  be  cxercifed  agreeably  to  the  rules  and  regulations 
of  the  conftitution,  and  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  not  otherwife. 

Provided,  that  the  faid  governor  ftiall  not,  at  any  time  hereafter, 
by  virtue  of  any  power  by  this  conftitution  granted,  or  hereafter  to 
be  granted  to  him  by  the  legiflature,  tranf|)ort  any  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  Commonwealth,  or  oblige  them  to  march  out  of  the 
limits  of  the  fame,  without  their  free  and  voluntary  confent,  or  the 
confent  of  the  general  court ;  except  fo  far  as  may  be  neceflary  to 
inarch  or  tranfport  them  by  land,  or  water,  for  the  detence  of  inch 
part  of  the  State  to  which  they  cannot  otherwife  conveniently  have 
accefs. 

Vlil.  The  power  of  pardoning  offences,  except  fuch  as  perfons 
may  be  convifted  of  before  the  Senate  by  an  impeachment  of  the 
Houfe,  fhall  be  in  the  governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the 
coimcil :  but  no  charter  of  pardon  granted  by  the  governor,  with 
the  advice  of  the  council,  before  conviflion,  Aiall  av^l  the  party 
pleading  the  fame,  notv^'ithftanding  any  general  or  particular  expref- 
fions  contained  ther'>;n  defcriptive  of  the  offence  or  offences  intended 
to  be  pardoned. 

IX.  All  judicial  officers,  the  attorney-general,  fqlicitor-general* 
an  flieriffs,  coroners,  and  regilters  of  probate,  (hall  be  nominated 
»nd  appointed  by  the  governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  confent 
of  the  council ;  and  every  fuch  nomination  fhall  be  made  by  the  go^ 
vemor^  and  made  at  leaft  feven  days  prior  to  fuch  appointment. 

X.  The  captains  and  fubalterns  of  the  militia  fliall  be  elefted  by 
the  written  votes  of  the  train-band  and  alarm-lift  of  their  refpeftive 
companies  of  twenty -one  years  of  age  and  upwards :  the  field  offi-, 
cers  of  regiments  fliall  be  eleded  by  the  written  votes  of  the  captains 
and  fubalterns  of  their  refpe£tive  regiments :  the  brigadiers  flial  be 
elected  in  like  manner  by  the  field  officers  of  their  refpeftive  bri-^ 
gades :  and  fuch  officers  fo  elected  (hall  be  commiffioned  by  the  go. 
vcrnor,  who  fliall  determine  their  rank. 

The  legiihture  fliall,  by  ftanding  laws,  direft  the  time  and  man- 
ner of  convening  the  eleftors,  and  of  colleding  votes,  and  o  ccr-. 
litying  to  the  governor  the  officers  elcAcd*     iii  ^.H  .  (>f  line,  irirtt^ 
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The  major-generals  fliall  be  appointed  by  the  Senate  and  Houft 
of  Reprefentatives,  each  having  a  negative  upon  the  other ;  and  be 
commiflioned  by  the  governor. 

And  if  the  electors  of  brigadiers,  field  officers,  captains,  or  fub- 
altems,  (hall  neglect  or  refufe  to  make  I'uch  elections,  after  being  duly 
notified,  according  to  the  laws  for  the  time  being,  then  the  gover- 
nor,  with  advice  of  council,  fhall  appoint  fuitable  perfons  to  fill  fuch 
offices. 

And  no  officer,  duly  commilfioncd  to  command  in  the  militia,  (hall 
be  removed  from  his  office,  but  by  the  addrei's  of  both  Houfes  to 
the  governor,  or  by  fair  trial  in  cf>urt-martial,  purfuant  to  the  laws 
of  the  Commonwealth  for  the  time  being. 

1r  The  commanding  officers  of  regiments  fliall  appoint  their  adju- 
tants and  quarter-mailers ;  the  brigadiers  their  brigade-majors ;  and 
the  major-generals  their  aids ;  and  the  governor  ihall  appoint  thr 
adjutant-general. 

The  governor,  with  advice  of  council,  fliall  appoint  all  officers  of 
the  continental  army,  whom,  by  the  confederation  of  the  United 
'States,  ic  is  provided,  that  this  Commonwealth  fliall  appoim,  as  alio 
all  officers  of  forts  and  garrifons. 

•L.  The  divifions  of  the  militia  into  brigades,  regiments  and  compa- 
nies, made  in  purfuance  of  the  militia  laws  now  in  force,  flia'l  be 
confidered  as  the  proper  diviilons  of  the  militia  of  this  Common- 
wealth, until  the  fame  fliall  be  altered  in  purfuance  of  fome  future 
law. 

XI«  No  monies  fhall  be  iffued  out  of  the  treafury  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, and  difpofed  of  (except  fuch  fums  as  may  be  appropri- 
ated for  the  redemption  of  bills  of  credit  or  treafurers  notes,  or  for 
the  payment  of  interefls  arifing  thereon)  but  by  warrant  under  the 
hand  of  the  governor  for  the  time  being,  with  the  advice  and  confent 
of  the  council,  for  the  necefTary  defence  ami  fupport  of  the  Com- 
monwealth; and  for  the  protection  and  prefcrvation  of  the  inhabitants 
thereof^  agreeably  to  the  a^s  and  refolves  of  the  general  court. 
■^  XII.  All  public  boar^j;,  the  commiflary-general,  all  fuperiatend- 
ing  officers  of  public  magazines  and  (lores  belonging  to  this  Com- 
monwealth, and  all  commanding  officers  of  forts  and  garrifons  within 
the  fame,  (liall  once  in  every  three  months,  officially,  and  without 
requifition,  and  at  other  times  when  required  by  the  governor,  de- 
liver to  him  an  account  of  all  goods,  (lores,  provifions,  ammunition, 
camxoa  ^yith  their  appendages,  and  fmall-arms  with  their  accoutre- 
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ments,  and  of  all  other  public  property  whatever  under  their  care 
rcfpefkively ;  diftinguiHiing  the  quantity,  number,  quality  and  kind 
of  each,  as  particularly  as  may  be ;  together  with  the  condition  of 
fuch  forts  and  garrifons :  and  the  faid  commanding  officer  (hall  ex- 
hibit to  the  governor,  when  required  by  him,  true  and  exa&  plans 
of  fuch  forts,  and  of  the  land  and  Tea,  or  harbour  or  harbours  ad- 
jacent. 

And  the  faid  boards,  and  all  public  officers,  (Iiall  communicate  to 
the  governor,  as  foon  as  may  be  after  receiving  the  fame,  all  letters,, 
difpatches,  and  intelligence  of  a  public  nature,  which  ihall  be  di« 
refted  to  them  refpeftivtly*       :•  •        -r     ^P"  •'  ,  '       '  ':  * 

XIII.  As  the  public  good  requires  that  the  governor  fliould  not 
be  under  the  undue  influence  of  any  of  the  members  of  the  general 
court,  by  a  dependence  on  them  for  his  fupport — that  he  fliould  in 
0\\  cafes  aift  with  freedom  for  the  benefit  of  the  public — that  he 
fliould  not  have  his  attention  neceflarily  diverted  from  that  object  to 
his  private  concerns — and  that  he  fliould  maintain  the  dignity  of  the 
Cbmmonwealth  in  the  character  of  its  chief  magiftrate,  it  is  necef- 
fary  that  he  fliould  have  an  honourable  ftated  falaty,  of  a  fixed  and 
permanent  value,  amply  fuflicient  for  thofe  purpofes,  and  eftabliflied 
by  (landing  laws ;  and  it  (hall  be  among  the  firll  adts  of  the  general 
court,  after  the  commencement  of  this  conftitution,  to  eftablifli  fuch 
falary  by  law  accordingly. 

Permanent  and  honourable  falartes  (hall  alfo  be  eftabli(hed  by  law 
for  the  juftices  of  the  fupreme  judicial  court.  -  • 

And  if  it  fliall  be  found  that  any  of  the  falaries  aforefaid,  fo  efla- 
blidied,  are  infufHcient,  they  fliall  from  time  to  time  be  enlarged  as 
the  general  court  fliall  judge  proper. 


1 


,i  ■  •  LIEUTENANT-GOVERVOR.  ';     'r;' 

I.  There  (liall  be  annually  ele^ed  a  lieutenant-governor  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  MalTachufetts,  whole  title  fliall  be,  His  Honour  { 
and  who  fliall  be  qualified,  in  poiQt  of  religion,  property,  and  refl- 
dence  in  the  Commonwealth,  in  the  fame  manner  with  the  gover- 
nor :  and  the  day  and  manner  of  his  ele^ion,  and  the  qualifications 
of  the  eleAors,  fliall  be  the  fame  as  are  required  in  the  eleAion  of 
a  governor.  The  return  of  the- votes  for  this  officer,  and  the  decla- 
ration of  his  eledtion,  fliall  be  in  the  fame  manner:  and  if  no  one 
perfon  fliall  be  found  to  have  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  returned, 
the  vacancy  (hall  be  filled  by  the  Seriate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefenta' 

-•-'  .•  tives. 
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iftves,  in  the  fame  manner  aa  the  governor  ii  to  be  eleAed^  in  eaf<i  no  ontf 
perfon  (hall  have  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  people  to  be  governor* 

II.  The  governor,  and  in  his  abfence  the  lieutenant-governor, 
fliall  be  prefident  of  the  council,  but  fliall  have  no  vote  in  council  | 
and  the  lieutenant>governor  fliall  always  be  a  member  of  the  coun* 
cil,  except  when  the  chair  of  the  governor  ftiaU  be  vacant. 

III.  Whenever  the  chair  of  the  governor  fliall  be  vacant,  by  rea« 
fon  of  his  death,  or  abfence  from  the  Commonwealth,  or  otherwife, 
the  lieutenant-governor  for  the  time  being  fliall,  during  fuch  va* 
cancy,  perform  all  the  duties  incumbent  upon  the  governor,  and  fliall 
have  and  exetrife  all  the  powers  and  authorities  which  by  this  con- 
ftitution  the  governor  is  veiled  with  when  perfonally  prefent. 


COVNCIX.. 

I.  There  fliall  be  a  council  for  advifing  the  governor  in  the  exe- 
cutive part  of  government,  to  confift  of  nine  perfons  belides  thtf 
lieutenant-governor,  whom  the  governor  for  the  time  being  fliall  have 
full  power  and  authority,  from  time  to  time,  at  his  difcretion,  to 
aflemble  and  call  together.  And  the  governor,  with  the  faid  coun* 
iellors,  or  five  of  them  at  leafl,  (hall  and  may,  from  time  to  time^ 
hold  and  keep  a  council,  for  the  ordering  and  dire£ling  the  affairs  of 
the  Commonwealth  according  to  the  laws  of  the  land. 

II.  Nine  counfellors  fhall  be  annually  chofen  from  among  the 
perfons  returned  for  counfellors  and  fenators,  on  the  laft  Wednefday 
in  May,  by  the  joint  ballot  of  the  fenators  and  reprefentatives  af- 
fembled  in  one  room  ;  and  in  cafe  there  fliall  not  be  found,  upon 
the  firft  choice,  the  whole  number  of  nine  perfons  who  will  accept  a 
Jeat  in  the  council,  the  deficiency  fliall  be  made  up  by  the  ele£tor» 
aforefaid  from  among  the  people  at  large,  and  the  number  of  fena- 
tors left  fliall  conflitute  the  Senate  for  the  year.  The  feats  of  the  per* 
fons  thus  eleded  from  the  Senate,  and  accepting  the  trufl,  fliall  be 
vacated  in  the  Senate. 

III.  The  counfellors,  in  the  civil  arrangenients  of  the  Common" 
wealth,  fliall  have  rank  next  after  the  lieutenant-governor* 

IV.  Not  more  than  two  counfellors  fliall  be  chofen  out  of  any  one 
diftria  of  this  Commonwealth. 

V.  The  refolutions  and  advice  of  the  council  fhall  be  recorded  in 
a  regifter,  and  flgned  by  the  members  prefent,  and  this  record  may 
be  called  for  at  any  time  by  either  Huufe  of  the  Icgiflature,  and  any 
member  of  the  council  may  infert  his  opinion  contrary  to  the  refo*, 
Jution  of  the  majority. 
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VI.  Whenever  Ihe  office  of  the  governor  and  Heiitenant-govemor 
fluU  be  vacant,  by  mfon  of  death,  Abicnce,  or  otherwife,  then  the 
council,  or  the  major  pan  of  them,  (hall,  during  fuch  vacancy,  have 
full  power  and  authority  to  do,  and  execute,  all  and  every  fuch  a6tt 
matters  and  things,  as  the  governor,  or  the  lieutenant*governor, 
might  or  could,  by  virtue  of  this  conftitution,  do  or  execute,  if  they 
or  either  of  them  were  perfonally  prcfent. 

VII.  And  whereas  the  elections  appointed  to  be  made  by  this 

conftitution,  on  tlie  laft  Wednefday  in  May  annually,  by  the  two 

Houfes  of  the  legiflature,  may  not  be  completed  on  that  day,  the 

faid  elections  may  be  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until  the  fame  fliali 

be  completed.    And  the  order  of  ele6>ions  fliall  be  as  follows :  The 

vacancies  in  the  Senate,  if  any,  flial[^firft  be  filled  up ;  the  governor 

ind  lieutcnanr-governnr  fliall  then  be  elected,  provided  there  fliould 

be  no  choice  of  them  by  the  people ;  and  afterwards  the  two  Houfes 

ihall  proceed  to  tlie  election  of  the  council. 

■    •      ,  .         -^:--  ■,'.•:  :  '  ■"'   ■ 

,  SXCRETARYi   TKBASVREK,   COMMISSARY,  &C.       ; ,,    , 

I.  The  fecretary,  treafurer  and  receiver-general,  and  the  commif- 
fary>general,  notaries  public,  and  naval  officers,  fliall  be  chofen  ar.- 
Dually,  by  joint  ballot  of  the  fenators  and  reprefentatives,  in  one 
room.  And  that  the  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth  may  be  aflured, 
from  time  to  time,  that  the  monies  remaining  in  the  public  treafury, 
upon  the  fettlement  and  liquidation  of  the  public  accounts,  arc  their 
property,  no  man  fliall  be  eligible  as  treafurer  and  receiver-general 
more  than  five  years  fucceflively. 

II.  The  records  of  the  Commonwealth  fliall  be  kept. in  the  ofl'ice 
of  the  fecretary,  who  may  appoint  his  deputies,  for  wliofe  conduct 
he  fliull  be  accountable ;  and  he  fliall  attend  the  governor  and  coun- 
cil, the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  in  perfon,  or  by  his 
deputies,  as  they  fliall  refpedively  require. 

'  ■''■  I  ...   '■ ;    •  - '  •  •      ', '  " 

,      -   .  JUDICIARY    POWER.  >     -    ,  L 

1,  The  tenure  ihat  all  commiflioa  officers  fliall  by  law  have  In  their 
offices  fliall  be  c.xprefled  in  their  refpeftive  commiffions.  All  judi- 
cial officers,  duly  appointed,  commiffioned  and  fworn,  fliall  hold 
their  offices  during  good  behaviour,  excepting  fuch  concerning  whom 
there  is  different  provifion  made  in  this  conftitution ;  provided,  ne- 
verthelefs,  the  governor,  with  confent  of  the  council,  may  remove 
them  upon  the  addrefs  of  both  Houfes  of  the  Legiflature.     ■''"i<J''>  ~ 

..,^ -^  •-■  vv ll.  Each 


II.  £«c 

council,  a 
of  the  fup 
upon  fulen 

lil.  In 
tinuance  ii 
charging  t 
all  commifl 
in  the  term 
expiration 
newed,  or 
well-being  c 
IV.  The 
adminiftrati( 
fixed  days, 
Legiflature  fl 
places;  unti 
the  times 
V.  All 
from  the 
governor 
provifion. 


anc 

cai 

jud 

and 


The  delegs 

United  States 

elefted  by  the 

tives,  aflemble 

year,  to  comir 

fuing.    Theyl 

and  the  great  f< 

time  within  th 

fame  manner,  i 


I.  Whereas  < 

1636,  laid  the  ] 

many  perfons  of 

initiated  in  tholi 

employments,  be 

mcnt  of  arts  jmi 


r-\*i  = 


lU. 


Lch 


OF    MASSACHUSETTI.  20} 

IL  Each  branch  of  the  Ltgiflature,  at  well  ai  tfif  governor  and 
council,  fliall  have  authoritjr  to  require  th«  opinioni  of  the  juftkct 
of  the  fupremc  judicial  court  upon  important  queftions  of  law,  and 
upon  folemn  occafiont^ 

III.  In  order  that  the  people  may  not  fuffer  from  the  long  con  - 
tinuance  in  place  of  any  juftice  of  the  peace,  who  fliall  fail  of  dif* 
charging  the  important  duties  of  hit  office  with  ability  or  fidelity, 
all  commiflions  of  jufticea  of  the  peace  fliall  expire  and  become  void 
in  the  term  of  feven  yean  from  their  refpeAive  dates ;  and  upon  the 
expiration  of  any  commiflion,  the  fame  mny,  if  neceflitr}*,  be  re* 
newed,  or  another  perfon  appointed,  as  fliaH  moil  conduce  to  the 
well-being  of  the  Commonwealth. 

IV.  The  judges  of  probate  of  wills,  and  for  granting  letters  of 
adminiftration,  fliall  hold  their  courts  at  fuch  place  or  places,  on 
fixed  days,  as  the  convenience  of  the  people  Aiall  require ;  and  the 
Legiflature  fliall,  from  time  to  time,  hereafter  appoint  fuch  times  and 
places ;  until  which  appoiatments,  the  faid  courts  fliall  be  holden  at 
the  times  and  places  which  the  refpe£live  judges  fliall  direJl. 

V.  All  caufes  of  marriage,  divorce  and  alimony,  and  all  appeals 
^m  the  judges  of  probate,  fliall  bd  heard  and  determined  by  the 
governor  and  council,  until  the  Legiflature  fliall  by  law  make  other 
provifion. 

,.  DELEGATES   TO  CONOtlSS.  ;     i«  .  ^ 

The  delegates  of  this  Commonwealth  to  the  Congrefs  of  the 
United  States  fliall,  fome  time  in  the  month  of  June  annually,  be 
ele£led  by  the  joint  ballot  of  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
tives,  aflembled  together  in  one  room,  to  ferve  in  Congrefs  for  one 
year,  to  commence  on  the  firft  Monday  in  November  then  next  en* 
fuing.  They  fliall  have  commiffions  under  the  hand  of  the  governor 
and  the  great  feal  of  the  Commonwealth,  but  may  be  recalled  at  any 
time  within  the  year,  and  o'.hers  chufen  and  commiflioned,  in  the 
fame  manner,  in  their  flerJ. 

» 

!■  UNIVERSITY  OF  CAMBRIDGE.  '    ,;     - 

I.  Whereas  our  \n&  and  pious  anceftors,  fo  early  as  the  yeai^ 
1636,  laid  the  foundation  of  Harvard  College,  in  which  uhiverfity 
many  perfons  of  gr^ut  eminence  have,  by  the  blefling  of  God,  been 
initiated  in  thofe  irts  and  fcienc^s  which  qualified  them  for  public 
employments,  both  in  church  and  ftate  1  and  whereas  the  encourage* 
ment  of  arts  and  fciences,  and  all  goo4  literature,  tends  to  the  ho* 
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jiour  of  Gk>d,  the  advantage  of  the  Chriftian  rdigloiif  and  the  great 
benefit  of  this  and  the  other  United  States  of  Ameriea  { it  it  declared, 
that  the  prefident  and  fellows  of  Harvard  College,  in  tlieir  corpo- 
rate  capacity,  and  their  fucceflbrs  in  that  capacity,  their  officers  and 
iervants,  (hall  have,  hold,  ufe,  exercife  and  enjoy  aW  the  poweri, 
authorities,  rights,  liberties,  privileges,  immuititiei  and  franehifes, 
which  they  now  have,  or  are  entitled  to  have,  hold,  life,  exercife 
and  enjoy :  and  the  fame  are  hereby  ratlilcd  itnd  conflrmed  tints 
then),  the  faid  prefident  and  fellows  of  Harvard  College,  and  to  their 
fucccffors,  and  to  their  officers  and  fervants,  refpeftively,  for  ever. 

II.  And  whereas  there  have  been  at  fimdry  timci,  by  divers  per- 
fons,  gifts,  grants,  devifes  of  houfes,  lands,  tenements,  goods,  chat* 
tcls,  legacies  and  conveyances,  heretofore  made,  either  to  Harvard 
College,  in  Cambridge,  in  New'England,  or  to  the  prefident  and 
fellows  of  Harvard  College,  or  to  the  laid  college  by  fome  other 
idefcription,  ^nder  feveral  charters  fiicceHively )  it  ii  declared,  that 
all  the  faid  gifts,  grants,  devifes,  legacies  and  coivveyaneei,  are  hereby 
for  ever  cpniirmed  ynto  the  prefident  and  fellows  of  Harvard  CoU 
lege,  and  to  their  fucceifors  in  the  capacity  aforefaid,  aeeording  to 
the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  donor  or  donors,  grantor  or 
grantors,  devifor  or  devifors, 

III.  And  whereas,  by  an  a£t  of  the  general  eourt  of  the  eolony  of 
Maflachufetts  bay,  pafled  in  the  year  164*,  the  governor  and  deputy- 
governor  for  the  time  being,  and  all  the  nmgiftrates  of  that  jurif- 
di6tion,  were,  with  the  prefident,  and  a  niimber  of  the  clergy  in  the 
faid  a£t  defcribed,  conitituted  the  overfeers  of  Harvard  College  t  and 
it  being  neceflary,  in  this  new  conftitution  of  government,  to  afcer- 
tain  who  fliall  be  deemed  fuccpiTors  to  the  fftid  governor,  deputy- 
governor,  and  magifirates :  it  is  declared,  tli^t  the  governor,  lieu- 
tenant-governor, council,  and  Senate  of  this  Commotiwealth  are, 
and  fliall  be  deemed  their  fucceifors ;  who,  with  the  prefident  of 
Harvard  College  for  the  time  being,  together  with  the  miniftcrs  of 
the  congregational  churches  in  the  towns  of  Cambridge,  Water- 
town,  Chailefton,  Bofton,  Roxbury  and  Dorebifter,  mentioned  in 
the  faid  aft,  fliall  bcf  and  hereby  are,  vcfted  with  all  the  jwwers  and 
authority  belonging,  or  in  any  way  appertaining,  to  the  overfeers  of 
Harvard  College  ;  provided,  that  nothing  herein  fliall  he  eonflrucd 
to  prevent  the  Legiflature  of  this  Commonwf  alth  from  milking  fiich 
alterations  in  the  government  of  the  faid  univerfity,  as  ftidll  be  con- 
ducive to  its  advantage,  aiid  the  inters  ft  of  the  reptiblie  of  letters,  in 
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as  full  a  manner  as  might  have  been  done  by  the  Leglflature  of  the 
late  province  of  the  Maflachufetts  bay. 
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K  Wifdom  and  knowledge,  as  well  as  virtue,  dififufed  generally 
among  the  body  of  the  people,  being  neceflary  for  the  prefervation 
of  their  rights  and  liberties ;  and  as  thefe  depend  on  fpreading  the 
opportunities  and  advantages  of  education  in  the  various  parts  of 
the  country,  and  among  the  different  orders  of  the  people ;  it  (hall 
be  the  duty  of  the  legiflatures  and  magiftrates,  in  all  future  periods 
of  this  Commonwealth,  to  cherifli  the  interefts  of  literature  and  the 
fcicnces,  and  all  feminaries  of  them ;  efpecially  the  univerfity  at 
Cambridge,  public  fchools  and  grammar  fchools  in  the  towns ;  to 
encourage  private  focieties  and  public  inflitutions,  rewards  and  im- 
munities, for  the  promotion  of  agriculture,  arts,  faiences,  commerce, 
trades,  manufa£tures,  and  a  natural  hiftory  of  the  country ;  to  coun- 
tenance and  inculcate  the  principles  of  humanity  and  general  bene- 
volence, public  and  private  charity,  induftry  and  frugality,  honefty 
And  pun£tuality  in  their  dealings  ;  fincerity,  good-humour,  and  all 
Social  affeftions  and  generous  fentiments  among  the  people. 

OATHS  AND   SUBSCRIPTIONS. 

Any  perfon  chofen  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  counfellor, 
fenator,  or  reprefentative,  and  accepting  the  truft,  Ihall,  before  he 
proceed  to  execute  the  duties  of  his  place  or  office,  make  and  fub- 
fcribe  the  following  declaration,  viz.  ik 

"  I  A.  B.  do  declare,  that  I  believe  the  Chriflian  religion,  and 
have  a  firm  perfuafion  of  its  truth ;  and  that  I  am  feifed  and  pof- 
feffed,  in  my  own  right,  of  the  property  required  by  the  conflitu- 
tion  as  one  qualification  for  the  ofHce  or  place  to  which  I  am  eleded." 

And  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  counfellors,  fliall 
make  and  fubfcribe  the  faid  declaration  in  the  prefence  of  the  two 
Houfes  of  AfTembly ;  and  the  fenators  and  reprefentatives  Hrli:  elected 
under  this  conflitution,  before  the  prefident  and  five  of  the  council 
pf  the  former  conflitution,  and  for  ever  afterwards  before  the  gover- 
nor and  council  for  the  time  being. 

And  every  perfon  chofen  to  either  of  the  places  or  offices  afore- 
faid,  as  alfo  any  perfon  appointed  or  commiflioned  to  any  judicial, 
executive,  military,  or  other  office  under  the  government,  (hall,  be- 
^r?  be  ent<:r$  09  the  difcharge  of  the  bufiaefs  of  his  place  or  office, 

take 
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take  and  fabfcrlbe  the  following  declaration,  and  oaths  or  affirm^* 
tions,  viz. 

**  I  A.  B.  do  truly  and  fincerely  acknowledge^  profefs,  teftify, 
and  declare,  that  the  Commonweahh  of  MaiTachufetts  is,  and  of 
right  ought  to  be^  &  free,  fovereign,  and  independent  State ;  and  I  do 
fwear,  that  I  will  bear  true  faith  and  allegiance  to  the  faid  Common- 
weahh, and  that  I  will  defend  the  fame  againft  traiterous  confpiracies 
and  all  hoftile  attempts  whatfoever:  and  that  I  do  renounce  and  abjure 
all  allegiance,  fubje^ion,  and  obedience,  to  the  King,  Queen,  or  go- 
VL*-nment  of  Great-Britain  (as  the  cafe  may  be)  and  every  other  foreign 
power  whatfoever :  and  that  no  foreign  prince,  perfon,  prelate,  fiate, 
or  potentate,  hath,  or  ought  to  have,  any  jurifdifiion,  fuperiority, 
pre-eminence,  authority,  difpenfing  or  other  power,  in  any  matter, 
civil,  ecclefiaftical,  orfpiritual,  within  this  Commonwealth,  except  the 
authority  or  power  which  is  or  may  be  vefted  by  their  cunidituents  in 
the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States.  And  I  do  further  teftify  and  de- 
clare, that  no  man  or  body  of  men  hath  or  can  have  any  right  to  ab* 
folveordifchargemefrom  the  obligation  of  this  oath,  declaration,  or 
affirmation;  and  that  I  do  make  this  acknowledgment,  profeflIon> 
teftimony,  declaration,  denial,  renunciation,  and  abjuration,  heartily 
and  truly,  according  to  the  common  meaning  and  acceptation  of  the 
foregoing  words,  without  any  ecjui vocation,  mental  evafion,  orfecret 
refervation  whatfoever.    So  help  me  God.'* 

"  I  A.  B.  do  folemnly  fwear  and  affirm,  that  I  will  faithfiilly  and 

impartially  difcharge  ^nd  perform  all  the  duties  incumbent  on  me  as 

according  to  the  beft  of  my  abilities  and  underftanding, 

agreeably  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  conftitution,  and  the 

laws  of  this  Commonwealth.    So  help  me  God." 

Provided  always,  that  when  any  perfon  chofen  or  appointed  as 
aforefaid,  (hall  be  of  the  denomination  of  the  people  called  Quakers, 
and  ihall  decline  taking  the  faid  oaths,  he  fliall  make  his  affirmation 
in  the  foregoing  form,  and  fubfcribe  the  fame,  omitting  the  words, 
**  Ido-fwtar^**  **  and  ahjure^*  "  oath  cry*  "  abjuration^**  in  the 
firft oath ;  and  in  the  fecond oath,  the  words,  *^f'-Mear andy*  and  in 
each  of  them  the  words,  "  So  help  me  Gody*  fubjoining  inftead 
thereof,  *'  Ti6/j  I  do  under  the  pains  and  penaltici  of  perjury.*'' 

And  the  faid  oaths  or  affirmations  fliall  be  taken  and  fubfcribed  by 
the  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  counfellors,  before  the 
prcOdent  of  the  Senate  in  the  prefence  of  the  two  Houfcs  of  AiTem- 
bly ;  and  by  tlic  fcnators  and  reprefentativcs  firft  cledcd  under  this 
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this  Commonwealth,  who  fhall,  in  the  due  courfe  of  law,  have 
been  convicted  of  bribery  or  corruption  in  obtaining  an  election  or 
appointment. 

PECUNIARY   QUALIFICATIONS  FOR   OFFICE* 

In  all  cafes  where  fums  of  money  are  mentioned  in  this  confti' 
tution  of  qualifications,  the  value  thereof  fliall  be  computed  in  filver, 
at  fix  ihillings  and  eight-pence  per  ounce ;  and  it  iliall  be  in  the 
power  of  the  legiflature  from  time  to  time  to  increafe  fuch  qualifi- 
cations,  as  to  property  of  the  perfons  to  be  ele£ted  into  offices,  as 
the  circumflances  of  the  Commonwealth  flxall  require. 

COMMISSIONS. 

All  commiifions  fliall  be  in  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Maffachufetts,  figned  by  the  governor,  and  attefted  by  the  fe- 
cretary  or  his  deputy,  and  have  the  great  feai  of  the  Common* 
wealth  affixed  thereto.  ., ,  ^ .;:  i  >^'.  V  ^    s  • 

WRITS.  A  -*•"    '" 

All  Vrits  ifluiug  out  of  the  clerk's  office  in  any  of  the  courts  of 
law  fliall  be  in  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Maflachufetts ; 
tliey  fliall  be  under  the  feal  of  the  court  from  whence  they  iflue ; 
they  fliall  bear  teft  of  the  firft  juftice  of  the  court  to  which  they 
fliall  be  returnable  who  is  not  a  party,  and  be  figned  by  the  clerk 
of  fuch  court. 

,.,       .;,    .■•»■.;,..■-;;■'      CONFIRMATION   OF   LAWS.  'in     i;/  .  ;- /  4  .     . 

All  the  laws  which  have  heretofore  been  adopted,  ufed  and  ap- 
proved in  the  province,  colony,  or  State  of  Maflachufetts  bay,  and 
vfually  pra£):ifed  on  in  the  courts  of  law,  fliall  flill  remain  and 
be  in  full  force,  until  altered  or  repealed  by  the  legiflature ;  fuch 
parts  only  excepted  as  are  repugnant  to  the  rights  and  liberties 
contained  in  this  conflitution. 

HABEAS   CORPUS.  iJ.  ^^j;  ;■-.--.-.    *^P  J;   ' 

The  privilege  and  benefit  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  fliall  be  en- 
joyed in  this  Commonwealth,  in  the  moft  free,  eafy,  cheap,  ex« 
peditious,  and  ample  manner ;  and  fliall  not  be  fufpended  by  the 
legiflature,  except  upon  the  moft  urgent  and  preffing  occafions,  and 
for  a  limited  time  not  exceeding  twelve  months. 
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The  enaifting  ftile  in  making  and  paffing  all  afts,  ftatutcs,  and 
law«,  Ihall  be,  *'  Be  it  enafted  by  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefen- 
taiives  in  general  court  affembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  fame.'* 

■ 

CONTINUANCE   OP   OFFICERS.  ' 

To  the  end  there  may  be  njo  failure  of  juftice,  or  danger  arifc 
to  the  Commonwealth  from  the  change  of  the  fornn  of  government- 
all  officers,  civil  and  military,  holding  commiffions  under  the  go- 
vernment and  people  of  Maflachufetts  bay,  in  New-England,  and  all 
other  officers  of  the  faid  government  and  people,  at  the  time  this  con- 
ilitution  iliall  take  efFedt,  fliall  have,  hold,  ufe,  exercife,  and  en- 
joy all  the  powers  and  authority  to  them  granted  or  committed, 
until  other  perfons  fliall  be  appointed  in  their  flead  ;  and  ai)  courts 
of  law  Ihnll  proceed  in  the  execution  of  the  bufinefs  of  their  refpec- 
tive  departjnents ;  and  all  the  executive  and  legiflative  officers,  bodies, 
and  powers,  fliall  continue  in  full  force,  in  the  enjoyment  and 
exercife  of  all  their  trufts,  employments,  and  authority,  until 
the  general  court,  and  the  fupremc  and  executive  officers  under 
this  conftitution,  are  defignated  and  inv^eflcd  with  their  rcfpe£tive 
trufls,  powers,  and  authority. 

PROVISION    FOR.   REVISAL. 

In  order  the  more  efFet'[>ually  to  adhere  to  the  principles  of  this 
conflitution,  and  to  correft  thofe  violations  which  by  any  means 
may  be  made  therein,  as  well  as  to  form  fuch  alterations  as  from  ex- 
perience fliall  be  found  neceflary,  the  general  court  which  fliall  be  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thouiand  leven  hundred  and  ninety- five, 
fliall  iflue  precepts  to  the  feled  men  of  the  feveral  towns,  and  to  the 
afleflTors  of  the  unincorporated  plantations,  dire»fting  them  to  convene 
the  qualified  voters  of  their  refpeftive  towns  and  plantations,  for  the 
purpofe  of  collecting  their  fentiments  on  the  n^ceffity  or  expediency 
of  revifing  the  conftitution,  in  order  to  amendments. 

And  if  it  fliall  appear  by  the  returns  made,  that  two-thirds  of  the 
qualified  voters  throughout  the  State,  who  fliall  afliembb-  and  vote  in 
confequence  of  the  faid  precept,  are  in  favour  of  fuch  revifion  and 
amejidmept,  the  general  court  fliall  ifliie  precepts,  or  direft  themtq 
be  Iflued  from  the  fecretary's  office  to  the  feveral  towns,  to  eleft  49  - 
Jegates  to  meet  in  cpnvention  for  the  purpofe  afprcfaid, 
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The  faid  delegates  to  be  chofen  in  the  fame  manner  and  proper* 
tion  as  their  reprefentatives  in  the  fecond  branch  of  the  legiflature 
are  by  this  conflitution  to  be  chofen. 

CONCLUSION. 

This  form  of  gorernraent  fliall  be  enrolled  on  parchment,  and 
depofited  in  the  fecretary's  office,  and  be  a  part  of  the  laws  of  the 
land  ;  and  printed  copies  thereof  Aiall  be  prefixed  to  the  book  con- 
taining the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  in  all  future  editions  of 
the  faid  laws.* 

^  Thofc  who  wi(h  for  a  more  minute  hiftorical  account  of  the  rife  and  progrefs  of 
this  State,  are  referred  to  Hutchinfon's  Hiftory  of  Maffachufetts— Minot's  Hiftory  of 
the  InfiirrcAion  in  MalTichufetts — The  Publications  of  the  Hiftorical  Society,  in  the 
American  Apollo — Hazard's  Hiftorical  CoUeAjoni — Chalmer'c  Political  Ann^'i  ="^4 
Cough's  Hiftory  of  the  People  called  Qiiakcfj.  *- 
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SITUATION,  EXTENT,  AND  BOUNDARIES. 

HIS  province,  or  diftrift,  is  fituated  between  43''  and  48'  north 
latitude,  and  4**  and  9''  eaft  longitude  from  Philadelphia ;  it  is  about 
one  hundred  and  feventy  miles  in  length,  and  about  one  hundred 
and  twenty.five  miles  in  breadth.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by 
Lower  Canada,  from  which  it  is  feparatedby  the  high  lands.  On  the 
eaft  by  a  river  called. St.  Croix,  and  a  line  drawn  due  north  from  the 
fource  of  the  fald  river  to  the  high  lands  before  mentioned,  which  fe« 
parates  it  from  the  province  of  New-Brunfwickj  but  what  river  is 
referred  to  under  the  name  of  St.  Croix,  in  the  treaty  of  1783, 
wfiich  laid  the  foundation  of  this  boundary  line,  is  at  prefent  a  fub- 
jeft  of  difpute  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States.  The 
French,  according  to  their  mode  of  taking  pofTeffion,  always  fixed  a 
crofs  in  every  river  they  came  to.  Almoll  every  river  on  the  coaft 
they  difcovered,  has,  therefore,  in  turn  been  called  La  Riviere  de  St. 
Croix. 

There  are  three  .rivers  that  empty  themfelves  into  the  bay  of  Pafla- 
maquaddy,  the  eafternmoft  always  called  by  the  native  Indians,  and 
French..  St.  Croix,  and  the  middle  one  Schoodiac.  Before  the  com- 
Mv^ncenient  of  the  late  war,  Governor  Barnard  Itnt  Mr.  Mitchell,  a 
furveyor,  and  feveral  others,  to  explore  the  bay  of  Paflamaquaddy, 
to  examine  the  natives,  and  to  find  out  which  was  the  true  river  St. 
Croix.  They  did  accordingly,  and  reported  it  to  be  the  eafternmoft 
river,  and  returned  correfpondent  plans  of  their  furvey.  At  the 
forming  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  the  commiilioners  had  Mitchell's 
maps ;  and  in  fixing  the  boundary  between  that  part  of  Nova  Scotia, 
now  cajUedNeW'Brunfwick,  and  the  Commonwealth  of  Malfachufetts, 
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they  confidered  it  to  be  the  river  laid  down  by  him.  After  the  peace, 
the  Britifli  fubje^ts  of  Nova  Scotia  took  poiTcflion  of  all  the  lands  be- 
tween St.  Croix  and  Schoodiac  rivers,  which  traft  is  faid  to  be  nearly 
9%  large  as  the  State  of  Ncw-Hampfliire,  and  now  hold  poflefiion  of 
the  fame,  afll-rting  that  Schoodiac  is  the  true  St.  Croix ;  they.alfo 
claim  all  the  iflands  in  the  bay  of  PafTumaqiiaddy,  although  feveral  of 
them  lie  feveral  miles  weft  of  the  river  which  they  call  the  boundary. 
Thua  the  province  of  Maine  is,  for  the  prefent, '  abridged  of  a  very 
large  portion  of  its  territory,  to  which  it  appear?,  by  the  treaty  of  peace 
between  Grent  Britain  and  the  United  States,  to  be  entitled.  It  is 
bounded  on  the  fouth  by  the  Atlantic  ocean,  and  on  the  weft  by  the 
State  of  New-Hampihire, 

The  old  province  of  Maine  (included  in  the  above  limits)  i« 
bounded  on  the  weft  by  New-Hampfliire,  fouth  by  the  Atlantic  ocean, 
and  north  and  north-eaft  by  the  land,  called  in  fome  maps  Sagada* 
bock.  It  was  fuppofcd  at  the  time  of  its  being  made  a  province*  to  have 
been  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  fqiiare ;  but  by  a  fettlement  af 
the  line,  in  1737,  on  the  part,  or  fide  adjoining  New-Hampihire, 
the  form  of  the  land  was  reduced  from  a  fquare  to  that  of  a  diamond. 

AIR  AND  CLIMATE.  '    * 

The  climate  does  not  materially  differ  from  the  reft  of  New-Eng- 
land. The  weather  is  more  regular  in  the  winter,  which  ufually 
h&s  with  feverity,  from  the  middle  of  December  to  the  latter  end  of 
March  ^  during  this  time  the  ponds  and  frefh  water  rivers  are  paflable 
:6n  the  ice,  and  fleighing  continues  uninterrupted  by  thaws,  which 
are  common  in  the  three  fouthern  New-England  States.    Although 

'.vegetation  in  the  fpring  commences  earlier  in  thofe  States  than  in 
this  diftrid,  yet  here  it  is  much  more  rapid.  The  elevation  of  the 
lands  in  general — the  purity  of  the  air,  which  is  rendered  I'weet. and 
folubrious  by  the  balfamic  qualities  of  many  of  the  foreft  trees — the 
limpid  ftreams,  both  large  and  fmall,  which  abundantly  water  this 
country,  and  the  regularity  of  the  weather,  all  unite  to  render  this 

,  one  of  the  healthieft  countries  in  the  world.  _      •  ,1 

FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY,    &c. 

-     The  diftritft  of  Maine,  though  an  elevated  trad:  of  country,  canaot 

,  1)8  called  mountainous ;  it  has  a  fea  coait  of  about  two  hundred  and 

forty  miles,  in  which  diftance  there  are  an  abundance  of  fafe  and 

commodious  harbours  j  befides  which  tl:ere  is  a  fecurity  given  to 
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Mvigation,  on  fome  part  of  the  coaft,  by  what  is  called  the  /'«- 
iaxJ  pajfagt.  Almofl  the  whole  coall  is  lined  with  iflands,  among 
which  veflTcls  may  generally  anchor  with  fafety. 

The  principal  bays  are,  Paflamaquaddy,  Machias,  Penobfcot, 
Caico,  and  Wells.  Of  thef;;,  Penobfcot  and  Cafco  are  the  mofl  re- 
markable. Both  are  full  of  iflands,  fome  of  which  are  large  enough 
for  townfliips.  Long-Ifland,  in  the  center  of  Penobfcot  bay,  is  fit* 
teen  miles  in  length,  and  from  two  to  three  in  breadth,  and  forms 
an  incorporated  townfliip,  by  the  name  of  Illeborough,  containing 
about  four  hundred  inhabitants.  On  a  line  peninfiila  on  the  eaft  fide 
of  the  bay  the  Britifli  built  a  fort  and  made  a  fettlement,  which  is 
now  the  Ihii  e  town  in  the  county  of  Hancock.  The  points  of  Cafco 
bay  are,  Cape  Small  Point  on  the  call,  and  Cape  Elizabeth  on  the 
weft.  This  bay  is  about  twenty-five  miles  in  width,  and  fourteen  in 
kngth,  forming  a  moil  excellent  harbour  for  veflels  of  any  burden, 
and  interiperfed  with  a  multitude  of  illands,  fome  of  which  are 
nearly  large  enough  for  townfhips.  Wells'  bay  lies  between  Cape 
Porpoile  and  Cape  Neddock. 

The  whole  interior  part  of  the  coimtry  is  watered  by  many  large 
and  fmall  rivers  ;  the  principal  are  the  following,  as  you  proceed 
from  eaft  to  weft.  St.  Croix,  a  fliort  river,  ifl'uing  from  a  large  pond 
in  the  vicinity  of  St.  John's  river,  remarkable  only  for  its  forming  a 
part  of  the  eaftern  boundary  of  the  United  States.  Next  is  Paflama- 
quaddy river,  which,  with  the  Schoodiac  from  the  weft,  falls  by  one 
mouth  into  PaflTamaquaddy  bay.  Oppolite  Mount  Defert  Ifland,- 
whicb  is  about  fifteen  miles  long,  and  twelve  broad.  Union  river 
empties  into  a  large  bay.  A  Ihort  diftance  weft  is  the  noble  Penob- 
fcot, which  rifes  in  two  branches  from  the  high  lands ;  of  this  we 
have  already  fpoken,  as  we  have  alfo  of  the  Kennebeck,  Amerif- 
coggin,  and  the  Saco,*  which  likewife  flow  through  this  diftri£t. 
At  the  falls  of  the  latter,  which  are  about  fix  miles  from  the  fea,  the 
river  is  broken  by  Indiap  liland,  over  which  is  the  poft  road,  and 
a  bridge  is  thrown  over  each  of  the  branches.  A  number  of  mills 
are  erecled  here,  to  which  logs  are  floated  from  forty  and  fifty  miles 
above,  and  velTels  can  coihe  quite  to  the  mills  to  take  in  the  lumber. 
Four  million  feet  of  pine  boards  were  Annually  favved  at  thefe  mills 
before  the  war.  Biddeford  and  Pepperhill  borough  lie  on  either  fide. 
•Cths  mouth  of  this  river.    Moufom,  York,  and  Cape  Neddock 
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rivert,  in  the  county  of  York,  are  Ihort  and  incoDliderable  ftreams* 
Sheepfcut  is  a  river  navigable  for  twenty  or  thirty  miles,  and  emp- 
ties itfelf  into  the  ocean  a  little  to  the  ead'.vard  of  the  Kennebeck. 
On  this  river  is  the  important  port  of  Wifcaifet,  in  the  townfliip  of 
Pownalboroijgh. 

Stevens's  river  heads  within  a  mile  of  Merry  Mealing  Bay,  a  com- 
inimication  with  which  has  lately  been  opened  by  means  of  a  canal* 
Ciifl'ens  river  is  between  Frceport  and  North  Yarmouth.  Royals 
river  empties  itfelf  into  the  fea  at  North  Yarmouth.  Prefumfcut 
river  meets  the  fea  at  Falmouth ;  it  is  fed  by  a  lake  called  Sebacook, 
fitiiated  at  about  eighteen  miles  N.W.  of  Portland,  and  conne£ted 
with  Long  Pond  on  the  N.  VV.  by  Sungo  river.  The  whole  extent  cf 
thefe  waters  is  nearly  thirty  miles  in  a  N.  W.  and  S.  £. dire£tion* 
Another  river  called  Nonfuch,  palTcs  to  the  fea  through  Scarborough^ 
this  river  receives  its  name  from  its  extraordinary  frelliets  ;  indeed, 
the  whole  of  this  diftriA  is  beautifully  interfe£ted  and  adorned  with 
finall  lakes,  rivers,  &c.  which  render  it  an  eligible  fituation  t* 
the  farmer  and  manufacturer.  '      ~  '. 

SOIL,   PRODUCTIONS,  &c. 

A  great  portion  of  the  lands  are  arable,  and  exceedingly  fertile, 
particularly  between  Penobfcot  and  Kentiebeck  riven.  On  fome 
part  of  the  fea  coafls,  however,  the  lands  are  but  inditfcrent ;  but 
this  defeA  might  ealily  be  remedied,  by  manuring  them  with  a  marine 
.vegetable,  called  rock  weed,  wiiich  grows  on  the  rocks  between  high 
and  low  water  mark,  all  along  the  fliords.  It  makes  a  mod  excellent 
manure,  andthefupply  is  immenfe.  It  generally  grows  inthisdiftrift 
on  all  tl^e  fliores  that  arc  waflied  by  the  fea  ;  and  the  breadth  of  the 
border  is  in  proportion  to  the  height  the  tide  rifes,  which,  in  the 
eaftern  part  of  the  diftrift,  is  nearly  thirty  feet.  It  is  eftimated  that 
there  are  four  thoufand  acres  of  this  rock  weed  on  this  coaft,  and  that 
each  acre  will  produce  annually  twenty  loads,  making  in  the  whole 
eighty  thoufand  loads  of  the  bell  manure,  ten  loads  of  which  fpread 
upon  an  acre  are  reckoned  fufficient  for  three  years.  The  country 
has  a  large  proportion  of  dead  fwamps  and  funken  lands,  which  are 
cafily  drained,  and  leave  a  rich,  fat  foil.  The  interior  country  i» 
univerfally  reprefented  as  being  of  an  excellent  foil,  well  adapted 
both  for  tillage  and  pafture. — The  lands  in  general  are  ealily  cleared, 
having  but  little  under-buJlu 
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%H  This  diftrift  rn«y  naturally  be  confidercd  in  three  divinoni— The 
firft  compreheniling  the  tra£t  lying  ea ft  of  Penobfcot  river,  of  about 
four  oiillion  five  hundred  thoufand  acres — The  fecond,  and  beft 
tt^&f  of  about  four  niillion  acres,  lying  between  Penobfcot  and 
Kennebeck  rivers — The  thin',  which  was  firft  fettled,  and  is  the  moft 
populous  at  preient)  weft  of  Kennebeck  river,  containing  alfo  about 
four  million  acres, 

.  The  loil  of  this  country,  however,  in  general,  where  it  is  properly 
fitted  to  receive  the  leeil,  appears  to  be  very  friendly  to  the  growth 
of  wheat,  rye,  barley,  oats,  peas,  hemp,  and  flax,  as  well  as  to  the 
production  of  aimed  all  kinds  of  culinary  roots  and  plants,  Englilh 
grafs,  and  Indian  corn,  provided  the  feed  be  procured  from  a  more 
northern  climate.  Hops  are  the  fpontancoiis  growth  of  .this  coun- 
try. It  is  yet  prob'.cmattcal,  whether  apple  and  other  fruit  trees 
will  flourifli  in  the  noithern  and  eaflern  parts  of  this  diflriift.  It  is 
iaid,  however,  that  a  century  ago,  there  were  good  orchards  within 
the  county  of  Wafliingron,  about  the  bay  of  PaHamaquaddy,  which 
T»'ere  dcftroyed  alter  Colonel  Church  broke  up  the  French  fettlements 
at  that  place.  From  Ibme  experimements  of  the  prcfent  inhabitants, 
the  prefuinption  is  rather  againfl  the  growth  of  fruit  trees.  In  the 
pounties  of  York  and  Cumberland,  fruit  is  as  plenty  as  in  New« 
Hampfliire.  This  countiy  is  equally  as  good  for  grazing  as  for  tij^ 
)age,  and  large  (locks  of  neat  cattle  may  be  fed  buth  in  fummer  and 
winter. 

The  i^atural  produftions  confift  of  whire  pine  and  fpruce  trees  in 
large  quantities,  fuitab'e  for  mads,  boards,  and  Qiingles :  the  white 
pine  is,  perhaps,  of  all  others,  the  mofl  ufeful  and  important  ,  no 
wood  will  fupply  its  place  with  advantage  in  building.  Maple,  beech, 
white  and  grey  oak,  and  yellow  birch,  are  the  growth  of  this  country. 
The  birch  is  a  large  fi/^hi  ly  tree,  and  is  ufetl  for  cabinet  work,  and  re- 
ceives a  pojifli  Httle  int'crior.to  mahogany.  The  outer  bark,  which 
confifts  of  a  great  number  of  layers,  when  feparated,  is  as  fmooth  and 
foft  as  the  beft  writing  paper,  and  in  fome  cafes  is  a  tolerable  fiibftitute 
for  it.  The  low  lands  produce  fir,  but  it  is  unfit  for  timber,  and  of  but 
little  worth  for  fuel,  it  however  yields  a  ba'.fam  that  is  highly  prized, 
Thisbalfam,  is  contained  in  fmall  protuberances  like  bliflers,  under 
the  fmooth  bark  of  the  tree,  which  is  an  evergreen,  refembling  the 
IJpnice,  but  very  tapering,  and  neither  tall  nor  large. 

Mountain  and  bog  iron  are  found  in  feveral  parts  of  this  di{lri(f^ 
and  fome  works  have  been  erefted  for  its  maniifafture ;  there  has 
alfo  « fpe^ei  of  ftone  been  found  at  Lebanon  in  the  county  of  York, 
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th«t  yietds  copperas  and  fulphur,  and  there  ii  no  doubt  but  that  time 
will  bring  other  mineiaU  to  light. 

Under  this  article,  the  following  remarks  of  General  Lincoln  me- 
rit a  place : 

*•  From  the  different  rivers,  in  this  eaftcrn  eountry,  waters  may 
be  drawn  for  mills,  and  all  water  work  ;  bcfides,  many  are  the 
•dvantagf  s  which  arife  to  a  country,  through  which  ftreams  of  water 
are  fo  liberally  interlperlcd,  as  they  aie  in  this ;  and  tfpccially  when 
they  abound,  as  maoy  of  thefo  do,  with  filh  of  diftcrcnt  kinds ; 
among  them  arc  the  falmon,  (had,  alevvife,  and  others,  wliich  fcek 
the  quiet  waters  of  the  lakes,  as  the  only  places  in  which  they  can 
with  fafety  lodge  their  fpawn.  From  this  fource,  the  inhind  country 
may  draw  a  fiipply  of  hfli,  equal  to  all  thtir  demands  (if  they  are  not 
interrupted  in  their  paflage)  which  are  rendered  peculiarly  valiiablej 
as  tbcir  annual  return  is  at  a  fcafon  of  the  year  when  mo(t  needed,  and 
when  they  can  be  cured  with  a  very  little  I'alt ;  io  that  a  long  and 
free  ufe  of  them  will  not  be  injurious  to  the  health  of  the  inhabi* 
tants.  The  certainty  of  the  fupply  adds  to  its  value.  Thefe  fifli, 
as  is  fiippofed,  and  of  which  there  cannot,  I  think,  be  a  doubt,  re- 
turn to  the  fame  waters  yearly,  in  which  they  were  fpawned,  unlefs 
feme  natural  obflru£tion  be  thrown  in  their  way.  Whilft  the 
people  inland  may  be  fupplied  with  thefe  fi(h,  the  inhabitants  of 
the  fea  coaft  may  be  fupplied  with  the  cod  and  other  ground  fi(h, 
which  are  allured  quite  into  their  harbours,  in  purfuit  of  the  river 
fifl],  and  may  be  taken  with  the  greatefl  eafe,  as  np  other  craft  is 
neceflary  in  many  places  than  a  common  canoe.  Great  advantages 
arifti  alfo  to  thofe  who  live  on  the  fea  coalt,  from  the  fhell-fifli,  viz, 
the  Jobfter,  the  fcollop,  and  the  clam.  To  thefe  advantages  may  be 
added,  thofe  which  arife  from  the  forefts  being  filled  with  the  moofe 
and  deer,  and  the  waters  being  covered  with  wild  fowls  of  diiferent 
Kinds." 


CIVIL  DIVISIONS  AND  CHIEF  TOWNS. 

This  diihift  is  divided  into  five  counties,  viz.  York,  Cumber* 
land,  Lincoln,  Hancock,  and  Wafliington,  containing 
towns,  the  chief  of  which  are  York,  the  capital  of  the  county  of  the 
fame  name  ;  Portland,  the  capital  of  Cumberland  county  ;  Pownal- 
borough,  Hallowell,  and  Waldcrborough,  in  Lincoln  county ;  and 
Fenobfcot  and  Machias,  the  capitals  of  Wafliington  and  Hancock 
counties.    ..■'.':■  ■•  '•     .  "   ■      u     "    '    '^'■■:- 
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.  :  PORTLAND. 

This  is  the  capital  of  this  (li(lri£t }  it  is  fituated  on  a  promontory 
ill  Caico  bay,  and  was  formerly  a  part  of  Falrpoutb.  In  July,  1786^ 
this  part  of  the  town  being  the  moil  populous  ^nd  n)crcantile,  and 
iltuated  on  the  harbour,  together  with  the  iflands  which  belong  to 
Falmouth,  was  incorporated  by  the  name  of  Portland.  It  has  a  ipoft 
excellent,  fafe,  and  capacious  harbour,  which  is  feldom  or  never 
completely  frozen  over.  It  is  near  the  main  ocean,  and  is  eafy  of 
accefs.  The  inhabitants  carry  on  a  coniiderable  foreign  trade,  build 
lliips,  and  are  largely  concerned  in  the  iifliery.  It  is  one  of  the  moil 
thriving  commercial  towQS  in  the  Commonwealth  of  MalTachi^fetts. 
Although  three-fourths  pf  if.  was  laid  in  aflies  by  the  Britifh  fleet  in 
1775,  it  has  fince  been  entirely  rebuilt,  and  contains  among  its 
public  buildings  three  churches,  two  for  Congregationalifts,  and  onf 
for  Epifcopalians ;  and  a  handfome  court<houfe. 

A  light-houfe  has  lately  jteen  ere£ted  on  a  poi^t  of  l|)o4  called 
Portland  Head,  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour.  It  i&  a  ftone  ediii6C| 
2eventy-two  feet  high,  exclulive  of  the  lanthorn. 


YORK. 


York  is  feventy-four  miles  N.  £.  froin  Bofton,  and  nine  lironci 

Portfmouth.    It  is  divided  into  two  parifhes  of  CongregationaMfti. 

York  river,  which  is  navigable  for  vefleli  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 

tons  fix  or  feven  miles  from  the  Tea,  paifes  through  thfe  town.    Over 

this  river,  about  a  mile  from  t|ie  fea,  a  wooden  bridge  was  built  ia 

1 76 1,  two  hundred  and  feventy  feet  long,  exclufive  of  the  wharfi  at 

each  end,  which  reach  to  the  channel,  and  twenty-five  feet  wide. 

The  bridge  (lands  on  thirteen  piers ;  and  was  planned  and  conduced 

by  Major  Samuel  Sewall,  an  ingenious  mechanic,  and  a  native  of 

the  town.    The  model  of  Charles  river  bridge  was  taken  from  this, 

and  was  built  under  the  fuperintendance  of  the  fame  gentjeman.    It 

has  alfo  ferved  as  the  model  of  Maiden  and  Beverly  bridges,  and  has 

been  imitated,  even  in  Europe,  by  thofe  ingenious  American  artifti^ 

Meffieurs  Coxe  and  Thompfon. 

This  town  was  fettled  as  early  as  1630,  and  was  then  called  Aga- 
menticus,  from  a  remarkable  high  hill  in  it  of  that  name,  a  noted 
land  mark  for  ncnariners. 
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About  the  year  1640,  a  great  part  of  thia  town  WM  incorporated 
by  Sir  Fcrdiiiando  Gorges,  by  the  fiame  of  OeorgUna.  He  ap- 
pointed a  mayor  and  aldermen,  and  made  it  a  free  port.  In  1653, 
when  it  fell  under  the  juril'di^ion  of  Maflkhuletti,  it  aflumed  the 
name  of  York,  which  it  has  fince  retained. 

Hallowell  is  a  very  flouriibing  town,  lituated  in  latitude  440  40^, 
at  the  h^ad  of  the  tide  waters  00  Kennebeek  river.  Pownatborough, 
fituated  on  Sheepfcut  river,  with  a  good  port.  Penobfcot,  an4 
Machias,  are  alfo  towns  of  confiderable  and  insreaHng  importance. 
Bangor,  fituated  at  the  head  of  the  tide  waters  on  Tenobfcot  river, 
latitude  45°,  it  is  thought,  will  in  a  few  yean  become  a  place  of  very 
confiderable  trade.  The  other  towns  of  eonfideration  are,  Kittcry, 
fituated  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  PifcataquA  rivers  which  carries  on  a 
good  trade  in  fhip  buildings  Wells^  Biddeford^  Berwick)  Norths 
Yarmouth,  and  Waldoborough.       \  '  ■      .,     ■  . 
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POPULATION. 

According  to  the  cenfus  taken  in  1 790,  the  population  of  this  dlf- 
trifl  Was  as  follows ;  ■  .     ■        , 
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TOWNS. 

S5£ 

TOWNS. 

Number  of 
Inhabitants. 

Kittery 

York 

Wells 

Arundel 

Biddeford 

Pepperell  borough 

Little  Falls 

Litt  e  Oflfepee 

Berwick            i          , 

Lebanon 

Shapleigh         .            ; 

Walhington 

Parfon  field 

Francilborough 

3250 
2900 
3070 
1458 
1018 

»35* 
607 

66e 

3894 
1275 

1329 

262 

655 

3»^ 

Limrick            . 
Waterborough 
Coxall             .           • 
Sandford 
Fryfbtirgh 
Brownfield  and  Sun- 1 

cook            .        J 
Waterford  and  Pene- 1 

cook 
New-Andoveri 
Hiram,  and 
Porterfield        .         J 
Buxton 

-'.  Ml'..-'  •     .1- 

411 
965 

775 
1802 

547 

250 

250 

214 
1564 

28821 

CUMBERLAND  COUNTY.                ,  — ;  { 

Portland        .             i 
Gorham 
Scarborough 
Falmouth        .           i 
Cape-Elizabeth           . 
New-Glouceller 
Grey 

Windham        , 
Otisfield             ,          < 
Raymondtown             . 
Bridgtown                   * 
Flintftown         . 

2140 
2244 
2235 
,2991 

^^55 
»358 

938 
197 

345 

3*9 
190 

Standifh            .          i 
Butterfield                   i 
Ruffield             .          ; 
Turner 

Bucktown                   . 
Shepherdfield    . 
Bakerftown 

North- Yarmouth        i 
Freeport         . 
Durham        * 
Brunfwick                 1 . 
Harpfwell        • 

716 
189 
448 

349 

453 

530 
1276 

1978 

1330 
724 

'387 
1071 

25450 

LINCOLN  COUNTY. 

Pownalborougb 

Woolwich 

Georgetown 

Bath 

Toplham         , 

Boothbay            .        . 

Edgcomb        . 

New-Caftle 

Pittfton 

Halloweli 

2055 

797 

1333 

949 
826 

997 
855 
896 
605 
1 194 
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quantities.    Driicd  fifli  furniflles  likewife  another  very  capital  article 
of  the  exports  of  this  diftri^l* 

LEARNING  AND  LITERATURE. 

The  ereAioii  of  a  college  near  Cafco  bay  was  long  fince  conterH** 

iplated  and  deterniitled  on,  and  the  legiflature  have  proceeded  fo  far 

in  the  bulinefs  as  to'detemiine  bn  the  principles  of  Inch  an  eftabli  (h- 

tnent.    Academies  in  Hallowell,  Berwick,  Fryebiirg,  and  Machias, 

have  been  incorporated  by  the  legiflature^  and  endov.ed  with  hand- 

fome  grants  of  the  public  lands;    Ahd  it  is  but  juft  to  obferve,  that 

town-fchools  are  very  generally  maintained  in  moft  of  the  towns 

that  are  able  to  defray  the  expenfe,  and  a  ^irit  of  improvement  is 

increafuig.  ....         ^  ...,.,«;.,  ■ 

CONSTITUTION; 

At  the  time  of  the  United  States  becoming  independent,  this  dif- 
tri£l:  was  in  fome  meafure  incorporated  with  Maflachufetts,  by  virtue 
of  a  charter  derived  from  King  William  and  Qjrsen  Maiy ;  it  has  as 
yet  continued  nearly  the  fame  connedtion,  its  conftitution  is  therefore 
the  fame  with  that  State.  The  feparation  of  this  diftrift,  ahd  its  erec- 
tion into  an  independent  State,  have  been  fubjefts  publicly  difcufled 
by  the  inhabitants  in  town  meetings,  by  appointment  of  the  legifla- 
ture. Such  is  the  rapid  fettlement  and  progrefs  of  this  country,  that 
the  period  when  this  contemplated  feparation  will  take  placej  i) 
probably  not  far  diftaiat. 


E  *.f  ^.*V.:  j        'v^-'^ 


.  .  ..vvp-s  v-v:.:    .^■—^    INDIANS.      ■-■'''- 

The  remains  of  the  tenobfcot  tribe  are  the  cJnly  Indians  who  take  up 
their  refidence  in  this  diflrift.'.They  cohfift  of  about  one  hundred  fami- 
lies, and  live  together  in  regular  fociety  at  Indian  Old  Town,  which  is 
jRtuated  on  an  ifland  of  about  two  hundred  acres^  in  Fenobfcot  river, 
juft  above  the  Great  Falls.  They  are  Roman  Catholics,  and  have  a 
prieft,  who  refides  among  them,  and  adminifters  the  ordinances. 
They  have  a  decent  houfe  for  public  vvorftiip,  with  a  bell,  and  ano- 
ther building,  where  they  meet  to  tranfaft  the  piiblic  bufinefs  of 
their  tribe.  In  their  aflemblies  all  things  are  managed  with  the 
greateft  order  and  decorum.  The  Sachems  form  the  legiflative  and 
executive  authority  of  the  tribe  ;  though  the  heads  of  all  the  families 
are  invited  to  be  prefent  at  their  public  periodical  meetings.  The 
tribe  is  increafing,  in  confequence  of  an  obligation  laid,  by  the  Sai 
cheats,  Oil  tlie  yjun'.?:  people  io  niarrv  earlv, 

1  -      in 
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In  a  former  war,  this  tribe  loll  their  lands ;  but  at  the  commence- 
roent  of  the  lad  war,  the  Provincial  Congrefs  granted  them  all  the 
lands  from  the  head  of  the  tide  in  Fenobfcot  river,  inclutkd  in  lines 
drawn  fi^c  niile|B  from  the  river  on  each  fide,  i.  e.  a  tra£l  twelve 
miles  wide,  inteffedled  in  the  middle  by  the  river.  They,  however, 
co:.fider  tliat  they  have  a  right  to  hunt  and  iifli  as  hr  as  the  mouth  of 
the  bay  of  Fenobfcot  extends.  This  was  their  original  right, 
in  oppoiition  to  any  other  tribe,  and  they  now  occupy  k  undifturbed, 
and  we  hope  will  continue  lo  to  do,  till  the  period  ihall  arrive  when 
mingled  with  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants,  they  ^^\l  form  but  one  ge» 
neral  ipafst 
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.^      •      PRpyiDENGE. 

SITUATION,  EXTENT,  AND  BOUNDARIES. 

HE  State  known  by  this  naine  lies  between  41^  and  42^  north 

latitude  and  3**  and  4°  eaft  longitiide  from  Philadelphia  ;  the  length 

'is  about  fixty-eight  miles,  and  the  breadth  forty  miles ;  it  is  bounded 

on  the  north  and  eafl  by  the  State  of  Ma^achufetts,  on  the  fouth  by 

(he  Atlantic  ocean,  and  on  the  weft  by  the  State  of  Conne6jticut. 

AIR   AND   CLIMATE. 

This  is  as  healthful  a  country  as  any  part  of  North-Anr.erica.  Th« 
winters  in  the  maritime  parts  are  milder  than  in  the  inland  country  \ 
the  air  being  foftened  by  a  Tea  vapour,  which  alfo  enriches  the  foil. 
Thtf  fummers  are  delightful,  efpecially  on  Rhode-Ifland,  where  the 
extreme  heats,  which  prevail  in  other  parts  of  America,  are  allayed 
by  cool  and  refreiliing  breezes  from  the  fea. 

FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY,  SEA  COAST,  &c. 

Rhode-Ifland,  from  which  the  State  takes  half  its  name,  is  thir- 
teen miles  in  length ;  its  average  breadth  is  aboiit  four  miles.  It  is 
divided  into  three  townfliips,  Newport,  Fortfmouth,  and  Middle- 
town.  This  ifland,  in  point  of  foil,  climate,  and  fituation,  may  be 
ranked  among  the  fined  and  moft  charming  in  the  world.  In  its 
moft  flourifliing  flate  it  was  called  by  travellers  the  Etlen  of  America; 
but  the  change  which  the  ravages  of  war  and  a  decreafe  of  buiinefs 
have  effected  is  great  and  melancholy.  Some  of  the  moft  orna- 
mental country  feats  were  deftroyed,  and  their  fine  groves,  orchards, 
and  fruit  trees,  wantonly  cut  down :  and  the  gloom  of  its  prefent 
decayed  ftate  is  heightened  by  its  charming  natural  fitiiation,  and 
by  refleding  upon  its  former  glory.    Providence,  in  many  parts,  is 
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equally  pleafant,  the  whole  country  being  beautifully  variegated  and 
plentifully  watered.     *  '  ►   ,        .  •  .        .    ..•.,, 

There  is  but  one  mountain  in  this  State,  this  is  in  the  town  of 
Briftol,  called  Mount  Hope,  or  (Haup)  there  is  nothing  in  the  ap- 
pearance of  this  mount  to  claim  particular  attention.  Among  the 
rivers  the  following  deferve  particular  notice  t 

Providence  and  Taunton  rivers,  both  of  which  fall  into  Narra- 
ganl'et  bay,  the  former  on  the  weft,  the  latter  on  the  eaft  fide  of 
Rhode-Ifland.  Providence  riVer  rifes  partly  in  the  Maffachufetts, 
and  is  navigable  as  far  as  Providence  for  fliips  of  nine  hundred  tons, 
thirty  miles  from  the  fea.  Taunton  river  is  navigable  for  fmall  vef- 
fels  to  Tailnton.    The  common  tides  rife  about  four  feet. 

Fall  river  is  fmall,  rifirig  in  Freetown,  and  palling  through  Tiver- 
ton. The  line  between  the  States  of  MaiTachufetts  and  Rhode-lfland, 
pafle4  Fall  river  bridge.  Patuxet  river  rifes  in  Mafliapog  pond,  and 
five  miles  below  Providence  empties  into  Narraganfet  bay.  Pau- 
tucket  river,  called  more  northerly  Blackftone's  river,  empties  into 
Seekhonck  river,  four  miles  N.  N.E.  from  Providence,  where  are 
the  falls  hereafter  defcribed,  over  which  is  a  bridge,  on  the  poll 
road  to  Bofton,  and  forty  miles  from  thence.  The  confluent  ftream 
empties  into  Providence  river,  about  a  mile  below  Weybofletr,  or 
the  great  bridge.  Nafpatucket  river  falls  into  the  bay  about  one 
mile  and  a  half  N.  W.  of  WeybolTet  bridge.  Mofliafluck  river  falls 
into  the  fame  bay,  three*fourths  of  a  mile  north  of  the  bridge. 
Thefe  rivers  united  form  Providence  river,  which,  a  few  miles  be- 
low the  town,  receives  the  name  of  Narraganfet  bay,  and  affords 
fifle  filh,  oyfters,  and  lobfters,  in  great  plenty ;  the  bay  makes  up 
from  fouth  to  north  between  the  main  land  on  the  eaft  and  weft.  It 
embofoms  many  fertile  iflands,  the  appearance  of  which  and  of  the 
circumjacent  country  in  the  fpring  and  fummer  feafons,  either  from 
the  land  or  water,  is  extremely  beautiful  and  charming ;  the  princi^ 
pal  of  thefe,  befides  Rhode-Ifland,  are  Canonnicut,  Prudence,  Pa- 
tience, Hope,  Dyers  and  Hog  iflands.  The  iiift  of  thefe,  viz.  Ca- 
nonnicut ifland,  lies  weft  of  Rhode-Ifland,  and  is  fix  miles  in 
length,  and  about  one  mile  in  breadth  ;  it  was  purchafed  of  the  In- 
dians in  1657,  and  incorporated  by  an  a£t  of  aflembly  by  the  name  of 
the  Ifland  of  Jameftown  in  1678. 

Prudence  ifland  is  nearly  or  quite  as  large  as  Canonnicut,  and  lies 
north  of  it,  and  is  a  part  of  the  townfhip  of  Portfmouth» 
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Block  ifland,  called  by  the  Indians  ManiiTes,  is  twenty-one  MileJ 
S.  S.  W.  from  Newport,  and  is  the  fouthernmoft  land  belonging  to 
the  State ;  it  was  erected  into  a  townfliip,  by  the  name  of  New 
Shoreham,  in  167a.  The  inhabitants  of  this  ifland  were  formerly 
noted  for  making  good  cheefe  ;  and  they  catch  conliderablc  quanti- 
,  tie$  of  cdd  fifli  round  the  ledges  near  the  ifland. 

The  harbours  m  this  State  are,  Newport,  Providence,  Wickford, 
Fatuxet,  Warren,  aAd  Briftol,  alf  of  which  are  advantageous,  and 
feveral  of  them  commodious.  For  the  fafety  and  convenience  of 
failing  into  Narragarifet  bay  and  the  harboifr  of  Newport,  a  light- 
houfe  was  erected  in  1 749  on  Beavertdil,  at  the  fouth  end  of  Canon- 
nicut  ifland  ;  the  diameter  of  the  bafe  is  twenty-foiir  feet,  and  of 
the  top  thirteen  feet  7  the  height  from  the  gro\md  to  the  top  of  the 
fornice  is  fifty  feet,  round  which  is  a  gallery,  and  within  that  Hands 
the  lanthorn,  which  is  about  eleven  feet  high  aiid  eight  feet  in  dia- 
meter. The  ground  the  light-houfe  ftands  on  is  ab^ut  twelve  feet 
above  the  furfacc  of  the  fea  at  high  water, 

SOIL,  PRODUCTIONS,  &c. 

This  State,  generally  fpeaking,  is  a  country  for  pafture,  and  not 
for  grain  ;  in  Illiode-Iiiand  alone  thirty  or  forty  thoufand  flieep  are 
fed,  befides  neat  cattle  and  horfes,  and  a  like  proportion  in  many 
other  parts  of  the  State.  It  however  produces  corn,  rye,  barley, 
oats,  and  in  fome  parts  wheat  fuflicient  for  home  confumption ;  and 
the  various  kinds  of  grafles,  fruits,  culinary  roots  and  plants  in 
g''eat  abundance,  and  in  good  perfedlion,  and  cyder  is  made  for  ex- 
portation. The  north-weftern  parts  of  the  State  are  but  thinly  in- 
habited, and  are  more  rocky  and  barren  than  the  other  patfts.  The 
traft  of  country  lying  between  South-Kingfton  and  the  Connefticut 
line,  called  the  Narraganfet  country,  is  excellent  grazing  land, 
and  is  inhabited  by  a  number  of  wealthy  farn»ers,  who  raife  fome 
of  the  fineft  neat  cattle  in  New-England,  weighing  fvoin  fixteen  to 
eighteen  hundred  weight.  They  keep  large  dairies,  and  make  both 
butter  and  cheefe  of  the  befl  quality  and  in  very  kirge  quantities  for 
exportation.  Narraganfet  has  been  famed  for  an  excellent  bieed  of 
pacing  horfes,  remarkable  for  their  fpeed  and  hardinefs,  and  for  en- 
during the  fatigues  of  a  Journey ;  this  breed  of  horfes  has,  how- 
ever, much  depreciated  of  late,  the  beft  mares  having  been  pur- 
chafed  by  the  people  from  the  weftvvard.  .r      t  / 
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'  The  bowels  of  the  earth  in  this  State  offer  a  large  recompenfe  to 
the  induftrious  adventurer.  Lon  ore  is  found  in  great  plenty  in  fc- 
vcral  parts  of  the  State.  The  iron  works  on  Patuxet  river,  twelvQ 
miles  from  Providence,  are  fupplied  with  ore  from  a  bed  four  mile* 
and  a  half  diftant,  which  lies  in  a  valley,  through  which  runs  a 
brook  ;  the  brook  is  turned  into  a  nctV  channel,  and  the  ore  pits  are 
cleared  of  water  by  a  fteam  engine,  conftrufted  and  made  at  the  fur- 
nace, by  and  under  the  diredion  of  the  late  Jofeph  Brown,  Efq.  of 
Providence,  which  continues  a  very  ufeful  monument  of  his  mechani- 
cal genius :  at  this  ore  bed  are  a  variety  of  ores,  curious  ftones, 
ochres,  &c. 

At  Diamond-Hill,  in  the  county  of  Providence,  which  is  fo  called 
from  its  fparkling  and  fliining  appearance,  there  are  a  variety  of  pe- 
culiar ftones,  more  curious  than  at  prefent  they  appear  to  be  ufeful ; 
but  not  far  from  this  hill,  in  the  to\vnfl\ip  of  Cumberland,  is  a  cop- 
per mine,  mixed  with  iron  ftrongly  impregnated  with  loadftone,  of 
which  fome  large  pieces  have  been  found  in  the  neighbourhood  :  no 
method  has  yet  been  difcovered  to  work  it  to  advantage,  or  rather, 
no  one  has  yet  been  found  with  futticient  fpirit  to  engage  in  an  un- 
dertaking, which,  though  it  might  be  attended  with  difficulty  at  RiAy 
could  hardly  fail,  ultimately,  of  yielding  an  ample  recompenfe. 

An  abundance  of  limeftone  is  found  in  this  State,  particularly  in 
the  county  of  Providence,  of  which  large  quantities  of  lime  are  made 
and  exported.  This  limeftone  is  of  different  colours,  and  is  the 
true  marble,  of  the  white,  plain,  and  variegated  kinds;  it  takes  a  fine 
polilh,  and  works  equal  to  any  in  America. 

There  are  feveral  mineral  fprings  in  this  State,  to  one  of  which, 
near  Providence,  many  people  reibrt  to  bathe  and  drink  the  water. 

The  waters  of  this  State  are  equally  produ£live  j  in  the  rivers  and 
bays  are  plenty  of  flieeps-head,  black-fifli,  herring,  flud,  lobfters, 
oyfters,  and  clams ;  and  around  the  ihores  of  Rhode-Iiland,  befides 
thofe  already  mentioned,  are  cod,  halibut,  mackerel,  bafs,  haddock, 
&c.  to  the  amount  of  more  than  feventy  different  kinds,  fo  that  in 
the  feafons  of  fifh  the  markets  prefent  a  continual  fcene  of  buflle 
and  hurry.  Rhode-Ifland  is  indeed  confidered  by  travellers  as  the 
beft  fifli  market,  not  only  in  the  United  States,  but  in  the  world. 

CIVIL  DIVISIONS,  CHIEF  TOWNS,  &c. 

This  State  is  divided  into  five  counties,  viz.  Newport,  Providence, 

G  g  »  Wafliing- 
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Wafliington,  Briftol  and  Kent;  thefe are  fubdivided  into  thirty  town- 
iliipi.    The  principal  towns  in  each  are  as  follow :  ' 

MEWrOKT' 

This  town  lies  in  lat.  41**  35' ;  it  was  firft  fettled  by  Mr.  Williand 
Coddington,  afterwards  governor,  and  the  father  of  Rhode-Ifland, 
with  feventeea  others,  in  1639.  Its  harbour,  which  is  one  of  the 
fineft  in  the  world,  fpreads  weftward  before  the  town ;  the  entrance 
is  eafy  and  fafe,  and  a  large  fleet  may  anchor  in  it,  and  ride  in  per- 
fe&  fecurity.  It  is  probable,  iliould  the  United  States  eftabliih  a 
naval  force,  that  this  may,  in  fome  future  period,  become  one  of 
the  man  of  war  ports  of  the  American  empire.  The  town  lies  north 
and  fouth  upon  a  gradual  afcent  as  you  proceed  from  the  water,  and 
exhibits  a  beautiful  view  from  the  ^arbour,  and  from  ibe  neighbour- 
ing  hills  which  lie  welhvard  upon  the  main.  Weft  of  the  town  is 
Goat-Ifland,  on  which  is  a  fort.  Between  this  ifland  and  Rhode- 
Ifland  is  the  harbour.    Front  or  Watcr-ftrect  is  a  mile  in  length. 

Newport  contains  about  one  thoufand  houfes,  built  chiefly  of 
wood ;  it  has  nine  houfes  for  public  wnrfhip,  three  for  the  Baptifts, 
twc  for  the  Congregationalifts,  one  for  Epifcopalians,  one  for  Qua. 
kers,  one  for  Moravians,  and  a  fynagogue  for  the  Jews :  the  other 
public  buildings  are  a  flate  houfe  and  an  edifice  for  the  public  li- 
brary. The  fltuation,  form  and  architecture  ot  the  ftate  houfe, 
give  it  a  pleafing  appearance;  it  ftands  fufficiently  elevated,  and  a 
Jong  wharf  and  paved  parade  lead  up  to  it  from  the  harbour. 

The  destructive  influence  of  paper  money,  which  has 
now,  however,  ceafed  to  operate,  combined  with  the  dcvaftation  of 
a  cruel  and  unjuft  war,  have  occalionedi  a  ilagnation  of  bufinefs 
which  is  truly  melancholy  and  diftrefling.  This  cijy,  far  famed  for 
the  beauty  of  its  fltuation,  the  falubrity  of  its  climate,  and  the  hofr 
pitality  and  politenefs  of  its  inhabitants^  and  which  was  the  place  of 
refort  for  invalids  from  a  great  diflance,  now  wears  the  gloomy  af- 
peft  of  decay ;  thoufands  of  its  inhabitants  are  almoft  deftitute  of 
employment ;  tius  circumftance,  together  with  that  of  there  being  a 
great  abundance  of  raw  materials  in  the  vitinity,  flrongly  mark  out 
ttiis  city  as  a  convenient  and  proper  fltuation  for  extenfive  manufac- 
tures. Should  the  gentlemen  of  fortune  refident  in  the  State,  or  any  of 
thofe  who  have  emigrated  or  that  may  emigrate  thithier  from  different 
parts  of  Europe,  turn  their  capitals  into  this  channel,  they  would 
not  only  derive  a  profit  to  themfelves,  but  be  infti-umental  in  giving 

employ- 
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en^ployment  and  bread  to  tl^oufands  of  now  unhappy  people,  and  of 
li^viving  the  former  importance  of  thjs  beautiful  city. 

The  e^pellcnt  accommodations  and  regulations  of  the  numcroiu 
packets  which  belong  to  this  port,  and  which  ply  thence  to  Provi- 
dence and  New-York,  ought  not  to  pafs  unnoticed ;  they  are  liiid  to 
be  fiiperior  to  any  thing  of  the  kind  in  Europe. 

t 
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providence  is  fituated  in  ht.  410  51' on  both  fides  of  Provldenoe 
rjver,  is  thirty-five  miles  from  the  fea,  and  thirty  miles  N.  by  VV.  from 
Newport ;  it  is  the  oldeft  town  in  the  State ;  Roger  Williams  and  his 
company  were  its  firft  fettlers  in  1636. 

This  town  is  divided  into  two  parts  by  the  river,  and  conncifted 
^y  a  bridge,  formerly  called  Wcybofllt,  from  a  high  hill  of  that 
name  which  ftood  near  the  weft  end  of  the  bridge,  but  which  is  now 
removed,  and  its  bafe  built  upon ;  this  bridge  which  is  the  only  one 
of  any  confiderable  note  in  this  State,  is  one  hundred  and  fixty  feet 
long  and  twenty-two  feet  wide,  fupported  by  two  wooden  trefltls  nnd 
two  ftone  pillars ;  its  Htuation  affording  a  profpe£l  of  all  veiFels  leaving 
and  entering  tl^e  harbour,  renders  it  a  pleafant  place  of  ref»rt  in  the 
funnmer.  Ships  of  almoft  any  fize  fail  up  and  down  the  channel, 
which  is  marked  out  by  flakes,  ere£led  at  points,  flioals,  and  beds 
lying  in  the  river,  fo  that  ftrangers  may  come  up  to  the  town  with- 
out a  pilot.  A  fiiip  of  950  tons,  for  the  Eafl-India  trade,  was  lately 
built  in  this  town,  and  fitted  for  fea.  In  1764  there  were  belonging 
to  the  county  of  Providence  fifty-four  fail  of  veffels,  containing  four 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  twenty  tons.  In  1791  they  had  one 
yundre(|  and  twenty«nine  fail,  containing  eleven  thoufand  nine  hun- 
ijfed  and  forty-two  tons,  and  in  1 79a  thefe  were  confiderably  in- 
creafed. 

This  town  fiiffered  much  by  the  Indian  war  of  1675,  when  n  num- 
ber of  its  inhabitants  removed  to  Rhode-Ifland  for  flielter.  In  the 
l^te  war  the  cafe  was  reverfed ;  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  that 
ifland  removed  to  Providence. 

Thepu(>Iic  buildings  are,  an  elegant  meetinghoufe  for  the  Baptifts, 
eighty  feet  fquare,  with  a  lofty  and  beautiful  fteeple  and  a  large 
bell,  caft  at  the  Furnace  Hope  in  Scituate — a  mecting-houfe  for 
Friends  or  Quakers,  two  for  (!)ongregationalifts,  an  epifcopal  church, 
a  handfome  court-houfe,  feventy-feet  by  forty,  in  which  is  depofitcd 
a  lilv^ary  for  the  ufe  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  country — a 

work- 
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work-houf''  a  uiarkct-hoiilc  eighty  feet  long  and  forty  feet  wide,  ancf 
a  brick  fchool-lumfc,  in  which  four  fchooU  arc  kept.  The  houfLS  in 
this  to'.vn  arc  /generally  built  of  wood,  though  there  arc  fome  brick 
buildings  which  arc  lartje  and  elegant.  At  a  convenient  diftance  from 
the  tnwti,  an  holpifal  for  the  fmall-pox  and  other  difeafcs  has  been 
ere^>e(l.  There  re  two  fpcrmaceti  works,  a  number  of  diftillerics, 
fuear  lioulcs,  and  other  manufactories.  Several  forts  were  ererted 
in  and  near  I'roviuence  during  the  late  war,  but  little  attention  has 
])cen  given  t.>  rhem  Hnce  j  in  the  determination  of  the  American 
government  ro  nut  the  lea  ports,  &c.  into  a  proper  ftate  of  defence, 
this  place  has  not  been  forgotten,  orders  have  been  given  to  repair 
thoftf  works  nt.cclTary  for  thq  defence  of  the  town.  This  town  has 
an  exteiifivc  trade  with  Maffachufetts,  ConneAicut,  and  part  of  Vcr- 
niont ;  and  tVom  its  advantageous  fituation,  promifes  to  be  among 
ihe  larofil  to-.vns  in  New-England;  it  fends  four  reprefentatives  to 
the  Gij'n  j:al  AlTembly  ;  the  other  towns  in  the  county  fend  but  two. 

BRISTOL. 

Ei'fiol  is  a  pleafant  thriving  town,  about  fixteen  miles  north  of 
Newport,  on  the  main  ;  part  of  the  town  was  deftroyed  by  the  Bri- 
tlfli,  but  it  has  lince  been  rebuilt ;  it  has  an  epifcopal  and  a  congre- 
gational church.  This  town  is  noted  for  raifing  large  quantities  of 
onion  and  other  roots.  A  number  of  veflels  are  owned  by  the  in- 
Jiabitants,  and  they  carry  on  a  confiderable  trade  to  Africa,  the  Weft- 
Indies,  and  to  different  parts  of  the  United  States.  '     ' 

WARREN. 

Warren  is  alfo  a  flourifliing  town,  has  a  very  lucrative  trade  with 
the  Weft-Indies  and  other  places,  and  a  confiderable  portion  of  bu- 
finefs  in  fliip-building.  '  •■ 

LITTLE   COMPTON. 

Little  Compton,  called  by  the  Indians  Seconnet^  is  faic'  to  be  the 
bcft  cultivated  townflup  in  the  State,  and  affords  a  greater  iupply  of 
provifions  for  market,  fuch  as  meats  of  the  feveral  kinds,  butter, 
cheefe,  vegetables,  SiC.  than  any  other  town  of  its  fize.  The  inha- 
bitants, who  are  an  induftrious  and  fober  people,  and  in  thefe  re- 
(peds  an  example  worthy  the  notice  and  imitation  of  their  brethren 
in  Ibme  other  parts  of  the  State,  manufadure  linen  and  tow  cloth, 
1  -       •  ♦  flannels, 
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fianncla,  &c.  of  s'.n  excellent  qvialityi  and  in  confiderabic  quantities 
for  fale. . 

About  four  miles  north-caft  of  Providence  lici  a  fmall  villiige, 
railed  Pautiicket,  a  pl'ice  of  fomc  trade,  and  tamoii3  for  lampixy 
eels.  Through  this  village  riuis  Pautucket  river,  which  cinptict 
into  Seekhonck  river  at  this  place  ;  in  this  river  is  a  beautluil  fall  of 
water  ;  direftly  over  the  falls  a  bridge  has  lately  been  built,  which  if 
a  work  of  confiderable  magnitude  and  much  ingenuity,  which  di>- 
vides  the  Commonwealth  of  Maflachufetts  from  the  State  of  Khode- 
Ifland.  The  fall,  in  its  whole  length,  is  upwards  of  lifty  ftet ;  ihc 
water  pafles  through  feveral  chafius  in  a  rock  which  runs  diametri- 
cally acrofs  the  bed  of  the  flream,  and  fervea  as  a  dam  to  the  waters 
Several  mills  have  alio  been  creeled  upon  thefe  falls,  and  the  fpoutt 
and  chaiincls  which  have  been  con{lru£tcd  to  condu(ft  the  flreanis  to 
their  refpcdtlve  wheels,  and  the  bridge,  have  taken  very  much  from 
the  beauty  and  grandeur  of  the  fcene,  which  would  otherwife  have 
^een  indefcribably  romantic. 

In  the  town  of  INIiddletovvn,  on  Rhode-Ifland,  about  two  milei 
from  Newport,  is  a  place  called  Purgatory  ;  it  joins  to  the  fea  on  the 
call  fide  of  the  ifland ;  it  is  a  large  cavity  or  opening,  in  a  high  bed  of 
rocks,  about  twelve  feet  h\  diameter  at  top,  and  about  forty  feet  deep 
before  you  reach  the  water,  of  which,  as  it  joins  the  fea,  it  has  always 
a  large  depth.  The  rocks  on  each  fide  appear  to  have  been  onc« 
united,  and  were  probably  feparated  by  fonie  contulfion  in  nature. 


POPULATION. 

Thfe  Number  of  Inhabitants  in  this  State  has  been  feveral 

times  taken. 


MMI 


In   1730 
contained 


it  f  15302  whites 
d    I    2633  blacks 

1748(^9755  whites 

'      I    4373  ^''Ji^'^s 

,,61  [35939  whites 

^7^' I   4697  blacks 


,,.,/ 54435  whites 

L    5^53  blacks 

o    f  48c^8  whites 

^7^3  I  \.^gi  blacks 

i  Thus  this  State  fuffcred  a  dimi- 

I      mitionin  9  years,from  177410 

1783,  of  7623  inhabitants. 


According  to  the  cenfus  taken  in  1790,  the  numbers  flood  as 
follows;  '  '  ■    .#     A  .  • 
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NEWPORT  COUNTY. 


JUL 


TOWNS. 


Newport  .  .  . 
Portlmouth  .  . 
New-Shoreham 
James-Town  . 
Middletown  .  , 
Tivertoti  .  ,  . 
Little-Comptoa 


G 


j: 
» 

I 


1 

3 

□ 
(1 


14S4 

100 

214 
570 
365 


'*37 
'33 

_35+ 


3385 
177 

778 


3»3i  I    »C4»  I    7047 


I 

I 


417 

47 

6 
77 

rr 


443 

17 
47 

i3 


4366 


6716 

1560 

682 
C07 
840 

a4);3 
1542 


14300 


PROVIDENCE  COUNTY. 


Providence 
Smithfield 
Scituate 
Glocefter  . 
Cumberland 
Oranfton    . 
Johnfto'n    . 
North-Providence 
Fofler    .... 


4*7 

•9 
sa 

73 
7« 

Ui 
778 


48 

I 
1 

10 

3 
5 

4 


83 


6380 

3'7» 

«3'5 
4o»? 

1964 

1877 

13*0 

1071 

2268 


21391 


WASHINGTON  COUNTY. 


Wefterly  .  .  . 
North-Kingfton 
South-Kingfton 
Charleftown  .  . 
lixcter  .  .  ,  . 
Richmond  .  , 
Hopkinton     .   . 


460 
602 
820 
344 

366 
3896 


loSi 
«,34» 

815 
»»75 

1184 
"8017 


"61 
199 

406 
67 

<,^7«  339 


to 

96 

'75 
12 

37 
2 

f 

7 


2298 
2907 

4'3' 
2022 

2495 
1760 

2462 


18075 


BRISTOL  COIJ.VTY. 


Briftol    .    . 

VVarreii 

Barrington 


161; 


^  u 

/»•' 


Jt 


»43 
il4^ 


077 

555 


4f 

JO 

21 

9*1  9H 


&2 
12 


1 400 

I  122 

683 

321  I 


■B^  b't^^ni- 
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To^ 


Warwick 
Eaft-Greer 
Weft-Gree 
Coventry 


"1  J-.i 


Newport  CO 
Providence  i 
Waflnngton 
Briftol  do. 
Kent  do. 


What  the 
any  precifion 
tion  as  betweel 
pofc  it  at  aboij 
the  caufes  wlj 
till  a  confidera 
thought  too  hi! 

Before  the 
Great-Britain 
ftigars,  coffeesl 
lumber  and  pi 
rinam  and  othe 
in  England; 
Africa  they  ca 
«nd  provifions 
from  the  mol; 
their  diy  gooc 
Voi.JX. 
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KENT    COUNTY. 


233 


TOWNS. 

Free  white  males  of  16 
years  and  upwards. 

Free  white  males  under 
16  years. 

1 

•a 
a 
IS 

^1 

1 

J 

•e 
< 

Warwick     .... 
Eaft-Greenwich  .   . 
Weft-Greenwich    . 
Coventry     .... 

566 
426 
520 
645 

516 

393 
586 

633 

1152 

920 

918 
1159 

a24 

72 

20 

35 

35:     2493 

13!    1824  ■ 

10!      2054 

5'    2477 

2157    1      2128  J 

4149  I  35 '1  ^3\    8848 

SUMMARY  OF  POPULATIOM. 

Newport  county 
Providence  do.     .    . 
Wafliington  do,  .    . 

Briftoldo 

Kent  do 

2321 
6154 
3896 
781 
2157 

2842 
5500 
4651 
678 
2128 

7047 
11877 
8017 
1562 
4149 

8m 

77S 

1372 

92 

35  > 

^36f 
i  82 

33c 
9^ 
6^ 

)\  14^00 

24391 
)  18075 

32II 

(   8848 

15309 

15799 

32652  13407 

948 

,68825 

What  the  prefent  number  may  be,  it  is  difficult  to  nfcertain  with 
any  preciiion  ;  but,  accounting  for  an  increafe  in  the  fame  propor- 
tion as  between  the  years  1783  and  1790,  we  may  reafonably  fup» 
pofc  it  at  about  feventy-feven  thoufand ;  and  when  we  confidcr  than 
the  caufcs  which  produced  a  diminution  did  not  ceafe  to  operate 
till  a  confiderable  period  after  the  year  1783,  this  account  will  not  be 
thought  too  high.     '  '  '•  ^'^  '      ■        ^        '       '    ' ''  '  '^  "^■' 

.     t.    .:       ^  W_b..    vat 

TRADE  AND  MANUFACTURES. 

Before  the  war,  the  merchants  in  Rhotle-Ifland  imported  from 
Great-Britain  dry  goods ;  from  Africa  (laves;  from  the  Weft  Indies 
fugars,  coffees,  and  molaffes,  and  from  the  neighbouring  colonies 
lumber  and  provifions.  With  the  bills  which  they  obtamed  In  Su» 
rinam  and  other  Dutch  Weft- India  iflands,  they  paid  their  merchants 
in  England  ;  their  fugars  they  carried  to  Holland  ;  the  flaves  from 
Africa  they  carried  to  the  Weft-Indies,  together  with  the  lumber 
and  provifions  procured  from  their  neighbours ;  the  rum  diftille4 
from  the  molaffes  was  carried  to  Africa  to  purchafe  negroes;  with 
their  dry  goods  from  England  they  trafficked  with  the  neighbouring 
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colonies.  By  this  Icind  of  circuitous  commerce  they  fubfifled  and 
grew  rich ;  bnt  the  war,  and  fomc  other  events,  have  had  a  great, 
and  in  many  refpefts,  an  injurious  cffeA  upon  the  trade  of  this  State. 
The  flave  trade,  which  was  a  fource  of  wealth  to  many  of  the  people 
in  Newport,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  State,  has  happily  been  abo- 
Jiftied ;  the  Legiflature  have  pafled  a  law  prohibiting  fliips  from  going 
to  Africa  for  flaves,  and  felling  them  in  the  Weft  India  ifland» ;  and 
the  oath  of  one  feaman  belonging  to  the  fliip  is  fufficient  evidence  of 
the  fa£^  :  this  law  is,  however,  more  favourable  to  the  caufe  of  hu- 
manity than  to  the  temporal  interefts  of  the  merchants  who  had  been 
engaged  in  this  inhuman  traffic.         •;•;:>       '>      '        at  .      ' 

The  town  of  Briftol  carries  on  a  confiderable  trade  to  Africa,  the 
Weft-Indies,  and  to  different  parts  of  the  United  States ;  but  by  far 
the  gieateft  part  of  the  commerce  of  this  State  is  at  prefent  carried 
on  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  flouriihing  town  of  Providence.  la* 
June,  1 791,  there  were  belonging  to  this  port, 

Tons.  .,;".'.  i1 -I 


II  Ships,  containing 

1,066        '. 

35  Brigs 

4,266 

I  Snow 

141 

I  Poleacre 

lOI 

21;  Schooners 

-        I,3ZO        ;,r.^ 

56  Sloops         -         .        - 

3.047 

Total      129  fail,  containing  -        ii»94t 

The  prefent  exports  from  the  State  are  flax  feed,  lumber,  horfes, 
cattle,  beef,  pork,  fifli,  poultry,  onions,  butter,  cheefe,  barley,  grain, 
fpirits,  and  cotton  and  linen  goods.  The  imports  confift  of  Euro-? 
pean  and  Well-India  goods,  and  logwood  from  the  Bay  of  Hondu- 
ras. Upwards  of  600  veflels  enter  and  clear  annually  at  the  different 
ports  in  this  State.  The  amount  of  exports  from  this  State  to  fo- 
reign countries,  for  one  year,  endingithe  30th  of  September,  1791, 
was  four  hundred  and  feventy  thoufand  one  hundred  and  thirty-one 
dollars  nine  cents ;  this  has,  fince  that  period,  confiderably  increafed. 
With  refpeift  to  manufatftures  the  inhabitants  of  this  State  arc  rapidly 
improving.  A  cotton  manufactory  has  been  ere£ted  at  Providence, 
which,  from  prefent  profpeds,  will  anfwer  the  expeftations  of  the 
proprietors.  The  warps  are  fputi  by  water  with  a  machine,  which 
is  an  improvement  on  Mr.  Arkwright's ;  and  ftrong,  fmooth  and 
•xcellent  yain  h  thus  made  both  for  warps  and  ftpckings.    The 
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filling  of  the  cotton  goods  is  fpun  with  jennies.  In  thcfe  fc^ral 
works  five  c;!rding  machines  arc  employed,  and  a  calender,  con- 
fttuAed  after  the  European  manner.  Jeans,  fuftians,  denims,  thick- 
fets,  velvets,  &c.  are  here  manufaftured  and  fent  to  the  fouthern 
States.  Large  quantities  of  linen  and  tow  cloih  are  made  in  different 
parts  of  this  State  for  exportation.  But  the  moft  confiderable  ma- 
nufartures  in  this  State  are  thofe  of  iron,  fuch  as  bar  and  flieet  iron, 
fteel,  nail  rods  and  nails,  implements  of  hulbandry,  ftoves,  pots, 
and  other  houfhold  utenfils,  the  iron  work  of  (hipping,  anchors, 
bells,  &:c.  The  other  manufadtures  of  this  State  are  rum,  com, 
Ipirits,  chocolate,  paper,  wool  and  cotton,  card;",  &c.  befide  domeftic 
manufafturcs  for  family  ufe,  which,  in  this,  in  common  with  the 
other  States,  amount  to  a  vafl:  fum,  which  cannot  be  afcertained. 

RELIGION  AND  CHARACTER. 

The  .  .  tion  of  this  State  admits  of  no  religious  eftablifliments 
any  fan  ,.  ciian  depends  upon  the  voluntary  choice  of  individuals, 
all  men  profeffing  to  believe  in  one  Supreme  Being,  are  equally  pro- 
teifted  by  the  laws,  and  no  particular  {e£t  can  claim  pre-eminence. 
This  unlimited  liberty  in  religion  is  one  principal  caufe  why  there 
is  fuch  a  variety  of  religious  feds  in  Rhodc-Ifland.  The  Baptifts  are 
the  moft  numerous  of  any  denomination  in  the  State;  thefe,  as  well 
as  the  other  B;»ptifl:s  in  New-England,  are  chiefly  upon  the  Calviniftic 
plan  as  to  doiftrincs,  and  independents  in  regard  to  church  govern- 
ment. There  are,  however,  fome  who  profefs  the  Arminian  tenets, 
others  obferve  the  Jewifli,  or  Saturday  Sabbath,  from  a  perfuafien 
that  it  was  one  of  the  ten  commandments,  which  they  plead  are  all  in 
their  nature  moral,  and  were  never  abro'ijated  in  the  New  Tefta- 
ment,  and  muft,  <//  Icaff,  be  deemed  of  equal  validity  for  pullic 
Vv'orfl\ip  as  any  day  particularly  fet  apart  by  Jefus  Chrift  and  his 
apoftles.     Thefe  arc  called  Sabbatarian,  or  Seventh-day  Baptifts. 

The  other  religious  denominations  in  Rhode -Ifland  are,  Congre- 
gatlonalifts.  Friends  or  Qnakers,  Epifcopalians,  Moravians,  and 
Jews.  Befides  thefe,  there  are  a  confiderable  number  of  the  people, 
who  can  be  reduced  to  no  particular  denomination,  making  no  ex- 
ternal profcffion  of  any  religion,  nor  attending  on  any  place  of  public 
worfliip. 

In  many  towns  public  wor(l)ip  is  much  neglefted  by  the  greater 
part  of  the  inhabitants  ;  they  pay  no  taxes  for  the  fuppoit  of  eccle- 
fiaftics  of  any  denomination  ;  and  a  peculiarity  whuh  diftinguifties 
this  ^tate  from  every  other  Proteftant  country  in  the  known  world, 

•    U  h  2  is, 
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13,  that  no  contrae^  formed  by  the  minifter  with  his  people,  for  hifl 
falary,  is  valid  in  law  ;  fo  that  minifters  are  dependent  wholly  on  the 
integrity  of  the  people  for  their  fupport,  fince  their  falaries  are  not 
recoverable.  It  ought,  however,  to  be  obferved,  that  minifters  ia 
general  are  liberally  maintained,  and  none  who  merit  it  have  much 

,  reafon  to  complain  for  want  of  fupport. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  the  late  war  with  Great>6ritain,  the  in- 
habitants of  this  State  manifefted  a  patriotic  fpirit ;  their  troops  be- 
haved gallantly,  and  they  are  honoured  in  having  produced  the  fe- 
cond  general  in  the  field.*         ,        .  ;    .    .-  •,    '    .    .r, 

The  charader  of  the  people  is,  however,  certainly  marked  with 
many  dark  Ihades,  and  the  State,  in  many  inftances,  exhibits  a  me- 

'  lancholy  proof  of  ihofe  evils  which  ever  follow  a  relaxation  of  moral " 
principles.     From  the  year  1710  till  within  a  few  years  paft,  almoft 
a  continual   fyftem  of  creating  a  capital  by  the  negociating  of  a 
paper  currency  has  been  purfued ;  the  Aims  thus  created  were  far 
more  than  fufKcicat  for  the  pu.pofes  of  commerce,  and  indeed,  in 
many  inftances,  were  created  ia  nppolition  to  the  wilhcs  of  the  mer- 
cantile intcreft,  for  the  purpofe  of  fupplying  the  State  v»ith  money, 
and  filling  the  pockets  of  a  fct  of  venal  wretches,  without  fubjeding 
them  to  the  neceffity  of  earning  of  it  by  their  diligence,  fo  that  the 
hiilory  of  the  government  of  this  State  for  fevcnty  years  is  an  hiftoiy 
of  bale  peculation  by  means  of  a  paper  money  currency^  which  was  fo 
contrived,  that  amongft  themfelves  it  came  out  at  about  two  and  a  half 
per  cent.  interLft,  and  they  lent  it  to  the  neighbouring  colonies  at  ten 
per  cent,  as  bare-faced  a  cheat  as  ever  was  pradifcd.    The  intereft  of 
thefe  public  iniquitous  frauds  weiit,  one  quarter  to  the  feveral  town- 
Ihips  to  lictVay  their  charges,  the  other  three  quarters  were  lodged 
in  the  trealuiy,  to  defray  the  charges  of  government.     Thele  mea- 
fores  have  deprived  the  State  of  great  numbers  of  its  worthy  and 
mod  refpct'ilable  inhabitants;  have  had  a  moft  pernicious  influence 
upon  the  morals  of  the  people ;  deprived  the  widow  and  the  orphan 
of  their  juft  dues,  and  occafioned  a  ruinous  ftagnaiion  of  trade.     It 
is  hoped,  however,  that  an  efiicient  government  has  eft'edtually  abo- 
liflied  this  iniquitous  fyftem,  and  that  the  confidence  loft  by  it  will 
be  loon  recovered  by  a  Heady  and  rigid  attachment  to  an  integrity  of 
conduift  in  all  their  future  concerns.     This,  we  have  reafon  to  be- 
lieve, will  be  the  cafe ;  a  change  has  a'ready  token  place  much  for 
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the  better,  and  the  attention  now  paid  to  the  principles  of  the  rifmg 
generations  in  the  feats  of  learning  and  literature,  will,  no  doubt,  ex- 
tend its  beneficial  influence  throughout  the  State. 

LEARNING  AND  LITERATURE. 

The  literature  of  this  State  is  confined  principally  to  the  towns  of 
Newport  nnd  Providence.  There  are  men  of  learning  and  abilities 
fcattered  through  other  towns,  but  they  are  rare.  The  bulk  of  the 
inhabitants,  in  other  parts  of  the  State,  are  involved  in  greater  igno- 
rance, perhaps,  than  in  moft  other  parts  of  New-England.  An  im- 
"]()artial  hiftory  of  their  tranladlid'A'i  linee  tli§  peace  would  evince  the 
truth  of  the  above  obfervations.      '  ■'  '•  •*>»  01  n'l       ■    ■  >'  . . 

At  Providence  is  Rhode-Itland  college.     The  charter  for  found- 
ing this  feminary  of  learning  was  granted  by  the  general  affembly  of 
the  State,  by  the  name  of  the  "  Truftec?  and  Fellows  of  the  College 
or  Univeriity,  in  the  Englilli  colony  ot  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence 
Plantations,"*  in   1764,  in  confcquence  of  the  petition  of  a  large 
number  of  the  moil  refpedable  characters  in   the  State.     By  the 
charter,    the  corporation   of  the  college    confifts  of  two   feparate 
branches,    with   diflln£t,     feparate,    and  refpeftive  powers.      The 
number  of  trurtees  is   thiity-lix,   of  whom  twenty-two  are  Bap- 
tifts,  five  of  the  denomination  of  Friends,  five  Epifcopalians,  and 
four  Congregationalifts.     The  fame  proportion  of  the  different  deno- 
minations to  continue  in  pcfpetuum.    The  number  of  fellows  (in- 
clufive  of  the  prefident,  who  is  a  fellow  ex  ojflcio)  is  twelve,  of  whom 
eight  are  Baptifts,  the  others  chofen  indifcnminately  from  any  deno- 
mination.   The  concurrence  of  both  branches,  by  a  majority  of 
each,  is  neceflary  for  the  validity  of  an  adt,  except  adjudging  and 
conferring  degrees,  which  exclufively  belongs  to  the  fellowihip  as  a 
learned  faculty.    The  prefident  muft  be  a  Baptiit :  profeflbrs  and 
other  officers  of  inftruftion  are  not  limited  to  any  particular  denomi- 
nation.   There  is  annually  a  general  meeting  of  the  corporation  on 
the  firft  Wednefdayin  September,  at  which  time  the  public  commence- 
ment is  held.   The  following  extraifls  from  a  charge  delivered  to  the 
graduates  on  that  occafion  in  i79t,  hy  David  Howell,  Efq.  are  intrc- 
duced  here,  as  they  difcover  the  principles  inculcated  in  this  feminary, 
while  they  proclaim  the  benevolent  difpofition  of  their  author.  ^ 


*    Thii  name  to  be  altered  when  any  generous  bcnefa^or   arifcs,  who   by  hi» 
libcial  donation  ihall  entitle  himfeif  to  tiie  honour  of  giving  tV.c  college  a  nvne. 

«  The 
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*•  The  pittance  of  time  allotted  to  a  collegiate  education,  can  fuf- 
fice  only  to  lay  the  foundation  of  learning;  the  fuperftru<5luie  muft  be 
reared  by  the  aflidiious  attention  of  after  years. 

**  This  day  enlar^^cs  you  into  the  world.  Extenfive  fiel(!s  open  to 
your  view.  You  have  to  explore  the  fcenes,  anJ  to  make  an  elec- 
tion of  the  character  that  bell  pleafes  you  on  the  great  theatre  of 
life. 

"  Let  the  rights  of  man  ever  be  held  facred.  A  moment's  reflec- 
tion will  convince  you,  that  others'  rights  are  as  inviolable  as  your 
own  ;  and  a  fmall  degree  of  virtue  will  lead  you  to  refpeft  them. 
He  that  ferves  mankind  moft  fuccci"sful!y,  and  with  the  beft  prin- 
ciples, ferves  his  Creator  moft  acceptably.  Be  cautious  of  bandying 
into  parties ;  they  regard  neither  the  abilities  nor  virtues  of  men,  but 
only  their  fubfervienry  to  prefent  purpofes ;  they  are  a  fnare  to  virtue 
and  a  mifchief  to  fociety.  With  this  caution  on  your  mind,  you 
will  never  revile  or  fpCak  evil  of  whole  feifts,  clalTes,  or  focieties  of 
men.  "  ■•  / '   ■  ,j';-T-:i..  ^-^ 

*♦  Forget  not  this  precious  motto :  *'  'Nihil  humanum  a  me  futo 
aUettHm"  Confider  every  one  in  human  fliape  as  your  brother ;  and 
**  let  charity  in  golclcn  links  of  love  conned  you  nuith  the  brother htod  of 
man.''*  Let  your  benevolence  be  broad  as  the  ocean  j  your  candour 
brilliant  as  the  fun,  and  your  compaffion  and  humanity  extenfive 
as  the  human  race." 

Thefe  fentiments  are  not  confined  to  Mr.  Howell,  the  charge  of 
Prefident  Maxey,  in  1793,  breathes  the  fame  fpirit  of  freedom  and 
philanthropy.  What  are  the  advantages  fociety  may  not  expedl, 
when  principles  like  thefe  are  imprefled  with  all  the  energetic  force 
of  precept  and  example,  on  the  minds  of  the  rifing  generation  ? 

This  inftitution  was  fiift  founded  at  Warren,  in  the  county  of 
Briftol,  and  the  firft  commencement  held  there  in  1 769. 

In  tl\e  year  1770,  the  college  was  removed  to  Providence,  where  a 
large,  elegant  biiilding  was  ereAed  for  its  accommodation,  by  the 
generous  donations  of  individuals,  moftly  from  the  town  of  Provi- 
dence. It  is  fjtuated  on  a  hill  to  the  eaft  of  the  town  ;  and  while  it» 
elevated  fituation  renders  it  delightful,  by  commanding  an  extenfive> 
variegated  profpeft,  it  furniihes  it  with  a  pure,  fahibrious  air.  The 
edifice  is  of  brick,  four  ftories  high,  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  long, 
and  forty-fix  wide,  with  a  projection  of  ten  feet  each  fide.  It  has  an 
entry  lengthwifc,  with  rooms  on  each  fide.    There  are  forty-eight 
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rooms  for  the  accommodation  of  ftudents,  and  eight  larger  ones  for 
public  ufes.    The  roof  is  covered  with  flate. 

From  December  1776,  to  June  1782,  the  college  edifice  was  ufed 
by  the  French  and  American  troops  tor  an  hofpital  and  barracks,  fo 
that  the  conrfe  of  education  was  Interrupted  during  that  period.  No 
degrees  were  conferred  from  1776  to  1786.  From  1786,  the  col- 
lege again  became  regular,  and  is  now  very  flounniing,  containing 
upwards  of  fixty  ftudents. 

This  inftitution  is  imder  the  inftru(ftion  of  a  prefident,  a  profeflbr 
of  divinity,  a  profclTor  of  natural  and  experiuiental  philofophy,  a 
profeffor  of  mathematics  anJ  aftronomy,  a  profeflbr  of  natural  hif- 
tory,  and  three  tutors.  The  inftitution  has  a  library  of  between 
two  and  three  th»ufand  volumes,  containing  a  valuable  philofophical 
apparatus.  Nearly  all  the  funds  of  the  college  are  at  intereft  in  the 
treafury  of  th;:  State,  and  amount  to  alnioil  two  thoul'and 
pounds. 

At  Newport  there  is  a  flourifliing  academy,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  a   rector  and  tutors,    who  teach  the  learned  languages, 

Englifli  grammar,  geography,  &c. 

••  •. v^  ^ii.--    '       •.■!^''-  -:;-,,  ■.  -    :• 

SOCIETIES  AND  IMPROVEMENTS.    '-' '^    ^  > 

A  marine  fociety  was  eftablifhed  at  Newport  in  1752,  for  the 
purpofe  of  relieving  diftrefled  widows  and  orphans  of  maritime  bre-^ 
thren,  and  fuch  of  their  fociety  as  may  need  afGflance. 

The  Providence  focitty  for  promoting  the  abolition  of  flavery,  for 
the  relief  of  pcrfons  unlawfully  held  in  bondage,  and  for  improving 
the  condition  of  the  African  race,  commenced  in  1789,  and  was  in- 
corporated the  year  fuilowing.  It  conliils  of  upwards  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  members,  part  of  whom  belong  to  the  State  of  Maf- 
fach'-jfetts. 

The  aflembly  of  this  State,  in  their  feffion  of  May,  1792,  pafled  an 
aft  incorporating  three  companies,  for  the  purpofe  of  erefting  three 
bridges — one  over  the  upper,  and  another  over  the  lower  ferry  of 
Seekhonk  river,  and  a  third  over  Howland  ferry,  which  would  unite 
.  Rhode-Ifland  with  Tiverton  on  the  main ;  the  two  former  will 
greatly  accommodate  the  town  of  Providence — the  latter  mud  prove 
highly  advantageous  to  the  people  of  Newport  and  others  on 
Rhode-IQand.  To  fuch  wopks  of  utility  and  enterprize  every 
good  man  wiflies  fuccefs^ 
;  _  ■   .    _  :-:}iv-'-'  '■'-  ":\-       CON- 
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CONSTITUTION. 

The  conflitution  of  this  State  i^,  founded  on  the  charter  granted  by 
Charles  II.  in  1663  ;  :iiul  the  frame  of  government  was  not  cjjcntliilly 
altered  by  the  revolution.  The  legiflature  of  this  State  confifts  of 
two  branches — a  Senate  or  Upper  Houfc,  compofed  often  meiribers, 
bcfidts  the  governor  and  deputy-governor,  called,  in  the  chiiter,, 
ajijlants — and  a  Houfe  of  Repreftntatives,  compofed  of  deputies 
fiom  the  fevcral  towns.  The  members  of  the  legiflature  arc  chofen 
twice  a  year  ;  and  there  are  two  feflions  of  this  body  annually,  viz, 
on  the  firil  VVcdnefday  in  May,  and  the  laft  VVeduefday  in  Oc- 
tober. 

The  fupreme  executive  power  is  vefted  in  a  governor,  or,  in  his 
abfence,  in  the  deputy-governor,  who,  with  the  affiftants,  fecretaiy, 
and  general  treafurer,  are  chofen  annually  in  May  by  the  fufiVages  of 
the  people.  The  governor  prefides  in  the  Upper  Houfe,  but  has 
only  a  fingle  voice  in  enaiTting  laws. 

There  is  one  fupreme  judicial  court,  compofed  of  five  judges, 
vvhofe  jurifdidion  extends  over  the  whole  State,  and  who  holds  two 
courts  annually  in  each  county. 

In  each  county  there  is  an  inferior  court  of  common  pleas  and  ge- 
neral fclTions  of  the  peace,  held  twice  a  year  for  the  trial  of  oaufes, 
not  capital,  arifing  within  the  county,  from  which  an  appeal  lies  to 
the  fupreme  court.  But  in  order  to  give  a  more  particular  view  of 
the  go^ernnlcnt  of  this  State,  we  fhall  infert  the  charter  itfelf  qi> 
which  it  is  founded. 

CHARTER.     ■    /■  '*'      . 

Charles  the  Second,  by  the  grace  of  God,  &c.  To  all  to 
whom  tlicfe  prefents  fliall  come  greeting :  VVLereas  we  have  been 
informed  by  the  petition  of  our  trufty  and  well  beloved  fubjeds,  John 
Claike,  on  the  behalf  of  BenediiSl  Arnold,  William  Brenton,  Wil- 
li-.i'n  Codington,  Nicholas  Eaflon,  William  Bouillon,  John  i'orter, 
John  Smith,  Samuel  Gorton,  John  Weekes,  Roger  Williams,  Tho- 
nias  Olney,  Gregory  Dexter,  John  Cogefliall,  Jofeph  Clarke,  Randall 
Houlden,  John  Greene,  John  Roomc,  Samuel  Wildbore,  William 
l-'icld,  James  Barker,  Richard  Tew,  Thomas  Harris,  and  William 
Dyre,  and  the  refl  of  the  purchafers  and  free  inhabitants  of  our  ifland, 
called  Rhodc-Ifland,  and  the  reft  of  the  colony  of  Providence  Planta- 
tions, 
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Sons,  in  the  Narraganfet  bny,  in  New-England,  in  America,  that 
they,    purfuing  with  peace  and  loyal  ,mit>d<i  their  Ibber,   ferioiis, 
and  religious  intentions,    of  godly  edifying    themfdves    and    one 
another  in  the  holy  Chriftian  faith    and   worfliip,  as  they  were 
perfuaded,  together  with  the  gaining  over  and  cnnvcrfion  of  tTie 
poor  ignorant  Indian  natives  in  thofe  parts  of  America,  to.ihe  firtrens 
profclliun  and  obedience  of  the  fa;ne  faith  and  uorlhip,  did  not 
only  by  the  confent  and  good  encouragement  of  our  royal  progcni- 
%ony  tranrp<jrt  themfelves  outof  this  kingdom  of  England  into  Americjjj 
but  alfo  fince  their  arrival  tliere,  after  their  firft  lettlemcn^  among pthcr 
our  fubjefts  in  thofe  parts,  for  the  avoidi'ig  of  difcord  and  thofe 
^any  evils  which  were  likely  to  enfue  upon  th(fe  our  Tibjefts  not 
"being  nble  to  bear  in  thole  remote  parts  their  different  apprehe'itlons  ia 
ireligioui  concernments }  and  in  purfuan:e  of  the  af^rtHinI  ends  did 
once  again  leave  their  deHrable  {Rations  and  habitations,  and  with  ex* 
ceiTive  labour  and  travail,  hazard  and  ch  trge,  did  tranfp'ant  thet^i- 
felves  into  the  midft  of  the  Indian  natives,  who,  a»  we  are  informed^ 
are  the  moft  potent  princes  and  people  of  all  that  country ;  where,  by 
the  good  providence  of  God  (from  whom  the  pi  mtations  i:ave  takca 
their  name)  upon  their  labour  and  indiiftry,  they  have  not  only  been 
prefcrved  to  ad.niration,  but  have  increafed  and  profpered,  and  arc 
ieifed  and  poHcfled,  by  purchale  and  confent  of  the  fjid  natives, 
to  their  full  contdtit,  of  fuch  lands,  iflands,  rivers,  harbours,  and 
lK>ads,  as  are  very  convenient  both  for  plantations,    and  alfu  for 
building  of  Aiips,    fupply   of  pipe-ftaves,    and    other    merchan- 
dise, and  which  lie  very  commodious  in  many  refpefts  for  commerce, 
and  to  accommodate  our  fouthern  plantations,  and  may  much  ad- 
Vance  the  trade  of  this  our  realm,  and  greatly  enlarge  the  territoriea 
thereof;   they  having,  by  near  neighbourhood  to,  and  fritndly  fo- 
ciety  with  the  great  body  of  the  Narragrmfet  Indians,  given  them  en- 
wuragement  of  their  own  accord,  to  fubjeft  thejTifehes,  their  people, 
and  lands,  unto  lis ;  whereby,  as  h  hoped,  there  m.iy,  in  time,  by 
the  blcffing  of  God  upon  their  endeavours,  be  'aid  a  fare  foundation 
of  happinefs  to  all  Amerira.    And  vvherea?,  in  their  humble  ad- 
drefs,  they  have  freely  declared,  that  it  is  much  ofi  their  hearts  (if 
they  be  permitted)  to  hold  forth  a  lively  experiment,  that  a  moft 
flourlQiing  civil  ftate  may  ftai\d,  and  beft  be  maintained,  and  that 
among  our  Et^liCh  fubje(5^s,  with  a  full  liberty  in  religious  concern- 
^ments ;  and  that  true  piety,  rightly  grounded  upon    golj.vel   prin- 
ciples, will  give  th«  bell  and  greatefl  fecurity  to  fovtreij^nty,  and 
will  lay  in  the  hearts  of  men  the  llrongcfl  obligations  to  true  loy- 
Vot.II.  .         li  aityi 
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■Ity:   no*r,  know  ye,   that  we  being  willing  to  encourage  (fi« 
'  hopeful  undeilaking  of  our  faid  loyal  and  loving  fubjcAi,   and 
to  fecure  then)  in  the  free  exercife  and  enjoyment  of  all  their  civil 
and  religious  rights  appertaining  to  them,  as  our  loving  fubjeAs;  and 
to  preferve  unto  them  that  liberty  in  the  true  Chriftian  faith  and 
ivorihip  of  God  which  they  have  fought  with  fo  much  travail,  and 
with  peaceable  minds  and  loyal  fubjedlion  to  our  royal  progenitors  and 
eurfelves  to  enjoy ;  and  becaufe  fume  of  the  people  and  inhabitants  of 
the  fame  colony  cannot,  in  their  private  opinion,  conform  to  the 
public  exercife  of  religion  according  to  the  liturgy,  form,  and  cere« 
moniei  of  the  Church  of  England,  or  take  or  fiibfcribe  the  oaths  and 
articles  made  and  eftabliihed  in  that  behalf;  and  for  that  the  fame,  by 
reafon  of  the  remote  diftances  of  thofe  places,  will,  as  we  hope,  be 
no  breach  of  the  unity  and  uniformity  eilabliflied  in  this  nation, 
have  therefore  thought  fit,  and  do  hereby  publifh,  grant,  ordain,  and 
declare,  that  our  royal  will  and  pleafure  is,  that  noperfon  within  the 
'  faid  colony,  at  ^ny  time  hereafter,  iliall  be  any  wife  molefted,  pu« 
nifhed,  difquieted,  or  called  in  queflion,  for  any  differences  in  opinion 
in  matters  of  religion,  who  do  not  adlually  diflurb  the  civil  peace  of 
our  faid  colony;  but  that  all  and  every  pcrfon  and  perfons  may,  from 
time  to  time,  and  at  all  times  hereafter,  freely  and  fully  have  and  en« 
joy  his  and  their  own  judgments  and  confciences,  in  matters  of  re^ 
ligious  concernment,  throughout  the  tra6t  of  land  hereafter  men- 
tioned,  they  behaving  themfclves  peaceably  and  quietly,  and  not  ufing 
this  liberty  to  Ucentioufnefs  and  profanenefs,  nor  to  the  civil  injury  or 
■  Outward  difturbance  of  others,  any  law,  ilatute,  or  claiife  therein  con- 
tained, or  lo  be  contained,  ufage  or  cuftom  of  this  realm,  to  the  con- 
trary hereof,  in  any  wife  notwithftanding.    And  that  they  may  be  in 
the  better  capacity  to  defend  themfclves  in  their  juft  rights  and  liber- 
ties, againft  all  the  enemies  of  the  Chriftian  fiith,  and  others,  in  all  re 
fpefts,  we  have  further  thought  fit,  and  at  the  humble  petition  of  the 
perfons  aforefaid,  are  gracioufly  pleafed  to  declare,  that  they  (halt 
have  and  enjoy  the  benefit  of  our  late  s^  of  indemnify,  and  free  par- 
don, as  the  reft  of  our  fubjetSts  in  other  our  dominions  and  territo- 
ries have ;  and  to  create  and  make  them  a  body  politic  or  corporate, 
with  the  powers  or  privileges  herein  after-mentioned.    And  accor- 
dingly, our  will  ami  pleafnre  is,  and  of  our  efpecial  grace,  certain 
knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  we  have  ordained,  conftituted,  and 
declared,  and  by  thefe  prefems,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccellbrs,  dv 
•rdain,  cotjftitute,  and  declare,  that  they  the  faid  Williiam  Brentoni» 
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William  Coddlngton,  Nicholas  Eafton,  Benedict  Arnold^  Williain 
Boulrtonf  John  Porter,  Samuel  Gorton,  John  Smith,  John  Weekei, 
Roger  Williams,  Thomas  Olney,  Gregory  Dexter,  John  Cogeftall, 
Jufeph  Clarke,  Randall  Houlden,  John  Greene,  John  Roome,  WiU 
liam  Dyre,  Samuel  Wildbore,  Richard  Tew,  William  Field,  Tho. 

mas  Harris,  James  Barker, — -  Rainftorrow,  —     ■.■  Williams, 

and  John  Nixon,  and  all  fuch  others  ns  are  now,  or  hereafter  fhall 
be  admitted,  frre  of  the  company  and  fociety  of  our  colony  of  PrOf 
vidence  Plantations,  in  the  Narraganfet  bay,  in  New-England,  flial| 
be,  from  time  to  time,  and  fur  ever  hereafter,  a  body  corporate  and 
politic,  in  fnA  and  name,  by  the  name  of  the  governor  and  company  of 
the  Englifli  colony  of  RhodeJiland  and  Providence  Plantations,  in 
New-England,  in  America ;  and  that  by  the  fame  name,  they  and 
their  fucceflTors  fhall  and  may  have  perpetual  fucceflion,  and  (hall 
and  may  be  perfons  able  and  capable  in  the  law  to  fue  and  be  fued,  t9 
plead  and  be  impleaded,  to  anfwer  and  to  be  anfwered  unto,  to  defend, 
and  to  be  defended,  in  all  and  Angular  fuits,  caufes,  quarrels,  mat- 
ters, actions,  and  things,  of  what  kind  or  nature  foever ;  and  alio  to 
have,  take,  poHefs,  acquire,  and  purchafe  lands,  tenements,  or  heredi* 
laments,  or  any  goods  or  chattels,  and  the  fame  to  leafe,  grant,  de« 
mife,  alien,  bargain,  fell,  and  difpufc  of,  at  their  own  will  and  plea* 
fure,  as  other  our  liege  people  of  this  our  realm  of  England,  or  any 
corporation  or  body  politic  within  the  fame,  may  lawfully  do :  and 
further,  that  they  the  faid  governor  and  company,  and  their  fuccef* 
fors,  fliall  and  may,  for  ever  hereafter,   have  a  common  fcal,  to 
ferve  and  ufe  for  all  matters,  caufes,  things,  and  affairs  whatfoever, 
of  them   and  their  fucceiTors,  and  the  fame  feal  to  alter,  change, 
break,  and  make  new  from  time  to  time,   at  their  will  and  plea- 
fure,  as  they  fhall  think  fit.    And  further,  we  will  and  ordain,  an4 
by  thefe  prefents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccefTors,  do  declare  and 
appoint,  that  for  the  better  ordering  and  managing  of  the  affairs  an^ 
buiinefs  of  the  faid  company  and  their  fuccefTors,  there  fliall  be  one 
governor,  on?  deputy-governor,  and  ten  afllftants,  to  bs  from  time 
to  time  conftituted,  eledled,  and  chofen  out  of  the  freemen  of  the  faid 
company  for  the  time  being,  in  fuch  manner  and  form  as  is  hereafter 
in  thefe  prefents  exprefTed ;  which  faid  officers  fliall  apply  themfelves 
to  take  care  for  the  befl  difpofing  and  ordering  of  the  general  hufinefs 
^d  affairs  of  and  concerning  the  lands  and  hereditaments  hereinafter  .. 
mentioned  to  be  granted,  and  the  plantation  thereof,  and  the  go- 
vernment of  the  people  there.    And  for  the  better  execution  of  our 
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royal  pleafiire  herein,  wc  dn,  for  uj,  our  heiis  and  fucceffors,  iflign", 
name,  <on(litutc  and  app<iint,  the  afmdaiil  Bencclift  Arnold  to  be 
the  fiift  an'l  pre  ent  governor  of  the  faid  compiiny,  and  the  faid  Wil- 
liam Brent'm  to  be  the  deputy  governor,  and  the  faid  William 
Boulfton,  John  Porter,  Roger  William*,  Thomas  Olmy,  John  Smith, 
John  Greene,  John  Cogcftiall,  James  Barker,  William  Field,  and 
Jofej-h  Clarke,  to  be  the  ten  prefcnt  affiftants  of  the  f  lid  company,  to 
continue  in  the  faid  fcveral  ofticcs  rcfpe(^ively,until  the  firft  Wednefday 
whici)  (hall  be  in  the  month  of  May  now  n;xt coming.  And  further, 
we  wiU,  andbythefe  prefents,  funis,  (Uir  heirs  and  fucceflfors,  door- 
dain  and  grunt,  that  the  governor  of  the  faid  company  for  the  tiire 
being,  or  In  his  abfence,  by  occafion  of  ficknefs  rr  othcrwife,  by  his 
Icive  or  pcrni\iflion  the  doputy-governor  for  the  time  being,  (hall  and 
may,  from  time  to  thiie,  upon  all  occafions,  give  order  for  the  airem- 
birgof  the  faid  company,  and  calling  them  to;;ethcr,  to  confult  and 
adviie  of  die  biilinefs  and  affairs  of  thi.  (aid  comj  any  ;  and  that  for 
ever  hereafter,  twice  in  every  year,  that  is  to  (ay.  on  every  fir (\Wcd- 
mfila*  in  the  moiilfi  of  May,  and  on  every  lift  Wednefday  in  OAobcr, 
or  ojiener,  in  calc  it  (hall  be  rcquifite,  the  aflTirtants,  and  fuch  of  the 
fieciinnof  the  faid  company,  not  cxccec'ing  (5x  perfons  from  New- 
}-o:r,  lour  perfons  for  e.'.ch  t)f  tlie  relpcdlive  towns  of  Provi  'ence, 
r>  itfir.outh,  and  Warwick,  and  tvo  perfoni  for  each  other  place, 
town  or  city,  who  (hall  be  trom  tine  to  time  thereunto  eleftedor  de- 
puted by  the  major  part  of  the  freemen  of  the  refpeflive  towns  or 
|v!a  «s  for  which  they  fljall  be  fo  elet^ed  or  deputed,  (liall  have  a  ge- 
neral meeting  »,r  afTembly,  then  and  there  to  confult,  advife  and 
dctciniine,  in  and  ab  ut  the  affairs  and  hnfinefs  of  the  faid  company 
and  plantations.  And  turther,  we  do  of  our  efptcial  grace,  cer- 
tain k'.owltdge,  and  mere  motion,  t;.vc  and  grant  unto  the  faid  go« 
vernor  and  company  of  the  Figlifli  co'ony  cf  Rhode-Ifl.ind  and 
Providence  Plantatione,  in  Xew-F.ngland,  in  America,  and  their 
fucftfl.  rs,  that  the  governor,  or  in  his  aHfenre,  or  by  his  permilfion, 
the  doputy-governor  of  the  fiid  company  for  the  time  b*.  ing,  t'^e  af- 
fillan's,  and  fuch  of  the  freeiueti  of  the  fnid  compiny  as  fliall  bt  fo 
afoiefaiid  elefted  or  dc-puted,  or  fo  many  cf  them  as  (hall  be  prefent 
at  fuch  meeting  or  nfli.mily  as  aiortfaid,  fhal!  be  caJed  the  Ge- 
neral A(rembly  ;  a;id  tha  tr.cy,  or  thi.-  grca  ert  p.i ft  of  them  then 
prefent,  whereof  ihe  govern' r,  or  deputy^tiOven.or,  and  fix  of  the 
aflfiftanis  at  leaft,  t<;  be  feven,  fliJ  have,  and  have  l.ercby  given  and 
^aiued  UP  to  them  full  power  and  authority,  from  time  to  time,  and 
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■t  all  rimei  hertafter,  to  appoint,  alter,  and  change  fuch  dajrt,  timcf 
and  placet  of  meeting,  and  General  Afll-nibly,  a«  they  fliall  think  St  | 
and  to  chufe,  nominate,  and  apix>int  fuch  and  fo  many  perfona  at  thejr 
fliall  think  Kt,  ad  fhutl  be  willing  to  accept  the  fame,  to  be  free  of 
the  faid  comp.my  and  body  politic,  and  them  into  the  fkme  toadmitt 
and  to  vle^t  and  conlHturc  fuch  offices  a<id  officem,  and  to  gr^nt  fuch 
needful  comniifioiii  at  they  (hall  think  fit  aiidre<i]UiUte,  for  orJerin^, 
managing,  and  difp  trhmg  or  the  aifainof  the  ;aid  f^aetnor  an4 
company,  and  thtrir  iiiccefTyis;  and  from  time  to  tim;:,  to  ju'kc, 
ordain,  conftituter,  •  or  repeal,  iocti  laws,  ftatutcii,  ordeit  ;<  id  frc)i< 
nances,  forms  and  ceremonies  of  government  and  niarr-jli^ic/,  as 
to  them  (bai  fcem  wea,  for  the  good  and  welfare  ot  trie  iii\i  C{}.i\f 
puny,  and  tor  the  government  and  ordering  ot'  the  lanJt*  rjnd  hcrediu- 
ments  herein  aftei-nuntioned  to  be  granted,  and  oi me  p'op/e  that  do, 
or  at  any  time  hereafter  (hall  inhabit,  or  be  within  the  fame ;  X* 
as  fiirh  laws,  ordinances,  and  conflitutions  fo  made,  be  riotcuntiarjr 
and  repugnant  unto,  hut  ns  near  as  may  bo,  agreeable  to  the  lawn  of 
this  our  realm  of  England,  confidrring  the  nature  and  conftitntbn  of 
the  place  and  people  there  ;  and  alfo  to  appoint,  order,  &nd  (Hre!f>, 
ereft  and  fettle  fuch  places  and  courts  of  jnrifJiAion,  for  heanng  asv^ 
determining  of  all  aftions,  cafes,  matters,  and  thingo,  happrMinn 
within  the  faid  colony  and  plantation,  and  which  fliall  be  in  difpute, 
and  depending  there,  as  they  Ihall  think  fit ;  and  alfo  to  diftinguiOr 
and  fet  forth  the  feveral  names  and  titles,  duties,  powcr<i  and  ii;\ii:s, 
of  each  Court,  ofRce  and  officer,  fuperior  and  inferior;  ond  alfo  to 
contrive  and  appoint  fuch  forms  of  oaths  and  atteftatio'U',  nut  cc^^tg- 
nant,  but  as  near  as  may  be  agreeable,  as  aforefaid,  tc  rlii:  laws  and 
fiatuteaof  thia  our  realm,  as  are  convenient  and  K.^ivSttc^  %vuh  re^^^ 
fpefltothe  due  adminiftration  of  juftice,  andu"r  ixecution  nnd  dif- 
charge  of  all  ofHces  and  places  of  trufl,  by  ih^  perfons  that  fliall  be 
therein  concerned ;  and  alfo  to  legulaic  and  order  the  way  and  man- 
ner of  all  eleftions  to  offices  find  places  of  truft,  and  to  prefcribe, 
limit  and  diflinguifli  the  number  and  bounds  of  all  places,  towns  and 
cities,  within  the  lirats  and  bounds  herein  after  mentioned, 
and  not  herein  particularly  named,  who  have,  or  fhall  have  the 
power  of  elefting  ani  fending  of  freemen  to  the  faid  General  Aflem- 
bly  ;  and  alfo  to  order,  dife^V,  and  authorife  the  impofing  of  lawful 
and  reafonable  fines,  mulAs,  imprifonments,  and  executing  other, 
punifhments,  pecuniary  and  corporal,  upon  offenders  and  delin* 
<|uent6,    according  to  the   courfe   of  othar  corporations  within 
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this  our  kingdom  of  England  :  «nd  sgtin,  to  alter,  revoke,  annul  or 
jjardon,  under  their  common  fc»l,  Of  orhcrwife,  ftich  fines,  mulcfti, 
iipprifonments,  fentcnces,  judgm^ntiand  condemnations,  as  ihall  be 
thought  fit ;  and  to  diied,  rule,  order,  and  difpofe  all  other  mattera 
and  things,  and  particularly  that  which  I'elatei  to  the  making  of  pur- 
chafes  of  the  native  Indians,  ai  to  tbtm  HiaU  fecm  meet ;  whereby 
our  laid  people  and  inhabitants  in  the  fald  plantations  may  be  fo 
reJigioufly,  peaceably,  and  civilly  governed,  af  that  by  their  good  life 
and  orderly  converfation  they  may  win  and  invite  the  native  Indians 
pf  the  country  to  the  knowle  Ige  nnd  obedience  of  the  only  true  God 
^d  Saviour  of  mankind ;  willing,  commanding,  and  requiring,  and 
by  thefe  prefents,  for  us,  our  helri  and  fucceiTors,  ordaining  and  ap« 
pointing,  that  all  fuch  laws,  ilatuteK^  orderi,  and  Oi'dinances,  iuilruc- 
tions,  impofitions,  and  diredions,  as  ihall  be  fo  made  by  the  governor, 
deputy,  aififtants,  and  freemen,  or  i\mh  number  of  them  as  aforefaid, 
and  publiflied  in  writing  under  their  common  feal,  fhall  be  carefully 
and  duly  obferved,  kept,  performed,  ind  ])Ut  in  execution,  acn 
cording  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  iame<  And  thefe  our 
letters  patent,  or  the  duplicate  or  exempll^eation  thereof,  fliall 
be  to  all  and  every  fuch  officers,  Aipcrior  or  inferior,  from  time  to 
time,  for  the  putting  of  the  fame  orderi,  laws,  Aatutes,  ordinances. 
inuru£lions,  and  directions,  in  due  execution  againft  us,  our  heirs 
and  fucceflbrs,  a  fufiicient  warrant  and  dift'harge*  And  further,  our 
will  and  pleafure  is,  and  we  do  hereby  fur  u»,  our  heirs  and  fuccef-^ 
fors,  eftablifli  and  ordain,  that  yearly,  once  in  the  year  for  ever  here- 
after, namely,  the  aforefaid  Wcdnefday  In  May,  and  at  the  town  of 
Newport  or  elfewhere,  if  urgent  occafion  do  require,  the  governor, 
deputy-governor,  and  affiftants  of  the  faid  eompnny,  and  other  oificeva 
ef  the  faid  company,  or  fuch  of  them  ai  the  General  Aifeinbly  ihal} 
|hink  fit,  fhall  be  in  the  faid  General  Court  or  Aflembly,  to  be  held 
from  that  day  or  time,  newly  ebofen  for  the  year  enfuing,  by  the 
greater  part  of  the  faid  company  for  the  time  being,  as  Aiall  be  then  and 
fhere  prefent.  And  if  it  Hiall  happen  that  the  prcfent  governor, 
^eputy-governor,  and  alTiilantg,  by  thefe  prefentf  appointed,  or  any 
fuch  as  fliall  hereafter  be  newly  ehofen  into  their  rooms,  or  any  of 
them,  or  any  other  the  ofT.cers  of  the  faid  cumpany,  fhall  die,  or  be 
^moved  from  his  or  their  feveral  ofl^ce»  or  places  before  the  fai4 
general  day  of  eled^ion  (whom  we  ^lo  hereby  declare  for  any  inifde- 
meanor  or  default  to  be  removcablc  by  the  governor,  aiTiftants,  nnd 
company,  or  fuch  greater  part  of  them,  in  any  of  the  faid  public 
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•ourts  to  be  aiTembled  as  aforefaid)  that  then,  and  in  every  fucn 
cafe,  it  (halt  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  faid  governor,  deputy- 
governor,  aififtants,  and  company  aforefaid,  or  fuch  greater  part  of 
^hem  fo  to  be  aflembled,  as  is  aforefaid,  in  any  of  their  aflemblies, 
tn  proceed  to  a  new  ele^flion  of  one  or  more  of  their  company,  in 
the  room  or  place,  rooms  or  places,  of  fuch  officer  or  officers  Tq 
dying  or  removed,  according  to  their  directions.    And  immediate!/ 
upon  and  after  fuch  election  or  eleftions  made  of  fuch  governor,  de- 
puty-governor,  affiftant  or  affiftants,   or  any  other  officer  of  the 
faid  company,  in  manner  and  form  aforefaid,  the  authority,  officct 
and   power   before  given  to  the  former  governor,  deputy-gover- 
'  nor,   and  other   officer  and   officers  fo  removed,   in  whofe  ftead 
and  place  new  fliall  be  chofen,  (hall,  as  to  him  and  them,  and  every 
of  them  refpedtively,  ceafe  and  determine :  Provided  always,  and 
our  will  and  pleafure  isi,  That  as  well  fuch  as  are  by  thefe  prefenta 
appointed  to  be  the  prefent  governor,  deputy-govern 't,  and  a(fi(buitt  . 
of  the  faid  company,  as  thofe  which  (liall  fucceed  them,  and  all  other 
officers  to  be  appointed  and  chofen  as  aforefaid,  (hall,  before  the  un- 
dertaking the  execution  of  the  faid  offices  and  places  refpeftively, 
'  give  iheir  folemn  engagement,  by  oath  or  othcrwife,  for  the  due  and 
faithful  performance  of  their  duties  in  their  feveral  offices  and  places, 
before  fuch  perfon  or  perlons  as  are  by  thefe  piefents  hereafter  ap- 
pointed to  take  and  receive  the  fame  ;  that  is  to  fay,  the  faid  Bcnc- 
di(^  Arnold,  who  is  herein  before  nominated  and  appointed  the  pre- 
fent governor  of  the  faid  company,  (hall  give  the  aforefaid  engage- 
ment before  William  Brenton,  or  any  two  of  the  fajd  affiftants  of 
the  faid  Company,  unto  whom  we  do,  by  thefe  prefents,  give  full 
power  and  authority  to  require  and  receive  the  fame;  and  the  faid 
William  Brenton,  who  is  hereby  before- nominated  and  appointed 
the  prefent  deputy-governor  of  the  faid  company,   (liall  give  the 
aforefaid  engagement  before  the  faid  Benedift  Arnold,  or  any  two 
of  the  affiftants  of  the  faid  company,  unto  whom  we  do,  by  thefe 
prefents,  give  full  power  and  authority  to  require  and  receive  th« 
fame;  and  the  faid  William  Boulfton,  John  Porter,  Roger  Williams, 
Thomas  Olney,  John  Smith,  John  Green,  John  Cogefliall,  James 
Barker,  William  Field,  and  Jofeph  Clarke,  who  are  herein  before 
'  tiomintted  and  appointed  the  prefent  affiftants  of  the  company,  (hall 
give  the  faid  engagement  to  their  offices  and  places  refpcAively  be- 
longing, before  the  faid  Benedict  Arnold  and  William  Brenfon,  or 
one  of  them,  to  whom  refpeiflively  we  do  hereby  give  full  powef 
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and  authority  to  require,  adminifter,  or  receive  the  fame.  And  farther* 
«nir  will  and  pleafure  is,  that  all  and  every  other  future  governor,  or 
deputy-governor,  to  be  elected  and  chofen  by  virtue  of  thefe  prefents, 
fliall  give  the  fald  engagement  before  mo  or  more  of  the  faid  alfift* 
ants  of  the  faid  company  for  the  time  being,  unto  whom  we  do,  by 
thefe  prefe-ti,  give  full  power  and  authority  to  require,  adminifter, 
or  receive  the  fame ;  and  the  faid  affiftanta,  and  every  of  them,  and 
all  and  every  other  o£Bcer  or  officers,  to  be  hereafter  eleftedand 
chofen  by  virtue  of  thefe  prefcuts,  from  time  to  time,  (hall  give  thtf  ~ 
like  engagements  to  their  offices  and  places  refpe£ttvely  belonging, 
1>efore  the  governor  or  deputy -governor  for  the  time  being ;  unto 
which  faid  governor  or  deputy-governor  we  do,  by  thefe  prefents, 
give  fiill  power  and  authority  to  require,  adminifter,  or  receive  tha 
fame  accordingly.     And  we  do  likewife  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  fuc- 
ceflbrs,  give  and  grant  unto  the  faid  governor  and  company,  and 
their  fucceflbrs,  by  thtfe  piefcnts,  that  for  the  more  peaceable  and 
orderly  government  of  the  faid  plantations^  it  Aiall  and  may  be  law- 
ful for  the  governor,  deputy-governor,  afliftants,  and  all  other  of- 
ficers and  minifters  of  the  faid  company,  in  the  adminiftration  of 
juftice  and  exercifc  of  government  in  the  faid  plantations,  to  ufe^ 
exercife,  and  put  in  execution,  fuch  methods,  rules,  orders,  and  di« 
rcftions,  not  being  contrary  and  repugnant  to  the  laws  and  ftatutes 
of  this  our  realm,  as  have  been  heretofore  given,  ufed,  and  accuf* 
tomed  in  fuch  cafes  refpe<^ively,  to  be  put  in  practice,  until  at  the 
next  or  fome  other  general  affembly,  efpecial  provilion  fhali  be  made 
in  the  cafes  aforefaid.    And  we  do  farther,  for  us,  our  heirs  ahd 
fucceflbrs,  give  and  grant  unto  the  faid  governor  and  company,  and 
their  fucceflbrs,  by  thefe  prefents,  that  it  Ihall  and  may  be  lawful  to 
and  for  the  faid  governor,  or,  in  his  abfence,  the  deputy-governo^ 
and  major  part  of  the  faid  afliftants  for  the  time  being,  at  any  time- 
when  the  faid  general  Afl^embly  is  not  fitting,  to  nominate,  appoint^ 
and  conllitute  fuch  and  fo  many  commanders,  governors,  and  mili« 
tary  oflicers,  as  to  them  fliall  feem  requifitc,  for  the  leading,  con- 
dueling,  and  training  up  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  plantations  in 
iiiartial  affairs,  and  for  the  defence  and  fafeguard  of  the  faid  planta- 
tions ;  and  that  it  Ihall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  all  and  every 
fudi  commander,  governor,  and  military  officer,  that  fliall  be  fo  as 
aforefaid,  or  by  thi  governor,  or  in  his  abfence  the  deputy-governor 
and  fix  of  the  aftiftants,  and  major  part  of  the  freemen  of  the  faid 
company  prefent  at  any  general  airemblles,  nominated,  appointed, 
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and  conftituted,  according  to  the  tenor  of  his  and  their  refpeftivc 
commilfions  and  direftidns,  to  aflTemble,  c  '.Tcife  in  arois,  marfhal, 
array,  and  put  in  warlike  pofture,  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  colon/i 
for  their  efpecial  defence  and  fafety ;  and  to  lead  and  conduct  thif 
faid  inhabitants,  and  to  encounter,  repulfe,  and  refill  by  force  of 
arms,  as  well  by  fea  as  by  land,  to  kill,  flay,  and  deflroy,  by  all 
fitting  ways,  enterprifes,  and  means  whatfoever,  all  and  every  fuch 
perfoii  or  perfons  as  fliall  at  any  time  hereafter  attempt  or  enterr 
prife  the  dcftruftion,  invafion,  detriment,  or  annoyance  of  the  faiU 
inhabitants  or  plantations ;  and  to  ufe  and  exercife  the  law  martial  in 
fuch  cafes  only  as  occalion  fliall  neceiTarily  require ;  and  to  take  and 
furprife,  by  all  ways  and  means  whatfoever,  all  and  every  fuch  per- 
fon  and  perfons,  with  their  fliip  or  fliips,  armour,  ammimition,  or 
other  goods  of  fuch  perfons  as  fliall  in  hoftile  manner  invade  or  at- 
tempt the  defeating  cf  the  faid  plantation,  or  the  hurt  of  the  faid 
company  and  inhabitants  ;  and  upon  juft  caufes  to  invade  and  de- 
ftroy  the  natives,  Indians,  or  other  enemies  of  the  faid  colony.  Na- 
verthelefs,  our  will  and  pleafure  is,  and  we  do  hereby  declare  to  the 
reft  of  our  colonies  in  New-England,  that  it  fliall  not  be  lawful  for 
this  our  faid  colony  of  Rhode-IUand  and  Providence  Plantations,  in 
New-England,  in  America,  to  invade  the  natives  inhabiting  within  the 
bounds  and  limits  of  their  faid  colonies,  without  the  knowledge  and 
confent  of  the  faid  other  colonies.  And  it  is  hereby  declared,  that  it 
fliall  not  be  lawful  to  or  for  the  red  of  the  colonies  to  invade  or 
moleft  the  native  Indians,  or  any  other  inhabitants,  inhabiting  withia 
the  bounds  or  limits  hereafter  mentioned  (they  having  fubje£te4 
themfelves  unto  us,  and  being  by  us  taken  into  our  fpecial  proteftion) ' 
without  the  knowledge  and  coi^fent  of  the  goycrnor  and  company 
of  our  colony  of  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  Plantation.  A!fo 
our  will  and  pleafure  is,  and  we  do  hereby  declare  unto  all  Chriftiaiv 
Kings,  Princes,  and  States,  that  if  any  perfon,  which  fliall  hereafter 
be  of  the  faid  company  or  plantation,  or  any  other  by  appointment 
<^f  the  faid  governor  and  company  for  the  time  being,  fliall  at  any 
time  or  times  hereatter  rob  or  fpoil,  by  fea,  or  land,  or  do  a()y  hurt, 
or  unlawful  hoftility,  to  any  of  the  fubjefts  of  us,  our  heirs  and 
fvjcceflbrs,  or  to  arfjr  of  the  fubjedts  of  any  Prince  or  State  being 
tiien  in  league  with  us,  our  heir$  and  fucceflbrs ;  upon  complaint  of 
fuch  injury  done  to  any  fuch  Prince  or  Slate,  or  their  fubje£ls, 
we,  our  heirs  and  lucceflbrs,  will  make  open  proclamation,  within 
any  parts  of  out  realms  of  England  ^t  fQr  that  purpofe,  that  the 
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perfon  or  perfons  committing  any  fuch  robbery  or  fpoil  (hall,  within 
the  time  limited  l)y  fuch  proclamation,  make  full  reftitution  or  fatis- 
fadion  of  all  fuch  injuries  done  or  committed,  fo  as  the  faid  prince, 
or  others  fo  complaining,  may  be  fully  fatisfied  and  contented ;  and 
if  the  faid  perfon  or  perfons  who  (hall  commit  any  fuch  robbery  or 
fpoil,  fhall  not  make  fatisfaftion  accordingly,  within  fuch  time  fo  to 
be  limited,  that  then  we,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  will  put  fuch  per- 
fon or  perfons  out  of  our  allegiance  and  protection  ;  and  that  then  it 
Ihall  ind  may  be  lawful  and  free  for  all  princes,  or  others,  to  pro- 
fecute  with  hoftility  fuch  offenders,  aqd  every  of  them^  their  and 
every  of  their  procurers,  aiders,  abettors,  and  counfellois,  in  that 
behalf.    Provided  alfo,  and  our  exprefs  will  and  pleafure  is,  and  we 
cJo  by  thefe  prefents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  ordain  and 
appoint,  that  thefe  prefents  Ihall  not  in  any  manner  hinder  any  of 
dur  loving  fubjefts  whatfoever  from  ufing  and  exercifing  the  trade 
of  fifhing  upon  the  coaft  of  New-England,   in  America,  but  that 
they,  and  every  or  any  of  them,  Ihall  have  full  and  free  power  and 
liberty  to  continue  and  ufe  the  trade  of  fifliing  upon  the  faid  coafl', 
in  any  of  the  feas  thereunto  adjoining,  or  any  arms  of  the  fea,  or 
fait  water,  rivers  and  creeks,  where  they  have  been  accuftomed  to 
fifh,  and  to  build  and  fet  upon  the  wafte  land  belonging  to  the  faid 
colony  and  plantations  fuch  wharfs,  flages,  and  workhoufes,  as  fliall 
be  neceflary  for  the  falting,  drying,  and  keeping  of  theii*  fifli  to  be 
taken  or  gotten  upon  that  coaft.    And  farther,  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  inhabitants  of  our  faid  colony  of  Providence  Plantation 
to  fet  upon  the  bufinefs  of  taking  whales,  it  fliall  be  lawful  for  them, 
or  any  of  them,  having  ftruck  a  whale,  dubertu?,  or  other  great 
fifli,  1t  or  them  to  purfue  unto  that  coaft,  and  into  any  bay,  river, 
cove,  creek  or  Ihore,   belonging  thereto,   and  it  or  them,   upon 
the  faid  cqaft,   or  in  the  faid  bay,    river,   cove,  creek,   or  fhore 
belonging  thereto,  to  kill  and  order  for  the  beft  advantage,  with- 
out  moleflation,    they    making   no   wilful  wafte  or   fpoil ;    any 
thing  in  thefe  prefents  contained,  or  any  other  matter  or  thing 
to  the  contrary  notwithftanding.     And  farther  alfo,   we  are  gra- 
cioufly  pleafcd,  and  do  hereby  declare,  that  if  any  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  our  faid  colony  do  fet  upon  the  planting  of  vineyards, 
(the  foil  and  climate  both  feeming  naturally  to  concur  to  the  pro- 
duction of  wines)    or  be  induftrious  in  the  difcovery  of  fifliing- 
banks,  in  or  about  the  faid  colony,  we  will,  from  time  to  time,  give 
and  allow  all  due  and  fitting  encouragement  therein,  as  to  others  in 
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cafes  of  like  nature.  And  ferther,  of  our  more  ample  grace,  cer- 
tain knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  we  have  given  and  granted,  and 
by  thefe  prefents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  do  give  and 
grant,  unto  the  faid  governor  and  company  of  the  Englifli  colony 
of  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  Plantation,  in  the  Narraganfet  bay, 
in  New-England,  in  America,  and  to  every  inhabitant  there,  and  to 
every  perfon  and  perfons  trading  thither,  and  to  every  fuch  perfon 
or  perfons  as  are  or  fliall  be  free  of  the  faid  colony,  full  power 
and  authority,  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times  hereafter,  to  take, 
fliip,  tranfport,  and  crtrry  away,  out  of  any  of  our  realms  and  do- 
minions, for  and  towards  the  plantation  and  defence  of  the  faid  co- 
lony, fuch  and  fo  many  of  our  loving  fubjefts  and  ftrangers,  as  fhall 
or  will  willingly  accompany  them  in  and  to  their  faid  colony  and 
plantation,  except  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  are  or  fhall  be  therein 
reftrained  by  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  or  any  law  or  ftatute  of 
this  realm  ;  and  alfo  to  fliip  and  tranfport  all  and  all  manner  of  goods, 
chattels,  merchandize,  and  other  things  whatfoever,  that  are  or  (hall 
be  ufeful  or  neceflary  for  the  faid  plantations,  and  defence  thereof, 
and  ufually  tranfported,  and  not  prohibited  by  any  law  or  ftatute  of 
this  our  realm  ;  yielding  and  paying  unto  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs, 
fuch  the  duties,  cuftoms  and  fubfidies,  as  are  or  ought  to  be  paid 
or  payable  for  the  fame.  And  farther,  our  will  and  pleafure  is, 
and  we  do,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  ordain,  declare  and 
grant,  unto  the  faid  governor  and  company,  and  their  fucceflbrs, 
that  all  and  every  the  fubjefts  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs, 
which  are  already  planted  and  fettled  within  our  faid  colony  of  Pro- 
vidence Plantation,  or  which  fliall  hereafter  go  to  inhabit  within  the 
faid  colony,  and  all  and  every  of  their  children  which  have  beea 
born  there,  or  which  fliall  happen  hereafter  to  be  born  there,  or  oa 
the  fea  going  thither  or  returning  from  thence,  fliall  have  and  enjoy 
all  liberties  and  imnriunities  of  free  and  natural  fubjefts,  within  any 
the  dominions  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  to  all  intents,  con- 
ftruflions,  and  purpofes  whatfoever,  as  if  they  and  every  of  them 
were  born  within  the  realm  of  England.  And  farther  know  ye,  that 
we,  of  our  more  abundant  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  mere  mo- 
tion, have  given,  granted  and  confirmed,  and  by  thefe  prefents,  for  us, 
our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  do  give,  grant  and  confirm  unto  the  faid 
governo."  and  company,  and  their  fucceflbrs,  all  that  part  of  our  do- 
minions in  New-England,  in  America,  containing  the  Nahanticli 
and  Nanhyganfett,  alias  Narraganfet  bay,  and  countnw>  and  parts 
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adjacent,  bounded  on  the  weft,  or  wefterly,  to  the  middle  or  ch«M* 
nel  of  a  river  there,  commonly  called  and  known  by  the  name  of 
Fawcatuck,    alias  Fawcawtuck  river,  and  fo  along  the  faid  river, 
as  the  greater  Or  middle  ftream  thereof  reacheth  or  lies  up  into 
the   north   country,    northward  unto  the  head  thereof,  and  from 
thence  by  a  ilrait  line  drawn  due  north,  until  it  meet  with  the 
fouth    line    of  the  MaiTachufetts  colony,   and    on   the  north  or 
northeily,  by  the  aforefaid  fouth  or  foutherly  line  of  the  Miffa- 
chufetts  -colony  or  plantation,   and    extending  towards  the  eaft 
or  eaftwardly  three  Englifli  miles,  to  the  eafl  and  north-eafl  of  the 
moft  eaflern  and  north-eaftern  parts  of  the  aforefaid  Narraganfet 
bay,  as  *the  faid  bay  lieth  or  extendeth  itfelf  from  the  ocean  on  the 
fouth  or  fouthwardly,  unto  the  mouth  of  the  river  which  runneth 
towards  the  town  of  Providence,  and  from  thence  along  the  eaft- 
wardly iide  or  bank  of  the  faid  river,  (higher  called  by  the  name  of 
Seacunck  river)  up  to  the  falls  called  Patucket  Falls,  being  the  moft 
weftwardly  line  of  Plymouth  colony ;  and  fo  from  the  faid  falls,  in 
a  ftrait  line  due  north,  until  it  meet  with  the  aforefaid  line  of  the 
jVlalTachufetts  colony,  and  bounded  on  the  fouth  by  the  ocean,  and 
in  particular  the  lands  belonging  to  the  towns  of  Providence,  Fatuxit, 
Warwicke,  Mifquammacock,  alias  Pawcatuck,  and  the  reft  upon 
the  main  land,  in  the  tradl  aforefaid,  together  with  Rhode-Ifland^ 
Blocke-Ifland,  and  all  the  reft  of  the  iflands  and  banks  in  the  Nar- 
raganfet bay,  and  bordering  xipon  the  coaft  of  the  tra6t  aforefaid, 
(Fiflier'd  ifland  only  excepted)  together  with  aU-  firm  lands,  foils, 
grounds^  haVens,  ports,  rivers,  waters,  fifhings,  mines  royal,  and  all 
other  mines,   minerals,   precious  ftones,   quarries,   woods,   wood- 
grounds,  rocks,  flates,  and  all  and  lingular  other  commodities,  jurif* 
tli£lioiiS,  loyalties,  privileges,  franchifeg,  pre-eminencies^  and  here- 
ditaments whatfoever,   within  the  faid  tra£t,   bounds,  lands,  and 
iflands  aforefaid,  to  them  or  any  of  them  belonging,  or  in  any  wife 
appertaining.    To  have  and  to  hold  the  fame  unto  the  faid  gover- 
nor and  company,   and  their  fucceflbrs  for  ever,   upon  trufi,  for 
the  ufe  and  benefit  of  themfelvcs  and  their  aflbciates,  freemen  of  the 
iaid  colony,  their  heirs  and  affigns.    To  be  holdcn  of  us.  Our  heirs 
and  fuccefTors,  as  of  the  manner  of  Eaft-Greenwich,  in  our  county 
of  Kent,  in  free  and  common  foccage,  and  not  t'/t  capitc^  nor  by 
knights  fervice.     Yielding  and  paying  therefor  to  us,  our  heirs  and 
fuccefTors,  only  the  fifth  part  of  all  the  ore  of  gold  and  filver,  which 
irom  time  to  time,  and  at  cW  times  hereafter,  fliall  be  there  goUcn,  had 
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%r  obtained,  in  lieu  and  fatisfadtion  of  all  fervices,  duties,  fines,  for  ■ 
feiturcs,  made  or  to  be  made,  claims  or  demands  whatfoever,  to  b« 
to  us,  our  heirs  or  fuccellbrs,  therefor  or  thereabout  rendered,  made 
or  paid  ;  any  yrant  or  claufe,  in  a  late  grant  to  the  governor  and 
iompany  of  Coiinc«^icut  colony  in  America,  to  the  contrary  tliereof 
in  any  wife  notwithftanding ;  the  aforefaid  Pawcatuck  river  having 
been  yielded  after  much  debate,  for  the  fixed  and  certain  bounds 
between  thefe  our  faid  colonies,  by  the  agents  thereof ;  who  have 
kilo  ngiced,  that  the  faid  Pawcatuck  river  fljall  alfo  be  called  alias  " ' 
Narrogancett  or  Narroganfett  river,  and  to  prevent  future  difputes 
that  otherwife  might  arife  thereby,  for  ever  hereafter  fliall  be  con- 
ftrued,  deemed,  and  taken  to  be  the  Narrogancett  river,  in  our  late 
grant  to  Connefticut  colony,  mentioned  as  the  eafterly  bounds  of  that 
colony.  And  farther,  our  will  and  pleafure  is,  that  in  all  matters  of 
public  controverfies,  which  may  fell  out  between  our  colony  of  Con- 
iiedlicut  and  Providence  Plantation,  to  make  their  appeal  therein  to  us, 
our  heirs  and  fucce^Turs,  for  redrefs  in  fuch  cafes,  within  this  our  realm 
of  England :  and  that  it  (hall  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  inhabitants  of  ' 
the  faid  colony  of  Providence  plantation,  without  lett  or  moleftation  -^ 
to  pafs  and  repafs  with  freedom  into  and  through  the  reft  of  the 
Englifli  colonies  upon  their  lawful  and  civil  occafions,  and  to  con- 
Verfe,  and  hold  commerce,  and  trade  with  fuch  of  the  inhabitants  of 
eur  other  Englifli  colonies  as  fliall  be  willing  to  admit  them  there- 
unto, they  behaving  themfelves  peaceably  among  them;  any  adi, 
claufe,  or  fentence,  in  any  of  the  faid  colonies  provided,  or  that  fhall 
be  provided,  to  the  contrary  in  any  wife  notwithftanding.  And- 
laftly,  we  do  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccelfors,  ordain  and  grant  unto 
the  faid  governor  and  company,  and  their  fuccelfors,  by  thefe  prc- 
fents,  that  thefe  our  letters  patents  fhall  be  firm,  good,  efFe6lual» 
and  available,  in  all  things  in  the  law,  to  all  intents,  conftruflioos  ~ 
and  pui'pofes  whatfoever,  according  to  our  true  intent  and  meaning 
herein  before  declared ;  and  fliall  be  conftrued,  reputed  and  adjudged 
in  all  cafes,  moft  favourably  on  the  behalf,  and  for  the  beft  benefit 
and  behoof  of  the  faid  governor  and  company,  and  their  fucceflbrs,* 
although  exprefs  mention,  &c.    In  witnefs,  &c.  witnefs,  &c. 

Per  ipfum  Regttrt* 
Since  the  foregoing  fheets  went  to  prefs,  Mr*  Cooper's  valuabTe 
vrork,  entitled  "  Some  Information  rcfpeSltng  America^^*  has  been  pub* 
iiilied-— with  his  obfer^'atlons  we  iliall  conclude  our  account  of  this 
State*. 

'•Rhode* 
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**  Rtiodclfland,  iti  point  of  climate  and  produflions,  as  well  ai 
in  appearance,  is  perhaps  the  moft  fimilar  to  Great-Britain  of  any- 
State  in  the  Union.  The  winters  are  fomevvhat  longer  and  more  fe- 
Vere,  the  fummers,  perhaps,  a  little  warmer :  but  it  participate*  i 
with  Great-Britain  /«  /owe  meafure  in  the  defcil^s  of  climate,  beino* 
from  its  fituation  fubjeft  to  a  moifter  atmofphere  *  than  many  of 
the  other  States.  The  foil  of  Rhode-Illand  alfo  (though  not  in  gene- 
ral of  a  good  quality)  is  too  much  improved,  and  the  land  too  much 
divided  to  admit  of  any  large  contiguous  purchafes  as  a  fpeculatioPi 
though  fingle  farms  at  a  rate  comparatively  moderate  might  be  proi 
cured  here :  this,  however,  is  owing  to  a  decay  of  trade  in  this  part 
of  America,  and  to  the  inhabitants  themfelves  quitting  their  fitua-' 
tions  for  the  profpedt  of  a  more  advantageous  trade.  It  is  rather 
adapted  for  a  grazing  than  a  corn  country  ;  icantily  timbered,  com-  i 
paratively  plentiful  in  milk  and  butter,  and  cheefe;  but  not  abound- 
ing in  what  the  Americans  term  good  or  rich  land.  The  diviiion  of 
|>roperty,  however,  and  its  prefent  tendency  rather  to  dccreafe  thatt 
increafe  in  value,  renders  it  ineligible  for  moft  Britifh  fettlers." 

*  This  obfervation  is  applicable  to  the  vicinity  of  New-York  alfo,  where  tliey 
find  that  wood  intended  for  ufe  in  the  foOthern  climates  cannot  be  fufficiently  fcafoncd. 
tn  Pennfyivania  it  may.  Indeed  this  remark  will  evidently  apply  to  the  whole  norilism 
jEocoaft  of  Ameika. 
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SITUATION,  EXTENT,  AND  BOUNDARIES, 


HIS  State  is  fi mated  between  41°  and  420  a'  north  latitude,  and 
I**  50'  and  3*>  ao'  eaft  longitude  from  Philadelphia.  Its  length 
is  about  eighty-two  miles,  and  its  breadth  fifry-feven.  It  is  bounded 
on  the  north  by  Maflachufetts,  on  the  eaft  by  Rhode-Ifland,  on  thci 
fouth  by  the  Sound,  which  divides  it  from  Long-Ifland,  and  00  thQ 
weft  by  the  State  of  New-York. 

The  dividonal  line  between  Connecticut  and  MafTachiifetts,  as 
fetded  in  17 13,  was  found  to  be  about  feventy-two  miles  in  length. 
The  line  dividing  Connedicut  from  Rhode-Ifland  was  fettled  in 
2728,  and  found  to  be  about  forty-five  miles.  The  feacoaft,  from 
the  mouth  of  Faukatuk  river,  which  forms  a  part  of  the  eaftem 
boundary  of  Connecticut,  in  a  diredt  fouth-wefterly  line  to  the  mouth 
of  Byram  river,  is  reckoned  at  about  ninety  miles.  The  line  be- 
tween Connecticut  and  New- York  runs  from  latitude  41°  ta 
Jatitude  4*"  2',  feventy-two  miles.  Thus  Connecticut  contains  about 
four  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  feventy-four  fquare  miles,  equal  t« 
about  two  millions  fix  hundred  and  forty  thoufand  acres. 

AIR  AND  CUMATE.      .  . 

Connecticut,  though  fubjeCt  to  the  extremes  of  heat  and  cold  iii 
their  feafons,  and  to  frequent  fudden  changes,  is  very  healthful* 
The  north-weft .  winds,  in  the  winter  feafon,  are  often  extremely  fe» 
vere  and  piercing,  occafioned  by  the  great  body  of  fuow  which  lic^ 
concealed  from  the  diflblving  influence  of  the  fun,  in  the  immenfe 
forefts  north  and  north-weft.  The  clear  and  ferene  temperature  of 
the  fty,  however,  makes  amends  for  the  feverity  of  the  weather,  and 
is  favourable  to  health  and  longevity.  In  the  maritime  towns  the 
weather  is  variable,  according  as  the  wind  blows  from  the  fea  or 
.•A_  ■■•'♦■.  *•  , ', 4./,  ii--^- =•   -  •' --  ■<  land; 
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land;  but  in  the  interior  of  the  country,  the  Tea  breezes  having  lefi 
cSc£t  upon  the  air,  confcquently  the  weather  is  lefs  variable. 

FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY,  SEA  COAST,  &c. 

Connc(!^iciit  is  generally  broken  land,  made  up  of  mountains, 
hills,  and  vallies.  It  is  laid  out  in  fmall  farms,  from  fifty  to  three 
or  four  hundred  acres  each,  which  are  held  by  the  farmers  in  fee 
fimple,  and  are  grnera!!/  cultivated  as  well  as  the  nature  of  the  foil 
will  admit.  The  State  is  chequered  with  innumerable  roads  or  high- 
ways, ablfing  each  other  in  every  direcftiuii.  A  traveller,  in  any  of 
thefe  roads,  even  in  the  moft  unfettled  parts  of  the  State,  will  fel- 
dom  pals  more  than  two  or  three  miles  without  finding  a  houfe  ur 
cottage,  and  a  farm  under  fuch  improvements  as  to  aflford  the  necef- 
faries  for  the  fiipport  of  a  family.  The  whole  State  refembles  a  well- 
cultivated  garden,  which,  with  that  degree  of  induftry  that  is  ne- 
ceflary  to  happinefs,  produces  the  necellaries  and  conveniencies  of 
Fife  in  great  plenty  ;  it  is  exceedingly  well  watered  by  numerous 
rivers,  but  the  principal  is  that  which  gives  its  name  to  this  State  j 
this  we  have  already  defer jbed.*  ;^• 

The  Houfatonick  f  pafles  through  a  number  of  pleafant  towns  in 
this  State,  and  empties  into  the  found  between  Stratford  and  Milford: 
it  is  navigable  twelve  miles  to  Derby.  A  bar  of  fliells, 
obflni£is  its  navigation  for  large  veiTels.  In  this 
Saliibury  and  Canaan,  is  a  catara£);,  where  the  water  of  the  whole 
river,  which  is  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  wide,  falls  about  fixty 
feet  perpendicular,  in  a  perfect  white  fheet,  exhibiting  a  fcene  ex- 
ceedingly grand  and  beautiful. 

Naugatuk  is  a  fmall  river  which  rifes  in  Torrington,  and  empties, 
into  the  Houfatonick  at  Derby. 

The  Thames  empties  into  Long-Ifland  found  at  New-London  :  it 
it  navigable  fourteen  miles  to  Norwich  Landing :  here  it  lofes  its 
name,  and  branches  into  Shetucket  on  the  ea(l,  and  Norwich  or 
Little  river  on  the  weft.  The  city  of  Norwich  ftands  on  the  tongue 
of  land  between  thefe  rivers.  Little  river,  about  a  mile  from  its 
mouth,  has  a  remarkable  and  very  romantic  cataraA.  A  rock,  ten 
or  twelve  feet  in  perpendicular  height,  extends  quite  acrofs  the  chan- 
nel of  the  river  :  over  this  the  whole  river  pitches,  in  one  entire 
iheet,  upon  a  bed  of  rocks  beloy/.    Hefe  the  river  is  compreiTed  into 

*  Page  IX.        f  An  Indian  name,  figaifyirg  Ovtr  fit  Mtuntain. 
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H  very  narrow  channel  between  two  craggy  clifFs,  one  of  which 
toweFs  to  a  confiderable  height :  the  channel  defcends  gradually, .  ia 
very  crooked,  and  covered  with  pointed  rocks.  Upon  thcfe  the 
water  fwiftly  tumbles,  foaming  with  the  mod  violent  agitation,  fif- 
teen or  twenty  rods,  into  a  broad  bafon  which  fpreads  before  it.  At 
the  bottom  of  the  perpendicular  falls,  the  rocks  are  curioufly  exca- 
vated by  the  conftant  pouring  of  the  water :  fome  of  the  cavities, 
which  are  all  of  a  circular  form,  are  five  or  fix  feet  deep.  Thefmooth- 
nefs  of  the  water  above  its  defcent— 'the  regularity  and  beauty  of  the 
perpendicular  fall — the  tremendous  roughnefs  of  the  other,  and  the 
craggy,  towering  cliff  which  impends  the  whole  prefents  to  the 
view  of  the  fpcdlator  a  fcene  indefcribably  delightful  and  majeftic. 
On  this  river  are  fome  of  the  fincft  mill  feats  in  New-England  ;  and 
thofe  immediately  below  the  falls,  occupied  by  Lathrop's  mills,  are, 
perhaps,  not  exceeded  by  any  in  the  world.  Acrofs  the  mouth  of 
this  river  is  a  broad,  commodious  bridge,  in  the  form  of  a  wharf^ 
built  at  a  great  expenfe.  r  .  •.•*.  i..  %  ^ 

Shetucket  river,  the  other  branch  of  the  Thames,  four  miles  front 
.  its  mouth,  receives  Q^iinnabogue,  which  has  its  fource  in  firimiield 
in  Maflachufetts ;  thence  palTing  through  Sturbridge  and  Dudley  in 
Alaflachufetts,  it  croffes  into  Connecticut,  and  divides  Pomfrec  from 
Killingly,  Canterbury  from  Plainfield,  and  Liibon  from  Preiton, 
and  then  mingles  with  the  Shetucket.  In  palling  through  this  hilly 
country,  it  tumbles  over  many  falls,  two  of  which,  one  in  Thomp- 
fon,  the  other  in  Brooklyn,  are  thirty  feet  each  ;  this  nver  affords  a 
vaft  number  of  fine  mill  feats.  In  its  courfe  it  receives  a  great  number 
of  tributary  ftreams,  the  principal  of  which  are  Muddy  Brook,  and  Five 
Mile  river.  Shetucket  river  is  formed  by  the  junction  of  Willaman- 
tick  and  Mount  Hope  rivers,  which  unite  between  Wyndham  and 
Lebanon.  In  Lifbon  it  receives  Little  river  ;  and  at  a  little  diftance 
farther  the  Quiniiabogue,  and  empties  as  above.  Thefe  rivers  are, 
indeed,  fed  by  numberlefs  brooks  from  every  part  of  the  adjacent 
country. — At  the  mouth  of  Shetucket  is  a  bridge  of  timber  one  nun- 
dred  and  twenty-four  feet  in  length,  fupported  at  each  end  by 
pillars,  and  held  up  in  the  middle  by  braces  on  the  top,  in  the  na- 
ture of  an  arch. 

Paukatuck  river  is  an  iaconfiderable  ftream  which  heads  in  Sto- 
nington,  and  empties  into  Stonington  harbour.  It  forms  part  of  the 
dividing  line  between  Connecticut  and  Rhodeylfland,        ;  ;.--        ,1  . 
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C«ft,  or  North*Haven  rtver»  rifes  in  Southtngton,  not  fcr  from  t 
bend  inFarmington  rivflr,  and  paffing  through  Wallingford  and 
North-Haven,  falls  into  New-Haven  harbour.— It  hat  been  in 
contemplation  to  connect  the  fource  of  this  river  with  FarroingtoM 
river. 

Eaft  and  Weft  rivers  are  inconTiderable  ftreamSi  bounding  the  city 
of  New-Haven  on  the  eaft  and  weft. 

Weft  of  the  Houfatonick  area  number  of  fmall  rivers,  which  fait 
into  the  found.  Among  thefe  is  Byram  river,  noticeable  only  as 
forming  a  part  of  the  boundary  between  New- York  and  Connecticut. 
But  neither  this,  nor  any  of  the  others,  are  considerable  enough  to 
merit  pniticular  attention. 

The  two  principal  harbours  in  this  State  are  at  New-London  and 
New-Haven.  The  former  opens  to  the  fouth.  From  the  light* 
houfe,  which  ftands  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  to  the  town,  i« 
about  three  miles ;  the  breadth  is  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  and  in 
fome  places  more.  The  harbour  has  from  five  to  fix  fathoms  water— 
i  clear  bottom — tough,  ooze,  and  as  far  as  one  mile  above  the  town 
Is  entirely  fecure,  and  commodious  for  large  fliips. 

New-Haven  harbour  is  greatly  inferior  to  that  of  New-London. 
It  is  a  bay  which  fets  up  northerly  from  the  found,  about  four  miles. 
Its  entrance  is  about  half  a  mile  wide.  It  has  very  good  anchorage, 
and  two  and  a  half  fathom  at  low  water,  and  three  fathom  and  four 
feet  at  common  tides. 

About  a  mile  from  the  town,  on  the  channel,  a  pier  is  ere6led,  at 
tvhich  vclTels  of  fuch  fize  as  cannot  come  tip  to  the  wharf,  lade  and 
unlade.  A  fum  of  money  has  lately  been  raifed  by  lottery  for  the 
purpofe  of  extending  the  long  wharf  to  this  pier,  and  the  work  ii 
partly  accompliflied  ;  when  completed,  this  wharf  will  be  the  longeft 
jn  the  United  States,  and  will  be  a  vaft  benefit  to  the  town. 

The  whole  of  the  fea  coaft  is  indented  with  harbours,  many  of 
which  are  fafe  and  commodious,  but  are  not  fufiiciently  ufed  to 
merit  a  defcription. 

.i^v;        /         SOIL,  PRODUCTIONS,  &c.   ,     i , . ;:  ,  r- 

Some  fmall  parts  of  the  foil  of  this  State  are  thin  and  barren,  but 
in  general  it  is  ftrong  and  fertile.  Its  principal  produftions  are  In- 
dian corn,  rye,  whear,  in  many  parts  of  the  State,  oats,  and  barley, 
which  are  heavy  and  good,  and  of  late,  buck  wheat— flax  in  large 
quantities— fome  hemp,  potatoes  of  feveral  kinds,  pumpkins,  tur- 
nips, 
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nlplf  peas,  beam,  Uc.  Uc,  FruiU  of  all  kindt,  which  are  cohudoq 
to  the  climate.  The  foil  ii  very  well  calculated  for  paAureand 
mowing,  which  enables  the  farmers  to  feed  large  numbers  of  nea( 
cattle  and  horfes.  AAual  calculation  has  evinced,  that  any  given 
quantity  of  the  he&  mowing  land  in  Conne^icut  produces  about 
twice  as  much  clear  profit,  as  the  fame  quantity  of  the  beft  wheat 
land  in  the  State  of  New- York.  Many  farmf  >  m  the  eaftern  part 
of  the  State,  have  lately  found  their  advantage  in  raifing  mules,  which 
are  carried  from  the  ports  of  Norwich  and  New -London  to  the  Weft- 
India  iflands,  and  yield  a  handfome  profit.  The  beef,  pork,  butteri 
and  cheefe  of  Cunne£ticut,  are  [equal  to  any  in  the  world. 

On  the  bank  of  Conne£ticut  river,  two  miles  from  Middleton,  if 
a  lead  mine,  which  was  wrought  during  the  war,  at  the  expenfe  of 
the  State,  and  was  productive,  but  it  is  fuppofed  to  be  too  expenfive  to 
work  in  time  of  peace.  Copper  mines  have  been  difcovered  and 
opened  in  feveral  parts  of  the  State,  but  have  proved  unprofitable, 
and  are  much  neglected.  Iron  ore  abounds  in  many  parts  of  the 
State.  Talks  of  various  kinds,  white,  brown,  and  chocolate  co- 
loured cryftals,  zink  or  fpelter,  a  femi-metal,  and  feveral  other  fof* 
fila  and  metals,  have  been  found  in  different  parts  of  this  State.  At 
Stafford  there  is  a  medicinal  fpring,  which  is  faid  to  be  a  fovereign  re- 
medy for  fcorbutic,  cutaneous,  and  other  diforders.  -        .  • 


I 


'    '  CIVIL  DIVISIONS. 

ConneAicut  is  divided  into  eight  counties,  viz.  Hartford,  New« 
Haven,  New-London,  Fairfield,  Wyndham,  Litchfield,  MiddlefeXy 
and  Tolland ;  thefe  are  divided  into  about  one  hundred  townihips* 
Each  townfliip  is  a  corporation,  invefted  with  power  to  hold  lands, 
choofe  their  own  town  officers,  to  make  prudential  laws,  the  penalty 
of  tranfgrefiion  not  to  exceed  twenty  {hillings,  and  to  choofe  their 
own  reprefentatives  to  the  General  AfTembly.  The  townfliipt 
are  generally  divided  into  two  or  more  parifhes,  in  each  of  which 
is  one  or  more  places  for  public  worfhip,  and  fchool  houfes  at  con- 
venient diftances.  ,,   - 


CHIEF  TOWNS  AND  CURIOSITIES. 

There  are  a  great  nun^ber  of  very  pleafant  towns,  both  maritime 
and  inland,  in  Connecticut.  It  contains  five  cities,  incorporated  with; 
cxtenfive  JurifdiCtio^  in  civil  caufes.    Two  of  thefc}  Hartford  and 

.Lift  New* 
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New-Haven,  are  capitals  of  the  Statei  The  General  AlTembly  is  holden 
at  the  former  in  May,  and  at  the  latter  in  O^kuberi  annually. 


-iit^ti,  iv»  «.3K<<Mir;i  5;^"M    >■/<?*> 
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Hartford  city  is  fituated  at  thti  head  of  the  navigation  on  the  weft 
Tide  of  Conne£licut  river,  about  flfty  miles  from  its  entrance  into  the 
found.  Its  buildings  are  a  ilate  houfe,  two  ehurehes  for  Congrega- 
tionaliils,  a  diftillery,  befidei  upwnrUi  of  three  hundred  dwelling 
houfes,  a  number  of  which  are  handfomcly  biiilt.with  brick. 

The  town  is  divided  by  a  fmall  river,  with  high  romantic  banks. 
Over  this  river  is  a  bridge,  conoe^ing  the  two  divifions  of  the  town. 
Hartford  is  advantageoufly  fituated  far  trade,  has  a  very  fine  back 
country,  enters  largely  into  the  manufHfttiritig  bufinefs,  and  is  a 
rich,  flourifhing,  commercial  town*  A  bank  has  lately  been  eflab* 
liflied  in  this  city. 
,-■  ''^hu-ic^at}  li;ivc'i<i  u-       NeW'HAVitft        ■  '»•'       •  -   ')>  l^ -xKi - 

This  city  lies  round  the  head  of  a  bay,  whleh  makes  up  about  four 
miles  north  from,  the  found.  It  covers  part  of  a  large  plain,  which 
IS  circumfcribed  on  three  fides  by  high  hills  er  mountains.  Two 
fmall  rivers  bound  the  city  eaft  and  weft.  The  town  was  originally 
laid  out  in  fquares  of  fixty  rods.  Many  of  the  fquares  have  been 
divided  by  crofs  ftreets.  Four  ftreets  run  iioffh-wcll:  and  fouth-eaft, 
thefe  are  crofled  by  others  at  right  angles.  Near  the  center  of  the 
city  is  the  public  fquare;  on  and  around  which  are  the  public 
buildings,  which  are,  i  ftate  houfe,  college,  and  chapel,  three 
churches  for  Congregational ifte,  and  one  for  Epifcopalians.  Thefe 
are  all  handfome  and  commodious  buildings.  The  college,  chapel, 
ftatc  houfe,  and  one-of  the  churches,  arc  of  brick.  The  public  fquare 
is  encircled  with  rows  of  trees,  wJ)ieh  rtnder  it  both  convenient  and  de- 
lightful. Its  beauty,  however,  is  greatly  diminiflicd  by  the  burial 
ground,  and  fcveral  of  the  public  blllUliugs,  which  occupy  a  confide- 
rablepartofit.'^^"'^'; '■'''''     'f'  *^-''      ^    ''i'   ^.   •    ;'^;.,;-:^ 

Many  of  the  ftreets  are  ornamented  with  two  rows  of  trees,  one  on 
each  fide,  which  gives  the  city  a  rural  appearance.  The  profpeft 
from  the  fteeples  is  greatly  variegated  and  extremely  beautiful. 
There  are  about  five  hundred  dwelling  hotifcs  in  the  city,  princi- 
pally of  wood,  and  well  built,  and  feme  of  them  elegant.  The 
ftreets  are  fnndy,  but  neat  and  t'leanly.'  Within  the  limits  of  the 
city  are  four  thoufand  inhabitants.  About  one  in  feventy  die  an- 
nually J  this  proves  the  heahhfulncfs  of  its  climate.    Indeed,  as  to 

pica- 
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pleafantnefs  of  fituation  and  falubrity  of  air,  New-Haven  is/not  ex- 
ceeded by  any  city  in  AnAerica.  It  carries  on  a  confiderable  trade 
with  New-York  and  the  Weft-India  iflands,  has  feveral  kinds  oi 
manufactures,  and  is  flourifhing. 


;i  -)f 
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NEW-LONDON.  .usM.Jti   j:i.V;>M  V« 

This  city  (lands  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  river  Thames,  near  its  en- 
trance into  the  found,  in  latitude  41**  »^'.  It  has  two  places  for 
public  worfliip,  one  for  £pifcopalians,  and  one  for  Congregation- 
alifts ;  about  three  hundred  dwdling  houfes,  and  four  thoufaod  fix 
hundred  inhabitants.  Its  harbour  is  the  beft  in  Connecticut.  It  is 
defended  by  Fort  Trumbull  and  Fort  Grifwold,  the  one  in  New- 
London,  the  othcv  in  Groton.  A  confiderable  part  of  the  town  wm 
burnt  by  Benedict  Arnold  in  1781.  This  part  has  fincebeenre* 
built.  ;  .i.fe),.,*]!;,;  ,q«tH  T|r.;.r  ,r^-:;v;.Ti!  m  a-?  *:  ";»  '^;ift  l  ,bii}i:'iti 
,,,^„-i\'df  inOit'''''roai  Ulf'    'mo&wich.       .7  I'ium^loM  o-sb'^ovtV^ 

Norwich  ftands  at  the  head  of  Thames  river,  fourteen  miles  north 
from  New-London.  It  is  a  commercial  city,  has  a  rich  and  extenfive 
back  country,  and  avails  itfelf  of  its  natural  advantages  at  the  head 
of  the  navigation.  Its  fituation  upon  a  river,  which  affords  a  great 
number  of  convenient  feats  for  mills  and  water-machines  of  all  kinda^ 
renders  it  very  eligible  in  a  manufacturing  view. 
■  The  inhabitants  ire  not  negleClful  of  the  advantages  which  nature 
has  fo  liberally  given  them.  They  manufacture  paper  of  all  kinds, 
ftockings,  clocks,  and  watches,  chaifes,  buttons,  ftone  and  earthea 
wave,  wire,  oil,  chocolate,  bells,  anchor:,  and  all  kinds  of  forge 
work  The  city  contains  about  four  hundred  and  fifty  dwelling* 
houfes,  a  court-houfe,  and  two  churches  for  Congregationalifts,  and 
one  for  Epifcopnlians,  and  about  three  thoufand  inhabitants.  The 
city  is,  in  three  detached,  compaCt  divifions ;  viz.  Chelfea,  at  the 
landing,  the  town,  and  Bean  Hill;  in  the  latter  divifion  is  an  aca* 
demy ;  and  in  the  town  is  a  fchool,  fupported  by  a  donation  from 
Dr.  Daniel  Lathrop,  deceafed.  The  courts  of  law  are  held  alter- 
nately at  New-London  and  Norwich. 

..     „   .,    .    .,     ,     ,      MIDDLETON.  -A   ,^':..6^    f'ati   tpu^: 

Middleton  is  pleafantly  fituated  on  the  wsftern  bank  of  Con- 
necticut river,  fifteen  miles  fouth  of  Hartford.  It  is  the  principid 
town  in  Middlefex  county— has  about  three  hundred  houfes-^  court- 

houii>»- 
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houfe— one  church  for  Congregationalifts— and   one  for  Epifco^ 
palians— a  naval  office— and  carries  on  a  large  and  increafmg  trade. 


.-,v - --  -.- 


WETRERSFIELO. 


Four  miles  fouth  of  Hartford  is  Wethersficld,  a  verjr  pleafant  town, 
of  between  two  and  tlu-ee  hundred  houfes,  fituated  on  a  fine  foil, 
with  an  elegant  brick  church  for  Congregationalifts.  A  fair  is  held 
here  twice  a  year.  This  tpwn  is  noted  for  raifing  onions. 
-  Wiudfor,  Farmington,  Litchfield,  Milford,  Stratford,  Fairfield, 
Guilford,  Stamford,  Wyndham,  Sufiield,  and  Enfield,  are  all  con- 
derable  and  very  pleaiant  towns. 

Two  miles  weft  of  New-Haven  is  a  mountain,  on  the  top  of 
urtiich  is  a  cave,  remarkable  for  having  been  the  refidence  of  Gene- 
nk  Wlialey  and  GofFe,  two  of  the  judges  of  Charles  I.  who  was  be* 
headed,  'ihey  arrived  at  Bofton,  July  1660,  and  came  to  New- 
Haven  the  following  year,  and  retired,  and  concealed  themfclves 
^hind  Weft  Mountain,  three  miles  from  New-Haven.  They  foon 
after  removed  to  Milford,  where  they  lived  concealed  until  October, 

1664,  when  they  returned  to  New-Haven,  and  immediately  pro« 
ceeded  to  Hadley,  where  they  remained  concealed  for  about  ten 
years,  in  which  time  Wbaley  died,  and  GoiTe  foon  after  fled.    In 

1665,  John  Dixwell,  Efq.  another  of  the  King's  judges,  vifited  them 
while  at  Hadley,  and  afterwards  proceeded  to  New-Haven,  where  he' 
lived  many  years,  and  was  known  by  the  name  of  John  Davis. 
Here  he  died,  and  was  buried  in  the  public  burying-place,  where 
liii  grave-rftone  is  f  ding  to  this  day,  with  this  infcription  :— 
**  J.  D.  Efq.  deceafed,  March  i8th,  in  the  eighty-fecond  year  of  his 
age,  1688." 

In  the  town  of  Fomfret  is  a  cave,  rendered  remarkable  by  the  hu< 
mourous  adventure  of  General  Putnam.— This  cave  is  defcribed, 
■9nd  the  ftory  elegantly  told  by  Colonel  Humphreys,  in  his  life  of 
that  hero.  The  ftory  and  the  defcription»I  fhall  infert  in  his  own 
words. 

**  Soon  after  Mr.  Putnam  removed  to  Conne6llciit,  the  wolves,  thtn 
very  numerous,  broke  into  his  flicep-fold,  and  killed  fcventy  fine 
iheep  and  goats,  befides  wounding  many  lambs  and  kids.  This 
havoc  was  committed  by  a  flie-wolf,  which,  with  her  annual 
iwhel}*?,  had  for  feveral  years  infefted  the  vicinity.  The  young 
were  comnopnly  deftroyed  by  the  vigilance  of  the  hunters,  but 
-the  cM  one  was  too  fngacioiis  to  come  within  reach  of  gun-Hiot : 
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upon  being  clofely  purfued,  the  would  generally  fly  to  tb« 
weftern  woods,  and  return  the  next  winter  with  another  litter 
of  wiielps. 

This  wolf  at  length  became  fuch  an  intolerable  nuifance,  that  Mr. 
Putnam  entered  into  a  combination  with  five  of  lus  neighbours  to  hunt 
alternately  until  they  could  deftroy  her.  Two,  by  rotation,  were  to  b« 
conftantly  in  purfuit.  It  was  known,  'that,  having  loft  the  toes 
from  one  foot,  by  a  fteel  trap,  flie  made  one  track  ihorter  than  the 
other.  By  this  veftige,  the  purfuers  recognized  in  a  light  fnOw  the 
route  of  this  pernicious  animal.  Having  followed  her  to  Contwc* 
ticut  river,  and  found  fhe  had  turned  back  in  a  direft  courfe  to- 
wards Pomfret,  they  immediately  returned,  and  by  ten  the  next  morn- 
ing the  blood-hounds  had  driven  her  into  a  den,  about  three  milet 
diftant  from  the  houfe  of  Mr. Putnam:  the  people  foon  colieded 
with  dogs,  guns,  ftraw,  fire  and  lulphur,  to  attack  the  common 
enemy.  With  this  apparatus  feveral  unfuccefsful  efforts  were  made 
to  force  her  from  the  den.  The  hounds  came  back  badly  wounded, 
and  refiifed  to  return.  The  fmokc  of  blazing  ftraw  had  no  effed  { 
nor  did  the  fumes  of  burnt  brimftone,  with  which  the  cavern  wai 
filled,  compel  her  to  quit  the  retirement.  Wearied  with  fuch  fniit- 
lefs  attempts  (which  had  brought  the  time  to  ten  o'clock  at  night) 
Mr.  Putnam  tried  once  more  to  make  his  dog  enter,  but  in  vain ;  he 
propofed  to  his  negro  man  to  go  down  into  the  cavern  and  fhoot  the 
wolf:  the  negro  declined  the  liazardous  fervice.  Then  it  was  that 
Mr.  Putnam,  angry  at  the  difappointment,  and  declaring  that  he  was 
ttlhamed  to  have  a  coward  in  his  family,  refolved  himfelf  to  deftroy 
the  ferocious  beaft,  lefl  flie  iliould  efcape  through  fome  unknown  fi(^ 
fure  of  the  rock.  His  neighbours  ftrongly  remonftrated  againft  the 
perilous  enterprize  ;  but  he  knowing  that  wild  animals  were  intimi- 
dated by  fire,  and  having  provided  feveral  ftrips  of  birch  bark,  the 
only  combuftible  material  which  he  could  obtain,  that  woxild  afford 
light  in  this  deep  and  darkfome  cave,  prepared  for  hiii  defcent. 
Having  accordingly  divefted  himfelf  of  his  coat  and  waiftcoat,  and 
having  a  long  rope  faften^d  round  his  legs,  by  which  he  might  be 
pulled  back  at  a  concerted  fignal,  he  entered  head  foremoft,  with  the 
blazing  torch  in  his  hand. 

The  aperture  of  the  den,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  a  very  high  ledge 
of  rocks,  is  about  two  feet  fquare ;  from  thence  it  defcends  obliquely 
fifteen  feet,  then  running  horizontally  about  ten  more,  it  afcends 
gradually  fixteen  feet  toward*  its  terminatiop.  The  fides  of  this  fub- 
?:i»  :  -  ;  ...  terranwuj 
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terraneous  cavity  are  compofed  of  fmooth  and  folid  rocks,  whicK 
feem  to  have  been  divided  from  each  other  by  fome  former  earth- 
quake. The  top  and  bottom  are  alfo  of  flone,  and  the  entrance,  in 
winter,  being  covered  with  ice,  is  exceedingly  flippery.  It  is  in  no 
place  high  enough  for  a  man  to  raife  himfelf  upright ;  nor  in  any  part 
more  than  three  feet  in  width* 

Having  groped  his  paiTage  to  the  horizontal  part  of  the  den,  the 
moft  terrifying  darknefs  appeared  in  front  of  the  dim  circle  of  light 
afforded  by  his  torch.  I,t  was  (ilent  as  the  houfe  of  death.  None 
but  monfters  of  thedefert  had  ever  before  explored  this  folitary  man- 
fion  of  horror.  He,  cautioufly  proceeding  onward,  came  to  the 
afcent,  which  he  (lowly  mounted  on  his  hands  and  knees  until  he  dif- 
covered  the  glaring  eye  balls  of  the  wolf,  who  was  fitting  at  ilie  ex- 
tremity of  the  cavern.  Startled  at  the  fight  of  fire,  fbe  gnaflied  her 
teeth,  and  gave  a  fullen  growl.  As  focn  as  he  had  made  the  necef- 
fary  difcovery,  he  kicked  the  rope  as  a  fignal  for  pulling  him  out. 
The  people,  at  the  mouth  of  the  den,  who  had  liftened  with  painful 
anxiety,  hearing  the  growling  of  the  wolf,  and  I'uppofing  their  friend 
to  be  in  the  moft  imminent  danger,  drew  him  forth  with  fuch  cele- 
rity, that  his  fliirt  was  ftripped  over  his  head,  and  his  Ikin  feverely 
lacerated.  After  he  had  adjufted  his  clothes,  and  loaded  his  gun 
with  nine  buck  fliot,  holding  a  torch  in  one  hand,  and  the  muiket 
in  the  other,  he  defcended  a  fecond  time.  When  he  drew  nearer 
than  before,  the  wolf,  afl!uming  a  ftill  more  fierce  and  terrible  ap- 
pearance, howling,  rolling  her  eyes,  fnapping  her  teeth,  and  drop- 
ping her  head  between  her  legs,  was  evidently  in  the  attitude,  and 
on  the  point  of  fpringing  at  him.  At  the  critical  inflant  he  le^^elled 
and  fired  at  her  head.  Stunned  with  the  fliock,  and  fufTocated  with 
the  fmoak,  he  immediately  found  himfelf  drawn  out  of  the  cave. 
But  having  refrefhed  himfelf,  and  permitted  the  fmoak  to  diiTipate, 
he  went  down  the  third  time.  Once  more  he  came  within  fight  of 
the  wolf,  who  appearing  very  palFive,  he  applied  the  torch  to  her 
nofe ;  and  perceiving  her  dead,  he  took  hold  of  her  ears,  and  then 
kicking  the  rope  (ftill  tied  round  his  legs)  the  people  above,  with  no 
fmall  exultation,  dragged  them  both  out  together." 

Another  bold  and  almoft  prefumptuous  deed  in  this  veteran  hero 
has  rendered  remarkable  a  precipice  at  Horfeneck,  in  this  State. 
The  ftory  is  this :  "  About  the  middle  of  the  winter,  1778,  Gene- 
ral Putnam  being  on  a  vifit  to  his  out-poft  at  Horibneck,  he  found 
Governor  Tryon  advancing  upon  that  town  with  a  corps  of  fifteen 
i.^^u,,  ,;  4,  hundred 
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Ikutidrcd  men— to  oppofe  thefe,  General  Putnam  had  only  a  picket  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  and  two  iron  field-pieces,  without  horfe 
or  drag-ropes ;  he,  however,  planted  his  cannon  on  the  hitjh  ground 
by  the  meeting-houfc,  and  retarded  their  approach  by  firing  feveial 
times,  until  perceiving  the  horfe,  fupported  by  the  infantrj',  about  to 
charge,  he  ordered  the  picket  ?o  provide  for  their  fafety  by  retiring 
to  a  Iwamp  inacceffible  to  horfe  ;  and  fecured  his  own  by  plunging 
(down  tlie  fteep  precipice  at  the  church  upon  a  full  trot.  This  pre- 
cipice is  {0  fteep,  where  he  defcended,  as  to  have  artificial  ^airs  com-  . 
pofed  of  nearly  one  hundred  ftone  fteps  for  the  accommodation  of 
foot  pafTengers.  There  the  dragoons,  who  were  but  a  fword's  length 
from  him,  ib])ped  fliort,  for  the  declivity  was  fo  abrupt  that  they 
ventured  not  to  f»Uow ;  and  before  they  could  gain  the  valley  by 
going  round  the  brow  of  the  hill  in  the  ordinary  i-oad,  he  was  far 
enough  beyond  their  reach." 

Tetoket  mountain  in  Branford,  latitude  41"  20',  on  the  north-weft 
part  of  it,  a  few  feet  below  the  furface  has  ice  in  large  quantities  in 
all  feafons  of  the  year. 

POPULATION. 

Conncfticut  is  d.s  moft  populous,  in  proportion  to  irs  c:<tcnt,  of 
any  of  the  United  States :  its  advances  in  this  reipeft  Uac  eve;*  icen 
rapid.  There  have  been  more  emigrations  from  it  th:in  noni  iS'y  of 
the  other  Stares,  and  yet  it  is  at  prefent  full  of  inh;'bitants.  This 
increafe  may  be  afcribed  to  feveral  caufes.  The  bulk  of  tlie  inhabi- 
tants are  induftriou^,  fagacious  hulbandmen.  Their  farms  furnidi 
them  with  all  the  neceffaries,  moft  of  the  convenicncies,  and  but  few 
of  the  luxuries  of  life.  They  of  courfe  muft  be  generally  temper.te, 
and  if  they  choofe,  can  fubfift  with  as  much  independence  as  is  con- 
fiftent  with  happinefs.  The  fubfiftence  of  the  farmer  is  lubftantial, 
and  does  not  depend  on  incidental  circumftances,  like  that  of  moft 
other  profeffions.  There  is  no  neceffity  of  ferving  an  apprenticefhip 
to  the  bufinefs,  nor  of  a  large  ftock  of  money  to  commence  it  to  ad- 
vantage. Farmers  who  deal  much  in  barter  have  lels  need  of  money 
than  any  other  clafs  of  people.  The  eafe  with  which  a  comf  >itab  e 
fubfiftence  is  obtained,  induces  the  huftiandman  to  marry  young; 
the  cultivation  of  his  farm  makes  him  fliong  and  healthful  j  he  toils 
cheerfully  through  the  day — eats  the  fruit  of  his  own  labour  with  a 
gladfome  heart — at  night  devoutly  thanks  his  bounteous  God  for  his 
«iaily  bleffings— retires  to  reft,  and  his  flcep  is  fvveet.  Such  circum- 
■V«L,  II.  ^  Mm  ftances 
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fiances  as  tbcfe  have  greatly  contributed  to  the  amazing  increafe  o^ 
inhabitants  in  this  State. 

In  1 7  56  the  number  of  inhabitants  were  one  hundred  and  thirty 
thoufand  (Ix  hundred  and  eleven — In  1774  there  were  one  hundred 
and  ninety-feven  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-fix  ;  being  an  in- 
creafe in  eighteen  years  of  fixty-feven  thoufand  two  hundred  and 
forty-five. 

The  following  table  exhibits  a  view  of  the  population  as  it  flood 

in  1782,        ■  *  ■■  '   ,   ,     .  I 
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Since  the  above  period  the  counties  of  Middlefex  and  Tolland  have 
been  conftituted,  and  a  number  of  new  townfhips,  made  up  of  divi* 
fions  of  the  old  ones,  have  impoliticly  *  been  incorporated.  t . 

In  1790  the  number  of  inhabitants^  according  to  the  cenfus  then 

taken,  was  as  follows :  '        *■ '  "■  '      ' 
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*  The  imiltiplication  of  townfhips  increafos  the  number  of  reprefentatives,  which  if 
already  too  great  for  the  rnoft  democratical  government,  and  uiuKceffuily  enhaiieof  the 
exjcafeof  maintaining  civil  government  ia  the  State*        ,;"'.'  'y'.ri'"''- 
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Siippofing  the  account  of  1782  to  have  been  taken  corre^,  the  in- 
creafe  for  eight  years,  ending  in  1790,  ^yill  be  twenty-eight  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  ninety-fix ;  on  the  moft  moderate  calculation  we 
may,  therefore,  rate  the  prefent  number  of  inhabitants  in  Connefticut 
at  two  hundred  and  feventy-three  thoufand,  or  about  fifty-ei^ht  per- 
fons  to  every  fquare  mile. 

'     t.vA  jci      RELIGION  AND  CHARACTER. 

Tne  religion  of  this  State  is  happily  adapted  to  i  republican  go- 
vernment ;  for  as  to  the  mode  of  txercifing  church  government  and 
difcipiine,  it  might  not  improperly  be  called  a  republican  religion. 
Each,  church  has  a  feparate  jurifdiction,  and  claims  authority  to 
choofe  their  own  minifter,  to  exercife  judgment,  and  to  enjoy  gofpel 
ordinances  within  itfelf.  The  churches,  however,  though  independent 
of  each  other,  are  aflbciated  for  mutual  benefit  and  convenience.— 
The  aflbciations  have  power  to  licenfe  candidates  for  the  miniftry,  to 
confult  for  the  general  welfarr,  and  to  recommend  meafures  to  be 
adopted  by  the  churches,  but  have  no  authority  to  enforce  them. 
When  difputes  arife  in  churches,  counfels  are  called  by  the  parties  to 
fettle  them ;  but  tlieir  power  is  only  advifory.  There  are  eleven 
.nflbciations  in  the  S{ate,  and  they  meet  twice  in  a  year.  Thcfe  are 
all  combined  in  oiie  general  ajlbciation,  wIk)  meet  aunwally, 
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All  mi'.n  in  this  State  are  upon  a  footing  of  equality  with  refpeft  t» 
religion  ;  difqfialifications  for  officiis  in  the  State  pn  account  of  reli- 
gious opinions  arc  unknown.  Every  fcft  whofe  principles  do  not 
militate  againft  the  pe;ice  of  fociety,  enjoy  here  the  fuUliberty  of 
colli  ienie  ;  and  a  fpirit  of  liberality  and  catholicifm  is  increafing.— 
Tlicre  are,  however,  very  few  religious  fe£ts  in  this  State,  The  bulk 
of  fhe  people  are  Congregationalills,  the  reft  are  Epifcopalians  and 
Uaptifts.  Formerly  there  was  a  fociety  of  Sandimonians  at  New- 
Haven  ;  but  they  are  now  reduced  to  a  very  fmall  number. 

The  clorgy,  who  are  numerous,  and,  as  a  body,  very  refpe^able, 
Jiave  hitherto  preferved  a  kind  of  ariftocratical  balance  in  the  very 
democratical  government  of  this  State,  which  has  operated  in  fome 
inftances  as  a  check  upon  the,  perhaps,  overbearing  fpirit  of  republi- 
•canifm.  The  unhappy  religious  difputes  which  have  too  much  pre- 
vailed among  fome  of  them,  and  an  inatteption  to  the  qualifications 
of  thofe  who  have  been  admitted  to  the  facred  ofKce,  have,  however, 
heretoioie  coi;fiuerably  diminiflied  their  influence.  It  is  a  pleafmg 
circuiiirtan.e  that  the  rage  for  theological  difputation  is  abating,  and 
gieater  lb  iclnefs  is  observed  in  the  adtr.iflion  of  candidates  to  the 
niin.fliy.  I  lieir  influence  is  on  the  increafe,  and  it  is,  in  part,  to 
thcr  exertions  tliat  an  evident  reformation  in  the  manaers  ^of  t^i^ 
people  of  this  State  has  taken  place  fincethe  peace,      '     .    '"•'■'' 

At  the  anniverfary  eleftion  of  the  governor  and  other  public  offi- 
ceib,  which  is  held  yearly  at  Hartford  on  the  fecond  Thurfday  in 
May,  a  Itimon  is  preached,  which  is  publifhed  at  the  expenfe of  the 
Sta.c*     On  thefe  occafions  a  vaft  concourfe  of  refpedtable  citizens, 

*  It  would  anfwcr  many  valuable  purpfifis,  if  ilie  gentlenun  who  are  annually  ap- 
pointed to  prcaeh  thefc  deiflion  fermons,  would  furnilh  a  Iketch  of  the  hjftory  of  thc 
Suue  f  r  the  current  year,  to  be  publUhed  at  the  clofc  of  their  fejrnons.  Such  a  iketchj 
which  might  eafily  he  maJc,  would  render  cleftion  ferptjons  much  more  valuable.  They 
would  then  be.'  n  very  authentic  rcpofitory  of  fafls  for  future  hiftorians  of  the  State— 
they  wouli  be  more  generally  and  more  eagerly  purchafed  and  j-tad; — they  would  ferve  to 
ditTcminare  the  imjioitant  knowlrtlge  of  the  internal  afTair:  ''  the  State,  which  every 
C!tizc;i  oiij;htto  be  acquainted  «itii,  and  might,  if  juJiciouii^  licuted,  operate  .is  achecl^ 
upon  pirty  fpiiit,  and  upon  a.nbitious  au.l  defignliig  men. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  R  njamin  Trumbull,  of  Nmth-Haven,  has  for  fevera^  years,  with 
indcfatigallf  induftr]!',  been  making  colle(flior\3  for  a  hiftory  of  Conneflicut.  His  abi- 
liiicf  a  a  writii ,  uni  iiis  acwurscy  as  an  hillorian,  the  public  already  know.  It  is  hopej 
the  public  w  \  ihortly  be  favoured  with  his  hiftory.  Through  his  indvilgcncc  in  per- 
miitin^;  filectiuns  t  >  be  made;  from  his  ma«ufcript5,  we  arc  enabled  to  publifh  many  of 
^li!,  faa-.  in  the  hiilory  of  this  State. 
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jptrticularly  of  the  clergy,  arc  collefted  from  every  part  of  the  State  | 
and  while  they  add  dignity  and  folemnity  to  the  important  and  joyful 
tranfai^ioDs  of  the  day,  ierve  to  exterminate  party  fpirit,  and  to  bar* 
monize  the  civil  and  religious  intereOs  otthe  State. 

The  Inhabitants  are  aim  )lt  entirely  of  Englifli  dcfcent.  There  are 
no  Dutch,  Fiench,  or  Germans,  and  very  few  Scotch  or  Iriftt  in  any 
part  of  the  State. 

In  addition  to  what  has  been  already  faid  it  may  be  cbferved,  that 
the  people  of  Conne(Jticur  are  remaik;*biy  fond  of  having  -..ll  their  dif« 
putes,  even  thofe  of  the  muft  trivial  kind,  fettled  according  to  law.— 
The  prevalence  of  this  litigious  fpirit  affords  employment  and  fup- 
port  for  a  numerous  body  of  hiwycis.  The  number  of  actions  entered 
annually  upon  the  feveral  dockets  in  the  State  jufl^fies  the  above 
obfervations.  That  party  fpuit,  however,  which  is  the  haneof  poIi« 
deal  happinefs,  has  not  raged  with  fuch  violence  in  this  State  as  in 
Maflachuletts  and  Rhoderlliund.  Public  proceedings  have  been  cou- 
duded  generally,  fiad  tj'pectally  of  late,  with  much  ralmnefs  and  can- 
dour. The  inhabitants  are  well  informed  in  regard  to  their  rights, 
and  judicious  in  ilje  method?  they  adopt  to  focure  them.  The  State 
enjoys  a  great  fliare  of  political  tranquillity  ;  the  people  live  under  a 
free  government,  and  have  no  fear  of  a  dignified  tyrant.  There  are 
DO  overgrown  eflates  with  rich  and  ambitious  landlords,  to  aave  an 
undue  and  pernicious  influence  in  the  ele<ftion  of  civil  officers.  Pro- 
perty is  equally  enough  divided,  and  muft  continue  to  be  fo  as  long 
as  the  cftates  defcend  as  they  now  do.  No  perfon  qualified  by  law  is 
prohibited  from  voting.  He  who  has  the  inoft  merit,  not  he  who 
has  the  moft  money,  is  generally  choleii  into  public  office.  As  in- 
ftances  of  this,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  many  of  the  citizens  of  Con- 
necticut, from  the  hunible  vvalks  of  life,  have  ar  fen  to  the  firft  offices 
m  the  State,  and  filled  them  with  dignity  and  reputation.  That  bafe 
bufinefs  of  eledtioneering,  which  is  tiie  curfe  of  England,  and  direftly 
calculated  to  introduce  the  moft  wicked  and  defigning  men  into 
office,  is  yet  but  little  known  in  Counefticut.  A  m.\n  who  willies  to 
be  chofen  into  office,  adts  wileiy,  for  that  end,  when  he  keeps  his  de- 
f^'es  to  himfelf. 

A  thirft  for  learning  prevails  among  all  ranks  of  people  in  the  State. 
More  of  the  yoijng  men  in  Connedticut,  in  proportion  to  fhjir  num- 
bers, receive  a  public  education,  thaa  in  any  of  the  States  of  the 
Union  befidc. 
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Some  have  believed,  and  perhaps  with  rcafon,  that  the  tbndncfs  for 
IKidemic  and  collegiate  education  is  too  great— that  it  luducei  too 
many  to  leave  the  plough.  If  men  of  liberal  education  would  return 
to  the  farm,  and  life  their  knowledj;e  in  improving  agriculture  and 
•ncouraging  manufatSurcs,  there  could  not  be  too  many  men  of 
learning  in  the  State ;  but  this  is  too  feldom  the  cafe. 

Connedicut  had  but  a  fmall  proportion  of  citizens  who  did  not 
join  in  oppofing  the  oppreflive  meafures  of  Great-Britain,  and  was 
adive  and  influential,  both  in  the  field  and  in  the  cabinet,  in  bring* 
ing  about  the  revolution.  Her  foldiers  were  applauded  by  the  com- 
mander in  chief  for  their  bravery  and  fidelity.  si 

What  has  been  faid  in  favour  of  Connecticut,  thoogh  true  when 
generally  applied,  needs  to  be  qualified  with  fomc  exceptions.  Dr. 
Douglas  fpoke  the  truth  when  he  laid,  that  "  fome  of  the  meaner 
fort  are  villains."  Too  many  are  idle  and  dilUpated,  and  much  time 
is  unprofitably  and  wickedly  fpent  at  taverns,  in  law  fuits  and  petty 
arbitrations.  The  public  fchools,  in  fome  parts  of  the  State,  have 
been  too  much  negleAed,  and  in  procuring  inftruftors,  too  little 
atteni,ion  has  been  paid  to  their  moral  and  literary  qualifications.     ■'" 

!^, '',  TRADE  AND  MANUFACTURES. 

The  trade  of  ConneAicut  is  principally  with  the  Weft-India 
iflands,  and  is  carried  on  in  velTcls  of  from  fixty  to  an  hundred  and 
forty  tons  burden.  The  exports  confift  of  horfes,  mules,  oxen,  oak 
Haves,  hoops,  pine  boards,  oak  plank,  beans,  Indian  corn,  fifti,  beef, 
pork,  &c.  Horfes,  live  cattle  and  lumber,  are  permitted  in  the  Dutch, 
Danilli,  and  French  ports.    '  •  •  ^  ,  ;.^ 

«  Connefticut  has  a  large  number  of  coaftingveflels  employed  in 
carrying  her  produce  to  other  States.  To  Rhode-Ifland,  Maffa- 
chuf.tts,  and  New-Hampflure,  they  carry  pork,  wheat,  corn  and 
rye;  to  North  and  South  Carolinas  and  Georgia,  butter,  cheefe, 
falted  beef,  cyder,  apples,  potatoes,  hay,  &c.  and  receive  in  return 
rice,  indigo  and  -aioney.  But  as  New- York  is  nearer,  and  the  ftate 
of  the  markets  always  well  known,  much  of  the  produce  of  Con- 
nedicut,  efpecially  of  the  weflern  parts,  is  carried  thei'e,  particularly 
pot  and  pearl  alh,  flax  feed,  beef,  pork,  cheefe  and  butter,  in  largQ 
eiuanti'ics.  Moll  of  the  produce  of  Connedticut  river,  from  the 
ports  of  Mafliichufetts,  New-Hampfliire,  and  Vermont,  as  well  as 
of  Connecticut,  which  are  adjacent,  goes  to  the  fame  market.  Con- 
*-'  ^-f  fiderable 
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>i   OP   CONNECTICUT.  i^t 

fiderable  quantities  of  the  produce  of  the  eaftern  parts  of  the  State 
are  mat'ketcd  at  Bofton  and  Pruvidence. 

The  value  of  the  whole  exported  produce  and  commodities  from 
this  State,  before  the  year  1774,  was  then  eftimated  at  about  t^o 
hundred  thoiii'and  pounds  lawful  money  annually.  In  the  year  endo 
ing  September  30tli,  1791,  the  amount  of  foreign  exports  from  thii 
State  way  feven  hundred  and  ten  thoufand  three  hundred  and  ten 
dollars,  bcfides  articles  carried  to  diiTerent  parts  of  the  United  States 
to  a  great  amount.  This  State  at  prefent  owns  and  employs  in  th« 
foreign  and  coafting  trade  more  than  thirty-five  thoul'and  tons  of 
fliipping. 

The  farmers  in  Connci^lcut  and  their  fmiilies  are  moftly  clothed 
in  plain,  decent,  liomerpun  cloth.  The  linens  and  woollens  are 
manuf.icluicd  in  the  family  way,  and  although  they  are  generally 
of  a  coarfer  kind,  they  are  of  a  ftronger  texture,  and  much  more 
durable  than  thofe  imported  there  from  France  and  Great-Britain* 
Many  of  their  cloths  are  fine  and  handfr)me. 

A  woollen  man\ifaclory  has  been  eftabliflied  at  Hartford.  Th« 
legiflature  of  the  State  have  encouraged  it,  and  it  bids  fair  to  grow 
into  importance.  '• 

In  New-Haven  are  linen  and  button  manufaftories,  which  flourilh» 
In  Hartford  are  j^lafs  works,  a  fnuif  and  powder  mill,  iron  works, 
and  a  flitting  mill.  Iron  works  are  eftabliflied  alfo  at  Saliibury, 
Norwich,  and  other  parts  of  the  State.  At  Stafford  is  a  furnace,  at 
which  are  made  large  quantities  of  hollow  ware  and  other  ironmon- 
gery, fufficient  to  fupply  the  whole  State.  Paper  is  manufactured  at 
Norwich,  Hartford,  New-Haven,  and  in  Litchfield  county.  Naili 
of  every  fize  are  made  in  almoft  every  town  and  village  in  Connefti- 
cut,  fo  that  confiderable  quantities  can  be  exported  to  the  neigh< 
bouring  States,  and  at  a  better  rate  than  they  can  be  had  from  Eu- 
rope. Ironmongery,  hats,  candles,  leather,  (Iioes  and  boots,  ar« 
manufactured  in  this  State.  Oil  mills,  of  a  new  and  very  ingenious 
conftruCtion,  have  been  erected  in  fcveral  parts  of  the  State.  '  A 
duc1c  manufa<5lory  ha&  alfo  been  cftabliflicd  at  Stratford,  and,  it  is 
(aid,  is  doing  well. 


;■-!• 


Tiic   v..   LEARNING  AND  LITERATURE. 

In  no  part  of  the  world  is  the  education  of  all  ranks  of  people 
more  attended  to  than  in  Connecticut}  almoft  every  town  in  the 
Stat»  is  divided  into  diftriCts,  and  each  diftfiCt  has  a  public  ichool 
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kept  in  it  t  greater  or  left  part  of  every  yean  Seme^it  niori 
than  one«third  of  the  moniei  arifing  from  a  tax  on  the  poUi  and 
rateable  ellate  of  the  inbabitanti  it  appropriated  to  the  fupport  of 
Schools  in  the  feveral  tow«a»  for  the  education  of  children  and  youth. 
The  law  dire£ti,  that  •  grammar^icbool  ihall  be  kept  in  wtf 
coun^  town  throughout  the  State* 

There  is  a  grammar  ichool  at  Hartford»  ind  another  at  Kcw« 
Haven,  fupported  by  a  donation  of  Governor  Hopkini.  Thii  vcne* 
rable  and  benevolent  man,  in  his  la^will^  dated  1O57,  leftintb* 
hands  of  Thenphilus  Eaton,  £iq.  and  three  others  a  legacy  of  one 
thoufand  three  hundred  an;l  twenty-tour  pounda,  "  as  an  encourage* 
ment,  in  thefe  foreign  plantations,  of  breeding  up  hopeful  yuutha 
both  at  the  grammar-fchoul  and  college."  in  1O64  this  legacy  wai 
equally  divided  between  New-Haven  and  Haittord,  flnd  grammar* 
fchooU  were  ered'^ed,  which  have  been  fupported  ever  flnce. 

Academies  have  been  eflabliflied  at  Greeniielil,  Plainfleld,  Nor* 
wich,  Wyndham,  and  Pomfret,  fome  of  which  are  flotiridiing. 

Yale  College  was  fotmded  in  1700,  and  remained  at  Killingworth 
until  1707  ;  then  at  Saybrook  until  17 16,  wlivn  it  was  removed  ind 
fixed  at  New-Haven.  Among  its  principal  benefactors  was  Oovet* 
nor  Yale,  in  honour  of  whom,  in  17 18,  it  was  named  Yale  Col* 
lege.  Its  firft  building  was  eredted  in  1717,  being  one  hundred  and 
feveuty  feet  in  length,  and  twenty-two  in  breadth,  built  of  wood.  Tbif 
was  taken  down  in  1782.  The  prefent  college,  which  ii  of  brickf ' 
'was  built  in  17^0,  under  the  dirediou  of  the  Rev.  Prefident  CUp, 
and  is  one  hundred  feet  long  and  forty  feet  wide^  three  (lories  high« 
and  contains  thirty  two  chambers,  and  lixty-four  ftudies,  convenient 
for  the  reception  of  one  hundred  ftudents.  The  colkge  chapel,  which 
is  alfo  of  brick,  was  built  in  1761,  being  fifty  feet  by  forty,  with 
a  fieeple  one  hundred  and  twenty-iive  feet  high.  In  this  buikling  is 
the  public  library,  confifting  of  about  two  thoufand  five  hundred 
volumes ;  and  the  philofophical  apparatus,  whiebf  by  a  late  hstid- 
fome  addition,  is  now  as  complete  as  moft  others  in  the  United 
States,  and  contains  the  machines  necellary  for  exhibiting  ex])eri'  . 
ments  in  the  whole  courfe  of  experimental  philoibphy  tnd  filre* , 
Qomy. 

The  college  mufeum,  to  which  additions  tre  confttntly  makingi 
Qontains  many  natural  curiofities. 

This  literary  inftitution  was  incorporated  by  the  General  Aflbmbiy 

9f  Coanei^icuc.    The  firft  cliarter  of  incoifioration  wai  granted  t* 

9  '  eleven 
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tleten  miiufien,  under  the  denomiiMtton  of  trufleet,  -b  1701.  Th# 
powers  oftbe  t3iiile«8\9MBMlurgcdtytlMiuldUiaMlcilltrter,  ^ytj* 
And  by  that  of  1745,  ^he  tnf^f^  wfff  incorportted  by  ^  luane 
of  **  The  prefident  wd  fcUoivs  ^  Y^  Cplle^ge,  New-Havfn.'*  By- 
:mi  •&  of  th«  GcoerM  AflemUy  *f  for  fnlfrgwg  the  powers  ^  \pir 
creafing  the  funds  of  Yale  Col^get"  pp^ed  in  May,  ^799,  lu^d  hcn 
cepted  by  the  eorporation»  thegpvit^ffrt  lieuteiiant*|pv^mor>  iM>4 
the  fix  fenior  affiilants  in  the  oouncU  of  the  St^te  for  tha  tiqp  bdn|^ 
are  ever  hereafter,  by  virtue,  of  lh(»r  ^flpc^s,  to  be  tru^ees  and  f^t 
lows  of  the  college  io  addition  to  tb?  foriricr  corporatiop,  Tbf 
corporation  are  empowered  to  hpid  sA^H  continue  their  fuo(;effio|i» 
make  aeademic  laws,  ele£t  and  c^nftifufe  all  officers  of  ipftrudjof^ 
and  gover^ipeqt  ufqal  in  uoiveriitjieSf  and  confer  all  leained  degreef. 
The  imipediate  executive  goveminent  is  in  the  hands  of  the  prefidcDt 
and  tutors.  The  prefent  officers  ^d  inftnu^prs  of  tfau:  cpUege  are^ 
a  prefident,  who  is  alfo  profeflfor  of  ecclefiaftical  hiftory,  a  profef- 
ibr  of  divinity,  and  three  tutors.  The  number  of  fiudents,  on  ^ 
average,  is  about  130,  divided  into  four  chffes.  It  is  worthy  of  jcof 
mark,  that  as  many  as  five-fixths  of  thofe  who  have  received  tbqtr 
education  at  this  upiverfity  were  natives  of  Conne&icut. 

The  fund4  of  this  college  received  ^  veiy  liberal  ac^dition  by  f 
grant  of  the  General  Afli^mbly*  in  the  a^  ^  179a  before  mentioned  | 
which  will  enable  the  corporation  ^  ^rcSt  a  new  building  for  t|^ 
accommodation  of  the  ftudents,  to  fupport  (everal  new  pro£eflbrfliip8» 
and  to  make  a  bandf9me  addition  to  tiuB  library. 

The  courfe  of  education  in  this  uiuverfity  comprehends  (hp  wholf 
circle  of  liter^kture.  The  three  learned  languages  are  taught,  to* 
getber  ivilJi  fo  mucb.of  U^  rcien(;es  as  qMi  be  communicated  in  four 
years. 

In  May  and  S^tember,  annually,  t\K  fever^l  clafles  are  critifaHy 
txanuBcd  in  all  t^ir  claifical  ftudtes.  As  iocentives  to  imprpvemfi^ 
in  compofition  and  oratory,  quarterly  cxerciles  are  appointed  by  tb9 
prefident  and  tutors,  to  be  exhibited  by  the  refpe£^ve  defies  in  ro- 
tation. A  public  compnencement  is  held  annually  on  the  fecond 
Wednefday  in  September,  which  calls  together  a  n^ore  qumprou* 
^4  l>nlUao|t  fiQembly  than  ate  cQnvened  by  any  othjer  Ani)iv«fi«ry 
in  the  State.  ' 

About  two  tboufand  twp  hundred  have  received  the  honours  of 
this  univerilty,  of  whom  nearly  feven  hundred  and  fixty  have  beeia 
•rdained  to  tbv  work  ojp  the  gofpe!  miniftry. 

V0L.U.  N  a  IN- 
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INVENTIONS  AND  IMFROVEMENTS. 

Early  in  the  war  Mr.  Dairid  tHiihritfi  of  Saybrbok,  inveiitecT  « 
fhachine  for/uhmariMe  navigation,  altogether  different  from  any  thmg^ 
hitherto  devifed  by  the  art  of  man ;  this  machine  was  fo  conftmded 
dB  that  it  could  be  rowed  horisontaHy,  at  any  given  depth,  under  wa- 
ter, and  could  be  raifed  or  deprefled  at  pleafure.    To  idiis  machine^ 
called  the  Amtriean  turtle^   was  attached  a  magazine  of  powdier, 
^faich  was  intended  to  be  ftftened  under  the  bottom  of  a  flup,  with 
»  driving  fcrew,  in  fucb  a  way  av  that  the  fame  firoke  which  dtfen« 
gag^d  it  from  the  machine  (hotild  put  the  internal  cleck^-work  in 
liiotion ;  this  being  done,  the  ordinary  operation  of  a  gun  lock,  at 
the  difiance  of  half  an  hour,  or  any  determinate  time,  would  caufe 
the  powder  to  explotie  and  leave  the  effects  to  the  common  laws  of 
nature.    The  fimpHcity,   yet  combhiation,   difcovered  in  the  me- 
chanifm  of  this  wonderful  machine,  have  been  acknowlfedgcd  by 
fhofe  ikilled  in  phyfics,  and  particularly  hydraulics,  to  be  not  lefv 
ingenious  than  nbveW    Mr.  Bufhniel  invented  feveral  other  curious 
madiines  for  the  annoyance  of  the  Britifh  (hipping,  but  from  acci- 
dents, not  militating  againil  the  philofophical  principles,  on  which 
tiidr  fuccefs  depended,  they  but  partially  fucceeded.    He  deftroyed 
4  veiTel  in  the  charge  of  Commodore  Symmonds.    One  of  his  keg» 
alfo  demoliflied  a  velTel  near  the  Long-Ifland  fhore.    About  Chrift- 
mas,  i777t  he  committed  to  the  Delaware  river  a  number  of  kegs, 
deftined  to  £fill  among  the  Britifh  fleet  at  Philadelphia ;  but  this  fqua- 
dron  of  kegs,  having  been  feparated  and  retarded  by  the  ice,  de- 
moliihed  but  a  fingle  boat.    This  catailrophe,  however,  produced 
«i  alarm,  unprecedented  in  its  nature  and  degree,  which  hail  been 
fo  happily  defcribed  by  the  late  Hon.  Francis  Hopkinfnn,  in  a  fong 
ftikd  •'  The  Battle  of  the  Kegs,"*  that  the  event  it  celebrates  will 
not  be  forgotten,  fo  long  as  mankird  fhall  cominift  to  be  delighted 
with  works  of  humour  and  tnfte.  ^■ 

Mr.  Hankst '  of  Litchfield,  has  invented  a  method  of  winding  up 
clocks  by  means  of  air  or  wind  only,  which  is  ingenious,  and  prac- 
tifed  in  New-York  and  other  places. 

■  Mr.  Culver,  of  Norwich,  has  conftru£{ed  a  dock'  drudge,  whieh 
18  a  boat  for  clearing  docks  and  removing  bi^^-s  in  rivers— a  vety  in- 
genious and  ufeful  machine ;  its  good  effe^s  have  already  been  ex- 


*  See  Kopkiafon'«  Works,  lately  publilhtd  in  Philadelphia. 
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CONSTITUTION  ^vn  '''"'■^"«'«"''-  ■ 

T-c  «.o,„i™,^°''^^»  COWTS  OF  justice;    ■ 
■"o*  of  the  r„i  "  '°  ""mtiallv  3(B.fl  J  L 

«»«"nl,  «T!         '"'°  •""•  '•«  'iK &„i 2        '^'»''''»««  civil 

banners,  anrf    k     J      "^  °^  ^'^•clf,  both  i.  /•""«»  »«"nter. 
The  11^^  ^'"'^^  ^''^  Solent  partie        '^°^  !^*»^'fio«»  whicfc 

Nna  "*  ^»^  o<^  the  State. 

Agree* 
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Agreeably  to  thU  charter^  the  fnprmne  legiflative  aathftrfay  of  the 
State  is  vefted  in  a  governor^  Ueulentnt<gpvei:dor,  twelve  aififiants 
or  counfellon,  and  the  reprefentativei  of  the  people,  ftikd  the  Gene» 
ral  Aflembly.  The  governor,  lieutenant-governor  and  affiftanti,  arc 
ibnwilly  chefeti  by  the  freemen  in  the  nioOth  of  May.  The  repre- 
leotatives  (their  number  not  to  exceed  two  from  each  town)  are 
chofen  by  the  freemen  twice  a  year,  to  attend  the  two  annqfil  fef- 
fions,  on  the  fecond  Thurfdays  in  May  and  Oftober.  This  Aflembly 
has  power  to  ereft  judicatories  for  the  trial  of  cauies»  civil  and  cri- 
minali  and  to  ordain  and  eftablifli  laws  for  fettling  the  forms  and  ce- 
rcfflonies  of  goverament.  By  thefe  laws  the  General  Aflembly  is  di- 
vided into  two  branches,  called  the  Upper  and  Lower  Houfes.  The 
Upper  Houfe  iscompofed  of  the  governor,  <  lieutenant-governor  and 
ftffiftants.  The  Lower  Houfe  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people. 
No  law  can  paft  without  the  concurrence  of  both  Houfes.  The 
judges  of  the  fuperior  court  hold  their  oflices  during  the  pleafure  of 
the  General  AflTembly.  The  judges  of  the  county  courts,  and  juf- 
tiees,  are  annually  appointed.  Sheriffs  are  appointed  by  the  gover- 
nor and  council,  without  Ihnitatiea  of  time.  The  governor  is  cap- 
tain-general of  the  militia,  the  lieutenant-governor  lieutenaat-gene- 
yal.  All  other  military  oflicers  are  appointed  by  the  Afl*embly»  and 
commiffioned  by  the  governor. 

The  mode  of  etching  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  alllftants, 
treafurer  and  feaetary,  Is  as  follows :  the  freemen  in  the  feveral  towns 
meet  on  the  Monday  next  after  the  firft  Tuefday  in  April  annually, 
and  give  in  their  votes  for  the  perfons  they  chufe  for  the  faid  offices 
refpe6^ively,  with  th<eir  names  written  on  a  piece  of  paper,  whirh 
ere  received  and  fealed  up  by  a  conftaUe  in  open  meeting,  the  votes 
|br  each  oAee  by  th«mfelves[,  with  ^  name  of  the  town  and  ofiice 
written  on  the  outfide.  Thd^  votes,  thus  fealed,  are  fent  tothe 
General  Aflfembly  ill  May,  and  there  oouoted  by  a  committee  from 
both  Houfes.  All  freenofen  ait  eHgible  to  any  office  in  government. 
In  ehuflng  MlifliaptSi  twenty  petfons  are  nominated,  fay  the  vote  of 
each  fi«eman,  «t  the  fn^man*9  meeting  ior  chufin^  reprefentatives 
in  September  anuMily.  Thefe  votes  zve  fealed  up,  and  fent  to  the 
General  AiTemWy  in  0£(bb^,  and  ate  there  counted  by  a  committee 
0{  both  Houios  and  the  twenty  perfons  who  have  the  ma&  votes 
fiand  in  nominatbn ;  out  of  which  number  the  twelve  Ivho  have  the 
|;ns|itcft  nvihbtr  of  tofes,  given  by  the  fr^rnen  at  their  nreeting  in 
A^ril,  mt  In  ^hjf  dpoiir^d  a^ftants  in  thtt  nM^u«i:Qbdvr  oMntioaed. 
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a*yS  GENERAL   DSSCRIPTION 

Aated  feffioiks  annually,  vlx.  on  the  Tuefdayi  of  the  weeks  pre^ 
ceding  the  ftated  feflions  of  the  General  AiTembly. 
>  The  county  court  b  a  court  of  chanceiy,  empowered  to  hear  and 
determine  cafes  in  equity,  where  the  matter  in  demand  docs  not 
exceed  one  hundred  pounds.  The  fuperior  court  has  cogniiance  of 
«ll  cafes  where  the  demand  exceeds  that  Aim.  Error  may  be  brought 
£rom  the  eounty  to  the  fuperior  court,  and  from  the  fuperior  court 
to  the  fupreme  court  of  errors,  on  judgment  in  cafes  of  equity  at 
well  as  of  law, .    '    • 

.  The  Genera)  Afiembly  only  hare  power  to  grant  pardons  and  re^ 
prievcs— to  grant  commiOions  of  bankrttptcy--or  protect  the  perfons 
mndeilates  of  unfortunate  debtors.  > 

The  common  law  of  England,  fo  far  as  it  is  applicable  to  this 
country,  is  confidered  as  the  common  law  of  this  State.  The  re> 
port  of  adjudication  in  the  courts  of  king's  bench,  common  pleas, 
and  chancery,  are  read  in  the  conns  of  this  State  as  authorities ; 
yet  the  judges  do  not  confider  them  as  conclufively  binding,  unlefs 
founded  on  folid  reafons  which  will  apply  in  this  State,  or  fan£lioned 
by  concurrent  adjudications  of  their  own  courts^u^tisji 

The  feudal  fyftem  of  defcents  was  never  adopted  in  this  State.  Alt 
-the  real  eilate  of  inteftates  is  divided  equally  among  the  children^ 
.males  and  females,  except  that  the  eldeft  fon  has  a  double  portion. 

And  all  eflates  given  in  tail  muft  be  given  to  fome  perfon  then  in 
being,  or  to  their  immediate  iiTue,  and  fhall  become  fee  fimple  eftates 
to  the  iflue  of  the  firil  donee  in  tail.  The  widow  of  an  inteftate  is 
entitled  to  a  third  part  of  the  perfonal  eilate  for  ever,  and  to  her 
dower,-  or  third ;  part  of  the  houiies  and  lands  belonging  to  the  inteir 
tate  at  the  time  of  his  deatli^  during  her  life. 

h^^^t    PRACTICE    OF    l-AW. 

The  pra£lice  of  law  in  this  State  has  more  fimplicity,  but  lefs  pre. 
cifion,  than  in  England.    Affiftaats  and  judges  are  empowered  to 
iflue  writs  through'  the  State,  and  juiUces  through  their  refpeAive 
counties*    In  thefe  writs  the  fubilance  of  the  complaints,  or  the  de- 
clarations muft  be  contained,  and.  if  neither  of  the  parties  (hew 
good  reafon  for  delay,  thecaufin  are  heard  and  determined  the  fame 
term  to  which  the  writs.are  returnable.    Few  of  the  fiAiens  of  law, 
ib  common  in  the  Engl ifliipm^tice,  are  known  in  this  State.    The 
:]>laintiff  always  has  his  jele^lion^to  attach  or  fiimmon  the  defendant. 
•Attoinies  are  admitted.aad.^aH6ediby .^  coualy  courts*  .  rrevioia 
Ci.v...  -to 
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waiiaiAaAroDg.  Their  dBep«rooMl  and  iaviBt«nit«UUt  of  <Uaki« 
iog u»  tint  «tf  Mn> iWtf  tgnmi im ibeh rJjgAts,  thMthit  impfgUkum^ 
thm  0timmfi ;  and  thU  heiog  their  wndiibirbecl  belief,  fSuy  h«v«  not 
cuiKf|ith>n  boir  wy  man  in  his  ici^ea  can  entertain  any  other.  This 
paint  an«o  iettled,  ei«rjr  thii^f  it  iettloil.  Maajr  epennbm  iHiich  in 
Iiurape  lunre  been  conEdercd  as  incrediUe  tales  dr  dangerous  experi* 
mctttSy  are  but  the  infidltUe  conftqneooes  of  this  principle.  The 
ftrft  of  thefe  operations  is  tiehifiufi  uf  tIeSha,  which,  with  th*; 
people  of  New-England,  is  carried  on  with  as  much  gravitjr  as  their 
daii^  labour.  There  is  no  jealoufy  on  the  oocafion,  rnithbg  hiera* 
five  in  office  |  angr  man  in  fiBcieQr  may  attain  to  any  phwe  in  the  goo 
tBrnnwQt,  and  may  ezercife  its  fun&ions.  Tiiey  bdiere  that  there  is 
nothing  more  difficult  in  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  a  nation^ 
tiian  the  affairs  of  a  family ;  that  it  only  requires  more  hands.  They 
believe  that  it  i»t}ic  juf^le  of  iceeping  up  tmpofitions  to  blind  the 
^s  of  the  vttiggr,  that  conftitiiiei  the  intricacy  of  ftate.  Bani^  the 
myfflcifm:^  inequality,  and  you  banifll  aUnoft  all  the  evils  attendant 
on  humair  nature. 

The  people  bdng  habituated  to  Iht  deflion  of  all  kinds  of  officers, 
the  masnttuif  of  the  office  midMa  no  difficulty  in  the  cafe*  Every 
officer  is  cfaofen  with  as  little  conunotion  as  a  diurchwarden^  There 
is  a  pdblie  fervice  to  be  perfomedy  and  the  people  fay  who  (hail  do 
it.  The  fervant  feels  honoured  with  the  confidence  repofed  iai 
■him,  and  gieacrally  exprefles  Ms  gratitude  by  a  feithful  per- 
formance. 

Another  of  thefe  operations  is  making  every  citixen  a  foldier,  and 
every  foldier  a  citizen;  not  ovAy  permitting  eveiy  man  to  arm,  but 
Miging  him  to  arm.  This  fa^  told  in  Europe  previons  to  the  revo- 
lution, would  have  gaiced  little  credit ;  or  at  lead  it  would  have  been- 
regarded  as  a  mark  of  an  uncivilized  people,  extremely  dangerous  to 
a  well-ordered  ibciety.  Men  who  build  fyftems  on  an  inverfion  of 
nature,  are  obliged  to  invert  tytry  thing  that  is  to  make  part  of  that 
fyfteiBv  It  k  becaufe  the  people  are  civilized,  that  they  are  with. 
£iiiety  armed,  h  is  an  effi^  of  their  con&ious  dignlQr,  ai  citixens 
enjoying  ecfval  rights,  that  they  wifii  not  to  invade  the  rights  ol 
oihetEs.  The  dimger,  where  there  is  any,  from  armed  citizens,  is  only 
lt>  tbe^govemment,  not  to  the  feciety ;  and  as  long  as  they  have  no- 
<ihing  to  revenge  in  the  govenuntnt  (which  they  cantiot  have  while 
it  is  in  thirir  own  hands)  there  are  many  advantages  in  their  bemg 
menftooKd  to  the  «iie  ^f  afUoi,  and  no  poffiUle  (ttfiidvanlagc. 
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OF    CONNECTICUT,  aSl 

PcvjeTf  habttunlly  in  the  hands  of  a  whole  commanity,  lofes  all 
the  ordinary  aflbciatcd  ideas  oF  power.  The  excrcife  of  power  is  a 
relative  term ;  it  fuppofesan  oppofition,  fomcthing  to  operate  upon. 
We  perceive  no  exertion  of  power  in  the  motion  of  the  planetary 
fyftem,  but  a  very  ftrong  one  in  the  movement  of  a  whirlwind  ;  it  it 
becaufe  we  fee  obftruftions  to  the  latter,  but  noiie  to  the  former. 
Where  the  government  is  not  in  the  hands  of  the  people,  there  you 
find  oppofition,  you  perceive  two  contending  interefls,  and  get  ail 
idea  of  the  exercife  of  power ;  and  whether  this  power  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  government  or  of  the  people,  or  whether  it  change  from 
fide  to  (ide,  it  is  always  to  be  dreaded.  But  the  word  people  in 
America  has  a  difl;*erent  meaning  from  what  it  has  in  Europe.  It 
there  means  the  whole  community,  and  comprehends  every  human 
creature ;  hence  it  is  impoifible  but  the  government  muft  protedV  the 
people,  and  the  people,  as  a  natural  confe<}ueuce,  fupport  the  govern* 
fueot  as  their  own  legitimate  offspring.  ,. 


,r-<»,f,1    Vs..'.'   •-   '.^'.w  Jill 


-■-'■•  J 


.":   T  .*,  If:  1    T  -^ 


,  ..-^ 


:»■;■  ■.    v^i: 


\r.  J 


»«wirr, 


)imi^^i  ■:>'VU  ,MU!  '>/r,^^    5r:'    ■  ■   ■  ■>     ;  •^.^'i•   ^'>tt  /    > 'i»:    •) .  J*   OiM 

'* '■  ■ '••      '■    ■    '.'..A)   -'h:.'-    :r">:t    i>fit};»  .:.-In!<?.n 


:-<:v';c: :/..■;-; T  ::[■  iwirti 


l.'ifj  {•■t   ■■j;'--.iT     :.i>f   .  ;i;'»v   v 
Vol.11.      '  '-■■  ■:y\.i-/    .-fMi^^^'^O^-nanw^    MlDDLJS 


t  ■     '-.i' 


«»"'     .'5'.? 


r--H'-'ry:  ■;/      >    ,   .n:ftri5J'.i^>  rh';';.ri  ov? "»   ' 


t  tJl  > 


Middle  stATES* 


yeW-Vork, 

^EW-JERSEY, 
PENNSYLVANIA^ 


rlEtAWARE, 

Territory  n.  w.  tr  omdi 


IB 


OUNDED  noi-th,  by  Upper  Canada,  from  which  they  wt  fepH* 
rated  by  the  lakes ;  eaft,  by  the  New-England  States ;  fouth,  by  thi 
Atlantic  ocean,  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  the  Ohio  river,  which  ft* 
parate  them  from  Kentucky ;  weft,  by  the  MiiHiGppi  river.  t 

RIVERS  AND  BAYS. 

''The  principal  rivers  in  this  diflridt  are^  thft  Hudfon,  the  Delft* 
ware,  the  Sufquehannab,  the  Ohio,  the  Mifriffippl,  and  their 
branches.  York,  Delaware,  and  part  of  Chefapeak  bays  are  In  thill 
ii&iia. 

CLIMATE. 

The  climate  of  this  grand  diviiioh,  lying  almoft  in  the  fame  li-' 

titudes,  varies  but  little  from  that  of  New-England:  there  arc  no 

Mo  fucceffive  years  alike;    even  the  fame  fuccel&ve  feafoni  tad 

months  differ  from  each  other  every  year :  and  there  is,  perhapi* 

but  one  fieady  trait  in  the  character  of  this  clihiate,  and  that  ii,  it 

IS  uniformly  variable:   the  changes  of   weather  are  jreat,    and 

frequently  fuddeh.    The  range  of  the  quickfilver  in  Fahrenheit'! 

thermometer,  according  to  Dr.  Mitchell,  is  between  the  a4th  degret 

_  below,  and  the  105th  degree  above  cypher ;   ami  it  has  been  known 

to  vary  fifty  degrees  in  the  cotirfe  of  twenty-fii  hoursi    Such  altera* 

tions  are  much  mora  confidet^ble  along  the  coaft  than  in  the  irtterior 

and  midland  parts  of  the  couiitry ;  and,  wherever  they  prevail,  nrii 

Accompanied  with  propbrtionate  changes  In  the  air^  from  calms  to 

'  winds^  and  from  moifture  to  drynefs.    Storms  and  hurrietnei  feme* 

times  happen,  which  are  fo  violent  as  to  overfet  veflels,  dernoUni 

fences,  uproot  trees,  and  unroof  buildings.    Droughts,  of  fix  week! 

•r  two  months  continuance,  occur  novr  and  tlien.    Rain  has  been 
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OENERAL   DES<:&IPTI0N,    &C,  $(83 

Itnown  to  fall  in  fuch  abundance  that  the  earth,  by  meafuremjent^ 
has  received  fix,  five  inches  on  a  level)  in  the  fiiort  fpaceoffour 
hours.*  The  quantity  of  water  ^thich  falls  in  raii^  aqd  fnow,  ope 
year  with  another,  amounts  to  from  twenty-four  to  thir^-fi^i  inches.f 
In  the  northern  parts  of  this  diftri^  the  fnow  fulU  in  larger  quanti- 
ties, lies  longer,  and  the  cold  is  more  fieady  and  intenfe,  by  many 
degrees,  than  in  the  fouthem  ;  hence  the  climate  of  the  former  is 
more  agreeable  in  winter,  apd  thait  of  the  latter  in  fummer*  Thp 
more  weather  is  generally  in  the  month  pf  Ji|ly ;  but  intenfely 
warm  days  are  often  felt  in  May,  June,  Auguft,  and  September.p-r> 
pr.  Rittenhoufe  fays,  that  during  his  refidence  in  theco.untry,  ii) 
the  $tate  of  Pennfyivania,  he  never  had  paiTed  a  fummer  without 
difcovering  froft  in  every  month  in  the  year,  except  July.  The. 
greateft  degree  of  heat  upon  re/wrd  in  Philadelphia,  in  1789,  was 
90°.  The  ftand^rd  temperatuKof  airin  Philadelphia  is  52!  degrees, 
which  is  the  ten^perature  of  their  deepeft  wells,  and  the  mean  heat 
of  their  common  fpring  water.  There  are  f^ldom  more  than  four 
months  in  the  year  ^n  which  the  weather  is  agreeable  without  a  fire  i 
in  winter,  the  winds  generally  come  from  the  north-weft  in  fair,  and 
from  the  north-eaft  in  wet  weather,  ^jThe  north-well  winds  are  ua-* 
commonly  dry  as  well  as  cold. 

The  climate  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  Allegany  mountains  differ^ 
materially  from  that  on  the  eaft  fide,  in  the  temperature  of  the  air^ 
and  the  effefts  of  the  wiiid  upon  the  weather,  and  in  the  quantity  of 
rain  and  fnow  which  fall  every  year.  T^c  fouth-weft  winds  on  the 
weft  fide  of  the  mountain  are  accompanied  by  cold  and  rain.  The; 
temperature  of  the  air  is  feldom  fo  cold  or  fo  hot,  by  feveral  de- 
grees, as  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  mountain. 

On  the  whole,  it  appears  that  the  climate  of  this  divifion  of  the 
United  States  is  a  compound  of  moft  of  the  climates  in  the  world'^it 
has  the  moifture  of  Ireland  in  the  fpring— the  heat  of  Africa  in  Aim* 
mer— the  temperature  of  Italy  in  June — the  flcy  of  Egypt  in  au- 
tumn— the  ftiow  and  cold  of  Norway,  and  the  ice  of  Holland  in 
winter — the  tempefts,  in  a  certain  degree,  of  the  Weft-Indies  in 
every  feafon — and  the  variable  winds  and  weather  of  Great-Britain  ii^ 
every  month  of  the  year. 

From  this  account  of  the  climate  of  this  difiridl,  it  is  eafy  to  afcer« 
tain  what  degrees  of  health,  and  whatdlfeafes  prevail.    As  the  in^a- 
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bitants  have  tlic  climates,  lo  they  have  the  acute  difeafes  of  all  the 
countries  that  have  been  mentioned.  Although  it  might  be  fup- 
pofed,  that  with  fnch  changes  and  varieties  in  the  weather,  there 
would  be  conneiJted  epidemical  difeafes  and  an  unwholfome  cli- 
mate, yet,  on  the  whole,  it  is  found  in  this  diftrift  to  be  as  healthy 
ae  any  part  of  the  United  States.*'   ■  •—  ,    ,...  », 
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The  colony  of  New- York  was  fettled  by  the  Dutch,  who  named  it 
the  New-Netherlands.  Charles  II.  refolved  upon  its  conqueft  in  1664, 
and  in  March  granted  to  his  brother  the  Duke  of  York,  the  region 
extending  from  the  weftern  banks  of  Connefticut  to  the  eaftcrn  fliore 
of  the  Delaware,  together  with  Long-lfland,  conferring  on  him  the 
(Civil  and  military  powers  of  government.  Colonel  Nichols  was  fent 
with  four  frigates  and  three  hundred  foldiers  to  effe£t  the  buHnefs. 
The  Dutch  governor  being  unable  to  make  refiflance,  the  New-Ne- 
therlands fubmitted  to  the  Englifh  crown  in  September,  without  any 
other  change  than  of  rulers.  Few  of  the  Dutch  removed ;  and  Nichols 
jtiflantly  entered  upon  the  exercife  of  his  power,  as  deputy-governor 
of  the  Duke  of  York,  the  proprietary. 

Jn  July  1673,  the  Dutch  re-poflefled  themfelves  of  the  province, 
by  attacking  it  fuddenly  when  in  a  defencelefs  ftate.  By  the  peace  in 
February  following  it  was  reftored.  The  validity  of  the  grant, 
while  the  Dutch  were  in  quiet  pofleflion,  having  been  queftioneil,  the 
Duke  of  York  thought  it  prudent  to  obtain  a  new  one  the  following 
June  ;  and  Edmund  Andros  having  been  appointed  governor,  the 
Dutch  refigned  their  authority  to  him  in  October.  Thus  was  New- 
York  regained ;  but  the  inhabitants  were  again  enflaved  to  the  will 
of  the  conqueror ;  for  being  admitted  to  no  fliare  in  the  legiflature, 
they  were  fubjeft  to  laws  to  which  they  had  never  aflented. 

To  be  relieved  from  a  fervitude  that  had  degraded  the  colony,  and 
now  gave  diffatisfaftion  to  every  one,  the  council,  the  court  of  af- 
fizes,  and  the  corporation  of  New-York,  concurred  in  foliciting  the 
Duke  "  to  permit  the  people  to  participate  in  the  legiflative  power." 

*  The  foregoing  remarks  are  grounded  on  the  authorities  of  Dr.  Ruth  and  Dr. 
Mitclii.l,  who  have  publilhcd  the  refult  of  their  iiiquiriet  in  Mr.  Carey's  Mufcum, 
vols.  6th  and  7th. 
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The  Duke,  though  ftrongly  prejudiced  againil  democratic  aflam«' 
blies,  yet,  in  expedkatton  that  the  inhabitants  would  agree  to  raife 
money  to  difchnrgethe  public  debts,  and  to  fettle  fucha  fund  for  th« 
fifture  as  might  be  fufficient  for  the  maintenance  of  the  government 
and  garnfon,  informed  the  lieutenant-governor,  in  1682,  that  **  he 
intended  to  eftal)lifli  the  fame  frame  of  government  as  the  other  plan* 
tations  enjoyed,  particularly  in  the  choofing  of  an  affembly.'* 

Mr.  Dongan  was  appointed  governor  in  September,  and  inftnidted 
to  call  an  afl'eii^bly,  to  confifl  of  a  council  of  ten,  and  of  a  houfe  of 
reprefentatives,  chofen  by  the  freeholders,  of  the  number  of  eighteen 
members.  The  affembly  was  empowered  to  make  laws  for  the 
people,  agreeable  to  the  general  jurifprudence  of  the  ftate  of  Eng- 
land, which  fliould  be  of  no  force,  however,  without  the  ratiBcatioa 
of  the  proprietary.  **  Thus  the  inhabitants  of  New-York,  after  be- 
ing ruled  almoft  twenty  years  at  the  will  of  the  Duke's  deputies,  were 
firft  admitted  to  participate  in  the  legiflative  power." 

An  affembly  was  called  on  governor  Dongan's  arrival,  which  paf- 
Xcd  an  aft  of  general  naturalization,  in  order  to  give  equal  privileges 
to  the  various  kinds  of  people  then  inhabiting  the  province ;  toge- 
ther with  an  a£t  '*  declaring  the  liberties  of  the  people ;"  as  alfo  one 
*«  for  defraying  the  requifite  charges  of  government  for  a  limited  time.*^ 
The  legiflature  was  convened  once  more  in  Auguft  1684,  when  it 
explained  the  laft  aft.  Thefe  feem  to  have  been  the  only  affembliet 
called  prior  to  the  revolution. 

When  the  Duke  became  King  of  England,  he  refufed  to  confimi 
that  grant  of  privileges  to  which  as  Duke  he  had  agreed.  He  eftab- 
liflied  a  real  tyranny,  and  reduced  New- York  once  more  to  the  de- 
plorable condition  of  a  conquered  province. 

NEW   JERSEY. 

Ncw-Jerfey,  which  was  alfo  taken  from  the  Dutch  (who  were  con» 
fidered  as  having  no  right  to  any  of  their  fettlements  in  thefe  parts  of 
America)  was  included  in  the  grant  to  the  Duke  of  York,  The 
Duke  difpofed  of  it  to  Lord  Berkley  and  Sir  George  Carteret,  in 
1664,  who  being  fole  proprietors,  for  the  better  fettlement  of  it 
agreed  upon  certain  conftitutions  of  government,  fo  well  relifhed, 
that  the  eaftern  parts  were  foqn  confiderably  peopled.  One  of  the 
ilipulations  was,  "  no  qualified  perfon,  at  any  time,  fhall  be  any 
ways  molefled,  punifhed,  difquieted,  or  called  into  queflion,  for  any 
difference  in  opinion  or  prad^ice  in  matters  of  religious  concernments, 

who 
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who  does  not  aftually  difturb  the  civil  peace  of  the  province  ;  but  alf 
and  ev«ry  fuch  perfon  and  perfons  may,  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all 
«nies,  freely  and  fuUy  have  and  enjoy  his  and  their  judgments  and 
Qoafciences,  in  matters  of  religion,  they  behaving  thcmielves  peacew 
tbly  and  quietly,  and  not  uiing  this  liberty  to  licentiouihefs,  nor  to 
|be  civil  iojury  or  outward  difturbance  of  others;  *' any  law,  fla^ 
tute,  or  ciaule  contained,  or  to  be  contained,  ufage  or  cuftom 
cf  the  realm  of  England,  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wife  notwith* 
landing."* 

The  lords  proprietors  furj her  agreed,  f*  for  the  better  fecurity  of  all 
theiohabitants  in  the  province — that  they  are  not  to  impofe,  nor  suf- 
fer TO  BE  iMvasED,  anytax,  cuftom,  fubfidy,  tallagej  aflelfment,  or 
jny  other  duty' whntfoever,  upon  any  colour  or  pretence,  upon  thefaid 
province  and  inhabitants  thereof,  other  than  what  fhall  be  impofed 
t}T  the  authoiity  andconfent  of  the  General  Aflembly/'f  What  can 
more  flrongly  exprefs  the  then  opinion  of  Lord  Berkley  and  SiE 
George  Carferet,  as  to  the  parliament's  having  no  right  to  tax  thq 
iohabkants   of  the  province,    poiTelTed   by    them    as  lords  pro^ 

pr^etOlfS  !       s-;.  ;   •-,      '  :  ■  ■,  ,     "ViV-     -  '.■■^L-^ri    ii::--l    ;,:"'•  .^t 

J  Lwd  Berkley  fold  his  moiety  of  the  province  to  John  Fenwtck,  iqi 
trnA  for  Edward  Byltinge  and  his  afligns  in  1674.  After  which  the 
proprietors,  E>  Byllinge,  William  Pcnn,  Gawen  Lawrie,  Nicholas 
Lucas,  and  Edmond  Warner,  of  the  Quaker  perfuafion,  agreed  with 
Sir  George  Carteret  upon  a  divifion,  1 676 ;  and  that  his  moiety  fliould 
be  calied  New  Eaftrjerfey,  and  their's  New  Weft-Jerfey.  The  agrees 
meat  rejjpe<il:ing  the  not  impofing  or  fuffering  to  be  tmpofed  any 
tiXy  &c.  \vas  adopted ;  the  other  ftipulation  is  worded  fomewhat 
ditferently ;  "  na  men,  nor  niimber  of  nien  upon  earth,  hatl^ 
power  or  authority  to  rule  over  men's  confciences  in  religious  mat- 
ters J  therefore  it  is  confented,  agreed  and  ordained,  that  no  perfon 
or  perfons  whatfoevpr  within  the  province,  at  any  time  or  times 
lierejifter,  Ihall  be  any  ways,  upon  any  pretence  whatfoever,  called 
in  q\ieilion,  or  in  the  leaft  punifliedor  hurt,  either  in  perfon,  eftate, 
er  priyilege,  for  the  fake  of  his  opinion,  judgment,  faith,  or  wor- 
Jliip  towards  God,  in  matters  of  religion  ;  but  that  all  and  every  fuch 
peifoji  ^nd  perfons  may,  fropi  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times,  freely 
and  fully  have  and  enjoy  his  and  their  Judgments,  and  the  exercife  of 
their  conti:ience^,  in  m^Ucis  of  religious  worfliip,  throughout  all  the 


*  Smith's  Hiftory  of  Ncw-Jerfey,  p.  513. 
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province."*  It  was  alfo  agreed^  "  that  all  elections  be  not  deter- 
mined by  the  common  and  confufed  way  of  cries  and  voices,  but  by 
putting  balls  into  balloting  boxes,  to  be  provided  for  that  puqmfe, 
for  the  prevention  of  all  partiality,  and  whereby  every  man  may  freely 
thoofe  according  to  his  own  judgment  and  honeft  intention."f 

Soon  after,  many  Quakers  reforted  to  Weft-Jcrfey  from  England, 
tind  the  country  filled  apace.  But  the  people  early  experienced  the 
dreadful  effed^s  of  arbitrary  power.  Major  Andros,  the  governor  of 
New-York,  impofed  ten  per  cent,  on  all  goods  imported  at  the  Hoar- 
Kill,  X  and  demanded  five  per  cent;  of  the  fettlers  at  arrival  or  after- 
wardi  though  neither  Weft-Jferfcy,  nor  the  Hoar-Kill,  was  le- 
gally under  his  jurifdi£tion.  They  complained  of  the  hardfhip 
from  the  iirft,  but  bore  it  patiently,  till  about  1680,  when  applica- 
tion was  made  to  the  Duke  of  York,  who  referred  the  matter  to  the 
touncii,  where  it  refled  for  a  confiderable  time,  and  then  was  re- 
ported in  their  favour^  and  the  duty  ordered  to  be  dilcontinued. 
Among  the  arguments  ufed  by  MeiTrs^  William  Fenn^  Georg«  Hut- 
thinfon  and  others^  chiefly,  if  not  all  quakers,  in  the  paper  pre- 
fented  to  the  Duke's  commiflioners,  were  thefe,  *'  powers  of  govern- 
ment are  exprefsly  granted  in  the  conveyance  Lord  Berkley  made  u^ 
for  that  only  could  have  induced  us  to  buy  it ;  and  the  reafon  is 
plain,  becaufe  to  all  prudent  men^  the  government  of  any  place  is 
more  inviting  than  the  foil ;  for  what  is  good  land  without  good 
laws  ?  the  better  the  worfe.  And  if  we  could  not  aiTure  peo]>le  of  an 
eafy  and  free,  and  fafe  government,  both  with  refpe£t  to  their  fpi- 
ritual  and  worldly  property,  that  is,  an  uninterrupted  liberty  of  con- 
fcience,  and  an  inviolable  pofTeflion  of  their  civil  rights  and  free- 
domsj  by  a  jufl  and  wife  government,  a  mere  wildernefs  would  be  no 
encouragement ;  for  it  were  a  madnefs  to  leave  a  free,  good,  and 
improved  country,  to  plant  in  a  wildernefs,  and  there  adventure  many 
thoufands  of  pounds,  to  give  an  abfolute  title  to  another  perfon  to  tat 
us  at  will  and  pleafure.  Natural  right  and  human  prudence  oppoic 
fuch  doftrine  all  the  world  over,  as  fays,  •*  that  people,  free  by  law, 
and  under  their  prince  at  home«  are  at  his  mercy  in  the  plantations 
abroad."  The  king's  grant  to  the  Duke  of  York  is  plainly  reftric-* 
tiveto  the  laws  and  government  of  £nglandi    No,Wi  we  humbly  con- 


*  Smith,  p.  518,  529.  t  ^^^^'  53^- 

^  Corrupted  by  time  into  \VIiorc-KiU<    The  names  of  many  rivers,   in  New- 
Vork  government  pni-ciculaily,   tcrmi:  ate  vitn  iill,   >vbich  means  both  river  and 

rivulet. 
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iceive>  it  is  made  a  fundamental  in  our  conftitution  and  government^ 
that  the  King  of  England  cannot  juftly  take  his  fubjefts  goods  with- 
but  their  confent :  this  needs  no  more  to  be  proved  than  a  principle, 
it  is  ju$  iudigene,  an  home-born  right,  declared  to  be  law  by  divers 
iftatutes ;  as  in  the  great  charter,  ch.  ag,  and  thirty-fourth  Ed.  III. 
<h.  %  ;  again  twenty-fifth  Ed.  ch.  7.*  To  give  up  the  power  of 
hiaklng  laws  is  to  change  the  government,  to  fell  or  rather  refign  our- 
felves  to  the  will  of  another,  and  that  for  nothing ;  for  we  buy  nothing 
of  the  Duke,  if  not  the  right  of  an  undifturbed  colonizing,  with  no  di« 
tninution,  but  expectation  of  fome  increafe  of  thofe  freedoms  and  privi- 
leges  enjoyed  in  our  own  country.  We  humbly  fay,  that  we  have  not 
loft  any  part  of  our  liberty  by  leaving  our  country ;  but  we  tranfplant  to 
a  place,  with  exprefs  limitation  to  ereft  no  polity  contrary  to  the  el^ 
tabliflied  government  (of  England)  but  as  near  as  may  be  to  it ;  and 
this  variation  is  allowed,  but  for  the  fake  of  emergencies ;  and  that 
latitude  bounded  with  thefe  words,  for  the  good  of  the  adventurer  and 
flanter.  This  tax  iS  not  to  be  found  in  the  Duke's  conveyances,  but 
*  is  an  after  bufinefs.  Had  the  planters  forefeen  it,  they  would  fooner 
have  taken  up  in  any  other  plantation  in  America  (a  plain  intimation 
that  no  fuch  tax  was  impofed  in  any  other  American  plantation.) 
Befide,  there  is  no  end  of  this  power ;  for  fince  we  are  by  this  prece- 
dent afTefled  without  any  law,  and  thereby  excluded  our  Englifli  right 
of  common  affent  to  taxes ;  what  fectuity  have  we  of  any  thing  we 
poiTefs  ?  We  can  call  nothing  our  own,  but  are  tenants  at  will,  not 
bnly  for  the  foil,  but  for  all  our  pcrfonal  eftates ;  we  endure  pe- 
nury, and  the  fweat  of  our  brows,  to  improve  them  at  our  own  ha- 
zard only.  This  is  to  tranfplant  from  good  to  bad.  This  Ibrt  of 
conduct  has  deftroyed  government,  but  never  raifed  one  to  any  true 
;greatne(8.t'*  "  i  ;  :. 

The  paper  prefented  to  the  Duke's  commlffioners  evidently 
proves,  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  thofe  gentlemen,  who  were  Qua- 
kers, that  no  tax  could  be  juftly  impofed  upon  the  inhabitants  with- 
out their  own  confent  firft  had,  and  by  the  authority  of  their  own 
General  Aflembly.  The  report  of  the  council  in  favour  of  the  ag- 
grieved, and  the  relief  that  followed,  were  virtual  conceffions  to  the 
fame  purport.     This  will  not  be  judged  wholly  unprecedented  by 


*  The  ilianufcript  copy  contains  a  numiKir  of  authorities  from  Bra£lon,  Fortefciuc, 
the  Petition  of  Right,  &c.    Sec  Sraitb,  \\  iio,  the  not.-. 
f  Smith,  p.  117,  12,3.  * 
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thore  wlu>  are  acquainted  with  what  happened  relativt  to  the  eoua* 
'  ty-palatine  and  city  of  Chefler^  in  the  thirty*fifth  year  of  the  reign  of 
Henry  VIII.  The  inhabitants  complained  in  a  petition  to  the  king^ 
**  that  for  want  of  knights  and  burgefles  in  the  court  of  parliament 
they  fuftained  manifold  damages,  not  only  in  their  lands^  goodly  and 
bodies,  but  in  the  civil  and  politic  governance  and  maintenance  of 
die  commonwealth  of  their  faid  county  s  and  that  while  they  had 
been  always  bound  by  the  z&s  and  (latutes  of  the  faid  court  of  par* 
liament,  the  fame  as  other  counties,  cities,  and  boroughs  that  had 
knights  and  burgefles  in  faid  court,  they  had  often  been  touched  and 
•  grieved  with  adts  and  ftatutes  made  within  the  faid  court,  as  well  dc* 
rogatory  unto  the  mod  ancient  jurifdi^tions,  liberties,  and  privilrgei 
of  the  faid  county-palatine,  as  prejudicial  unto  the  commonwealtb^ 
quietnefs  and'peace  of  his  majefty's  fubjefts."  They  propqfed  to  thf 
king,  as  a  remedy, "  that  it  would  pleafe  his  highnefs,that  it  be  ena^odi 
»  with  the  aiTent  of  the  lords  fpintual  and  temporal,  and  by  the  com* 
mous  in  parliament  aiTcmbled,  that  from  the  end  of  the  feflion  the 
county-palatine  fhall  have  two  knights  for  the  faid  county,  and  like* 
wife  two  citizens  to  be  burgeiTes  for  the  city  of  Chefter."  The  com* 
plakit  and  remedy  were  thought  to  be  fo  juft  and  reafonable,  that  the 
relief  for  which  they  prayed  was  granted,  and  they  were  admitted  to 
iend  reprefentatives  to  parliament* 

PENNSYLVANIA  AND  DELAWARE. 

Mr.  William  Penn,  one  of  the  joint  purchafers  of  the  weuern  part 
40f  the  Jerfeys,  having  received  correal  information  of  the  country  to 
the  weftward  of  the  Delaware,  while  engaged  in  the  adminiftration  of 
the  joint  purchafe,  became  defirous  of  acquiring  a  feparate  eftate. 

He  accordingly  prefented  a  petition  to  Charles  II.  in  June,  1680^ 
Aating  not  only  his  relationfliip  to  the  late  admiral,  but  that  he  wai 
,  deprived  of  a  debt  due  from  the  crown  when  the  exchequer  was  (hut» 
and  praying  for  a  grant  of  lands,  lying  to  the  northward  of  Mary- 
land, and  weftward  of  the  Delaware :  adding,  that  by  his  intereft  he 
^ould  be  able  to  fettle  a  province  which  might  in  time  repay  his  claimi* 

Having  the  profpe£t  of  fuccefs,  he  copied  from  the  charter  of 
Maryland  the  iketch  of  a  patent,  which  in  November  was  laid  before 
tthe  attorney-general  for  his  opinion.  Mr.  Penn  had  the  fame  objeft 
in  view  as  Lord  Baltimore,  the  guarding  againft  the  exertions  of  pre* 
rogative,  which  both  had  found  to  be  vei7  inconvenient.  The  ■!" 
tocney- general  declared  the  claufe  of  exemption  from  taxation  illegal  t 
and  Chief  Juflise  North  being  of  che  Isune  opinion,  and  obferviog  Ut 
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tendency,  added,  '*  faring  of  the  authority  of  the  Engiilh  parlii* 
ment,"  fo  that  it  was  ftipulated  by  the  king,  for  himfelf  and  hit  fuc*  ' 
ceflbrs,  *'  that  no  cuftom  or  other  coAtribution  iliould  be  laid  on  the  * 
inhabitants  or  their  eftates,  unlefs  by  the  confent  of  the  proprietary  ^ 
or  governor  and  aflembly,  or  by  a£t  of  parliament  in  England.'*  * 

The  next  year  the  patent  was  granted  in  confideration  of  **  the 
merits  of  the  father,  and  the  good  purpofcs  of  the  fon,  in  order  to 
extend  the  Englifli  empire,  and  to  promote  ufeful  commodities.'*  ' 
It  was  provided,  that  the  fovercignty  of  the  king  fliould  be  pre. 
ferved,   and  a£ls  of  parliament  concerning  trade  and  navigation,  ' 
and  the  cuftoms  duly  obferved.     Mr.  Penn  was  empowered  to  ' 
aflemble  the  freemen  or  their  delegates,  in  fuch  form  as  he  ihould 
think  proper,  for  railing  money  for  the  ufes  of  the  colony,  and  for  ' 
making  ufeful  laws,  not  contrary  to  thofe  of  England  or  the  rights  of 
the  kingdom.  Duplicates  of  the  ads  of  the  AlTembly  were  to  be  tranf- 
mitted  within  five  years  to  the  king  in  council,  and  the  a£ts  might  be 
ileclarcd  void  within  fix  months,  if  not  approved. 

The  novel  introduction  of  the  cUufe  fubjeCting  the  inhabitants  of 
Fennfylvania  to  taxation  by  adt  of  parliament,  might  afford  an  argu- 
ment againft  being  fo  taxed,  to  all  the  colonies  whofe  charters  con- 
tained no  fuch  claufe.  Dr.  Franklin  being  alked,  when  examined  by 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  the  time  of  the  ftamp  a£t,  "  Seeing  there 
is  in  the  Fennfylvania  charter,  an  exprefs  refervation  of  the  right  of 
parliament  to  lay  taxes  there,  how  could  the  Aifembly  aflert,  that  lay- 
ing a  tax  on  them  by  the  ftamp  a£t  was  an  infringement  of  their 
rights  i"  anfwered,  **  They  underftand  it  thus— By  the  fame  char- 
ter and  otherwifc,  they  are  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  liberties 
of  Engliflimen.  They  find  in  the  great  charters  and  the  petition  and 
de«(laration  of  rights,  that  one  of  the  privileges  of  Englifli  fubje6ts  is, 
that  they  are  not -Xo  be  taxed  but  by  their  own  confent ;  they  have 
therefore  relied  upon  it,  from  the  firfl  fettlement,  that  the  parliament 
never  would  or  could,  by  colour  of  that  claufe,  tax  them  till  it  had 
qualified  itfelf  for  the  exercife  of  fuch  right,  by  admitting  reprefenta- 
tive»  from  the  people  to  be  taxed."  Governor  Nicholfon's  language 
was  to  the  fame  purpofe;  writing  to  the  board  of  trade  In  1698,  be 
obfervesy  that  **  a  great  many  people  of  all  the  colonies  think,  that  no 
law  of  England  ought  to  be  binding  to  them  without  their  own 
confent ;  for  they  fay,  they  have  no  reprefentatives  fent  from  them- 
felvcs  to  the  parliament  of  England." 

.    In  M ay,  Mr.  Penn  detached  Mr.  Markham,  his  kinfman,  with  a  fmall 
emigration)  in  order  to  ,take  poffeflion  of  the  country  and  prepare  it 
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f)r  a  more  numerous  colony ;  and  Mr.  Markham  had  it  in  charge  to 
pay  an  humane  attention  to  the  rights  of  the  Indians. 

The  frame  of  government  for  Pennfylvania  was  publilhed  in 
April,  1 68s  ;  and  as  a  fupplement  in  the  fubfequent  May,  a  body 
Af  laws  were  agreed  upon  by  the  proprietary  and  adventurers, 
which  was  intended  as  a  great  charter,  and  does  honour  to  their  wif« 
dom  as  flatefmen,  their  morals  as  men,  and  their  fpirit  as  colonics. 

Thefe  laws,  which  were  termed  probationaiy,  were  to  be  fubf 
mitted  to  the  explanation  and  confirmation  of  the  firft  General 
Aflembly  which  fliould  be  convened  in  the  province.  This  was  un- 
doubtedly a  prudent  meafure,  for  events  made  it  manifeft  that  a' 
better  acquaintance  with  the  Ipcai  circumftances  of  the  country,  ren- 
dered many  changes  neceflary ;  nor  was  this  the  only  advantage,  for 
by  this  agreement  the  authority  of  the  legiflature  was  eftablilhed,  and 
rendered  neceflfary  in  all  future  laws  and  regulations. 

Mr.  Penn,  defirous  of  extending  his  territory  fouthward  to  the 
ChefajMak,  folicited  the  Duke  of  York  for  a  grant  of  the  Delaware 
colony ;  and  accordingly  the  prince  conveyed  to  him,  in  the  month 
of  Auguft,  the  town  of  Newcallle,  with  a  territory  of  twelve  miles 
round,  as  alfo  that  tra£t  of  land  extending  fouthward  from  it  upon 
the  Delaware  to  cape  Henlopen. 

For  a  confiderable  portion  of  this  grant  Lord  Baltimore  put  In  a 
claim,  and  three  feveral  applications  were  made,  on  behalf  of  bis 
Lord(hip,  to  the  Executive  Government  of  England;  it  appears, 
however,  by  the  feveral  orders  of  council  made  in  confequence  of 
thefe  applications,  and  dated  1683,  i68(;,  and  1709,  that  they  con- 
(idered  his  Lordfliip's  claim  as  unfounded,  and  of  confequence  con- 
firmed the  grant  made  to  Mr.  Penn.  ' 

When,  for  the  firft  time,  Mr.  Penn  arrived  on  the  banks  of  the  De? 
laware,  Odober  the  24th,  he  foinid  them  inhabited  by  three  thoufand 
perfons,  compofed  of  Swedes,  Dutch,  Fiplanders,  and  Englifli.    Not 
only  bis.  own  colonifts,  but  the  reft,  received  him  with  joy  and  re- 
peat.   He  was  accompanied  by  about  two  thou fitnd  emigrants,  who 
being  cither  Qiiakers  or  other  diffenters,  fought  the  enjoyment  of 
their  religious  fentiments  in  a  country  that  offered  a  peaceful  afylum  to 
the  perfecuted.    Mr.  Penn  immediately  entered  into  a  treaty  with  the 
Indians,  and  purchafed  from  them  as  much  of  the  foil  as  the  circuni* 
ftances  of  the  colony  required,  for  a  price  that  gave  them  fati8f?£lion : 
he  alfo  fettled  with  them  a  very  kind  correfpondence.    In  December 
he  convened  the  firft  Aflembly  at  Chefter,  confifting  of  feventy-two 
Relegates  ffpm  the  fiy  counties,  into  which  they  h^d  divided  Pennfyi- 
'  {'  Pp  a  vania, 


S9S  OENEkAL    D18CRIVT10N 

vann,  and  the  Delaware  colony,  foon  after  denominated  the  lerriteriei* 
The  inhabitants  propofed  that  the  deputiea  might  ferve  both  for  th« 
provincial  council  and  General  Afl'cmbly ;  three  out  of  every  countjf 
for  the  former,  and  nine  for  the  latter.  Their  propofali  were  paiTed 
by  the  AfTembly  without  hefitation  into  an  aA  of  fcttlemcnt.  Th« 
perfoni  returned  were  declared  to  be  the  legal  council  and  AiTemhly, 
and  every  county  was  empowered  to  fend  the  fame  number  in  futurft 
which  in  the  fame  manner  (liould  confiitute  the  legiflature  i  and  after 
the  addition  of  a  few  other  explanations,  the  modified  fraitM  c4 
government  was  fotemnly  recognifed  and  accepted.  An  %{\  was  then 
paired,  annexing  the  territories  to  the  province,  ai>d  communicating 
to  the  one  the  fame  privileges,  government  and  laws,  m  the  other 
already  enjoyed.  Every  foreigner  who  promifed  allegiance  to  the  king* 
and  obedience  to  the  laws,  was  declared  to  be  a  freeman,  and  entitled 
to  his  rights.  By  the  legillativc  regulations,  eilabliihed  at  fundamen* 
tals  by  this  AiTembly,  factors  who  wronged  their  employers  were  to 
make  fatisfa6lion,  and  one-third  over — not  only  the  goods,  but  the 
lands  of  the  debtor  were  fubjeAed  to  the  payment  of  debtS'»every 
thing  which  excited  the  people  to  rudenefs,  cruelty  and  irreligion, 
was  to  be  difcouraged  and  feverely  puni(hed—no  perfon  acknow* 
ledging  one  God,  and  living  peaceably  in  fociety,  was  to  be  molefted 
for  his  opinions  or  practice,  or  to  be  compelled  to  frequent  or  main* 
tain  any  miniftry  whatfoever.  It  was  a  principle  of  the  great  char- 
ter, that  children  fhould  be  taught  fome  ufefui  trade,  to  the  end  that 
none  might  be  idle,  but  that  the  poor  man  might  work  to  livei  Kn4 
the  rich,  if  they  became  poor,  might  not  want. 

The  aft  of  fettlement  not  giving  fatisfa£tion,  a  fecond  frame  wai 
prepared  by  Mr.  Penn,  agreeing  partly  with  the  firft,  and  modified 
according  to  the  aft  of  fettlement  in  certain  particulars,  but  in  fomo 
meafure  different  from  both :  to  this  the  aiTent  of  the  next  AiTembly 
was  in  1683  given;  but  in  time  iffliared  the  fate  of  the  former. 

In  1684  Mr.  Penn  departed  for  England,  at  which  time  it  appeari 
that  the  iaterefts  and  palTions  of  the  fettlers  had  produced  a  diverfity 
of  fentiment,  which  was  probably  increafed  after  the  departure  of 
the  pro|#ietn  ;  for  we  find  the  deputy- governor  Blackwellf  who 
entered  on  his  government  in  1688,  bringing  this  charge  againft 
them.  It  is  evident,  however,  that  thefe  dilTenfions  and  animofitiei 
^ore  no  refemblance  to  thofe  "  violent  dijjenfions"  with  which  they 
have  been  charged.  Indeed,  on  as  particular  an  inveftigation  of  thil 
fubjeft  as  we  have  found  it  pofTi  ble  to  make,  it  appears  more  than 
^rpbable,  ^hat  this  chfirge  is  lik^  mo|l  Qf  thofe  brought  forward 
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by  overbearing  governors,  when  unabte  ((•  effc£i  their  own  (chenwt* 
Blackwclt  certainly  vi."  oppofed  in  hi»  views  by  the  Pennfylvanians  | 
and  this  may  very  eaHly  iccount  for  the  charge  he  brought  againft 
them  {  and  thii  opinion  appears  warranted  by  the  anfwer  they 
made  to  it.  Th^  obferve,  that  "  Ai  for  the  charge  of  animofitira 
and  diflcniions  amongft  us  before  thy  coming  here,  it  is  fo  general 
that  we  can  make  no  farther  anfwer,  than  that  in  matter!  of  go- 
vernment our  apprehenfions  were  otherwife,  the  end  of  good  govern- 
ment being  anfwered,  in  that  power  was  fupported  in  reverence  with 
the  people,  and  the  people  were  fccured  from  the  abufe  of  power." 

The  government  of  Pcnnfylvania  was  adminiftered  in  the 
name  of  James  II.  for  fomc  time  after  William  and  Mary  were 
formally  proclaimed  in  fome  of  the  other  colonies.  This  circum* 
(lance  was  improved  by  the  enemies  of  Mr.  Penn  to  his  difadvan- 
tage.  His  attachment  to  the  unhappy  prince  who  had  been  driven 
from  the  throne  was  held  forth  in  fuch  a  light,  as  to  caufe  him  to 
be  confidercd  by  many  as  an  enemy  to  the  Protcftant  religion ;  and 
he  appears  for  fome  time  to  have  been  excepted  out  of  the  aft  of 
grace  parted  by  King  William  and  Queen  Mary,  who  appointed 
Col.  Fletcher  governor  of  both  New-York  and  Pennfylvania  in  1693. 

In  the  commiffion  no  manner  of  regard  fecms  to  have  been  had 
to  the  original  charter.  But  when  the  AlTembly  met,  though  fixteen 
fliort  in  number  to  what  had  been  before  ufual,  through  the  change 
made  in  the  writs,  they  pafled  a  vote  nem.  con.  *♦  That  the  laws  of 
this  province,  which  were  in  force  and  praftice  before  the  arrival  of 
this  prefenl  governor,  are  dill  in  force :  and  that  the  Aifemhly  have 
a  right  humbly  to  move  the  governor  for  a  continuation  or  confirma- 
tion of  the  fame.**  That  and  fubfcquent  Aflemblies  fliewed  fuch  a 
fixed  determination  to  fecure  their  rights,  that  neither  governor  nor 
lieutenant-governor  could  bring  them  to  bend  to  their  wiflies. 

The  charges  brought  againft  Mr.  Penn,  of  being  the  friend  of 
popery,  and  arbitrary  government,  were  certainly  unfounded.  That 
from  his  father's  ftation,  and  his  own  public  fpirit,  he  obtained  free 
accefs  to  the  court,  and  was  efteemed  and  favourably  received  by 
King  James,  is  certain;  and  that  a  man  of  an  amiable  difpoAtioq 
ptld  gnodnefs  of  heart  fliould  feel  the  attachment  of  gratitude,  i» 
neither  wonderful  nor  blameworthy.  But  though  his  perfonal  at- 
tachment to  James  was  great,  in  no  one  inftancc  does  he  appear  to 
have  adopted  his  arbitrary  fyftcm  of  politics,  or  his  religious  pre- 
judices. The  adminiftration  of  the  government  of  Pennfylvania  in 
the  name  of  James,  after  the  revolution,  ought  not  therefore  to  be 
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attributed  to  any  arbitrary  principres  of  his,  and  much  lefs  ought  ft 
to  be  attributed  to  any  deference  the  fettlers  feJt  for  the  proprietary's 
partiality  for  a  prince,  whofe  abdicated  throne  was  filled  with  fuch 
general  fatisfaftion.  The  more  probable  caufe  was,  the  infancy  and 
comparative  infignificancy  of  the  colony,  which  might  occafion 
the  proper  meafures  for  eftablifliing  the  authority  of  the  Prince  of 
Orange  to  be  delayed.  Certain  it  is,  that  when  proper  meafures 
weie  taken  for  the  purpofe  they  met  with  no  oppofition,  nor  did 
any  circumftance  occur  which  might  lead  to  a  conclufion,  that  it  was 
repugnant  to  the  wi(hes  of  either  the  proprietary  or  fettlers. 
•  In  1696,  Mr.  Penn  was  reftored  to  his  right  of  naming  a  gover- 
nor, as  well  as  all  his  other  privileges.  The  government,  by  this  aft, 
wiuft  be  confidered  as  openly  renouncing  the  fufpicions  it  had  un- 
jiiftly  entertained  againft  a  virtuous  man,  and  declaring  the  malevo- 
lent charges  exhibited  againft  him  to  be  unfounded. 

In  th^  beginning  of  1 700  he  went  to  Pennfylvania,  and  after  the 
meefirng  of  feveral  Aflemblies,  he  convened  one  in  September,  1701, 
and  informed  them  of  the  tndifpenfable  neceility  he  was  tinder  of 
again  going  to  England,  to  obviate  feme  ill  offices  done  by  his  and 
their  enemies  with  the  government  there ;  he  at  the  fame  time 
wrged  them  to  take  proper  meafures  to  fecure  their  privileges  and 
properties.  He  further  offered  to  leave  the  nomination  of  the  de- 
picrty-govprnor  to  themfelves,  but  they  declined  it. 

The  AfTembly,  agreeably  with  Mr.  Penn's  requeft,  enteretl  on  the 
confiderition  of  a  charter  of  privileges ;  this  charter  occafioned  a 
breadi  between  the  members  of  the  province  and  thofe  of  the  ter- 
ritories ;  the  latter  infifling  upon  fome  privileges,  which,  when  re- 
fufed  bj  the  others,  made  them  withdraw  from  the  meeting.  By 
the  authority  and  addrefs  of  the  proprietary,  however,  the  breach 
was  apparently  made  up,  and  a  charter  of  privileges  prepared,  and 
ratified  before  Mr.  Penn  embarked,  which  became  the  rule  of  go- 
vernment in  Pennfylvania.  By  this  important  charter  liberty  of  con- 
ference was  granted,  and  all  Chriflians,  of  whatever  denomination, 
vere  enabled  to  ferve  the  government  either  legiflatively  or  execu- 
lively.  This  charter  is  a  flanding  monument,  and  an  incontro- 
vertible proof,  that  neither  Mr.  Penn  nor  the  fettlers  of  Pennfylvania, 
were  actuated  by  gloomy  fnperflition  or  arbitrary  principles. 

By  the  fccond  article  of  the  charter  it  was  provided,  that  an  Af- 
femlily  fhould  be  yearly  chofen  by  the  freemen,  to  confifV  of  four 
perfon?  out  of  each  county,  or  of  a  greater  number,  if  the  gover- 
nor and  Aflcmbly   ijiould  ib  agree,  on  t]ie   ift  of  Odtober,  and 
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ihould  lit  on  the  14th  following,  with  power  to  chufe  a  fpeakcr  «nd 
other  officers,  and  be  judges  of  the  qualifications  and  elections  of 
their  own  members ;  fit  upon  their  own  adjournments,  prepare  bilt, 
impeach  criminals,  and  redrefs  grievances ;  and  pofTefs  all  other 
powers  and  privileges  of  an  AfTembly,  according  to  the  rights  o;  the 
free-born  fubjed^s  of  England,  and  the  cuiloms  oblerved  in  any  of 
the  king's  plantations  in  America.  If  any  county  or  counties  fhould 
negledt  to  fend  deputies,  thofe  who  met,  provided  they  were  aot 
fewer  in  number  than  two  thirds  of  the  whole,  were  to  be  coofi- 
dered  as  the  legal  reprefcntatives  of  the  province. 

By  the  eighth  article,  in  cafes  of  fuicide,  all  property  was  to  de- 
fcend  to  the  next  heirs,  as  if  the  deceafed  had  died  a  natural  death ; 
nor  was  the  governor  to  be  entitled  to  any  forfeiture,  if  a  perfon 
ihould  be  killed  by  cafualty  or  accident.  The  fame  article  provided, 
that  no  a£t,  law  or  ordinance  whatfoever,  fliould  at  any  time  after 
be  made,  to  jlter  or  diminilh  the  form  or  effeft  of  this  charter,  or 
of  any  part  of  it,  without  the  confeot  of  the  governor  for  the  time 
being,  and  fix  parts  in  feven  of  the  Aflembly  met— that  the  firft  ar* 
tide,  relating  to  liberty  of  confcience,  fliould  be  kept  without  tujr 
alteration  inviolably — and  that  William  Penn,  for  himfelf,  &c.  did 
folemnly  declare,  that  neither  he,  &c.  fliould  do  any  thing  whereby 
the  liberties  in  this  charter  contained,  nor  any  part  thereof,  fliould 
be  infringed ;  and  that  if  any  thing  fliould  be  done  by  any  perfon 
contrary  thereto,  it  fliould  be  held  of  no  eSuSt, 

This  new  conftitution  diftered  greatly  from  the  original.  The 
governor  might  nominate  his  own  council,  and  he  was  left  fingle  in 
the  executive  part  of  the  government,  and  had  liberty  ;o  reftrain  the 
legiflativc,  by  refufing  his  alTent  to  their  bills.  The  AfTembly,  on 
the  other  hand,  acquired  the  important  privilege  of  propounding 
laws,  as  -well  as  of  amending  or  rejefting  them ;  but  though  thi» 
new  conftitution  was  thankfully  accepted  by  the  province,  it  wag 
rejedted  by  the  territories ;  and  affairs  flood  in  this  untoward  (late 
when  the  proprietary  failed  for  England.  The  reprefentatives  of  the 
province  and  thole  of  the  territories  divided,  and  a6led  as  two  dif- 
imA  bodies,  and  the  after  attempts  m  unite  them  proved  ineffediial. 

The  territories  conliikd  of  the  three  counties,  Newcaftle,  Kent, 
and  Sufl'ex  on  the  Delaware,  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  the 
three  Lcwer  Counties  on  the  Delavjare. 

From  tlte  time  of  Mr.  Penn's  departure  for  England  to  the  year 
1704,  the  difputes  in  this  province  ratt  high.  At  this  time  the  Af 
fembly  came  to  nine  refohitions,  which  were  lisimed  IaIo  a  remoa- 
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Ifarance,  and  {tat  to  Mr.  Penn  in  England,  under  the  title  of  "  Headf 
of  Complaint."  The  three  firft,  only  immediately  apply  to  himfeff  t 
the  next  five  to  officers  a^ing  under  hit  comniiflion ;  and  the  ninth 
is  an  injunction  to  him  not  to  furrender  the  government.  Thofe 
againft  himfelf  import,  ift.Tliat  by  hit  artificei,  the  feveral  charters 
panted  at  the  firft  fettling  of  tlie  province  were  defeated:  adly. 
That  the  power  of  diflblution  and  prorogation,  and  calling  Aflem- 
blies  by  his  writs,  granted  to  hit  prefent  and  former  deputies,  were 
eoatrary  to  the  faid  charter :  and  jdly.  That  he  had  received  great 
f\uns  of  money  when  lail  there,  for  negotiating  the  confirmation  of 
their  laws,  for  making  good  terms  for  the  people  of  the  province, 
and  eafing  his  friends  there  of  oatlu,  ice.  but  that  the  expected  be- 
nefits had  not  appeared.  The  two  firft  evidently  relate  to  the  alte- 
cations  effedted  by  the  charter  of  1701.  But  Dr.  Franklin  (in  his 
Hiftorical  Review)  after  comparing  the  privileges  they  had  given  up 
with  what  they  had  gained  by  that  charter,  admits,  that  "  upon  the 
ivhole,  there  was  much  more  rcufun  for  acknowledgments  than  com- 
plaints :"  and  with  refpc<^  to  the  laft,  it  docs  not  appear  that  the 
fums  received  were  not  faithfully  expended,  although  the  advan- 
tages they  were  intended  to  procure  might  not  appear  till  afterwards. 
The  other  heads  of  complaint  refer  to  defeats  in  the  conftitution, 
or  to  the  opinions,  extortions,  and  other  mal-prafticcs  of  fome  of 
the  officers  of  government,  for  which  the  proprietary  could  be  only 
chargeable  on  his  negle(^^  to  pay  proper  attention  to  thole  complaints ; 
wkich  does^  not  appear.  One  of  the  latter  complaints,  indeed,  is  at* 
tributed  to  his  refufal,  in  1701,  to  pnfs  a  bill  to  regulate  fees,  &c« 
but  the  circiimfiances  which  uttemkd,  and  might  juftify  that  refufal, 
are  not  ftated. 

This  violent  cliflenfion  happened  in  the  time  of  the  Deputy 'go- 
vernor Evans,  whofe  government  Dr.  Franklin  defcribes  as  *•  one 
continued  broil  from  the  beginning  of  tt  to  tlie  end."  But  as  it  is 
remarked  by  the  fame  author,  that  the  General  Afl*embly  in  two  or 
three  years  after,  alTiimtd  a  very  diiTerent  tone,  "  almoft  as  com- 
pl^fant  as  he  (the  deputy-governor)  could  wifti,"  it  is  prefumable, 
either  that  the  occafions  of  complaint  had  cenfed,  or  that  they  dif- 
fered with  their  predeccirors  in  opinion  of  their  having  ever  exiiled. 
That  at  leaft  they  were  greatly  exaggerated  is  cafy  to  believe,  when 
we  advert  to  the  circunidances  of  what  the  do£tor  calls  *'  this  tur- 
bulent period,"  wherein  lie  fays,  "  heat  kindled  heat  {  animofity  ex- 
cited animofity ;  and  each  party  rcfolving  to  be  always  in  the  nght, 
irew  often  both  in  the  wrong," 
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STATE    OF        ..,  J 

N  E  W- Y  O  R  K. 

SITUATION,  EXTENT,  &c. 

X  HIS  State  is  fituated  between  40®  40'  and  45®  north  latitude,  and 
5®  weft  and  1°  30'  eaft  longitude  from  Philadelphia.  Its  length  is 
about  three  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  and  its  breadth  about  three 
hundred.  It  is  bounded  fouth-eaftvvardly  by  the  Atlantic  ocean ; 
eaft  by  the  States  of  Connecticut,  MafTachufetts,  and  Vermont ;  north 
by  the  45th  degree  of  latitude,  which  divides  it  from  Canada ;  north- 
weftwardly  by  the  river  Iroquois,  or  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  lakes  On- 
tario and  Erie;  foqth-weft  and  fouth  by  Pennfylvania  and  New- 
Jerfey,  ; . 

FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY,  SEA  COAST,  &c. 

This  State,  to  fpeak  generally,  is  interfered  by  ridges  of  moun- 
tains running  in  a  north-eaft  and  fouth-weft  dire£tion.  Beyond  the 
Allegany  mountains,  however,  the  country  is  a  dead  level,  of  a  fine 
rich  foil,  covered  in  its  natural  ftate  with  maple,  beech,  birch,  cherry, 
black  walnut,  locufl,  hickory  and  fome  mulberry  trees.  On  the 
banks  of  lake  Erie  are  a  few  chefnut  and  oak  ridges.  Hemlock 
fwamps  are  interfperfed  thinly  through  the  country.  All  the  creeks 
that  empty  into  lake  Erie  have  falls  which  afford  many  excellent 
mill-feats. 

The  lands  between  the  Seneca  and  Cayuga  lakes  are  reprefented 
as  uncommonly  excellent,  being  moft  agreeably  diverfified  with  gen- 
tle riiings,  and  timbered  with  lofty  trees,  with  little  underwood. 
The  legiflature  of  this  State  have  granted  one  million  and  a  half  of 
acres  of  land  as  a  gratuity  to  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  the  line  >f 
this  State.  This  trad  is  bounded  weft  by  the  eaft  fliore  of  the  Se- 
neca lake,  and  the  Maffachufetts  lands  in  the  new  county  of  Ontario; 
north  by  part  of  lake  Ontario  near  fort  Ofwego ;  fouth  by  a  ridge  of 
the  Allegany  tnountains  and  the  Pennfylvania  lipcj  andeaft  by  theTuf- 
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caroro  Creek,  which  falls  nearly  into  the  middle  of  the  Oneida  lake, 

and  that  part  of  Montgomery  which  has  been  fettling  by  the  New- 

England  people  very  rapidly  lince  the  pCvicc. 

This  ple;i! ant  country  is  divided  into  twenty-five  townfliipsof  fixty 

thoufand  acres  each,  which  are  again  fubdivided  into  one  hundred 

convenient  farms,  of  fix  hundred  acres,  making  in  the  whole  two 

thoufand  five  hundred  farms. 

Eaft  of  the.  Allegany  mountains  the  country  is  broken  into  hills 

with  rich  intervening  vallies.    The  hills  are  clothed  thick  with  tim- 
ber, and  when  cleared,    afford  a  very  fine  pafture :    the  vallies, 

when  cultivated,    produce  wheat,    hemp,    flax,   peas,    grafs,  oats, 
and  Indian  corn.    The  r.vers  in  this  State  are  numerous. 

Hudfon's  river  is  one  of  the  largeft  and  fineft  in  the  United 
States  :  it  rifes  in  the  mountainous  country  between  the  lakes  Onta- 
rio and  Champlain.  In  its  courfe  fouth-eailerly  it  approaches  within 
fix  or  eight  miles  of  lake  George  ;  then,  after  a  fhort  courfe  eaft, 
turns  foutherly  and  receives  the  Socondaga  from  the  fouth-weft, 
which  heads  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mohawk  river.  The  courfe 
of  the  river  thence  to  New-York,  where  it  empties  into  York  bay, 
is  uniformly  fouth,  twelve  degrees,  or  fifteen  degrees  weft.  Its 
whole  length  is  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles ;  from  Albany 
to  lake  George  is  fixty-five  miles.  This  dillance,  the  river  is  navi- 
gable only  forbatteaux,  and  has  two  portages,  occafioned  by  falls,  of 
half  a  mile  each. 

The  banks  of  Hudfon's  river,  efpecially  on  the  weftern  fide,  as  far 
as  \hi  highi.m.  8  extend,  are  chiefly  rocky  cliffs.  The  paflTage  through 
the  highlands,  which  is  fixteen  miles,  affords  a  wild  romantic  fcene: 
in  this  narrow  pafs,  on  each  fide  of  which  the  niountaias  tower  to  a 
great  height,  the  wind,  if  there  be  any,  is  coUefled  and  compreffed, 
and  blows  continually  as  through  a  bellows:  veffels,  in  pailing 
through  it,  are  often  obliged  to  lower  their  fails.  The  bed  of  this 
river,  which  is  deep  and  fmoothto  an  aftoniiliing  diftance,  through  a 
hilly,  rocky  country,  and  even  through  ridges  of  fome  of  the  higheft 
mountains  in  the  United  States,  muft  undoubtedly  have  been  pro- 
duced by  fome  mighty  convulfion  in  nature.  The  tide  flows  a  few 
miles  above  Albaoy,  which  is  one  hundred  and  fixty  miles  from  New- 
York  :  it  is  navigable  for  floops  of  eighty  tons  to  Albany,  and  for 
iliips  to  Hudfon :  fliip  navigation  to  Albany  is  interrupted  by  a  num- 
ber of  iflands,  fix  or  eight  miles  below  the  city,  called  the  Over- 
Jlanght    It  is  in  contemplation  to  confine  the  river  to  one  channel,  by 
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which  means  the  channel  will  be  deepened,  and  the  difficulty  of  ap- 
proaching Albany  with  veflels  of  a  larger  fize  be  removed.  About 
fixty  miles  above  New-York  the  water  becomes  frefli.  The  river 
is  ftored  with  a  variety  of  fifti,  which  renders  a  fummer  paffage 
to  Albany  delightful  and  amufing  to  thofe  who  are  fond  of  angling. 

The  advantages  of  this  river  for  carrying  on  the  fur  trade  with 
Canada,  by  means  of  the  lakes,  have  been  already  mentioned  :*  its 
conveniencies  for  i'lternal  commerce  are  Angularly  great :  the  pro- 
duce of  the  remoteft  farms  is  cafily  and  fpeedily  conveyed  to  a  certain 
and  profitable  market,  and  at  the  loweft  expenfe ;  in  this  refpct% 
New. York  has  greatly  the  advantage  of  Philadelphia.  A  great  pro- 
portion of  the  produce  of  Pennfylvania  is  carried  to  market  in  wag- 
gons, over  a  great  extent  of  country,  fome  of  which  is  rough  ; 
hence  it  is  that  Philadelphia  is  crowded  with  waggons,  carts, 
horfes  and  their  drivers,  to  do  the  fame  bufinefs  that  is  done 
in  New-York,  where  all  the  produce  of  the  country  is  brought 
to  market  by  water,  viith  much  leff  fliew  and  parade.  But  Philadel- 
phia has  other  advantages,  which  will  be  mentioned  in  their  proper 
place,  to  compenfate  for  this  natural  defeft.  The  increafing  popu- 
Jation  of  the  fertile  lands  upon  the  northern  branches  of  the  Hudlbn 
mull  annually  iiicreafe  the  amazing  wealth  that  is  conveyed  by  its  wa^ 
ters  to  New-York  :  added  to  this,  the  ground  has  been  marked  out, 
the  level  afcertained,  a  company  incorporated,  by  the  name  of  "  The 
Prefident,  Directors,  and  Company  of  the  Northern  Inland  Lock 
Navigation,  in  the  State  of  New-York,"  and  funds  fubfcribed  for  the 
purpofe  of  cutting  a  canal  from  the  nenreft  approximating  point  of 
Hudfon's  river  to  South  bay,  which  empties  into  the  fouth  end  of 
lake  Champlain  :  the  diftance  is  eighteen  miles.  The  difference  of 
level  and  the  face  of  the  country  are  iuch,  as  to  juftify  a  belief  that 
the  opening  of  this  canal  will  not  be  Id's  practicable  than  ufeful. 

Saranac  river  pafles  through  PJattfburg  into  lake  Champlain :  it 
has  been  explored  nearly  thirty  miles,  and  there  found  equal  in  fize 
to  the  mouth.  In  this  river  is  the  greateft  abundance  of  fifli,  fuch  as 
falmon,  bafs,  pike,  pickerel,  trout,  &c. 

Sable  river,  not  far  from  the  Saranac,  is  fcarcely  fixty  yards  wide. 
On  this  ftream  are  remarkable  falls :  the  whole  defcent  of  the  water 
is  about  two  hundred  feet  in  feveral  pitches,  the  greateft  of  which  is 
forty  feet  perpendicular :  at  the  foot  of  it  the  water  is  unfathomable* 
A  large  pine  has  been  feen,  in  a  freflict,  to  pitch  over  endvi'ife,  and, 
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remain  fcveral  minutes  under  water.  The  ftream  is  confined  by 
high  rocks  on  either  fide,  a  fpace  of  forty  feet,  and  the  banks  at  the 
falls  are,  at  leaft,  as  many  feet  high.  In  a  frefliet  the  flood  wood  fre- 
quently lodges,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the  water  rifes  to  full  banks,  and 
then  burfts  away  its  obftru£lions  with  a  moft  tremendous  crafliing. 
The  Big  and  Little  Chazy  rivers  are  in  the  townfliip  of  Champlain, 
which  borders  on  the  Canada  line ;  both  are  navigable  fome  miles, 
the  former  fix  or  feven,  affording  good  mill  feats — feveral  mills  are 
already  ere£led.  The  Britifli  have  a  pod,  and  maintain  a  fmall  gar- 
rifon,  at  Point-au-fer  in  this  townfliip. 

The  river  Boquet  pafles  through  the  town  of  Wilfljorough,  in 
Clinton  county,  and  is  navigable  for  boats  about  two  miles,  and  is 
there  interrupted  by  falls,  on  which  are  mills.  At  this  place  are  the 
remains  of  an  entrenchment  thrown  up  by  General  Burgoyne.  tiere 
he  gave  his  famous  war  feaft  to  his  "  numerous  hoft  of  savages," 
and  here,  probably,  he  fiift  conceived  that  celebrated  proclamation 
which  he  afterwards  brought  forth* 

Black  river  rlfes  in  the  high  country,  near  the  fources  of  Canada 
Creek,  which  falls  into  Mohawk  river,  and  takes  its  courfe  north- 
weft,  and  then  north-caft,  till  it  difcharges  itfelf  into  Cataraqua,  or 
Iroquois  river,  not  far  from  Swegauchee :  it  is  faid  to  be  navigable 
for  batteaux  up  to  the  lower  falls,  fixty  miles,  which  is  diliant 
from  the  flourilhing  fettlement  of  Whiteftown  twenty-five  miles. 
The  whole  length  of  this  river  is  reckoned  at  one  hundred  and  twelve 
miles. 

Onondago  river  rifes  in  the  Oneida  lake,  runs  weftwardly  into 
lake  Ontario  at  Ofwego  :  it  is  navigable  for  boats  from  its  mouth  to 
the  head  of  the  lake,  feventy-iour  miles,  except  a  fall  which  occafions 
a  portage  of  twenty  yards,  thence  batteaux  go  up  Wood  creek  almoft 
to  Fort  Stanwix,  forty  miles,  whence  there  is  a  portage  of  amileto 
Mohawk  river.  Toward  the  head  waters  of  this  river  falmon  arc 
caught  in  great  quantities, 

Mohawk  river  rifes  to  the  northward  of  Fort  Stanwix,  about  eight 
miles  from  Black  river,  and  runs  fouthwardly  twenty  mile?  to  the  fort ; 
then  eaftvvard,  one  hundred  ami  ten  miles,  into  the  Huvlf)i}.  The  pro- 
duce that  is  conveyed  down  this  river  is  landed  at  Skene£lady,  and  is 
thence  carried  by  land  fixteen  miles,  over  a  barren  flirub  plain,  to 
Albany.  Except  a  portage  of  about  a  mile,  occafioned  by  the  little 
falls,  fifty-fix  miles  above  Skeneftady,  the  river  is  paflTable  for  boats 
from  Skeneftady  nearly  or  quite  to  its  fource.  The  perpendicular 
dcfcciit  of  thefc  falls  is  ellimated  at  forty-two  feet  in  the  courfe  of  one 
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mile ;  and  it  is  fuppofed,  they  might  be  locked  fo  as  to  be  rendered 
paflTable  for  boats  carrying  five  tons,    for  about  fifteen  thoufand 
pounds  currency.    The  Cohoez  in  this  river  are  a  great  curiolity  ; 
they  are  three  miles  from  its  entrance  into  the  Hudfon.    The  river  is 
labout  one  hundred  yards  wide,  the  rock  over  which  it  pours  as  over  a  mill 
dam,  extends  almoft  in  a  line  from  one  fide  of  tl*  river  to  the  other, 
and  is  about  thirty  feet  perpendicular  height.    Including  the  defcent 
above,    the  fall  is  as  much  as  fixty  or  feventy  feet ;  the  rocks  be- 
low, in  fome  places,  are  worn  many  feet  deep  by  the  conftant  fric- 
tion of  the  water.     The  view  of  this  tremendous  cataiaft  is  dimi- 
niflied  by  the  height  of  the  banks  on  each  fide  of  the  river.    About 
a  mile  below  the  falls  the  river  branches  and  forms  a  large  ifland ; 
but  the  two  mouths  may  be  feen  at  the  fame  time  from  the  oppofite 
bank  of  the  Hudfon  :  the  branches  are  fordable  at  low  water,  but  are 
dangerous.     A  company  by  the  name  of  "  The  Prefident,  Diredors, 
and  Company  of  the  VVeltcrn  Inland  Lock  Navigation,  in  the  State 
of  New-York,"  were  incorporated  by  the  legiflature  of  New-York, 
in  March,   1792,  for  the  purpofe  of  opening  a  lock  navigation  from 
the  now  navigable  part  of  Hudibn's  river,   to  be  extended  to  lake 
Ontario,,  and  to  the  Seneca  lake.    This  rout  has  been  furveyed  and 
found  practicable,  the  expenfe  eflimated,  and  the  funds  fubfcribed, 
and  the  work  is  to  be  executed  with  all  poffible  difpatch.    The  open- 
ing of  this  navigation  will  be  a  vaft  acquifition  to  the  commerce  of 
this  State.    A  fliore  of  at  leaft  one  thoufand  miles  in  length  will, 
in  confequence  of  it,  be  vvaflied  by  beatable  waters,  exclufiveof  all 
the  great  lakes,  and  many  millions  of  acres  of  excellent  tillage  land, 
rapidly  fettling,   will  be  accommodated  with  water  communication 
for  conveying  their  produce  to  market. 

Delaware  river  rifes  in  Lake  Utftayantho,  latitude  42^^  *  5',  and 
takes  its  courfe  fouth-weft,  until  it  crofles  into  Pennfylvania  in 
latitude  42* ;  thence  fouthwardly,  dividing  New- York  from  Penn- 
fylvania, until  it  ftrikes  the  north-weft  corner  of  New-Jerfey,  in 
latitude  41"  24';  and  then  pafles  off  to  fea,  through  Delaware  bay, 
having  New-Jerfey  on  the  eaft  fide,  and  Pennfylvania  and  Delaware 
on  the  weft. 

Sufquehannah,  E.  Branch,  river  has  its  fource  in  lake  Otfego,  lati- 
tude 42®  55',  from  which  it  takes  a  fouth-weft  courfe :  it  crofles  the 
line  which  divides  New-York  and  Pennfylvania  three  times,  the 
laft  time  near  Tyoga  Point,  where  it  receives  Tyoga  river.  Batteaux 
pafs  to  its  fource  ;  thence  to  Mohawk  river  is  but  twenty  miles,  ca- 
pable of  good  roads.  ^ 
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Tyoga  river  rifcs  in  the  Allegany  inountains,  in  about  latitude  4«*, 
runs  eaftwardly  and  empties  into  thf?  Sufquehannah  at  Tyoga  Point, 
in  latitude  4i"»  57'.   It  is  navigable  for  boats  about  fifty  miles. 

Seneca  river  rifes  in  the  Seneca  :ountry,  and  runs  eaftwardly,  and 
in  its  paffage  receives  the  waters  of  the  Seneca  and  Cayuga  lakes, 
vrhich  lie  north  an#fouth,  ten  or  twelve  miles  apart,  each  is  between 
thirty  and  forty  miles  in  length,  and  about  a  mile  in  breadth,  and 
empties  into  the  Oiiondago  river,  fourteen  miles  above  the  falls,  at  a 
place  called  Three  Rivers.  From  Three  River  point  to  Onondago 
lake,  up  Seneca  river,  is  twelve  miles.  Within  half  a  mile  of  this 
lake  a  fait  fpring  ifliics  from  the  ground,  the  water  of  which  is  falter 
than  that  of  the  ocean :  it  conftantly  emits  water  in  fufficient  quan- 
tity for  works  of  any  extent :  it  is  probable  the  whole  country  will  be 
fupplied  with  fait  from  this  fpring,  and  at  a  very  cheap  rate.  This 
fpring  is  the  property  of  the  State.  This  river  is  navigable  for 
boats  from  the  lakes  downwards. 

Cheneflee  river  rifes  near  the  fource  of  the  Tyoga,  and  runs 
northwardly  by  the  Cheneflee  caftle  and  flats,  and  empties  into  lake 
Ontario,  eighty  miles  eaft  of  Niagara  fort.  On  this  river  is  one  fet 
of  large  falls,  not  far  from  its  junftion  with  lake  Ontario.  The  in- 
habitants improve  thefe  falls  to  good  purpoie,  by  the  eredtion  of  mills 
upon  them. 

The  north-eaft  branch  of  the  Allegany  river  heads  in  the  Allegany 
mountains,  near  the  fource  of  the  Tyoga,  and  runs  directly  weft  until 
it  is  joined  by  a  larger  branch  from  the  fouthward,  which  rifes  near 
the  weft  branch  of  the  Sufquehannah :  their  junftion  is  on  the  line  be- 
tween Pennfylvania  and  New-York.  From  this  junftion  the  river 
purfues  a  north-weft  courle,  leaving  a  fegment  of  the  river  of  about 
fifty  miles  in  length,  in  the  State  of  New-York,  thence  it  proceeds  in 
a  circuitous  fouth-weft  direilion,  until  it  crofles  into  Pennfylvania, 
from  thence  to  its  entrance  into  the  Mifliflippi ;  it  has  already  been 
defcribed. 

There  are  few  fifli  in  the  rivers,  but  in  the  brooks  are  plenty  of 
trout ;  and  in  the  lakes,  yellow  perch,  fun-fifli,  falmon  trout,  cat- 
fifli,  and  a  variety  of  others. 

From  this  account  of  the  rivers,  it  is  eafy  to  conceive  the  excel- 
lent advantages  for  conveying  produce  to  market  from  every  part  of 
the  State. 

The  fettlements  already  made  in  this  State,  are  chiefly  upon  two 
narrow  oblongs,  extending  from  the  city  of  New -York,  call  and 
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fiorth.  The  one  eaft,  is  Long-Ifland,  which  ii  one  hundred  and 
forty  miles  long,  narn)vv,  and  furrounded  by  the  fea.  The  one  ex- 
tending north  is  about  forty  miles  in  breadth,  and  bife^ted  by  tlio 
Hudfon ;  and  fuch  is  the  iuterfcflion  of  the  whole  State  by  the 
branches  of  the  Hudfon,  the  Delaware,  the  Sufqnehannijh,  and  other 
rivers  ivhich  have  been  mentioned,  that  there  are  few  placet  through- 
out its  whole  extent,  that  are  more  than  fifteen  or  twenty  luilct  from 
Ibme  boatable  or  navigable  ftream. 

York  bay,  which  is  nine  miles  long  and  four  broad,  fpreadi  to 
the  fouthward  before  the  city  of  New-York.  It  is  formed  by  the 
confluence  of  the  Eaft  and  Hudfon's  rivers,  and  embofoms  ievcitd 
fmall  iflands,  of  which  Governor's  ifland  is  the  principal :  it  commu- 
nicates with  the  ocean  through  the  Narrtnviy  between  Staten  and 
Long-lflands,  which  are  fcarcely  two  miles  wide.  The  pall'age  up  to 
New- York  and  Sandy-Hook,  the  point  of  land  that  extends  farthcft 
into  the  fea,  is  fafe,  and  not  above  twenty  miles  in  length.  The 
common  navigation  is  between  the  eaft  and  weft  banks,  in  about 
twenty-two  feet  water.  There  is  a  light-houfe  at  Sandy-Hook  on  a 
peninfula  from  the  Jerfey  fliore. 

South  bay  lies  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  north  of  the  northern  bend  ill 
Hudfon's  river :  at  its  north  end  it  receives  Wood  Creek  from  the 
fouth,  which  is  navigable  feveral  miles,  and  lined  with  fuie  mea- 
dows ;  loon  after  it  mingles  its  waters  with  £aft  bay,  which  ftretchei 
eaftward  into  Vermont.  At  the  junction  of  thefe  bays  commence* 
another  bay  or  lake,  from  half  a  mile  to  a  mile  wide,  whofe  banks  are 
fteep  hills,  or  cliffs  of  rocks,  generally  inacceflible.  At  Ticonderoga 
this  bay  receives  the  waters  of  lake  George  from  the  fnuth-weft, 
through  a  large  brook,  which  rolls  down  a  gentle  declivity,  at  the 
foot  of  which  were  formerly  a  fet  of  faw  mills.  The  waters  of 
lake  George  are  one  hundred  feet  higher  than  thofe  of  the  bay. 

Oneida  lake  lies  about  twenty  miles  weft  of  Fort  Stanwix,  and  ex- 
tends weftward  abont  thirty  miles. 

Salt  lake  is  fmall,  and  empties  into  Seneca  river  foon  after  iti 
junftion  with  the  Onondago  river,  about  twelve  miles  from  Three 
River  point.  This  lake  is  ftrongly  impregnated  with  laline  particles, 
which  circumftance  gave  rife  to  i*s  name.  The  Indians  make  their 
fait  from  it. 

Lake  Otfego,  at  the  head  of  Sufquehannah  river,  is  about  nine 
miles  long  and  narrow,  perhaps  not  more  than  a  mile  wide.    The 

land 
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]:tnd  on  the  banks  of  this  lake  ii  vety  good,  and  the  cultivation  of  it 

eafyr.         '  ^     ii  >     ;. 

Caniaderago  lake  is  nearly  as  large  as  lake  Otfcgo,  and  fix  mrlcs 
weft  of  it.     A  flream,  by  the  name  of  Oaks  creek,  iffucs  from  it, 
and  falls  into  the  Sufquehannah  river,  ahont  five  miles  below  Otfego, . 
The  beft  chccfe  in  the  State  of  New- York  is  faid  to  be  made  upon  the 
borders  of  the  creek. 

Chatoqne  lake  is  the  fource  of  Conawongo  river,  which  empties 
into  the  Allegany  :  the  lower  end  of  it,  whence  tho  river  proceeds, 
is  in  latitude  42°  10' ;  from  thence  to  its  head  is  about  twenty-five 
miles.  From  the  north-weft  part  of  this  to  lake  Erie  is  nine  milesi 
ajid  was  once  a  communication  ufcd  by  the  French. 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  mountains,  in  Orange  county,  is  a  very 
valuable  traft  called  ihe  Droivttrd  Larttis,  containing  abci*:  forty  or 
fifty  thoufand  acres.  The  waters,  which  defcend  frcir  the  fur» 
roundhig  hills,  being  but  llowly  difcharged  by  the  river  iffuing  from 
it,  cover  thefe  vaft  meadows  every  winter,  and  render  them  extremely 
fertile;  but  they  expofe  the  inhabitants  in  the  vicinity  to  intermit- 
tents.  The  Walkhill  river,  which  paflTcs  through  this  extenfive  am- 
phibifftts  traft,  and  emptits  into  Hudfon's  river,  is  in  the  fpringfto- 
red  with  very  large  eels  In  great  plenty.  The  bottom  of  this  river  is 
a  broken  rock  ;  and,  it  is  fuppofed,  that  j'or  two  thoufand  pounds 
the  channel  might  be  deepened  lo  as  to  let  off  all  the  waters  from  the 
meadows,  and  thereby  redeem  from  the  floods  a  large  traft  of  riclj 
laud,  for  grafi),  hemp,  and  Indian  corn. 


SOIL  AND  PRODUCTIONS. 

Befides  the  trees  already  mentioned,  there  are  in  various  parts  of 
this  State,  the  feveial  kinds  of  oak,  fuch  as  white,  red,  yellow, 
black,  and  chefnut  oak  ;  white,  yellow,  fpnice,  and  pitch  pines ; 
.  cedar,  fir-tree,  butternut,  afpin,  commonly  called  poplar,  white 
\v<x)d,  which  in  Pennfylvania  is  called  poplar,  and  in  England  the 
tulip  tree,  rock,  maple,  the  linden  tree,  which,  with  tlie  white- 
wood,  grows  on  the  low  rich  ground,  the  button  wood,  fluub-cran- 
berry,  the  fruit  of  wliich  hangs  in  clufters  like  grapes  as  large  as 
cherries ;  this  flu  ub  too  grows  on  low  ground.  Eefides  thefe  is  the 
fumach,  which  bears  clufters  of  red  ben  ics  :  the  Indians  chew  the 
leaves  inftcad  of  tobacco  ;  the  berries  are  ufed  in  dyes.  Of  the  com- 
modities produced  from  culture,  wheat  is  tlie  ftaple.  Of  this  article 
in  wheat  and  flour,  equivalent  to  one  millioa  bufliels  are  yearly  ex- 
ported* 
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ported.  Indian  corn  and  peas  are  likewife  raifed  for  exportation ; 
and  rye,  oats,  barley,  &c.  for  home  confumption. 

Infome  parts  of  the  State  large  dairies  are  kept,  which  furnifti  for 
the  market,  butter  and  cheefe.  The  beft  lands  in  this  State  which 
:nre  tltofe  that  lie  along  the  Mohawk  river,  and  north  of  it,  and  weft 
of  the  Allegany  mountains,  are  yet  mollly  in  a  flute  of  nature,  but 
are  moft  rapidly  fettling. 

The  county  of  Clinton,  in  the  moft  northern  part  of  the  State,  on 
lake  Champlain  and  lake  George,  lies  about  midway  between  Qiie- 
bec  and  New-York,  and  from  two  hundred  and  thirty  to  two  hundred 
and  forty  miles  from  each,  and  is  fettled  by  about  two  thoufand  in- 
habitants. A  great  proportion  of  the  lands  in  this  country  are  of  an 
excellent  quality,  and  produce  in  abundance  the  varioiv  kinds  of 
grain  cultivated  in  other  parts  of  the  State.  The  inhabitants  manu- 
fafture  earthen  ware,  pot  and  pearl  afl),  in  large  quantities,  which 
they  export  to  New- York  or  Quebec. — Their  wool  is  of  a  better  qua- 
lity than  that  which  is  produced  in  more  fouthern  climates ;  their  beef 
and  pork  is  fecond  to  none ;  and  the  price  of  (iall-fed  beef  in  Montreal, 
diftant  fixty  miles  from  Flattft>urg,  is  fuch  as  to  encourage  the  far- 
mers to  drive  their  cattle  to  that  market.  Their  forefts  fupply  them 
with  fugar  and  molaiTes,  as  every  family,  with  no  more  implements 
than  are  neceflary  for  common  ufe,  can  make  a  fufficiency  for  its  own 
confumption,  and  that  at  a  feafon  when  the  farmer  can  be  no  other- 
wife  employed.  The  foil  is  well  adapted  to  the  culture  of  hemp. 
The  land  carriage  from  any  part  of  the  countr}',  in  tranfporting 
their  produce  to  New-York,  does  not  exceed  eighteen  miles.  The 
carrying  place  at  Ticonderoga  is  one  niile  and  a  half ;  and  from 
Fort  George,  at  the  fouth  end  of  the  lake  of  the  fame  name,  to  Fort 
Edward,  is  about  fourteen  miles ;  after  which  there  are  two  or  three 
fmall  obflru^ions  by  falls,  which  are  about  to  be  removed  by  the 
proprietors  of  the  northern  canal.  From  this  country  to  Qiiebec  are 
annually  fent  large  rafts,  the  rapids  at  St.  John's  and  Chawblee  being 
the  only  interruption  in  the  navigation,  and  thofe  not  fo  great  but 
that  at  ifome  feafons,  batteaux  with  fixty  bufliels  of  fait  can  afcend 
them.  At  fome  diftance  from  the  fea,  fait  is  fold  at  half  a  dollar  a 
bufliel.  ~ ,  ,      '    ,  ,  , 

In  the  northern  and  unfettled  parts  of  the  State  are  plenty  of 
moofe  deer,  bears,  fome  beavers,  martins,  and  moft  other  inhabi- 
tants of  the  foreft,  except  wolves.  Ducks,  growfe,  pigeons,  and 
fifli  of  many  kinds,   and  particularly  falmon,    are  taken  in  great 

Vol.  II.  R  r  abundance 
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abundance  in  different  parts,  and  efpecially  in  the  county  of  Clintorii 
At  the  mouth  of  Saranac  river,  which  falU  litto  Chnmplitin,  the  fiiU 
mon  are  found  in  fuch  plenty,  that  it  is  ufuiil  to  take  four  or  Ave 
hundred  in  a  day  with  fprars  and  fmall  froop  neti.  Thry  nr« 
Caught  from  May  till  November,  and  make  cxcclkiil  fiilted  provi- 
fions,  and  every  cottager,  by  fpcnding  an  hour  In  tito  evening,  may 
obtain  a  fuilicient  fiipply  fur  his  fanuiy. 

ROADS  AND  BRIDGES.        ,    ',       ,     ' 

The  roads  in  this  State  have  been  in  general  but  iiidiflTerently  attended 
to  till  within  the  two  or  three  laft  years.  The  legillaturc,  convlutcd  of 
the  importance  of  attending  to  the  miittcr,  iind  piTliApn  iVimulnted 
by  the  cnterprizing  and  aftive  Pcnnlylvanians,  who  nm  aimpetltorsi 
for  the  trade  of  the  wcftern  countrj',  have  Intcly  granted  vtcy  liberal 
films  towards  improving  thofe  roads  that  travtrle  the  molt  fettled 
parts  of  the  country,  and  opening  fuch  as  lend  into  the  wcftem  and 
northern  parts  of  the  State,  uniting,  as  far  ai  portible,  the  cftablifh* 
tnents  on  the  ITu.ifon  river,  and  thti  moft  jiopulouu  part*  of  tho  In- 
terior country  by  the  ncareft  prafticable  dirtanccs,  A  port  rcf^iilarly 
rides  from  Albany  to  t!ie  ClicncfTce  river,  onco  n  fortnight,  through 
VVhitcftown,  Geneva,  Canadaqua,  CanawarjtuG,  and  Wiili.imihurgh, 
on  the  Cheneflle  river.  By  this  cftiiblilhnictit  a  fufc  nw\  i\\fcf\  ( on- 
reyance  is  opened  between  the  moft  interior  parts  of  the  United 
Slates  to  the  weft,  and  the  feveral  States  in  the  Unioi»,        ^' 

A  grand  road  was  opened  through  Clinton  coijnty,  which  Ijordcru 
tfpon  Canada,  in  the  year  1790,  under  the  direction  of  a  Mr.  Rogers, 
of  Duchefs  county,  and  after  him  called  Rogers'*  rond.  'This  road 
idds  greatly  to  the  convenience  and  fafefy  of  travel lln/^  between 
the  State  6f  New-York  and  Canada,  efpecially  in  the  wlnt«r,  when 
faffing  the  lakes  on  ice  is  ofteiH  da!><j;crou4,  nud  olwoys  uncomfofii 
table.' M'i-   ^■■■r'J<^    ..'.;■'  :.  „;l     ...  .^•.  >,      ■ 

'V  a' road  alfohasb«en  lately  cut  from  Katt's.kill,  on  the  Hiidfon, 
trcftwardly,  which  pnfles  near  OwafcO  lake. 

A  bridge^  called  Staat's  bridge,  two  hundred  and  fifty  f^ct  lont;, 
and  of  a  fuffic'ent  width  to  admit  two  cairinjres  jibiciirt,  has  intcly 
been  thrown  acrofs  Abram's  creek,  which  falls  into  th«  Hiidfoii  riser, 
ifear  the  ciry  of  Hudfon,  by  which  a  lommunicrition  with  tho 
conntry,  in  a  new  dire(f^ion,  is  opened  from  the  city  of  Hudfon  j  and 
VdJft:  nee  faved  of  four  or  five  miles  in  the  main  poft  ruad  from  New* 
*5fcrk  to  Albany.         ''"'  "j  > 

'  •  ■      •  8kati« 
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Skaticook  bridge,  in  the  toi\n  of  that  name,  ten  nailei  from  Laa- 

finbiirgh,  is  an  ingenious  (lni6turc,  built  at  the  private  cxpcnie  of 

an  cnterpnfiug  and  liberal  gemleman.    It  coft  oae  tbeuii|u>4  (our 

hundred  ponndi  currency.  .     ^  .•.    .    , 

.   The  Icgr  laturc  of  tliis  State  have  granted  three  thoufand  poundi 

to  build  a  bridge  over  the  iprouta  of  Mohawk  river,  whenever  th^ 

fum  of  one  thouiund  pounils  dull  be  fubfcribcd  and  paid.    Thi^ 

bridge  will  be  one  of  the  longcft  in  America,  and  will  open  a  dire£^ 

cummunication  to  a  very  cxtciifne  country,  incrcaiing  faft  inpo- 

piilatioU|  in  the  north-vveftui  n  parts  of  the  State. 

.    '  ...  .  ^ 

MEDICINAL  SPRINGS. 

The  moft  noted  fprings  in  this  State  are  thofe  of  Saratoga :  they 
arc  eight  or  nine  in  number,  fituated  in  the  margin  of  a  marili, 
formed  by  a  branch  of  KayadarolTora  creek,  about  twelve  miles  weft 
from  the  confluence  of  Filh  creek  and  Hudfon's  river.  They  are 
furroundcd  by  a  rock  of  a  peculiar  kind,  formed  by  pctrlfadions. 
One  of  them,  however,  more  particularly  attracts  the  attention  j  it 
fifes  above  the  furface  of  the  earth  Ave  or  fix  feet,  in  the  form  of  a 
pyramid.  The  aperture  in  the  top,  which  difcovers  the  water,  is 
jJcrfeAly  cylindrical,  of  about  nine  inches  diameter.  In  this  the  wa- 
ter I9  about  twelve  inches  below  the  top,  except  at  tlic  time  of  its 
annual  difcharge,  which  is  comipoaly  in  the  beginning  of  fummcr. 
At  all  times  it  appears  to  be  in  as  great  agitation  as  if  boiling  in  a 
pot,  although  it  is  extremely  cold.  The  fame  appearances  obtain  ia 
the  other  fpriags,  except  that  the  furrounding  rocks  aic  of  difFereat 
figures,  and  the  water  flows  regularly  from  them. 

By  obfervation  and  experiment,  the  principal  impregnation  of  the 
water  is  found  to  be  a  fuilile  acid,  which  is  predominant  in  the  taAe. 
It  is  alfo  ftrongly  impiei;nntcd  with  a  faline  fubftance,  which  is  very 
difcernible  in  the  talte  of  the  water,  and  in  the  tade  and  imdl  of  the 
petrified  matter  about  it.  From  the  corrofive  and  dilTolving  nature 
of  the  acid,  the  water  acquires  a  chalybeate  property,  and  receives 
into  its  compofition  a  portion  of  calcareous  earth,  which,  when  fepa- 
rated,  refembles  an  impure  magnefia.  As  the  different  fprings  have 
no  cfTcntial  variance  in  the  nature  of  their  waters,  but  the  proportion? 
of  the  chalybeate  impregnation,  it  is  rendered  probable  that  they  are 
derived  from  one  common  fource,  but  flo>v  in  feparatc  channels, 
where  they  have  connexion  with  metallic  bodies  in  greater  or  lefs 
proportions.    The  ftoraachs  of  feme  females,  however,  are  fo  dcli- 

R  r  »  catc. 


IS 


508  GENERAL   DESCRIPTION 

cate,  as  to  perceive  a  difference  in  the  eiFe6t  and  operation  of  (he 
different  fprtngs. 

The  prodigious  quantity  of  air  contained  in  this  water  makes  ano- 
ther diftinguifliing  property  of  it.  This  air,  ftriving  for  enlarge* 
jncntf  produces  the  fermentation  and  violent  aftion  of  the  water  be* 
fore  defcribed.  After  the  water  has  flood  a  fmall  time  in  an  open 
veffel,  for  no  tigh^one  will  contain  it,  the  air  efcapes,  the  water  be- 
comes vapid,  and  lofes  all  that  life  and  pungency  which  diftinguifties 
it  when  ffrft  taken  from  the  pool.  The  particles  of  diflblved  earth  are 
depofited  as  the  water  iiows  off,  which,  with  the  combination  of 
the  falts  and  fixed  air,  concrete  and  form  the  rocks  about  the 
Iprings. 

As  to  the  quality  of  thefe  medicinal  fprings,  to  nioft  people  who 
drink  the  waters,  they  are  at  firft  very  difagreeable,  having  a  ftrong, 
brackilh,  briny  tafte ;  but  ufe  in  a  great  meafitre  takes  off  the  nrule- 
oufnefs,  and  renders  them  palatable,  and  to  many  very  grateful. 
Upon  a  few  they  operate  as  an  emetic ;  upon  moft  as  cathartic  and 
diuretic.  They  may  be  taken  in  very  large  quantities  without  fen- 
iible  injury,  or  difagreeable  operation. 

The  following  curious  experiments  made  on  thefe  waters^  are  ex* 
trafted  from  Dr.  Mitchell's  Journal :  •    '  .1      .  .        .    , 

•*  A  young  turkey  held  a  few  inches  above  the  water  in  the  crater 
of  the  lower  fpring,  was  thrown  into  convutfions  in  lefs  than. half  a 
minute,  and  gafping,  flievved  figns  of  approaching  death  ;  but  on 
removal  from  that  place,  and  expofure  to  the  frelli  air,  revived  and 
became  lively.  On  immerfion  again  for  a  minute  in  the  gas,  the  bird 
was  taken  out  languid  and  motionlefs.  >         <^  > 

"  A  fmall  dog  put  into  the  fame  cavity,  and  made  to  breathe  the 
contained  air,  was,  in  lefs  than  one  minute,  thrown  into  conrulfive 
motions,  made  to  pant  for  breath,  and,  lalHy,  to  lofe  entirely  the 
power  to  cry  or  move ;  when  taken  out,  he  was  too  weak  to  ftand, 
but  foon,  in  the  common  air,  acquired  flrength  enough  to  rrie  and 
ftaggeraway. 

'  "  A  trout  recently  caught,  and  brifkly  fwimming  in  a  pail  of  brook 
water,  was  carefully  put  into  a  veffel  juft  filled  from  the  fpring,  the 
fifli  was  inftantly  agitated  with  violent  convulfions,  gradually  loft  the 
capacity  to  move  and  poife  itfelf,  grew  ftupid  and  iitfenfible,  and  in 
«  few  minutes  was  dead. 
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**  A  candle  repeatedly  lighted,  and  let  down  near  the  fur£ice  of  th« 
water,  was  fuddenly  extinguiihed,  aad  not  a  veftige  of  light  or  fira 
remained  on  the  wirk. 

•>:  **  A  bottle  filled  with  the  water  and  ihaken,  emits  fuddenly  a  larg« 

(]uantity  of  aerial  matter,  that  either  forces  out  the  cork,  or  makes  a 

way  befide  or  through  it,  or  burfts  the  veilel.  •  >■-•  v;   ■    -v-ivj 

*'  A  quantilty  of  wheaten  flour  moiftened  with  this  water,    and 

kneaded  into  dough,  when  made  into  cakes  and  pnt  into  a  baking 

pan,  rofe,  during  the  application  of  heat,  into  a  light  and  fpongy 

bread,  without  the  aid  of  yeaft  or  leaven  :  from  which  it  appears, 

that  the  air  extricated  from  the  water  a  precifely  fimilar  to  that  pro* 

duced  by  ordinary  fermentation.  •  f  v"  / •' 

**  Some  lime  water,  made  of  ftalafthes  brought  from  tbefubterra- 

nean  cave  at  Rhynebec,  became  immediately  turbid  on  mixture  with 

the  fpring  water,  but  when  the  water  had  been  lately  drawn,  the  pre* 

cipitate  was  quickly  re-diflblved. 

**  Some  of  the  rock  furrounding  the  fpring,  on  being  put  into  the 
fire,  calcined  to  quick-lime  and  flaked  very  well.  » 

*'  When  the  the  aerial  matter  has  evaporated,  the  water  lofes  its 
tranfparency,  and  lets  fall  n  calcareous  fediment :  whence  it  it 
evident  that  the  gas  is  aeriul  acid,  that  the  rock  is  limeftone,  and 
that  by  means  of  the  former,  the  water  becomes  capable  of  dif- 
folving  and  conveying  the  latter." 

Great  numbers  of  people,  under  a  variety  of  maladies,  refort  to 
thefe  fprings,  and  many  find  relief,  and  a  confiderable  number  a  coir/- 
plete  cure,  particularly  in  bilious  diforders,  fait  rheum,  and  rdaxth 
tions.  But  as  the  waters  are  unfriendly  and  even  fatal  in  fome  di& 
orders,  they  ought  to  be  ufed  under  the  direction  of  a  phyfician 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  qualities  of  the  waters,  and  the  dif- 
eafes  of  the  patient.  I'^iiorant  of  the  fuitablenefs  of  the  waters  to 
their  coirplaints,  many  tiave  imprudently  thrown  away  their  lives  iq 
the  ufe  of  them.  -*.  =.  i 

New-Lebanon  Ipr'ngs  arc  next  in  celebrity  to  thofe  of  Saratoga. 
New-Lebanon  is  a  pleafnnt  village,  fituated  partly  in  a  vale,  and 
partly  on  the  declivity  of  hills.  The  pool  is  fituated  on  a  com- 
manding eminence,  overlooking  the  valley,  and  furrounded  with  ^ 
few  houfes,  wtiich  afford  but  indifferent  accommodations  for  the  va'* 
letudinarians  who  refort  here  in  fearch  of  health.  The  waters  have 
an  agreeable  temperature,  and  are  not  uupleafant  to  the  lafle.  From 
llie  experiments  of  Df-  Mitchell  it  appears,  that  the  water  contains  no 
.   >  iron. 
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icon,  ao  lime,  no  neutral  fait,  no  fixed  air^  no  other  acid ;  that  (eap 
onites  very  well  lyith  the  water*  makeiagood  lather*  and  ii  excel<> 
lent  for  bleaching  cloths ;  that  the  ipring  il  a  7lurm0t  and  haa 
plenty  of  iime-ftone  in  iti  neighbourhood.  Iti  warmth  is  fo  confide- 
rid^»  that  during  the  coolncfs  of  the  morning*  even  in  Auguft*  cO' 
pious  vapours  are  emitted  by  the  pool,  and  the  ftream  which  ifliiea 
from  it,  for  a  condUerabie  diftance }  but  the  evaporated  matter  has 
fio  peculiar  odour.  From  all  which  particulars  taken  together*  thii 
theory  rationally  rofults ;  a  quantity  of  iron  and  brimfionc,  fome# 
ythtxc  within  the  mountain*  are*  by  reafon  of  their  chemical  affinity^ 
in  the  ad:  of  combining  into  martial  pyrittf.  During  their  a^ioo 
upon  each  otluT,  heat  is  produced,  and  purt  air  is  abforbed.  The 
Avater  running  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  bed  of  pyrites  borrows 
ibme  of  its  heat,  and  receives  alio  that  part  of  the  atmofpheric  fluid 
which  renrains  nfter  the  cunfumption  of  the  pure  air,  i.  e.  foulj  or 
azotic  gas.  But  as  the  heat  is  excited  in  the  bowels  of  a  calcareous 
jnountain,  ithappeng,  that  by  the  combination  of  the  lime/lone  wit  ha 
very  fmdl  portion  of  the  j'ulphur^  a  calcartoui  hepar  is  formtdf  which 
ilying  oifin  the  form  of  ibrpatic gas,  gives  an  exceedingly  flight  tinc- 
ture to  the  water  of  the  pool.  Thefc  waters  are  ufed  with  fuccefs,  it 
is  faid,  in  fcorbutic  and  rheumatic  difeafes*  fait  rheums,  &c.  but  are 
peinicious  to com'umptivc  pcrfons.  r 

In  the  new  town  of  Rcnflhllaer,  nearly  oppoflte  to  the  city  of  Al- 
bany, a  mediciiiHl  f|)ring  has  lately  been  difcovered,  combining  moft 
jo{  tl;e  valuable  properties  of  the  celebrated  waters  of  Saratoga. 
Should  further  CKpet  imcnts  confirui  tlie  favourable  opinion  already 
entertained  of  this  fpi  iny,  it  will  prove  a  fortunate  difcovery  for  the 
city  of  Albany,  and  for  the  country  adjoining,  as  well  as  for  the  in- 
valids who  annually  refurt  to  baratoga,  under  many  inconvenienciea 
and  at  a  grrat  expenj'e. 

The  fait  fprings  we  have  already  mentioned.  The  weight  of  4 
buAicl  of  the  lalt  made  of  thefe  waters  is  fifty*fix  pounds*  and  is  equal 
iiigoodiiefs  to  that  iiTiported  from  Turks  ifland. 

This  Slate  tmbofonjs  vaft  quantities  of  iron  ore.  Nnturalifls  ob- 
ferve  that  ore,  in  fwamps  and  poudy  ground*  vegetates  and  in- 
.nieafes.  There  is  a  ftlver  mine  at  Philiplburgh*  which  produces 
virgin  filver.  I^ad  is  foinid  in  Hcrkemer  county,  and  fulphur  in 
Montgomery.  Spar,  '/ink,  or  fpcltcr,  a  femi-metal,  magnez,  ufed 
.in  glazings*  pyrites  of  a  golden  hue,  various  kinds  of  copper  ore, 
and  lead  and  coal  mincb^  are  ^ouod  in  this  StatCi    Aifo  jpetrtfied 
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^ood,  plafter  of  Paris,  ifinglafs  in  (heets,  talc  dnd  crrflals  bf  varion* 
kinds  and  colours,  flinty  albefloi,  and  feveral  other  folTils.  A  fmaH 
black  ftone  has  alfo  been  found,  vVhich  vitrifies  with  a  fmali  heat^ 
and,  it  is  faid,  makes  e:!icellent  glais. 

.,       ISLANDS.      :  ,,.;     .  ,j  ,^^■lu  iWUt 

There  are  three  iflands  of  notfc  belonging  to  this  State;  vie.  Ydrk- 
Ifland,  which  will  be  hereafter  defcribed,*  Long-lfland  and  Steten^ 
Ifland. 

Long-lfland  extends  one  hundred  and  forty  miles,  and  lertniflatek 
with  Montauk  point.  It  is  not  more  than  ten  miles  in  breadth  on  ii 
inedium,  and  is  feparated  from  Connecticut  by  Long-lfland  foUnd. 
The  ifland  is  divided  into  three  counties;  King's,  Queen's  and 
Suffolk.         '  ■•  ■■* 

King's  county  lies  at  the  weft  end  of  Long-lfland,  oppofite  New^ 
York,  and  is  not  above  ten  miles  long  and  eight  broad }  the  inhabi>- 
tants  are  principally  Dutch  and  live  well ;  it  contains  a  number  Of 
pleafant  villages,  of  which  Flatbufli,  Brooklyn  and  Bedfoid,  are  the 
principal.  v  • . 

Queen's  county  lies  next  to  King's  as  you  proceed  eaftward  ;  it  ik 
about  thirty  miles  long  and  twelve  broad.  Jamaica,  NeWfoWift, 
Hampftead,  in  which  is  a  handfomecourf-houfe,  and  Oyftef-bay,  are 
the  principal  villages  in  this  county. 

Suffolk  county  is  about  one  hundred  miles  long  and  ten  broad,  afkd 
comprehends  all  the  eaftem  part  of  the  ifland  and  feveral  little  iflandii 
adjoining,  viz.  Shelter  ifland,  Fiflier's  ifland,  Plum  ifland,  and  thfc 
Ifle  of  Wight.  Its  principal  towns  are  Huntington,  Sonthamptoli, 
Smithtown,  Brook-Haven,  Eaft-Hampton,  in  which  is  the  academy^ 
Southhold  and  Bridge-Hampton. 

The  fouth  fide  of  the  ifland  is  flat  land,  of  a  light  fandy  foil,  bcr- 
dered  on  the  fca  coaft  with  large  tradts  of  lalt  meadow,  extiending 
from  the  weft  point  of  the  ifland  to  Southampton  ;  this  foil,  how- 
ever, is  well  calculated  for  raifing  grain,  efpecially  Indian  corn.  The 
north  fide  of  the  ifland  is  hilly  and  of  a  ftrong  foil,  adapted  to  the 
culture  of  grain,  hay,  and  fruit.  A  ridge  of  hills  extends  from  Ja- 
maica to  Southhold.  Large  herds  of  cattle  feed  upon  Hampftead 
plain,  and  on  the  fait  marflies  upon  the  louth  fide  of  the  ifland. 

Hampftead  plain,  in  Queen's  county,  is  a  curiofity ;  it  is  fixteeh 

miles  in  length,  eaft  and  weft,  and  feven  or  eight  miles  wide ;  the 

foil  is  black,  and  to  appearance  rich,  and  yet  it  was  never  known  to 

have 
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have  any  natural  growth,  except  a  kind  of  wild  grafs  and  a  few  (hrub». 
It  is  frequented  by  vaft  numbers  of  plover.  Rye  grows  tolerably 
«vell  on  fome  parts  of  the  plain.  The  moil  of  it  lies  common  for 
cattle,  horfes,  and  iheep.  As  there  is  nothing  to  impede  tlie  prof- 
peiS  in  the  whole  length  of  this  plain,  it  has  a  curious  but  tirefome 
effect  upon  the  eye,  not  unlike  that  of  the  ocean. 
.  Eaft  of  this  plain,  on  the  middle  of  the  iiland,  is  comparatively  a 
iMrren  heath,  overgrown  with  flirub  oaks  and  pines,  amongft  which 
it  is  fuppofed  there  are  feveral  thoufand  deer.  It  is  frequented  alfo 
by  a  great  number  of  growfe,  a  very  delicious  bird.  Laws  have 
been  palTed  for  the  prefervation  of  thefe  birds  and  the  deer. 

It  is  rejparkable,  that  on  Montaiik  point,  at  the  eaft  end  of  the 
ifland,  there  are  no  flies.  Between  this  point  and  Eaft-Hampton 
is  a  beach  three  quarters  of  a  mile  wide,  in  the  center  of  which  was 
found,  about  fifty  years  ago,  under  a  fand  hill  which  was  blown  up 
by  the  wind,  the  entire  ikeleton  of  a  large  whale,  nearly  half  a  mile 
from  the  water. 

There  are  very  few  rivers  upon  the  ifland  ;  the  largefl  is  Peako- 
nock,  which  rifes  about  ten  miles  weft  of  a  place  called  River-head, 
where  the  court-hnufe  ftands,  and  runs  eafterly  into  a  large  bay  di- 
viding Southhold  from  Southampton  j  in  this  bay  are  Robin  and 
Shelter  iflands,      (-  -  .M,.ff.).,,,^i...n  ,;■  y. , 

The  fouth  fide  of  the  ifland  is  indented  with  numerous  dreams  of 
various  ftzes,  which  fall  into  a  large  bay  two  or  three  miles  over, 
f  )rn«ed  by  a  beach  about  eighty  rods  wide,  which  appears  like  a  bor- 
der to  the  ifland,  extending  from  the  weft  end  of  it  to  Southampton. 
Through  thi*  beach,  in  various  places,  are  inlets  of  fuch  depth  as 
to  admit  of  veflTels  of  fixty  or  feventy  tons.  This  bay  was  formerly 
frefh  water.  Oyfters,  clams  and  fifli  of  various  kinds,  are  caught 
with  eafe,  and  in  great  plenty  in  this  bay,  with  feines,  during  the 
winter  feafon.  It  is  not  uncoirimon  to  fee  forty  or  fifty  veifels  here 
loading  with  oyfters  at  the  fairve  time.  And  what  is  almoft  incre- 
dible, but  fupported  by  the  teftlmony  of  perfons  of  veracity,  well 
informed  as  to  the  matter,  thirty  waggon  loads  of  bafs  have  been 
caught  in  this  bay  at  one  draught. 

Rockonkama  pond  lies  about  the  center  of  the  ifland,  between 
Smithtown  and  Iflip,  and  is  about  a  mile  in  circumference ;  this 
pond  has  been  found  by  obfervation  to  rife  gradually  for  feveral 
years  until  arrived  to  a  certain  height,  and  then  to  fall  more  ra- 
pidly to  its  loweft  bed,  aad  thus  it  i$  continually  ebbing  and  flow- 
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ifig'.  The  caiifc  rf  this  curious  phenomenon  has  never  been  invcf- 
tig;itcd.  Two  miles  to  the  ibuthward  of  this  pond  is  a  coufiderable 
Urcam,  called  Connecticut  river,  which  empties  into  the  bay. 

There  are  two  whr.le  fiflirries,  one  from  Sagg  harbour,  which 
produces  about  one  thoufond  barrels  of  oil  annually ;  the  other  is  much 
fmaller,  and  Is  cnrried  on  by  the  inhabitants  in  the  winter  feaibn  from 
the  fouth  fide  of  the  illand.  They  commonly  catch  from  three  to 
feven  whales  in  a  feafon,  which  produce  from  twenty-live  to  forty 
barrels  each,  of  oil.  This  fifherj  was  formerly  a  fource  of  cou- 
fiderable wealth  to  the  inhabitants,  but  through  a  fcarcity  of  whales 
it  has  greatly  declined  of  late  years. 

There  is  a  conliderable  trade  carried  on  from  Sngg  harbour, 
uhence  is  exported  to  the  Weft-Indies  and  other  places,  whale  oil, 
pitch-pine  boards,  horfes,  cattle,  flax  feed,  beef,  &cc.  The  produce 
of  the  middle  and  weftern  parts  of  the  ifland  is  carried  to  New- 
York.  This  iiland  contains  more  than  thirty-fevcn  thoufand  inhabi- 
tants. 

Staten  ifland  lies  nine  miles  fouth-vveft  of  the  city  of  New- York, 
nnd  forms  Richmond  county :  it  is  about  eighteen  miles  in  length, 
and,  at  a  medium,  fix  or  feven  in  breadth,  and  contains  three  thou- 
fand eight  hundred  and  thirty-five  inhabitants.  On  the  fouth  fide  is 
a  confiderable  traifl  of  lev^l,  good  land,  but  the  ifland  in  general  is 
rough  and  the  hills  high.  Richmond  is  the  only  town  of  any  note 
on  the  ifland,  and  that  is  a  poor  inconfiderable  place.  The  inha- 
bitants are  principally  defcendants  of  the  Dutch  and  French. 

CIVIL    DIVISIONS. 

This   State  is  divided  into  nineteen  counties,    viz.    New-York, 

Albany,  Suffolk,  Queen's,  King's,  Richmond,  Weft-Chefler,  Orange, 

T  ■Ifter,  Duchefs,  Columbia,  Ranflellaer,  Wafliington,  Cflnton,  Mont- 

j;omery,  Ontario,  Herkemer,  Otfego,  and  Tyoga,  which,  by  an  a6t  of 

_  the  legiflaturc,  pafled  in  March,  1788,  were  uibdividedintotownftiips. 

The  three  laft-mentioned  counties  have  b^en  feparatcd  from 
Montgomery  fince  the  cenfus,  and  have  acquired  the  greater  part  of 
their  inhabitants  fubfequent  to  that  period,  moil  of  whom  emigrated 
from  the  New-England  States.  The  county  of  Herkemer  is  com- 
jjoled  of  the  towns  of  German  Fiiits,  Herkemer,  and  Whiteftown, 
which,  in  1792,  was  divided  into  feveral  other  towns,  and  contained, 
jri    1790,  according  to  the^enfus,  four  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 

\'o;..  II.  Si  twenty- 
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twenty-three  iahabitauts ;  fince  which  this  number  has  been  incrcafeq 
to  upwards  ol'  tourteen  thoulaiid. 

The  townfliips,  into  which  the  counties  are  divided,  are  corpora- 
tions invefted  with  certain  privileges.  The  aft  direfts,  that  the 
freeholders  in  the  fcveral  townfliips  fliall  alTcmble  in  town  meetings, 
on  the  firll  Tucfday  in  April  annually,  and  chufe  their  town  officers, 
viz.  one  lupervilbr,  one  town  cleik,  from  three  to  feven  alkfl^jrs, 
one  or  more  coUedors,  two  overfccrs  of  the  poor,  commiflioners  of 
highways,  conftables,  fence-viewers,  pound-mafters,  &c.  thcfe  are 
to  hold  their  refpeflive  offices  one  year,  or  until  others  be  chofcn. 
This  aft,  which  appears  to  have  originated  from  a  fpii  it  of  pure  re- 
publicanifm,  came  in  force  the  firft  day  of  April,  1789.  It  has  a 
happy  tendency  to  difTeniinate  through  the  State  fuch  informatiorf 
and  fuch  principles  as  are  calculated  to  cherifli  the  fpirit  of  freedom, 
and  to  fupport  the  rej^ublican  government.  The  frequent  colleftion 
of  people  in  town  meetings  makes  them  acquainted  with  each  other, 
and  aflimilatcs  their  ideas  and  their  manners :  their  being  invefted 
with  power  makes  them  feel  their  imjxjrtance,  and  roufes  their  am- 
bition ;  their  town  meetings  will  be  a  fchool,  in  which  all  the  free 
citizens  of  the  State  may  learn  how  to  tranfaft  bufinefs  with  pro- 
priety, and  in  which  they  may  qualify  themfelves  for  the  higher  of- 
fices of  the  State  ;  the  number  of  public  offices  will  be  increafed, 
without  increafmg  the  expenfes  of  the  State ;  and  the  defire  of  pro- 
motion is  innate  in  human  nature,  and  as  ambition  to  pofllefs  the  re- 
quifite  qualifications  commonly  accompanies  this  defire,  the  proba- 
bility is,  that  the  number  of  perfdns  (juallfied  for  public  offices  will 
be  increafed,  and  of  courfe  the  number  of  good  citizens  propor- 
tionably  multiplied,  and  the  fubordinate  civil  affairs  of  the  Stat*. 
more  liiirhfuUy  and  more  regularly  tranfafted. 

CHIEF     TOWNS. 

There  are  three  incorporated  cities  in  this  State;  New-York, 
Albany  and  Hudfon. 

NEW. YORK 

Is  the  capital  of  the  State,  and  ftands  on  the  louth-weft  point  of 
Manhattan,  commonly  called  New-York  iflatid,  at  the  confluence  of 
tlie  Fludfaa  and  Eaft  rivers.  The  principal  part  of  the  city  lies  on 
the  eaft  fide  of  the  ifland,  although  the  buil.linijs  extend  from  one 
river  to  the  other.    The  length  of  the  city  on  Eaft  river  is  about 
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two  miles,  but  falls  much  flinrt  of  that  diftance  on  the  banks  of  the 
Hudfon.  Its  breadth,  on  an  average,  is  nearly  three-fourths  of  a 
mile,  and  its  circumference  may  be  four  miles.  The  plan  of  the 
city  is  not  pt-rfcfftly  regular,  but  is  laid  out  with  reference  to  the 
iituatioii  of  the  ground.  The  ground  wliich  was  unoccupied  before 
the  peace  of  1783,  was  laid  out  in  parallel  ftreets  of  convenient 
width,  which  has  had  a  good  cffe£l  upon  the  parts  of  the  city  lately 
built.  The  principal  ftreets  run  nculy  parallel  with  the  rivers ; 
thefe  are  interfered,  though  not  at  right  angles,  by  ftreets  running 
from  ri\er  to  river.  In  the  wid"h  of  the  ftreets  there  is  a  great  di- 
verfity.  Water-ftreet and  Pearl-flreet,  {li-tfcvant  Quecn-ftrcet)  which 
occupy  the  banks  of  Eaft  river,  are  very  conveniently  fituated  for 
bufinefs,  but  they  are  low  and  too  narrow,  not  admittnig,  in  fome 
places,  of  walks  on  the  fides  ibr  foot  paiit-ngers.  Broad-ftreet,  ex- 
tending fiom  tlie  Exchange  to  City-hall,  is  fufiiciently  wide ;  tliis  was 
originally  built  on  each  fide  of  the  creek,  which  penetrated  almoft 
to  the  City-hall ;  this  ftreet  is  low  but  pleafant.  But  the  moft  con- 
venient and  agreeable  part  of  the  city  is  the  Broadway ;  it  begins 
at  a  point  which  is  formed  by  the  juntftion  of  the  Hudfon  and  Eaft 
rivers,  occupies  the  height  of  land  between  them  upon  a  true  meri- 
dional line,  rifes  gently  to  the  northward,  is  near  feventy  feet  wide, 
adorned,  where  the  fort  formerly  flood,  (which  has  been  lately 
levelled)  with  an  elegant  brick  edifice  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  governor  of  the  State,  and  a  public  walk  from  the  extremity  of 
the  point,  occupying  the  ground  of  the  lower  battery,  which  is  now 
demoliflied;  alio  with  two  epifcopal  churches,  and  a  number  of 
elegant  private  buildings.  It  terminates,  to  the  northward,  in  a 
triangular  area,  fronting  the  bridewell  and  alms-houfe,  and  com- 
mands from  any  point,  a  view  of  the  bay  and  narrows. 

Since  the  year  1788,  that  pr.rt  of  the  city  which  was  buried  in 
ruins  during  the  war  has  been  rapidly  rebuilding;  the  ftreets  widened, 
ftraitencd,  raifcd  in  the  middle  under  an  angle  fufficient  to  carry  off 
the  water  to  the  fid^  gutters,  and  foot-ways  of  brick  made  on  each 
fide.  At  this  time,  the  part  that  was  deftroyed  by  fire  is  almoft 
wholly  covered  with  elegant  brick  houfes. 

Wall-ftreet  is  generally  fifty  feet  wide  and  e'evated,  and  the  build- 
ings elegant.  Hanover-fquare  and  Dock- ftreet  arc  conveniently  fitu- 
ated for  bufinefs,  and  the  houfes  well  built.  Wiilinm-ftreet  is  alfo 
elevated  and  convenient,  and  is  the  principal  market  for  retailing  dry 
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goods.    Many  of  the  other  ftreets  are  pleafant,  but  moft  of  them  ar^ 
irregular  and  narrow.      ,  '  '  "^         .  ■ 

The  hoiifcs  are  generally  built  of  brick  and  the  roofs  tiled  ;  there 
are  remaining  a  few  houfes  built  after  the  old  Dutch  manner,  but 
the  Englifh  tafte  has  prevailed  almofl  a  century. 

Upon  the  fouth-vveft  point  of  the  land  a  fort  with  four  baftion^ 
formerly  flood,  and  alfo  a  battery  below.  The  area  of  the  fort  con- 
tained an  elegant  houfe  fir  the  accommodation  of  the  royal  gover- 
nors, and  was  confumed  by  fire  in  Governor  Tryon's  time.  This 
fort  and  battery  were  removed  iii  the  year  1791. 

The  moft  magnificent  edifice  in  this  city  is  Federal-hall,  fituatcd 
at  the  head  of  Broad-ftrcet,  where  its  front  appears  to  great  advan- 
tage ;  the  bafement  ilory  is  Tufcan,  and  is  pierced  with  fcven  open- 
ings J  four  mafi}'  pillars  in  the  center  fupport  four  Doric  columns 
and  a  pediment.  The  freeze  is  ingenioufly  divided,  to  admit 
thirteen  ftars  in  metopes ;  thefe,  whh  the  American  Eagle,  and 
other  infignia  in  the  pediment,  and  the  tablets  over  the  windows, 
filled  with  the  thirteen  arrows  and  the  olive-branch  united,  mark  it 
as  a  building  defignated  for  national  purpofps.  After  entering  from 
the  Broad-ftreet,  we  find  a  plainly  finiflied  fquare  room  flagged  with 
flone,  and  to  which  the  citizens  have  free  accefs  ;  from  this  we  enter 
the  veftibule  in  the  center  of  the  pile,  which  leads  in  front  to  the 
floor  of  the  reprefcntatives  room,  or  real  Federal-hall,  and  through 
two  arches  on  each  fide  by  a  public  ftair-cafe  on  the  left,  and  by  a 
private  one  on  the  right  to  the  fenate-chamber  and  lobbies. 

This  veftibule  is  paved  with  marble — is  very  lofty  and  well-finifli- 
ed ;  the  lower  part  is  of  a  light  ruftic,  which  fupports  a  hntid- 
lome  iron  gallery;  the  upper  half  is  in  a  lighter  ftyle,  and  is  finiflied 
with  a  fky-li^.;ht  of  about  twelve  by  eighteen  feet,  which  is  decorated 
with  a  prcfufion  of  ornament  in  the  richcil:  taftc.  The  reprefcnta- 
tives room  is  a  fpacious  and  e'egant  apartment  fixty-one  feet  deep, 
fifty-eight  wide,  and  thirty-fix  high,  ajxjved  ceiling  of  about  ten  feet 
high  not  included.  This  room  is  of  an  Octangular  form ;  four  of 
its  fidts  are  rounded  in  the  maimer  of  niches,  and  give  a  graceful 
variety  to  tiie  'vhole  ;  the  windows  are  large  and  placed  fixteen 
feet  from  the  floor;  all  below  them  is  finiflied  with  plain  wainfcot, 
interrupted  only  by  four  chimnies;  but  'above  thefe  a  number  of 
Ionic  columns  and  pilalrers,  with  their  proper  entablature,  are  very 
judicioufly  d^fpofed,  and  give  great  elegance.     In  the  pannels  be- 
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twccn  the  windows  trophies  are  carved,  and  the  l<;ttcr»  U,  S,  in  n 
cypher  iurroundcd  with  laurel.  The  fpeaker's  chair  in  o|)p()(itc  tlin 
great  door,  and  raifcd  by  feveral  (ieps  ;  the  chairs  for  the  mt'iiilnira 
are  ranged  fcmicircularly  in  two  rows  in  front  of  the  fpt-aker  j  thtire 
arc  two  galleries  for  the  accommodation  of  fpcftators. 

On  the  left  of  the  veflibulc  is  a  lobbv,  nineteen  by  forty-eight  fcct, 
finiflied  with  Tiifcan  pilaflers :  this  leads  to  the  fcnate  chiimbcr, 
which  is  forty  feet  long,  thirty  wide  and  twenty  high,  with  an  arched 
celling ;  it  has  three  windows  in  front  and  three  back ;  tliol'e  in  front 
open  into  a  gallery  twelve  feet  deep,  guarded  by  an  elej/iint  iron 
railing.  In  this  gallery  General  VVafliington,  attended  by  the  Senntu 
and  Houfe  of  fteprcfentatives,  took  his  oath  of  office  as  Prefulcnri 
in  the  face  of  Heaven,  and  in  prefence  of  a  large  concoiirlb  of 
people  airembled  in  front. 

The  fenate  chamber  is  decorated  with  pilafters  of  an  order  in- 
vented by  Major  L'Enfimt  the  architeft,  which  have  a  magmfiient 
appearance.  The  marble  which  is  uicd  in  the  chimnies  is  Amcricnn, 
and  for  beauty  of  fliades  and  polifli  is  equal  to  any  of  its  kind  in 
Europe.  BeliileS  theli.-,  there  are  feveral  other  rooms  toy  uk*  and 
convenience ;  a  library,  lobbies,  and  committee  rooms  above,  atvvl 
guard-rooms  below.  The  building,  on  the  whole,  does  much  ercdit 
to  the  ingenuity  and  abilities  of  the  architetit.  '   i 

The  other  public  buildings  in  the  city  are,  three  houfes  for  piiblir, 
worfliip  for  the  Dutch  reformed  church,  four  Prefljyterian  chiircheft, 
three  Epifcopal  churches,  two  for  German  Lutherans  and  Calviniftn, 
^wo  Friends'  meeting-houfcs,  two  for  Baptilb,  two  for  Methodifts, 
one  for  Moravians,  one  Roman  Catholic  church,  one  Fieiich  Pro* 
teftant  church  out  of  repair,  and  a  Jew's  fynagogue.  Ucfideij  thcfc, 
there  is  the  governor's  houfe  already  mentioned,  a  mot^  elejjant 
building,  the  college,  gaol,  and  feveral  other  buildings  of  lefs  notCt 
The  city  is  accommociated  with  four  markets  in  different  parti, 
which  are  furnifliod  wuh  a  great  plenty  and  variety  ot  provilions  in 
neat  and  excellent  order. 

The  government  of  the  city,  which  was  incorporated  in  1696,  il 
now  in  the  hands  of  a  mayor,  aldermen  and  common  council.  Tho 
city  is  divided  into  feven  wards,  in  each  of  which  there  is  chofcil 
annually  by  the  people  an  alderman  and  an  afliftant,  who,  togc« 
ther  with  the  rv;corder,  are  appointed  annually  by  the  council  of  ap- 
pointment. 

:  ■       ■'  .  The 
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The  mayor's  court,  which  is  held  from  time  to  time  by  adjourn* 
.joent,  is  in  high  reputation  as  a  court  of  law. 

A  court  of  felTions  is  likewife  held  for  the  trial  of  criminal  caufes. 

The  litiiatiotj  of  the  city  is  both  licalthy  and  pleafent ;  fiirrouuded 

on  all  fides  by  water,  it  is  refreflied  with  cool  breezes  in  fiimmer, 

«nd  the  air  in  winter  is  more  temperate  than  in  other  places  under 

the  lame  parailel,     York  illaiid  is  fifteen  miles  in  length,  and  hardly 

,  ©nc  ill  breadth  ;  it  is  joined  to  the  Maine  by  a  bridge,  called  King's 

;  bridge.     The  c-h:'tuicl3  between  Long  and  Staten  illands,  and  be- 

...t«'een  Long  and  York  illands,  are  fo  narrow  as  to  cccafion  an  unufual 

;  fapidity  of  the  tides,  which  is  incrcafed  by  the  confluence  of  the 

.vaters  of  the  Hudlbn  and  Eal^  rivers;  this  rapidity  in  general,  pre- 

,  vents  the  obftriicTtlon  tu' the  channel  by  ice,  fo  that  the  navigation 

is  clear,  exccj;t  ior  a  i.:w  days  in  feafons  when  the  weather  is  un- 

.  commonly  fcvere.     There  is  no  bafon  or  bay  for  the  rtC'.ption  of 

2  Jhips ;  but  the  road  where  they  lie,  in  Eall  river,  is  defended  from 

,, the  violence  of  the  lea  by  the  illands,  which  interlock  with  each 

,  ©ther,    fo  that,  except  that  of  Khode-Ifland  and  Pprtland,  in  the 

J  jG,ftri,61;  of  A  aine,  the  harbour  of  New-York,  which  admits  fliipsof 

i^jpay  burthen,  is  the  bed  in  the  United  States. 

This  city  is  efteemed  the  moft  el igilile  fituation  for  commerce  in 

the  United  States.     It  almofk  necefliirily  commands  the  trade  of  one 

lialf  of  New  J^rfey,  moft  of  that  of  Connedicut,  and  part  of  that  of 

,  BJailachufetts,  and  almoft  the  whole  of  Vermont,  befides  the  whole 

-fertile  intci  ior  country,  which  is  penetrated  by  one  of  the  largeft  rivers 

,  in  America.     This  city  imports  moft  of  the  goods  confumed,  be- 

.  Iwetn  a  line  of  thirty  miles  ead  of  Conne(f!ticut  river,  and  twenty 

,  Biiles  weft  of  the  Hudfon,   which  is  130  miles,  and  between  the 

.  ©ccan  and  the  confines  of  Canada,  about  four  hundred  miles ;  a  con- 

fiderable  portion  of  which  is  the  beft  peopled  of  any  part  of  the 

United  States,  and  the  whole  territory  contains  at  leaft  eight  hundred 

•  thoufand  people,  or  one-fifth  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Union.     Be- 

ffdes,  fome  of  the  o;hcr  States  are  partially  fupplied  with  goods 

from  New-York.     I^nt  in  the  ftaple  commodity  (flour)  Pennfylvania 

and  Maryland  have  exceeded  it — the  ftiperfine  flour  of  thofe  States 

connuanding  a  higher  price  than  that  of  New-York ;  not  that  the 

«jualityof  the  grain  in  this  State  is  worfe,  but  becaufe  greater  attention 

is  paid  in  thofe  States  to  the  inTpc£lion  and  manufafture  of  that  article. 

In  the  manufadure  likewife  of  iron,  paper,  cabinet  works,  &c, 

fennrylvania  exceeds  not  only  New-York  but  all  her  fifter  States.   In 

time 
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>er  fifter  States.  In 
time 
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fi'me  of  peace,  however,  New-York  will  command  more  commercial' 
bufinefs  than  any  town  in  the  United  States.  In  time  of  war  it  will' 
be  infccure  without  a  marine  force;  but  a  fm:ill  number  of  fl»tp«' 
will  be  able  to  defend  it  from  the  moft  formidable  attacks  by  fca. 

A  want  of  good  water  is  at  prefent  a  great  inconvenience  to  the  citiw 
zens,  there  being  few  wells  in  the  city;  molt  of  the  people  are  fiipplied 
every  day  with  frefti  water,  conveyed  to  their  doors  in  cafks,  from 
a  pump  near  the  head  of  Pearl-dreet,  which  reccises  it  from  a' 
fpring  alnioft  a  mile  from  the  center  of  the  city.  This  well  is  about 
twenty  feet  deep,  and  four  feet  diameter.  The  average  (luantity" 
drawn  daily  from  this  remarkable  well  is  one  hundred  and  ten  hogf- 
heads  of  pne  hundred  and  thirty  gallons  each.  In  fome  hot  fummer- 
days  two  hundred  and  fixteen  hogflieads  have  been  drawn  from  it, 
and  what  is  very  lingular,  there  are  never  more  or  lefs  than  three 
feet  of  water  in  the  well.  Tae  water  is  fold  commonly  at  three 
pence  a  hogfliead  at  the  pump.  Several  propofals  have  been  made 
by  individuals  to  fupply  the  citizens  by  pipes,  but  none  have  yet 
been  accepted. 

New-York  is  the  g^yefl  place  in  America  5  the  ladies,  in  the  rich- 
nefs  and  brilliancy  of  their  drefs,  are  not  equalled  in  any  city  in  the 
United  States,  not  even  in  Charlefton,  South-Carolina,  which  has 
heretofore  been  called  the  center  of  the  icau  monJc,  The  ladies, 
however,  are  not  Iblely  employed  in  attention  to  drefs ;  there  are 
many  who  are  ftudious  to  add  to  brilliant  external  accomplifli* 
ments,  the  more  briDianc  and  lafting  accomplifliments  of  the  mindc 
nor  have  they  been  unfuccefsful ;  for  New-York  can  boaft  of 
great  numbers  of  refined  tafte,  whofe  minds  are  highly  improved^ 
and  whofe  converfation  is  as  inviting  as  their  perfonal  charms :  tine* 
tured  with  a  Dutch  education,  they  manage  their  families  with  good 
economy  and  Angular  neatnefs. 

In  point  of  lociability  and  hofpitality,  New- York  is  hardly 
exceeded  by  any  town  in  the  United  States.  If,  however, 
in  regard  to  thefe  agreeable  chara6leriftics,  the  preference  muft  b»* 
given  to  any  one  place,  it  decidedly  belongs  to  Charlefton,  South-- 
Carolina.  Some  travellers  have,  in  thefe  rcfpecSts,  given  Bofton  thd- 
preference  to  New-- York. 

An  inquirer,  who  would  wifli  to  acquaint  himfelf  W'ith  the  date' 
of  the  people  of  New- York,  their  manners  and  government,  would 
naturally  alk  the  .citizens  for  their  focieties  for  the  encouragement 
of  fciences,  arts,  manufadures,  &c.  for  their  public  libraries;  for 

their- 
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their  patrons  of  literature  ;  their  welUrcgulatetl  HCinlcmiiM  }  f«ir  ihci^ 
fcinutc  ncadciny  tor  inllrudiiig  young  l.iitit"i  in  Kco(',i.i|<liy,  liillory^ 
belles  lettres,  &c.  Such  iiujuirics  might  be  made  wiili  |iii)|irictyf 
but  could  not  at  prclmt  be  aiilwcrcd  l.itist'arturily.  i'loin  ilu:  Ipirit 
of  improvement,  however,  winch  liuii  ut°  lute  a|)pc.iK.d,  thrru  iit  rcn- 
fon  to  believe,  that  this  trait  in  the  charadcr  oi  tlic  «ill/i;n« «)!'  New- 
'York  will  loon  give  place  to  one  dJlin^uilhcJ  lot  a  prrl'ci'cncc  luc 
thefc  things. 

On  a  general  view  of  this  city,  as  dcfci ibcd  thirty  yrMt  n[(o,  und 
In  its  prtfent  ftate,  the  conipaiifun  ij  flattciinK  t<»  the  |Mcluil  iijjc, 
particularly  the  improvements  in  tafic,  elegame  ut'maniurt,;uul  itmt 
cafy  unuffcftcd  civility  and  politcnela  which  form  the  h.ippincl»  of 
focial  intercourle. 

It  is  found,  by  a  mcmorandimi  in  one  of  tlur  old  rf}',iftciii,  tltaf 
the  nnmlw.r  of  iiiliabitanti  in  the  city,  taken  by  nrdci  uf  the  king» 
in  the  year  1697,  was  as  lullowi : 

{Men ()\(i 
})'"'"^"  •  •  •,: "''» 
Youn;;  nun  and  Imys H''4 
Voiuig  women  and  girls  ....     kUj<)        • 

'  •  ■         37«7 
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Negroes-!  VVoinen ao; 

[_  Boys  and  girls lOl 

—  i7i 

The  number  of  inhabitants  in  tlic  city  and  county  of  Ncw-York> 
in  1756,  was  ten  thoufand  eight  hnndred  .;t)d  eii^hty-onc  |  I77t» 
twenty-one  thoufand  eiglit  hundred  and  fixty  three }  17K6,  twenty- 
three  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fourteen;  1790,  tliii'ty'thrrc  tliou* 
fand  one  hundred  and  thirty-onc ;  fince  which  tinic  they  have  in* 
creafed  far  beyond  the.  proportion  of  any  preceding'  pcrioiT, 

'  The  city  of  Albany  is  Ctuatetl  upon  the  weft  fitie  of  IludfofiV:  fiver, 
one  hundred  and  fixty  miles  north  of  the  city  of  New..  York,  hi  latitude 
42"  36',  and  is,  by  charter  granted  in  1686,  one  milt!  upon  the  river, 
and  (ixteen  back.  It  contains  upwards  of  one  thoutand  houli n,  built 
moftly  by  trading  pcojilc  on  tlic  margin  of  the  river.  The  hoiifcs  Hand 
chiefly  upon  Pearl,  iVlarkct,  and  Water  Ihects,  and  i\x  oihci  ftircls  or 
lane,  which  crofs  them  at  riglVt  anjjlcs.  They  are  mollly  Intltt  in  the 
old  Dutch Gothicllylc,  with  the  gable  end  tpthe  fticiU,  vvhiiiirullon* 
the' iirll  fcttlers  brought  with  ihcm  horn  IluUaud.  Titc  ^<'.blu  end  i^t 
•r,  .  1  (  .      •    commonly 

/     -  .'  ' 
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lionnmonly  of  biicie,  with  the  heavy  ittoultled  orriment  flaotinjft 
vtrith  notches,  like  ftairt-,  «nd  in  iron  horie  ^r  a  weather<ack  at  top* 
The  boulei  are  fcldom  more  than  one  (lory  and  a  half  high,  and 
nave  but  little  convenience,  and  )eii  elegance  i  but  they  a^e  kept 
very  heat,  being  rubbed  with  a  mop  almoft  every  day»  and  (coure<i 
fcvery  week.  Many  liew  houfcs,  however,  have  lately  been  built  in 
thii  city,  i\\  in  the  modern  flyle )  the  inhabitants  are  paving  thd 
Streets  in  the  New-York  plan  with  foot-ways,  and  nuking  other  im* 
jprovements. 

The  city  of  Albany  contain!  about  four  tboufand  inhabitants,  cot- 
leAed  A-om  various  pansi  As  great  a  >'ariety  of  languages  ai-e  fpo* 
ken  in  Al^ay  as  in  any  town  oif  the  Unitecl  States,  but  the  knglidi 
jpredoitiinates,  and  the  ufe  of  every  other  is  conftantly  leflfening.  Ad- 
Venkxireh,  in  purfuit  of  wcalihi  are  led  here  by  the  advantages  for 
trade  which  this  place  affords.   ^ 

AVt»hy  is  UnriValied  in  its  fituation.  It  ftands  on  the  bink  of  one 
bf  tbe  ifineft  rivers  in  tbe  worlds  at  the  head  of  a  (loop  Navigation.  It 
tnjoys  a  ifatubrious  air,  as  is  evinced  by  the  longevity  of  its  inhabi' 
tants;  It  is  the  hatunl  emporium  of  the  incrcafing  trade  of  a  targe 
Extent  of  country  weft  and  north  ;  a  coUntry  of  an  excellent  foil, 
abd'undil^g  in  eVery  article  of  the  Weft-India  market,  plentifully  wa- 
tered with  t^a'vigable  lakes,  creeks,  and  rivers,  as  yet  only  partially 
'peopled,  but  fettling  with  almoft  hnexampled  rapidity,  and  capabls 
Vyf  aiffording  iTubilftence  and  af^uence  to  ihilljons  of  inhabitants.  No 
^art  of  Amtrica  affords  a  more  eligible  opening  for  emigrants  than 
Ichis ;  and  when  tbe  contcnlplatcd  locks  and  canals  Arc  completed, 
the  bridge  over  the  Mohawk  river  ere£teil,  and  convenient  ronds 
opened  iiito  every  part  of  the  country,  all  which  will,  it  is  ex- 
^£ted,  be  accompliihed  in  a  few  years,  Albany  will  probably  iii- 
treafe  arid  fiourilh  beyond  aliiioft  every  other  city  or  town  in  the 
tJnited  Staler. 

The  w<ill-wafer  In  this  city  Is  extremely  bad,  fcarcely  drinkable  by 
thofe  who  are  not  accftftoiited  to  it.  It  oozcs  through  a  ftiffblue 
Iclay,  anid  it  imbibes  iii  its  paitagc  the  fine  particles  common  to  that 
kind  of  foil ;  this  difcoloms  it,  And  when  expofed  any  length  of 
time  to  the  air,  it  acquires  a  dilajjrcealile  tafte.  Indeed,  all  the 
Water  ior  cooking  is  brought  from  the  rivei-,  and  many  families  ufe 
U  to  drink.  The  water  in  the  wells  is  xmwholefomc,  being  full  of 
little  infe<5t9,  refcmbJing,  except  irt  lizc,  thofe  which  we  fitquently 
fee  in  ftagnated  rain-water.  But  the  inhabitants  are  about  to  remedy 
•    V01..U.  Tt  tliis 
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tTiis  incbnviehience,  by  confiruAing  water-works  to  cotitejr, 
witter  into  tlie  city. 

The  );)ublic  buildirigs  aiv,  a  Low  Dutch  Church,  one  for  ^efby- 
tierlans,  onie  for  Germans  or  High  Dutch,  one  for  Epifcopaliins— >il 

IdfpUaty  this  city-h»ll,  and  a  haftdfome  brick  gaol. 

tit  .  ^.  .  ■•■,, 
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The  city  of  Hudfon  has  had  the  moft  rapid  growth  of  arty  place  irt 
America,  if  we  except  Baltimore,  in  Maryland.  It  is  fituated  on  the 
ealt  fidie  of  HuiUfoh's  river,  in  latitude  42°  23',  and  is  one  hundred 
and  thirty  miles  north  of  New-York ;  tnirty  miles  foUth  of  Albany, 
and  four  niiles  weft  from  Old  Claverack  town.  It  is  fnrrounded  by 
an  extenGvc  and  fertile  back  country,  and,  in  proportion  to  its  fize 
and  population,  carries  on  a  large  trade.  ",*j-'« 

No  longer  ago  than  the  autumn  of  1 7S3,  MelTrs.  Seth  and  Thomas 
Jenkins,  from  Providence,  in  the  State  of  Rhode-Ifland,  having  firft 
reconnoitered  all  the  way  up  the  river,  fixed  on  the  unfettled  fpot> 
where  Hudfon  now  llands,  for  a  town.  To  this  fpot  they  found  the 
river  was  navigable  for  veflels  of  any  fize.  They  purchafed  a  traft 
of  about  a  mile  fquare,  bordering  on  the  river,  with  a  large  bay  to 
the  fouthward,  and  divided  it  into  thirty  parcels  or  fliares.  Other 
adventurers  were  admitted  to  proportions,  and  the  town  was  laid  out 
m  fquares,  formed  by  fpacious  flreets,  crolTing  each  other  at 
right  angles :  each  fquare  contains  thirty  lots,  two  deep,  divided  by 
a  twenty  feet  alley  ;  each  lot  is  fifty  feet  in  front,  and  one  hundred 
and  twenty  feet  in  depth. 

In  the  fpring  of  1 784,  feveral  houfes  and  ftorcs  were  erefted.  The 
incrcafe  of  the  town  from  this  period  to  the  fpring  of  17^6,  two 
years  only,  was  aftonifliingly  rapid,  and  refledts  great  honour  upon 
the  enterpi  ifing  and  pcrfevering  fpirit  of  the  original  founders.  In 
the  fpace  of  time  juft  mentioned,  no  iefs  than  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dwelling  houfes,  befides  fliops,  barns,  and  other  buildings,  four 
warehoufes,  feveral  wharfs,  fpermaceti  works,  a  covered  rope  walk, 
and  one  of  the  beft  diftilleries  in  America,  were  eredted,  and  fifteen 
hundred  fouls  colledcci  on  a  fpot,  which,  three  years  before,  wa» 
impioved  as  a  farm,  and  but  two  years  before  began  to  be  built.  Its 
increafe  fince  has  been  very  rapid;  a  printing-office  has  been  eftab- 
liflied,  and  feveral  public  buildings  have  been  ercAed,  befides  dwcU 
Hug  huufcs,  il'ucs,  Sec.    The  inhabitants  are  plentifully  and  conve* 

nimt^ 
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siently  fupplled  with  water,  brought  to  their  cellars  In  wooden  pipes 
from  a  ipring  two  miles  from  the  tuwn. 

It  (lands  on  an  eminence,  from  which  are  extenfive  and  delightful 
views  to  the  north-weft,  north,  and  round  that  way  to  the  foutb> 
cad,  confining  of  hills  and  vallies,  variegated  jyith  woods  and  or> 
cbards,  cornfields  and  meadows,  with  the  river,  which  is  in  mo(| 
places  a  mile  over,  and  may  be  feen  a  condderable  diftance  to  the 
northward,  forming  n  number  of  b.iys  and  creeks.  Fropi  thefouth* 
«aft  to  the  ibiith-we(},  the  city  is  fcreened  with  hijls  at  different  dif<> 
tances,  and  weft,  afar  off  oyer  the  river  and  a  large  valley,  the  prof- 
pe£l  IS  bounded  by  a  chain  of  ftupendous  mountains,  called  theKattst 
kill,  running  to  the  weft-north-weft,  which  add  magnificence  and  ^ 
iiiblimity  to  the  whole  fcene. 

tJpwards  of  twelve  hundred  fleighs  entered  the  city  daily,  for  f^' 
veral  days  together,  in  February,  1 766,  loaded  with  grain  of  vairiouf 
kinds,  boards,  (hlngles,  ftaves,  hoops,  iron  ware,  ftone  for  build- 
iiig,  fire-wood,  and  fundry  articles  of  provifion  for  the  market,  front) 
which  fome  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  advantage  of  its  fituatioi| 
with  rcfpcd  to  the  country  adjacent,  which  is  every  way  extenfivc 
ahd  fertile,  particularly  weftvvard.  The  original  proprietors  of 
Hudfon  offered  to  purchafe  a  trad  of  land  adjoining  the  fouth  part  of 
(the  city  of  Albany,  and  were  confiraioed,  by  a  refufal  of  the  propo- 
f^tion,  to  become  coinpetitors  for  the  cvmmerce  of  the  nonhern 
country,  when  otherwife  they  would  have  added  great  wealth 
^nd  coniequence  to  Albany. 
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Voughkeepfie  is  the  ihire  town  of  Duchefs  county,  and  Is  fituated, 
lIpOQ  the  eaft  fide  of  Hudfon's  river,  and  north  of  Wapping- 
kill  or  ^eek.  It  is  a  pleaiant  little  town^  and  has,  frequently  bed} 
1^  feat  of  tljie  Stale  government. 


LANSINBVRCH. 
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Lanfinburgh,  formerly  called  the  New  City,  ftanda  on  the  eaft 
fitle  of  the  Hudfon,  juft  oppofite  to  the  fouth  branch  of  Mohawk 
river,  and  nine  n^iles  north  of  Albany.  It  is  a  very  flottrilhingplace, 
pka&ottly  iltuated  on  a  plain  at  the  foot  of  a  hil}. 


"     f'U 


Tt  2 


>  U.Jv* 


^Al 


KING« 


§ 


3*4 


CmtHM   DESORXPTIOK 


xmoiTON. 

.  Kingfton  i^  the  county  town  of  Ulfter.    Bffore  it  was  ^urot  by  tht . 
Britifli,  in  1777,  it  fontaine()  A^ut  two  hyndrcd  houfei,  regularly 
built  on  ai^  eicvaced  ((ry  plain,  at  the  ipouth  of  s  Httl^  pleafan^  ftn»^t, 
called  Efopui'kill  or  creek,   |hat  emptiei  into  the  ^udfon,  but  i* 
neaily  twp  mi^ft  weft  froip  the  rivfr.    The  tow(i  h^i  been  rebuilt. 

•KKNICTADY. 

/  Skene^ady  ii  ^xteen  milei  north«we(l  of  Albapy,  in  Albany 
cpunty,  fitunted  on  the  ba^ki  of  ^be  I^haw)(  river.  The  town  it 
compa£t  and  regular,  built  of  brick,  and,  excepting  a  feyi',  in  the 
old  Dutch  ftyic,  on  a  rich  fiat  of  Iqw  land,  furrounde^  with  hiUi. 
':^he  yt\n;^\Qp  of  the  river  fhrcmgh  th^  town,  and  the  fields,  which 
a)-e  of^cQ  qv^tfiqtwed  'm  the  fpring^  afford  ^  beautiful  profjped^  abou^ 
harveft  tiipe.  As  it  it  at  ih^  foot  of  a  navigation  on  a  long  river« 
^hich  pf^iTes  t^fough  a  very  feftile  country,  one  would  fuppofe  it  to. 
«mhrace  fnucj;  of  the  comi^erce  of  it }  but  originally  knowing  no 
ether  (han  the  fur  trade,  fincf  the  fevolution  the  place  has  decaye4« 
and  n9  ^dvantijge  been  t^ken  of  ito  hap^y  fituation. 


ii  ^v  '.f^r.r,: 
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Plattfbvfgh  if  an  o^tenfive  townfliip  in  Clinton  county,  fituate^ 
on  the  well  margin  of  lake  Champlaln.  From  the  fouth  part  of  the 
town  the  mountainc  turn  away  wide  from  the  lake,  and  leave  a 
charming  trati:  of  excellent  land,  of  a  rich  loam,  well  watered,  and 
^bout  an  equal  proportion  fuitable  for  meadow  and  for  tillage.  The 
land  rifes  in  a  gcntl<:  afccnt  for  feverat  miici  from  the  lake,  of  which 
every  farm  will  have  a  delightfttl  view.  Seven  years  ago,  this  town- 
fhipi  and  the  whole  county,  indeed,  which  at  prefent  contairis  fe- 
veral  thouland  inhtbitants,  was  a  wilderner«;  now  they  have  a' 
houfe  for  public  worfttip,  a  court  houfe,  and  gaol.  The  courts  of 
cpmmon  pLas  and  general  fefiions  of  the  peai  e  (it  here  twice  in  a 
year.  They  have  artifans  of  almoft  every  kind  among  them,  and 
fiirnifli  among  thenifclves  all  the  materials  for  boilding,  glafs  ex- 
cepted. Polite  circles  ir  ay  here  be  iound,  and  the  genteel  traveller 
be  entertained  with  the  luxuries  of  a  fen  port,  a  tune  on  the  harpfi- 
chord,  and  a  philofophical  converfation.  This,  with  many  other 
jnflances  of  the  k.nd,  fcf  ve  to  verify  a  prophetic  renaarki  in  a  letter 
0     '  of 
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of 


|if  Congref*  to  their  cofifiitu^ti,  wricteq  in  a  time  of  gloomy  def* 
pondencyj^^to  the^folloyving  purport:  *.*  Vaft  lakes  SQd  riyers, 
fcareely  knowi>  or  explored,  whpfe  waters  l^ve  rolled  for  ages  in 
filence  and  obfcurity  to  the  ocean,  ai^  extenfive  wUdemelTes  of  fer« 
tile  foil,  the  dwelTmg  place  of  favage  t>ea^8,  fh^l  yet  hear  the  dii| 
of  induftry,  bepotne  fuUervIeot  to  cpminerce|  and  boaft  delightfut 
villas,  gilded  fpiree,  and  fpacious  cities  ri^ng  o()  |heii'  banks,  an4 
^Ids  loaded  with  the  fruit  «f  cultivation."  % 
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POPULATION. 
!  •  ' 
The  number  of  inhabitants  in  this  State,  in  1786,  was  two  hunt 

l^undred  and  thirtyrcight  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-feven,  of 

which  eighteen  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  eighty. nine  were  blacks. 

Ja  1756,  there  were  eighty-three  thoufand  two  hundred  and  thirty •< 

three  whites,  and  thirteen  thoufand  five  hundred  and  forty-two  blacks,' 

;r  lety-fix  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-five  in  the  whole.    In, 

*       .  there  were  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  thdUfand  one  hundred 

1'^  Twenty-four  whites,  and  mneteen  tlu)ufand  eight  hundred  and 

eightyrthree  blacks ;  total  one  hundred  and  fixty-eight  thoufand  and 

feven.  from  the  a  jove  enumerations  it  appears,  that  the  average  in- 

crieafe  0/ inhabitants,  from  1756  to  1786,  was  four  thouiiind  fivo 

hundred  and  fifty-four.  The  population  in  1790,  was  three  hundred 

and  forty  thoufand  one  hundred  and  twenty ;  but  from  what  has  al« 

ready  been  obferved  refpe£ting  New-York,  Albany,  &c.  it  is  evident 

that  the  prefent  number  of  inhabitants  cannot  be  much.flvort  of  four 

hundred  thoufand.    A  confiderable  part  of  thefe  have  emigrated  from 

Europe  and  the  New-England  States.    Thefe  emigrations  have  been 

very  numerous,  particularly  from  Rhode-Iiland,  Coanefticut,  and 

l^aflachuletts,  fince  the  peace  of  1783. 

The  following  tables  exhibit  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  each 

IjOwn  according  tp  the  cenfus  of  x  790  ;       i;  •^,  yj;  '■  -         , 
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South-Hampton 
Eaft'Hampton 


763 
132 

195 
727 

39 

765 

781 
354 


MiL 


742 

126 

179 

617 

38 

646 
653 

272 


3^73 


1468 
248 
369 

»37» 
77 

1436 

»544 
673 


7^87 


74 
68 

1^3 
»75 

*3 
190 
284 

99 


213 

166 

»33 
24 

182 

146 

99 


3260 
609 
1022  I 
3224 

201 
3219 
3408 
1497 


1  126  10981  16440 


S13*«   f^'l':' 


5331 
34o| 

381 
3*rl 


Slit 

1675 
1607; 

4097 
3ft2« 


741  »«3 
|68l    35 


NEW-YORK,  CITY  AND  COUNTY. 

^-J ; 


3«7 


i. 


TOWNI. 


City  of  New-York    . 
Harlem  Divifion   .   . 


'Si 

.J  3 
'  a 
(I. 


832$ 
172 


B 


ja 
o 


5797  H963  1&6& 
no       291     41 


8$oo     5967!  t52$4iioi 


2"  1 80' 
189; 


3«^«8 
§03 


^369'  33 13' 


WEST-CHESTER  COUNTY. 


Mornlfina,     . 
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felharei,      .   . 
Yonkers,    .    . 
Greetburgh, 
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Scarfdale,  .   . 
Moinaroneck, 
Rye,  .... 
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York,     .    .   . 
Courtlandt,    . 
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Free  white  males  ef  16 
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Canaan-Town, 
Hills-Dale,  . 
LivingAoti,  . 
Kincierhook, 
Ciaverack,  . 
Huclfon,  .  . 
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ALBANY    COUNTY. 
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CURIOSITIES. 

• 

In  the  county  of  Montgomery  is  a  fmall,  rapid  dream,  emptying 
into  Scroon  lake,  weft  of  lake  George ;  it  runs  under  a  hill,  the  bnCe 
of  which  is  fixty  or  feventy  yards  diameter,  forming  a  moft  curioui 
and  beautiful  arch  in  the  rock,  as  white  as  fnow.  The  fury  of 
the  water,  and  the  roughnefs  of  the  bottom,  added  to  the  teniae 
Boife  withip,  has  hitherto  prevented  any  perfon  from  palHog  through 
the  chafm. 

In  the  tpwnfliip  of  Wilifborough,  iu  Clinton  county,  is  a  curioui 
fplit  rock.  A  point  of  a  mountain,  which  projected  about  Hfty 
yards  into  lake  Champlain,  appears  to  have  been  broken  by  fonie 
violent  fliock  of  nature.  It  is  removed  from  the  main  rock  or  mouU" 
tain  about  twenty  feet,  and  the  oppofite  lides  fo  exaAly  fuit  each 
other,  that  there  needs  no  other  proof  of  their  having  been  once 
ynitcd.  The  point  broken  off  contains  about  half  an  acre,  and  it 
covered  with  wood.    The  height  of  the  rock  on  each  fide  of  the  fif- 

y  u  9  Aire 
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fure  is  about  twelve  feet.  Round  this  point  is  a  fpacious  bay,  flieU 
tcred  from  the  foiith-weft  and  north-weft  winds  by  the  furrounding 
hills  and  woods.  On  the  weft  fide  are  four  or  five  finely  cultivated 
farms  which  altogether,  at  certain  feafons,  and  in  certain  fituations, 
form  one  of  the  moft  beautiful  landfcapcs  imHgjnable.  "  Sailing 
under  rhi:'  coaft  for  ft  vera!  miles  before  you  come  to  Split  Rock,  the 
mounta  ns,  rude  and  barren,  fecm  to  hang  over  the  paflTcnger  and 
threaten  deftniflion. — A  water,  boundlefs  to  the  fight,  lies  before 
him  i  man  feels  his  own  littlenefs,  and  infideli  y  itfelf  pays  an  un- 
willing homjge  to  the  Creator.  Inftantly  and  '  unexpectedly  the 
fcene  clianges,  and  peeping  with  greedy  eye  through  the  fifliire, 
nature  pi  efents  to  the  vi^w  a  lilver  bafon,  a  verdant  lawn,  a  humble 
cottage,  a  goUIen  harvcft,  a  majeftic  foreft,  a  lofty  mountain,  an 
azure  flcy,  rifrng  one  above  another  "  in  juft  gradation  to  the  ama* 
zing  whole."* 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  179s  ;( very  extraordinary  cavern, 
at  a  place  called  by  the  Indians,  Sepafcot,  on  the  eftate  of  the  Mifs 
Rutfens,    at   Rhynbeck,   in  Duchefs  c  tunty,    was  difcovered.     A 
lad,  by  chiucc,  palling  near  its  entrancei  which  lay  between  two 
huge  rocks  on  the  declivity  of  a  fteep  hill,    on  prying  into  the 
g'ooiuy  recels,  faw  the  top  of  a  ladder,  by  whjch  he  defcended  about 
ten  fet.t,  and  found  himfelf  in  a  fubterraneous  apartment,  more  ca- 
pacious than  he  choie  to  inveftigate.    He  found,  however,  that  \% 
had  been  the  abode  of  perfons,  who  probably  during  the  war  not; 
daring  lo  be  feen  openly,  had  taken  fhelter  there,  as  bits  of  cloth 
and  pieces  uf  leather  were  Mattered  about  its  floqr.    He  then  left  th 
piace,  and  little  more  was  thought  of  it,  until  the  month  of  Oftober 
following,  wiien  the  writer  of  the  following  account  made  one  of 
a  large  party,  who  went  from  the  feat  of  a  gentleman  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood   on    purj  ofe  to  examine  it.     *^  Wc  found  its  entrance 
much  fmaller  than  wc  expelled,  and  with  fomc  difficulty  gained  the 
ladder,  by  means  of  which  the  remaining  defcent  was  made  tolerably 
eafy.     Two  yovirig  ladies  were  with  us  who  had  heroifm  enough  to 
make  the  trophimium  tour  with  us.   We  had  fix  candles  to  icrutinize 
the  raceflTes  of  the  apartment,  where,  perhaps,  light,  for  upwards  of 
five  thoul.md  years  before,   had  never  gleamed.     We  found  the 
cave  divided  by  a  narrow  palTage  into  two  divifions  ;  the  firft  being 
about  feventeen  feet  in  length,  and  fo  low,  that  ^-trhild  of  eight  year^ 

"'  *  Mr.  M.  L.  Woolfey,  of  Pl.utlburgh.     To  this  ingenious  gentleman  the  public 
»rc  indebted  for  much  valuable  information  concerning  Clinton   punty. 
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old  could  but  jufl  walk  upright  in  it ;  the  breadth  i»  about  eight  or 
ten  feet.  The  fecond,  between  twelve  and  fourteen  feet  in  length, 
biit  much  higher  and  broader  than  the  firil.  In  this  lafl  room  we 
found  that  three  bats  had  taken  up  their  winter  quarters,  and  hun^j 
fufpend<ed  from  (he  roof,  as  it  were,  by  the  very  tips  of  the  wings, 
But  what  makes  the  cave  peculiarly  worthy  of  notice  is  the  petrify* 
ing  quality  of  the  water,  that  by  a  gentle  oozing,  continually  dropi 
from  every  part  of  the  ceiling,  the  whole  of  which  exa£|ly  refembief 
a  mill  gutter  in  a  froily  mori^ing,  with  a  thoufand  icicles  impend- 
ing. Thefe  concretions  are  formed  by  the  water,  and  probably  are 
conftantly  increafing.  They  havp  in  almoft  every  reipe£t  the  appeari 
ance  of  icicles,  and  may  be  broken  off  by  the  hand  if  not  more  than 
two  inches  m  circumference.  They  appear  of  a  confiftence  much 
like  indurated  lime,  almoft  tranfparent,  and  are  all  perforated  quite 
through  the  whole  length,  with  a  hole  of  the  fizc  of  that  in  a  tobacco 
pipe,  through  which  aperture  the  water  unren^ittedly  drops,  although 
very  flow.  When  a  perfon  is  in  the  remoteft  room,  ai^d  the  lights 
are  removed  into  the  firfl,  thofe  pendant  drops  of  water  make  an 
appearance  more  fplendid  than  can  well  be  imagined.  Some  of  thofe 
flony  icicles  have  at  length  reached  the  bottom  of  the  cave,  and  nowr 
fonx)  pillars,  fome  of  more  than  two  feet  in  girth,  of  the  appearance 
of  marble,  and  almoft  as  h^rd.  They  put  one  in  mind  of  Solomon's 
Jachin  and  Boaz,  imagination  very  eafily  giving  them  pedeflals  an4 
chapiters,  and  even  wreathen  work. 

But  what  we  moil  admired,  was  the  Ikeleton  of  a  large  fnake, 
turned  into  iolid  ilone  by  the  petrifying  quality  of  the  water  before 
mentioned.  It  was  with  fonic  difficulty  torn  up  with  an  axe  from  the 
rock  it  lay  upon,  fome  of  whi(:h  adhered  to  it,  and  is  now  in  the  pof* 
feflion  of  the  relator. 

We  found  the  inmofl  recelTes  of  this  cavern  very  warm,  and  expe< 
rienced  the  want  of  free  air  by  ^  ditticult  refpiration,  although  the 
pandles  burnt  very  clear."* 

RELIGION  AND  CHARACTER. 

The  conftitution  of  this  State  provides  "  for  the  free  exercife 
and  enjoyment  of  religious  profellion  and  worfliip,  without  difcri- 
pination  or  preference  withm  the  State,  for  all  mankind.  Pro- 
vided that  the  liberty  of  confcience  hereby  granted,  fliall  not  be  16 
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confti-uetf  as  to  cxcufc  afts  of  liccntioufncfs,  or  j u (I i fy  piil ice i  iit« 
amlitlent  with  the  i)eacc  and  latcty  of  the  State," 

Tlie  various  rcligiuus  dciiominatiuns  in  this  State  nre  the  foU 
Ipwin^:  Englifli  Prcibytcrians,  Dutch  reformed,  Bnptifti,  I'.piC- 
u>paliaiis,  Friends  or  Qu.ikcis,  German  Luthcranii  MorAviuiii, 
Methodiils,  Roman  Catholics,  Jews,  £lh:ikeri,  and  «  few  of  thu 
folkiwcrs  of  Jemima  VVilicinl'on.  TIjc  Shakers  arc  pfificipully 
fettled  at  New -Lebanun,  and  the:  followers  of  Jemima  Wilkiiiiun  et 
Geneva,  about  twelve  miles  luuth-well  oi  tlic  Cayo;;it  liiku.  For 
tite  peculiar  fentiments  of  thele  various  religious  fucti,  fee  the  gc< 
ncral  account  of  the  United  States,  under  the  at  licle  Reli^^ioii. 

In  April,  1784,  the  Icgillaturc  of  this  State  palled  ati  u^,  cnti* 
biing  all  religious  denominations  to  appoint  trullrcv,  not  Icfi  thai) 
three,  or  more  than  nine,  who  flinll  he  a  botly  lorpoiair,  for  tho 
purpole  of  taking  care  of  the  temporaUtics  of  iheir  rclpettivc  congret 
gations,  and  for  the  other  purpoles  therein  mentioiicd. 

The  miciifters  of  every  denomin  ition  in  the  braic  are  fup))ortcd 
by  the  voluntary  contribution  ol  the  people,  raiitil  t;cncrally  by 
fubfcription,  or  by  a  tax  upon  the  pews}  except  the  Uutt  ii  chuiches 
in  Ncvv-Yoik,  Skenedady,  and  Kingllon,  whuh  have,  except  the 
two  bft,  large  eftates  conliinied  by  cuai tei-.  The  fc-pilcoptti  church 
alio  in  New-York  polFcfies  a  very  large  ttbte  in  and  nc  ir  tiic  city. 

The  effciffs  of  the  Revolution  have  been  as  greatly  and  Mtt  hnppilj< 
felt  by  this,  ns  by  any  of  the  United  atatcs.  The  acccllion  ol  inliiibi- 
taiTts  within  a  few  years  has  been  great,  even  beyond  lalcul.ilion  ;  and 
ik>  long  as  lands  can  be  obtained  upon  advantageous  tenni,  and  with 
a  good  title,  and  the  c^encral  governm.nt  continues  to  pinicA  indiif* 
try  aod  encoura<,-c  conmiLice,  fo  long  they  will  continue  to  incrcafc. 
The  new  fcttlements  that  are  furmnig  in  the  northern  and  wcftcm 
parrs  of  the  State,  are  principally  by  people  from  N'uw-l'iJgliinU.  It 
is  remarkable  that  the  Dutch  enterpriie  few  or  no  Ictik'mcilti.— 
Among  all  tlic  new  townfliips  tl;  ,t  have  been  fcttlid  liiicc  the  peace 
(and  t.  ey  have  been  aftomihingly  r.umerous)  it  ie  not  known  that 
one  has  been  fettled  l)y  tlio  Dutch.  Although  they  arc  n«  "  intent 
upon  gain"  as  other  prof/e,  they  had  rather  icft  ftcure  of  what  they 
petrels,  than  l!ci,.;.rd  uli  or  even  a  part,  in  uncertain  attempts  to  in* 
creafe  it. 

The  Eiiglilli  language  is  generally  fpoken  throughout  the  Stnte, 
but  is  not  a  litt'e  corrupted  by  the  Dutch  di  ileft,  which  h  ilill  fpoken 
in  fonie  couiuici,  particularly  in  King's,  Ulfter,  Albany,  and  that 
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part  of  Onnge  which  lies  fouth  of  the  mountains.  But  as  Dutch 
i'chools  are  ahi)o(V,  if  not  wliolly  ihl'continued,  that  lanj^uage,  in  a 
few  generations,  wi'i  pruLibly  ccafe  to  be  ufcd  at  all;  and  the  in> 
creafe  of  Enj;li(li  fchooU  has  already  had  a  perceptiljle  effcft  in  the 
improvement  of  the  Englilh  language. 

The  manners  of  the  people  dirtier  as  well  as  their  language.  The 
anceftors  of  the  inhabitants  in  thefouthern  and  middle  parts  of  Lang- 
liland  were  either  natives  of  Er.gland  or  the  inimediaie  dd'cenclants 
of  the  firft  fettlers  of  New-England,  and  thru  manners  viiid  cwl^invv 
,are  fimilar  tn  thofe  of  their  anceftors.  The  couiti;;.  ir,t,aljitt::i  Ur 
the  Dutch  have  adopted  the  Englilh  manners  in  ;,  ^  rest,  .'cg/ce,  Iiut 
dill  retain  many  mocies,  particularly  in  their  religion,  wiutb  nn-  p*- 
culiar  to  the  Hollanders.  They  are  induftnonj,  nc.v.  aud  c  'v'lOiri- 
•  cal  in  the  management  of  their  farms  and  their  faini-u-s,  Whatever 
biifinefs  they  purfuc,  they  generally  follow  the  old  ivack  uf  their  *o««% 
fathcrs,  and  feldom  invent  any  new  improveiv.cncd  In  agrir-ilfoic, 
manutaftures,  or  mechanics.  They  were  the  firfi  fettlcr,  ov  r!'i» 
State,  and  were  particularly  friendly  to  the  Englifli  coloi^y  thitf  ilr- 
tled  at  Plvmouth  in  New-England,  in  i6io;  -tid  coiiiinutd  to 
be  amicably  difpofed  towards  the  Etiglifli  colonies  eaft  of  theii.  iinnl 
the  unhappy  difpute  arolc  concerning  the  lands  on  i'.'oiinoi'hcu  (river. 

The  revolntion,  and  its  confequenccs,  have  had  a  wry  p/:ucpc«'jJk: 
influence  in  diffufinga  fpirit  of  liberality  among  the  Diitdi,  .iik'  in 
difpelling  the  ciouds  of  ignorance  and  national  piejudice.  School.-, 
academies,  and  C(»i;eges,  are  eftablifiied  and  eftablifliing  for  the  edu 
cation  of  their  children  in  the  Englifli  and  learned  lanjMiag,C!«,  a-id  ut 
the  arts  and  iciences,  and  a  literary  and  fcienri6c  jnirit  is  cvidentK 
jncreafing.  If  fuch  are  the  buddings  of  improvinen.  \:\  ;]»•  d,w  n  of 
the  American  empire,  what  a  rich  harveft  may  \\x  expeil  ic\  iu  UjH- 
ridian!  •-  ;  .     ,    ,,    -  :  {'•'  ' 

The  city  of  New^-York  is  inhabited  prin<'i_;.  ally  by  merchants,  phy- 
ficbns,  lawyers,  mechanics,  fliopkee[.  ,.5,  and  tradefmen  compofed  of 
almoft  all  nations  and  rcligioii^.  They  are  generally  refpedtable  in 
their  feveral  profeflion-,,  and  luftain  the  reputation  of  honeft,  punc- 
tual, and  hiV  dealers. 

'  The  manners  and  charafter  of  the  inhabitants  of  every  Colony  or 
State  will  take  their  colouring,  in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree,  from  the 
peculiar  manners  of  the  firll  fettlers.  It  is  much  more  natural  for 
emigrants  to  a  fettlement  to  adopt  the  cuftoms  of  the  original  inha- 
bitants, than  the  contrary,  even  though  the  cmijiiants  Ihould  in 

length 
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length  ot  time  become  the  moft  numerotis.  Hence  U  is  that  the  rieaf* 
Iiefs,  pariimony,  and  induftry  of  rhe  Dutch,  were  early  imitated  by 
the  firft  Englifti  fettlcrs  in  the  province,  and,  until  the  revolution, 
ftirmed  a  diftingufliing  trait  in  their  provincial  chara£ter.  It  id  ftill 
difcernible,  though  in  a  much  Icfs  degree,  and  v?ill  probably  continue 
^fible  for  many  years  to  come* 

Befides  the  Dutch  and  Englifli  already  mentioned,  there  are  in  this 
State  many  emigrants  from  Scotland,  Ireland,  Germany,  and  fome 
few  from  France.  Many  Germans  are  fettled  6n  the  Mohawk,  and 
fome  Scots  people  on  the  Hndfon,  in  the  county  of  Waihington. 
The  principal  part  of  the  two  former  fettled  in  the  city  of  New-York^ 
and  retain  the  manners,  the  religion,  and  fome  of  them  the  lan- 
guage of  their  refpeftive  countriest  The  French  emigrants  fettled 
principally  at  New-Rochelle  and  on  Staten  ifland,  and  their  dei'cend- 
ants,  feveral  of  them,  now  fill  fome  of  the  higheft  offices  in  the 
United  States. 

AGRICULTURE,  MANUFACTURES,  AND  TRADE. 

New- York  is  confiderably  behind  her  neighbours  in  New-England, 
New-Jerfey,  and  Pennfylvania,  in  point  of  improtements  in  agri- 
culture and  manufactures.  Among  other  reafons  for  this  deficiency, 
that  of  want  of  enterprize  in  the  inhabitants  is  not  the  leaft.  Indeed 
their  local  advantages  have  been  fuch  as  that  they  have  grown  rich 
vrithout  enterprife.  Befides,  lands  have  hitherto  been  cheap,  and 
farms  of  courfe  large,  and  it  requires  much  iefs  ingenuity  to  raife 
one  thoufand  builiels  of  wheat  upon  iixty  acres  of  land,  than  to  raife 
•the  fame  quantity  upon  thirty  acres.  So  long,  therefore,  as  the  far- 
mer in  New- York  can  have  fixty  acres  of  land  to  raife  one  thoufand 
bufliiels  of  whent,  he  will  never  trouble  himfelf  to  find  out  how  he 
can  raife  the  fame  quantity  upon  half  the  land.  It  is  population 
alone  that  ftamps  a  value  upon  lands,  and  lays  a  foundation  for  high 
improvements  in  agriculture.  When  a  man  is  obliged  to  maintain  a 
family  on  a  fmall  farm,  his  invention  is  exercifed  to  find  out  every 
improvement  that  may  render  it  more  produftive.  This  appears  to- 
be  the  great  rcafon  why  the  lands  on  Delaware  andConnefticut  rivets 
produce  the  farmer  twice  as  much  clear  profit  as  lands  in  equal 
quantity  and  of  the  fame  quality  upon  the  Hudfon.  If  the  preced- 
ing obfervation  be  juft,  improvements  will  keep  pace  with  population 
and  the  increafing  value  of  lands.  Another  caufe  which  has  hereto- 
fore operated  in  preventing  agiicu'tural  improvements  in  this  State, 
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has  heen  their  government,  which,  in  the  manner  it  wis  cdndu^led 
imtil  the  revolution,  was  extremely  unfavourable  to  improvements  of 
almoft  every  kind,  and  particularly  in  agriculture.  The  governort 
were  many  of  them  land  jobbers,  bent  on  making  their  fortuncfj 
and  being  inverted  with  power  to  do  this,  they  either  engrofled  for 
themfelves,  or  patented  away  to  their  particular  favourites,  a  very 
great  proportion  of  the  whole  province.  This,  as  has  beein  before 
obferved,  proved  an  effectual  bar  to  population,  and  of  courfe,  ac« 
cording  to  our  prefent  hypothefis,  has  kept  down  the  price  of  landSf 
and  fo  prevented  improvements  in  agriculture.  It  ought  to  be  ob- 
ferved, in  this  connetflion,  that  thefe  over-grown  eftates  could  be 
cultivated  only  by  the  hands  of  tenants,  who,  having  no  right  in  the 
foil,  and  no  certain  prorpe£t  of  continuing  upon  the  farm  which  they 
held  at  the  will  of  their  landlord,  had  no  motives  to  make  thofe  ex* 
penfive  improvements,  which,  though  not  immediately  produAivCf 
would  prove  very  profitable  in  fome  future  period.  The  tenant,  de- 
pendent on  his  landlord  for  his  annual  fupport,  confines  his  views 
and  improvements  to  the  prefent  year ;  while  the  independent  free- 
holder, fecure  of  his  efiate  for  him'elf  and  his  fucceffors,  carries 
his  views  into  futurity,  and  early  lays  the  foundation  for  growing 
improvement.  But  thefe  obflacles  have  been  removed,  in  a  great 
meafure,  by  the  revolution.  The  genius  of  the  government  of  this 
State,  however,  flill  favours  large  monopolies  of  lands,  which  have 
for  fome  years  back  been  granted  without  regard  either  to  quantity 
or  fettlemeat.  The  fine  fertile  country  of  the  Mohawk,  in  Montgo-. 
mery  county,  which  >vas  formerly  polTeired  by  Sir  William  Johnfon, 
and  other  land  jobbers,  who  were  enemies  to  the  country,  has  been 
forfeited  to  the  State,  and  is  now  fplit  up  into  freehold  eflates,  and 
fettling  with  aftonifliing  rapidity. 

The  foregoing  obfervations  will  in  a  great  meafure  account  for  the 
great  negleft  of  manufaftural  improvements.  Mr.  Smith,  »in  his 
hiflory  of  New-York,  more  than  thirty  years  ago,  obferved,  "  It  is 
much  owing  to  the  difproportion  between  the  number  of  our  inhabi- 
tants, and  the  vaft  tracts  flill  remaining  to  be  fettled,  that  we 
have  not  as  yet  entered  upon  fcarcely  any  other  manufadures  than 
fuch  as  are  indifpenfably  necefTary  for  our  home  convenience."  This 
fame  caufe  has  operated  ever  fuice  in  the  fame  way,  though  not  of  late 
in  the  fame  degree. 

Great  improvements  in  agriculture  cannot  be  expefted,  unlefs 

they  are  made  by  a  few  individuals  who  have  a  particular  genius  for 
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that  bdfineTi,  fo  long  u  Undi  ire  plenty  ilnd  chciip ;  and  improre* 
ments  in  manufa^urei  never  prccedct  but  invariably  follow  improve* 
tnents  in  agriculture.  Theie  obfervationi  apply  more  particularly 
to  the  country.  The  city  of  New-York  contains  a  great  number  of 
people,  who  are  employed  in  various  kind«  of  manufactures.  Among 
many  other  articles  manufactured  in  this  city,  are  wheel  carriages 
of  all  kinds,  loaf  fugar,  bread,  beer,  (liocs  and  boots,  faddlery,  cabi- 
net work,  cutlery,  hats,  wool  cards,  clocks,  watches,  potters  ware, 
.  umbrellas,  all  kinds  of  mathematical  and  mufical  inftruments,  iliips, 
and  every  thing  necefTary  for  their  equipment.  Glafs  works,  and 
feveral  iron  works  have  been  eftabliflied  in  different  parts  of  the 
country,  but  they  never  till  lately  have  been  very  prod\iAive, 
owing  foleiy  to  the  want  of  workmen,  and  the  high  price  of  labour,  * 
its  neceflary  confequcnce.  The  internal  refources  and  advantages 
for  thefe  manufactories,  fuch  as  ore,  wood,  water,  hearth  fione^  pro* 
per  iituations  for  bloomcries,  forges,  and  all  kinds  of  water  works, 
are  immenfe.  There  are  feveral  paper  mills  in  the  State,  which  are 
worked  to  advantage.  The  manufacture  of  maple  fugar,  within  a 
few  years  paft,  has  become  an  objeCl;  of  great  importance.  As  many 
as  three  hundred  chefts.of  four  hundred  pounds  each,  were  made  in 
the  thinly  inhabited  county  of  Otfego,  in  the  year  1791 ;  befides  large 
quantities,  fufficient  for  home  confumption,  in  other  newly-fettled 
parts  of  the  State. 

The  fituation  of  New- York,  with  refpeCk  to  foreign  markets,  has 
decidedly  the  preference  to  any  of  the  States.  It  has,  at  all  feafons 
of  the  year,  a  (hort  and  eafy  accefs  to  the  ocean.  We  have  already 
mentioned  that  it  commands  the  trade  of  a  great  proportion  of  the 
beft  fettled  and  befl  cultivated  parts  of  the  United  States.  New-York 
has  not  been  unmindful  of  her  fuperior  local  advantages,  but  has 
availed  kerfelf  of  them  to  their  full  extent. 

Their  exports  to  the  Weft-Indies  are,  bifcuit,  peas,  Indian  corn, 
apples,  onions,  boards,  ftaves,  horfes,  iheep,  butter,  cheefe,  pickled 
oyfters,  beef  and  pork.  But  wheat  js  the  ftaple  commodity  of  the 
State,  of  which  no  lefs  than  fix  hundred  and  feventy-feven  thoufand 
feven  hundred  bufhels  were  exported  in  the  year  177$,  belides  two 
thoufand  five  hunded  and  fifty-five  tons  of  bread,  and  two  thoufand 
tight  hundred  and  twcnty^eight  tons  of  flour.  InfpeCtors  of  flour 
are  appointed  to  prevent  impofitions,  and  fee  that  none  is  exported 
but  that  which  is  deemed  by  them  merchantable.  Weft-India  goods 
are  received  in  return  for  thefe  articles*    Befides  the  Above  men- 
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tioned  articles,  are  exported  flax-feed,  cotton  wool,  farfaparilla,  cof- 
fee, indigo,  rice,  pig  iron,  bar  iron,  pr  t  afii,  pearl  aih,  furs,  deer 
flcins,  log-wood,  fuftic,  mahogany,  bees-wax,  oil,  Madeira  wine, 
rum,  tar,  pitch,  turpentine,  whale  fins,  fi(h,  fugars,  molafles,  fait, 
tobacco,  lard,  &c.  but  moil  of  thefe  articles  are  imported  for  re-ex- 
portation. The  trade  of  this  State  has  greatly  increafed  fince  the 
revolution,  and  the  balance  is  almoft  conftantly  in  its  favour.  The 
exports  to  foreign  parts,  for  the  year  ending  September  30th,  17919 
confiding  principally  of  the  articles  above  enumerated,  amounted  to 
two  million  five  hundred  and  (ixteen  thoufand  one  hundred  and 
ninety-feven  dollars.  This  State  owned  in  1792  forty-fix  thoufand 
fix  hundred  and  twenty-fix  tons  of  fhipping,  befides  which  fhe  found 
employment  for  about  forty  thoufand  tons  of  foreign  vefTels.* 

There  are  two  or  three  incorporated  £anks  in  the  city  of  New- 
York,  befides  a  branch  of  the  national  bank,  and  one  has  lately  beea 
eftablifhed  in  the  city  of  Albany. 

SOCIETIES. 

There  arc  very  few  focieties  for  improvement  in  knowledge  or 
humanity  in  this  State ;  and  thtfe  few  are  in  the  city  of  New-York. 
The  firft  is,  "  The  fociety  for  promoting  ufeful  knowledge."  This 
fociety  is  upon  an  eftablifiiment  fimilar  to  other  philofophical  foci- 
eties in  Europe  and  America,  but  it  is  not  incorporated.  The  mem- 
bers meet  once  a  month.  Secondly,  "  The  fociety  for  the  mann- 
miflion  of  flaves  and  protecting  fuch  of  them  as  have  been  or  may  be 
liberated.**  This  fociety  meets  once  a  quarter.  Both  thefe  focieties 
confifl  of  gentlemen  of  the  firft  character  in  the  city,  and  of  fome  ki 
other  parts  of  the  State.  Befides  thefe  there  is  a  marine  fociety,  a 
fociety  for  the  relief  of  poor  debtors  confined  in  gaol,  a  manufac- 
turing fociety,  an  agricultural  fociety  lately  eftabliflied,  of  which 
the  members  of  the  legiflature  are  ex  officiis  members,  and  a  medical 
fociety.  ^ 

On  the  28d  of  May,  1794,  a  fociety  was  inftituted  at  New- York, 
for  the  purpofe  of  *'  affording  information  and  affifiance  to  perfons 
emigrating  from  foreign  countries."  The  following  refolutions  and 
conftitution  will  fully  explain  the  laudable  objeAs  of  this  Society. 


*  The  great  incrcafe  of  American  commerce  muft  have  made  a  very  confiderable 
addition  to  the  fhipping  of  this  city  fince  the  above  period. 
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*^  At  a  rffpedahle  meeti'ft^,  held  in  the  city  o/New-forij/or  the  purpoft 
of  confidcrirtg  on  the  propriety  of  ejiahlijhing  a  focicty  for  the  informa- 
■  tion  and  ajfijlance  tfperfons  emigrating  from  foreign  countries^ 

"  It  was  unanimoufly  refolved,  that  from  the  great  increafe  of  emi- 
gration from  Europe  to  the  United  States,  it  is  highly  expedient  to 
form  fuch  an  inftitution. 

**  In  conformity  to  the  above  refohition,  a  fociety  was  inftituted 
on  the  a2d  of  May,  1 794.  The  following  is  the  plan  of  their  con- 
iiitution. 

♦*  Whireas,  from  the  oppreffions  of  many  of  the  governments  of 
Europe,  and  the  public  calamities  likely  to  enfue,  perfons  of  various 
defcriptions  are  emigrating  to  the  United  States  of  America  for  pro- 
tedtion  and  fafety :  And 

**  Whereas  emigrants,  upon  their  firft  arrival  in  thefe  States,  fre- 
<T!uently  fuftain  inconveniencies  in  confequence  of  their  being  unac- 
quainted with  the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  the  country,  and  the 
mod  eligible  mode  of  cftablilhing  themfelves  in  their  fcveral  pro- 
feflions : 

♦*  We,  the  fubfcribers,  agree  to  form  ourfelves  into  a  fociety,  for 
the  purpofe  of  affording  information  and  encouraganent  to  perfons  of 
the  above  defcription:  And  for  the  better  effcding  thefe  objects, ' 
adopt  the  following 

Ji^ssl    .       constitution:   .  -;,..,..i,^_.^'>'k,^    n:r 
i     **  This  fociety  fliall  be  known  and  diftinguiflied  by  the  name  and 
defcription  of  "  The  New-York  focicty  for  the  information  and 
alfiftance  of  perfons  emigrating  from  foreign  countries." 

*'  2.  The  fociety  fliall  meet  regularly  the  firft  Thurfday  in  every 
month,  or  oftener  if  neceflary,  at  fuch  time  and  place  as  they  may 
appoint. 

*•  3.  No  perfon  fliall  be  admitted  into  this  fociety  but  upon  the  re- 
commendation of  two  Members,  and  with  the  confent  of  a  majority, 
to  be  taken  by  ballot  at  the  meeting  of  the  fociety  immediately  fuc- 
ceeding  that  at  M'hich  fuch  perfon  fliall  have  been  propofed. 

*♦  4.  The  officers  of  this  focicty  fliall  confift  of  a  prefulent,  vice- 
prefident,  treafurer,  fecretary,  andacomiuittee  of  conference  and  cor- 
refpondcnce,  to  be  eledted  by  ballot  every  fix  months. 

*'  5.  The  committee  of  conference  and  corrcfpoiuicnce  fliall  confifl: 
pf  fevtn  inembers,  of  whom  the  fecretary  for  the  time  being  fliall  be 
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oiie;  they  fhall  correfpond  with  individuals  and  public  bodies  for 
promoting  the  obje£ls  of  this  inftitution ;  and  upon  the  arrival  of  cmi- 
grantS)  fliall  afford  them  fuch  information  and  affiftance  as  their  re< 
fpedive  circumilances  may  require,  and  the  funds  of  the  fociety 
enable  them  to  grant. 

*♦  6.  This  conftitution  fliall  not  be  altered,  except  fuch  alteratioa 
be  propofed  at  one  meeting,  and  agreed  to  at  the  fucceeding  meeting 
by  three-fourths  of  the  members  prefent." 

Wm.  Sing,   Prefident, 
L.  Way  LAND,  Secretary. 

■;.    ■■■    -■.*■■■"■"■ 

.'      .     LITERATURE. 

■  Until  the  year  1754,  there  was  wo  college  in  the  province  of  New- 
York.  The  ftate  of  literature,  at  that  time,  I  fliall  give  in  the  words 
of  their  hiftorian  :*  "  Our  fchools  are  in  the  loweft  order  ;  the  in- 
ftruftors  want  inftruflion,  and  through  a  long  and  fliameful  negleft 
of  all  the  arts  and  fciences,  our  common  fpecchis  extremely  corrupt, 
and  the  evidences  of  a  bad  tafte,  both  as  to  thought  and  language, 
are  vifible  in  all  our  proceedings,  public  and  private."  This  may 
have  been  a  juft  reprefentation  at  the  time  when  it  was  written;  but 
much  attention  has  fince  been  paid  to  education.  There  are  eight 
incorporated  academies  in  different  parts  of  the  State ;  but  many 
parts  of  the  country  are  yet  either  unfurniflied  with  fchools,  or  the 
fchools  which  they  have  are  kept  by  low,  ignorant  men,  which  are 
worfe  than  none  ;  for  children  had  better  remain  in  ignorance  thaa 
be  badly  taught.  We  are  happy  to  add,  that  the  legiflature  have  lately 
patronized  collegiate  and  academic  education,  by  granting  a  large 
gratuity  to  the  college  and  academies  in  this  State,  which,  in  addition 
to  their  former  funds,  renders  their  endowments  handfome,  and  ade- 
quate to  their  expenditures. 

King's  college,  in  the  city  of  New-York,  was  principally  founded 
by  the  voluntary  contributions  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  province, 
aififted  by  the  General  Affembly,  and  the  corporation  of  Trinity 
Church;  in  the  year  1754,  a  royal  charter  (and  grant  of  money) 
being  then  obtained,  incorporating  a  number  of  gentlemen  therein 
mentioned,  by  the  name  of  "  The  Governors  of  the  College  of  the 
Province  of  New- York,  in  the  City  of  New-York,  in  America ;" 
and  granting  to  them  and  their  fucceffors  for  ever,  amongft 
Various    other  rights   and    privileges,    the    power   of   conferring 

all 
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ill  fifth  degrees  as  are  ufually  conferred  by  either  of  the  Englifli 
univerfities. 

By  the  charter  it  was  provided  that  the  prcfident  (hall  always  be  a 
member  of  the  church  of  England,  and  that  a  form  of  prayer  colleAed 
from  the  liturgy  of  that  church,  with  a  particular  prayer  for  the  col- 
lege, fliall  be  daily  \ifed,  morning  and  evening,  in  the  college 
chapel;  at  the  fame  time,  no  tcft  of  their  religious  perfuafion  was 
required  from  any  of  the  fellows,  profeflbrs,  or  tutors ;  and  the 
advantages  of  education  were  equally  extended  to  ftudents  of  all  de- 
nominations. 

The  building,  wliich  is  only  one  third  of  the  intended  ftruAure, 
conflfts  of  an  elegant  (lone  edifice,  three  complete  flories  high, 
Vf'ith  four  ftair  cafes,  twelve  apartments  in  each,  a  chapel,  halt, 
library,  mufeum,  anatomical  theatre,  and  fchool  for  experimental 
philofophy.  ; 

The  college  is  lituated  on  a  dry  gravelly  foil,  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  yards  from  the  bank  of  Hudfon's  river,  which  it  overlooks ; 
commanding  a  moft  extenfive  and  beautiful  profpedl. 

Since  the  revolution,  the  legiflature  paflcd  an  aA  conflituting 
twenty-one  gentlemen,  of  whom  the  governor  and  lieutenant-go- 
vernor for  the  time  being  are  members  ex  ^ciisf  a  body  corporate 
and  politic,  by  the  name  of  "  The  regents  of  the  univerfity  of  the 
State  of  New- York."  They  are  entrufted  with  the  care  of  literature 
in  general  in  the  State,  and  have  power  to  grant  charters  of  incorpo- 
ration for  ere£bing  colleges  and  academies  throughout  the  State,  they 
are  to  vifit  thefe  inilitutions  as  often  as  they  fhall  think  proper,  and 
report  their  ftate  to  the  legiflature  once  a  year.  •♦' 

King's  college,  which  we  have  already  defcribed,  is  npw  called 
Columbia  College.  This  college,  by  an  ail  of  the  legiflature 
paflfed  in  the  fpring  of  1787,  was  put  under  the  care  of  twenty-four 
gentlemen,  who  are  a  body  corporate,  by  the  name  and  ftyle  of 
"  The  Truftees  of  Columbia  College  in  the  city  of  New-York.'* 
This  body  poflefs  all  the  powers  vefted  in  the  governors  of  King's 
college  before  the  revolution,  or  in  the  regents  of  the  univerfity 
fince  the  revolution,  fo  far  as  their  power  refpefted  this  inftitution. 
No  regent  can  be  a  truflee  of  any  particular  college  or  academy  in  the 
State.  The  regents  of  the  univerfity  have  power  to  confer  the 
higher  degrees,  and  them  only. 

The  college  edifice  has  received  no  additions  fince  the  peace.  The 
funds,  exclufive  of  the  liberal  grant  of  the  legiflature,  amount  to  be- 
tween 
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treen  twelve  and  thirteen  thoufand  pounds  currency,  the  income  of 
which  is  fuflicient  for  prefent  exigencies* 

This  college  is  now  in  a  thriving  ftate,  and  has  about  one  hundred 
iludents  in  the  four  claiTes,  befidcs  medical  ftudents.  The  officers  of 
inftru<£tion  and  immediate  government  are  a  prefident,  profeiTor  of 
mathematics  and  natural  philofophy,  a  profeiTor  of  logic  and  geogra- 
phy, and  a  profeflbr  of  languages.  A  complete  medical  ichool  hafl 
been  lately  annexed  to  the  college,  and  able  profeflnrs  appointed  by 
the  trudces  in  every  branch  of  that  impoitant  fcicnce,  who  regularly 
teach  their  refpedive  branches  with  reputation.  The  number  of 
medical  (Indents  is  about  fifty,  but  they  are  increafing.  The  library 
and  mufeum  were  defiroyed  during  the  war.  The  philofophical 
apparatus  is  new  and  complete. 

Of  the  eight  incorporated  academies,  on^  is  at  Flatbufli,  in  King's 
county,  on  Long-Illand,  four  miles  from  Brooklyn-ferry.  It  it 
fituated  in  a  pleafant,  healthy  village.  The  building  is  large* 
hanHfome,  and  convenient,  and  is  called  Erafmus  Hal).  The  aca- 
demy  is  flou.  ifliing  under  the  care  of  a  principal  and  other  fubordi> 
nate  inftruftors.  v'    ' 

There  is  another  at  Eaft  Hampton,  on  the  eaft  end  of  Long- 
Ifland,  by  the  name  of  Clintojj  Academy.  The  others  are  in 
different  parts  of  the  State.  Befides  thefe  there  are  fchools  eftablifhed 
and  maintained  by  the  voluntary  contributions  of  the  parents.  A 
fpirit  for  literary  improvement  is  evidently  diffuling  its,  influence 
throughout  the  State.  s 

CONSTITUTION.  . 

Cottfiitutlon  of  the  State  ofNcw-Toriy  eftablijhcd  ly  the  Convention^ 
authori/id and  tmpo<weredfor  that  Purpofe^  April  20,  1777. 

I.  This  Convention,  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
good  people  of  this  State,  doth  ordain,  determine,  and  declare,  that 
no  authority  lliall,  on  any  pretence  whatever,  be  exercifed  over  the 
people  or  members  of  this  State,  but  fuch  as  (liall  be  derived  from  and 
granted  by  them. 

II.  This  Convention  doth  further,  in  the  name  and  by  the  autho- 
rity of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  ordain,  determine,  and  declare, 
that  the  fupreme  legiflative  power,  within  this  State,  Ihall  be  vefted 
in  two  feparate  and  diilint^t  bodies  gf  men ;  the  one  to  be  called, 

tas 
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The  Assembly  of  thb  State  of  New-York;  the  other  to  be 
called,  The  Senate  oftheStateoF New-York;  who,  togetheri 
Ihall  form  the  legiflature,  and  meet  once  at  lead  in  every  year  for 
the  difpatch  of  bufinefs.  i 

III.  And  whereas  laws  inconfiftent  with  the  fpirit  of  this  Conftitii- 
tion,  or  with  the  public  good,  may  be  haftily  and  unadvifedly  pafled, 
be  it  ordained,  that  the  governor  for  the  time  being,  the  chancellor, 
and  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  or  any  two  of  them,  together 
with  the  governor,  fliali  be,  and  hereby  are  conftituted  a  council 
to  revife  all  bills  about  to  be  pafled  into  laws  by  the  legiflature ; 
and  for  that  purpofe  fliall  affemble  themfelves,  from  time  to 
time,  when  the  leglilature  fhall  be  convened  ;  for  which,  neverthe- 
lefs,  they  fliall  not  receive  any  falary  or  confideration,  under  any  pre- 
tence whatever.  And  that  all  bills  which  have  pafled  in  the  Senate 
and  Aflembly,  fliall,  before  they  become  laws,  be  prefented  to  the 
iaid  council  fur  their  revifal  and  conflderation  ;  and  if  upon  fuch  re- 
vifal  and  confideration,  it  fliould  appear  improper  to  the  faid  council, 
or  a  majority  of  them,  that  the  faid  bill  fliould  become  a  law  of  this 
State,  that  they  return  the  fmie,  together  with  their  objedlions 
thereto  in  writing,  to  the  Senate  or  Houfe  of  Aflembly,  in  which 
foever  the  fame  fliall  have  originated,  who  fliall  enter  the  objections 
fent  down  by  the  council  at  large  in  their  minutes,  and  proceed 
to  re-confider  the  faid  bill.  But  if  after  fuch  re-confideration,  two- 
thirds  of  the  faid  Senate  or  Houfe  of  AflTembly  fliall,  notwithftanding 
the  faid  objedtions,  agree  to  pafs  the  fame,  it  fliall,  together  with  the 
objeftions,  be  fent  to  the  other  branch  of  the  legiflature,  where  it 
fliall  alfo  be  re-confidered,  and  if  approved  by  two-thirds  of  the  mem- 
bers prefent,  fliall  be  a  law. " 

And  in  order  to  prevent  any  unneceflTary  delays,  be  it  farther  or- 
dained, that  if  any  bill  fliall  not  be  returned  by  the  council  within 
ten  days  after  it  fliall  have  been  prefented,  the  fame  fliall  be  a  law, 
tuilefs  the  legiflature  fliall,  by  their  adjournment,  render  a  return  of 
the  faid  bill  within  ten  days  impradicable  ;  in  which  cafe  the  bill  fliaH 
be  returned  on  the  firft  day  of  the  meeting  of  the  legiflature,  after 
the  expiration  of  the  faid  ten  days. 

IV.  That  the  Afl'embly  fliall  confift  of  at  leaft  feventy  member*, 
to  be  annually  chofen  in  the  feveral  counties,  in  the  proportions  fol- 
lowing, viz. 

The  city  and  county  of  New-York,  nine^^ 

The  city  and  county  of  Albany, /fa.  ■ 
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The  county  of  Duchefs,  fivtn. 
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The  county  of  Weft  Ch.fter, /*-;i 
The  county  of  Ulfter,  fix. 
The  county  of  Suffolk,  fiive. 
The  county  of  Queen's,  four,         , 
V  The  county  of  Orange, /o«r,  i 

The  county  of  King's,  tnuo. 
The  county  of  Richmond,  fw§* 
The  county  of  Tryon,  fix^ 
The  county  of  Charlotte,  yJwr^ 
The  county  of  Cumberland,  thrn. 
The  county  of  Gloucefter,  tvst, 

V.  That  as  loon  after  the  expiration  of  feven  yean  fubfequent  to  thf) 
4ermtnation  of  the  prefent  war  as  may  be,  a  cenl'us  of  the  eIe£torf 
and  inhabitants  in  this  State  be  taken*  under  the  diref^ion  of  the  la> 
;giflature.  And  if  on  fuch  cenfus  it  /liail  appear  that  the  number  uf  te- 
prefentatives  in  AiTembly  from  the  laid  counties,  is  not  juftly  propo*'* 
tioned  to  the  number  of  electors  in  the  faid  counties  refpe£tively, 
that  thelegiflature  do  adjuft  and  apportion  the  lame  by  that  rulCi  And 
5irther,  that  once  in  .every  feyen  years  after  th^e  taking  of  the  fiiid 
iirft  cenfus,  a  juft  account  of  the  dehors  refident  in  each  county 
ihall  be  taken ;  and  if  it  fliall  thereupon  appear  that  the  number  of 
electors  in  any  county  Ihall  have  increafed  or  diminiflied  one  or  more 
feventieth  parts  of  the  whole  number  of  ele£tors  whjcb  od  the  faid 
«lirft  cenfus  fliall  be  found  in  this  State,  the  number  of  reprefcn* 
tatives  for  fuch  county  (ball  be  ipcrealcd  or  4imjniflied  accof' 
•diogly,  that  is  to  fay,  one  reprefentative  for  ^every  feventieth  part  at 
afurefaid. 

VI.  And  whereas  an  opinion  hath  long  prevailed  aoaong  divert  of 
the  good  people  of  this  State,  that  voting  at  eiedjons  by  bnlJQt 
would  tend  more  to  preferve  the  liberty  and  equ^l  freedom  of  the 

•  people  than  voting  vivd  voce :  to  the  end,  therefore,  that  a  fair  ev 
periment  be  made,  which  of  thofe  tAyo  methods  of  voting  it  to  b$ 
preferred. 

Be  it  ordained,  that  as  foon  as  may  be  after  the  termination  of  the 
prefent  war  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  Great  Britain^ 
an  aA  or  a£ts  be  pafTed  by  the  legiflature  of  this  State,  for  cauHng  all 
elections  thereafter  to  be  held  in  this  State,  for  fenators  and  repre- 
ientatives  in  Aifembly,  to  be  by  ballot,  and  directing  the  manner  in 
which  the  faoie  jQiall  be  conducted.    And  whereas  it  is  podible,  that 
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after  all  the  cnre  of  the  legiflaturc  in  framing  the  faid  aft  or  tft«,  eeis 
tain  inconvcnieiicies  and  mifchiefs,  unforefeen  at  this  day,  may  bo 
found  to  attend  the  faid  mode  of  eleding  by  ballot, 

It  is  farther  ordained,  thnt  if  after  a  full  and  fair  experiment  fliall  b» 
made  of  voting  by  ballot  aforefaid,  the  fame  (hall  be  found  icfs  con- 
ducive to  the  fafety  or  ititcrclt  of  the  State  than  the  method  of  votinj; 
vivd  vocf^  it  fliall  be  lawful  and  conftitutlonal  for  the  legillature  to 
abolifli  the  fame  :  provided  two-thirds  of  the  members  prefent  in  each 
houfe  refpedively  fliall  concur  therein  ;  and  farther,  that  during 
the  continuance  of  the  prefent  war,  and  until  the  legiflature  of 
this  State  fljall  provide  for  the  cletlion  of  fenators  .nnd  reprefen- 
tatives  in  Allembly  by  ballot,  the  faid  ©Icftions  fliall  be  made  <vivd 
voce, 

VII.  That  every  male  inhabitant  of  full  age,  who  fliali  have  per- 
fonally  reflded  within  one  of  the  counties  of  this  State,  for  fix  months 
immediately  preceding  the  day  of  eleftion,  fliall,  at  fuch  eledion,  be 
entitled  to  vote  for  reprefentatives  of  the  faid  count]^  in  Allembly,  i^ 
during  the  time  aforelaid,  he  flSall'have  been  a  freeholder  poflefling  a 
freehold  of  the  value  of  twenty  pounds,  within  the  faid  county,  or 
have  rented  a  tcntrtient  therein  of  the  yearly  value  of  forty  fliillingSi 
and  been  rated  and  aftually  paid  taxes  to  this  State  :  provided 
always,  that  dvery  perfon  who  now  is  a  freeman  of  the  city  of  Al- 
bany, or  who  was  made  a  freeman  of  the  city  of  New -York,  on  or 
before  the  fourteenth  day  of  Oftober,  in  thfc  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thoiifand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-five,  atid  fliall  be  actually  and 
iifually  tefident  in  the  faid  cities  refpe£tivcly,  (hall  be  entitled  to. 
vote  for  reprefentatives  in  Aflembly  within  his  faid  place  of  refi- 
dence. 

'  VlII.  That  eveiy  eleftor,  before  he  is  admitted  to  vote,  fliaU,  if 
requii  ed  by  the  returning  ofllicer,  or  either  of  the  infpeftors,  take  an 
oath,  or,  if  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  an  affirmation  of  allegiance 
to  the  State. 

IX.  That  the  AflTembly  thus  conftituted  fliall  choofe  their  own 
fpeaker,  be  judges  of  their  own  members,  and  enjoy  the  fame  privi- 
leges, and  proceed  in  doing  bufinefs  in  like  manner  as  the  Aflfembliei 
of  the  colony  of  New- York  of  right  formerly  did ;  and  that  a  majority 
of  the  faid  members  (hall,  from  time  to  time,  conftitute  a  houfe  ta 
proceed  upon  bufinefs.  •  .iiirs  i 

X.  And  this  Convention  doth  farther,  in  the  name  and  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  ordain,  deterj^iine,  aftd  de- 
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tiare,  that  the  fcnate  of  the  State  of  New-York  fliall  fonfift  of 
twenty-four  freeholder*,  to  be  chol'cn  out  of  the  body  of  the  free- 
holders, and  that  they  be  chofen  by  the  freeholders  of  this  State  pof- 
fefled  of  freeholds  of  the  value  of  one  hundred  pounds  over  and 
above  all  debts  charged  thereon. 

XI.  That  the  members  of  the  fenate  be  cleacd  for  four  years, 
and  immediately  after  the  firlt  elcdtion,  they  be  divided  by  lot  into 
four  clailes,  fix  in  each  clai's,  and  numbered  one,  two,  three  and 
four ;  that  the  fears  of  the  members  of  the  firil  clafs  fliall  be  vacated 
at  the  expiration  of  the  firrt  year,  the  fecond  clals  the  Iccond  year, 
and  fu  on  continually ;  to  the  end  that  the  fourth  part  of  the  fenate, 
as  nearly  as  polTible,  may  be  annually  chofen. 

XII.  That  the  eleaion  of  fenators  fliall  be  after  this  manner  :  that 
fo  much  of  this  State  as  it  now  parcelled  into  counties,  be  divided 
into  four  great  diftrias }  the  fouthern  diftria  to  comprehend  the  city  and 
county  of  New-York,  Suffolk,  Weft-Chefter,  King's,  Queen's,  and 
Richmond  counties  ;  the  middle  diflria  to  comprehend  the  counties 
of  Duchefs,  Ulfter  and  Orange ;  the  weftcrn  diflria,  the  city  and 
county  of  Albany,  and  Tryon  county  ;  and  the  eaftern  difti  ia,  the 
counties  of  Charlotte,  Cumberland,  and  Glouccfter.  That  the  fe- 
nators  fliall  be  eleaed  by  the  freeholders  of  the  faid  diftrias,  quali- 
fied as  aforefaid,  in  the  proportions  following,  to  wit,  in  the  fouthern 
diflria  nine,  in  the  middle  diflria  flx,  in  the  weflern  diflria  fix, 
and  in  the  eaftern  diftria  three.  And  be  it  ordained,  that  a  cenfus 
fliall  be  taken  as  foon  as  may  be  after  the  expiration  of  feven  years 
from  the  termination  of  the  prefent  war,  under  the  direaion  of  the 
legiflature :  and  if  on  fuch  cenfus  it  fliall  appear,  that  the  number 
of  fenators  is  not  juftly  proportioned  to  the  feveral  diflrias,  that 
the  legillature  adjufl  the  proportion  as  near  as  ipay  be  to  the  num« 
ber  of  freeholders,  qualified  as  aforefaid  in  each  diftria.  That  whea 
the  number  of  eleaors  within  any  of  tlie  faid  diftrias  fliall  have 
increafed  one  twenty-fourth  part  of  the  whole  number  of  eleaors, 
\vhich,  by  the  faid  cenfus,  fliall  be  found  to  be  in  this  State,  an  ad- 
ditional  fenator  fliall  be  chofen  by  the  eleaors  of  fuch  diftria.  That 
a  majority  of  the  number  of  fenators  to  lie  qhofen  as  aforefaid  fliall 
be  neceflary  to  conftitute  a  fenate  furiicient  to  proceed  upon  bufinefs, 
and  that  the  fenate  fliall,  in  like  manner  with  the  Aflembly,  be  the 
judges  of  its  own  members.  And  be  it  ordained,  that  it  fliall  be  in  the 
power  of  the  future  legiflatures  of  this  State,  for  the  convenience 
aiid  advantage  of  tlie  good  people  ther^^f,  to  divide  the  fame  into 
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fuch  farther  and  other  counties  and  diftri£ti,  ai  fliull  (o  them  appiaf 
neocfTary. 

XIII.  And  thif  convention  doth  farther,  In  the  name  and  by  th4 
iuthority  of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  ordain,  determine,  and 
declare,  that  no  member  of  thii  State  fliall  be  diifranchifod,  or  d«4 
prived  of  any  of  the  ri^hti  or  privilcgCB  fccured  to  the  fiibjort*  of 
this  State  by  ifhis  conftitutiun,  unlefs  by  the  lavr  of  tlie  laud,  or  the 
judgement  of  his  peers. 

XIV.  That  neither  the  Aflembly  nor  the  fenate  fliall  have  powei* 
to  adjourn  thcmfelvcs  for  any  longer  time  than  two  days,  without 
the  mutual  confent  of  both. 

XV.  That  whenever  the  Aflembly  and  fenate  dlfa^reCf  a  conferenr* 
fhall  be  held  in  the  prefcnce  of  both,  and  be  manngod  by  cotflmit* 
tecs  to  be  by  them  rcfpcftively  ehofcn  by  ballot.  That  the  doors  botl« 
of  the  fenate  and  Aflembly  fliall  at  all  times  be  kept  open  to  all  per- 
fons,  except  when  the  welfare  of  the  StatR  fliull  require  their  de- 
bates to  be  kept  fecret.  And  the  journals  of  all  their  proceedings 
fliall  be  kept  in  the  manner  heretofore  accuflomed  by  the  (fenetal* 
.  AflTembly  of  the  colony  of  New-York,  and  except  fuch  parts  as  they 
fhall,  as  aforefnid,  refpeftively  determine  not  to  make  public,  be 
from  day  to  day  (if  the  bufinefs  of  the  legiflature  wilt  permit)  pub- 
fiflied.  K 

XVI.  It  rs  nevcrthelcfs  provided,  that  the  ntmiber  of  feoators 
ihall  never  exceed  one  hundred,  nor  the  number  of  Afll'mbly  three 
hundred ;  but  that  whenever  the  number  uf  funators  fliall  amount  to 
•ne  hundred,  or  of  the  Aflembly  to  three  hundred,  then,  and,  in 
fuch  cafe,  the  legiflature  fliall  from  time  to  time  thereafter,  by  lawa 
for  that  purpofe,  apportion  and  diftrlbute  the  f; ild  one  hundred  ie« 
nators,  and  three  hundred  reprelentatives,  among  tlm  gieat  diflridt* 
and  counties  of  this  State,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  their  re- 
fpedtive  elcftors ;  {o  that  the  reprel'entation  of  the  good  people  of 
this  State,  both  in  the  Senate  and  Alfembly,  fl»all  for  ever  remain 
proportionate  and  adequate^. 

XVII.  And  this  convention  doth  farther,  in  the  name  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  ordain,  determine  and 
declare,  that  the  fupreme  executive  power  and  authority  of  this  State 
fliall  be  vefled  in  a  governor ;  &nd  that  flatedly,  once  in  every  three 
years,  and  as  c^eft  a»  the  feat  of  government  fliall  become  vacant,  tt 
wife  and  difcreet  freeholder  of  this  State  fliall  be  by  ballot  elected 
f  oTcrnor  by  the  freeholders  of  this  State,  qu«lifled  as  before  delcribed 
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fo  eleft  ienatori ;  which  eledtions  (hall  be  always  heUI  c  the  tinww 
and  place*  of  chufing  reprefentatives  in  AiTemhly  for  cacb  refpeftiw' 
tounty  ;  and  that  the  perfon  who  hath  the  greateft  nirrrber  of  vote* 
within  the  faid  btate  (hall  be  goTcrnor  th«reof. 

XVIII.  That  the  governor  fliall  continue  in  office  three  yearjy 
and  fliall,  by  virtue  of  his  oftice,  be  general  and  communtlcr  in  chief 
of  all  the  militia,  and  admiral  of  the  navy  of  tl  M  State ;  that  he  fhalt 
have  power  to  convene  the  A^embly  tnA  lenate  on  cxtraordinnrf 
cccafinn*,  to  prorogue  them  from  time  to  uiine,  provicJed  fuch  proro-- 
gations  fhall  not  exceed  lixty  days  in  the  fpace  of  any  one  year  ;  anc) 
it  his  difcretion  to  grant  reprieves  and  pardons  to  perfuns  convi^cd  of 
crimes,  other  than  trcafoti  or  murder,  in  which  he  may  fufpeml  thtf 
execution  of  the  fenrcnce,  until  it  (hall  be  reported  to  tlic  Icgiflaturt 
*t  their  lubfeqiient  meeting ;  and  they  (hall  either  pardon  or  diraA 
the  execution  of  the  criminal,  or  grant  a  farther  reprieve. 

XIX.  That  it  (liall  be  the  duty  of  the  governor  to  intorm  the  le- 
grilatnrc,  at  every  lelTionj,  of  the  condition  of  the  State,  lb  far  as  may 
refpeA  his  department ;  to  recommend  fuch  matters  to  their  con- 
fideration  as  fliall  appear  to  him  to  concern  its  good  government,- 
welfare  and  profperity  ;  to  correfpond  with  the  Continental  Contjrefe 
and  other  States,  to  tranfnft  all  necefTary  bufinefs  with  the  ofHcers 
of  government,  civil  and  military  ;  and  to  take  care  that  the  laws  ar« 
faithfully  execiKed  to  the  bed  of  his  ability ;  and  to  expedite  all  fuch 
meafures  as  may  be  refolved  upon  by  the  legiflature. 

XX.  That  a  lieutenant-governor  (hall,  at  every  clcAion  of  a  go- 
vernor, and  as  ol'ten  as  the  lieutenant-governor  fliall  die,  refign,  or 
be  removed  from  olficc,  be  elefted  in  the  fame  manner  with  the  go- 
vernor, to  continue  in  office  until  the  next  eledion  of  a  governor  5 
and  fuch  lieutenant-governor  fliall,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  be  pre(i- 
dent  of  the  fcnate,  and,  upon  an  equal  Jivifion,  have  a  cafting  voice 
in  their  decifions,  but  not  vote  on  any  other  ocraiion. 

And  in  cafe  of  the  impeachment  of  the  governor,  or  his  removal 
from  office,  death,  refignation,  or  abfence  from  the  State,  the  lieu- 
tenant-governor fliall  exercili:  all  the  power  and  authority  appertain- 
ing  to  the  office  of  governor,  until  another  be  chofen,  or  the  gover- 
nor abfcnt  or  impeached,  fliall  return  or  be  acquitted.  Provided, 
that  where  the  governor  fliall,  with  the  confsnt  of  the  legiflature, 
be  out  of  the  State,  in  time  of  war,  at  the  head  of  a  military  force 
thereof,  he  fliall  &\\\  contipue  in  his  command  of  all  the  militaiy 
force  of  the  State,  both  by  lea  and  land. 

.     XXI.  Thai 
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.  ,  XXI.  That  whenf^er  the  government  ihall  be  adminifteretl  \:^ 
the  lieutenant-governor,  or  he  Ihall  be  unable  to  attend  as  prefident 
of  the  fenate,  the  fenators  fliall  have  power  to  ele£t  one  of  their  owil 
members  to  the  office  of  prefident  of  the  fenate,  which  he  fhall  exercif* 
pro  hac  vice*  And  if»  during  fuch  vacancy  of  the  office  of  governor^ 
the  lieutenant-governor  fhall  be  impeached,  difplaced,  relign,  die^ 
or  be  abfent  fro^  the  State,  the  prefident  of  the  fenate  fliall  in  like 
manner  as  the  lieutenant-governor,  adminifter  the  government,  until 
others  (hall  be  elected  by  the  fuffrage  of  the  people  at  the  fucceeding 
cleiflion.  /  . 

XXIL  And  this  Convention  doth  farther,  in  the  name  and  by  the 
tuthprity  iOf  the  good  people  of  this  State,  ordain,  de;termine  and 
declare,  that  the  treasurer  of  this  State  (liall  be  appointed  by  ad  of 
the  legiflature,  to  originate  with  the  Aflembly ;  provided,  that  he 
fliall  not  be  eleftecl  out  of  either  branch  of  the  legiflature* 
.  XXllI.  That  all  officers,  other  than  thofe  who  by  this  conftitution 
are  direded  to  be  otherwife  appointed,  fliall  be  appointed  in  the 
manner  following,  to  wit,  the  AflTembly  fliall  once  in  every  year 
openly  nominate  and  appoint  one  of  the  fenators  from  each  great  dif- 
trift,  which  fenators  ftiali  form  a  council  for  the  appointment  of  the 
faid  officers,  of  which  the  governor  for  the  time  being,  or  the  lieutenant- 
governor,  or  the  prelident  of  the  fenate,  when  they  fliall  refpedtively 
adminifter  the  government,  fliall  be  prefident,  and  have  a  calling 
voice,  hut  no  other  vote  j  and  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  faid 
council  fliall  appoint  all  the  faid  officers ;  and  that  a  majority  of  the 
i'aid  council  be  a  quorum.  And  farther,  the  faid  fenators  fliall  not 
be  eligible  to  the  faid  council  for  two  years  fucceffively. 

XXIV.  That  all  military  officers  be  appointed  during  pleafurc ; 
that  all  commiffioned  officers,  civil  and  military,  be  commiffioned 
by  the  governor ;  and  that  the  chancellor,  the  judges  of  the  fupreme 
court,  and  firfl:  judge  of  the  county  court  in  every  county,  hold  their 
offices  during  good  behaviour,  or  until  they  ftiall  have  refpe£tively 
attained  the  age  of  lixty  years. 

XXV.  That  the  chancellor  and  judges  of  the  fupreme  court  fliall 
not  at  the  fame  time  hold  any  other  office,  excepting  that  of  delegate 
to  the  General  Congiels  upon  fpecial  occafions  ;  and  that  the  firft 
judges  of  the  county  courts  in  the  feveral  counties  fliall  not  at  the 
fame  time  hold  any  other  office,  excepting  that  of  fenator  or  delegate 
Xp  the  General  Congiefs.    iBut  if  the  chancellor,  or  either  of  the  faid 
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jodges,  tx;  defied  or  appointed  to  any  other  o^Hce,  excepting  (u  it 
before  excepted,  it  (hall  be  at  his  option  in  which  to  ferve. 

XXVI.  That  fheriff)  and  coi'oners  be  annually  appointed ;  and 
that  no  perfon  fllall  be  capable  of  holding  either  of  the  faid  oflices 
more  than  four  years  fucccflivelyj  nor  the  flienif  of  holding  any 
other  office  at  the  fame  time. 

XXVII.  And  be  it  further  ordiained,  that  the  regifter  and  clerks  in 
chancery  be  appointed  by  the  chancellor ;  the  clerks  of  the  luprcme 
court  by  the  judges  of  the  faid  court;  the  clerk  of  the  court  of 
probates  by  the  judge  of  the  f:iid  court ;  and  the  regifter  and  marflul 
of  the  court  of  admiralty  by  the  judge  of  the  admiralty  ;  the  faid 
marlhal,  rcgifters  and  clerks,  to  continue  in  office  during  the  plealuro 
of  thofe  by  whom  they  arc  to  be  appointed  as  aforefaid. 

And  that  all  attornies,  folicitors  and  counfcUors  at  law,  hereafter 
to  be  appointed,  be  appointed  by  the  court,  and  licenicd  by  the  firft 
judge  of  the  court  in  which  they  fliall  refpedively  plead  or  praftife; 
and  be  regulated  by  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  faid  courts. 

XXVIII.  And  be  it  farther  ordaitied,  that  where  by  this  Conven- 
tion the  duration  of  any  office  fhall  not  be  afcertained,  fuch  office 
fliall  be  conflrued  to  be  held  during  the  pleafure  of  the  council  of 
appointment:  provided,  that  new  commiffions  fliall  be  ifliied  to 
judges  of  the  county  courts  (other  than  to  the  firft  judge)  and  to 
juftices  of  the  peace,  once  at  the  leall  in  every  three  years. 

XXIX.  That  town-clerks,  fupervilors,  aflelTors,  conftables  and 
coUeftors,  and  all  other  officers  heretofore  eligible  by  the  people, 
ihall  always  continue  to  be  fo  eligible,  in  the  manner  direfted  by  the 
prcfcnt  or  fucure  afts  of  legiflature. 

v  T'lat  loan  officers,  county  treafurers,  and  clerks  of  the  fupcrvi* 
fors,  continue  to  be  appointed  in  the  manner  dircded  by  the  prefent 
or  future  afts  of  the  legiflnture. 

XXX.  That  delegates  to  reprefent  this  State  in  the  General  Con« 
grefs  of  the  United  States  of  America  be  aimually  appointed  as  fol- 
lows, to  wit,  the  Senate  and  Affembly  fliall  each  openly  nominate 
as  many  perfonj  as  fliall  be  equal  to  the  whole  number  of  delegates 
to  be  appointed ;  after  which  nomination  they  fliall  meet  together, 
and  thofe  perfons  named  in  both  lifts  fliall  be  delegates ;  and  out  of 
thole  perfons  whofe  names  are  not  in  both  lifts,  one  half  fliall  be 
chofen  by  the  jc  "..it  ballot  of  the  lenators  and  members  of  Aflembly 
fo  met  tQ^eth^r  as  aforefaid, 

XXXI.  That 
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XXXI.  Thnt  the  ftyle  of  iijl  l.twi  Hialt  be  as  foUowi,  to  vrir,  «<  Bf 
it  tnadted  by  the  people  of  the  Stale  of  New-York,  reprefcnted  in 
Senate  and  AfknMy.'*  And  that  all  writs  and  other  proceedings 
SznW  r»n  in  the  name  of  "  the  l*eople  of  the  State  of  New-York," 
»nd  be  atteflcd  in  the  name  of  the  chancellor  or  chief  judge  of  the 
court  from  whence  they  fliall  ill'ue. 

XXXil.  And  this  Cnnvcntion  doth  farther,  m  the  name  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  thii  State,  ordain,  determins 
and  declare,  that  a  court  Hiall  be  inftitutcd  for  the  trial  of  impeach- 
ments, and  the  correction  of  crmr*,  under  the  regulations  which  fliali  - 
i)e  citabliflied  by  the  lejjinutiirc  j  i»nd  to  confift  of  the  prefident  of 
Che  fenate  for  the  time  l)eii)g,  nnd  the  fcuators,  ch:incellor  and  judges 
of  the  I'liprciHc  court,  or  the  major  part  of  them ;  except,  that 
■when  an  impeachment  lliall  be  profccuted  againft  the  chancellor,  or 
either  of  Uk;  jiiflges  of  the  fuprcme  court,  the  porfon  (b  impeached 
ihall  be  i"ufpe:>''cd  from  txcrrifing  his  oflicc  until  his  acquittal :  and 
»n  like  nrvmn«i-,  when  an  appeal  from  a  decree  in  equity  fliall  be 
iicrvrd,  the  chnru-ellor  Hiail  inform  thn  court  of  the  reafons  of  his 
iiecree,  but  Ihall  not  have  a  voice  in  the  linal  fcntence.  And  if  tha 
caid'e  to  be  dcteririiictl  (hall  be  brouglit  up  by  writ  of  error  on  a 
«jueftior»  of  law,  on  a  judgment  in  the  I'lipii'me  court,  the  judges  of 
(that  court  fliaU  aifign  the  reafons  of  fuch  their  judgment,  but  dial  1 
not  have  a  voice  for  its  aftirnuiurt'  or  rcvcrfah 

XXXIIl.  That  the  power  of  impcachinjy;  all  officers  of  the  State, 
lor  mal  and  corrupt  conduct  in  their  rcfpc<ftive  offices,  be  vefted  in 
the  rei>r«;fentaiivc8  of  the  people  in  AUcmblyj  but  that  if  fliall  always 
beneccflary  th.«  iwo-third  pails  of  the  members  prefent  fliall confcn^ 
to  and  agree  in  furh  impeachment.  That  previous  to  the  trial  of  every 
impeachiuent,  the  nitinborB  of  the  fiid  court  fliaVl  refpe(filvely  be 
Iworn,  truly  and  impaitially  to  try  and  determine  thr  chaige  in  quef- 
tion  according  to  cvid/.nrc  ;  and  that  no  judgment  of  the  laid  court 
Ihall  be  valid,  unlJ":i  it  be  alTented  to  by  two-third  parts  of  ihc  mem- 
bers then  prefent ;  nor  fliall  it  extenl  farther  than  to  removal  from 
«iilict,  afiij  difqvjalifif  aijon  to  hold  nnti  enjoy  any  place  of  honour, 
ii  uit  or  profit,  iuidci  tlii<  Sta'c.  Hut  tin:  jiarty  fo  convii'tcd  fliall  be, 
nevci thelel's,  lial)le  and  rubji'ift  to  iiulidmenr,  trial,  judgment  and 
pur<i(hmeiit,  ac,oid,ni;  to  tlic  1;mvj  of  t)>c  land>. 

XXXiV.  And  It  i«  farther  ordained,  that  in  every  trial  on  im? 
j^cacliment  or  iiididiiieiit  for  crimci  or  mildctiicanon,  ihe  party  im- 
pc;i.chi?d  or  iiid.ded  |h;il'  be  allo'vcd  counfel  n'j  in  civil  aftions. 

XXXV.  And 
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kXXV.  And  that  this  Convention  doth  farther,  in  the  name  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  ordain,  determin* 
and  declare,  tiiat  fuch  parts  of  the  common  law  of  England,  and  of 
the  ftatute  la<v  of  England  and  Great*Britain,  and  of  the  a£ts  of  tho 
legiflature  of  the  colony  of  New-York,  as  together  did  form  th» 
few  of  the  faid  colony  on  the  xgth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-five,  fhall  be  and  con-* 
tinue  the  law  of  this  State  ;  fubjeft  to  fuch  alterations  and  provifiona 
ss  the  legiflature  of  this  State  fhall  from  time  to  time  make  concern- 
ing the  fame.  That  fuch  of  the  faid  ads  as  are  temporary  fliall 
expire  at  the  times  limited  for  their  duration  refpedtively.  That  all 
fuch  parts  of  the  faid  common  law,  and  all  fuch  of  the  faid  ftatutet 
and  afts  afoiefaid,  or  parts  thereof,  as  mtiy  be  conftrued  to  eftablifli 
or  rtiaintain .  any  particular  denomination  of  Chriftians  or  their  mi- 
nifters,  or  concern  the  allegiance  heretofore  yielded  to,  and  the  fu* 
premacy,  fovereignty,  government  or  prerogatives^  claimed  or  ex- 
ercifed  by  the  King  of  Great-Britain  and  his  predecfeflbrs  over  the^o- 
lony  of  New-York  and  its  inhabitants,  or  are  repugnant  to  this  con« 
fiitution,  be,  and  they  hereby  arc,  abrwgated  and  rejected.  And 
this  Convention  doth  farther  ordain^  that  the  refo'.ves  or  refolutiona 
of  the  congreffes  of  the  colony  of  New-York  and  of  the  Conventioil 
of  the  State  of  New*>York  now  in  force,  and  not  repugnant  to  the 
government  eftabliflicd  Wy  this  conftitutioii,  fiiall  bs  coiifideied  aa 
making  part  of  the  Jaws  of  this  State ;  fubjedl,  neverthelefs,  to  fuch 
alterations  and  provifions  as  the  legiflature  of  this  State  may,  from 
time  to  time,  make  concerning  the  fame. 

XXXVI.  And  be  it  farther  ordained,  that  all  grants  of  lands  within, 
this  State,  made  by  the  King  of  Great-Britain,  or  perfons  afting 
under  his  authority,  after  the  fourteenth  day  of  0£tober,  one  thou- 
fand feven  hundred  and  fevcnty-live,  fliall  be  null  and  void  j  but 
that  nothing  in  this  conftitution  contained  fliall  be  conftrued  to  affedt 
any  grants  of  land,  within  this  State,  made  by  the  authority  of  th« 
faid  king  or  his  predeceflbrs,  or  to  annul  any  charters  to  bodies  poli- 
tic, by  him  or  them,  or  any  of  them,  made  prior  to  that  d:iy.  And 
that  none  of  the  faid  charters  ftiall  be  adjudged  to  be  void,  by  rea- 
fon  of  any  non-ufer  or  mil'-ufcr  of  any  of  their  refpeftive  rights  or 
privileges,  between  the  nineteenth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  atxl  leventy-five,  and  the  publifa- 
tion  of  this  conftitution.  And  farther,  that  all  fuch  of  the  ofHcers 
dcfcribed  in  the  faid  charters  refpeftiveJy,  as  by  the  terms  of  the 

Vot.  U.  Z  2  iaid 
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*nid  charters  vvcuc  to  be  appointed  by  the  governor  of  the  colony  or 
Ncu-Vork,  witli  or  without  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  council  of 
the  faiil  kiny  in  the  laid  colony,  fliall  henceforth  be  appointed  by  the 
toiuicil  eftabliflied  by  this  conftitution  for  the  appointment  of  officers 
in  this  State,  until  othervvife  direi^ted  bv  the  ]c"iflature.  .    ' 

XXX\'II.  And  whereas  it  is  of  great  importance  to  the  fafety  of 
this  State,  that  peace  and  aaii'.y  with  the  Indians  within  the  fame  be 
zt  all  times  fupported  and  maintained  ;  and  whereas  the  frauds  toa 
often  pradtifcd  towards  the  faid  Indians,  in  contracts  made  for  their 
lands,  have  in  divers  inllances  been  produiTtive  of  dangerous  difj 
contents  and  animofities,  be  it  ordained,  that  no  purchafes  or  con- 
tracts for  the  fale  of  lands,  made  fince  the  fourteenth  day  of  Odober,- 
in  the  year  of^our  Lord  one  thoiifand  feven  hundred  and  feventy- 
five,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  made  with  or  of  the  faid  Inui:.r:r 
■n'itliin  the  limits  of  this  State,  fliall  be  bindini;  on  the  faid  Indians, 
or  deemed  valid,  unlefs  m;;de  under  the  authority  and  with  the  con- 
fent of  the  Icgiflaturo  of  this  State. 

XXXVlIf.  And  whereas  wc  are  required  by  the  benevolent  princi- 
ples of  rational  libci  ty,  not  only  to  exjiel  civil  tyranny,  but  alfo  ta 
guard  againft  that  fj)iritual  opprciuon  and  intolerance  \vh;"rcvvith  the 
bigotry  and  anibition  of  weak  and  wicked  priefts  and  princes  have 
fcourgod  mankind ;  tins  Convention  doth  farther,  in  the  name  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  tliis  State,  ordain,  determine,i 
and  declare,  that  the  free  excrciie  and  enjoyment  of  religious  pro-" 
J'elllon  and  worfliip,  without  difcrimination  or  preference,  fliall  for 
ever  hereafter  Ix;  allowed  within  this  State  to  all  mankind.  Pro- 
vided, that  the  liberty  of  confcicncc  hereby  ^ranted  Hiall  not  be  fo 
•-onftnied  as  to  excufe  afts  of  lit:entionfnc<3,  or  juftity  practices  in- 
confiftent  with  the  peace  or  fafety  of  this  State. 

XXXIX.  And  whereas  the  miniflcrs  of  the  gofpel  are  by  theif 
profciUon  dedicated  to  the  fervice  of  God  and  the  cure  of  fouls,  and 
ought  not  to  be  diverted  fi-om  the  great  duties  of  their  function  j 
therefore  no  minifter  of  the  gofpel,  or  prieft  of  any  denomination 
whatfoever,  fliall  at  any  time  hertaft(M-,  under  any  pretence  or  de- 
fcription  whatever,  be  eligible  to,  *  cipable  of  hoMuig  any  civil  or 
iwlitary  6lKce  or  place  within  this  State. 

■  XI...  And  where:;^  it  is  of  the  utmoil  importance  to  the  fafety  of 
rvery  Siatc,  that  it  flioiild  always  be  in  a  conditio'i  of  defence  ;  and  it 
is  the  duty  of  every  man  who  enjoys  the  protection  of  fociety  to  be 
j}r(.'p5rjdnd  willing  to  defend  it  J  thii  Convention,  therefore,  in  the 
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jaame  and  by  the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  State  doth 
ordain,  determine,  atid  declare,  that  the  militia  of  this  State,  at  all 
times  hereafter,  as  well  in  peace  as  in  war,  fliall  be  armed  and  difci- 
plined,  and  inreadinefs  for  fcrvice.  That  all  furh  of  the  inhabitant? 
of  this  State,  being  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  wlio,  from  fcrnples 
of  confcience,  may  be  aveil'c  to  the  bearing  of  arms,  be  therefrom 
excufed  by  the  icgiflature ;  and  do  pay  to  the  State  fiich. funis  of 
money  in  lieu  of  their  perfonal  fervice,  as  the  fame  may,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  Icgiflature,  be  worth :  and  that  a  proper  mai;av,inc 
of  warlike  Ilores,  proportionate  to  the  number  of  inhabitants,  be  for 
ever  hereafter  at  the  expenfe  of  this  State,  and  by  a£v3  of  thi;  !';L;illa- 
ture,  ellabliflied,  maintained,  and  continued  in  every  county  in  this 
State. 

XLI.  And  this  Cqnvention  doth  further  ordain,  determine,  and 
declare,  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  this 
State,  that  trial  by  jury,  in  all  cafes  in  which  it  hath  heretofore  beeri 
ufcd  in  the  colony  of  New-York,  fliall  be  eflabliflieu,  and  remain 
inviolate  for  ever  :  and  that  no  atfis  of  attainder  fliall  be  pail'ed  by  the 
Icgiflature  of  this  State  for  crime?,  other  than  thofe  committed  be- 
fore the  termination  of  the  prefent  war  ;  and  that  fueh  acts  fliall  not 
work  a  corrupr:">n  of  blood.  And  farther,  that  the  Icgiflatiu'e  of  this  • 
State  fliall  at  no  time  hereafter  inftitute  any  new  court  or  courts 
but  fuch  as  fliall  proceed  according  to  the  courfe  of  the  commor  law. 

XLli.  And  this  Convention  doth  farther,  in  the  name  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  ordain,  determine,  at\d  de- 
clare, that  it  fliall  be  in  the  difcrction  of  the  Icgiflature  to  naturalizu 
all  fuch  perfons,  and  in  fnch  manner,  as  they  fliall  think  proper, 
provided  all  fuch  of  the  perfons  fo  to  be  by  them  naturalized,  as 
being  born  in  parts  beyond  fea,  and  out  of  the  United  btates  of 
Air.erica,  fliall  come  to  fettle  in,  and  become  fubjedts  of  this  State, 
fliall  take  an  ^ath  of  al!ec:iance  to  this  State,  and  abinrc  and  re- 
nounce  all  allegiance  and  fnbjec'tion  to  all  and  every  foreign  king, 
prince,  potentate,  and  tlate,  in  all  matters  ecclefiaftical  as  wtlj  as 
civil. 


In  1787,  the  legiflatiire  of  this  State  ceded  to  the  Commonwealth 
of  Maflachufctts,  all  the  lands  within  their  jurifdiction,  weft  of  a 
meridian  tl>at  iliall  be  ch-awn  from  a  point  in  the  north  bomuinry 
line  of  Penniylvania,  eighty-two  miles  weit  from  tlic  Lelawaic  (ex- 
cepting one  mile  along  tlie  cafl:  fide  of  Niagara  river)   and  alio  ten 
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townfliips  between  the  Chenengo  and  Owegy  rivers,  referving  thai 
jurifdiiftion  to  the  State  of  New-York.  This  ceflion  was  made  to 
fatisfy  a  c'aim  of  Maflkchufttts  founded  upon  their  original  charter. 
,  All  free  governments  abound  with  lawyer?.  Of  thefe  America  fur- 
oiflies  a  plentiful  growth,  and  New- York  has  its  (hare,  as  it  contains 
not  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  licenfed  attoruies.  In  this 
State  the  prafticeof  law  is  conformed  to  the  Englifli  mode,  but  ia 
more  confiftently  adminitlcred  than  in  that  country. — Law,  indeed, 
in  N.w-York,  is  not  an  engine  whereby  the  innocent  are  entrapped 
«nd  ruined,  or  by  which  the  worthy  citizen  is  deprived  of  his  liberty 
and  property  at  the  pleaiure  of  his  governors.  The  lawyer^ 
of  Ncw-Yqrk  are  in  general  men  of  honour.  The  feveral  de- 
grees in  the  profeflion,  the  number  of  critical  examinations  that 
candidates  are  obliged  to  pafs  through  before  they  can  be  ad- 
mitted as  counfellor^  in  the  high( ;  courts,  tqgether  with  the 
time  of  fludy  required  by  the  ru'es  of  admiflion,  render  an  accefs 
to  the  firft  honours  of  the  bar  fo  difficult  as  to  preclude  ignorant 
pretenders  to  the  important  fcience  of  law.  New-York  can  boaft  of 
many  eminent  charafters  in  all  the  learned  profeffions,  and  has  fur- 
niflied  America  with  fome  of  her  moft  ab'e  legiflators.  It  is  how- 
ever to  he  feared,  that  a  too  rigid  adherence  to  the  forms  of  legaj 
prccefs  in  England  has  fometimcs  perplexed  the  road  to  juftice,  and 
prevented  valuable  improvements  in  the  pra^ice,  not  only  of  thhi 
but  of  rao(l  of  the  other  States, 

•  FINANCE  §,. 

A  variety  of  circumftances  have  confpired  to  fill  the  treafuryof  this 
State,  and  wholly  to  fuperfetle  the  neceffity  of  taxation  for  feveral 
years  part ;  firft,  confilcations  and  economical  management  of  that 
property!  fecond,  fales  of  unappropriated  lands;  and  third,  a  duty 
on  imports  previous  to  the  ellahlifliment  of  the  federal  government. 
The,  two  former  were  fold  for  continental  certificates,  at  a  time 
vhcn  the  credit  of  the  State  was,  perhaps,  above  the  par  of  the 
Union,  which  was  the  caufe  of  getting  a  large  fum  of  the  public  debt 
into  the  treaiury  of  the  Slate  at  a  depreciated  value.  Thefe  certifi- 
cates, fince  the  funding  fvftein  came  into  operation,  added  to  the 
afl'umsd  State  debt,  a  vail  quantity  of  which  was  alio  in  the  treafury, 
forms  an  enormous  mai's  of  pn  ptrty,  yielding  an  annuity  of  upwards 
of  one  hundred  choufand  dollars  ;  and  when  the  deferred  debt  fliall 
become  d  fii^  per  cent,  flock,  this  annuity  will  bs  iucieafcd  to  up-j 
ward5  of  two  hundred  tlK)ul"an4doll;\rs. 

The 
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The  ability  of  the  State,  therefore,  is  abundantly  competent  to  ai4 
public  inftitutions  of  every  kind,  to  make  roads,  ert&  bridge;,  open 
canals,  and  to  pufli  every  kind  of  improvement  to  the  moll  defirable 
length.  It  could  be  wiihed,  that  thofe  ciiizens  wiio  were  exiled 
during  the  war,  and  whofe  property  was  expofed  during  its  contimi? 
ance  to  wanton  depredationr,  were  amply  rewarded  by  a  legiflaturc 
poflelCng  fo  fully  the  means  of  difcriminating  this  unh<-tppy  clals 
of  fufFerers,  au4  making  them  compenfation  for  their  voluntaty 
iacrififeSf  we  are  not  without  hope  that  this  will  foon  be  the  cafe. 

.       MILITARY  STRENGTH. 

By  official  returns  of  the  militia  of  this  State,  made  to  the  governor 

by  the  adjutant-general,  it  appears  that  the  total  number  in  1 789,  was 

forty-two  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  feventy-nine ;  1790— for ty-four 

thoufand  two  hundred  and  fifty-nine;  1791 — fifty  thoufand  three 

hundred  and  ninety-nine.     Befides  thefe,  there  are  as  many  as  five 

or  fix  thoufand  of  the  militia  in  the  new  fettlefvcnts,  whQ  are  not  yet 

organized. 

f ORTS,  &c. 

Thefe  are  principally  in  ruins.  The  demolition  of  the  fort  in  the 
city  of  New- York  has  been  mentioned.  Remains  of  the  fortifications 
on  Long-Ifland,  York-Ifland,  White-Plains,  Weft-Point,  and  other 
place?,  are  ftill  vifible.  Fort  Stanwix,  built  by  the  Britifii  in  1758, 
at  the  expenfe,  it  is  faid,  of  fixty  thoufand  pounds,  is  one  hundred 
and  feven  miles  weftward  of  Skeneftady,  on  an  artificial  eminence 
bordering  on  the  Mohawk  river,  and  in  travelling  this  diftaiice,  yon 
pafs  Fort  Hunter,  Fort  Anthony,  Fort  Plain,  Fort  Herkemev,  and 
Fort  Schuyler.  As  you  proceed  weftward  of  tort  Stanwix,  you  pafs 
Fort  Bull,  and  Fort  Breweton,  at  the  weft  end  of  Oneida  take.  Fort 
George  is  at  the  fouth  end  of  lake  George.  At  the  point  where 
lake  George  communicates  with  lake  Champlain  is  the  famous  poft 
of  Ticonderoga,  by  which  word  the  Canadians  undprftand  noijj.— 
The  works  at  this  plnce  are  in  fiich  a  ftate  of  dilapidation,  that  a 
ftranger  can  fcarcdy  form  an  idea  of  their  conftruction.  They  are, 
however,  fituated  on  fuch  high  ground  as  to  command  the  comnau- 
nieation  between  the  lakes  George  and  Champlain.  Oppofite,  on 
the  fouth  fide  of  the  water  that  empties  out  of  lake  George,  is  a 
mountain,  to  appearance  inacceffible,  calJid  Mount  Defiance,  where 
General  I-urgoyne,  in  the  late  war,  with  a  boldnels,  lecrecy,  and 
difpatch  almoft  unparalleled,  conveyed  a  number  of  cannon,  (lores, 
and  troops.     The  cannon  were  raifed  by  huge  bials  tackles  from 
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tree  to  trc;,  and  from  rock  to  rock,  over  dens  of  rattlc-fnakcs,  to 
the  fiimm'u,  wh  ch  entirely  comniaiuls  the  works  of  Ticonderoga. 
This  circumllnce  muft  cvur  be  conlidered  as  a  full  jultificatioii  of 
General  Sinclair's  fudden  retreat  with  the  American  ariny,  and  the 
obfervation  which  he  made  on  his  trial,  in  his  own  defence,  that 
f  though  he  had  loft  a  poft,  he  had  faved  a  State,"  was  afterward* 
verified. 

Crown-Point  is  fifteen  mil;«  north  of  Ticonderoga  on  lake  Cham* 
plain.  The  fort  at  this  place,  in  which  a  Bi  itirti  garrifon  was  always 
kept,  from  the  rv'duiftioo  of  Canada  till  the  American  Revolution, 
was  the  moft  rogulaf,  and  the  moft  expe nfive  of  any  ever  conftnu'tcd 
and  fupported  by  the  Britilh  government  in  Nqrth-America.  The 
walls  arc  of  wood  and  earth,  ab  'Ut  fixteen  feet  high,  and  twenty  feet 
thick,  and  nearly  one  hundred  p.nd  fii'ty  yarils  I'quarc,  furronnded  by 
a  deep  and  broad  ditch  cut  through  a  lol  d  rock.  It  ftands  on  a  rifmg 
gronnd,  perhaps  two  hundred  yards  from  die  lake,  with  which  there 
was  a  covered  way,  by  which  the  garrifon  could  be  fupplied  witl^ 
•water  in  time  of  a  fiegc.  The  only  gate  opens  on  the  north  toward? 
the  lake,  where  there  was  a  draw-bridge.  On  the  right  and  left,  as 
you  enter  the  fort,  are  a  row  of  ftone  barracks,  not  inelegantly  built, 
jutficient  to  contain  fifteen  hundred  or  two  thoufand  troops  j  the  pa« 
rade  is  between  them,  and  is  a  flat  fmooth  rock.  There  were  icveia^ 
piit-works,  which  are  now  in  rnins,  as  is  the  principal  fort,  except  the 
walls,  and  the  walls  of  the  barracks,  wl^ich  ftiU  remain. 


f.-» 


INDIANS. 


T^ie  body  of  the  fix  nations  inhabit  the  wpftern  parts  of  this  State, 
The  princij)al  part  of  the  Mohawk  tribe  refide  on  Grand  river,  ii^ 
Upper  Canada  ;  and  there  are  two  villages  of  Senecas  on  the  Alle- 
gany river,!  near  the  north*  line  of  Pennfylvania,  and  a  few  Dela- 
wares  and  Skawaghkees,  jan  BufTaloe  creek.  Including  theie,  and 
the  Stockbridge  and  INIohegan  Indians,  who  have  migrated  and 
fettled  in  the  vicinity  of  Oneida,  there  are,  in  the  fix  nations,  ac- 
cording to  an  accurate  eftiniate  lately  made  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kirk- 
land,  niifiionary  among  them,  fix  tlun'i;  .  thr^e  hundred  and 
thirty  fouls.  He  adds,  that  apiong  thel'e  th^re  is  comnnratively  but 
very  few  children. 

The  following  extraft  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Kirkiand,  will 
give  the  reader  an  idea  of  the  characters,  which,  according  to  In- 
dian tradition,  arc  excluded  from  the  happy  country:  "The  region 
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bf  Pure  Spirits,  the  five  nations  call  RJlanane.     The  only  rhararteri 
which,  according  to  their  traditions,  cannot  be  admitted  to  pnrticlpato 
t)f  the  pleafures  and  delights  of  fhi«  h  '1  py  country,  are  I'cdttci'd  ttf 
three,  viz.  luicides;  the  diiobedicnt  to  the  connCcls  ot'  the  I'liicf*  j 
and  fucli  as  put  away  their  wives  on  account  of  pre;;nani:y.     Accor- 
ding to  their  tradtion,  there  is  a  gloomy,  fathomld's  t;ulph,  nciir  the 
borders  of  the  delightful  manfions  of  Efkanane,  over  which  all  j{oo(i 
and  brave  fpirits  pais  with  fafety,  under  the  condtiift  o(   a  faithful 
and  Ikilful  guide  appointed  for  that  pnrpofe  ;  but  when  a  filicide,  ur 
any  of  the   above-mentioned  chararter?,    approach   this   gulph,  the 
conduftor,  who  pofllires  a  nioft  penetrating  eye,  in(l.\:ttly   difcovcu 
their  fpiritual  features  and  charadcr,  and  denies  then)  his  aid,  af- 
figning  his  reaftjns.    They  will,  however,  attempt  to  ci'olii  tipon  a 
Imall  pole,    which,    before  they  reach  the  middle,    trembles)  and 
fliakes,    till  prefently  down  they  fall  with  horrid  fl\ricks,     In  thi* 
dark  and  dreary  gulj)h,  they  fuppofe  refides  a  grer.t  dog,  Ionic  f;iy  a 
dragon,  infeded  with  the  itch,  which  makes  him  per|-cni(\lly  icfU 
lefs  and  fpiteful.     The  guilty  inhabitants  of  this  milerable  i i;;i(;n, 
all  catch  this  difeafe  of  the  great  dog,  and  grope  and  roam  from  lide 
to  fide  of  their  gliJomy  manfion  in  perpctu  il  torments.     Sonietiilien 
they  approach,  fo  near  the  happy  fields  of  Efkanane,  that  they  can 
hear  the  fono-s  and  dances  of  their  former  companions.     Thi«  in'v 
I'erves  to  increafe  their  tormencs,  as  they  can  difcern  no  li,u;hr,  nor 
difcovcr  arty  paflage  by  which  they  can  giin  acccfs  to  them.     Tin;/ 
fuppofe  ideots  and  dogs  go  into  the  fame  gul[)h,  but  have  a  iiiot'*? 
comfortable  apartment,  where  they  enjoy  fome  little  light."     Mr. 
Kirkland  adds,  that  feveral  other  nations  of  Indians  with  whom  luf 
has  converfed  on  the  fubjed,  have  nearly  the  lame  traditiunaiy  no- 
tions of  a   future   ftate.     They   almofl  unlverfally  agree  in   \\\\i% 
that  the  departed  fp";rit  is  ten  days  in  its  paflage  to  their  happy 
clyfium,     after   it   leaves    the    body  ;    fome  of  them   fuppole    itti 
courfc  is  towards  the  fouth  ;  others  that  it  afcends  froni  iome  loi'ty 
mountain. 

The  OnciJas  inhabit  on  Oneida  creek,  tv/enty  one  miles  weft  of 
Fort  Stanwix.  > 

The  Tufcardras  mis:rated  fran  North-Carolina  and  the  frontier! 
of  Virginia,  and  were  adopted  by  the  Oneidas,  with  whom  they  have 
ever  fince  lived.     They  were  originally  of  the  lame  nation. 

The  Scncciis  inhabit  the  Cheneilee  river,  at  the  Cheueflee  caftlf. 
They  have  two  towns  of  fixty  or  fcventy  fouls  each,  on  Freiu-li 

ct'ctkk 
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creek,  in  Pennfylvania ;  and  another  town  on  Buffaloe  cr^ek,  af> 
tached  to  the  Britifli ;  two  fmall  towns  on  Allegany  river,  attached 
to  the  Americans.  Obeil,  or  Cornplanter,  one  of  the  Seneca  diiefs^ 
refided  here; 

The  MoAaidks  were  ackno>tledged  by  the  other  tribes,  to  ufc  their 
own  expreflions,  to  be  **  the  true  old  heads  of  the  confederacy  ;*' 
and  were,  formerly,  a  powerful  tribe,  inhabiting  on  the  Mohawk 
tiver.  As  they  were  ftrbngly  attached  to  the  Johnfon  hmily  on  ac<i  ' 
tonnt  of  Sir  William  Johnltin,  they  emigrated  to  Canada,  with  Sir 
John  Johnfon^  about  the  year  1776.  There  is  now  only  one  family 
of  tliem  in  the  State,  and  they  live  about  a  mile  from  Fort  Hunter. 
The  father  of  thi*  family  was  drowned  in  the  winter  of  1 788.    ,  ' 

All  the  confederated  tribes,  except  the  Oncidas  and  Tufiaroras^  ' 
fided  with  the  Britifli  in  the  late^war^  and  fought  againd  the  Ame- 
ricans. 

The  Onondagas  live  near  the  Onondaga  lake,  about  twenty-five 
miles  from  the  Oneida  lake.  In  thefpring  of  1779^  a  regiment  of 
men  were  font  from  Albany,  by  General  J.  Clinton,  againft  the 
Onondagas.  This  regiment  furprifed  their  town,  took  thirty-threa 
prifonersi  killed  twelve  or  fourteen,  and  returned  without  the  lofsof 
a  man.  A  party  of  the  Indians  were  at  this  time  ravaging  the  Ame- 
rican frontiers. 

There  are  veiy  few  of  the  Delaware  tribe  in  this  State. 
■  The  Five  Confederated  Nations  were  fettled  along  the  banks  of 
the  Sufciuehaniiah,  and  in  the  adjacent  country,  until  the  year  1779* 
when  General  Sullivan,  with  an  army  of  four  thouliind  men,  drove 
them  fi'om  their  country  to  Niagara,  but  could  not  bring  them  to 
aftion.  They  waited,  but  waited  in  vain,  for  the  affiftance  of  the 
elements,  or,  as  they  exprelTed  themfelves,  for  the  afliftancc  of  the 
Great  Spirit.  Had  heavy  riins  fallen  while  General  Sullivan's  army 
was  advanced  into  their  country,  perhaps  few  of  his  foldiers  would 
have  efcapcd,  and  none  of  their  baggage,  ammunition,  or  artillery. 
This  expedition  had  n  good  effcft.  General  Sullivan  burnt  feveral 
of  their  towns  and  deftroyed  their  provifions.  Since  this  irruption 
into  their  country,  their  former  habitations  have  been  moftly  de- 
fcrted,  and  many  of  them  have  gone  to  Canada. 

On  the  13th  of  November,  1787,  John  Livingfton,  Efq.  and  four 
Others,  obtained  of  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians  a  leafe  for  nine  hun* 
dred  and  ninety-nine  years,  on  a  yearly  rent  referved  of  two 
thoufand  dollars,  of  all  the  countty  included  in  the  following  limits, 

viz. 


vit. 

creeJ 

<hen< 

♦bene 

the  fa 

the  S 

Canad 

fame  t 

and  nil 

iiundre 

a  year, 

of  all 

except 

thefe  ie 

I'ltUfc  ol 

1788,  n 

therefore 

not  bindi 

iias  been 

annulled, 

fervation 

<ain  maj  k 


,   r. 


Voi.  II. 


OF  "NEW-YORK. 


361 


Viz.  beginning  at  a  place  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  Canada 
creek,  about  fevcn  miles  weft  of  Foit  Stanwix,  no\y  Fort  Schuyler, 
thence  north-taftvvardly  to  the  line  of  the  province  of  Quebec; 
thence  along  the  fiiid  line  to  the  Fennfylvania  line ;  thence  call  on 
the  faid  line,  Pennfylvania  line,  to  the  line  of  property,  Co  called  by 
the  State  of  New-York  j  thence  along  the  faid  line  of  property  to 
Canada  creek  aforcfaid.  And  on  the  1 8th  of  January,  17S8,  the 
fame  perfons  obtained  a  leafc  of  the  OiK-ida  Indians  for  nine  hundred 
and  ninety-nine  years,  on  a  rent  referved  for  the  firftyear,  of  twelve 
hundred  dollars,  and  increafing  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  dollars 
a  year,  until  it  amounts  to  one  thoufand  five  hundred  dollar-, 
of  all  the  traft  of  land  commonly  called  the  Oneida  country, 
except  a  refervaiion  of  feveral  trads  ipeciftcd  in  the  leaic.  Bit 
thefe  leafes  having  been  obtained  without  the  confcnt  of  the  legil- 
lature  of  the  State,  the  Senate  and'  Aflembly,  in  their  fcflion,  March 
1788,  refolved,  "  That  the  faid  leafes  are  purchafcs  of  lands,  and 
therefore,  that  by  the  conftitution  of  this  State,  the  faid  lealies  are 
not  binding  on  the  faid  Indians,  and  are  not  valid."  Since  this  a  treaty 
has  been  concluded  with  the  laid  Indians,  the  bargairt  of  the  Icaies 
annulled,  and  all  the  country  purchafed  of  the  natives,  except  a  re- 
fervation  to  the  Oneidas,  Cayugas,  and  Onondagas,  defined  by  cer- 
tain maiks  and  boundaries. 
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SITUATION,   EXTENT,   ice 

HIS  State  is  iituated  between  39**  and  41**  24' north  latitude, 
and  the  greateft  part  of  it  lies  between  the  meridian  of,  Philadelphia, 
and  I*'  eaiV  longitude.  It  is' one  hundred  and  fixty  mites  long,  and 
fifty-two  broad  ;  and  is  bounded  eaft,  by  Hudfon  river  and  the 
fea;  fouth,  bytheiea;  weft,  by  Delaware  bay  and  river,  whicj^  di- 
vide it  from  the  States  of  Delaware  and  Pennfylvania ;  north,  by  a 
line  drawn  from  the  mouth  of  Mahakkamak  river,  in  latitude  41^ 
34'  to  a  poiiTt  on  Hudfon  river  in  latitude  4i*'v  Containing  about 
eight  thoufand  three  hundred  and  twenty  fquare  miles,  equal  to  five 
million  three  hundred  and  twenty- four  thoufand  eight  hundred 
acres. 

FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY,  SEA  COAST,  [&c. 

The  counties  of  SufTex,  Morris,  and  thie  northern  part  of  Bergen, 
are  mountainous.  The  South  mountain,  which  is  one  ridge  of  the 
great' Allegany  range,  crofTes  this  State  in  about  latitude  4 1",  This 
mountain  embofoms  fuch  amazing  quantities  of  iron  ore,  that  it  may 
net  improperly  be  called  the  Iron  Mountain.  The  Kittatipny  ridge 
paiTes  through  this  State  north  of  the  South  mountain.  Several 
fpurs  from  thefe  mountains  are  projeded  in  a  fouthern  direiStion. 
One  pafTes  between  Springfield  and  Chatham ;  another  runs  well 
of  it,  by  Morriflown,  Bnfkinridge,  and  Vealtown.  The  interior 
country  is,  in  general,  agreeably  variegated  with  hills  and  vallies. 
The  fouthern  couiities  which  lie  along  the  fea  coaft,  are  pretty  uni- 
formly flat  and  fandy.  The  nojed  Highlands  of  Navefink,  and 
Center  hill,  are  almott  the  only  hills  within  the  diftance  of  many 
miles  from  the  fea  coaft.  The  Highlands  of  Navefink  are  on  the 
fea  coaft  near  Sandy-Hook,  in  the  towniliip  of  Middleton,  and  are 

the 
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the  firft  laods  that  are  difcovered  b^  mariners,  as  they  come  upon 
the  coaft.  They  rife  about  fix  hundred  feet  above  the  furface  of  the 
water. 

As  much  as  five»eighth8  of  moft  of  the  fouthem  counties,  or  one 
fourth  of  the  whole  State,  is  almoft  a  iandy^  barren  wafte,  unfit  in 
many  parts  for  cultivation.  The  land  on  the  fea  coaft  in  this,  like 
that  in  the  more  fouthem  States,  has  every  appearance  of  maJt 
ground.  The  foil  is  generally  a  ligh*^  fand ;  and  by  digging,  on  an 
average,  about  fifty  feet  below  the  furface,  which  can  be  done* 
even  at  the  diftance  of  twenty  or  thirty  mites  from  the  fea,  without 
any  impediment  from  rocks  or  ftones,  you  come  to  fait  marfli.  The 
gentleman  who  gave  this  information  adds,  *'  I  have  feen  an  oyfter 
Ihell  that  would  bold  a  pint,  which  was  dug  out  of  the  marfli» 
at  fifty  feet  deep,  in  digging  a  well." — "  About  feven  years  fince,'* 
continues  our  informer,  *'  at  Long  Branch,  in  the  county  of  Mon- 
mouth, in  tjie  banks  of  the  Atlantic,  which  were  greatly  torn  by  a 
great  rife  of  the  fea  in  a  violent  eafterly  ftorm,  was  difcovered  the 
fteleton  of  fome  huge  carnivorous  animal.  The  country  people  who 
firft  faw  it  had  fo  little  curiofity,  as  to  fuifer  it  tob6  wholly  deftroyed, 
except  a  jaw  tooth  which  I  faw.  This  was  about  two  and  an  half 
inches  wide,  five  inches  long,  and  as  many  deep.  The  perfon  who 
helped  to  take  it  out  of  the  bank  afliired  me,  there  was  one  rib  feven 
feet  four  inches,  and  another  four  feet  long."  The  bones  of  another 
of  thefe  animals  have  lately  been  difcovered  in  ^  meadow,  in  the 
county  of  Gloucefter,  on  the  river  Delaware,  by  a  negro,  who  was 
digging  a  ditch,  three  or  four  feet  deep.  Part  of  thefe  bones  were 
fent  to  Philadelphia.  To  account  for  thefe  curious  phenomena  is 
not  our  bufinefs ;  this  is  left  for  the  ingenious  naturalift,  who  has 
abilities  and  leifure  to  compare  fads  and  appearances  of  this  kind, 
and  who  probably  may  thence  draw  conclufions  which  may  throw 
much  light  on  the  ancient  hiftory  of  this  country. 

New-Jerfey  is  wa(hed  on  the  eaft  and  fouth-eaft,  by  Hudfon 
river  and  the  ocean ;  and  on  the  weft,  by  the  river  Delaware. 

The  moft  remarkable  bays  are,  Arthur  Kill*  or  Newark  bay, 
formed  by  the  union  of  Paflaik  and  Hackinfack  rivers.  This  bay 
opens  to  the  right  and  left,  and  embraces  Staten-Iiland.  There  is 
a  long  bay  formed  by  a  beach,  four  or  five  miles  from  the  (hore, 
extending  along  the  coaft  north-eaft  and  fouth-weft,  fromManaf*-, 
quand  river,  in  Monmouth  county,  almoft  to  Cnpe  May.    Through 
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this  be;  ch  are  a  number  of  inlets,  by  which  the  bay  conmiiinfcatc* 
with  the  ocean. 

On  the  top  of  a  mountain,  in  Morris  county,  is  a  lake  or  pondi 
three  miles  in  length,  and  from  a  mile  to  a  mile  and  an  half  iii' 
breadth,  from  which  proceeds  a  continual  ftream.  It  is  in  fome 
places  deep.  The  water  is  of  a  fea  green  colour ;  but  when  taken 
up  in  a  tumbler,  is,  like  the  water  of  the  ocean,  clear  and  of  a  ciyf- 
talline  colour. 

The  rivers  in  this  State,  though  not  large,  are  numerous.  A  tra- 
veller, in  pafling  the  coitiinon  road  from  New- York  to  Philadelphia, 
crofles  three  contlderable  rivers,  viz.  the  Hackinfack  and  Paflaita^  be- 
tween Bergen  and  Newark,  and  the  Raritan  by  Brunfwick.  The 
Hackinfack  rifes  in  Bergen  county,  runs  a  fouthwardly  courfe,  and 
empties.into  Newark  bay.  At  the  ferry,  near  its  mouth,  it  is  four 
hundred  and  fixty  yards  wide,  and  is  navigable  fifteen  miles.    ' 

FalTaik  is  a  very  crooked  river.  It  rifes  in  a  large  fwamp  iii' 
Morris  county.  Its  general  courfe  is  from  wefl  north-wefl  to  eaft- 
fouth-eaft,  until  it  mingles  with  the  Hackinfack  at  the  head  of  Newark 
bay.  It  is  navigable  about  ten  miles,  and  is  two  hundred  and  thirty 
yards  wide  at  the  ferry.  The  c>{tara£t  (or  Great  FaUs)  in  this  river^ 
is  one  of  the  grcat^fl  natural  curioftties  in  this  State.  The  river  is 
about  forty  yards  wide,  and  moves  in  a  flow,  gentle  current,  until 
coming  within  a  fliort  diftance  of  a  deep  cleft  in  the  rock,  Which 
crofTe^  the  channel ;  it  defcends  and  falls  above  feventy  feet  perpen- 
dicularly, in  one  entire  fheet.  One  end  of  the  cleftj  which  was  evi- 
dently made  by  fome  violent  convulfion  in  nature,  is.clcfed;  at  the 
other,  the  water  ruihes  out  with  incredible  fwiftnefs,  forming,  an 
acute  angle  with  its  former  dire£tion,  and  is  received  into  a  large 
bafon,  whence  it  takes  a  winding  courfe  through  the  rocks,  and 
fpreads  into  a  broad  fmooth  llream.  The  cleft  is  from  four  to  twelve 
feet  broad.  The  falling  of  the  water  occaiions  a  cloud  of  vapour  t» 
arife,  which  by  floating  amidft  the  fu it  beams,  prefents  to  the  view 
rainbows,  that  add  beauty  to  the  tremendous  fcene.  The  new  m» 
nufa£luring  town  of  Pattcrlbn  is  erefled  upon  the  Great  Falls  in  this 
river.  The  weftern  bank  of  the  river,  between  Newark  and  the 
Falls,  affords  one  of  the  pleafanteft  roads  for  a  party  of  pleafure  in 
New-Jerfcy.  The  bank  being  high,  gives  the  traveller  an  elevated 
And  extenfive  view  of  the  oppofite  (hore,  which  is  low  and  fertile, 
forming  a  landfcape,  pldnrefque  and  beautiful.  Many  handfome 
country  Uau  adorn  the  nde9>  of  this  river ;  and  there  arre  elegant 
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.  fitaitloni  ft)r  merit  Oentletnen  of  fortune  nught  here  difplay  their 
taftfl  to  idvintigfli  The  f!(h  of  VAfioui  kinds  with  which  this  river 
aboundii  whlU  they  would  furnifh  the  table  with  an  agreeable 
repafti  would  afford  the  Iportftnan  an  bnocent  and  manly  amule- 
menti 

Korltan  river  It  formed  by  two  confiden4>Ie  ftreams,  called  the 
north  and  fouth  branchci  t  one  of  which  has  its  fonrce  in  Morris, 
the  otiwr  In  Hunterdon  county.  It  palies  by  Bnmfwick  and  Amboy, 
and  ntiitglei  with  the  waters  of  the  Arthur  Kill  found,  and  helps  to 
form  the  fine  harbour  of  Amboy.  It  is  a  mile  M'ide  at  its  mouth, 
two  hundred  and  ftfty  yards  at  Brunfwick,  and  is  navigable  about  fix- 
teen  mllei.  It  if  fupi)ofed  that  this  river  ts  capable  of  a  very  fteady  . 
lock  navlgitbn»  ai  high  ai  the  junction  of  the  north  and  fouth 
branchei  (  and  thence  up  the  foUth  branch  to  Grandin's  bridge  in 
Kingwood.  Thence  to  Delaware  river  is  ten  or  twelve  miles.  It  is 
fuppofed  a  portnge  will  be  here  eftablidied  by  a  turnpike  road :  or  the 
wateri  of  the  Rarltan  may  be  united  with  thofe -of  the  Delaware, 
by  a  canal  iram  the  fouth  branch  of  the  Raritan  to  Mufconetcony 
riverf  which  emptiei  in")  the  Delaware,  or  from  Capoolung  creek, 
A  water  of  the  Raritnn,  emptying  at  Orandin's  bridge,  and  Necef- 
fackaway,  a  water  of  the  Delaware*  It  is  fuppofed  alfo  that  an  in- 
land  navigation  from  Philadelphia  to  New- York  may  be  eifeded  by 
proceeding  up  the  Afanplnk,  a  water  of  the  Delaware,  emptying  at 
Trenton,  towardi  Princeton  (  and  from  thence  by  a  canal  to  the 
Millftone,  a  water  of  the  river,  to  New-Brunfwick. 

At  Raritan  hilli;  through  which  this  river  patfles,  is  a  fmall  caf* 
cade,  where  the  water  fulli  fifteen  or  twenty  feet,  very  romantically, 
between  two  rocki.  This  river  oppofite  to  Brunfwick  is  fo  fhallow, 
that  it  ii  fordable  at  low  water  with  horfes  and  carriages,  but  a  little 
below  it  deepens  fo  ^aft  that  a  twenty  gun  fliip  may  ride  fecurely  at 
any  time  of  tlde>  The  tide,  however,  rifes  fo  high,  that  large  ihal- 
lopi  pnfi  a  mite  above  the  ford )  fo  that  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  to 
fee  velTcli  of  conlidcriible  burden  riding  at  anchor,  and  a  number  of 
large  river  craft  ly(i)g  above,  fome  dry,  and  others  on  their  beam 
ends  for  want  of  water,  within  gunihot  of  each  other. 

Bridge*  have  lately  been  erected,  and  are  now  nearly  or  quite  com- 
pleted (iigreeabty  to  Ibwi  of  the  St.ite  pafled  for  that  purpofe)  over 
the  Pafliiik,  Hucklnfack,  and  Raritan  riven,  on  the  poft  road  between 
New>York  and  Philadelphiu,    Thefe  bridges  will  greatly  facilitate 

Ihc  intercuurf^  between  thefe  iwo  great  cities. 

Be(ideft 
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« 
Bcfides  thefe  are  Cefarea  river,  or  Cohanfey  creek,  which  riies  in 

Salem  countyi  and  is  about  thirty  miles  in  length,  and  navigable 

ior  velTels  of  an  hundred  tons  to  Bridgetown,  twenty  miles  from  its 

mouth. 

Mulicus  river  divides  the  counties  of  Gloucefter  and  Burlington, 
ami  is  navigable  twenty  miles  for  veiTels  of  fi^ty  tons. 

Maurice  river  riies  in  Glouceiler  county,  runs  fouthwardly  about 
forty  miles,  and  is  navigable  fur  vefTels  of  an  hundred  tons,  fifteen 
miles,  and  for  fliallops  ten  miles  farther. 

Alloway  creek,  in  the  county  of  Salem,  is  navigable  fixteen  miles 
for  fliallops,  with  feveral  obilru^tions  of  drawbridges.  Ancocus 
creek,  in  Burlington  county,  is  alfu  navigable  fixteen  miles.  Thefe, 
with  maAy  other  Kmaller  fireams,  empty  into  the  Delaware,  and 
carry  down  the  produce  which  their  fertile  banks  and  tlie  neighbour- 
ing country  afford. 

That  pait  of  the  State  which  borders  on  th^  fea,  is  indented  with 
a  great  number  of  fmall  rivers  and  creeks,  fuch  as  Great  Egg-har- 
bour,  and  Little  £gg-harbour  rivers,  Navefink,  Shark,  Matticung, 
and  Forked  rivers,  which,  as  the  country  is  flat,  are  navigable  for 
fmall  craft  almoft  to  their  fources. 

.  Paulin's  Kiln,  in  Suflex  county,  is  navigable  for  craft  fifteen 
miles;  and  the  Mufconetcony,  which  divides  Hunterdon  from  Suflex, 
is  capable  of  beneficial  improvement,  as  is  the  Pequefl,  or  Pequaflet;, 
between  the  two  lad^mentioned  rivers. 

This  State  is  remarkable  for  mill  feats,  eleven  hundred  of  which 
are  already  improved ;  five  hundred  with  flour  mills,  and  the  reft 
with  faw  mills,  fulling  mills,  forges,  furnaces,  flitting,  and  rolling 
mills,  paper,  powder,  and  oil  mills.  * 

Sandy-Hook,  or  Point,  is  in  the  townfliip  of  Middletown ;  and 
on  this  point  ftands  a  light  houfe,  one  hundred  feet  high,  built 
by  the  citizens  of  New-York, 

SOIL  AND  PRODUCTIONS. 

This  State  has  all  the  varieties  of  foil  from  the  word  to  the  befl: 
kind.  It  has  a  great  proportion  of  barrens.  The  good  land  in  the 
fouthern  counties  lies  principally  on  the  banks  of  rivers  and  creeks. 
The  foil  on  thefe  banks  is  generally  a  {liff*  clay  ;  and  while  in  a  flate 
of  nature,  produces  various  fpecies  of  oak,  hickory,  poplar,  chefnut, 
afli,  gum,  &c.  The  barrens  produce  little  elfe  but  flirub  oaks  and 
yellow  pines.    Thefe  fandy  lands  yield  an  immenfe  quantity  of  bog 
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iron  ore,  ^hlch  13  worked  up  to  great  advantage,  in  the  iron  work*  in 
thefe  counties.     There  are  large  bodies  of  fait  meadow  along  the 
lower  part  of  the  Delaware  river  and  bay,  which  afford  a  plentiful 
pafture  for  cattle  in  fummer,  and  hay  in  winter  ;  but  the  flies  and 
muflcetoes  frequent  thefe  meadows  in  large  fwarms,  in  the  months 
of  June^  July,  and  Auguft,   and  prove  very  troublefome  both  to 
man  and  beaih    In  Gloucefter  and  Cumberland  counties  are  feveral 
large  tracts  of  banked  meadow.   Their  vicinity  to  Philadelphia  ren- 
ders them  higlTly  valuable.    Along  the  fea  coaft  the  inhabitants 
fubfift  principally  by  feeding  cattje  on  the  fait  meadows,  and  by  the 
M\  of  various  kinds,  fuch  as  rock,  drum,  (liad,  perch,  &c.  black 
turtle,  crabs,  ahdoyfters,  which  the  fea,  rivers  and  creeks  afford  in 
great  abundanc:e.  They  raife  Indian  corn,  rye,  potatoes,  &c.  but  not 
for  exportation.    Their  fwamps  afford  lumber,  which  is  eafily  con« 
veyed  to  a  good  market.    The  fugar  maple  tree  is  common  in  Suflex 
county  upon  the  Delaware.       '  .  . 

In  the  hiily  and  mountainous  parts  of  the  State,  which  are  not  to(i 
rocky  for  cultivation,  the  foil  is  of  a  flronger  kind,  and  covered  in 
it;>  natural  (late  with  fbtely  oaks,  hickories,  chefnuts,  &c.  and  when 
cultivated  produces  wheat,  rye,  Indian  com,  buck  wheat,  oats, 
barley,  flax,  and  jruits  of  all  kinds  common  to  the  climate.  The 
land  in  this  hilly  country  is  good  for  grazing,  and  farmers  feed  great 
numbers  of  cattie  for  New-York  and  PhihdelphialfnarketSfandmanf 
of  them  keep  large  dairies,  as  there  are  large  tracts  of  fine  meadows 
between  the  hills. 

The  orchards  in  many  parts  of  the  State  equal  any  in  the  United 
States,  and  their  cyder  is  faid,  and  not  without  reafon,  to  be  the 
beil  in  the  world.  It  is  pretty  certain,  that  it  cannot  be  furpafled  in 
goodncfs. 

1  he  markets  of  New-York  and  Philadelphia  receive  a  very  confix 
derab'c  proportion  of  their  fupplies  ti-omthe  contiguous  parts  of  New* 
Jerfcy.  And  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  thefe  contiguous  parts  are 
exceedingly  well  calculated,  as  to  the  nature  and  fertility  of  their 
foils,  to  afford  thefe  fupplies;  and  the  intervention  of  a  great  number 
of  navlj^able  rivers  and  creeks  renders  it  very  convenient  to  market 
their  produce.  Thefe  fupplies  confift  of  vegetables  of  many  kinds, 
apples,  pears,  peaches,  plums,  ftrawberries,  cherries,  and  other 
fruits  ;  cyder  in  large  quantities,  and  of  the  beft  quality;  butter, 
cheefe,  beef,  pork,  mutton,  and  the  lefler  meats. 

Thil 
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This  State  embofomi  vaft  quantities  of  iron  and  copper  ore.  The 
iron  ore  is  of  two  kiad« ;  one  is  capable  of  beiqg  manufa<5>ured  into 
malleable  iron,  and  is  found  in  mountains  and  in  low  barrens ;  the 
other,  called  bog  ore,  grows  in  rich  bottoms,  and  yields  iron  of  a 
hard,  brittle  quality,  is  commonly  manufactured  into  hbllow  ware, 
and  ufed  fometimes  inftead  of  ftone  in  building. 

A  number  of  copper  mines  have  been  difcovered  in  different  parts 
of  the  State :  one  is  in  Bergen  county,  which,  when  worked  by  the 
chuylers,  (to  whom  it  belonged)  was  confiderably  produAive ;  but 
tliey  have  for  many  years  been  negleded. 

The  following  account  of  a  copper  mine  at  New-Brunfwick 
is  given  by  a  gentleman  of  diftindtion,  well  informed  upon  the 
A)bje6t: 

**  About  the  years  1748,    1749,  1750,  f«ireral  lumps  of  virgin 
copper,  from  five  to  thirty  pounds  weight,  in  the  whole,  upwards 
of  two  hundred  pounds,  were  plowed  up  in  a  field  belonging  to 
Philip  French,  £fq.  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  New  Brunfwick. ' 
Thps  induced  Mr.  Elias  Boudinot,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  to  take 
a  leafe  of  Mr.  French,  of  this  land,  for  ninety-nine  years,  in  order 
to  fearch  for  copper  ore,  a  body  of  which,   he  concluded,   mull 
be  contained  in  this  hill.     He  took  in  (ivenl  partners,  and  about 
the  year  1751,  opened  a  pit  in  the  low  grounds,  about  two  hundred 
or  three  hundred  yards  from  the  river.    He  was  led  to  this  fpot  by  a  ^' 
friend  of  his,  who  a  little  before,  pailing  by  at  three  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  obferved  a  body  of  flame  arife  out  of  the  ground^  as  large 
as  a  common- (ized  man,  and  foon  after  die  away.    He  drove  a  flake 
on  the  fpot.    About  fifteen  feet  deep,  Mr.  Boudinot  came  on  a  vein 
of  bluilh  flone,  about  two  feet  thick,  between  two  perpendicular 
loofe  bodies  of  red  rock,  covered  with  a  flieet  of  pure  virgin  capper, 
a  little  thicker  tlian  gold  leaf.    This  blue  flone  was  filled  withfparks 
of  virgin  copper,  very  much  like  copper  filings,  and  now  and  then  a 
large  lump  of  virgin  cupper,  from  five  to  thirty  poutids  weight.    He 
followed  this  vein  almofl  thirty  feet,  when,  the  water  coming  in 
very  fad,  the  expenfe  became  too  great  for  the  company's  capital. 
A  fiamping-mill  was  ere6led,  when,  by  reducing  the  bluifli  flone  to 
a  powder,  and  wafliing  it  in  large  tubs,  the  flone  was  carried  off, 
and  the  fine  copper  preferved,  by  which  means  many  tons, of  the 
purefl  copper  were  fent  to  England  without  ever  paffing  through  the 
fire;  but  labour  was  too  high  to  render  it  poflible  for  the  company 
to  proceed.    Sheets  of  copper  about  the  thicknefs  of  two  pennies, 
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iaid  three  feet  fquare,  on  an  average,  have  been  taken  from  between 
the  rocks,  within  four  feet  of  the  furface,  infeveral  parti  of  the  hill* 
At  about  fifty  or  fixty  feet  deep,  they  came  to  a  body  of  fine  folid 
ore  in  the  midft  of  this  bluiih  vein,  but  between  rocks  of  a  white 
flinty  fpar,  which,  however,  was  worked  out  in  a  few  days.  Thefe 
works  lie  now  wholly  negle£ted,  although  the  vein  when  left,  was 
richer  than  ever  it  had  been.  There  was  alfo  a  very  rich  vein  of 
copper  ore  difcovered  at  Rocky  Hill,  in  Somerfet  county,  which  has 
alfo  been  neglected  from  the  heavy  expenfe  attending  the  working  of 
it.  There  have  been  various  attempts  made  to  fearch  the  hills  beyond 
Boundbrook,  known  by  the  name  of  Van  Home's  mountain,  but  thefe 
for  the  fame  reafon  are  now  negledled.  This  mountain  difcovers 
the  greatcft  appearance  of  copper  ore  of  any  place  in  the  State ;  it 
may  be  picked  up  on  the  furface  of  many  parts  of  it.  A  fmelting* 
furnace  was  ere^ed  before  the  revolution,  in  the  neighbourhood,  by 
two  Germans,  who  were  making  very  confiderable  profit  on  their 
work,  until  the  Britifh  deftroyed  it  in  the  beginning  of  the  war. 
The  inhabitants  made  it  worth  their  while  by  colleAing  the  ore  from 
the  furface,  and  by  partially  digging  into  the  hill,  to  fuppiy  the  fur- 
nace. Befides,  a  company  opened  a  very  large  (liaft  on  the  fide  of 
the  hill,  from  which  alio  a  great  deal  of  valuable  ore  and  fome 
virgin  copper  were  taken.  Two  lumps  of  virgin  copper  were 
found  here  in  the  year  17541  which  weighed  one  thopfand  n\u9 
hundred  pounds." 

Alead>minehas  been  difcovered  in  Hopewell  townfhip,  four  miles 
from  Trenton*  There  is  faid  to  be  coal  on  Raritan  river,  below 
Brunfwick,  and  at  Pluckemin  ;  and  turf  in  Bethlehem,  at  the  head 
of  its  fouth  branch ;  and  alfo  at  Springfield  on  Raway  river,  which 
is  remarkable  for  mill  feats.  ^ 

In  the  upper  part  of  the  county  of  Morris  is  a  cold  mineral  fpring, 
.which  is  frequented  by  valetudinarians,  and  its  waters  have  been 
ufed  with  very  confiderable  fuccefs.  In  the  towndiip  of  Hanover,  in 
this  county,  on  a  ridge  of  hills,  are  a  number  of  wells,  which  regu- 
larly ebb  and  flow  about  fix  feet,  twice  in  every  twenty-four  hours. 
Thefe  wells  are  nearly  forty  miles  from  the  fea  in  a  ftraight  line. 
In  the  county  of  Cape  May  is  a  fpring  of  frelh  water,  which  boils  up 
from  the  bottom  of  a  fait  water  creek,  which  runs  nearly  dry  at  lo^r 
tide ;  but  at  flood  tide  is  covered  with  water  direftly  from  the  ocean, 
to  the  depth  of  three  or  four  feet ;  yet  in  this  fituation,  by  letting 
down  a  bottle,  well  corked,  through  the  falt-vvater  into  the  fpring, 
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and  immediately  drawing  the  cork  with  a  ftring  prepared  fer  iht 
purpofe,  it  may  be  drawn  up  full  of  fiiie  untainted  frefhwater^x^ 
,  There  are  fpcings  0  this  kind  in  various  other  parte  of  the  State.  In 
the  county  of  Hunterdooi  near  the  top  of  Muikonctcony  mountain,  ia 
a  noted  medicinai  fpring,  to  which  invalids  refort  frQm««eiy  quarter. 
It  iflues  from  the  fide  of  a  mountaiut  and  ii  conveyed  ipto  an  arti- 
ficial refervoir  for  the  accommodation  of  thde  who  wifli  tO  bathe  in, 
as  well  as  to  drink»  the  watera.  It  is  a  ftrong  chalybeate,  aod  veiy 
cold.  Thefe  waters  have  been  ufed  with  very  confiderabic  fuccefs  j 
but  perhaps  the  exercife  neceflary  to  get  to  them,  and  the  purity  of 
the  air  in  this  Iqfty  fituation,  aided  by  a  lively  imagination,  hf^ve  ai 
great  efficacy  in  curing  the  patient  as  the  waters* 

A  curious  fpring  has  been  difcovered,  about  two  hundred  yard* 
from  the  fouth  branch  of  Raritan  river,  from  which,  even  in  thq 
dryeft  feafons,  a  imaU  ftream  iflues,  except  when  the  wind  continues 
to  blow  from  the  north^weft  for  more  than  two  days  fucceffively, 
when  it  ceafes  to  run ;  and  if  the  water  be  taken  out  of  the  cafl( 
placed  in  the  ground,  it  will  remain  empty  until  the  wind  changes, 
when  it  is  again  filled,  and  fiows  as  ufual. 

In  the  townfliip  of  Shrewfbury,  iq  Monmouth  county,  on  the  fidq 
of  a  branch  of  Navefink  river,  is  a  remai*kable  cave,  iu  which  thero 
are  three  rooms,  The  cave  is  about  thirty  feet  long  and  fifteen  fee| 
broad.  Each  of  the  rooms  are  arched ;  the  center  of  the  arch  is 
about  five  feet  from  the  bottom  of  the  cave ;  the  fides  not  more  thati 
two  and  an  half.  The  mouth  of  the  cave  is  fmall ;  die  bottom  is  a 
Joofe  &nd  i  and  the  arch  is  formed  in  a  foft  rock,  through  the  pores 
of  which  the  moifture  is  ilowly  exudated,  and  falls  '\i\  drops  OA 

the  fapd  below. 

CIVIL    DIVISIONS, 

New-Jerfey  is  divided  into  thirteen  counties,  viz.  Cape  May, 
Cumberland,  Salem,  GloMrefter,fiurlington,  Hunterdon,  and  Sufiex, 
lyhich  lie  from  fouth  to  north  on  Delaware  river.  Cape  May  and 
Gluuce^eF  extend  acrofs  to  the  lea ;  Bergen,  Eflex,  Middlefex,  and 
Monmouth,  which  He  from  north  to  fouth  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the 
^tate;  Somerfet  and  Morris.  Th^ff  counties  ^e  fubdiyided  into 
ninety-four  toytrnft^ips  or  precin£ts, 

CHIEF    TOWNS, 
There  are  a  numjjer  of  towns  in  this  State,  nearly  of  equM  fize 
and  importance,  anl  no(ie  (hat  hat  more  than  about  two  hundred 
bpufes  compa6lly  buiif,  »e  T»pi»TOtft 
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TacMTOlr; 

If  refltoh  is  ont  of  the  lar^eft  to^ta  inNew-Jerfey  and  the  capital  of 
ttie  State.  It  it  fituated  on  the  north-call  fide  of  the  river  Delaware* 
oppofite  the  falli^  nearly  ih  the  cehter  of  the  State,  from  north  to 
fouth,  in  latitude  ^oP  1 5^  and  about  ao'  eaft  of  the  meridian  of  Phi- 
ladelphia. The  river  is  nor  navigable  abi)ve  thefe  falls,  except  for 
boats  which  will  carry  fix}m  five  to  fcven  hundred  bufliels  of  wheat. 
.  ^his  town^  with  Lamberton,  which  joins  it  on  the  fouth,  contains 
upwards  of  two  hundred  houfes,  befides  public  buildings. — ^Here 
the  legiflature  fiatedly  meets,  the  fupteme  court  fits,  and  moft  of 
the  public  offices  are  kept.  The  inhabitants  have  lately  ere£ted 
a  haodfome  court  houfe  one  hundred  feet  by  fifty,  with  a  femi-hexa- 
gon  at  each  end,  over  which  is  to  be  a  balluftrade.  In  the  beigh* 
bourhood  of  this  pleafant  town  are',feveral  gentlemen's  feats^  finely 
fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  Delaware,  and  ornamented  with  tade 
and  elegance.  This  town,  being  a  thoroughfare  between  the  eafterit 
t>art8  of  the  State  and  Philadelphia,  has  a  confiderable  inland  trade. 

hvaLiNCToii  citr. 

Burlington  extehdls  three  itiiles  along  the  DetawarCj  ind  otii 
tnile  back)  at  Hght  angles,  into  the  county  of  Burlington,  and  \i 
twenty  miles  above  Philadelphia  by  Water^  and  feventebn  by  land* 
The  ifland,  which  is  the  moft  pbpulous  part  of  the  city^  is  a  mile  and 
a  quarter  in  length,  and  three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  breadth.  It 
has  four  entrances  over  bridges  apd  caufeways,  and  a  quantity  of 
bank  meadow  adjoining.  On  the  ifland  are  abotit  one  hundred 
and  fixty  houfes,  and  feveral  public  buildings ;  few  of  the  negroes 
in  this  city  are  (laves.  The  main  ftreets  are  conveniently  fpa- 
jcious,  and  mofily  ornamented  with  trees  in  the  fronts  of  the 
koufesi  which  are  regularly  arranged.  The  Delaware,  oppofite  the 
■town,  is  about  a  mile  widen  and  under  ihelter  of  Mittinnicunk  and 
Burlington  iflands,  affords  a  fafe  and  convenient  harbour.  It  is 
commodioufiy  fituated  fot  trade,  but  is  too  near  the  opuletit  city  of 
Philadelphia  to  admit  of  any  confiderable  increafe  of  foreign  com- 
merce^ There  are  two  houfes  for  public  worfhip  in  the  town^  one 
for  the  Friends  or  Qilakers,  who  are  the  moft  numerous)  and  one  fot 
Epifcopalians.  The  othfcr  public  buildings  are  two  market  houfe8> 
a  court  houfe,  and  the  beft  gaol  in  the  State.  Befides  thefe,  ther6  Is 
aa  academy,  a  fret'fchool,  a  nail  manufa&ory,  and  an  excellent  dilBU 
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fcry,  if  that  can  be  called  excellent  which  produces  a  poifon  both  of 
htalih  and  moraln. 

The  city  was  a  free  port  tinder  the  State.  The  mayor,  recorder, 
tnd  aldermen,  hold  a  commercial  court,  when  the  matter  in  contro- 
Verfy  ii  betweeii  foreigners  and  foreigners,  or  between  foreigners  and 
citlxens.  The  ifland  of  BUrlington  was  laid  out,  and  the  firll  fettle- 
nents  made,  as  early  as  1677.  In  i68s,  the  ifland  of  Mittihnicunk, 
or  Frec'School- Ifland,  was  given  for  the  Ul'e  of  the  ifland  of  Burling- 
ton I  the  yearly  profits  arifing  from  it,  which  amount  to  one  hundred 
and  eighty  pounds,  are  appropriated  for  the  education  of  poor 
childrch. 

^BRTH-AMBdr   CITlf. 

Perth-Amboy  city  took  its  nime  from  James  Drummond,  Earl  of 
Perth,  and  Amb(>,  the  Indian  word  for  point,  and  Hands  on  a  nack 
of  land  inc'uded  between  Rarltan  river  and  Arthur  Kill  found.  Its 
lituation  i".  high  and  healthy.  It  lies  open  to  Sandy-Hook,  and  hat 
one  of  thw  bell  harbours  on  the  continent.  Veflels  from  Tea  may 
enter  it  in  one  tide  in  almoft  any  weather.  Great  efforts  have  beeA 
made,  and  legiflative  encouragements  offered,  to  render  it  a  place  of 
trade,  but  without  fuccefs.  This  town  was  early  incorporated  wich 
•ity  privileges,  and  continued  to  fend  two  members  to  the  General 
AlTembly  until  the  revolution  :  until  this  event,  it  was  the  capital  of 
£«il«Jerfey ;  and  the  legiflature  and  fupreme  court  ufed  to  fit  here 
and  at  Burlington  alternately. 


BRUNSWICK  CITt. 

firunfwick  city  was  incorporated  in  1784,  and  is  fituated  on  the 
fouth'Weft  fide  of  Raritan  river,  over  which  a  fine  bridge  has  lately 
been  built,  twelve  miles  above  Amboy.  It  contains  about  two  hundred 
houfes,  and  more  than.two  thoufand  Inhabitants,  one  half  of  whom 
are  Dutch.  Its  fituation  Is  low  and  unpleafant,  being  on  the  bank 
of  a  river,  and  under  a  high  hill  which  riies  at  the  back  of  the  town. 
The  ice,  at  the  breaking  up  of  the  river  in  winter,  frequently  lodges 
•n  the  (hallow  fording  place  jufl  oppofite  the  town,  and  forms  a 
temporary  dam^  which  occafions  the  water  to  rife  many  feet  above 
its  ufual  height,  and  fometimes  to  overflow  the  lower  floors  of  thofe 
houfes  which  are  not  guarded  againft  this  incohvenience  by  having 
their  foundations  elevated.  The  flreets  are  raifed  and  paved  with 
Aone<  The  water  in  the  fprings  and  wells  is  in  general  bad.  The 
InlMbitaQts  are  beginning  to  build  on  the  hill  above  the  town,  which 
I  .         ii 
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h  very  pleafant,  and  commaodi  a  very  agreeable  profpeA.  Thm 
citizeni  have  a  confiderable  inland  trade,  and  iieveral  finall  vcdTeb 
belonging  to  the  port. 

raiMCK   TOWK. 

l^rinre  town  ii  a  pleafant  village,  of  about  eighty  houfei,  fifty-tw* 
tniles  from  New-York,  and  forty<two  from  Philadelphia.  Its  public 
buildings  are  a  large  college  edifice  of  ftone,  and  a  Preibyterian  churcb 
built  of  brick.   It«  fituation  it  remarkably  healthy. 

ILIZABETH    TOWK. 

Elizabeth  town  is  fifteen  miles  from  New- York.  Its  fituation  ii 
pleafant,  and  its  foil  equal  in  fertility  to  any  in  the  State.  In  the 
compaiEl  part  of  the  town  there  are  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
houfes.  The  public  buildings  are  a  very  handfome  Preibyterian  brick 
church  lately  built,*  an  Epifcopal  church  alfo  of  brick,  and  an  aca< 
demy.  This  is  one  of  the  oldefl  towns  in  the  State.  It  was  pur- 
chafed  of  the  Indians  as  early  as  1664,  and  was  fettled  foon  after. 

«  kewark. 

Newark  is  feven  miles  from  New* York.  It  is  a  handfome, 
flourifliing  town,  about  the  fize  of  Elizabethtown,  and  has  two 
Preibyterian  churches,  one  of  which  is  of  flone,  and  is  the  largeft  athl 
moil  elegant  building  in  the  State.  Bcfides  theie  there  is  an  ep\(- 
copal  church,  a  court  houfe,  and  a  gaol.  This  town  is  celebrated 
for  the  excellence  of  its  cyder,  and  is  the  feat  of  the  largeft  flrae 
mannfadtory  in  the  State :  the  average  number  made  daily  through- 
out the  year,  is  eflimated  at  about  two  hundred  pair. 

POPULATION. 

In  i745>thcre  were  fixty<one  thoufand  four  hundred  and  three 
inhabitants  in  this  State,  of  which  four  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fix 
were  flaveft:  in  1783,  the  number  was  forty-feven  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  fixty-nine,  of  which  three  thoufand  nine  hundred  and 
eighty-oue  were  flaves. 

In  1784,  a  cenfus  of  the  inhabitants  was  made  by  order  of  the 
legiflature,  when  they  amounted. to  one  hundred  and  forty  thoufand 
four  hundred  and  thirty  five,  of  which  ten  thoufand  five  hundred  and 

*  Their  former  church,  which  was  very  elegant,  was  burnt  in  1780  by  a  refugee,  wh» 
V4S  a  Da:ive,  and  an  inhabitant  «f  tlinbechtown. 
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oae  were  blacks :  of  tfaefe  biacki)  one  dioufand  nine  httndl'tfd  atiil 
thirty-nine  only  were  (laves  t  fo  that  the-  proportion  of  flaves  to  th€ 
whole  of  the  inhabitants  in  tlie  State  was  only  one  to  Ibv^nty-fix.— * 
According  to  the  cei^fiM  of  I790«  the  State  of  popufaitidn  was  as 
IbUows; 


HUNTERDON    COUNTY* 


.  i 


11 

1 

i 

e 

tL 

TOWNS. 

ree  white  m. 
years  and  i 

ree  white  m. 
16  years. 

1 

1 

• 

1 

b. 

b 

0. 

< 

w 

H 

Amwell,    .... 

.        1*49 

"73 

2480 

16 

283 

5201 

Kingwood,     .   .   . 

.          603 

574 

II6I 

4 

104 

2446 

Hopewell,     .   .   . 

S7« 

44« 

I04I 

19 

»33 

2320 

Trenton,   .... 

498 

346 

841 

79 

182 

1946 

Alexandria,   .   .   . 

377 

401 

685 

40 

1503 

Bethlehem,    .   .   . 

331 

3*9 

643 

I 

31 

1335 

Maidenhead,     .   . 

•  \     *37 

189 

43» 

»4 

160 

1033 

Lebanon,  .... 

Readiiigton,  .   .   . 

1092 

919 

2033 

S8 

268 

4370 

Tewklbuiy,  ... 

J 

4966 

4379 

9316 

'91 

1 30 1 

201C3 

..i\a--;!'-     SUSSEX 

CO 

UN^T 

Y. 

1 

,   ,';-,.,: 

Greenwich,    .    .   . 

507 

?>o 

944 

10 

64 

2035 

Oxford,      .   , 

471 

468 

892 

9 

65 

1905 

Mansfield,      . 

377 

368 

700 

2 

35 

1482 

Knowlton,     . 

488 

490 

935 

11 

>3 

«937 

Sandyfton,     . 

i3» 

121 

a39 

1 

lb 

5'9 

Wantage,  . 

459 

437 

777 

I 

26 

1700 

Hardyuon, 

610 

637 

mo 

10 

26 

»393 

Montague,    . 

150 

124 

241 

3 

*5 

S43 

Wallpack,     . 

129 

102 

»33 

a 

30 

496 

Newton,    . 

' 

Independence,   .    . 
Hardwicke,    .    .    . 

1641 

1681 

30*3 

16 

129 

6490 

J 

— : 

4963 

.4939 

9094 

65 

439 

»95oo 

■n  ••>'\    ! 


.:*,(;,  ; ..:;  Vv  .'•i,   „  '•■.  Ci-w*-;  -"■ 


-rf' 


OF    NEWxJE&SEV, 


m 


BU^lI^INGTON    COUNTY. 


Li3 


L82 

137 
i>9 
|oo! 

I93 

143 
96 

[90 


"  ■                                  ,    «       , 

k 

'  ' 

1   .       i 

ii 

1 

1 

1 

[     V-  . 

u 

1 

1 

I 

.        TOWNS, 

s^ 

2- 

& 

1 

.8  8 

P 

J 

g 

^ 

' 

£. 

& 

£ 

< 

<n 

h 

Clicfterfield,  ...  1 

Nottingham,      .   . 
Little-Egg-liarbour 

£vefltaiii,  .... 

Nevv-Himover,  .   . 

Chefter,     .  .   .   .  ^ 

4635 

4164 

8481 

598 

227 

18095 

SpringHeld,    .    .   . 
Northatnpton,   .   . 
Man^fii<ld,     .   .  . 

Burltitgron,    ,  .   . 

William boiough,  . , 

4625 

4164 

8481 

598        227 

18095I 

>    ESSEX 

COl 

JNT' 

Y, 

Newark,    .   .   .   .  ' 

Acquacknack,    .  .    ' 

4339 

397a 

8143 

16c 

)     II71 

17785 

Elizabethtown,     .  ^ 

1 6c 

»     II71 

4339 

397* 

8143 

17785 

MONMOU 

TH    C 

BOUNTY. 

Mi^dletown,     .    .  , 

711 

6t8 

1343 

6j 

,        491 

3225 

Upper>Freehold,   .  . 

763 

789 

»S3a 

loS 

1       250 

344» 

I^wor-Freehold,  *  . 

819 

778 

»54S 

\      la 

627 

3785 

StatTord, 

219 

•21 

44 « 

2 

883 

Dover, 

237 

231 

4*2 

6 

»           14 

910 

Shrewif>ury,  .... 

1          • 

1094 

1041 
3678 

2161 

16s 

212 
1596 

4673 

3843 

6948 

353 

16918 

# 


37^ 


GENERAL    DESCRIPTION 


MORRIS    COUNTY. 


TOWNS* 

■  1  :t  - 

Free  white  males  of  i6 
years  and  ujiwards. 

Frre  white  maies  under 
16  years. 

c 

1 
u 

'Ja 
1 

1 

u 
u 

< 

a 

(/3 

Peqiianack,    .    .    .  "V 
Koxbiiry^  .    .    .    .    j 
Morrifllown,      .   . 
Hanover,   .... 

4ogz 

3938 

7502 

48 

636 

16216 

Mendham,     .   .    • . 

■  "  .  .1                  ;:    "■ 

4092 

3938 

7502 

48 

636 

16216 

1           MID 

DLES 

EX    C 

GUN 

246 

1587 

982 

lOIO 

TY. 

• 

Aiiiboy, 

Woodbridge,     .   .    . 
Fifeataway,    .    .    .    . 
JSorth-Brunfwick, 

149 
871 

PI 
638 

10& 
774 

5'4 
456 

31 

10 

3 

48 

256 

2l8 

20; 

^82 
3520 
2261 
2^12 

South-Bi  unfwick, 

439 

c^ti 

789 

10 

218 

1817 

South-Amboy,  .   .   . 
Wiiidlbr, 

642 
719 

56s 

1 196 

I3I8 

8 
46 

183 
190 

2626 
2838 

3995 

3385 

7128 

140 

,      1318 

ii;qi;6 

'•^      GLOl 

JCES1 

PER 

COUI 

SfX^ 

r. 

WaUrford,     ..." 

Newtown,      .    .    . 

Gl'ouceft.  townfliip, 
GIoDcefter  town,  . 

Deptford,  .   .   .   .    . 
Greenwich,    .   .    . 

3287 

33n 

6232 

34» 

191 

13363 

Woolwich,     .   .   . 

Egg-harbour,     .    . 
Galloway,      .   .    .  ^ 

3287 

33'» 

6232 

?4» 

»9' 

^3363 

OF   NEW-JERSEY. 


377 


BERGEN    COUNTY. 


«0 

^ 

i 

.-  '""'" 

^i 

§ 

^ 

^. 

; 

^l 

1 

1 

s. 

TOWNS. 

'i 

1 
J 

8 

■i 

I- 

r 

1 

% 

1 

5 

New-Barbadoe>,    .  ^ 

Bergen,      .   .   .   .  | 

, 

Hackinfack,   ...  I 
Harrin^on,   ..." 

2865 

2299 

4944 

192 

2301 

I260I 

Franklin,  .... 

Saddle  river*     .  .  -^ 

1    -    ■,     ;  ^., 

286  s 

2299 

4944 

192 

2301 

12601 

SOMERSi 

:T    COUNTY 

t 

Bridgewater,     .  .   . 

586 

462 

II 19 

34 

377 

2S78 

Bedminfter,    .... 

»7S 

260 

489 

4 

169 

1197 

Bemardftown,    .  .   . 

601 

560 

X115 

8 

93 

2068 

Eaftern-Precin6^,  .   . 

481 

298 

795 

26 

468 

Weftcrn-Precina,     . 

4»3 

345 

744 

?6 

317 

1875 

Hillflwrough,    .  .   . 

463 

465 

868 

»9 

386 

2201 

2819 

2390 

5»3«>l  J47 

'     1810 

12296 

=       -^          SALEM 

COUNTY. 

:.?•'• 

Mannington,     .   . 

Salem, 

Ehingborough, 

Lower-Alloway's ' 

Creek,    .   .   . 

Upper- Alloway's " 

j. 

2679 

2396 

4816 

374 

172 

10437 

Creek,    .   .   . 

Pitt's  Grove,      .  \ 

Piles's  Grove,    .   . 

Upper-Penn'sNeck, 

Lower- Fenn'sNeck, . 

1 

2679 

2396 

i  4816 

374 

^       i7»!  10437 

v.L.n, 


|C 


378 


GENE&AL   DESCRIVTIOK 


CUMBERLAND 

COUNTY* 

Vf.          ■»- 

.     !                i    "^     1 

'1 

1 

9 

i 

1 

«   t 

c 

^ 

K 

TOWN?. 

|l 

u  12 

1 

H 

1 

•s  c 

.=  &. 

■a 

£ 

;r-         '         .■-.           1     ^'       ' 

ll 

8  - 

a 

i 

t 

u. 

Ih 

£ 

<! 

in 

H 

Greenwich,    ..." 

Hopewell,      .    .   . 

Stowenuk,      .    .  . 

Deeriield,  .... 

»i47 

1966 

3877 

138 

120 

8246 

Fairfield,    .... 

Downs,      .... 

Maurice  river,  .   . . 

■38 

ai47 

1966 

3877 

120 

8248, 

CAP 

E    MI 

LY    COUNTY 

» 

Upper-Precintt,     . 

Lower-Precmft,     . 

631 

609 

1 1 76 

M 

\      i4» 

2571 

Middle-Precina,  .  J 

■    M 

^      141 

631 

609 

1x76 

2571 

.:..._......    SUMB 

AARY  C 

)F  POP 

ULATION. 

-,„,,_  .„_-,,.... 

Hunterdon  County,  , 

4966 

4379 

9316 

191 

J3or  20153 

SufTex  do.      .   .   .   , 

4963 

4939 

9094 

598 

439i  19500 

Burlington  do.   .   .   . 

.      46*5 

4164 

8481 

227.  18095 
1171:  17785 

Eflex  do.    .....   . 

4^39 

3972 

814:5 

160 

Monmouth  do,      .   , 

3843 

3678 

6948 

3';3 

1596 

16918 

Morris  do 

4092 

3938 

7502 

48 

636 

i6ai6 

Middiefex  do.    .    .    , 

3995 

3385 

7128 

140 

1318 

15956 

Glouceller  do.  .   .   . 

3*?" 

33" 

6232 

342 

191 

13363 

Bergen  do 

2865 

2299 

4944 

192 

230  < 

12C01 

Somerfet  do.      ... 

2819 

2390 

5'30 

H7 

1810 

12296 

Salem  do 

2679 

2396 

4816 

374 

172 

'0437 

Cumberland  do.    .   , 

2147 

1966 

3877 

138 

120 

8248 

Cape  May  do.  .   .  , 

63 « 

609 

1 1 76 

14 

141 

257T 
» 84 1.39 

45251 

41426 

8^287 

1762 

11^23 

According 


v.      , 


■  ■y^ 


t 


8»4S 


»$V 


ISll 


son 


Lccordin^ 


OF    NEW-JERSEY.        >  379 

A^oHlilg  to  tht  foregoing  fiatement,  thr  average  aniiual  increafe 
bf  popuUtlnn  in  ttiii  State^  flnce  1738,  has  been  twothoufand  fix 
hundred  and  tttirty^  exclufive  of  emigrations,  which,  fince  1783^ 
have  been  numeroui  to  the  country  weft  of  the  Allegany  mountains. 
Thelie  emigration!  will  lefllin  in  proportion  as  the  inhabitants  turn 
their  attention  to  manufadturei. 

REUOION  AND  CHARACTER. 

There  tire  In  thii  State  about  fifty  Prefbyteria^  corigregiatidns, 
fubjedt  to  the  etro  of  three  PreAtyteries,  viz.  That  of  New-Yoric,  of 
New-Brunfwiek  and  Philadelphia.  A  part  of  the  charge  of  New-^ 
Yoric  and  PItilAdrlphia  Pre(byteriei  lies  in  Niew-Jerfey^  and  part  in 
their  own  refpeAIVe  States. 

Beildei  tlielc,  there  are  upwards  of  forty  congregations  of  Friendsi 
thirty  of  the  Baptifti,  twenty-five  of  Epifcopalians,  twenty-eight  6( 
Dutch  Reformed,  befidtl  Methodifts  and  a  fettlement  of  Moravians. 

All  theib  retigioui  denominations  live  together  in  peace  and  bat*- 
mony,  artd  wbrflilp  Almighty  Ood  agreeably  to  the  difUtes  of  their 
own  coniisiencei  \  they  are  not  compelled  to  attend  br  fupport  any 
worfhip  contrary  to  their  own  faith  and  judgment*  All  Protefiani 
inhtbitanti  of  peaceable  behaviour  are  eligible  to  the  civil  oilices  of 
the  Statet 

Many  cireumftnntiei  tondtii'  td  feHder  the  (ihara^er  of  the  inhabitants 
virioUl  in  different  parti  of  the  State.  They  are  a  colle£Hon  of  Lovir  * 
Dutch,  Oermani^  Snglifli,  Scotch,  Irifli,  and  New-Englandei-s,  or  their 
defcendanti.  National  attachment  and  mutual  convenience  have  gene- 
rally induced  tliefe  feveral  kinds  of  people  to  fettle  together  in  a 
body,  and  in  thU  way  their  peculiar  national  nnanners,  cuftoms  and 
chara^eri,  are  (till  prefcrved,  cfpecially  among  the  poorer  cJafs  of 
people,  Who  hnve  little  intereourfe  with  any  but  thofe  of  their  o\Vn 
nation.  Kellgion,  although  its  tendency  is  to  unite  people  in  thofe 
things  that  are  efUsntial  to  hap^inefi,  occafions  wide  differences  as  , 
to  manners,  cuftomi^  and  even  charal^er.  The  Preftyterian,  the 
Qiiaker,  the  Epllcopnll.in,  the  Baptift,  the  German  and  Low  Dutch 
Cnlvlnift,  the  Methoillft  and  the  Moravian,  have  each  their  diftin- 
guidiing  chara/leriftleii,  either  in  their  worfhip,  their  diicipline,  or 
their  drefs.  There  is  ftill  another  charaAeriftical  difference,  diflinft 
from  either  of  the  others,  which  arifea  from  the  intereourfe  of  the 
inhabitants  with  dlftcrent  States.  The  people  in  Weft-Jerfey  trade 
to  PhiladelphiK,  and  of  courfe  imitate  their  fafliions  and  imbibe  thei^  ' 
tiKiniMri.    The  inhitbitants  of  Enil-Jerley  trade  to  New-York,  an 

3C  »  '  regulate^ 
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regulate  their  fitfliions  and  mannen  according  to  thofe  in  l^}ew•Yorl;. 
So  that  the  diiFerence)  in  regard  to  fafhions  and  manners,  between 
Eaft  and  Weft  Jerfey,  is  nearly  as  great  as  between  New- York  and 
Philadelphia.  Add  to  all  thefe  the  differences  common  in  all  coun- 
tries,  arifing  from  the  various  occupations  of  men,  fuch  as  the  ci- 
irilian,  the  divine,  the  lawyer,  the  phyfician,  the  mechanic ;  the 
clownifti,  and  the  refpe£table  farmer,  all  of  whom  have  different 
purfuit^  or  purfue  the  fame  thing  difft:rently,  ^nd  of  courfe 
muft  have  different  ideas  and  manners.  When  we  take  into  view  all 
thefe  differences,  (and  all  thefe  differences  exift  in  New-Jerfey,  and 
ipany  of  them  in  ail  the  other  States)  it  cannot  be  expected  that 
many  general  obfervations  will  apply.  It  may,  however,  in  truth 
be  faid,  that  the  people  of  New-Jerfey  are  generally  ioduftrious» 
frugal  and  hofpitable.  There  are,  comparatively,  but  few  men  of 
learning  in  the  State,  nor  can  it  be  faid,  that  the  people  in  general 
have  a  tafte  for  the  fciences.  The  poorer  clafs,  in  which  may  be  in- 
eluded  a  confiderable  proportion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  whole 
State,  have  been  inattentive  to  the  education  of  their  children,  who  are 
but  too  generally  left  to  grow  up  in  ignorance.  There  are,  however,  a 
number  of  gentlemen  of  the  firft  rank  in  abilities  and  learning  in  the 
civil  offices  of  the  State,  and  in  the  feveral  learned  profeffions. 

It  is  not  the  bufinefs  of  a  geographer  to  compliment  the  ladies,  ^or 
would  we  be  thought  to  do  it  when  we  fay,  that  there  is  at  leaft  as 
gre^t  a  number  of  induftrious,  difcreet,  amiable,  genteel  and  hand- 
ibme  women  in  New-Jerley,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  inha- 
bitants, as  in  any  of  the  Thirteen  States.        ..  ,  ' 

MANUFACTURES,  TRADE,  &c. 

The  trade  of  this  State  is  carried  on  almoft  folely  with  and  from 
thofe  two  great  commercial  cities.  New- York  on  one  fide,  and  Phi- 
ladelphia on  the  other,  though  it  wants  not  good  ports  of  its  own. 
Several  attempts  have  been  made  by  the  legiflature  to  fecure  to  the 
State  its  own  natural  advantages,  by  granting  extraordinary  privi- 
leges to  merchants  who  would  fettle  at  Amboy  and  Burlington,  two 
very  commodious  ports.  But  the  people  having  long  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  fend  their  produce  to  the  markets  of  Philadelphia  and 
New- York,  and  of  courfe  having  their  correfpondencies  eftabliAied, 
and  their  mode»  of  dealing  fixed,  they  find  it  difficult  to  turn  their 
trade  from  the  old  channel.  Befides,  in  thefe  large  cities,  where 
are  fo  many  able  merchants,  and  fo  many  wants  to  be  fupplied, 
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credits  areinore  eafily  obtained,  and  a  better  and  quicker  market  it 
found  for  produce  than  could  be  expcAed  in  towns  left  populous  and 
flourifliing.  Thefe  and  other  caufes  of  the  fame  kind  have  hitherte 
rendered  aborthre  the  encouragements  held  out  by  the  legiflature. 

The  articles  exported,  befides  thofe  already  mentioned,  are  wheats 
flour,  faorfes,  live  cattle,  hams,  which  are  celebrated  as  being  among 
the  beft  in  the  world,  lumber,  flax-feed,  leather,  iron  in  great  quan- 
tities, in  pigs  and  bars,  and  formerly  copper  ore;  but  the  mines 
have  not  been  worked  fince  the  commencement  of  the  late  war. 
The  imports  conlift  chiefly,  of  Weft-India  goods.  «i  *7'   ^-*  ^ 

The  manufactures  of  this  State  have  hitheito  been  very  incca- 
fiderable^  not  fufiicient  to  fupply  its  own  confiimption,  if  we  except 
the  articles  of  iron,  nails  and  leather.  A  fpirit  of  induftry  and  im- 
provement, particularly  in  manufaftures,  has,  however,  greatly  in- 
creafed  in  the  four  lafl:  years.  Moil  of  the  families  in  the  country, 
and  many  in  the  populous  towns,  are  clothed  in  flrong,  decent 
homefpun ;  and  it  is  a  happy  circumfl:ance  for  the  countr}*,  that  this 
plain  American  drefs  is  every  day  growing  more  fafliionable,  not 
only  in  this  but  in  all  the  States. 

la  Trenton,  Newark  and  Elizabeth-Town  arc  feveral  very  valuable' 
tan-yards,  where  leather  in  large  quantities,  and  of  an  excellent  qua- 
lity, is  made  and  exported  to  the  neighbouring  markets.  Steel  was 
manufadlured  at  Trenton  in  the  time  of  the  war,  but  not  conliderai* 
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In  Gloucefter  county  is  a  glafs-houfe.  Paper-mills  and  nail-nto- 
nufa£iories  are  ereded  and  worked  to  good  advantage  in  feveral  parts 
of  the  State.  Wheat  alfo  is  manufadiured  into  flour,  and  Indian 
corn  into  meal,  to  good  account,  in  the  weftern  counties,  where 
wheat  is  the  ftapl^  commodity.  But  the  iron  manufacture  is  of  all 
others  the  greateft  fource  of  wealth  to  the  State.  Iron  works  are 
ereCVed  in  Gloucefter,  Burlington,  Suflex,  Morris,  and  other  conn- 
ties.  The  mountains  in  the  county  of  Morris  give  rife  to  a  number 
of  ftreatns  neceflary  and  convenient  for  thefe  works,  and  at  the  fame 
time  furnifti  a  copious  fupply  of  wood  and  ore  of  a  iuperior  quality. 
In  this  county  alone  are  no  lefs  than  feven  rich  iron  mines,  from 
which  might  be  taken  ore  fuiflcient  to  fupply  the  United  States  rand 
to  work  it  into  iron  are  two  furnaces,  two  rolling  and  flitting  mills, 
and  about  thirty  forges,  containing  from  two  to  four  fires  each. 
Thefe  works  produce  annually  about  five  hundred  and  forty  tons  of 
bar  iron,  eight  hundred  tons  of  pig,  befides  large  quantities  of  hoU 
3  low 
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low  ware,  (Iieet  iron  and  nail  rods.  In  the  whole  State*  it  is  ftip^ 
pofed  there  is  yearly  made  about  twelve  hundred  tons  of  bar  iron^ 
twelve  hundred  tons  of  pig«  eight  hunderd  tons  of  nail  rods,  exclufive 
of  hollow  ware^  and  various  other  caftingSi  of  which  vaft  quantitiea 
nadei  ■  r 

Early  in  the  late  war,  a  powder-ipill  was  erefted  in  Morriftown  by 
Colonel  Ford,  who  was  enabled,  by  the  annple  iupply  of  falt-petre 
fumiihed  by  the  patriotic  inhabitants,  to  make  a  conliderable  quan- 
tity of  that  valuable  and  neceflary  article,  at  a  time  when  it  was  moft 
needed ;  and  when  the  enemy  were  at  the  4oor  it  afforded  a  timely 

iupply*  •.-  ^r.      '    ,    V-i-.l'd     •,A.^»l_.V-5,:'     ,}      •■'■-,.  '(*■- 

\  A  manufacturing  company  was  incorporated,  ih  1791,  by  the  le- 
giflature  of  this  State,  and  favoured  with  very  great  privileges.  The 
better  to  encourage  every  kind  of  manufadture,  a  fubl'cription  was 
opened,  un^er  the  patronage  of  the  fecretary  of  the  treaiury  of  the 
United  States^  for  this  important  fervice.  Each  fubfcriber  promifed 
to  pay,  for  every  fliare  annexed  to  his  name,  four  hundred  dollars 
to  the  truftees  appointed  to  receive  it.  A  fum  of  upwards  of  five 
hundred  thoufand  dollars  was  almoft  immediately  fubfcribed,  and  the 
dir^ftors  of  the  aflbciation  have  fince  taken  the  proper  meafures  to 
carry  into  efisdt  their  extenfive  plan.  They  have  fixed  on  the  Great 
Falls  in  Paflaik  river,  and  the  ground  adjoining,  for  the  eredtion  of 
mills,  and  the  town,  which  they  call  Paterfon,  in  honour  of  the 
prefent  governor  of  New-Jerfey.  Every  advantage  appears  to  be 
concentrated  in  this  delightful  fituation,  to  make  it  one  of  the  moft 
eligible  in  the  United  States  for  the  permanent  eflablifliment  of  ma- 
nui'adtures.  Already  a  large  fum  of  money  has  been  expended,  and 
the  works  are  in  for^vardnefs. 

Although  the  bulk  of  the  inhabitants  in  this  State  are  farmers,  yet 
agriculture  has  not  been  improved  (a  few  inllances  excepted)  to  that 
degree,  which  from  long  experience  we  might  rationally  expedt,  and 
which  the  fertility  of  the  foil,  in  many  places,  feems  to  encourage* 
A  great  part  of  the  inhabitants  are  Dutch,  who,  although  they  are 
in  general  neat  and  iiidnftrious  farmers,  have  very  little  enterprife, 
and  feldom  adopt  any  nesv  improvements  in  hufbandry,  becaufe, 
through  habits  and  want  of  education  to  expand  and  liberalife  theii* 
mindsj  they  think  their  old  modes  of  tilling  the  beft.  Indeed,  this 
is  the  cafe  with  the  great  body  of  the  common  people,  and  proves  al- 
mod  ^0  i|ifui;mouutable  obftocle  to  agricultural  improvements. 
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LITERATURE,  IMPROVEMENTS,  &c 

There  are  two  colleges  in  New-Jerfey ;  one  at  Prince  town,  called 
Naflau>Uall ;  the  other  at  Bninfwick,  called  Queen's  College.  Th» 
(College  at  Prince  town  was  firft  fo\inded  by  charter  from  John  HamiU 
ton,  Efq.  Prefident  of  the  Council,  about  the  year  1738,  and  en- 
larged by  Governor  Belcher  in  1747.  The  charter  delegates  a  power 
of  granting  to  **  the  (Indents  of  faid  college,  or  to  any  others  thought 
worthy  of  them,  all  luch  degrees  as  are  granted  in  either  of  the  un}- 
veriities,  or  any  other  college  in  Great-Britain."  It  has  tuenty-threp 
truftees.  The  governor  of  the  State,  and  the  prefident  of  the  col- 
lege are,  ex  njiciis^  two  of  them.  It  has  an  annual  income  of  about 
nine  hundred  pounds  currency,  of  which  two  hundred  pounds  arife 
from  funded  public  fecurities  anc|  lands,  and  the  reft  from  the  fees  of 
the  fludents. 

The  prefident  of  the  college  is  alfo  profelTor  of  eloquence,  critl- 
cifm  and  chronology.  The  vice-prcfident  is  alfo  profefTor  of  divinity 
and  moral  philofophy.  There  is  alfo  a  profeflbr  of  mathematics 
and  natural  philofophy,  and  two  mafters  of  languages.  The  four 
clafles  in  college  contain  commonly  irom  feventy  to  one  hundred  llu* 
dents.  There  is  a  grammar-fchool  of  about  twenty  fcholars,  con- 
ne6ted  with  the  college,  under  the  ftiperintendance  of  the  prefident, 
and  taught  fopnetipies  by  2^  fenior  fcholar,  and  fometimes  by  a 
graduate. 

Before  the  war,  this  college  was  fumifhed  with  a  philofophical 
apparatus,  worth  fiye  hundred  pounds,  which  (except  the  elegant 
orrery  conftrufted  by  Mr.  Rittenhoufe^  was  almoft  entirely  deftroyed 
by  the  Britifh  army  in  the  late  war,  as  was  alfo  the  library,  which 
now  confills  of  between  two  and  three  thoufand  volumes. 

The  college  edifice  is  handfotnely  built  with  ftone,  and  is  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  feet  in  length,  fifty-four  in  breadth,  and  four  ftories 
high,  and  is  divided  info  forty-two  convenient  chambers  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  Undents,  befides  a  dining-hall,  chapel,  and  room 
for  the  library.  Its  fituation  is  elevated,  and  exceedingly  pleafant 
and  heahhful.  It  is  remarkable,  that  fince  the  removal  ot  'he  college 
to  Prince  town,  in  1756,  there  have  been  but  five  or  fix  deaths  among 
the  ftiidents.  The  view  from  the  college  balcony  is  extenfive  and 
^charming.  -  ,  .. 
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The  college  has  been  under  the  care  of  a  fuccelfion  of  prefidents, 
eminent  for  piety  and  learning,  and  has  furniflied  a  number  of  ci- 
vilians, divines  and  phyficianSf  of  the  firft  rank  in  America. 

The  charter  for  Qiieen's  College,  at  Brunfwick,  was  granted  juft 
%efore  the  war,  in  confequence  of  an  application  from  a  body  of  the 
Dutch  church.  Its  funds,  raifed  wholly  by  free  donations,  amount' 
tdf  foon  after  its  cftabliflimcnt,  to  four  thoufand  pounds,  but  they 
were  confiderably  diminilhed  by  the  war.  The  grammar-fchool^ 
which  is  connected  with  the  college,  confifts  of  between  thirty  and 
forty  iludents,  under  the  care  of  the  truftees.  The  college  at  prefent 
is  itot  in  a  very  flourifliing  Hate. 

There  are  a  number  of  good  academies  in  this  State ;  one  at  Free> 
lurfd  m  the  county  of  Monmouth ;  another  at  Trenton,  in  which  are 
sbout  eighty  ftudents  in  the  different  branches ;  it  has  a  fund  of  about 
on«  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  per  annum,  arifing  from  the  intereft 
on  public  fecnrities ;  another  in  Hackinfack,  in  the  county  of  Ber> 
gcD,  of  upwards  of  an  hundred  fcholars }  inftru£lion  and  board  are 
iiid  to  be  cheaper  here  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  State*  There 
h  another  fJourifhing  academy  at  Orangedale,  in  the  county  of  Eflex, 
coniifting  of  nearly  as  many  fcholars  as  any  of  the  others,  furniflied 
with  able  iofirudtors  and  good  accommodations.  Another  has  lately 
been  opened  at  Elizabeth  town,  and  confifts  of  upwards  of  twenty 
Rodents  in  the  languages,  and  is  increafmg.  An  academy,  by  the 
name  oi  Biirlington  academy,  has  lately  been  eftablifhed  at  Burling- 
ton, under  the  direction  of  feveii  truftees,  and  the  inftru£tion  of  two 
preceptors.  The  fyflem  of  education  adopted  in  this  academy  is  de-> 
figned  to  prepare  the  fcholars  for  the  ftudy  of  the  more  difficult  clafCcs 
and  the  higher  branches  of  fcience  in  a  college  or  univerfity.  At 
Newark,  an  academy  was  founded  in  June  1792,  and  promifes  to 
be  a  ufeful  inftitution.  Befides  thefe,  there  are  grammar  fchools  at 
(Springfield,  Morriftown,  Bordentown,  Amboy,  &c.  There  are  no 
jegnlar  ellablilhments  for  common  fchools  in  the  State.  The  ufual 
mode  of  education  is  for  the  inhabitants  of  a  village  or  neighbour* 
hood  to  join  in  affording  a  temporary  fiipport  for  a  fchoolmafter, 
vpon  fuch  terms  as  are  mutually  agreeable.  But  the  encouragement 
which  thefe  occafional  teachers  meet  with,  is  generally  fuch,  as  that 
fio  perfon  of  abilities  adequate  to  the  bufmcfs  will  undertake  it;  and 
of  courfe,  little  advantage  is  derived  from  thefe  fchools.  The  im* 
provement  in  thefe  common  fchools  is  generally  in  proportion  to  the 
pay  of  the  teacher.  It  is  therefore  much  to  be  regretted  that  the 
.  ,  ,  legiflature 
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Wgiilatiire  do  rtot  take  up  this  fubje£J,  and  adopt  fiich  mtfthod  of 
fupporting  public  fchools  as  has  been  praftifed  \\[X)\\  with  vilibl» 
good  fuccefs  in  fome  of  the  New- England  States. 

There  is  a  medicr.!  fociety  in  this  State,  confiftlrtg  of  about  thirty 
of  their  moft  refpeftable  phyficians,  wlio  meet  twice  a  year.  No 
perfon  is  admitted  to  the  pr:(6tice  of  phyfic  without  a  licence  from^ 
the  fupreiTie  court,  founded  on  a  certificate  from  this  fociety,  or  at 
leafl  two  of  its  members,  teftifying  his  (kill  and  abilities.  It  is  re* 
mnrkable,  that  in  the  county  ot  Cape  May  no  regular  phyfr'ian  ha« 
ever  found  fiipport.  Medicine  has  been  adminiftercd  by  women,  cx« 
ccpt  in  fome  extraordinary  cafes. 


l.v.,.       ..f. 


CONSTITUTION^ 


'  The  following  is  the  conftitution  of  this  State : 
'  Whereas  all  the  conftitutional  authority  ever  poflelTed  by  the  kings 
of  Great-Britain  over  thele  colonies,  or  their  other  dominions,  waa 
by  compaft  derived  from  the  people,  and  held  of  them  for  the  com- 
mon intereft  of  the  whole  fociety,  allegiance  and  proteftion  are,  in 
the  nature  of  things,  reciprocal  tics,  each  equally  depending  upon 
the  other,  and  liable  to  be  diflblvcd  by  the  other's  being  refuled  or 
withdrawn.  And  whereas  George  the  Third,  King  of  Great-Britain> 
has  refufcd  protection  to  the  good  people  of  thefe  colonies ;  and> 
by  aflenting  to  fundry  adts  of  the  Britifli  Parliament,  attempted  to 
fubjeft  them  to  the  abfolute  dominion  of  that  body ;  and  has  alfo 
made  war  upon  them  in  the  moft  cruel  and  unnatural  manner,  for 
no  other  caufe  than  aflerting  their  juft  rights ;  all  civil  authority 
under  him  is  necelTarily  at  an  end,  and  a  diflblution  of  government 
in  each  colony  has  confequently  taken  place* 

And  whereas  in  the  prefent  deplorable  fituation  of  thefe  Colonies, 
expofed  to  the  fury  of  a  cruel  and  relentlefs  enemy,  fome  form  of 
government  is  abfolutely  neceflary,  not  only  for  the  prefervation  of 
good  order,  but  alfo  the  more  effectually  to  unite  the  people,  and 
enable  them  to  exert  their  whole  force  in  their  own  neceflary  de* 
fence  ;  and  as  the  honourable  the  Continental  Congrefs,  the  fupreme 
council  of  the  American  colonies,  has  advifed  fuch  of  the  colonies 
as  have  not  yet  gone  into  the  meafure,  to  adopt  for  themfelves  re- 
fpeftively  fuch  government  as  fliall  beii:  conduce  to  their  own  hap* 
pinefs  and  fafcty,  and  the  well-being  of  America  in  general ;  we,  the 
reprefentatives  of  the- colony  of  New-Jerfey,  having  been  eleded  by 
all  the  couni  ies  in  the  frceft  manner,  and  in  Congrefs  afferobled, 

Vol.  II.  3D  .        have. 
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liavc,  after  mntiire  deliberations,  agreed  upon  a  fet  of  charter  righti« 
and  the  form  of  a  conftitution,  in  manner  following,  viz. 

I.  That  the  government  of  thi»  province  fliali  be  veiled  in  a  Go- 
vernor, Legiflative  Council  and  (icneral  Aflembl/. 

II.  That  the  Lcgidative  Council  and  General  AlTembly  (tiall  be 
Chofen,  for  the  full  time,  on  the  fecond  Tuefday  in  Anguft  next; 
the  member  whereof  11);dl  be  the  fame  in  number  and  qualifications 
ai  is  herein  after  mentioned ;  and  fliall  be  and  remain  veiled  with  all 
the  powers  and  authority  to  be  held  by  any  future  Legiflative  Coun- 
cil and  AlTembly  of  this  colony,  until  the  fecond  Tucfday  in  Odlo- 
ber  which  fliall  be  in  tlio  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hun- 
tlred  and  fevcnty-levcn. 

in.  That  on  the  fecond  Tucfday  in  OAober  yearly,  and  every 
year  for  ever,  (with  the  privilege  of  adjourning  from  day  today,  as 
occafion  may  require)  the  counties  fliall  fcverally  chufe  one  perfon 
to  be  a  member  of  the  Legiflative  Council  of  this  colony,  who  ihatl 
be  and  have  been  for  one  whole  year  next  before  the  ele£tion,  an 
inhabitant  and  freeholder  in  the  county  in  which  he  is  chofen,  and 
ivorth  at  leall  one  thoufand  pounds,  proclamation  money,  of  real 
and  perfnnal  eftate  within  the  faid  county  :  that,  at  the  fame  time, 
rach  county  fliall  alfo  chufe  three  members  of  AiTembly ;  provided, 
that  no  perlbn  fliall  be  entitled  to  a  feat  in  the  faid  AiTembly,  unlefs 
he  be  and  have  been  for  one  whole  year  next  before  the  eledlion  an 
inhiibitant  of  the  county  he  is  to  reprefent,  and  worth  five  hundred 
pounds,  proclamation  money,  in  real  and  perfonal  eftate,  in  the  fame 
county :  that  on  the  fecond  Tuefday  next  after  the  day  of  eledlion, 
the  Council  and  Aficmbly  fliall  ieparatcly  meet ;  and  that  the  con- 
fent  of  both  Hoiifes  fliall  be  necelfary  to  every  law  ;  provided,  that 
feven  fiiall  be  a  quorum  of  the  Council  for  doing  bufmefs,  and  that 
no  law  fliall  pafs,  unlefs  there  be  a  majority  of  all  the  reprefenta- 
tives  of  each  body  perfonally  prefeiit,  and  agreeing  thereto.    Pro- 
vided always,  that  if  a  majoiity  of  the  reprefentatives  of  this  pro- 
vince, in  Council  and  General  AlTembly  convened,  fliallrat  any  time 
or  times  hereafter,  judge  it  equitable  and  proper  to  add  to  or  di- 
miniiii  the  number  or  proportion  of  the  members  of  AiTembly  for 
any  county  or  counties  in  this  colony,  then,  and  in  fuch  cafe,  the 
fame  may,  on  the  principles  of  more  equal  reprefentation,  be  law- 
fully done,  anything  in  this  ch'.uter  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding, 
to  that  the  whole  number  of  reprefentatives  in.  AiTembly  fliall  not  at 
fny  time  be  lefs  than  thirty-nine.  ! 

,v/',  i  IV.  That 
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TV.  That  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony  of  full  age,  who  are 
woitti  fifty  poinuls,  procla  ;  ^Mon  nioiifv,  <!«:»•  cftate  in  the  Hune,  and 
have  rdidccl  within  the  county  in  which  they  claim  A  votf,  tor  twelve 
monrhs  inuncdiirc-ly  preccling  t'ne  i  ttiott,  Ihall  be  entitled  to  vote 
tor  re  1 1  l.n'  itivcs  in  Council  and  Aflciubly  :  and  alio  for  all  other 
public  olh.xis  ihai  fluill  be  clctled  by  the  people  of  the  county  at 
laigc. 

V.  That  theAflcmbly,  when  met,  fliall  have  power  to  choofe  t 
fpc'kcr,  andiAhcr  their  otlicert ;  tobcjudmfsol  thi  qualifications  and 
elcrtions  oi  tacir  own  menilx is  ;  lit  upon  their  own  adjournments  ; 
prep  ire  bills  to  be  jjutied  into  laws  ;  nnd  to  empuwer  their  fpeaker 
to  convene  tlicni,  whenever  any  extniordinary  occurrence  fliall  render 
it  ncccir.iry. 

"VI.  That  the  Council  fliall  have  power  to  prepare  bills  to  pafs  into 
laws,  and  have  other  like  powers  as  the  AHeinbiy,  and  in  all  re- 
fpefts  to  be  a  free  and  independent  branch  ot  the  legillature  of  this  co- 
lony ;  lave  only,  that  they  fliall  tiot  prepare  or  alter  any  money  bill, 
which  fljall  be  the  privilege  of  the  Aflembly.  That  the  Council  fliall 
from  time  to  time  be  convened  by  the  governor  or  vice-prefident,  but 
rouft  be  convened  at  all  times  when  the  Aflembly  fits ;  for  which  pur- 
pofe  the  fpeaker  of  the  Houfe  of  AflTembly  {hall  always  immediately 
afler  an  adjournment  give  notice  to  the  governor  or  vice-prefident  of 
the  time  and  place  to  which  the  Houfe  is  adjourned. 

VII.  That  the  Council  and  Afl*embly  joint  y,  at  their  firft  meeting 
after  each  annual  election,  fliall,  by  a  majority  of  votes,  ele£l  fomefit 
perlbn  within  the  colony  to  be  governor  for  one  year,  who  fliall  be 
conflant  prcfident  of  the  council,  and  have  a  cafling  vote  in  their 
proceedings,  and  the  Council  themfelves  (liall  choofe  a  vice-prefident, 
who  fliall  aft  as  fuch  in  the  abfence  of  the  governor. 

VIII.  That  the  governor,  or,  in  his  ahlence,  the  vice-prefident  of 
the  council,  fliall  have  the  fupreme  executive  power,  be  chan- 
cellor of  the  colony,  and  a£l  as  captain-general  and  commander  in 
chief  of  all  the  militia  and  other  military  force  in  this  colony  ; 
and  that  any  three  or  more  of  the  council  fliall,  at  all  times  be  a 
privy-council  to  confult  them ;  and  that  the  governor  be  ordinary,  or 
furrogate-general, 

IX.  That  the  governor  and  council,  feven  whereof  fliall  be  a 
quorum,  be  the  court  of  appeals  in  the  laft  refort  in  all  cafes  of  law, 
AS  heretofore ;  and  that  they  poflefs  the  power  of  granting  pardons 
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to  criminals  after  condemnation,  in  all  cafes  of  trcafonj  felony,  or 
other  ottences.  ,-.  i,  .:•.,:■..,.    ,      :v         ■!' 

X.  That  captains,  and  all  other  inferior  officers  of  the  militln,  fliall 
be  chofcii  by  the  companies  in  the  refpeftive  counties ;  but  field  and 
general  officers  by  the  Council  and  AiTembly. 

XI.  1  lut  the  Council  and  Afllmbly  lliall  have  power  to  make  the 
great  fe.il  ot  th;s  colony,  which  fhall  be  kept  by  the  governor,  or  in 
his  ablcuce,  bythe  vice-prchdciit  of  the  council,  to  he  ufed  by  them 
as  occafion  may  require;  and  it  fnall  be  called,  the  great /cat  oft  If  t 
(olony  of  }^c-w-Jerfcy. 

XII.  That  the  judges  of  the  fiipreme  court  fliall  continue  in  office 
for  feven  years ;  the  judges  of  the  inferior  court  of  common 
pleas  in  the  fcveial  couiities,  juftices  of  the  peace,  clerks  of  the  fu- 
preinc  court,  clciks  ot  the  inferior  court  of  common  pleas  and 
<]uaiter  feffions,  the  attorney-general,  and  provincial  fecretary, 
jfliall  continue  in  office  for  five  years ;  and  the  provincial  treafurer 
fliall  continue  in  office  for  one  year  ;  and  that  they  fhall  be,  feverally 
appointed  by  the  Council  and  Aiiembly  in  manner  aforefaid,  and 
commillioncd  by  the  governor,  or  in  his  absence  the  vice-prefident 
fjf  the  council.  Proviued  always,  that  the  laid  officers  feverally, 
iliaii  be  capable  of  being  re-appointed  at  the  end  of  the  terms  feverally 
before  limited  ;  and  that  any  of  the  faid  officers  fliall  be  liable  to  be 
difmlll'cd,  when  adjudged  guilty  of  mifbehaviour,  by  the  Council  on 
an  impeachment  of  the  Alien. bly,      /    :  ,„.  >  .    .     :    ......  r'.-.-.i 

.  XIII.  1  hat  the  inhabitants  oi  each  county,  qualified  to  vote  as  afore- 
faid, fliall,  at  the  time  and  place  of  tlerting  their  reprefentatives,  an- 
jiually  elcdt  one  flicrifF,  and  one  qf  luore  coroners ;  and  that  they 
may  re-elc^t  the  lame  perfon  to  fuch  offices  until  he  fliall  have  ferved 
three  years,  bur  \u\  longer  ;  after  which  three  years  muft  elapfe  bC' 
fore  the  fame  perfon  is  capable  pf  being  elected  again.  When  the 
election  is  certified  to  the  governor  or  vice  prefident,  under  the  hand* 
pf  fix  freeholders  of  the  county  for  which  they  were  eleAed,  they 
fliall  be  iniir.eJifittly  commillioncd  to  ierve  in  their  rclpedtive  off 
fices. 

Xiy.  That  thctowiifliij.s,  at  their  annual  town  meetings  foreleflf 
jng  other  otliccis,  ihall  chuie  conftables  for  the  diftrii'^s  icfpoftively  ; 
nntji  alfo  three  or  more  judicious  freeholders  of  gooo  charafter,  to 
hear  and  finally  determine  all  ajijeils  re  ative  to  unjiiu  alieffiiient^ 
in  cafes  of  public  t.ixation  ;  which  commiffioners  or  appeal  fliall, 
(qr  that  pur|)ore,    fit   at  fome  iuitabie  t;me  or  times  to  be  by 
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them  appointed,    and  made  known  to  the  people  by  advertife- 
iDents. 

XV.  That  the  laws  of  the  colony  fliall  begin  in  the  following  ftile, 
viz.  Be  it  ena^td  ^y  the  Council  and  General  AJJembly  of  this  colony^ 
and  it  is  hereby  ena£led  by  authority  of  the  fame  i  that  all  commiflions 
granted  by  the  governor  or  vice-prefident  Ihall  run  thus,  The,  colony 
ofhlcoojirfcyy  to  A.  13.  &c.  greeting  ;  and  that  all  writs  {hall  Jike- 
wile  run  in  the  name  of  the  colony :  and  that  all  iiuLdtments  fhall 
conclude  in  the  following  manner,  viz.  A^ait{ft  the  ptace  of  thi:  colony^ 
tho  f^oifernment  and  dii^nity  of  the  fame. 

XVI.  That  all  criminals  f>»all  be  admitted  to  the  fame  pri- 
vik'gea  of  witneHls  and  counfel,  as  their  profecutors  are  or  ihall  be 
fiultled  to. 

XVII.  That  the  eftates  of  fuch  perfons  as  fliall  deftroy  their  own 
livctt  Iliall  not,  for  that  oftence,  be  forfeited,  but  fhall  defcend  in  the 
fame  manner  as  they  would  have  done,  had  fuch  perfuns  died  in  the 
natural  way }  nor  fliall  any  article  which  may  occafion  accidentally  the 
death  of  any  one,  be  henceforth  deemed  a  deodand,  or  in  any  wiife 
forfeited  on  account  of  fuch  misfortunes. 

XVIII.  That  no  peifon  fliall  fver  within  this  colony  be  deprived  of 
the  incflimablc  privilege  of  worfliipping  Almighty  God  in  a  man- 
ner agreeable  to  the  dictates  of  his  own  confcience ;  nor  under  any 
pretence  whatever  be  compelled  to  attend  any  place  of  worfliip,  con- 
trary to  his  own  fiuth  and  judgment ;  nor  fhall  any  perfon  within  this 
colony  ever  be  obliged  to  pay  tithes,  taxes,  or  any  other  rates,  for  the 
purpole  of  building  or  repairing  any  other  church  or  churches,  place 
or  pl.iccs  of  worfliip,  or  for  the  maintenance  of  any  minifter  or  mi- 
niftry,  contrary  to  wliat  he  believes  to  be  right,  or  has  deliberately  or 
voluntarily  engaged  himfclf  to  pcrlorni.  ,  ,. 

XIX.  That  there  fliall  be  no  eftablifliment  of  any  one  religious  feft 
in  this  province,  in  preference  to  another;  and  that  no  Proteftant  inha- 
h'Mmi  of  this  colony  fliall  be  denied  the  enjoyment  of  any  civil  right, 
nicruiy  on  account  ot  his  religious  principles  ;  but  thaC  all  perfons, 
proitlling  a  belief  in  the  faith  of  any  Proteftant  feft,  who  fliall  demean 
tlicmfeives  peaceably  under  the  government  as  hereby  eftabliflied, 
fltall  be  capable  of  being  eled-tcd  into  any  office  of  profit  or  truft,  or 
bcinj;  a  member  of  either  branch  of  the  legiilature;  and  fliall  fully 
find  ft  ecly  enjoy  every  privilege  and  immunity  enjoyed  by  others  their 
(cUow  fubjuCts. 

XX.  That 
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XX.  That  the  legiflative  department  of  this  government  mny,  ai 
much  as  poflible,  be  pref(?rved  from  all  fufpicion  of  corruption,  non* 
©ftlie  judges  of  the  fiipreme  or  other  courts,  iherifts,  or  any  other 
perfon  or  perfons  poileflod  of  any  poft  of  profit  under  the  govern- 
ment, other  than  juftites  of  the  peace,  fhali  be  entitled  to  a  feat  in  the 
Aflembly  ;  but  that  on  his  being  elcfted  and  taking  his  feat,  his  of- 
fice or  poft  fliall  be  confidered  as  vacant. 

XXI.  That  all  the  laws  of  this  province  contained  in  the  edition- 
fately  publiflied  by  Mr.  Allinfon,  (hall  be  and  remain  in  full  force, 
until  altered  by  the  legiflature  of  this  colony,  fiich  only  excepted  as 
are  incompatible  with  this  charter,  and  flia  1  be,  according  as  hereto- 
fore, regarded  in  all  refpeds  by  all  civil  ofticeis,  and  others  the  good 
people  of  this  province. 

XXII.  That  the  common  law  of  England,  as  well  as  fo  much  of 
the  ftatute  law  as  has  been  heretofore  praftifed  in  this  colony,  fliall 
ftill  remain  in  force,  until  they  Ihall  be  altered  by  a  future  law  of  th« 
fegiflature;  fuch  parts  only  excepted  as  are  repugnant  to  the  rights  and 
privileges  contained  in  this  charter;  and  that  the  ineftimable  right  of 
trial  by  jury  fliall  remain  confirmed,  as  a  part  of  the  law  of  this  co- 
lony, without  repeal  forever. 

XXIII.  That  every  perfon  who  fliall  be  elefted  as  aforefaid  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Legiflative  Council  or  Houfe  of  AlTembly,  fliall,  pre- 
•vions  to  his  taking  his  feat  ift  Council  or  Aflembly,  take  the  following 
oath  or  affirmation,  viz. 

^  *'  I  A.  B.  do  folcmnly  declare,  that  as  a  member  of  the  Legiflative 
Council  or  Aflembly,  as  the  cafe  may  be,  of  the  colony  of  New- 
Jerfey,  I  will  not  alTent  to  any  law,  vote,  or  proceeding,  which  fliall 
appear  to  me  injurious  to  the  public  welfnre  of  (aid  colony  ;  nor  that 
ihall  annul  or  repeal  that  part  of  the  third  fcftion  in  the  charter  of 
this  colony,  which  eflabliflies  that  the  eleftions  of  members  of  the 
Legiflative  Council  and  Afleinbly  fliall  be  anir.ial ;  nor  that  part  of 
ihe  twenty-fecond  (eftion  in  faid  charter,  rclpetTing  the  trial  by  jury, 
nor  that  fliall  annnl,  repeal,  or  alter  any  part  or  parts  of  the  eigh- 
teentli  or  nineteenth  ieftions  of  the  fame."  ''"       '        "i 

And  any  perfon  or  perfons  who  fliall  be  eleiled  as  aforefaid,  is 
hereby  impowered  to  adminifter  to  the  faid  members  the  laid  oath  or 
affirmation. 

Provided  always,  that  it  is  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this 
rongrtfs,  that  if  a  reconciliation  between  Great-Britain  in  thefe  colo- 
nies fliould  take  place,  and  the  latter  be  taken  again  under  the  protec- 
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tion  and  government  of  the  crown  of  Britain,  this  charter  fliall  be  nwll 
and  void,  otherwifc  to  remain  firm  and  inviolable. 

COURTS  OF  JUSTICE,   LAWS,  &c. 

The  courts  ofjuftice  in  this  State  are,  firft,  Juftices  Courts.  A 
competent  number  of  perfons  are  appointed  in  each  county  by  the 
Council  and  Aflcnibly  in  joint  meeting,  who  are  called  juftices  of  the 
peace,  and  continue  in  office  five  years ;  who,  befides  being  confer- 
vators  of  the  peace,  agreeably  to  the  Englifli  laws,  are  authorized 
to  hold  courts  for  the  trial  of  caufes  under  twelve  pounds. 
From  this  court,  perlbns  aggrieved  may  appeal  to  the  quarter 
ielTions. 

Secondly,  Courts  of  Quarter  SclTions  of  the  Peace  are  held  quar- 
terly in  every  county,  by  at  leaft  three  of  the  juftices.  This  court 
takes  cognizance  of  breaches  of  the  peace,  and  is  generally  regulated 
by  the  rules  of  the  Englifli  law. 

Thirdly,  Courts  of  Common  Pleas,  which  are  held  quarterly  by 
judges  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  juf- 
tices of  the  peace,  and  who  are  commonly  of  their  number,  and  hold 
their  couunillions  five  years.  This  court  may  be  held  by  a  fingle 
judge,  and  has  cognizance  of  demands  to  any  amount,  and  u 
conftiufted    on,    and  governed  by  the  principle  of  the  Englifli 

laws.         ■  _  .  '  1-     ,     "i    •    -J  -*^    .  ■  ■■.:  ^•t.-"'V.i^.:? 

Fourthly,  Supreme  Courts,  which  are  held  four  times  in  a  year^ 
at  Trenton,  b\  three  judges  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  who  hold 
tiieir  oilices  three  years ;  but  one  judge  only  is  neceflary  to  the  hold- 
int';  this  court.  This  court  has  cognizance  of  all  ai^ions,  both  civil  and 
criminal,  throughout  the  State,  having  tlte  united  authority  of  the 
courts  of  king's  bench,  common  pleas,  and  exchequer  in  England.  The 
courts  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  nifi  prius,  commonly  held  once  a 
year  in  each  county,  foi  the  tiial  of  caufes  arifing  in  the  county,  and 
brought  to  iffue  in  the  fupieme  court,  aic  properly  branches  of  thit 
court,  and  are  held  by  one  of  the  jULJges  of  it,  except  that  in  thecourts 
of  oyer  and  terminer,  fomc  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  county  are  always 
added  in  the  coir.mifuon  as  affiftaiits  to  the  judge;  but  they  cannot 
hold  the  court  without  him. 

Fifthly,  Orphan's  Courts,  lately  eftabliflied  by  aft  of  Aftembly, 
3re  held  by  the  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleafs,  ex  oficiisf 
and  have  cognizance  of  all  matters  relating  to  wills,  adminiftra- 
tions,  S»c.         .  .   r.        .  .  » 

Sixthly, 
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Sixthly,  Court  of  Chancery,  held  by  the  governor  eJc  dJidOf  al* 
Vrays  open.  It  is  a  court  of  law  and  equity,  founded  on  the  fame 
principles,  and  governed  by  the  famfc  rules  as  the  court  of  chancery 
in  England. 

Seventhly,  High  Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals,  compofed  of  the 
governor,  and  feven  of  the  council,  and  is  a  court  of  appeals  in  the 
hA  refort  in  all  cafes  of  law. 

All  the  Englifli  laws  which  have  been  praftifed  upon  in  the  State, 
and  which  are  not  repugnant  to  revolution  principles,  were  adopted 
by  the  conftitution,  and  very  few  alterations  of  confeqiieoce  have 
fince  been  made,  except  in  the  defcent  of  the  real  eftates,  which,  in* 
Head  of  defcending  to  the  eldeft  fon,  agreeable  to  the  old  feudal  fyf* 
tern,  as  formerly,  are  now  divided,  where  there  is  no  will,  two 
fliares  to  each  fon,  and  one  fliare  to  each  daughter,  i.  e.  the  fons  have 
double  the  daughter*3  portions,  but  all  the  fons  have  equal  portion, 
and  all  the  daughters. 

Noperfon  is  permitted  topra£tife  as  an  attorney  in  any  court  with- 
out a  licence  from  the  governor.  This  cannot  be  obtained  unlefs  the 
candidate  fliould  be  above  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  Ihall  have 
ferved  a  regular  clerkfliip  with  fome  licenfed  attorney  for  four  years, 
and  have  taken  a  degree  in  fome  public  college,  otherwife  he  muft 
ferve  five  years.  This  regulation  is  confidered  by  fome  as  a  depre* 
cialion  of  rights  in  regard  to  cicizens  of  other  States,  and  a  bar  to  the 
progrefs  of  knowledge.  He  muft  alfo  fubmit  to  an  examination  by 
three  of  the  moft  eminent  counfellors  in  the  State,  in  the  prefence  of 
the  judges  of  the  fupreme  court.  After  three  years  praftice  as  an  at* 
torney,  he  becomes  a  candidate  for  a  counfellor's  licence,  which  is 
granted  on  a  like  examination.  Many  of  the  people  here,  however, 
as  in  other  States,  think,  becaufe  perhaps  they  are  inftruments  in 
obliging  them  to  pay  their  debts,  that  the  lawyers  know  too  much. 
But  their  knowledge  will  not  injure  thofe  who  are  innocent,  and 
who  will  let  them  alone.  Experience  has  verified  this  obfervation  in 
the  county  of  Cape  May.  No  lawyer  lives  within  fixty  miles  of  that 
county,  and  it  is  feklom  that  they  attend  their  courts. 


MILITARY  STRENGTH. 

The  military  ftrength  of  New-Jcrfcy  confifts  of  a  militia,  of  be- 
tween thirty  and  forty  thoufand  men. 

'    This  State  was  the  leat  of  war  for  feveral  years,  during  the  conteft 

between  Great-Britain  and  America.    Her  lofl'es  both  of  men  and 

"-  -  "  property, 


with- 

efs  the 

I  have 
years, 

le  rnuft 

depre* 
to  the 

:ion  by 

fence  of 
an  at* 
hich  i» 
iwever, 
;nts  in 
much. 
it,  and 
ition  in 
lof  that 


OF   KEW-JERSEYi  39^ 

t>foperty,  In  proportion  to  the  population  and  «i^ealth  of  the  State,  wat 
greater  thnti  uny  other  of  the  thirteen  States.  When  General  Wafli- 
}ngton  wai  retreating  through  the  Jerfeys,  almoft  forfaken  by  all 
otheri,  her  militiii  were  at  all  timea  obedient  to  his  orders  ;  and  for 
■  teonftderable  length  of  time,  compofed  the  ftrength  of  his  armyw 
There  ii  hiirdly  n  town  in  the  State  that  lay  in  the  progrefs  of  th» 
Drltlflt  nrmy,  that  wni  not  rendered  fignal  by  fome  enterprize  or  ex* 
ploit.  At  Trenton  the  enemy  received  a  check,  which  may  be  fatd 
with  juAice  to  hnve  turned  the  tide  of  war.  At  Prince  town,  the  feat 
of  the  iTtuCei,  they  received  another,  which,  united,  obliged  them 
to  retire  with  precipitation,  and  take  refuge  in  difgracefiil  winter 
quai  ten.  But  whatever  honour  this  State  might  derive  from  the  re- 
lation, it  ii  not  our  buiinefi  to  enter  upon  an  othervvife  unprofitable 
defcription  of  bnttlei  or  flegei  j  wc  leave  this  to  the  pen  of  the  hil- 
toriitn,  whofe  ubje<^  is  to  furnlflt  a  minute  detail  of  every  occurring 
circumftance,  and  only  obfcf  ve  in  general,  that  the  many  military 
achievementi  performed  by  the  Jerfcy  foldiers,  give  this  State  one 
of  the  firft  ranki  among  her  fiilers  in  a  military  view,  and  entitle 
her  to  a  (Iture  of  praife  In  the  accomplifliment  of  the  late  glorioui 
MvolutioOf  that  btari  no  proportion  to  her  fize. 
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STATE    OF 

PENNSYLVANIA. 


SITUATION  AND  BOUNDARIES. 

HIS  State  is  fituated  between  o°  ao'  eaft,  and  Jo*  weft  longi- 
tude ;  and  between  390  43',  and  42°  north  latitude.  Its  length  is 
two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  miles,  and  its  breadth  one  hundred 
and  fifty-fix.  It  is  bounded  eaft  by  Delaware  river,  which  divides  it 
from  New-Jerfey ;  north,  by  New- York,  and  a  territory  of  about 
t\vo  hundred  and  two  thoufand  acres,  on  lake  Erie,  purchafed  of  Con* 
grefs  by  this  State ;  not  th-weft,  by  a  part  of  lake  Erie,  where  there 
is  a  good  port ;  weft,  by  the  weftern  territory,  and  a  part  of  Vir- 
ginia ;  fouth,  by  a  part  of  Virginia,  Matyland,  and  Delaware.  The 
State  lies  in  the  form  of  a  parallelogram. 

FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY,  &c. 

This  part  of  the  Union  is  well  watered,  here  are  fix  con- 
(iderable  rivers,  which,  with  their  numerous  branches,  penin- 
fuJate  the  whole  State,  viz.  The  Delaware,  Schuylkill,  Sufque- 
hannah,  Youghiogeny,  Monongahela,  and  Allegany.  The  bay 
and  river  Delaware  are  na/igable  from  the  fea  up  to  the  great 
or  lower  falls  at  Trenton,  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  miles ;  and 
aie  accommoilated  with  a  light  houfe,  on  cape  Henlopen,  and  with 
buoys  and  piers  for  the  direction  and  fafety  of  fliips.  The  diftance 
of  Philadelphia  from  the  fea  is  about  fixty  miles  acrofs  the  land  in  a 
ibuth-weft  courfe,  to  the  Nevv-Jeifey  coaft,  and  one  hundred  and 
twenty  miles  by  the  fhip  channel  of  the  Delaware.  So  f?  ■  't  is  navi- 
gable for  a  feventy-four  gun  fliip.  Sloops  go  thirty-fivt  r.:i!es  farther, 
to  Trenton  falls.  The  river  is  navigable  for  boats  that  carry  eight  or 
nine  tons,  an  hundred  miles  farther,  and  for  Indian  canoes,  except 
feveral  fmall  falls  or  portages,  one  hundred  and  fifty  mileSi.  At 
Eafton  it  receives  the  Lehigh  from  the  weft,  which  is  navigable  thirty 
jniles.  The  tide  fets  up  as  high  as  Trenton  falls,  and  at  Philadelphia 
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l-iies  generally  about  five  or  fix  feet.    A  north-eaft  and  eaft  wind 
raifes  it  higher. 

Between  cape  Henlopen  and  cape  May  is  the  entrance  into  the  De- 
laware bay.  The  entrance  into  the  river  is  twenty  miles  farther  up, 
at  Bombay  Hook,  where  the  river  is  font  or  five  miles  wide  ,  from 
Bombay  Hook  to  Reedy-Ifiand  is  twenty  miles.  This  illand  is  the 
rendezvous  of  outwarJ-bound  flups  in  autumn  and  fpriiig,  waiting  for 
a  favourable  wind.  The  roune  from  this  to  the  lea  is  S.  S.  E.  fo  that  a 
N.  W.  wind,  which  is  the  prevailing  wind  in  thefe  feafons,  is  fair 
for  veflels  to  put  out  to  lea.  Tiiis  river  is  generally  frozen  one  or 
two  months  in  the  year  at  rhiladelphia,  lo  as  to  prevent  navigation, 
but  veflels  may  at  all  times  make  a  fecure  harbour  at  port  Penn,  aC 
Reedy-lfland,  where  piers  have  been  erefted  by  the  State,  Veflels 
are  generally  from  twelve  to  twenty-tour  hours  in  afcending  this 
beautiful  river  to  Philadelphia  j  and  the  navigation  is  fafe,  and 
in  the  milder  feafons,  efpecially  in  the  fummer,  is  indefcribably 
pleaiant. 

From  Chefter  to  Philadelphia,  twenty  miles  by  water,  and  fifteen 
by  land,  the  channel  of  the  river  is  narrowed  by  iflands  of  marfli, 
which  are  generally  banked  and  turned  into  rich  and  immenfcly  va- 
luable meadows. 

Biilinfport,  twelve  miles  below  Philadelphia,  was  fortified  in  the 
late  war  for  the  defence  of  the  channel.  Oppofite  this  fort,  feveral 
large  frames  of  timber,  headed  with  iron  Ipikes,  called  chevaux  d^ 
frizes,  were  funk  to  prevent  the  Britith  fliips  from  paifing.  Since 
the  peace,  a  curious  machine  has  been  invented  in  Philadelphia  to 
raife  them. 

The  Schuylkill  rifes  north-weft  of  the  Kittatinny  mountains, 
through  which  it  pafles,  into  a  fine  champaign  country,  and  runs, 
from  its  fource,  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  in  a  fouth- 
eaft  direftion,  and  pafling  through  the  limits  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, falls  into  the  Delaware  opi)ofite  Mud-Ifland,  fix  or  feven  miles 
Iclow  the  city.  It  is  navigable  from  above  Reading,  eighty-five  or 
ninety  miles  to  its  mouth.  There  are  four  floating  bridges  thrown 
acrofs  it,  made  of  logs  fattened  together,  and  lying  upon  the  water, 
in  the  vicinity  of  Philadelphia. 

The  north-eaft  btanch  of  the  Sufquehannah  river  rifes  in  lakes  Ot- 
fego  and  Otego,  in  the  State  of  New- York,  and  runs  in  fuch  a  wind- 
ing courfe  as  to  crofs  the  boundary  line  between  New-York  artd 
Pemifylvsnia  three  times.    It  receives  Tyoga  river,  one  of  its  prin- 
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cipai  branches,  in  latitude  41**  57',  three  miles  fouth  of  the  boun« 
daiy  line.  The  Sufquehannah  branch  is  navigable  for  batteaux  to 
its  fource,  whence  to  Mohawk  river  is  but  twenty  miles.  The 
Tyoga  branch  is  navigable  fifty  miles  for  batteaux ;  and  its  fource  ii 
but  a  few  miles  from  the  Chcneflee,  which  empties  into  lake  Ontario, 
l-rom  Tyoga  point,  the  river  proceeds  fouth-eaft  to  Wyoming 
without  any  obftrudlion  by  falls,  and  then  fouth-eaft,  over  Wyo- 
ming falls,  till  at  Sunbury,  in  about  latitude  41^,  it  meets  the  wefl: 
branch  of  Sufquehannah,  which  is  navigable  ninety  miles  from  its 
mouth,  and  fome  of  the  branches  of  it  are  navigable  fifty  miles,  and 
approach  very  near  fome  of  the  boatable  branches  of  the  Allegany 
river.  This  noble  river  is  palfable  to  Middletown,  below  Harris' 
ferrj',  with  boats,  carrying  leveral  hundred  budiels,  and  with  rafts 
of  boards,  &c.  from  the  State  of  New-York,  as  well  as  down  the 
Tyoga,  and  Juniata  branches,  feveral  hundred  miles,  in  their  dif- 
ferent windings,  but  it  is  attended  with  dlfliculty  and  danger  on  ac- 
count of  the  numerous  falls  below  Middletown.  About  fifteen  miles 
above  Harrilburg,  it  receives  the  Juniata  from  the  north-weft,  pro- 
ceeding from  the  Allegany  mountains,  and  flowing  through  a  moun. 
tainous,  broken,  yet  cultivable  country.  This  river  is  navigable 
one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  from  its  mouth. 

The  Swetara,  which  falls  into  the  Sufquehannah  from  the  north- 
eaft,  is  navigable  fifteen  miles.  About  half  a  mile  from  the  mouth 
of  this  river,  and  a  mile  from  Middletown,  is  a  grift  mill,  which 
merits  particular  notice.  It  is  a  very  large  and  handfome  flone  build- 
ing, has  four  pair  of  Hones,  and  is,  perhaps,  in  every  refpeft  one 
of  the  moft  complete  in  the  State.  But  the  moft  remarkable  circum- 
itance  relative  to  it,  is  the  race,  which  is  a  canal  from  twenty  to 
thirty  feet  wide,  and  carried  with  fuch  a  degree  of  boldnefs  to  a 
length  of  four  hundred  and  feventy-fix  rods  or  perches,  through 
rocks  and  hills,  and  every  obftacle  in  its  courfe,  as  cannot  fail  to  ex- 
cite a  very  high  idea  of  the  enterprize  and  perfevering  induflry  of 
Mr.  George  Frey,  the  undertaker  and  owner. 

From  Swetara  to  the  Tulpehoken  branch  of  Schuylkill,  a  canal 
and  lock  navigation  is  undertaken,  and  the  works  commenced,  by 
an  incorporated  company  whofe  capital  is  four  bundled  thoufand 
dollars.  This  leads  through  the  Schuylkill  to  Philadelphia,  When 
this  ftiall  be  effedted,  a  paifage  will  be  open  to  Philadelphia  from  the 
Juniata,  the  Tyoga,  and  the  taft  and  weft  branches  of  the  Sufque- 
hannah,  which  waters  at  leaft   fifteen  millions  of  acrgs.      From 
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thts  junAion,  the  general  courfe  of  the  Sufquehannah  is  about 
fouth-eafl  until  it  falls  into  the  head  of  the  Chefapeak  bay  at  Havre 
de  Grace.  It  is  above  a  mile  wide  at  its  mouth,  and  is  navigable 
for  fea  veflels  but  about  five  milcii,  on  account  of  its  rapids.  The 
banks  of  the  river  are  very  romantic,  particularly  where  it  paflea 
through  the  mountains.  This  paflTage  has  every  appearance  of  having 
been  forced  through  by  the  prelTure  of  the  water^  or  of  having  been 
burftopcn  by  fome  convulfion  in  nature. 

The  feveral  branches  of  the  Youghiogeny  river  rife  on  the  weft 
fide  of  the  Allegany  mountains.  After  running  a  (l)ort  diftance, 
they  unite  and  form  a  large  beautiful  river,  which,  in  pairing  fome 
of  the  moft  welkrn  ridges  of  the  mountain,  precipitates  itfelfovcr  a 
level  ledge  of  rocks,  lying  nearly  at  right  angles  to  the  courfe  of  the 
liver.  Thefe  falls,  called  the  Ohlopyle  falls,  are  about  twenty  feet 
in  perpendicular  height,  and  the  river  is  perhaps  eighty  yards  wide. 
For  a  confiderable  diftance  below  the  falls,  the  water  is  very  rapid, 
and  boils  and  foams  vehemently,  occafioning  a  continual  mill  to  rife 
from  it,  even  at  noon  day,  and  in  fair  weather.  The  river  at  this 
place  runs  to  the  fouth-weft,  but  prefently  winds  round  to  the  north- 
well,  and  continuing  this  courfe  for  thirty  or  forty  miles,  it  lofes  its 
name  by  uniting  with  the  Monongahela,  witich  comes  from  the 
fouthvvard,  and  contains,  perhaps,  twice  as  much  water.  Thefe 
united  flreams,  fhortly  after  their  junction,  mingle  with  the 
waters  of  the  Allegany  and  Pittlburgh,  and  together  form  the  grand 
river  Ohio. 

The  Monongahela  has  been  already  particularly  defcribed,  and 
fome  bbfervations  made  on  the  navigation  of  the  Allegany.  In  ad- 
dition it  may  be  obferved,  that  at  the  jun£tion  of  French  creek,  which 
comes  from  the  north-weft,  with  the  Allegany,  are  the  remains  of  a 
a  firitifli  fortification ;  and  about  a  mile  above  is  Fort  Franklin, 
built  in  1787,  and  then  guarded  by  a  company  of  American  foldiers. 
The  Pennfylvania  north  line  crofl'es  French  creek  about  three  miles 
above  Le  Boeuf,  where  there  was  formerly  a  fort.  From  Le  Boeuf 
to  Prefqueifle,  fifteen  or  fixteen  miles,  is  an  old  waggon  road,  cut 
by  the  French  in  the  war  of  1755.  The  lands  on  Frt.nch  creek 
are  very  rich,  and  moftly  cleared,  which  is  an  evidence  that  its  for- 
mer Indian  inhabitants  were  numerous.  Fourteen  miles  from  the 
mouth  of  this  creek  is  a  gentle  rapid,  thence  to  its  mouth  it  is  ftow, 
deep,  and  Imooth,  w 
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There  is  fai4  to  be  si  praftioable  communication  between  tht 
Irmthcrn  branch  of  the  Tyoga  and  the  branch  of  the  Allegany,  the 
kcftd  waters  of  which  are  but  a  fliort  diftance  from  each  other.  The 
benccn  Indiann  fay  they  can  walli  four  timet  in  a  day,  from  the 
koatalilc  waters  of  Allegany  to  thoj'c  of  the  Tyoga,  nt  the  place  now 
mentioned.  And  between  the  Suiquehaiinah,  juH  before  it  croflfes 
into  Pennfylvania  the  firft  time,  antl  the  Dehiware,  is  a  portage  of 
only  twelve  miles.  Rafts  of  timl^er,  plank,  boarc^,  and  ftaves, 
with  other  articles  upon  them,  cnn  be  brought  down  the  Delaware 
from  the  counties  of  Montgomery  and  Otfego  in  New-York,  two 
hundred  miles  above  tht  city  by  the  courfe  of  the  hvcr.  Some  mo- 
ney was  expended  by  the  government  and  landholders  in  improving 
iIk  navigation  up  towards  the  fumxe,  before  the  revolution,  and 
there  haa  been  a  furvey  fince  made,  for  l!.e  purpofe  of  proceeding  in 
•he  improvement  of  this  and  the  other  principal  rivers  of  Fcnnfylva- 
nia,  and  Sot  making  communications  by  canals  in  the  impioved  part, 
and  by  roads  in  the  unimproved  part  of  the  State.  Gr«at  piogrefs 
lins  already  been  made  in  thefe  improvements,  and  the  exertions  for 
theij;  completion  are  (lill  continued.  The  Pennfylvanians  are  much 
inclined  to  fuch  enterprizcs,  hnving  found  great  benefit  from  them. 
On  the  completion  of  the  preilent  plans,  the  State  will  be  ns  conveni- 
ently inteifefted  by  roads  as  any  other  of  its  fize  in  the  Union, 
which  will  greatly  facilitate  the  feitlement  of  its  new  lands.  A  flight 
"•lew  of  the  map  of  Pcnni'ylvaniu  will  fliew  how  finely  this  State  is 
watered  by  the  Delaware  and  its  branches,  the  Schuylkill,  the  Ju- 
niata, the  Sulquchannah  and  its  branches,  the  Ohio,  the  Allegany, 
Youi^hio^eny,  and  iNIonotigahela.  The  Potomiik  and  lake  Erie  alfo 
afford  pn;fpc£ts  of  confiderable  benefit  from  thsir  navigation.  Na- 
Ittre  has  done  much  for  Pennfylvania  in  regard  to  inland  water  car- 
riage, whi'h  is  llrikingly  exemplified  by  this  faft,  that  although  Phila- 
«lcl|)hiaand  lake  trie  are  diilant  from  each  othvrr  nbove  three  hundred 
ftiiles,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  rivers  of  .the  State  may  be  fo  im- 
proved, as  to  reduce  the  land  carriage  between  them  nine  tenths.  In 
the  iame  wpy  the  navigacion  to  Pittlbing,  after  due  improvement, 
may  be  ufod  inftetd  of  land  carriage  for  the  who'e  diilanje,  except 
twenty-three  m  'es.  By  thefe  routs  it  is  clear,  that  a  large  proportion 
©f  the  forv^ign  artichs  ufcd  en  the  weftern  waters  muft  be  tranfported, 
find  their  furs,  Ikins,  ginfeng,  hemp,  flax,  pot  afli,  and  other  a- 
|uable  commodities,  brought  to  Philadelphia.  The  hemp  and  oak 
timber  for  the  KulTian  navy  is  tranfj.ori^d  by  inland  navigation  one 
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thoufiind  two  hMndred  miles,  and  yet  hemp  it  flilpped  from  that 
kingdom  on  i'  vircr  tcrmi  tlian  from  any  other  part  of  the  known 
world.  Rulfia,  long  (ince  the  fcttlemcnt  of  Ponnfylvania  by  civihfod 
and  enlightened  people,  was  in  a  fiate  of  abfulute  barbnrifm,  anvl 
Oeftituteof  thefeim[>rovement8 :  much,  therefore,  is  to  be  expend 
from  the  continued  exertions  of  the  pnulent,  indudrious,  and  f'en- 
fiblc  inlubit:uits  of  Pcnnfylvaaia,  in  tlie  courfe  of  the  prcient 
century. 

One  remark  miift  not  be  omitted  here,  and  that  is,  that  in  all  the 
back  country  waters  of  this  State,  even  in  thofe  high  up  in  the 
mountains,  marine  petrifai^lons  arc  found  in  great  abundance. 

The  only  fwamps  worth  noticing  are,  the  Great  Swamp,  between 
Northampton  and  Luserne  counties,  and  BufTaloe  Swamp  in  the  State 
of  New- York,  fume  diftance  north  of  the  Pennfylvania  line.  Thefe 
fwamps,  on  examination  and  furvey,  are  found  to  be  bodies  of  farm 
land,  thickly  covered  with  beach  and  fugar  maple. 

A  confiderable  proportion  of  this  State  may  be  called  mountain* 
oils ;  particularly  the  counties  of  Bedford,  Huntingdon,  Cumber- 
land, part  of  Franklin,  Dauphin,  and  part  of  Bucks  and  Northamp- 
ton, through  which  pafs,  under  various  names,  the  numerous  ridges 
and  fpurs,  which  colleAively  form  what  we  chufe  to  call,  for  the 
fake  of  clearnefs.  The  Great  Range  of  Altegaity  Mountains*  Tlic 
principal  ridges  in  this  range,  in  Pennfylvania,  are  the  Kittatinny, 
or  Blue  mountains,  which  pafs  north  of  Nazareth  in  Northampton 
county,  and  purlue  a  fouth-weft  courfe  acrofs  the  Lehigh,  through 
Dauphin  county,  juft  above  Harrifburg,  thence  on  the  weft  fide  of 
the  Suiquehannnh  through  Cumberland  and  Franklin  counties.  Back 
of  thefe,  and  nearly  parallel  with  them,  are  Peter's,  Tufcarra,  and 
Nefcopek  mountains,  on  the  caft  of  the  Sufquehannah ;  and  on  the 
weft,  Sharcman's  hills.  Sideling  hills,  Ragged,  Great  Warriors, 
Evit's  and  Will's  mountains ;  then  the  great  Allegany  ridge,  which 
being  the  largeft,  gives  its  name  to  the  whole  range ;  weft  of  this  are 
the  Chefnut  ridges.  Between  the  Juniata  and  the  weft  branch  of  the 
Sufquehannah  are  Jack's,  Tufly's,  Nittiny,  and  Bald  Eagle  mouu- 
tains.  The  vales  between  thefe  mountains  are  generally  of  a  rich, 
black  foil,  fuited  to  the  various  kinds  of  grain  and  grafs.  Some  of 
the  mountains  will  admit  of  cultivation  almoft  to  their  tops.  The 
other  parts  of  the  State  arc  generally  level,  or  agreeably  variegated 
with  hills  and  vallies. 
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In  this  connexion,  wc  beg  leave  to  introduce  the  remarks  ofMtt 
Charles  Thompfon,  the  late  fecrerary  of  Congrefs,  which  were  fug- 
geiled  on  his  reading  Mr.  Jefferfdn's  defcription  of  the  paflage  of  the 
Fotomak  through  the  Blue  ridge.  "  The  relleftions  1  was  led  into 
on  viewing  this  paH'age  oF  the  Potomak  through  the  Blue  ridge  were, 
that  this  country  niuft  have  fuffered  fome  violent  convuldon,  and 
that  the  face  of  it  muft  have  been  changed  from  what  it  probably 
was  fome  centuries  ago  ;  that  the  broken  and  ragged  faces  of  the 
mountain  on  each  fide  the  rivi  r ;  the  tremendous  rocks,  which 
are  left  with  one  end  fixed  in  the  precipice,  and  the  other  jutting  out 
and  feemingly  ready  to  fall  for  want  of  fupport ;  the  bed  of  the; 
river  for  feveral  miles  below  obflrufted,  and  filled  with  the  loofe 
ilones  carried  from  this  mound ;  in  (hort,  every  thing  on  which  you 
caft  your  eye  evidently  demonftrates  a  difrupture  and  breach  in  the 
mountain,  and  that,  before  this  happened,  what  is  now  a  fruitful 
vale,  was  formerly  a  great  lake  or  colleAion  of  water,  which  pof- 
fibly  might  have  here  formed  a  mighty  cafcade,  or  had  its  vent  to  the 
ocean  by  the  Sufquehannah,  where  the  Blue  ridge  feems  to  terminate. 
Befides  this,  there  are  other  parts  of  this  country  which  bear  evident 
traces  of  a  like  convulfion.  From  the  beft  accounts  I  have  been  able 
to  obtain,  the  place  where  the  Delaware  now  flows  through  the  Kit- 
tatinny  mountain,  which  is  a  continuation  of  what  is  called  the  North 
ridge,  or  mountain,  was  not  its  original  courfe,  but  that  it  paiTed 
through  what  is  now  called  *  the  Wind-gap,'  a  place  feveral  miles  to 
the  weftward,  and  above  an  hundred  feet  higher  than  the  prcfent 
bed  of  the  river.  This  wifd-gap  is  about  a  mile  broad,  and  the 
ftones  in  it  fuch  as  feem  to  have  been  waflied  for  ages  by  water  run- 
ning over  them.  Should  this  have  been  the  cafe,  there  muft  have 
been  a  large  lake  behind  that  mountain,  and  by  fome  uncommon, 
fvvell  in  the  waters,  or  by  I'ome  convulfion  of  nature,  the  river  muft 
have  opened  its  way  through  a  different  part  of  the  mountain,  and 
meeting  there  with  lei's  obftrudion,  carried  away  with  the  oppofing 
mounds  of  earth,  and  deluged  the  country  below  with  the  immenfe 
collettion  of  waters,  to  which  this  new  paflage  gave  vent.  There 
are  ftill  remaining,  and  daily  dilcovercd,  innumerable  inftances  of 
fuch  a  deluge  oa  both  fidea  of  the  river,  after  it  pafled  the  hills  above 
the  fall  of  Trenton,  and  reached  the  champaign.  On  the  New- 
Jerfey  fide,  which  is  flatter  than  the  Pennfylvania  fide,  all  the  coun< 
try  below  Ciofwick  hills  feems  to  have  bjen  overflowed  to  the  dif- 
•.,  •      tance 
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tnnce  of  from  ten  to  fifteen  miles  back  from  the  river,  and  to  have 
acquired  a  new  foil  by  the  earth  and  clay  brought  down  and  mixed 
with  the  native  fand.  The  fpot  on  which  Philadelphia  ftands  evi- 
dently appears  to  be  made  ground.  The  different  ftrata  through 
which  they  pafs  in  digging  to  water,  the  acorns,  leaves,  and  fome- 
timci  branches,  which  are  found  above  twenty  feet  below  the  fur- 
face,  all  feem  to  demonftrate  this.  I  am  informed,  that  at  York- 
town,  in  Virginia,  in  the  bank  of  York  river,  there  are  diflferent 
flrata  of  fliells  and  earth  one  above  another,  which  feem  to  point  out 
thnt  the  country  there  has  undergone  feveral  changes;  that  the  fea 
for  a  fncceflion  of  ages,  occupied  the  place  where  dry  land  now 
appears ;  and  that  the  ground  has  been  fuddenly  raifed  at  various 
periods.  What  a  change  would  it  make  in  the  country  below,  flioiild 
the  mountain?  at  Niagara,  by  any  accident,  be  cleft  afunder,  and  a 
p  trtltge  fuddenly  opened  to  drain  off  the  waters  of  Erie  and  the  Up- 
per lakes !  While  niminating  on  thefe  fubjefts,  I  have  often  been 
hiU'ried  away  by  fancy,  and  led  to  imagine,  that  what  is  now  the  bay 
of  Mcxtc«>,  was  once  a  champaign  country ;  and  that  from  the  point 
or  enpe  of  Florida,  there  was  a  continued  range  of  mountains  through 
Cnbii,  Hifpaniola,  Porto  Rico,  Martinique,  Guadaloupe,  Barbadoes, 
niul  Trinidad,  till  it  reached  the  coaft  of  America,  and  formed  the 
fltoret  which  boimded  the  ocean,  and  guarded  the  countiy  behind  ; 
that,  by  fome  convnlfion  or  fliock  of  nature,  the  fea  had  brokea 
through  thefe  mounds,  and  deluged  that  vaft  plain,  till  it  reached 
the  foot  of  the  Andes;  that  being  there  heaped  up  by  the  trade  winds, 
ftlways  blowing  from  one  quarter,  it  had  found  its  way  back,  as  it 
continues  to  do,  through  the  gnlph  between  Florida  and  Cuba,  car. 
rying  with  it  the  loom  and  fand  ii  may  have  fcooped  from  the  coun- 
try it  had  occupied,  part  of  wh'ch  it  may  have  depofited  on  the 
fliorei  of  North-America,  and  which  part  formed  the  banks  of  New 
foiindlantl.— But  thefe  are  only  the  vifions  of  fancy."*       ' 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Reading  is  a  fpring  about  fourteen  feet 
deep,  tmd  about  an  hundred  feet  fquarc ;  a  full  mill  ftream  iffued 
from  it  J  the  waters  are  clear  and  full  of  fifli  of  different  kinds. 
From  appearances,  it  is  probable  that  this  fpring  is  the  outlet  of  a 
very  eonfiderable  river,  which  a  mile  and  an  half  or  two  miles  above 
thi«  place,  finks  into  the  earth,  and  is  apparently  conveyed  to  thii 
outiet,  in  a  fubterraneoui  channel. 


.ss^ 


♦  JtfTcrfon'*  Hiftory  of  Virginia,  Appendix,  N».  II. 
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In  the  northern  parts  of  Pennfylvania  there  is  a  creek  called  Oil 
Creek,  which  empties  into  the  Allegany  river ;  it  iffues  from  a  fpringi 
On  the  top  of  which  floats  an  oil,  fimilar  to  that  called  Barbadoes  tar, 
and  from  which  one  man  may  gather  fevcral  gallons  in  a  day.  The 
troops  fent  to  guard  the  weftern  polls  halted  at  this  fpring,  collefted 
fome  of  the  oil,  and  bathed  their  joints  with  it.  This  gave  them 
great  relief  from  the  rheumatic  complaints  with  which  they  were  af- 
fected ;  the  waters,  of  which  the  troops  drank  freely,  operated  as  a 
gentle  cathartic.  ' 

There  are  three  remarkable  grottos,  or  caves,  in  this  State ;  one 
near  Carlifle,  in  Cumberland  county ;  one  in  the  townfliip  of  Durham, 
m  Bucks  county  ;  and  the  other  at  Swetara,  in  Lancafter  county ;  the 
latter  is  on  the  eaft  bank  of  Swetara  river,  about  two  miles  above  it* 
confluence  with  the  Sufquehannah.  Its  aperture  is  under  a  pretty 
high  bank,  and  from  fifteen  to  twenty  feet  wide,  and  from  feven  to 
ten  in  height.  You  enter,  by  a  gradual  defcent,  fo  low,  as  that  the 
furface  of  the  river  is  rather  higher  than  the  bottom  of  the  cave, 
and  in  your  progrefs  pafs  through  a  number  of  palTages  and  apart- 
ments of  various  dimeniions,  fome  low  and  narrow,  others  very 
high  and  fpacious,  vaulted  by  magnificent  canopies,  fretted  with  a 
variety  of  depending  petrifaftions,  fome  of  which  are  drawn  to  a 
great  length,  by  means  of  the  conftant  exudation  and  accretion  of 
petrifying  matter,  till  folid  pillars  have  been  gradually  formed.  Thefe 
appear  as  fupports  to  the  roof,  which  is  of  folid  lime  flone,  perhaps 
twenty  feet  thick.  Thirty  years  ago  there  were  ten  fuch  pillars, 
each  fix  inches  in  diameter,  and  fix  feet  high,  all  fo  ranged,  that 
the  place  they  enclofed  refembled  a  fanftuary  in  a  Roman  church  j. 
no  royal  throne  ever  exhibited  more  grandeur  than  this  lufus  natura. 
The  releniblances  of  feveral  monuments  are  found  indented  in  the 
walls  on  the  fides  of  the  cave,  which  appear  like  the  tombs  of  de- 
parted heroes.  Sulpended  from  the  roof  is  *  the  bell,'  which  is 
nothing  more  than  a  flone  proje£led  in  an  unufual  form,  fo  called 
from  the  found  it  occafions  when  firuck,  which  is  iimilar  to  that  of 
a  bell. 

Some  of  the  (lala£lites  are  of  a  colour  like  fugar-candy,  and  others 
rcfemble  loaf-fugar  ;  but  their  beauty  is  much  defaced  by  the  fmoke 
of  the  torches  which  are  frequently  employed  in  conduding  the  cu- 
rious traveller  through  this  gloomy  recefs.  The  water,  which  is 
©xudated  through  the  roof,  runs  down  the  declivity,  and  is  both 
pleafant  and  wholefome  to  drink.    There  are  feveral  holes  in  the 
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bottom  of  the  cave  defcending  perpendicularly,  perhaps  into  an 
abyfs  below,  which  renders  it  dangerous  to  walk  without  a  light. 
At  the  end  of  the  cave  is  a  pretty  brook,  which,  after  a  fhort  conrfe, 
lofes  itfelf  among  the  rocks.  Beyond  this  brook  is  an  outlet  from 
the  cave  by  a  very  narrow  aperture.  Through  this  the  vai)nurs  con- 
/  tinually  pafs  outwards  with  a  ftrong  current  of  air  and  afcend,  re- 
fembling  at  night  the  fmoke  of  a  furnace.  Part  of  tiiefc  vapours 
and  fogs  appear,  on  afcending,  to  be  condenfed  at  the  head  of  this 
great  alemfcic,  and  the  more  volatile  part'  to  be  carried  off  through 
the  aperture  communicating  with  the  exterior  air  before-mentioned, 
by  the  force  of  the  air  in  hs  paflage. 

On  a  high  hill,  near  the  Tyoga  river,  a  little  to  the  fouthward 
of  the  line  which  divides  New-York  from  Pennfylvania,  arc 
the  remains  of  an  ancient  fortification.  The  form  of  it  is  cir- 
cular, and  it  is  encompafled  with  an  entrenchment ;  the  entrench- 
ment only  remains.  The  Indians  are  entirely  ignoiant  of  the  origin 
of  thefe  works.  The  hill  is  an  excellent  fituation  for  a  fort,  and 
commands  a  delightful  view  of  the  country  around  it,  which  is  low 
and  fertile.  There  is  a  fortification  of  a  fimilar  kind  at  Unadilla,  in 
the  flat  lands,  and  they  are  numerous  in  the  weftern  counties. 

SOIL,  PRODUCTIONS,  TRADE,  MANUFACTURES,  &c. 

Theloil  of  Pennfylvania  is  of  various  kinds;  in  fome  parts  it  is  barren: 
a  great  proportion  of  the  State  is,  however,  good  land,  and  no  incon- 
fiderable  part  is  very  good  :  perhaps  the  proportion  of  the  firfl  rate 
land  is  not  greater  in  any  of  the  United  States.  The  richefi  part 
of  the  State  that  is  fettled  is  Lancafter  county,  and  the  valley  through 
Cumberland,  York,  and  Franklin.  The  richeft  that  is  unfettled,  ia 
between  Allep;any  river  and  lake  Erie,  in  the  north-weft  corner  of  the 
State,  and  in  the  country  on  the  heads  of  the  eaftem  branches  of  the 
Allegany.  Of  this  fine  traft,  near  one  hundred  thoufand  acres,  lying 
on,  and  near  French  Creek,  are  for  fale  by  the  State.  The  conve- 
nient communications  through  this  creek  into  the  Allegany,  and 
from  the  Allegany  through  various  creeks  and  rivers  to  the  Suf<|ue- 
hannah  and  Potomak,  have  already  been  mentioned. 

The  fouth  fide  of  Pennfylvania  is  the  beft  fettled  land  throughout, 
owing  entirely  to  the  circumftance  of  the  weftern  road  having  been 
run  by  the  armies,  prior  to  1762,  through  the  towns  of  Lancafter, 
Carlifle,  and  Bedford,  and  thence  to  Pittfl)urgh.  For  the  purpofe  of 
turning  the  tide  of  fettlers  from  this  old  channel  into  the  unfettled 
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parts  of  the  State,  the  government  and  landed  intcreft  of  Pennfyl- 
vania  have  been,  and  are  ftill  bufy  in  cutting  convenient  roadi. 
During  the  fummer  of  1788  they  run  a  road  north,  fiom  a  former 
road  beyond  Bethlehem,  to  the  north  portage  between  the  Delaware  and 
Sufquehannah ;  and  thence  north  eighty  degrees  weft  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Tyoga,  the  firft  is  feventy  miles,  and  the  laft  above  fixty.  It  ig 
«ow  in  contemplation  to  cut  a  road  from  Sunbury,  at  the  forks  of 
the  eaft  and  weft  branches  of  the  Sufquehannah  ;  weft  one  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  to  the  mouth  of  Toby's  creek,  which  empties  into  the 
Allegany  river  from  the  eaft.  This  road  will  be  through  a  traft  of 
rich  land,  now  for  fa!e  by  the  State.  A  road  is  alfo  cut  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Tyoga,  fouthward,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Loyal,  a  branch 
of  the  weft  branch  of  the  Sufquehannah.  Another  road  is  cut  from 
Huntingdon  town,  on  Franks'  town  branch  of  the  Juniata,  weftward 
thirty  miles  to  Conemagh,  a  navigable  branch  of  the  Allegany. 

Thus  the  well-judged  policy  of  this  State  is  paving  the  way  for 
the  fettlement  of  all  their  wafte  lands ;  and  to  evidence  their  bene- 
volence, and  their  wifties  to  have  the  advantages  of  education  in- 
crcafcd  and  moreextenfively  enjoyed,  they  have  allotted  fixty  thoufand 
acres  of  thefe  wafte  lands  for  the  ufe  of  public  fchools ;  and  above 
fixty  thoufand  more  have  been  granted  for  that  purpofe,  and  to  the 
Societies  eftabliflied  for  the  promotion  of  knowledge,  the  arts,  re- 
ligion, &c.  A  confiderable  part  of  the  lands  of  this  State  remain  at 
prefent  for  fale  by  the  public.  The  Pennfylvanians  having  no  dif- 
putes  with  the  Indians  about  boundaries,  and  all  the  lands  within 
the  State  being  purchafed  at  a  fair  and  open  treaty,  and  there  being 
fome  fettlements  weftward  of  the  Pennfylvania  line,  there  is  little 
apprehcnfton  of  the  Indians  any  where,  and  in  moft  parts  of  the 
State  no  danger  at  all. 

Among  the  natural  advantages  of  Pennfylvania,  her  almoft  in- 
numerable mill  feats  ought  not  to  be  omitted ;  they  are  conveniently 
diftributed  by  Providence  throughout  the  State,  and  afford  the 
ineans  of  eftabliftiing,  every  fpecies  of  mill  work  and  labour-faving 
machines,  to  meet  the  produce  and  raw  materials  almoft  at  the  far- 
mers doors.  In  the  prefent  fituation  of  this  country,  wanting  hands 
for  farming,  and  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  manufaftures,  when  inge- 
nious mechanifm  is  every  day  and  every  where  invented  to  leften  the 
neceflity  for  manual  labour,  this  natural  advantage  muft  appear  of 
ineftimable  importance.  Hemp  and  flax,  are  among  the  moft  profitable 
produ6lions  of  the  rich  midland  and  new  couuties,  th«  cream  of  which 
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la  yet  to  be  Iklmmcd.  It  ii  thcrctbre  a  mod  pleafing  faft,  that  the/ 
have  In  thli  State  the  full-fized  and  complete  movements  or  works  of 
■  water  mill  and  machinery,  to  lliver,  rove  and  fpin  fldx  and  hemp 
into  thrtadi  or  yarni),  ilt  lor  linen  of  thirty  cuts  to  the  pound,  or 
any  cottrfer  kind,  Hieetingi,  towelling,  fail  cloth,  ofnaburghs,  twine, 
and  the  ftians  or  yorni  for  cordage.  The  fame  machinery  is  calcu- 
lated tor  the  roving  or  preparing,  and  fpinning  of  combed  wool 
into  worfted  yarn.  They  have  aiio  the  movements  and  complete 
machinery  of  Sir  Ricliard  Arkwright's  water  mill  for  fpinning  yarns  of 
cotton.  And  though  the  climate  of  this  State  is  not  tit  for  cultivating 
that  raw  material,  yet  cotton  can  be  raifed  with  profit  in  every  State 
in  the  Uidon  Ibuthward  of  I'ennfylvania,  and  imported  from  the  £aft 
and  We(t  tndiei. 

It  Ik  certain,  that  thii  extraordinary  capacity  of  the  country  for 
mechanictd  worki  has  either  called  forth,  in  an  unufual  degree,  the 
mechanidd  poweri  of  the  hutnan  mind,  or  that  Providence  has  be- 
ftowed  upon  the  people  of  this  and  the  fider  States  an  uncommon 
portion  of  thii  talent,  which  its  nature  and  fituation  require.  Kit- 
'rRNi40U8U  and  Franklin  ftand  unrivalled  in  mechanical  philofo- 
phy  t  and  thi^fe  who  know  the  country  are  well  informed,  that  to  thefe 
two  great  namei  we  could  add  a  confulerable  lift  of  philolophical  and 
prai^ical  mechanici,  in  a  vnriety  of  branches. 

So  many  of  the  necelfary  and  convenient  arts  and  trades  depend 
upon  the  plenty  and  I'hcapnefs  of  fuel,  that  it  appears  proper  to  take 
notice  of  thii  article*  Till  the  revolution,  the  dependence  of  the 
people  wai  atmoft  entirely  upon  wood  i'uel,  of  which,  in  the  moft 
poptdoui  placet,  there  ii  ftill  a  great  abundance,  and  in  all  mterior 
fituationi  immenfe  quantltiei ;  but  the  increafe  of  manufadures  has 
occaftoned  the  Inhabitantii  to  turn  their  attention  to  coal:  of  this  ufefiil 
foffil,  Providence  hai  given  them  very  great  quantities  in  the  middle 
and  weftern  country.  In  the  vicinity  of  Wyoming,  on  the  Sufque- 
hannab,  U  one  bed  of  the  open  binning  kind,  and  of  the  moft  in- 
tenfe  heat.  On  the  head  wateri  of  Schuylkill  and  Lehigh  are  fome 
confiderable  bodiei.  At  the  head  of  the  wellern  branch  of  ufque- 
hannah  ii  a  moft  extenfive  body,  which  ftretches  over  the  country 
fouth-weftwardly,  h  as  to  be  found  in  the  grcateft  plenty  at 
Pitt  (burgh,  where  the  Allegany  and  Youghiogeny  unite,  and 
fornt  the  head  of  the  Ohio.  All  the  coal  has  hitherto  been 
•ccldcntalty  found  cm  the  furface  of  the  earth,  or  dilcovered 
in  the  digging  of  common  cellara,  fo  that  when  the  wood  fuel 
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Ihall  become  fcarce,  and  the  European  methods  of  boring  fhall 
be  ftilfully  purfiacd,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  its  being  found  in 
many  other  places.  At  prefent,  the  ballafting  of  fljips  from  coal 
countries  abroad,  and  the  coal  mines  in  Virginia,  which  lie  conve- 
nient to  (hip  navigation,  occafion  a  good  deal  of  coal  to  be  brought 
to  the  Philadelphia  market.  From  this  great  abundance  and  variety 
of  fuel  itrefuUs,  that  Pennfylvania,  and  the  United  States  in  general, 
are  well  fiiited  to  all  manufactories  that  are  eiFe*fted  by  fire,  fuch  at 
fiunaces,  foundaries,  forges,  glals-houfes,  breweries,  diftilleries,  fteel 
works,  fmith  fliops,  and  all  other  manufaftories  in  metal,  foap 
boilings,  pot  afli  works,  fugar  and  other  refineries,  &c.  &c. 

Ship  building  is  a  bufinefs  in  which  the  port  of  Philadelphia  ex- 
ceeds moft  parts  of  the  world.  Mafts,  fpars,  timber,  and  plank,  not 
only  from  their  own  State  and  the  other  States  on  the  Delaware,  are 
conftantly  tor  fale  in  their  market ;  but  the  mulberry  of  the  Chefa- 
peak,  and  the  evergreen  or  live  oak  and  red  cedar  of  the  Carolinas 
and  Georgia,  are  fo  abundantly  imported,  that  nine-tenths  of  their 
Tcflcls  are  built  of  them.  No  veffels  are  better  than  thcfe.  A  live 
©ak  and  cedar  fliip  of  two  hundred  tons,  carpenter's  meafurement, 
can  be  fitted  to  take  in  a  cargo  for  fourteen  pounds  currency  per  ton ; 
and  there  is  not  a  port  in  Europe  in  which  an  oak  fliip  can  be 
eqiralty  well  built  and  fitted  for  twenty  pounds  per  ton  currency,  or 
twelve  pounds  ftcrling.  This  fa6t  may  appear  doubtful  or  extraordi- 
nary,, but  it  is  certainly  true ;  and  it  is  greatly  in  fevour  of  the  (hip 
carpenters  and  other  tradefmen  employed  in  fitting  and  building  (hips, 
as  well  as  merchants  and  farmers,  whofe  interefts  are  fo  mtich  con« 
nefted  with  navigation.      '    •         -  • 

The  diftance  of  Philadelphia  from  the  fea  has  been  made  an  ob- 
Jefliion  by  fome,  and  the  clofing  of  the  river  by  the  ice,  which  hap- 
pens almoft  every  winter.  Amfterdam,  the  greateft  port  in  Europe, 
h  inaccefiible  in  winter.  But  it  is  a  fa£V,  that,  notwithftanding  thefe 
objeftions,  their  velfels  make  as  many  Well-India  voyages  as  thofe 
of  the  two  other  principal  fea  ports  of  the  Middle  States ;  and  though 
the  river  is  frozen  from  three  to  nine  weeks  almofl:  every  winter,  yet 
there  are  occafional  openings,  which  give  opportunities  for  fleets  of 
merchantmen  to  go  out  and  come  in.  The  fine  corn  and  provifion 
coimtry  which  lies  near  Philadelphia,  enables  the  merchants  to  load 
their  vefTels  in  the  winter,  and  the  market  is  regularly  fupplied  with 
flour,  pork,  beef^  lumber,  (iavcs,  iron,  and  many  other  of  their  prin- 
cipal 
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cipal  articles  of  exportation.  Little  time  is  therefore  loft,  and  their 
trade  increafes.  The  crop  of  1789,  and  the  other  exports  from  the 
harveft  of  that  year  to  that  of  1790,  it  was  fuppofed,  would  load  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  tons  of  fliipping.  A  very  extenfiva 
back  country,  and  many  large  bodies  of  new  lands,  are  fettling  £ift, 
which  muft  feud  their  produce  to  the  Philadelphia  market. 

The  produce,  manufaftures,  and  exports  of  Pennfylvania  are 
very  many  and  various;  viz.  wheat,  flour,  middlings,  fliip  fluff,  bran, 
fliorts,  fliip  bread,  white  water  bifcuit,  rye,  rye  flour,  rteel,  Indiaa 
corn  or  mage,  Indian  meal,  buck-wheat,  buck-wheat  meal,  bar 
snd  pig  iron,  nail  rods,  nails,  iron  hoops,  rolled  iron,  tire,  gun- 
powder, cannon  ball,  iron  cannon,  mufquets,  fliips,  boats,  oars, 
handfpikes,  mads,  fpars,  fliip  timber,  fliip  blocks,  cordage,  fquam 
timber,  fcaotling,  plank,  boards,  flaves,  heading,  fiiingles,  woodea 
hoops,  tanners  bark,  corn  fans,  coopers  wares,  bricks,  coarfe 
earthen .  or  potters  ware,  a  very  little  ordinary  flone  ware,  glue, 
parchment,  fliocs,  boots,  fole  leather,  upper  leather,  dreflTed 
deer  and  flieep  ikins,  and  gloves  and  garments  of  the  fame,  fine 
hats,  many  common,  and  a  few  coarfe;  thread,  cotton,  worfled 
and  yarn  hoflery,  fine  writing,  wrapping,  blotting,  flieathing, 
and  hanging  paper,  flationary,  playing  cards,  copper,  filver  and 
gold,  clocks  and  watches,  mufical  infl:runients,  fnuff,  manufadured 
tobacco,  chocolate,  muflard  feed  and  muftard,  flarch,  hair  powder, 
flax  feed,  flax  feed  oil,  flax,  hemp,  wool,  and  cotton  cards,  pickled 
beef,  pork,  fliad,  herrings,  tongues  and  flurgeon,  hams  and  other 
bacon,  tallow,  hogs  lard,  butter,  cheefe,  candles,  foap,  bees-wax, 
loaf  fugar,  pot  and  pearl  afh,  rum  and  other  fl:rong  liquors,  beer, 
porter,  hops,  winter  and  fummer  barley,  oats,  fpelts,  onions,  pota- 
toes,  turnips,  cabbages,  carrots,  parfnips,  red  and  white  clover,  ti- 
mothy, and  moll  European  vegetables  and  grafles,  apples,  peaches, 
plums,  pears,  apricots,  grapes,  both  native  and  imported,  and  other 
European  f:uits,  working  and  pleafurable  carriages,  horfes,  black 
cattle,  fheep,  hogs,  wood  for  cabinet-makers,  lime-flone,  coal,  free- 
ftone,  and  marble. 

Some  of  thefe  produftions  are  fine,  feme  indifferent;  fomc  of  the 
manufactures  are  confiderable,  for  a  young  country,  circumftanced  as 
thiis  has  been,  fome  inconfiderable  ;  but  they  are  enumerated  to  fliow 
the  general  nature  of  the  State,  and  the  various  purfuits  of  the  inha- 
bitants. In  addition  to  them  we  may  mention,  that  a  lead  mine  and 
two  or  three  fait  fprings  have  been  difcovered  in  the  new  country, 
which  will  no  doubt  be  worked,  as  fooa  as  the  demand  for  thefe  ar- 
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tides  to  the  wcftward  increafes.  We  ought  alfo  to  notice  the  great 
forcds  for  making  pot  and  pearl  afli.  Marble  is  found  in  many  parti 
of  the  State. 

The  mainifadiires  of  Pcnnfylvania  have  increafed  exceedingly 
within  a  few  years,  as  well  by  mafter  workmen  and  journeymen  from 
Europe,  as  by  the  increalcd  (kill  and  indiiftry  of  their  own  citizens. 
Houfehold  or  family  manufaftures  have  greatly  advanced,  and  va- 
Juable  acquifitions  have  been  made  of  implements  ;md  machinery  to 
fave  la'jour,  either  imported,  or  invented  in  the  Tnited  Stites.  The 
hand  machines  for  carding  and  fpinning  cotton  have  been  introduced 
by  Europeans,  and  improved  upon;  and  they  have  lately  obtained 
the  water  mill  for  fpinning  cotton,  and  a  water  mill  for  flax,  which 
is  applicable  alio  to  fpinning  hemp  and  wool.  Thefc  machines  pro- 
mife  an  early  cAabliQimeni  of  the  cotton,  linen,  and  hempen 
branches,  and  muft  be  of  very  great  fervice  in  the  woollen  branch. 
Additional  employment  for  weavers,  dyers,  bleachers,  and  other 
iranufaAuters,  muft  be  the  confequencc.  Paper  mills,  gunpowder 
mills,  fteel  works,  rolling  and  flitting  mills,  printing  figured  goods 
of  paper,  linen,  and  cotton,  coach  making,  book  printing,  and  fe- 
veral  other  branches,  are  wonderfully  advanced,  and  every  month 
feems  to  extend  the  old  manufaftures,  or  to  introduce  new  ones. 
There  are  upwards  of  filty  paper  mills  in  Pcnnfylvania  which  work 
materials  of  no  intrinfic  value.  The  manufaftures  from  the  mills  are 
computed  at  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  dollars.  The  hands  em- 
ployed in  them  do  not  exceed  three  hundred.  It  is  calculated  that 
their  paper  mills  alone  indemnify  them  for  five-eighths  of  their  quota 
of  the  expcnfes  of  the  general  government,  and  the  interefi  of  the 
pnhjic  debt. 

The  advancement  of  the  agriculture  of  Pcnnfylvania  is  the  beft 
proof  that  can  be  given  of  the  comfort  and  happinefs  it  affords  to  its 
farming,  manufacturing,  and  trading  citizens.  In  the  year  1786,  their 
exports  of  flour  were  one  hundred  and  lilty  thoufand  barrels,  exclu- 
five  of  many  other  articles  ;  in  1787,  they  were  two  hundred 
two  thoufand  barrels  ;  in  1788,  they  were  two  hundred  and  twenty 
thoufand  barrels;  a;id  in  1789,  they  were  three  hundred  and 
fixty-nine  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  eighteen  barrels,  which 
exceeds  any  export  ever  made  in  the  times  of  the  province 
iir  in  the  times  of  the  coiTimonvvealth.  Since  that  period  they 
htive  increafed  in  a  like  proportion.  The  produce  of  flax  is  in- 
irealifd  in  a  much  greater  degree,  and  that  of  wool  is  confiderably 
more  than  it  was  before  the  revolution.  A  new  article  is  likely  to 
be  added  to  the  lifl:  of  their  produftions,  which  is  fugar,  mfide  of 
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H:Itc  maple-tree.  It  has  been  proved  by  many  fair  and  careful  experi- 
ments, that  it  is  in  the  power  of  a  fubftantial  farmer  that  has  a  fa- 
mily about  him,  cafily  to  make  twelve  hundred  weight  of  this  fiigar 
every  I'eafon,  without  hiring  any  additional  hands,  or  any  utenfilbbut 
thofe  that  are  neceflary  for  his  family  and  farm  ufe.  The  time  in 
which  it  can  be  made  is  from  the  middle  of  February  to  the  end  of 
March,  when  farmers  in  this  country  have  very  little  to  do,  as  it  is 
too  early  to  plough  or  dig.  The  price  of  fiigar  being  lower  here  than 
in  Europe,  this  article  may  be  reckoned  at  one  hundred  Mexican, 
dollars  per  annum  to  every  careful  and  flcilful  farmer,  that  owns  land 
bearing  the  fugar  maple.  Of  thefe  there  are  feme  millions  of  acres  in 
Pennfylvania  and  the  adjacent  State?,  and  at  lead  one  or  two  millions 
belonging  to  this  State  for  fale.  It  feems  alfo  highly  probable  that 
"this  valuable  tree  may  be  trafifplanteci,  and  thus  be  obtained  by  al- 
•moft  any  farmer  in  the  State,  and  that  men  of  property,  who  will 
purchafe  kettles  and  hire  hands  for  the  above  fliort  period,  may  make 
large  quantities. 

No  difficulty  lies  in  the  way  of  any  perfon  who  defires  to  become  a 
free  and  equal  citizen  of  this  State.  On  the  day  of  his  landing  he  may 
buy  a  farm,  a  hoiife,  merchandize,  or  raw  materials  ;  he  may  open 
a  work-fliop,  a  counting-houfe,  an  office,  or  any  other  place  of  law- 
ful bufinefs,  and  purftie_  his  calling  without  any  hindrance,  or  the 
payment  of  any  fiim  of  money  to  the  public.  The  right  of  deal- 
ing, and  being  eleded,  which  does  not  afFeft  his  bufinefs  or  his 
fafety,  is  not  granted  till  the  expiration  of  two  years,  which  pru- 
dence requires. 

A  privilege,  almoft  peculiar  to  this  State,  has  been  granted  to  fo- 
reigners by  the  legiflature ;  that  of  buying  and  holding  lands  and 
houfes  within  this  Commonwealth,  without  rellnquiflnng  their  alle- 
giance to  the  country  in  which  they  were  born,  or  changing  their 
refidence.  They  can  fell  or  bequeath  the  lands,  receive  the  rents, 
and,  in  ftiort,  have  every  territorial  and  pecuniary  right  that  a  natu- 
ral-born Pennfylvanian  has ;  but  no  civil  rights.  As  they  profefs  to 
owe  allegiance  to  a  foreign  prince  or  government,  and  refide  in  a  fo- 
reign country,  where  they  of  courfe  have  civil  rights,  they. cannot 
claim,  nor  ought  they  to  defire,  them  here,  fince  no  man  can  ferve 
two  mailers.  If  they  chufe,  at  any  time  after  purchafe,  to  fettle  in 
this  country  and  make  themfelves  citizens ;  or  if  they  chufe  to  give 
their  eftate  to  a  child,  or  other  perfon,  who  will  do  fo,  either  of  them 
may  become  citizens  to  all  intents  and  purpofcs. 

Vol.  jr.  3G  Such 
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Such  is  the  J)refent  fiiuation  of  things  in  Pcnnfylvania,  which  U 
more  or  lefs  the  fame  in  feveral  other  of  the  American  States,  viz. 
Diftri£l  of  Maine,  Nevv-Hampfliire,  Vermont,  New-Yoik,  Virginia, 
the  Carolinas,  and  Georgia ;  but  though  nut  fo  in  the  reft,  the  prin> 
cipal  difference  is,  that  they  are  fo  fully  peopled,  that  there  are  fcvr 
new  lands  of  any  value  unfold,  and  farming  lands,  that  are  improved, 
are  of  courfe  dearer.  In  thofc  States,  however,  agriculture,  com- 
merce, manufactures,  the  fifheries,  and  navigation,  afford  comfor- 
table fubtiflence  and  ample  rewards  of  profit  to  the  induftrioui  and 
wcU-difpofed,  amidll  the  bleflings  of  civil  and  religious  liberty. 

I'r'.  CIVIL    DIVISIONS. 

r  Pennfylvania  k  divided  into  twenty-two  counties,  which,  with 
their  county  town,  fituation,  &c.  are  mentioned  in  the  fol- 
lowing table,  as  alfo  the  various  kinds  of  mines  and  minerals  ia 
the  State : 


Couutics. 


Philadelphia 

(Shelter 

'Delaware 

Jucks 

Montgomery 

Lancafter 

Dauphin 

Berks 

Northampton 

Luzerne 

York 

Cumberland 

Northumberland 

Franklin  . 

Bedford 

Huntington 

MifBin 

Weflmorland 

Fayette 

Wafliington 

Allegany 


Chief  Towns, 


Situation. 


Philadelphia  on  Delawa.  R. 
Weft-Chefter  ditto 


Chefter 

Newtown 

Norriftown 

Lancaller 

Ha  ri  (burgh 

Reading 

Eafton 

VVilkfburgh 

York 

Carlide 

Sunbury 

Chamberfton 

Bedford 

Huntington 

Lewifburgh 

Greenfburgh 

Union 

Wa(hington 

Pittfburgh 


Settle        Min.^s,  &c. 


ditto 

ditto 

on  Schuylk  R 

on  Sufqueh.R.. 

ditto  I 

on  Schuylk  R.' 

on  Delawa.  R.' 

onSafqueh.R, 

ditto 

ditto 

onw.bran.Su. 

onSufqueh.R.; 

on  Juniata  R. 

ditto 

ditto 

on  Allegan.  R.I 

on  Mononga.  { 

S.W.cor.  State 

on  Allegany  R.I 


TV 


Iron  ore 

Iron  ore  &  lead 
Iron  ore 
Iron  ore  &  cop, 
Iron  ore 
l.ore,co.mi.S{c. 
Iron  o;e 
I.ore,co.mi.&c. 
Iron  ore 
I.  ore  &  lead  mi. 
Lore,  fait  fp. 
Iron  ore 
Iron  mines,  &c. 
Coal  &  lead  mi. 
Iron  ore 
Coal  mines 
Coal  &  iron  mi. 
ditto,         ditto 
ditto,  ditto 


*  A  very  large  proportion  of  the  vacant  lands  in  the  State  »rc  in  tiiit  county  (Northum* 
kerhnd)  to  the  amount  of  eight  million;  «£  acres. 
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FHILADKLFHIA.  *         .  ,' 

The  city  of  Philadelphia,  capital  of  the  State  of  Pennfylvania,  and 
the  prefent  feat  of  government  of  the  United  States  of  America,  liea 
in  latitude  39°  56'  north,  and  longitude  75'  8'  45"  weft  from  Green- 
vrich,  upon  the  weftern  bank  of  the  river  Delaware,  which  is  here 
but  a  mile  in  breadth,  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  from  the 
Atlantic  ocean,  by  the  courfe  of  the  bay  and  river,  about  fifty-five 
miles  from  the  Tea,  in  a  fouth>eaftivard  direction. 

It  was  laid  out  by  William  Penn,  the  firft  proprietary  and  founder 
«f  the  province,  in  the  year  1683,  and  fettled  by  a  colony  from  Eng. 
land,  which  arrived  in  that  and  the  preceding  years,  and  was  in* 
creafed  by  a  conftant  and  regular  influx  of  foreigners,  to  fo  great  a. 
degree,  that  in  lefs  than  a  century,  and  within  tho  life-time  of  the 
firft  pcrfon  born  within  it  of  European  parents,  it  was  computed  to 
contain  fix  thoufand  houfes  and  forty  thoufand  inhabitants  in  the  city 
and  fuburbs. 

The  ground  plot  of  the  city  is  an  oblong  fquare,  about  one  mile 
north  and  fouth,  and  two  miles  eaft  and  weft,  lying  in  the  narroweft: 
part  of  the  ifthmus  between  the  Delaware  and  Schuylkill  rivers, 
about  five  miles  in  a  right  line  above  their  confluence.  The  plain  is  to 
nearly  level,  except  upon  the  bank  of  the  Delaware,  that  art  and  la* 
hour  were  necefTary  to  dig  common  fewers  and  watercourfes  in  many 
places  to  drain  the  ftreets.  In  the  beginning  of  this  fettlement  it  was 
expe£led,  that  the  fronts  on  both  rivers  would  be  firft  improved  for 
the  convenience  of  trade  and  navigation,  and  that  the  buildings  would 
extend  gradually  in  the  rear  of  each,  until  they  would  meet  and  form 
one  town  extending  from  eaft  to  weft ;  but  experience  foon  convinced 
the  fettlers  that  the  Delaware  front  was  alone  fufficient  for  quays  and 
landing  places,  and  that  the  Schuylkill  lay  at  too  great  a  diftance  to 
form  part  of  the  town  on  its  banks ;  whence  it  fo'lowed  that  the 
town  increafed  northward  and  fouihward  of  the  original  plot,  on  the 
Delaware  front,  and  now  occupies  a  fpace  near  three  miles  ui 
length,  north  and  fouth,  while  the  buildings  in  the  middle,  where 
they  are  moft  extended,  do  not  reach  a  mile  from  the  Delaware. 

The  city  has  been  twice  incorporated,  and  the  limits  thereof  re^ 
ftrained  to  the  oblong  originally  laid  out  by  William  Penn,  without 
including  the  northern  or  fouthern  fuburbs.  This  plot  is  interfered 
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by  a  number  of  ftrccts  at  rij;ht  angles  with  each  other,  nine  of  whichi 
run  e:ift  and  weft  from  Delaware  to  Schuylkill,  and  twenty-three- 
north  and  foiith,  eroding  the  iirftat  right  angles,  funning  one  hun- 
hinidrcd  ai^d  cijjuy-four  fquares  of  lots  for  buildings.  The  ftreets 
running  caft  and  weft  are  named,  except  High  ftrect,  near  the  middle 
of  the  city,  from  the  trees  found  in  the  country  upon  the  arrival  of 
the  colony ;  Vine,  Salliitras,  Mulberry,  High,  CJhcfnut,  Walnut, 
iiprucc,  I'ine,  and  Cedar  ftrccts,  and  thofe  running  nOrth  and  fouth 
irom  their  numeral  order.  Front,  Second,  Third,  Fourth,  &cc.  to 
Uroad  ftreet,  vvhit.h  ib  midway  Lctwccn  the  two  rivers.  In  deeds, 
nnd  other  defrriptivc  writings,  which  require  exadnefs,  thefe  ftreets 
hnve  the  Delaware  or  bchuylkill. prefixed  to  their  numeral  names,  to 
tliftinguilh  to  which  front  they  belong;  as  Delaware  Second  ftreet,^ 
^c.  but  as  there  are  very  few  buildings  wcftward  of  Broad  ftreet,  this 
addition  is  never  made  in  common  converfaiion,  but  when  they  arc 
named  they  are  undcrilood  of  the  Delaware  front,  unlefs  Schuylkill 
be  added.  '  ■• 

Of  thefe,  High  ftreet  is  one  hundred  feet,  Broad  ftreet  one  hundreil 
and  thirteen,  Mulberry  ftxty,  and  all  the  others  fifty  feet  wide. 
Within  the  improved  parts  of  the  city  they  are  paved  in  the  middle 
vith  pehble  ftones  for  carts  and  carriages,  which  ufually  contain 
three-fifths  of  the  who'e  breadth,  and  on  each  fide  with  bricks  for 
foot  pall'engers ;  between  the  brick  and  ftone  pavements  are  gutters, 
paved  with  brick,  to  carry  oft'  the  water,  and  the  foot  ways  are  de- 
fended from  the  approach  of  carriages  by  rows  of  pofts  placed 
without  the  gutters,  at  the  diftance  of  ten  or  twelve  feet  from  each. 
Other. 

Befides  the  forement'ioned  ftreets,  there  are  many  others  not 
Ot  iginnlly  laid  down  in  the  plot,  the  moft  public  of  which  are  Water 
ftreet  and  Dork  ftreet.  Water  ftreet  is  thirty  feet  wide,  running  be- 
low the  bank,  at  the  diftance  of  about  forty  feet  caftward  from  and 
yaiallcl  to  Front  ftreet,  extending  from  the  north  line  of  the  city 
Southward  to  the  bridge  over  the  dock,  which  was  formerly  a  draw 
bridge,  and  retains  that  name  in  common  ufe,  although  it  was  con- 
verted into  a  ftone  arch  above  thirty  years  fince  ;  from  the  bridge  it 
is  foi ty  feet  wide  in  a  rig!^,t  line  to  Pine  ftieet,  and  leaves  a  row  of 
hmifea  without  yards,  on  the  bank,  in  its  whole  length,  between  it 
and  Front  ftieet ;  Southward  of  Pine  ftrcer,  there  is  an  offset  of  about 
eighty  feet  eaflward,  and  the  ftreet  from  thence  to  Cedar  ftreet  is 
forty-five  feet  wide,  and  called  Pcnn  ftreet.  This  ftreet,  in  the  ori- 
ginal pi  in,  was  intended  only  for  a  c:irt  way  to  accommodate  the 
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ivh:irfk  and  ftorei  iO  be  ercfted  under  tlic  bank,  and  not  to  rife  moro 
than  four  feet  above  it,  fu  as  to  leave  the  river  open  to  the  view  t'loiTi 
the  wed  fide  of  Front  ftrcet ;  but  thciiululijitaiics  were  luon  con- 
vinced that  the  ground,  on  both  ftrects,  was  too  vahiubic  to  be  kept 
vniuiprovtd,  in  any  degree,  merely  for  the  fake  of  a  prolptd,  and 
it  IS  clofcly  built  with  lofty  houfcs,  except  a  very  icw  vacancies  here 
and  there,  throu}{hont  the  whole  iVoiii  on  both  litlcs,  and  commodi- 
ous wharfi.  are  extended  into  the  river,  at  which  the  largell  lliips  that 
\ife  the  port,  can  lie  ui  laloty  to  difcharge  and  receive  their  cargoes, 
and  arc  dcfLuded  from  the  ice  in  winter  by  the  piers,  nuuie  o.  log* 
extending  into  the  river,  funk  with  iloua  <)nd  tilled  with  eurth,  fo  as 
to  be  ecpially  firm  wiili  the  main  land. 

Dock  iheet  is  the  on. y  crooked  flreet  in  the  city;  beiinninii;  at 
the  bridge  in  Front  ftrcct,  r.nd  cxtcniiinjj  north-wtlt'.vard  in;. le^yen- 
tine  trad  through  two  iquares,  acrofs  Second  andWainut  Hreeis,  and 
terminates  at  Third  (Ireet  ;  another  branch  wf  it  ext>.nd;  loutn-vvi;ll- 
ward  acrofs  Spruce  ftrcet,  and  terminates  at  Second  llreet.  The 
ground  occupied  by  this  ftrcet,  and  by  an  open  fpace  between  it  and 
tipruce  ftreet,  below  the  bridge,  was  formerly  a  fwaniji,  and  was 
given  by  William  Penn  to  the  corporation  for  the  ufe  of  the  city ;  it 
was  intended  as  a  place  to  dig  a  bafon  and  docks  to  (Iielccr  the  Hup- 
ping, but  experience  proved  that  fliips  could  be  defended  from  the 
ice  by  the  piers  extended  into  the  river,  and  that  the  (i'jck  could  not 
be  kept  clean  but  at  an  expenfe  far  beyond  its  utility,  wherefore  it 
wasnegleftcd  till  it  became  a  nuifancc  ofFenfive  to  the  imcll  and  inju- 
rious to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants,  and  was  by  an  r.dt  of  Aflenibly, 
ordered  to  be  arched  over  and  covered  with  earth,  whereby  the 
city  acquired  a  beautiful  ftreet  more  than  one  hundred  feet  in  breadth 
towards  the  water,  and  not  lefs  than  ninety  feet  in  the  narroweft 
part. 

The  number  of  the  ftrects,  lanes,  and  alleys,  laid  out  by  the 
owners  of  the  lots  before  they  were  built  on,  is  too  great  to  be  enu- 
merared  here,  there  being  fcarce  a  iquare  that  is  not  iuterlec^cd  by 
one  or  more  of  them,  fome  of  them  continued  in  a  right  line  tnrougli 
fevcral  fquares,  and  fo  fpacio-<s  as  to  be  eaiiiy  miltaken  for  main 
flreets,  others  only  through  one  fquare.  ■  ^ 

The  city  was  firll  incorporated  by  charter  under  the  _<i;rcat  feal  of 
the  province,  in  the  year  1701  ;  before  that  period  it  was  called  the 
town  of  Philadelphia.  By  this  charter  Vv  lUiam  Penn  nominated  the 
firft  mayor,  recorder,  aMermen,  and  commoii  councilmen,  and 
granted  tliem,  among  other  privileges  and  franchifes,  that  of  dealing 
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others  to  fupply  vacancies,  and  even  to  increafe  their  own  number  af 
pieafure.    The  public  grounds  were  granted  to  them  by  the  name 
of  the  mayor  and  commonalty  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  but  the 
eommonalty  had  no  fl)are  in  the  government  or  eftate  of  the  city,  the 
whole  body  being  felf-eledtive,  and  not  accountable  to  the  citizens  in 
any  refpe(ft.    It  would  be  difficult  to  account  for  fo  extraordinary  » 
charter  from  the  wifdom  of  William  Penn,  did  not  tradition  inform 
lis,  that  among  the  firft  fcttlers  were  a  confiderable  number  from  the 
city  of  Briftol  in  England,  whofe  charter,  granted  at  an  early  period, 
before  the  rights  of  the  commonalty  were  well  underftood,  had  been 
familiarized  by  habit,  which  induced  them  to  requeft  a  fimilar  one  ; 
a  copy  of  the  Briftol  charter  was  accordingly  procured,  and  with 
little  vai  i  ition  adopted.    It  was  not  long,  however,  before  the  com- 
Hionalty  began  to  be  diflatisfied  with  it,  and  to  make  frequent  com- 
plaints to  the  Affembly,  of  the  abufes  that  were  pra£tifed  under  it ; 
many  of  whi  h  appear  upon  the  minutes  of  the  houfe.    At  an  early 
period  after  the  chiirter,  the  legiflative  powers  of  this  corporation 
were  very  limited  ;  they  could  not  levy  a  (Iiillrag  by  taxes  for  any 
nfe  whatever,  and  could  employ  the  income  of  the  city  eftates  only 
for  the  ufe  and  cmbellifhment  of  the  city ;  wherefore  we  fee  few  mo- 
Buments  railed  to  preferve  the  memory  of  that  corporation.    Al- 
though the  firft  men  for  integrity  and  abilities  to  be  found  in  the  city 
were  ehe(fted  into  the  office  of  the  body  politic,  yetfuch  is  the  nature 
of  nnliniited  power,  not  accountable  to  the  people,  that  it  will  divert 
the  beft  men  from  purpofes,  which,  before  they  were  invefted  with 
the  power,  they  would  have  highly  approwd.     The  jealoufy  which 
the  citizens  entertained  of  the  corporation  pervaded  the  General  Af- 
fembly of  the  province,    and  when  the  lighting,   watching,   and 
paving  the  city  became  a  defirable  objeft,  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
freemen  would  not  entruft  the  corporation  alone  with  the  power  of 
i-aifing  or  expending  the  money  neceffary  for  thefe  purpofes  ;  they 
could  not,  however,  caft  fuch  a  reflcAion  on  the  refpeftable  cha- 
falters  of  which  that  body  was  compofed,  as  wholly  to  veft  thefe 
powers  with  others ;  they  purfued  a  middle  line,  and  conftituted  two 
feparate  bodies  by  the  names  of  city  wardens  and  ftreet  commif< 
fioners,  to  the  former  of  whom  the  lighting  and  watching,  and  to  the 
latter  the  paving  of  the  ftreets,  was  committed  ;  the  mayor,  or  re- 
corder, and  four  of  the  aldermen  concurring  with  each  body  in  lay- 
ing the  taxes  and  prefcribing  the  mode  of  expending  them  ;  thus  the 
city  legifladon  for  thefe  purpofes   became  compounded   of  two 
v_-i  V.  A.- '::!;•       .         ■.  < ;:  i  .;  '         _  ^....x^-.       .     'branches* 
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l>ranchef«  the  wardens  and  comrTiilTiuaers  immediately  defied  by  the 
people,  in  the  fame  manner  as  their  reprefeiitativcs  in  Aflembly, 
€onItitUted  the  democratic,  and  the  mayor  and  aldermen  the  aridj- 
cratic  branch.  Thel'e  bodies,  thus  compuundcd,  condu£ted  the  bu- 
linefs  committed  to  them  with  great  harmony,  nor  is  there  the  leaft 
l*ccolie£tion  of  any  difagreemeiit  between  them  ;  the  taxes  were  laid 
with  equality,  collected  with  moderation,  and  expended  for  the  xcA 
life  and  improvement  of  the  city;  one  complaint  only  had  foun* 
dation,  which  arofe  from  the  nature  rather  than  from  any  abuie 
of  the  poweri  i  the  number  of  wardens  and  itreet  commilTioner* 
woa  fo  great,  as  at  very  moderate  wages  to  render  thofe  boards  too 
«xpenAve« 

For  the  honour  of  the  late  corporation  it  ought  not  to  be  omitted, 
that  the  mayor's  court  was  always  filled  with  an  able  lawyer  for  the 
recorder,  and  another  for  the  profecutiou  of  criminal  offences  j 
and  fuch  was  the  orderly  and  upright  adminiflration  of  juilice  in 
it,  that  no  court  in  the  province,  or  perhaps  in  any  other  country 
exceeded  it. 

The  prejudices  under  which  the  old  corporation  laboured  from  its 
original  conflitution,  were  fo  ilrong,  that  upon  the  revolution,  the 
General  Aflembly  declared,  by  an  aft  pafTed  during  their  firfl  fefllon, 
'♦  That  the  powers  and  jurifdi£tion  hitherto  exerciled  by  the  mayor, 
recorder,  and  aldermen  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  were  not  founded 
on  the  authority  of  the  people,  and  are  therefore  become  null  and 
void."  Wherefore,  by  that  and  feveral  fubfequent  a£ts,  the  povvera 
©f  the  corporation  were  diflributed  between  the  fupreme  executive 
cuuncii,  the  city  magiilrates,  and  the  wardens  and  Itreet  commif* 
lloners,  who  exerciled  them  from  the  year  1777,  to  1789.  The 
prejudices,  which  had  no  foundation  as  againft  corporations  in  ge- 
neral, but  only  againfl  the  conftitution  of  the  late  corporation  of  the 
city,  were  however  lb  ftrong,  that  it  was  with  difliculty  the  people 
could  be  prevailed  upon  to  fubmit  to  a  nevv  incorporation  of  the  city. 
The  defers  in  the  adminiftration  of  juflice  and  governing  the  police 
of  the  city  at  length  became  {o  glaring,  that  they  were  feen  by  all 
cjaffei  of  people,  and  their  minds  prepared  for  an  aft  of  incoipora- 
tloiii  The  General  AfFembly,  in  the  winter  felfions  of  1789,  favour- 
ing the  widics  of  the  citizens,  pafTed  an  aft,  intitled.  An  Aft  to  in- 
corporate the  city  of  Philadelphia,  which,  with  a  fupplcmeni  pafFcdia 
1790,  conditutes  the  prefent  city  charter. 

V  Bjr 
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By  thefc  aAs  the  common  council  confills  of  two  branches  j  fifteefl 
Mdcrmen  arc  chofen  by  the  freeholders  to  continue  in  office  for  feveit 
years;  they  chufe  a  recorder  from  the  citizens  at  large  for  feven  years, 
and  a  mayor  from  their  own  number  for  on6  year.  Thirty  common 
councilnien  arc  chofen  by  the  citizens  at  large,  entitled  to  vole  for  re- 
prelcnratives  in  Aflembly,  to  continue  in  office  foir  three  yea^s ;  thefe 
were  intended  to  form  a  balanced  government,  upon  the  principle 
that  the  choice  by  Ireeholders,  and  for  a  longer  term,  would  product 
a  rtiore  fcledt  body  of  aldermen,  and  that  the  citizens  at  large  would 
chiile  charafters  fitter  to  reprefent  and  form  the  popular  branch  of 
city  governmcnfi  Eight  aldermen  and  fixteen  common  councilmetl 
form  a  quorum  or  board  to  traniaft  bufinefs,  at  which  the- mayor  or 
recorder  prelides ;  they  fit  and  deliberate  together,  but  no  aft  is 
legal,  unlefs  a  majority  of  the  aldermen,  a  majority  of  the  common 
counciline/'  preient,  and  the  mayor  or  recorder,  Concur. 

There  is  not  perhaps  in  the  world  a  mOre  liberal  plan  of  city  go* 
VernniCnt ;  every  clafs  of  citizens  have  an  opportunity  of  reprefenting 
and  being  reprefented.  The  body  is  fufficiently  numerous  to  con* 
tain  fome  ol  every  defcription,  and  of  every  fpecics  of  talents  and  in- 
formation neceflliry  for  deliberation  and  execution,  and  yet  not  fo 
large  as  to  be  incumbered  with  its  own  weight ;  itpofleffes  the  powers 
of  legiflation  and  taxation  in  all  cafes  necelTary  for  the  «'ell-governing 
and  improving  the  city,  except  in  contradiction  to  adts  of  the  Ge- 
neral Aflembly ;  and  from  the  many  improvements  already  intro". 
duced,  there  is  reafon  to  hope  that  its  police  will  be  equal  to  that  of 
any  modern  city.         ^.'    ^'i*^^'    ■  ■  <  -  >  .,-.-.■;.. 

A  city  cOnrt  is  held  by  the  mayor,  recorder,  and  aldermen  four 
times  in  a  year,  and  holds  cognizance  of  all  crimes  and  mifdemeanors 
committed  within  the  city. 

A  court  of  aldermen,  having  cognizance  of  debts  above  forty  fhil* 
lings,  and  not  exceeding  ten  pounds,  is  held  every  week,  beginning 
on  Monday  morning,  and  fitting  by  adjournments  until  the  bufinefs 
of  the  vveekis  finiflied.  ■'  ■ 

Each  alderman  has  feparate  cognizance  of  debts  under  forty  fiiil- 
lings. 

The  nuniher  of  inhabitants  within  the  city  and  fuburbs,  including 
the  didrift  of  Soiithwaik  and  the  comjjnftly  built  part  of  the  Nor- 
thern liberties,  which,  to  every  pnipofc  but  as  to  their  govern-' 
ment,  are  confidered  as  parts  of  the  city,  was  found  by  the  late  cenfus 
to  be  forty-two  thoul'and  five  hundred  and  twenty,  and  the  number 
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of  houfes  fix  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fifty-one,  and  fiores  or  tvork* 
iliops  four  hundred  and  fifteen. 

The  houfes  for  pub'.ic  worfliip  .are  numerous^  and  are  as  foU 
lows: 
The  Friendfl  or  Quakers,  have  5*  The  Swedifli  Lirfherans, 


The  Prelbyterians  and  Sece- 

ders,  • 6 

The  Epifcopalians,        .     .  3 

The  German  Lutherans,     .  % 

The  German  Calvinifts,      .  i 

The  Catholics,  ....  4 

The  other  public  buildings  in  the  city,  befides  the  univerfity  and 
college,  are  the  following : 


The  Moravians,      .     , 
The  Baptifts,     .      .     . 
The  Univerfal  Baptifts, 
The  Methodifts,      .     . 
The  Jews,    .     ,     .     . 


A  fiate  houfe  and  offices, 
Two  city  co'-rt  houfes, 
A  county  t:o'     h'^ufe, 
A  carpentf         u 
A  philofoph.<.<ii  lociety's  hall, 
A  difpenfary, 
Hofpitals,  and  ofiices, 
An  alms  houfe, 


Two  incorporated  banks, 

A  houfe  of  corrediion, 

A  dramatic  theatre,       ' 

A  public  obfervatory, 

A  medical  theatre  and  elaboratory, 

Three  brick  market  houfes, 

A  fifli  market, 

A  public  gaol,  &c. 


The  ftate  houfe  is  in  Chefnut  ftreet,  between  Fifth  and  Sixth  ftreets, 
and  was  ere£led  as  early  as  1735*  The  building  is  rather  magnifi< 
cent  than  elegant,  but  when  it  is  remembered  that  it  was  built  withii; 
fifty-three  years  after  the  firft  European  cabin  was  erected  in  Pennt 
fylvania,  its  archite^ure  is  judly  admired.  The  Hate  houfe  yard 
is  a  neat,  elegant,  and  fpncious  public  walk,  ornamented  with 
rows  of  trees  ;  but  a  high  brick  wall,  which  enclofes  it,  limits  the 
profpe6l. 

In  1787,  an  elegant  court  houfe  was  erefted  on  the  left  of  the 
ftate  houfe  ;  and  on  the  right,  the  town  hall  or  new  court 
houfe,  and  a  philofophical  hall.  Thefe  add  much  to  the  beauty  of 
the  fquare. 

South  of  the  fiate  houfe  is  the  public  gaol,  built  of  fione.  It  has 
a  ground  half  ilory,  and  two  flories  above  it.     Every  apartment  is 

*  One  of  thcfe  houfes  is  for  tliofe  Qunkcrs  who  took  >ip  arijis  in  defence  of  their 
•ountry  in  the  late  wnr,  contrary  to  the  elUblilhed  principles  of  the  Friends.  They 
«all  themfclves  Free  Quakers,  . 

f  This  is  the  oldell  cliurch  in  or  nenr  the  city,  and  has  lately  heen  .tnnexed  to  tlN 
£}'.fcopalinn  order. 
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arched  with  ftone  again  ft  fire  and  force.  It  is  a  hollow  fquare,  oa* 
hundred  feet  in  front,  and  is  the  neateft  and  moft  fecure  building  of 
the  kind  in  America.  To  the  gaol  is  annexed  a  work  houfe,  with 
yards  to  each,  to  fcparate  the  fexes,  and  criminals  from  debtors* 
There  have  lately  been  added  apartments  in  the  yards  for  folitary 
confinement  of  criminals  according  to  the  new  penal  code.  Of  four- 
thoufand  ai^d  (ixty  debtoi's,  and  four  thoufand  criminals,  in  the  whole 
eight  thoufand  and  fixty  who  were  confined  in  this  nfw  gaol,  between 
(he  28th  of  September,  1780,  and  the  fifth  of  Septennber,  1790, 
twelve  only  died  a  natural  death  in  the  gaol. 

The  hofpital  and  poor  houfe,  in  which  are  upward?  of  three 
hundred  poor  people,  whether  we  confider  the  buildings,  or 
the  defigns  for  which  they  were  erefted,  are  unrivalled  in  Ame/ica. 

The  German  church,  lately  erefted,  is  one  of  the  moft  elegant 
churches  in  America.  Mr.  D.  Taneberger,  one  of  the  united  bre^ 
thren's  fociety  at  Litiz,  a  great  mechanical  genius,  has  completed 
and  erefted  a  large  organ  for  this  church. 

The  market  houfe  in  High  ftreet  is  acknowleged  by  Europeans  to 
exceed  any  thing  they  have  feen  of  the  kind  ;  it  is  one  tho./und  five 
hundred  feet  in  length,  and  in  the  extent,  neatnefs,  variety  and  abun-. 
dance  of  provifions,  is  not  equalled  in  America.  There  are  twa 
pthers  at  different  parts  of  the  city,  which  do  honour  to  the  citizens 
f  nd  their  police. 

Thp  city  is  provided  with  a  number  of  public  and  private  chari- 
table iiiftitutipns  ;  the  principal  of  which  are,  the  houfe  of  employ- 
oient,  a  lirge  commodious  building,  where  the  poor  of  the  city  and 
fome  adjoining  townfliips  are  fupported  and  employed  in  coarfe 
man u failures  to  aid  in  defraying  their  expenfes,  under  the  care  of 
the  overfeers  and  guardians  of  the  poor,  who  are  a  corporate  body 
created  for  this  purpofe  by  a€t  of  Aflembly,  with  power  to  lay  taxe^ 
^or  its  farther  fupport. 

The  Pennfylvania  hofpital. 

The  Qiwkers*  alms  houfe  is  fupported  by  that  fociety  for  the  uffe 
pf  their  awn  poor;  it  is  divided  into  a  number  of  feparate  houfes 
.^d  rooms  for  families  or  fingle  perfons  who  have  fallen  into  decays 
jnoft  or  them  contribute  by  thtir  induftry  towards  their  own  fupport, 
but  are  fupplied  \yitU  whatever  their  induftry  fal'.s  fhort  of  procuring, 
!;y  a  committee  of  the  fociety,  and  liye  more  comfortably  than  many 
who  in  full  health,  and  unhurt  by  accident,  provide  for  their  owa 
|iibfiftence ;  (here  is  a  confiderable  garden,  belonging  to  this  houfej^ 
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frohi  which  th(t  city  ii  fupplied,  at  very  moderate  prices^  with  ever^ 
Jiind  of  medicinal  herbi  common  to  the  climate. 

The  hofpitHl  for  hinatict  i«  a  fine  elegant  building,  and  well  keptt 
it  hai  a  library,  in  which  (here  ii  an  elegant  bull  of  Franklin.  The 
hall  on  the  firft  floor  ii  appropriated  to  lick  men,  and  the  fecond  flobr 
to  womeni  Tho  liuiatici  have  each  a  cell  fuCnilhed  with  a  bed  and 
tablci  and  a  ftove  for  the  cottveniency  or  warming  the  cell  in  winter* 
IHoH  of  the  patienti  that  thli  hofpiial  has  received  have  been  the 
ViAimi  of  religloui  melancholy^  or  diftippointed  loVe. 

The  following  intercHing  account  of  the  Quaker'^  Hbipital,  or 
Bettering  Moufe,  at  if  i$  preptrl^  cnttedy  is  extrafted  from  Brissot'* 
Travel!  in  the  United  Statci,  Letter  XI.  page  167.  "  This  hofpital 
It  fltuflted  in  the  open  country^  in  one  of  thnfe  parts  of  the  original 
plan  of  Philadelphin  not  yet  covered  with  houfes ;  it  is  conftiu6ted  of 
bricki,  and  compufed  of  two  large  buildings ;  one  for  men,  and 
the  other  foi*  women.  There  i»  a  reparation  in  the  court,  which  ii 
tommon  to  them.  Thii  inftitution  has  feveral  objedls:  they  re^ 
keive  Into  it  the  poor,  the  Tick,  orphans,  women  in  travail,  and 
|)erfoni  attacked  with  venereal  UticHlcs.  They  likewifc  confine  here 
Vflgabondi^  difnrderly  perfoni,  and  girli  of  fcandalous  lives. 

*•  Thelie  exilli,  then,  you  will  fay,  even  in  Philadelphia,  that  dil'- 
f  ufting  commerce  of  diCeafeii  rather  thnn  of  pleafures,  which  for  fd 
bng  tt  time  hai  empoifoned  our  continent.  Yes,  my  friend,  two 
w  three  of  the  moll  confidierable  maritime  towns  of  the  new  conti^ 
pent  are  alHi^ed  by  this  leprofy.  It  was  almoil  unknown  before  the 
revolution!  but  the  abode  of  foreign  armies  has  naturalized  it,  and 
it  il  one  of  thofe  fcourgei  for  which  the  fhee  Americans  are  indebted 
to  uit  But  this  tmrtic  is  nrtt  carried  on  fo  fcandaloufly  as  at  Pari* 
tor  LondoMi  It  ii  redraihed,  it  is  hpld  in  contempt,  and  almoft  im- 
|>erceptiblc.  I  ought  to  liiy,  to  the  honour  of  the  Americans,  that  it 
il  nourinisd  only  by  cmigranti  and  European  travellers ;  for  the 
Tinftity  of  marriage  U  llill  univerfally  rcfpeftcd  in  America.  Young 
{people  mtirl'ying  early,  and  without  obftadcs,  are  not  tempted  to  gtf 
mul  difliondur  and  cmpoifoa  themfelvc»  in  places  of  prollitution. 

**  Dut,  to  finidi  my  account  of  thii  hofpital,  there  are  particular 
Ihalli  appropriated  to  c;ich  cIaIb  of  poor,  atid  to  each  fpccies  of  fick- 
hefii  and  ench  hall  hai  it*  fupcrintcndant.  This  inllitution  was 
rich  and  well  adminlllcrcd  bpfurc  the  war.  The  greater  part  of  the 
iidniiuiftratori  were  CUjakefi.     The  war  and  paper  money  intro- 
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duced  a  different  ord^r  of  things.  The  legiflature  refolved  not  t9 
admit  to  its  adminiftration  any  perfons  but  fuch  as  had  taken  the  oath 
of  fidelity  to  the  State.  The  Quaker*  were  by  this  excluded,  and 
the  management  of  it  fell  into  hands  not  fo  pure.  The  fpirit  of  de« 
predation  was  manifeft  in  it,  and  paper  money  was  ftill  more  inju-i 
rioiis.  Creditors  of  the  hofpitai  were  paid,  or  rather  ruined,  by  thif 
operation.  About  a  year  ago,  on  the  report  of  the  infpcftors  of  the 
hofpitals,  the  legiflature,  confidering  the  abiifes  praftifed  in  that  ad- 
miniilration,  confided  that  of  the  bettering  houfe  again  to  the 
Quakers*  Without  any  refentment  of  the  att'ronts  they  hnd  received 
during  the  war,  and  only  anxious  to  do  good  and  pciform  their  duty^ 
the  Friends  accepted  the  adminiftration,  and  exercife  it  as  before 
with  zeal  and  fidelity.  This  change  has  produced  the  efFedt  which 
was  expected.  Order  is  vilibly  reeftablilhed  ;  many  adminiftrators 
are  appointed,  one  of  whom,  by  turns,  is  to  vifit  the  hofpitai  every 
day:   fix  phyficians  are  attached  to  it,  who  perform  the  fervict 

"  I  have  fecn  the  hofpitals  of  France,  both  at  Paris  and  in  th6 
provinces. — I  know  none  of  them  but  the  one  at  Befan9on,  that  can 
be  compared  to  this  at  Philadelphia.  Every  fick  and  eveiy  poor  per* 
fon  has  his  bed  well  furnidied,  but  without  curtains,  as  it  fliould  be^ 
Every  room  is  lighted  by  windows  placed  oppofite,  which  introduce 
plenty  of  light,  that  great  confolatioii  to  a  man  confined,  of  which 
tyrants  for  this  rcafon  are  cruelly  fparing.  Thefe  windows  admit  a 
free  circulation  of  air ;  moft  of  them  open  over  the  fields,  and  a^ 
tbey  are  not  very  high,  and  are  without  grates,  it  would  be  very  eafy 
for  the  prifoners  to  make  their  efcape,  but  the  idea  never  enters  their 
heads.  This  faft  proves  that  the  prifoners  are  happy,  and,  confe* 
queiitly,  that  the  adminiflration  is  good. 

"  The  kitoliens  are  well  kept,  and  do  not  exhale  that  fetid  odouf 
which  you  perceive  from  tlie  befl  kitchens  in  France.  Tlie  eating 
rooms,  which  arc  on  the  ground  floor,  are  equally  clean,  and  well 
aired :  neninefs  and  good  air  reign  in  every  part.  A  large  garden  at 
the  end  of  the  court  furniilies  vegetables  for  the  kitchen.  I  was  fur- 
prifed  to  find  there  a  great  number  of  foreign  flirubs  and  plants.— 
The  garden  is  well  cultivated.  In  the  yard  they  rear  a  great  number 
of  hogs ;  for,  in  America,  the  hog,  as  well  as  the  ox,  does  the  honour! 
of  the  table  through  the  whole  year. 

'*  I  could  fcarcely  defcribe  to  you  the  different  fenfations  which 
by  tiH'us  rejoiced  aud  afHi&ed  my  heait  in  going  through  their  dif- 
ferent 
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lierent  apartments.  An  hofpital,  how  well  foever  adminiftered^  it 
l^lways  a  painful  fpe£lacle  to  me.  It  appears  to  me  fo  confoUng  for 
<f  fick  man  to  be  at  his  own  home,  attended  by  his  wife  and  children^ 
and  vilited  by  his  neighbours,  that  I  regard  hofpitals  as  taft  iepul- 
chres,  where  are  brought  together  a  crowd  of  individuals,  ftntngert 
to  each  other,  and  feparated  from  all  they  hold  dear.  And  what  it 
(nan  in  this  fituation  ? — A  leaf  detachect  from  the  tree,  and  driven 
down  by  the  torrent — a  Ikcleton  no  longer  of  any  condftence,  and 
bordering  on  dilFuiution. 

**  But  this  idea  foon  gives  place  to  another.  Since  Societies  ar« 
condemned  to  be  infefled  with  great  cities,  lince  mifery  and  vice  are 
the  ncceflary  offspring  of  thefe  cities,  a  houfe  like  this  becomes  th« 
iifylum  of  beneficence ;  for,  without  the  aid  of  fuch  inftitutions^ 
what  would  become  of  the  greater  part  of  thofe  wretches  who  here 
iind  a  refuge ;  fo  many  women ;  fo  many  perfons  blind  and  deaf/ 
rendered  difgufling  by  their  numerous  infirmities  ? — ^They  muft 
very  foon  perifli,  abandoned  by  all  the  world,  to  whom  they  are 
flrangers.  No  door  but  that  of  their  common  mother  earth  would 
receive  thefe  hideous  figures,  were  it  not  for  this  provilion  made  by 
their  common  friend.  Society. 

**  I  faw  in  this  hofpital  all  that  mifery  and  difeafe  can  afTemble^  I 
faw  women  fufTering  on  the  bed  of  pain ;  others,  whofe  meagre 
vifages,  rendered  difgufling  by  eruptions,  atteil  the  fatal  effects  of  in- 
continence ;  others,  who  waited  with  groans  the  moment  when  Hea- 
ven would  deliver  them  from  a  burden  of  life,  becaufe  afHifted  with 
excruciating  pain  ;  others,  holding  in  their  arms  the  fruit,  not  of  a 
legal  marriage,  but  of  love  betrayed.  Poor  innocents !  born  under 
the  flar  of  wretchednefs !  Why  fliould  men  be  born  predefHnated 
to  misfortunes  ?  But,  blefs  God,  at  leafl,  that  you  are  in  a  country 
where  baftardy  is  no  obflacle  to  refpedtability  and  the  rights  of  citi- 
senfhip.  I  faw  with  pleafure  thefe  unhappy  mothers  carefGng  their 
infants  and  nurling  them  with  tendernefs.  There  were  few  children 
iii  the  hall  of  the  little  orphans ;  thefe  were  in  good  health,  and  ap- 
peared gay  and  happy.  Mr.  Shoemaker,  who  conduced  me  thither, 
and  another  of  the  dire^ors,  diflributed  fome  cakes  among  them 
which  they  had  brought  in  their  pockets.  Thus  the  directors  think 
of  their  charge  even  at  a  diflance,  and  occupy  themfeives  with  their 
happinefs.  Good  God !  there  is  then  a  country  where  the  foul  of 
the  governor  of  an  hofpital  is  not  a  foul  of  brafs ! 

f  «*  Blacks 
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**  Blaclct  are  here  mingled  with  whites,  and  lodged  in  the  faiii^ 
kpartroent^.  This,  to  itie)  was  an  edifying  fight;  it  feemed  a  balnrf 
to  my  foul.  I  faw  a  negro  woman  fpinning  with  a£tivity  by  the  fidd 
of  her  bed.  Her  eyes  feemed  to  expert  from  the  director  a  word  of 
confolatiun — She  obtained  it ;  and  it  feemed  to  be  heaven  to  her  to 
iiear  him.  I  fliould  have  been  more  happy  had  it  been  for  me  td 
have  fpoken  this  word :  I  fhould  have  added  many  more.  Unhappy 
negroes  !  how  much  reparation  do  we  owe  them  for  the  evils  we  hav« 
occafioned  them-^thc  evils  we  Hill  occafion  them*!:— and  they  lov« 
us! 

*•  The  happinefs  of  this  ncgrefs  was  not  equal  to  that  which  I  fawr 
fparkle  on  the  vifiige  of  a  young  blind  girl^  who  feemed  to  leap  for 
joy  at  the  found  of  the  diredtor's  voice.  He  alked  aft6r  her  health  i 
Ihe  anfwered  him  with  transport.  She  was  taking  her  tea  by  the  fid6 
of  her  little  table — Her  tea ! — My  friend,  you  are  aftotiiflied  at  thi« 
luxury  in  an  hofpital — It  is  becaule  there  is  humanity  in  its  adminifi 
tration,  and  the  wretches  are  not  crowded  in  here  iu  heaps  to  be 
ftifled.  They  give  tea  to  thofe  whofe  conduft  is  fatisfaftory ;  and 
thofe  who  by  their  work  are  able  to  make  fome  favings,  enjoy  th« 
.fruits  of  their  induftry.  I  remarked  in  this  hofpital,  that  the  women 
were  much  more  numerous  than  the  men ;  and  among  the  latter,  I 
faw  none  of  thofe  hideous  figures  fo  common  in  the  hofpitals  of 
Parisf  figures  on  which  you  trace  the  mark  of  crimes,  mifery,  and  in* 
dolence.  They  have  a  decent  appearance  :  many  of  them  alked  the 
dtredtor  for  their 'Milargcmcnt,  which  they  obtained. 

**  But  what  refources  have  they  on  leaving  this  houfe  ?  TheV 
have  their  hands,  anfwered  the  dirci^or,  and  they  may  find  ufeful 
.Occupations.  But  the  women,  replied  I,  what  can  they  do  ?  Theii^ 
condition  is  not  fo  fortunate,  faid  he.  In  a  town  Vvhere  fo  many  meri 
arc  occupiai^  in  fdreign  commerce,  the  number  of  unhappy  and  diA 
orderly  females  will  be  augmented.  To  prevent  this  inconvenience^ 
it  has  been  lately  propofed  to  form  a  new  eftabliftnnent,  which  fhall 
give  to  girls  of  this  defcription  a  ufeful  occupation,  where  the  pro- 
duce of  the  induftry  of  each  perfon  fiiall  be  preferved  and  given  td 
her  on  leaving  the  houlc  ;  or  if  Ihe  fliould  choofe  to  remain,  ihe  fliall 
always  enjoy  the  tr-.iit  of  her  own  labour. 

*♦  This  projert  will,  without  doubt,  be  executed;  for  the  Quakers 
are  ingenious  and  perfeverinjj  when  they  have  in  view  the  fuccour  of 
the  unhappy.'* 
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A  iioufe  founded  by  the  late  Dr.  John  Kearfley  the  elder,  for  the 
(Kipport  of  twelve  elderly  widows  of  the  Protcftant  Epifcopal  com« 
inunion,  in  which  a  number  of  perfQns  of  that  defcription,  whq 
have  feen  better  days,  are  very  comfortably  and  decently  providc4 
for. 

The  humane  fociety  for  recovering  pcrfons  fuppofed  to  be  dead 
by  drowning,  eftabliAied  upon  Umilnr  principles  with  thofe  of  ths 
fame  name  in  mod  fea  ports  in  Europe ;  it  is  under  the  care  of 
twelve  managers,  r.nnually  chofen  by  the  ftibfcribers  ;  the  phyHciana 
afford  their  aid  to  this  inflicution  gratis,  a  number  of  thefe  being  ap» 
pointed  for  the  purpofe  by  the  managei-s. 

Almoft  every  religious  fociety  has  a  fund  under  proper  diredtion^ 
fome  of  which  are  incorporated  for  the  relief  of  the  widows  an(| 
children  of  their  clergy,  or  other  diftrefled  members  of  their  cotn^ 
fDunion. 

There  are  alfo  focieties  formed  for  the  relief  of  particular  dcfcrip- 
tions  of  perfons,  with  funds  raifed  by  fubl'criptions  or  otherwife,  for 
the  purpofe,  fuch  as  the  Tea  captains  fociety,  the  Delaware  pilots 
fociety,  feparate  focieties  for  the  relief  and  afliftance  of  emigrants 
and  other  diArcfTed  perfons,  from  England,  Scotland,  Ireland,  Ger« 
many,  &c.  fome  of  which  are  incorporated,  fo  that  there  can  fcarce 
happen  an  inftance  of  individual  diftrefs,  for  which  a  mode  of  ad- 
vice, affiftance  or  relief,  is  not  provided  without  refort  to  public 
hegging.  . 

Seminaries  of  learning  are  eftabliflied  upon  the  moft  enlarged  and 
liberal  principles,  of  which  the  principal  are,  the  univerfity  of  Penn» 
fylvania  and  college  of  Philadelphia. 

Almoft  every  religious  fociety  have  one  or  more  fchools  under 
their  immediate  dired^ion,  for  the  education  of  their  own  youth  of 
both  fexes,  as  well  of  the  rich,  who  are  able  to  pay,  as  of  the  poor, 
who  are  taught  and  provided  with  books  and  ftationary  gratis;  be- 
fides  which,  there  are  a  number  of  private  fchools  under  the  dirc£tioA 
Ofmafters  and  miftreifes,  independent  of  any  public  body;  and 
there  are  fevet^l  private  academies  for  the  inftru6tion  of  young  ladies 
in  all  the  branches  of  polite  literature,  fuitable  to  the  fex  ;  aiul  there 
is  no  individual,  whofe  parents  or  guardians,  mailers  or  millrclTes, 
will  take  the  trouble  to  apply,  but  will  be  admitted  into  fome  one  of 
thefe  fchools,  and  if  they  are  unable  to  pay,  will  he  taught  gratis ; 
it  ought  not  to  be  omitted,  that  there  is  a  fchool  f  )r  the  Africans 
pf  every  fhade  or  colour,  kept  under  th?  care  a^id  at  the  e^penfe  of 
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the  Qiiakert,  into  which  are  admitted  gratis,  flaves  as  well  as  frelo 
perfons  of  whatever  age,  of  both  fcxes,  and  taught  reading,  writing, 
•rithnnetic,  knitting,  fewing,  and  other  ufeful  female  accomplifli- 
ments :  this  fchoq)  was  originally  inftituted  by  private  fubfcriptioni 
of  the  fociety,  with  a  view  to  prepare  that  degraded  race  for  a  better 
fituation  in  civil  life ;  but  the  will  of  the  late  Anthony  Benezet,  of 
benevolent  memory,  a  confiderable  donation  from  the  fuciety  in  Eng- 
land, and  fome  other  charitable  devifcs,  have  provided  funds  ade- 
iquate  to  its  future  fupport,  and  it  will  no  longer  be  burthenfome  to 
individuals. 

Sundny  fchools,  for  the  inftru6lion  of  children  who  would  other- 
wife  fpend  that  day  in  idlenefs  or  mifchief,  have  lately  been  infti- 
Cuted,  and  it  h  to  be  hoped  will  tend  to  amend  the  morals  and  con- 
duct of  the  rifing  generation. 

The  public  library  of  Philadelphia  is  a  mod  ufeful  inftitution ;  it 
contains  near  ten  thoufand  volumes,  well  fele^ed,  for  the  informa- 
tion and  improvement  of  all  ranks  of  the  citizens ;  they  are  depolited 
in  an  elegant  building  lately  creded,  in  a  modern  ftyle,  and  are 
acceffible  every  day  in  the  week  except  Sunday.  Here  the  man  of 
learning  may  confult  the  work  of  the  remoteft  ages,  and  trace  hif- 
Cories,  arts  and  fciences,  from  their  infancy  to  this  prefent  ftate  of 
improvement ;  and  the  mechanic,  the  labourer,  the  (Indent  or  ap- 
prentice, may  be  fupplied  with  books  to  improve  their  minds  or 
amufe  them  in  their  vacant  hours  at  home.  The  comp.i.ny  conflfla 
of  fome  hundreds  of  proprietors,  incorporated  by  charter,  who  pay 
ten  fliillings  annually  for  the  purchafe  of  new  books  and  defraying 
incidental  expenfes ;  twelve  dire<5lors  are  annually  chofen,  who  ma- 
nage the  concerns  of  the  company  and  keep  a  correfpondence  with 
Europe,  from  whence  they  are  regularly  fupplied  with  new  publica- 
tions of  reputation  and  merit. 

The  corporation  have  lately  ordered  the  ftreets,  lanes,  and  alle}»» 
to  be  marked  at  every  interfeftion  of  each  other,  and  the  houfes  to 
be  numbered.  The  names  painted  on  boards,  with  an  index  hand 
pointing  to  the  progreffion  of  the  numbers,  are  already  affixed  at  tht 
corners  of  the  ftreets,  fo  that  with  the  aid  of  the  direftory  a  ftranger 
may  find,  without  dilHctilty,  any  houfe  whofe  ftreet  and  number 
known. 

The  city,  within  a  few  years  pad,  has  experienced  a  very  remark- 
able revolution  in  refpedl  to  the  healthinefs  of  its  inhabitants  :  the 
bill  of  mortality  proves  that  the  number  of  deaths  has  confiderably 
decreafed  fine;  the  year  1 783,  notvvithil»adiiig  the  great  increafe  of 
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itt  poptilation ;  this  change  in  favour  of  health  and  life  is  afcribed 
by  pliylicians  to  the  co-operation  of  the  following  caufes :  ift,  The 
arching  the  dock,  whereby  a  very  noxioui  and  hftenfive  nuif.ince 
was  removed.  2d,  The  cultivation  of  the  lots  adjoining  and  partly 
furrounding  the  city,  whereby  another  cxtcnfive  fourcc  of  putrid 
exhahtions  is  dried  up.  3d,  An  increafcd  care  in  clcanfing  the  ftrcets* 
4th,  An  incrcafe  of  horticulture,  and  coni'cqucntly  a  greater  con* 
fumption  of  vegetable  aliments.  5th,  The  inftltution  of  the  dif- 
penfary,  which  hns  extended  medical  aid  to  many  hundreds  in  ayear« 
who  either  periflied  for  the  want  of  it,  or  were  facrificed  by  quacks* 
6th,  The  more  improved  ftate  of  phyfic,  whence  feveral  difeafet 
formerly  fatal  in  moft  inflances  are  better  underfiood  and  treated^ 
and  therefore  more  generally  cured.  And  7th,  From  a  general  dif» 
fufion  of  knowledge  among  all  clalFes  of  people,  from  their  libraries, 
their  numerous  focietics,  monthly,  weekly,  and  dai'^  publications, 
whence  the  people  at  large  are  better  acquainted  than  formerly  with 
the  means  of  preferving  their  health,  as  may  be  exemplified  in  one 
inflance  ;  there  was  but  one  de.ith  in  the  fummer  of  179*  from 
drinking  cold  water,  whereas  fonie  years  ago  twenty  has  not  been  an 
uncommon  number  from  this  (ingle  caufe. 

In  this  account  of  Philadelphia,  it  may  be  necefTary  to  notice,  in  as 
concife  a  manner  as  pofliblc,  the  malignant  fever  which  made  fuch 
dreadful  ravages  there  in  the  year  1793.  This  account  we  fliall  ex* 
tradt  from  a  pamphlet  written  on  that  fubjeft  by  Matthew  Carey, 
M.  D.  of  Philadelphia. 

Previoufly  to  the  appearance  of  the  malignant  fever  at  Philadel- 
''-'.,  the  profperity  of  that  city  was  fuch  as,  by  the  introduction  of 
luxury,  could  not  but  ferioufly  alarm  thofe  who  confidered  *  how 
far  the  virtue,  the  liberty,  and  the  happinefs  of  a  nation  depend  on 
its  temperance  and  fober  manners ;'  and  although  it  were  prefumption, 
adds  the  author,  to  '  attempt  to  fcan  the  decrees  of  Heaven,  yet  few, 
I  believe,  will  pretend  to  deny,  that  fomething  was  wanting  to  hum- 
ble the  pride  of  a  city,  which  was  running  on  in  full  career  to  the 
goal  of  prodigality  and  difiipation.* 

HoM'  low  this  prodigal  and  luxurious  city' was  bowed  in  the  au- 
tumn of  1 7.Q3,  may  be  gathered  from  the  fiibjoined  Itatement : 

"  Moft  people  who  could  by  any  means  make  it  convenient,  fled 
from  the  city.  Of  thofe  who  remained,  many  fliut  themfelves  up 
in  their  houfes,  and  were  afraid  to  walk  the  ftreets.  The  fmoke  of 
tobacco  being  regarded  as  a  preventative,  many  perfons,  even  wo- 

VoL.!!*  .4j  1  men 


4l6  GENERAL    DESCRIPTION 

men  tnd  fmall  boys,  had  fegnrt  conftantly  in  their  mouthi.    Others 
placing  f'lll  confidence  in  garlic,  chewed  it  almoft  the  whole  day  ; 
foiiic  kept  it  in  their  (hoei.    Many  were  afraid  to  allow  the  barbers 
Af  hair^dirflers  to  come  near  them,  as  inftances  had  occurred  of 
fomo  of  them  having  ikaved  the  dead,  and  many  of  them  had  en- 
gaged as  bleeders.     Some  who  carried  their  caution  pretty  far, 
botight  lancets  for  themfelves,  not  daring  to  be  bled  with  the  lancets 
of  the  bleeders.    Sonuf,  houfes  were  hardly  a  moment  in  the  day  free 
from  the  fmell  of  gunpowder,   burned  tobacco,   nitre,   fprinkled 
vinegar,  &:.    Many  of  the  churches  were  almoft  deferted,  and  fome 
wholly  doled.     The  coffee-houfe  was  (hut  up,  as  was  the  city  li-> 
brary,  and  mod  of  the  public  offices ;  three  out  of  the  four  daily 
papers  were  dropped,  as  were  fome  of  the  other  papers.    Many  weie 
almoll  inceflantly  purifying,  fcouring  and  whitewafliing  their  rooms. 
Thofe  who  \eiitured  abroad,  had  handkerchiefs  or  fponges  impreg- 
nated  with  vinegar  or  camphor  at  their  nofes,  or  elfe  fmelling-bottles 
with  the  thieves'  vinegar.    Others  carried  pieces  of  tarred  rope  in 
their  hands  or  pockets,  or  camphor  bags  tied  round  their  necks. 
The  corpfes  of  the  moft  refpeiftable  citizens,  even  thofe  who  did 
not  die  of  the  epidemic,  were  carried  to  the  grave  on  the  fliafts  of  a 
chair,  the  horfe  driven  by  a  negro,  unattended  by  a  friend  or  re- 
lation, and  without  any  fort  of  ceremony.    People  haftily  fliifted 
their  courfe  at  the  fight  of  a  bearfe  coming  towards  them.     Many 
never  walked  on  the  foot  path,  but  went  into  the  roiddle  of  the 
itreets,  to  avoid  being  infefted  in  pafling  by  houfes  wherein  people 
had  died.    Acquaintances  and  friends  avoided  each  other  in  the 
Areets,  and  only  iignified  their  regard  by  a  cold  nod.    The  old 
euftom  of  ihaking  hands  fell  into  fuch  general  djfufe,  that  many 
were  affronted  even  at  the  offer  of  the  hand.    A  perfon  with  a  crape 
or  any  appearance  of  mourning,  was  iliunned  like  a  viper.  And  many 
valued  themfeivcs  highly  on  the  icill  and  addrefs  with  which  they  got 
to  windward  of  every  perfon  they  met.     Indeed  it  is  not  probable 
that  London,   at  the  laft  (lage  o(  the  plague,   exhibited  ilronger 
marks  of  terror  than  were  to  be  feen  in  Philadelphia,  from  the  a  5th 
or  a6th  of  Augull  till  pretty  late  in  September.    When  people  fum- 
moned  up  refolution  to  walk  abroad  and  take  the  air,  the  lick*cart 
conveying  patients  to  the  hofpital,  or  the  hearfe  carrying  the  dead 
to  the  grave,   which  were  travelling  almoft  the  whole  day,  fooa 
damped  their  fpiriis,  and  plunged  them  again  into  defpondeacy." 
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How  entirely  fociety  was  diflblved,  an  t  sJl  the  charitici  and  ac- 
commodations of  life  fufpended,  the  following  circumftances  will 
^lew: 

**  With  the  poor  the  cafe  was,  as  might  be  expected,  infinite!/ 
worfe  th:m  with  the  rich.  Many  of  thefe  have  pcridied,  without  a 
human  being  to  hand  them  a  drink  of  water,  to  adiDtnifler  medi- 
cines, or  to  perform  any  chatitable  otRce  for  them.  Viuious  in- 
Hances  have  occurred,  of  dead  bodies  found  lying  in  the  llicct«,  of 
pcrfons  who  had  no  houfc  or  habitatiun,  and  could  procure  no 
ilielter. 

"  A  man  and  his  wife,  once  in  affluent  circumftances,  were  foun'l 
lying  dead  in  bed,  and  between  them  was  theii  child,  a  iitile  iffant^ 
who  was  fucking  its  mother's  Ureafts.  How  long  they  nudl.ui'.  ^ui 
was  uncertaiiu 

**  A  woman,  whofe  hulband  had  juftdiedof  a  fever,  was  fiii.'cd 
with  the  pains  of  labour,  and  had  nobody  to  alTiil:  ht-r,  as  the  wmv  n 
in  the  neighbourhood  were  afraid  to  go  into  the  lioufe.  She  I  .y  fov 
a  confiderable  time  in  a  degree  of  anguifti  that  will  not  bciv  tici^.riu- 
tion  ;  at  length  fhe  ftrugglcd  to  reach  the  window,  and  '  <:k>\  out 
for  afliftance :  two  men,  pafling  by,  went  up  Hairs,  but  thoy  came 
at  too  late  a  fiage  ;  (lie  was  llriving  with  death,  and  aiftually  in  a  tew 
minutes  expired  in  their  arms. 

"  Another  woman,  whofe  hulband  and  two  ciiiMren  lay  dead  hi 
the  room  with  her,  was  in  the  (atne  lituatiou  as  t  ic  former,  without 
a  midwife,  or  any  other  perfon  to  aid  her.  Her  cries  at  the  wiiidfv 
brought  up  one  of  the  carters  employed  by  the  committee  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  Tick.  With  his  aififtance  (lie  was  delivered  of  a  child, 
which  died  in  a  few  minutes,  as  did  the  mother,  who  was  utterly  ex- 
haufted  by  her  labour,  by  the  diforder,  and  by  the  dreadful  i(!e(f\ricle 
before  her.  And  thus  lay  in  one  room  no  lefs  than  five  dc?:l  !■  viites, 
an  entire  family,  carried  off  in  an  hour  or  two.  Many  indmces 
have  occurred  of  relpeilable  women,  who,  in  their  lyint^  in,  have 
been  obliged  to  depend  on  their  maid  lervants  for  Milila.icc ;  and 
fome  have  had  none  but  from  their  hulbands.  So-nc  of  the  uiidwives 
were  dead,  and  others  had  left  the  ciry. 

**  A  fervant  girl  belonging  to  -i  family  in  this  city,  in  which  the 
fever  had  prevailed,  was  apprehenfive  of  danger,  and  refolved  to  re- 
move to  a  relation's  houfe  in  the  country  ;  flie  was,  however,  taken 
fick  on  the  road,  and  returned  to  town,  where  fljc  could  find  no  [)er- 
ioa  to  receive  her.    One  of  the  guardians  of  the  poor  provided  a 
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cart,  and  took  her  to  the  alms-houfe,  into  which  flie  was  rcfiifcd  ad. 
mittance.  She  was  broughi:  back,  and  the  guardian  offered  five  dol- 
lars to  procure  her  a  fingle  night's  lodging,  but  in  vain.  And  in 
line,  after  every  effort  made  to  provide  her  flielter,  flie  abfolutely 
Expired  in  the  cart. 

"  To  relate  all  the  frightful  cafes  of  this  nature  that  occurred 
would  fill  a  volume. 

"  The  public  diilrefs  was  confiderably  increafed  by  the  abfence  of 
the  prefident,  and  of  inoft,  if  not  all,  of  the  other  federal  officers  j 
the  governor  too,  and  almoft  all  the  officers  nf  ftate,  were  abient  or 
had  retired  :  except  the  mayor  and  one  other  niagiftrate,  the  muni- 
cipal officers  like>.vife  were  away  :  fo  that,  when  the  city  moft  needed 
counfeilors,  ihe  was  moft  deflitute  of  counfel.  The  firft  viftim,  as 
far  as  is  known,  was  feized  by  the  diiorder  on  the  16th  or  27th  of 
July,  and  died  on  the  6th  or  7th  of  Auguft.  The  difeafe  Ipread 
during  Auguft  ;  and  the  alarm  increafed  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  on 
the  loth  ot  September  the  Mayor  called  a  meeting  of  the  citizens, 
at  which  very  fcw  attended,  though  ten  citizens  offered  themielvea 
as  affiftants  to  the  guardians  of  the  poor.  On  the  14th,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  traniadt  the  whole  of  the  bufiucls  relative  to  the 
lick,  to  procure  phyiicians,  nurfes  and  attendants.  It  confifted  of 
twenty-fix  perfons  :  but,  by  the  death  of  four,  and  by  the  defeition 
of  four  others,  it  was  reduced  to  eighteen.  Thefe  eighteen,  men 
chiefly  in  the  middle  walks  of  life,  from  the  day  of  their  appoint- 
tnent  till  the  ceflluion  of  the  fever,  watched  over  the  firk,  the  poor, 
the  widow  and  the  orphan,  with  fuch  vigilance  a^  tn  check  the  pro- 
grefs  of  deftruft'on,  eminently  to  re'ievc  the  diftreffed,  and  to  rellore 
confidence  to  the  terrified  inhabitants  of  I'hihidelphia." 

Of  the  operations  of  this  comuiittte,  a(i  infti  iiciive  account  is  given 
by  our  author,  which  we  cannot  detail.  They  confifted  principally  in 
meafures  for  the  burial  of  the  dead,  in  the  rcniov  al  of  the  fick  to  the  hof- 
pital  at  Bufli-hill,  and  in  borrowing  motley  from  the  bank  of  North- 
America  to  relieve  the  diftreffed;  of  whom  there  occurred  weekly 
twelve  hundred  people,  many  of  them  having  fdmilies  of  four,  five,  and 
fix  perfons.  The  numerous  deaths  of  heads  of  families  left  a  very  large 
body  of  children,  for  whom  it  was  neceffary  to  provide  ;  and  henco 
the  committee  found  themfelves  obliged  to  eftablifli  an  orphan 
houfe :  nor  were  their  labours  clofed  till  they  had  provided  for  the 
cleanfing  and  purification  of  the  houfes  in  which  the  fever  had  pre- 
vailed.. It  was  not  till  the  14th  of  November  that  they  fiaally  ad- 
drtfled  their  fcliow-citijcns,  informing  them  of  the  refloratiun  of  the 
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city  to  as  great  a  degree  of  health  as  ufually  had  prevailed  at  the  fanio 
i'eufon. 

Dr.  Carey  bellows  great  and  merited  praife  on  Mr.  Stephen  Gerrard, 
II  wealthy  merchant,  and  a  native  of  France,  who,  with  a  ipirit  truly 
Nneviilent  and  magnanimous,  offered  to  fuperintend  the  hofpital  at 
Buni-hill.  To  the  energetic  philanthropy,  and  perlevering  exertions 
vf  this  exalted  character,  and  his  voluniary  aifociates,  is  to  be  attru 
butedthe  ultimate  eradication  of  this  dreadful  contagion  from  the  city. 
They  found  the  holpital  in  the  moft  wretched  and  deplorable  ftate, 
but,  thro'  their  united  efforts,  the  greateft  order  was  foon  introduced, 
lit  this  hofpital,  before  Sept.  16th,  '*  a  profligate,  abandoned  fet  of 
nurfci  and  attendants  (hardly  any  of  good  charafler  could  at  that 
time  be  procured)  rioted  on  the  provifions  and  comforts,  pre- 
pared for  the  fick,  who,  unlefs  at  the  hours  when  the  doctors 
atteoded,  were  left  almoft  entirely  deftitute  of  every  ailiftance. 
The  dying  and  dead  were  indifdriminately  mingled  together. 
The  evacuations  of  the  fick  were  allowed  to  remain  in  the  moft 
oAcnfive  Hate  imaginable  ;  not  the  fmalleft  appearance  of  or- 
der or  regularity  exlfled.  It  was,  in  fad,  a  great  human  flaughter- 
houfc,  where  numerous  viffims  were  immolated  at  the  altar  of  riot 
and  intemperance.  No  wonder,  then,  that  a  general  dread  of  the 
plaee  prevailed  thiongh  the  city,  and  that  a  removal  to  it  was  confi- 
dered  a»  the  feal  ot  death.  In  confequence,  there  were  various  in- 
ftances  of  lick  perfons  locking  their  rooms,  and  refilling  every  at- 
tempt to  carry  them  away.  At  length,  the  poor  were  fo  much  afraid  of 
being  fwnt  to  iiufli-hill,  that  they  would  not  acknowledge  their  illnefs* 
until  it  was  no  longer  polfible  to  conceal  it." 

iSiK'h,  liowever,  was  the  regularity  introduced  by  the  managers; 
and  lili'h  wa..  the  carvi  and  tendernefs  with  which  they  treated  the  pa- 
tlenti,  and  v.hicli  they  oblij^ed  the  attendants  to  obferve,  that,  in  a 
week  or  two,  the  application  for  tdmilTion  became  importunate -{ 
and  it  was  neceirny,  by  requiring  a  certificate  from  a  phyfician, 
I'pecifying  that  the  Ijearer  laboured  under  the  fever,  to  guard  againft 
inipropur  objects.  Of  the  number  of  patients  received,  about  five 
hundred  died  (one  third  of  the  whole)  within  two  days  after  iheir 
adniillion. 

At  the  end  of  his  account  of  the  Bufli-hill  hofpital.  Dr.  Carey 
ndds  the  following  obfcivation  concerning  its  adive  and  beneficent 
managers,  which  wo  feel  a  plcafure  in  infcrting: 

"  lieforc  1  conclude  this  chapter,  let  mc  add,  that  the  pcrfeverance 
of  ihc  mana^crii  of  that  holpital  has  been  equally  meritorious  with 
•'  their 
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their  original  beneficence.  During  the  whole  calamity  to  this  time 
they  have  attended  uninterruptedly,  for  fix,  feven,  or  eight  hours  a 
day,  renouncing  almoft  every  care  of  private  affairs.  They  have 
bad  a  laborious  tour  of  duty  to  perform — to  encourage  and  comfort 
the  fick — to  hand  them  necefl*aries  and  medicines — to  wipe  the  fweat 
off  their  brows — and  to  perform  many  difgufting  offices  of  kindnefs  fot 
them,  which  nothing  could  render  tolerable,  but  the  exalted  mo- 
tives that  impelled  them  to  this  heroic  condu^.*' 

This  difeafe  proved  particularly  fatal  to  phyficians  and  to  tfie 
clergy,  in  confequence  of  its  contagious  nature.  Of  the  profligate, 
and  of  the  corpulent,  few  are  faid  to  have  recovered.  The  French, 
who  were  fettled  in  Philadelphia,  efcaped  its  ravages  in  a  remarkable 
manner.  The  negroes  did  not  totally  ei'cape,  though  not  many  were 
leized  with  the  fever  ;  and  in  thefe  it  is  faid  to  have  yielded  more 
cafily  to  medicine  than  in  the  whites.  An  opinion  prevailed  that 
cold  and  rain  extinguifhed  the  diforder,  but  this  is  fliewn  by  the 
prefent  writer,  from  a  flatcment  of  the  weather,  to  have  beea 
erroneous.  A  fimilar  error  concerning  the  plague  and  other 
contagious  difeafes  has  been  current  in  moft  countries  among  thd 
.   uninformed. 

Among  the  de/ultoty  faBs  and  r^tEllons,  with  which  Dr.  Carey's 
work  abounds,  fome  appear  worthy  of  the  notice  of  European 
readers.  The  late  dreadful  fufferings — the  lofs  of  four  thou- 
fand  lives— the  terror  and  uncomfortable  ftate  of  the  reft — the 
injury  fuftained  by  the  commercial  intereft  of  the  ftate — might 
,  til  have  been  prevented,  if  the  magiftrates  had  been  invefted 
with  autliority  to  inrerpofe  in  time,  and  if  they  had  exerted  that  aiu 
thority  properly. 

"For  a  whole  inontli,  the  dii'cafc  lurked  in  one  ftrcet,  and  was  con- 
fined to  a  few  houfcs  in  that  ftieet.  Who  can  doubt  that  it  miglit 
eafily  have  been  ftifled  in  its  birth  ?**  but  then,  is  Mr.  Carey  certain 
that  the  phyficians  and  magiftrates  were  apprized  of  the  deleterious 
nature  of  the  contagion  ?  It  might  probably,  for  fome  time,  have 
been  confounded  with  an  ordinary  epidemic  ;  and  ftatefnien  have  not 
yet  condefcendcd  to  frame  regulations  for  checking  the  ravages  that , 
common  contagious  fevers  produce  ;  though  the  defign  is  important, 
and,  as  we  believe,  prafticable. — The  afi'ertion  (p.  85)  **  that  half 
or  a  third  of  thofe  who  died  (one  thoufand  four  hundred,  or  two 
thoufand  perfons)  periflied  for  want  of  the  neceflai  y  care  and  atten- 
tion, owing  to  the  extraordinary  panic,"  muft  fill  every  brcaft,  in 
which  common  fympathy  for  human  lufieiings  refides,  with  indig- 
;      ;  '■  naut 
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iiant  grief}  and  many  at  Philadelphia  with  the    noft  lively  regret. 
The  ties  of  blood  and  of  aSedtion  appear  indeea  to  have  been  torn 
afunder  by  fear,  with  a  degree  of  violence  which  is  inconceivable  to 
a  fpedator  of  the  ufwal  alpeft  of  focial  life. 
The  following  occurs  {p.  107)  among  his  detached  obfervations : 
**  Shall  I  be  pardoned  for  paffing  a  cenfure  on  thofe,  whofe  nnif- 
taken  zeal  led  them,  during  the  moil  dreadful  ftages  of  the  calamity, 
to  crowd  fome  of  our  churches,  and  aid  this  frightful  enemy  in  his 
work  of  deftrudlion  ?  who,  fearful  left  their  prayers  and  adoration  at 
hone  would  not  find  acceptance  before  the  Deity,    reforted   to 
churches  filled  with  bodies  of  contagious  air,   where,  with  every 
breath,  they  inhaled  noxious  miafmata  ?    To  this  fingle  caufe  I  am 
bold  in  afcribing  a  large  proportion  of  the  mortality ;  and  it  is  remark- 
able that  thofe  congregations,   whofe  places  of  worfliip  were  moil 
crowded,  have  fuffered  the  moft  dreadfully.  Will  men  never  acquire 
wifdom  ?    Are  we  yet  to  learn,  that  the  Almighty  Architect  of  the 
heavens  and  the  earth  does  not  require  "  temples  made  with  men's 
hands  ?"  that  going  to  a  place  of  worfliip,  againft  the  great  law  of 
felf'prefervation,    implanted  in  indelible  charafters  by  his  Divine 
liand,  on  the  breaft  of  every  one  of  his  creatures,  conftitutcs  no  part 
of  the  adoration  due  to  the  Maker  and  Preferver  of  mankind  >    Tliat 
^  a  meek  and  humble  heart'  is  the  temple  wherein  he  delights  to  be 
worfliipped  }    I  hope  not — I  hope  the  awful  leiTon  fome  of  our  con- 
gregations hold  forth  on  this  fubjedt,  by  a  mortality  out  of  all  pro- 
portion to  their  numbers,  will  ferve  as  a  memento  at  all  future  times 
in  the  like  critical  emergencies!" 

-    To  this  account  we  fubjoin  the  following  lift  of  the  number  of 
perfons  who  fell  a  prey  to  this  deftruftive  malady :  ;    v*  •     1 

"  Auguft 32^      ? 

**  September 144*      -i 

*•  Prober         1993 

"  November 118 

♦*  Jews,  returned  in  grofs    .......  * 

*'  Baptifts,  ditto 50 

«  Methodifts,  ditto 3» 

**  Free  Quakers,  ditto 39    '*' 

r        "  German  part  of  St.  Mary's  congregation       .     .         30    *  * 

•  -      ^     ■'         .  Total    403 1* -"^ 

#  Su  Cakky's  Shrnt  ^icnnt  <f  tht  M*^.^nmt  Fever,  Vt.  iro.  3d  edit. 

No 
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No  city  can  boaft  of  fo  many  ufeful  improvements  in  manufa^luresi 
in  the  mechanical  arts,  in  the  art  of  healing,  and  particularly  in  the 
Icience  of  humanity,  as  Philadelphia.  The  (radefmen  and  manulac' 
turers  have  become  (o  numerout,  that  they  are  beginning  to  aflb« 
ciate  for  mutual  improvement,  and  to  promote  regularity  and  uni- 
formity in  their  feveral  occupations.  The  carpenters,  the  cord- 
vrainers,  the  taylors,  the  watch-makers,  the  joiners,  and  hair-dref* 
fers,  have  already  aflbciated(  and  others  are  forming  into  companies 
upon  the  kme  plan. 

The-  Philadelphians  have  exerted  their  endeavours  with  happy 
-and  growing  fuccefs,  to  prevent  the  intemperate  ufe  of  fpirituous  liV 
^uors.  In  accompliuiing  this  benevolent  purpofe,  on  which  fo  much 
of  the  profperity  and  glory  of  their  empire  depends,  every  good  citizen 
in  the  Union  ought  cheerfully  to  lend  his  aid  and  influence.  As  one 
important  ftcp  towards  efFefting  their  defign,  they  are  encouraging 
breweries,  which  are  faft  increafing.  There  are  fourteen  already  in 
the  city,  anu  feven  or  eight  in  the  country.  The  increal'e  of  the  con- 
fumptiun  of  beer,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years  paft,  in  every  part  of 
America,  and  particularly  in  Pennfylvania,  has  been  aftoniAiing.  It 
has  become  a  fafhionable  drink,  and  it  is  not  improbable,  but  that 
in  a  few  years  it  will  come  into  univerfal  ufe  among  ail  clafles  of 
people.  In  proportion  as  the  ule  of  beer  increafes,  in  the  fame  pro- 
portion  will  the  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors  decreafe.  This  will 
be  a  happy  change.  The  Philadelphia  porter,  which  is  exported 
to  various  parts,  is  reckoned  equal  to  that  which  is  manufactured  in 
London.  "'! j;:t„ ■■■'»> ^  '■'■■\^<.  ^kmIi-'  '^-'y    .■: 

In  fliort,  whether  we  confider  the  local  fituation,  the  fize,  the 
beauty,  the  variety  and  utility  of  the  improvements  in  mechanics, 
agriculture,  and  maniifadliu'es,  or  the  induftry,  the  enterprize,  the 
humanity,  and  the  abilities  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, it  merit?  to  be  viewed  as  the  capital  of  the  flouriflilng  em- 
pire of  United  America. 


laik:aster. 


The  borough  of  J^ancaftpr  is  the  largeft  inland  town  in  the  United 
States.  It  is  the  feat  of  juftjce  in  Lancafter  county,  and  Aands  on 
Coneftoga  creek,  fixty-fix  miles,  a  little  to  the  north  of  the  weft 
from  Philadelphia.  Its  trade  is  already  large,  and  muft  increafe  in 
proportion  as  the  finrounding  country  populates.  It  contains  about 
jTcyea  or  eight  hundred  houfes,  befides  a  moil  elegant  court  houfe, 

'    .       anuiu- 
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A  number  of  handfome  churchei,  and  other  public  buildings,  add 
about  five  thnufnnd  inhRbitAnti,  a  great  proportion  of  whom  artf 
manufd^urers. 

CARLIILF.. 

Cnrline  m  the  fcnt  of  judice  in  Cumberland  county,  and  is  one 
hundred  and  twenty  milcH  weilward  of  Philadelphia.  It  contains  up-' 
wardi  of  fixteen  hundred  inhabitants,  who  lire  in  more  than  three 
hundred  (lone  houfen,  and  worfliip  in  three  churches.  They 
have  ulfo  n  court  houfc  and  a  college.  Forty  years  ago,  this  fpot 
v/M  a  wildcrnefi,  and  inhabited  by  Indians  and  wild  beaftsw  A 
like  inAance  of  the  rapid  progrefs  of  the  arts  of  civilized  life  is 
fcarcely  to  bo  found  In  biftory,  '       j 

PiTTIfiVROH, 

On  the  weftern  Hde  of  the  Allegany  mountains,  three  hundred 
and  twenty  miles  westward  of  Philadelphia,  is  beautifully  fituated  on 
a  large  plain,  which  ii  the  point  of  land  between  the  Allegany  and 
Monongahela  river,  and  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  above  their  con^ 
fluence,  in  latitude  40^  36'  north.  It  contains  about  two  hundred 
houfei,  ftorei,  and  fliopi,  and  about  a  thoufand  inhabitants,  who 
are  chiefly  Frefbyteriana  and  Epii'copr.lians.  The  furrounding 
country  is  very  hilly,  but  good  land,  and  well  ftored  with  excellent 
coal.  The  riven  abound  with  fine  Alh,  fuch  as  pike,  perch,  and 
cat  M\,  which  are  all  much  larger  than  the  fame  fpecies  on  the  eaftern 
fide  of  the  mountains. 

This  town  ii  laid  out  on  Penn'i  plan,  and  is  a  thoroughfare  for 
travellers  from  the  Eaftcrn  and  Middle  States,  to  the  fcttlement  on 
the  Ohio.  *  1   .  i,  j  .  ..    .-.;r^ 

•  UKBUKY, 

The  fljire  town  of  Northumberland  counjy,  is  fituated  on  the  eaft 
fide.of  Sufquehannah  river,  juA  below  the  junction  of  the  eaft  and 
weft  branches,  In  about  latitude  40"  53^  and  about  one  hundred 
and  twenty  miles  north*weft  ftotn  Philadelphia,  and  contains 
abuut  one  hundred  hdufei.  O 

,  ,  ■BTHLBHBM,  -    j,; 

Bethlehem  is  fituated  on  the  riter  Lehigh,  a  weftcrn  branch  of 
the  Delaware,  fifty'three  miles  north  of  Philadelphia,  in  latitude 
40*  37'.  The  town  being  built  partly  on  high  rifing  ground,  and 
partly  on  the  lower  banks  of  the  Manakes,  a  fine  creek,  which  af* 
fords  tiout  and  other  fifiiy  has  a  very  pleaf^pt  and  healthy  fi»»atioD4 

Voi..n.  3K  »b4 
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tnd  is  frequently  vifited  in  the  fumqner  fcafon  by  gentry  from  different 
parts.  The  profpe£t  is  not  extenfive,  being  bounded  very  near  by  a 
chain  of  the  Lehigh  hills.  To  the  northward  is  a  tra£l  of  lund  called 
the  dry  lands.  '  ' 

In  the  year  1787,  the  number  of  inhabitants  amounted  to  between 
five  and  fix  hundred,  and  the  houfes  were  about  fixty  in  number, 
moftly  good  ilrong  Jjuildings  of  lime-ilone.  The  town  has  fince 
confiderably  increal'ed,  and  the  number  of  inhabitants  at  prefent  are 
aboiit  one  thoufand. 

Befides  the  church  or  public  meeting^hall,  there  are  three  large 
^aciows  buildings,  &c.   .,  1*  >  i" 

I.  The  fifvgle  brethren's  or  young  men*s  honife,  facing  the  main 
ftreet  T>r  public  road.  Here  the  greateft  part  of  the  fingle  tradef- 
men,  journeymen,  and  apprentices  of  the  town  are  boarded  at  a  mo- 
derate rate,  under  the  inipeftion  of  an  elder  and  warden,  and  have, 
befides  the  public  meetings,  their  houfe  for  devotions,  and  morning 
and  evening  prayers.  Different  trades  are  carried  on  in  the  houfe  for 
the  benefit  of  the  fame.    '  ?   :■;  '■■  -  •,       ■  ■  . 

L-  2.  The  fingle  fifters,  or  young  women's  houfe,  where  they  live 
tinder  the  care  of  female  inl'peftors.  Such  as  are  not  employed  in 
private  £imilies,  earn  their  bread  mofily  by  fpinning,  fewing,  fine 
needle-work,  knitting,  and  other  female  occupations. 

Though  iliis  houfe  has  its  particular  regulations  to  preferve  order 
^nd  decorum,  and  may  perhaps  bear  fome  refemblance  to  a  nunnery, 
being  fometimes  improperly  fo  called,  yet  the  plan  is  very  different. 
The  ladies  are  at  liberty  to  go  about  their  bufinefs  in  the  town, 
or  to  take  u  walk  for  recreation ;  and  fome  are  employed  in  pri- 
vate families,  or  live  with  their  parents ;  neither  are  they  bound  t© 
remain  fing!e,  for  every  year  a  number  of  them  enter  into  the  mar- 
ried ftatc. 

As  to  their  atmofl  uniform  drefs,  the  women  in  general,  for  the 
fake  of  avoiiling  extravagance,  and  the  follies  of  fafliion,  have  hitherto 
kept  to  a  particular  fimple  drefs,  introduced  among  them  by  the 
Germans  many  years  ago.  -    •.-«••   •  ,        . 

5.  The  houfe  for  the  widow  women ;  where  fuch  as  have  not  a. 
houfe  of  their  own,  or  means  to  have  their  own  houfe  furnifiied, 
live  nearly  in  the  fame  way  as  do  the  fingle  fiften.  Such  as  are  poor, 
infirm,  and  fuperannuated,  are  affifled  or  maintained  by  the  congre- 
gation, as  is  the  cafe  with  other  members  of  the  iaoie  tliat  are  not  able 
to  Gfbtain  fubfiilence  for  themfelves. 
'V?  There 
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There  is,  befides,  an  indkution  of  a  focicty  of  married  men,  be- 
gtin  fince  the  year  1770,  for  the  fupport  of  their  widows.  A  confi- 
<leiable  fund  or  principal  has  been  raifed  by  them,  the  intereit  of 
which,  as  well  as  the  yearly  contributions  of  the  members,  is  regu- 
larly divided  among  the  widows  whofe  bufbands  have  been  members 
of  the  inftitution. 

In  thehoufe  adjoining  the  church  is  the  fchool  for  girls;  and  fince 
the  year  1787,  a  boanling  fchool  for  young  ladies  from  d;fFcient 
parts,  who  are  inftrudted  in  reading. and  writing,  both  Englifli  and 
German,  grammar,  arithmetic,  hiftory,  geography,  needle-work, 
cnufic,  &c. 

The  minifter  of  the  place  has  thefpecial  care  and  infpeftion  of  this 
as  well  as  of  the  boys  fchool,  which  is  kept  in  a  f  para  ehoufe,  fiited 
to  that  purpofc,  and  are  taught  reading  and  writing  in  both  lan- 
guages, the  rudiments  of  the  Latin  tongue,  arithmetic,  &c.  Thefe 
■fchools,  efpecially  that  for  the  young  ladies,  are  defervedly  in  very 
high  repute,  and  fcholars,  more  than  can  be  accommodated,  are  of- 
fered from  all  parts  of  the  United  States. 

Befides  the  different  houfes  for  private  tradefmen,  mechanics,  and 
others,  there  is  a  public  tavern  at  the  north  end  of  the  town,  with 
good  accommodations  ;  alfo  a  ftore,  with  a  general  aflfortment  of 
goods ;  an  apothecary's  fljop  ;  a  large  farm  yard  ;  and  on  the  lower 
part,  on  Manakes  creek,  is  a  large  tan  yard,  a  currier's  and  dyer's 
iliop,  a  grift  mill,  fulling  mill,  oil  mill  and  faw  mill ;  and  on  the 
banks  of  the  Lehigh,  is  a  brewery. 

The  town  is  fupplied  with  good  water  from  a  fpring,  which  being 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  town,  is  raifed  up  the  hill  by  a  machine  of  a 
very  fimple  confiruiftion,  to  the  height  of  upwards  of  one  hundred 
feet,  into  a  refervoir,  whence  it  is  conduded  by  pipes  into  the  fe- 
vcral  Itreets  and  public  buildings  of  the  town. 

The  ferry  acrofs  the  river  is  of  fuch  particular  contrivance,  that  a 
flat,  large  enough  to  carry  a  team  of  fix  horfes,  runs  on  a  ftrong  rope 
fixed  and  llretchcd  acrofs ;  and,  by  the  mere  force  of  the  ftream, 
without  any  other  affiftance,  crolfesthe  river  backwards  and  forwards; 
the  flat  always  being  put  in  an  oblique  direction,  with  its  foremoft 
end  verging  towards  the  line  defcribed  by  the  rope. 

The  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants,  as  we' I  as  the  people  in  the 
neighbourhood,  being  of  German  extradlion,  this  language  is  more 
in  ufe  than  the  Englilh.  The  latter,  however,  is  taught  in  the 
fchools,  and  divine  liervice  is  performed  iu  both  languages. 

3  K  a  MAZARSTH* 
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NAZARETH. 

Nazareth  is  ten  miles  north  from  Bethlehem,  and  Hxty^three  north 
from  Philadelphia  ;  it  is  a  traft  of  good  land,  containing  about  five 
thoufand  acres,  purchafcd  originally  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  George  Whit- 
field in  1740,  and  fold  two  year:  after  to  the  brethren.  Thetevvn 
was  laid  out  almoft  in  the  center  of  this  trad  in  1772.  Two  ftreets 
crofs  each  other  at  right  angles,  and  form  a  fquare  in  the  middle,  of 
three  hundred  and  forty,  by  two  hundred  feet.  The  largcll  build- 
ing is  a  ftone  houle,  ereded  in  1751;,  named  Nazareth  hall,  ninety- 
eight  by  forty-fix  long,  and  fifty-four  in  height.  In  the  lowermoll 
ftory  is  a  fpacious  meeting  hall,  or  chinch  j  the  iii>per  part  of  the 
houfe  is  chiefly  fitted  for  a  boarding-fchool,  where  youth,  from  dif- 
ferent parts,  are  under  the  care  and  infpeftion  of  the  minifter  of  the 
place  and  feveral  tutors,  and  are  inftruded  in  the  Englifli,  German, 
Latin,  and  French  languages ;  in  hiftory,  geography,  book-keeping, 
niathematics,  mufic,  drawing,  and  other  fcicnces.  The  front  of 
the  houfe  faces  a  large  fcpiare  open  to  the  fouth,  adjoining  a  fine 
piece  of  meadow  ground,  and  commands  a  molt  beautiful  and  ex- 
tenfive  profpeiT:.  Another  elegant  building  on  the  eaft  fide  of  Na- 
zareth hall  is  inhabited  by  fingle  fifters,  who  have  the  fame  regula- 
tions and  way  of  living  as  thofe  in  Bethlehem.  Etfides  their  prin- 
ci  a  mannfartory  for  fpinning  and  twilling  cotton,  tlity  have  lately 
begim  to  draw  wax  tapers. 

At  the  fouth-weft  corner  of  the  aforefaid  fquare,  in  the  middle  of 
the  town,  is  the  fingle  brethren's  houfe,  and  on  the  eaft-fouth-eaft 
corner  a  ftore.  On  the  fouthernmoft  end  of  the  ftreet  is  a  good  ta- 
vern. The  houfes  are,  a  few  excepted,  built  of  lime  ilone,  one  or 
two  fiories  high,  inhabited  by  tradefmen  and  mechanics,  moftly  of 
German  extraftion.  The  inhabitants  are  fupplied  with  water  con- 
veyed to  them  by  pipes  from  a  finefpring  n-.ar  the  town.  The  place 
h  noted  for  having  an  exceedingly  pleafant  fjtuntion,  and  enjoying  a 
pure  and  Ihlubrious  air.  Th?  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  town  and 
farms  belonging  to  it,  Schocneck  included,  conftituting  one  congre- 
gation, and  meeting  for  divine  fervice  on  Sundays  and  holidays  at 
Nazareth  hall,  was,  in  the  year  1788,  about  four  hundred  and  fifty, 
fmce  which  time  they  are  confiderably  increafed.         ' '    -  ";•     ' 

*  LITIZ. 

Litiz  is  in  Lancafter  county  and  Warwick  townftiip,  eight  miles 
ffof^  Lancaft^r^  and  f^venty  miles  weft  from  Philadelphia.   This  fct-^ 
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tlcmcnt  was  begun  in  the  year  1757.  There  are  now,  bslides  an 
elegant  church,  and  the  houfes  of  the  lingle  hrethicn  and  fingle 
fillers,  which  form  a  large, fquare,  a  number  of  houfes  for  private 
families,  with  adore  and  tavern,  all  in  one,  ftreet.  There  is  alfo  a 
good  farm  and  feveral  mill  works  belonging  to  the  place.  The 
number  of  inhabitants,  including  thofe  that  belong  to  Litiz  congrega- 
tion, living  on  their  farms  in  the  neighbourhood,  amounted  in  1787, 
to  upwards  of  three  hundred. 

The  three  laft-mentioned  towns  are  fettled  chiefly  by  Moravians, 
i  or  the  United  Biethren. 


't-U'.:  y. 


HARRISBURCH. 


Harrilburgh,  as  it  is  commonly  called,  but  legally  ftiled  Louif- 
burgh,  is  the  principal  town  in  Dauphin  county,  is  a  very  flouril^- 
•ing  place,  about  one  hundred  miles  weft  by  north  from  Philadelphia, 
It  contained,  in  1789,  one  hundred  and  thirty  dwelling  houfes,  a 
Hone  gaol,  and  a  German  church.  At  that  period  it  had  bcea 
fettled  but  about  three  years.  .     ■  ,      , 

WASHINGTON,  .'.-:--■■■ 

Three  hundred  miles  weft  of  Philadelphia,  and  beyond  the  Ohio, 
has  been  ettled  fmce  the  war,  and  ii  remarkable  for  the  variety  of 
its  manui"a<ttures  for  fo  young  and  interior  a  town  ;  it  has  thirty-two 
manufaftures  of  twcntv-two  different  kinds. 

'  POPULATION. 

In  the  grand  convention  held  at  Philadelphia  in  1787,  the  inhabi- 
tants in  this  State  were  reckoned  at  three  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand. 
In  1790,  according  to  thecenlus  then  taken,  they  were  four  hundred 
and  thirty-four  thoufand  three  hnndred  and  fevcnty-three,  being  an 
increafe  of  feventy-four  thoul;ind  three  hundred  and  fevcnty-three,  or 
twenty-four  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety-one  per  ann.  Reck- 
oning only  on  the  fame  proportion  cf  increafe,  the  prelent  number 
of  inhabitants  in  Pennfylvania  cannot  be  much  lefs  tlian  five  hundred 
and  fifty  thoufand.  The  number  of  militia  in  this  State  is  eftimated  at 
about  one  hundred  thoufand,  between  eighteen  and  fifty-three  years 
of  age. 

The  following  table  fliews  the  proportionate  population  of  each 
county,  according  to  the  cenfus  of  1 790. 
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RELIGION  AND  CHARACTER. 


The  lituation  of  religion  and  religious  rights  and  liberty  in  Penn- 
fylvania  is  a  nu.ttcr  that  defcrves  the  attention  of  all  fober  and  weii- 
tlifpofed  people,  who  may  have  thoughts  of  feeking  the  enjo\ment 
of  civil  and  religious  liberty  in  America.  This  State  always  afforded 
an  alylum  to  the  peileruted  fcfts  of  Europe.  No  church  or  fo« 
ciety  ever  was  eftabliflied  Iwcre,  no  tithes  or  tenths  can  be  demanded ; 
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•lid  though  feme  regulations  of  the  crown  of  England  excluded  two 
churches  from  a  Ihare  in  the  government  of  the  proviuce,  thefe  arc 
now  done  away  with  regard  to  every  religious  focicty  whatever.  A 
convention  of  fpecial  reprcfentatives  of  the  citizens  of  Pennfylvania 
have  hnd  under  confideration  ail  the  errors  that  had  inadvertently 
crept  into  their  conftitution  and  frame  of  government,  and,  in  the 
aA  they  have  pubhflied  for  the  examination  of  the  people,  they 
have  rejefted  the  detejlallt  half-'way  doftrine  of  Toleration,  and  have 
tfiahlljhed^  upon  firm  and  {)6rfe£tly  equal  ground,  all  denominations 
of  religious  men.  By  the  proviiions  of  the  new  code,  a  Protedant, 
a  Roman  Catholic,  and  a  Hebrew,  may  eleifl  or  be  eledled  to  any 
office  in  tlie  State,  and  purfue  any  lawful  calling,  occupation,  or 
profeflion,  •     •  . 

The  inhabitants  of  Pennfylvania  arer  principally  the  defcendants 
of  the  Englifli,  Iriih  and  Germans,  with  fome  Scotch,  Welch, 
Swedes  and  a  few  Dutch.  There  are  alfo  many  of  the  Irifli  and 
Germans  who  emigrat'-d  when  young.or  middle-aged.  T1j«  Friends 
and  Fpifcopalians  arc  chiefly  of  KngUni  extraction,  and  compofe 
about  one-third  of  the  inhabitants.  They  live  principally  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  and  in  the  counties  of  Chefter,  Philadelphia, 
Bucks  and  Montgomery.  The  Irifli  are  moftly  Prelbyterians,  but 
fome  Catholics.  Their  ancellors  came  from  the  north  of  Ireland, 
which  was  originally  fettled  from  Scotland ;  hence  they  have  fome- 
times  been  called  Scotch  Iriih,  tQ  denote  their  double  defcent ;  but 
they  are  commonly  and  more  properly  called  Irifti,  or  the  defcend- 
ants of  people  from  the  north  of  Ireland.  They  inhabit  the  weilern 
and  frontier  counties,  and  are  numerous.  ?>  :■'- 

The  Germans  compofe  about  one  quarter  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Pennfylvania.  They  are  moil  numerous  in  the  north  parts  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  counties  of  Philadelphia,  Montgomer}> 
Bucks,  Dauphin,  Lancafter,  York,  and  Northampton,  mnftly  in 
the  four  laft,  and  are  fpreading  in  other  parts.  They  confifl  of  Lu- 
therans (who  are  the  moft  numerous  feCt)  Calvinifls  or  Reformed 
Church,  Moravians,  Catholics,  Mennonifts,  Tunkers  (corruptly 
called  Dutikers)  and  Zwingfelters,  who  are  a  fpccies  of  Quakers. 
Thefe  are  all  diftinguiflied  for  their  temperance,  iaduftry,  aad 
economy. 

The  Germans  have  ufually  fifceen  of  fixty-nine  members  in  the 
Afll-mbly;  and  fome  of  them  have  arifen  to  the  firft  honours  in  the 
State,  and  now  fill  a  number  of  the  higher  offices ;  yet  the  body  of 

them 
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them  want  education.    A  literary  fpirit  his  however  of  lata  been  In- 
crcafing  among  tlicin. 

The  Baptifts,  except  the  Mcnnonlft  aiui  Tnnkcr  Bapfifts,  who 
•re  ("Jcrmnns,  ure  chicHy  the  ticfccndaiits  of  emigrants  from 
Wnlcf,  and  arc  not  nimieroiis.  A  propoitinnate  nflTemblagc  of  the 
national  prcjuviiccs,  the  manner?,  cnlloms,  religions,  niul  political 
fcntimcnts  of  all  tiicfc,  will  form  the  IVnnfvlvanian  charartcr.  As 
the  Icatlin)^  traits  in  this  charatftcr,  thus  conftitijtcd,  we  may  vrntnre 
to  mention  induftry,  frngality,  boiiicring  in  fome  inffanrcs  on  parH^ 
inony,  enterprize,  a  taflc  and  ability  for  improvements  in  niechanicn, 
in  maniifacfturcs,  in  agriculture,  in  public  buildings  and  iiiltitutions, 
In  commerce,  and  in  the  liberal  lliences;  temperance,  plaiiincfs, 
and  fimplioity  in  drefs  and  manners;  pride  and  humiliiy  in  their  ex- 
tremes ;  inoffenfivenefs  and  intrigue  ;  and  in  regard  to  religion,  va- 
riety and  HARMONY.     Such  appear  to  be  ilic  diftinguilhing  trails 

iuthe  collective  Pcnnfylvanian  charaAer. 

,\ 

LITERARY,    HUMANE,    AND  OTHER  USEFUL 
SOCIETIES.       ., 

Thefe  are  more  numerous  and  flourifliing  in  PcnnfylvaKia,  than  in 
any  of  the  United  States.  The  names  of  the  principal  of  thefe  im- 
proving inftit\itions,  the  times  when  they  were  cftablifhed,  and  the  fvmi- 
mary  of  the  benevolent  defigns  they  were  intended  to  acconiplifli, 
>vill  be  mentioned  in  their  order. 

1.  The  American  Philofophical  Society,  held  at  Philadelphia,  for 
jiromoting  ufeful  knowledge.  This  fociety  was  formed  January  ad, 
I  ib.)f  by  the  union  of  two  other  literary  focicties  that  had  fubfifted  for 
fame  time  in  Philadelphia,  and  were  created  one  body  corpoiate  and 
politic,  with  fuch  powers,  privileges,  and  immunities  as  are  necef« 
iary  for  anfwcring  the  valuable  purpofes  which  the  fociety  had  origi- 
nally in  view,  by  a  charter  granted  by  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  on  the  15th  of  March,  1780.  Thi«  fociety  have  already 
publifhed  three  very  valuable  volumes  of  their  tranfadtions ;  one  in 
1771,   oneini786,  and  the  other  in  1793.  ; 

In  1 77 1,  this  fociety  confided  of  nearly  three  hundred  mem> 
berti ;  «id  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  have  Hncc  been 
added ;  a  large  proportion  of  which  are  perfons  of  the  firit  diflinc- 
tton  in  Europe. 
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Their  charter  allows  them  to  huld  lands,  gifts,  &c.  to  the  amount 
tot  the  clear  yearly  value  of  ten  thoufaiid  budieU  ot  wheat.  Tho 
number  of  members  is  not  limited, 

a.  The  Society  for  promoting  Political  Inquiries,  confilling  of 
fifty  members,  inlUtuted  in  February,  1787. 

3.  The  College  of  Phyfitians,  inftituted  in  1787^  for  the  pro- 
motion of  medical,  anatomical,  and  chemical  knowlege,  incorpo- 
rated by  aft  of  AlTembIy>  March,  1 789. 

4.  The  Pcnnfylvunia  Hofpital,  a  humane  inftitutior  which  was 
firft  meditated  in  17150,  and  carried  into  efFecT:  by  means  of  a  liberal 
fubfcription  of  about  3000I.  and  by  the  alFiftance  of  the  All'embly, 
who,  in  i7«;i,  granted  as  much  more  for  the  purpofc.  The  prefent 
building  was  begun  in  1754,  and  finifhed  in  1756.  This  hofpital 
is  under  the  direftion  of  twelve  managers,  chofen  annually*  and  is 
vifited  every  year  by  a  committee  of  the  Aflembly.  The  accounts 
of  the  managers  are  Aibmitted  to  the  infpedtion  of  the  legiHaturc. 
Six  phyficians  attend  gratis,  and  generally  prefcribc  twice  or  three 
times  in  a  week,  in  their  turns.  This  hofpital  is  the  general  receptacle 
of  lunatics  and  madmen,  and  of  thofc  affefted  with  other  difoiders, 
nnd  are  unable  to  fupport  themfclves.  Here  they  are  humatiely 
treated  and  well  provided  for. 

5.  The  Philadelphia  Difpenfary,  for  the  medical  relief  of  the  poor. 
This  benevolent  inftitution  was  cftabliflied  on  the  12th  of  April, 

1786,  and  li  fupported  by  annual  fubfcriptions  of  thiity-five  fliillings 
each  perfon.  No  lefs  than  eighteen  hundred  patients  were  admitted 
within  fixteen  months  after  the  firft  opening  of  the  difpenikry.  It 
is  under  the  direftion  of  twelve  managers  and  fix  phyficians,  all  of 
whom  attend  gratis.  This  inftitution  exhibits  an  application  of 
fomething  like  the  mechanical  powers  to  the  purpofes  of  humanity. 
The  greateft  quantity  of  good  is  produced  this  way  with  the  leaft 
money.  *  Five  hundred  pounds  a  year  defrays  all  the  expenfes  of  the 
inftitution.  The  poor  are  taken  care  of  in  their  own  houfes,  and 
provide  every  thing  for  themfelves,  except  medicines,  cordials, 
drinks,  8ic.  •         -      . 

6.  The  Pennfylvania  Society,  for  promoting  the  abolition  of 
(laveiy,  and  the  relief  of  free  negroes  unlawfully  held  in  bondage. 
This  fociety  Was  begun  in  17  74*  and  enlarged  on  the  23d  of  April, 

1787.  The  officers  of  the  fociety  confift  of  a  prefident,  two  vice- 
prelidentsj  two  fecretaries,  a  treafurer,  four  counfellors,  an  ekding 
committee  of  twelve,  and  an  ading  committee  of  fix  members ;  all 
,    Vol.  II.  3L  of 
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of  whom,  except  the  laft,  are  to  be  chofen  annually  by  ballot  on  tl7e 
firft  Monday  in  January.  The  fociety  meet  quarterly,  and  each 
member  contributes  ten  fliillings  annually,  in  quarterly  payments, 
towards  defraying  its  contingent  expenfes. 

The  legiflature  of  this  State  have  favoured  the  humane  defigns  of 
this  fociety,  by  "  An  Adi  for  the  gradual  Abolition  of  Slavery," 
pafled  on  the  firft  of  March,  1780;  wherein,  among  other  things. 
It  is  ordained,  that  no  perfon  born  within  the  State,  after  the  pafling 
of  the  a£^,  fliall  be  confidered  as  a  fervant  for  life  ;  and  all  perpetual 
flavery  is  by  this  a£l  for  ever  aboliflied.  The  ad  provides,  that 
thofe  who  would,  in  cafe  this  aft  had  not  been  made,  have  been 
born  fervants  or  flaves,  Ihall  be  deemed  fuch,  till  they  fliall  attain 
the  age  of  twenty-eight  years ;  but  they  are  to  be  treated  in  all  rc- 
fpeds  as  fervants  bound  by  indenture  for  four  years. 

7.  The  Society  of  the  United  Brethren,  for  propagating  the  gofpel 
among  the  heathens,  inftituted  in  1787,  to  be  held  ftatedly  at  Beth- 
lehem. An  aft,  incorporating  this  fociety,  and  invefting  it  with  ail 
necelTary  powers  and  privileges  for  accomplifliing  its  pious  defigns, 
was  pafled  by  the  legiflature  of  the  State  on  the  27th  of  February, 
I788.  They  can  hold  lands,  houles,  &c.  to  the  annual  amount  of 
two  thoufand  pounds. 

Thefe  pious  Brethren,  commonly  called  Moravians,  began  a  mif- 
fion  among  the  Mahikan,  VVampano,  Delaware,  Shawanoe,  Nan- 
tikok  and  other  Indians,  about  fifty  years  ago,  and  were  fo  fiiccels- 
ful,  as  to  have  baptized  more  than  one  thoufand  fouls  on  a  profeflion 
of  Chriftianity.  Six  hundred  of  thele  have  died  in  the  Chriftian  faith  ; 
about  three  hundred  live  with  the  miflionaries  near  lake  Erie,  and 
the  reft  are  either  dead  or  apoftates  in  the  wildernefs. 

8.  The  Pennfylvania  Society,  ''or  the  encouragement  of  manu- 
faftures  and  ufeful  arts,  inftituted  in  1787,  open  for  the  reception 
of  every  citizen  in  the  United  States  which  will  fulfil  the  engage- 
ments of  a  member  of  the  fame.  The  fociety  is  under  the  direftiou 
of  a  prefident,  four  vice-prefidents  and  twelve  managers,  befides 
fubordiiiate  officers.  Each  member,  on  his  admiflion,  pays  ten  flul- 
lings  at  leaft  into  the  general  fund ;  and  the  fame  fum  annually,  till 
he  ftiall  ceafe  to  be  a  member. 

Befides  thefe,  a  very  refpeftable  infurance  company  has  lately  been 

eftabliflied  in  Philadelphia,  with  a  capital  of  fix  hundred  thoufand 

dollars,  who  have  commenced  bufinefs  to  advantage. — There  is  alio 

a  Society  for  alleviating  the  Miftiies  of  Prifous ',  and  a  Humane 
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Society,  for  the  recovering  and  reftoring  to  life  the  bodies  of  drowned 
perfons,  inflituted  in  1770,  under  the  direction  of  thirteen  ma« 
uagcrfl.— And  a  Society  for  the  aid  and  proteftion  of  Irifli  emi» 
grants. 

Alfo,  nn  Agricultural  Society ;  a  Society  for  German  emigrants  ; 
a  Marine  Society,  confifting  of  captains  of  vefTels ;  a  Charitable 
Society  for  the  fupport  of  widows  and  families  of  Preftyterian 
clergymen  ;  and  St.  George's,  St.  Andrew's,  and  the  Hibernian 
Charitable  Societies.  Moft  of  thefe  focieties  are  in  the  city  of  Phi- 
ladelphia. 

'■'-■■       ■   ■  "'••'.. 

COLLEGES,  ACADEMIES,  AND  SCHOOLS.       V    , 

From  the  cnterprifing  and  literary  fpirit  of  the  Pennfylvanians,  we 
flioutd  naturally  conclude,  what  is  faft,  that  thefe  are  numerous. 

In  Philadelphia  is  the  univerfity  of  Pennfylvania,  founded  and 
endowed  by  the  legiflature  during  the  war.  Profeflbrfliips  are  efta- 
bliflied  tn  all  the  liberal  arts  and  fciences,  and  a  complete  courfe  of 
education  may  be  purfued  here  from  the  firfl:  rudiments  of  literature 
to  the  higheft  branches  of  fcience. 

The  college  and  academy  of  Philadelphia  was  founded  by  charter 
between  thirty  and  forty  years  ago,  and  endowed  by  fubfcriptions 
of  liberal-minded  perfons.  Though  this  inflitution  was  interrupted 
in  iti  progrefs  for  feveral  years  during  the  late  war,  yet  being  re- 
f  ftabliflied  fince  the  peace,  it  has  rapidly  recovered  its  former  ftate  of 
profperity,  and  to  the  bench  of  profeflbrs  has  latel)'  been  added  one 
of  common  and  federal  law,  which  renders  it  in  reality,  though  not 
in  name,  an  univerfity.  An  adt  to  unite  thefe  two  inftitutions  has 
pafTdd  the  legi.lature.  By  their  union  they  will  conftiiute  one  of  the 
nioft  refpedtable  .'eminaries  of  learning  in  the  United  States. 

Dicklnfon  College,  at  Carlifle,  an  hundred  and  twenty  miles 
weftward  of  Philadelphia,  was  founded  in  1783,  and  has  a  principal, 
three  profeflbrs,  a  philofophical  apparatus,  a  library  confifting  of 
neatly  three  thoufand  volumes,  four  thoufand  pounds  in  funded  cer- 
tifi'.atei,  and  ten  thoufand  acres  of  land ;  the  laft,  the  donation  of 
the  State.  In  1787,  there  were  eighty  ftudents  belonging  to  this 
college  J  this  number  is  annually  increafing.  It  was  named  after  his 
Excellency  John  Dickinfon,  author  of  the  Pennfylvania  Farmer's 
Letters,  and  formerly  prefident  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council 
oi  this  State. 
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In  1787,  a  college  was  founded  at  Lancafter,  fixty-fix  miles  from 
Philadelphia,  and  honoured  with  the  naqie  of  Franklin  college,  after 
his  Excellency  Dr.  Franklin.  This  college  is  for  the  Germans,  \t\ 
which  they  may  educate  their  youth  in  their  own  language,  and  ia 
conformity  to  their  own  habits.  The  Englifli  language,  however, 
is  taught  in  it.  Its  endowments  are  nearly  the  fame  as  thofe  of 
Picki[ifon  college.  Its  truftees  confift  of  Lutherans,  Prefbyterians, 
and  Calvinills,  of  each  an  equal  number.  The  principal  is  a  LU'^ 
theran,  and  the  vice-principal  is  a  Calvinift, 

The  Epifcopalians  have  an  academy  at  York  town,  in  York 
county.  There  are  alfo  academies  at  German  town,  at  Pittfturg, 
at  Wafhington,  at  Allen's  town,  and  other  places  ;  thefe  are  endowed 
by  donations  from  the  legiflature,  and  by  liberal  contributions  of 
individuals - 

The  fchools  for  young  men  and  women  in  Bethlehem  and  Naza- 
reth, under  the  direftion  of  the  people  called  Moravians,  arc 
■upon  the  belt  eflablifliment  of  any  fchools  in  America.  Befides 
thefe,  there  are  private  fchools  in  different  parts  of  the  State ;  an4 
to  promote  the  education  of  poor  children,  the  State  have  approprir 
ated  a  large  traft  of  land  for  the  eflablifliment  of  free  fchools.  A 
great  proportion  of  the  labouring  people  among  the  Germans  and 
Irifli  are,  however,  extremely  ignorant. 

NEW    INVENTIONS. 

Thefe  have  been  numerous  and  ufefuh  Among  others  are  the 
following : — a  new  model  of  the  planetary  worlds,  by  Mr.  Rittenr 
houfe,  commonly,  but  improperly,  called  an  orrery ;  a  quadrant,  by 
Mr.  Godfrey,  called  1  'he  plagiary  name  of  Hadley's  quadrant ;  a 
Heam  boat,  io  conftrud^ed,  as  that,  by  the  afliftance  of  fleam,  ope- 
rating on  certain  machinery  within  the  boat,  it  moves  with  confidera- 
ble  rapidity  againft  the  ftreani  without  the  aid  of  hands.  MelT.  Fitch 
and  Rumfay  contend  with  each  other  for  the  honour  of  this  inven- 
tion. Befides  thefe,  there  have  been  invented  many  manufacturing 
machines  for  carding,  fpinning,  winnowing,  &c.  which  perform  aa 
immenfe  deal  of  work  with  very  little  manual  afliftance. 
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*  e6i«jstituttON. 

Y/je  ConfiitutloH  of  the  Commomvetilth  of  Pennfyhanid^  as  ratified  in 
'  Convention  the  id  day  of  Srptemder,   1 790* 

WE^  the  people  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Fennfylvania^  ordain 
iaad  eftabliHi  this  cohftitution  for  its  governmeht. 

Article  L  The  legiflative  power  of  this  conimonWeaith  Ihall  be 
Veiled  iti  a  general  AiTembly,  which  fhal  confill  of  a  fenate  andhoufe 
of  reprefematives. 

II.  The  reprefentatives  ihall  be  chofen  ahnually  by  the  citizens 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  of  each  county  refpe£tively,  on  the 
fecond  Tuefday  of  Odlober* 

IIL  No  perfon  fhall  be  a  reprefentative  who  fliall  not  have  at- 
tained the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  have  been  a  citizen  and  in- 
habitant of  the  State  three  years  next  preceding  his  ele£lion,  and  the 
laft  year  thereof  an  inhabitant  of  the  city  or  county  in  which  he 
lliall  be  dhofen ;  Unlefs  he  fhall  have  been  abfent  on  the  public  bull- 
nefs  of  the  United  States,  or  of  this  State.  No  perfon  refiding 
within  any  city,  town  or  borough,  which  (hall  be  entitled  to  a  fepa* 
rate  reprefentation,  fliall  be  ele£led  a  member  for  any  county ;  nor 
Ihall  any  perfon,  refiding  without  the  limits  of  any  fuch  city,  town 
or  borough)  be  elected  a  member  therefor. 

IV.  Within  three  years  after  the  firft  meeting  of  the  general  Af- 
fenibly,  and  within  every  fubfequent  term  of  feven  years,  an  enu- 
meration of  the  taxable  inhabitifints  fliall  be  made,  in  fuch  manner  as 
fliall  be  direfted  by  law.  The  number  of  reprefentatives  fliall^  at 
the  feveral  periods  of  making  fuch  enunieration,  be  fixed  by  the  legif- 
lature,  and  apportfoned  artiong  the  city  6f  Philadelphia,  and  the  fe- 
veral counties,  according  to  the  number  of  taxable  inhabitants  in 
each  ;  and  fliall  never  be  lefs  than  fixty,  nor  greater  than  one  hun- 
dred. Each  county  fliall  have,  at  leaft,  one  reprefentative ;  but  no 
county,  hereafter  ere£ted,  fliall  be  entitled  to  a  feparate  reprelenta* 
tion,  until  a  fuflicient  number  of  taxable  inhabitants  fliall  be  con- 
tained within  it,  to  entitle  them  to  one  reprefentative,  agreeable  to 
the  ratio  which  fliall  then  be  ellabliflied. 

V.  The  fenators  fhall  be  chofen  for  four  years  by  the  citizens  of 
Philadelphia,  and  of  the  feveral  counties,  at  the  fame  tune,  in  tho 
fame  manner,  and  at  the  fame  places,  where  they  fliall  vote  for  re* 
preferitatives. 

VI.  The  number  of  fenators  fliall,  at  the  feveral  periods  of 
making  the  enumeration  before  mentioned,  be  fixed  by  the  legifla- 
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ture,  and.  appordoned  among  the  diftri£ts  formed  as  herein  after  di< 
re^ed,  accordinj;  to  the  number  of  taxable  inhabitants  in  each  *  and 
fliall  never  be  Icfs  than  one-fourth,  nor  greater  than  one-third,  of 
the  number  df  reprefentatives. 

VII.  The  fenators  fliall  be  chofen  in  diftrifts  to  be  formed  by 
the  legiilature :  each  diflri^l  containing  fuch  a  number  of  taxable 
inhabitants,  as  fliall  be  entitled  to  ele6t  not  more  than  four  fenators. 
When  a  diitrii5l  fliall  be  compofed  of  two  or  more  counties,  they 
fliallbe  adjoining.  Neither  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  nor  any  county, 
fliall  be  divided  in  forming  a  diftriiSt. 

VIII.  No  perfon  fliall  be  a  fenator,  who  fliall  not  have  attained 
the  age' of  twenty-ii\e  years,  and  have  been  a  citizen  and  inhabitant 
of  the  State  four  years  next  before  his  eledion,  and  the  laft  year 
thereof  an  inhabitant  of  the  diflridl  for  which  he  fliall  be  chofen  ; 
unlefs  he  fliall  have  been  abfent  on  public  buflnefs  of  me  United 
States,  or  of  this  State.  '. 

IX.  Immediately  after  the  fenators  fliall  be  aflembled,  in  <;onfe- 
quence  of  the  firft  ele£tion,  fubfequent  to  the  firft  enumeration,  they 
fliall  be  divided  by  lot,  as  equally  as  may  be,  into  four  clafles.  The 
feats  <it  the  fenators  of  the  firft  clafs,  fliall  be  vacated  at  the  expira- 
tion of  the  firft  year  ;  of  the  fecond  clafs,  at  the  expiration  of  the 
fecond  year;  of"  the  third  clafs,  at  the  expiration  of  the  third  year; 
and  of  the  fourth  clafs,  at  the  expiration  of  the  fourth  year ;  (o  that 
one-fourth  may  be  chofen  every  year., 

X.  The  general  AflTembly  fliall  meet  on  the  firft  Tuefday  of  De- 
cember in  every  year,  unlefs  fooner  convened  by  the  governor. 

XI.  Each  houfe  (hall  chufe  its  fpeaker  and  other  oflicers ;  and  tL^ 
fenatc  flitill  alfo  chufe  a  fpeaker,  fro  temfortt  when  the  ipeaker  fliall 
exercife  the  office  of  governor.  /  .       '    • 

XII.  Each  lioufe  fhail  judge  of  the  qualifications  of  its  members. 
Contefied  eledtions  fliall  be' determined  by  a  committee  to  be  feleiSled, 
formed,  and  r^egulated  in  tuch  manner  as  fliall  be  dire£ted  by  law. 
A  majority  of  each  houfe  fliall  conftitute  a  quorum  to  do  bufinefs ; 
but  a  Imaller  number  may  adjourn  from  day  today,  and  may  be 
authorifed,  by  law,  to  compel  the  attendance  of  abfent  member*,  in 
fuch  manner,  and  under  fuch  penalties,  as  may  be  provided. 

XIII.  Each  liOufe  may  determine  the  rules  of  its  proceedings; 
punifli  its  members  for  cuforderly  behaviour;  and,  with  the  'concur- 
rence of  two-thirds,  expel  a  jnember ;  but  not  a  fecond  time  for 
the  fame  canfc  ;  and  fliall  have  all  other  powers  neceiTary  for  a  branch 
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5CIV.  E«ch  houfe  flwU  keep  a  Journal  of  its  proceedings,  and  pub« 
Hfli  them  weekly,  except  fuch  parti  ai  may  require  fecrecy.  And 
the  ycai  and  nnyn  o(  the  memberi,  on  any  queflion,  iliall,  at  the 
dcHre  of  any  two  of  them,  he  entered  on  the  journals. 

XV.  The  doors  of  each  houfe,  and  of  committees  of  the  whole, 
fliiiU  he  open,  uiiiefi  when  the  bufinefs  fliall  be  fuch  as  ought  to  be 
kept  (ecret.      v'    ,  -.;t^ ,..,    ,     .  .^..  ^  ,..; 

XVI.  Neither  houfe  fliall,  without  the  confent  of  the  other,  ad- 
journ for  more  than  three  d.iyi,  nor  to  any  other  place  than  that  in 
which  the  two  hoiifci  flinll  he  fitting. 

XVII.  The  fcnatori  and  reprcfentatives  fliall  receive  a  compenfa- 
tlon  for  their  fervicei,  to  be  afcertiiined  by  law,  and  paid  out  of  the 
trrafury  of  the  '-ommonwealth.  They  fliall,  in  all  cafes,  except 
treafon,  felony,  and  breach  or  furety  of  the  peace,  be  privileged 
from  arreft  during  their  attendance  at  the  fefllon  of  the  refpedHve 
houles,  and  in  going  to  and  returning  from  the  fame.  And  for  any 
fpecch  or  debate  in  either  houie  they  fliall  not  be  queflioned  in  any 
other  place. 

XVIII.  No  fcnotor  or  reprefentative  fliall,  during  the  time  for 
which  he  fliall  have  been  cicfted,  be  appointed  to  any  civil  ofiioe 
under  this  commonwealth,  which  fliall  have  been  created,  or  the 
cmolumcnti  of  which  fliall  have  been  increafcd,  during  fuch  time  ; 
niul  no  member  of  Congrcfs,  or  other  perfon  holding  any  office, 
c^ept  of  attorney  at  law,  and  in  the  militia,  under  the  United 
State!  or  this  commonwealth,  fliall  be  a  member  of  either  houf«, 
during  hii  continuance  in  Congrefs  or  in  oflice. 

'  XIX.  When  voranciei  happtn  In  either  houfe,  the  fpeaker  fliall 
ifl'iie  writ!  of  elefllon  to  fill  fuch  vacancies.  ^v'  «*;  wwif 

XX.  All  bills  for  raiflng  revenue  fliall  originate  in  the  houfe  of 
reprefentativce  j  but  the  imU  may  propofe  amendments  as  in  other 
bills. 

XXT.  No  money  fli;i!l  be  drawn  from  the  treafury,  but  in  confe- 
4uence  of  appropriations  made  by  law. 

XXII.  Every  bill,  which  fliall  have  pafled  both  houfes,  fliall  be 
prefented  to  the  governor,  If  he  approve  he  fliall  fign  it ;  but  if 
he  fliall  not  approve  he  fliali  return  it^  '^'nh  his  objedlions,  to  the 
houfe  in  which  It  fliall  have  originated,  who  fliall  enter  the  objec- 
tion! at  large  upon  their  journal!,  and  proceed  to  re-confider  it.  If;' 
after  fuch  re'Conflderation,  two*thirdi  of  that  houfe  fliall  agree  toi 
pafi  the  bilii  it  fltali  be  fcnt,  with  the  objeAlons^  to  the  other  houfe, 

*  3  L  »  by 


44^  OBVERAX   DESCRIPTION 

\>y  which  lil^ewifi:  it  fliall  he  re-cpoiidered ;  and  if  ai>prov<cd  by  two* 
thirds  q{  that  hou^,  it  iliall  be  a  law.  But  in  Ajch  cafes,  the  votes 
of  both  houfea  ihall  be  determined  by  yeas  and  nays ;  and  the  names 
of  the  perfgns  voting  for  or  againft  the  bill  iliall  be  entered  on  thp 
journals  of  each  h^ufe  refpe<^ively.  If  ^ny  bill  (l^all  not  be  rC' 
turned  by  the  governor  within  ten  days,  Sundays  excepted,  pfter  it 
fhall  have  been  pr^fented  to  him,  it  fliall  be  ^  law,  in  like  n^annep 
?s  if  he  had  figned  it,  unlefs  thf  general  Ail^erpblyv  by  their  adjoum- 
inent,  prevent  its  ^etu^n ;  in  which  cafe  it  iliall  be  a  )aw,  ^nlefs  fen| 
back  within  three  days  af^er  their  i>ext  meeting. 

XXIII.  Every  order,  refolution  or  vote,  to  which  the  concurrence  ^^ 
of  both  houfes  may  be  neceflfary,  except  on  a  queftipn  of  adjourn- 
ment, ihall  be  prefented  to  the  governor;  and,  before  if  fli^ll  take 
ffTeA,  be  approved  by  him  ;  or,  being  difapprr  red,  iliall  be  re-paifed 
by  two-thirds  of  both  houfes,  according  to  th*  rules  ^nd  lirnitaj^ons 
prefcf  ibed  in  cafe  of  a  bill. 

.:i  ■■'.       •  v;         ARTICLE    II,  ' 

^  I.  The  fupreme  executive  power  of  this  comfnonwealth  ihall  be 
veiled  in  a  governor. 

11.  The  governor  ih^U  be  chofen  on  t^e  ffscoi^d  Tuefday  of  Ofto- 
ber  by  the  citizens  of  the  commonwealth,  at  the  places  where  they 
iliall  refpeff^ively  vote  for  reprefentativcs.  The  returns  of  every 
eledion  for  governor  ihfdl  be  fealed  up,  and  tranfmitted  to  the  feat 
pf  government,  dire£led  to  the  fpe^ker  of  the  fpnate,  who  ihall  open 
and  publilh  theip  in  the  prefence  of  the  members  of  both  houfes  of 
the  legillaturc.  TJie  perfon  having  the  higheil:  number  of  vote9 
ihall  be  governor.  But  if  two  or  more  iball  be  equal  aqd  higheft  ii^ 
votes,  one  of  them  ihall  be  chofen  governor,  by  the  joint  vote  of 
the  members  of  both  houfes.  Conteiled  elections  ihall  be  ileter- 
inined  ^y  a  committee,  to  be  fetedted  from  both  houfes  of  the  le- 
giflature,  formed  and  regulated  in  fuch  mj^nner  as  ihall  be  dire6te4 
by  law.  ^ 

't,  III.  The  governor  ihall  hold  his  office  during  three  years  from  the 
third  Tuefday  of  December  next  enfuin^;  fiis  elefStipn ;  and  iliail  not 
be  capable  pf  holding  it  longer  than  pt|ie  in  any  term  of  twelve 
years. 

IV.  He  ihall  be  at  leail  thirty  years  of  age,  and  haye  been  a  citizen 
aitd  inhabitant  of  ihi$  State  fevefi  yc^fs  Aext  before  his  eledioii ;  un- 
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kft  he  fliall  have  been  abfent  on  the  public  bufinefs  of  the  United 
IStateSf  or  of  this  State. 

V.  No  member  of  Congrefs,  or  ptrfon  holding  any  office  under 
the  United  States,  or  this  State,  fliall  exercife  the  office  of  governor. 
.    yi.  The  governor  (hal),  at  fiated  times,  receive  for  his  fervices  9 
pompenfation,  which  ihall  be  neither  increafed  nor  diminiflied  during 
Ithc  period  for  which  he  Aiall  have  been  elected.    ,    ,  ^    ^ 

VII.  He  flwll  be  commander  in  chief  of  the  army  and  navy  of 
liiis  commonwealth)  and  of  the  militia ;  except  when  they  fliall  be 
called  into  the  adlual  fervice  of  the  United  Staffb. 

VIII.  He  (hall  appoint  a)l  officers,  whofe  o^ces  are  eftablifhed  by 
this  conftitutioni  or  fliall  be  eftabliflied  by  law,  and  whofe  appoint- 
ments  are  not  herein  otherwife  provided  for ;  but  no  perfon  fhall  be 
appointed  to  an  office  within  any  county,  who  fliall  not  have  been  a 
citizen  and  inhabitant  therein  one  year  next  before  his  appointment, 
if  the  county  fliall  have  been  fo  long  ere£ted ;  but  if  it  fhall  not  have 
been  fo  long  erefted,  then  within  the  limits  of  the  county  or 
counties  oiit  of  which  it  fhall  have  been  taken.  No  me.nbcr  of 
Congrefs  from  this  State,  nor  any  perlpu  hc'ding  or  exerciling  any 
.office  of  truft  or  profit  under  the  Unit<:(i  States,  fliall,  at  the  fame 
time,  hold  or  exercife  the  office  of  jmij^e,  fecretary,  treafurer,  pro- 
thoootary,  regifter  of  wills,  recorder  of  deeds,  flierilF,  or  any  office 
in  tins  State,  to  which  a  falary  is  by  law  annexed,  or  any  other  office 
which  future  legiflatures  fliall  declare  incompatible  with  offices  or 
appointments  under  the  United  States. 

IX.  He  fliall  have  power  to  remit  fines  and  forfeitures,  and  grant 
reprieves  and  pardons,  except  in  cafes  of  impeachment. 

X*  He  may  require  information,  in  V'  i  iring,  from  the  officers  in 
the  executive  department,  upon  any  fubje£t  relating  to  the  duties  of 
their  refpe£tive  offices. 

,  XI.  He  fliall,  from  time  to  time,  give  to  the  general  AfTembly  in- 
formation of  the  fl:ate  of  the  comnnonwealth,  and  recommend  tq 
their  confideration  fuch  meafures  as  he  fliall  judge  expedient. 

XII.  He  may,  on  extraordinary  occafions,  convene  the  general 
Aflembly  ;  and,  in  cafe  of  difagreement  between  the  two  houles  with 
^efpe^l  to  the  time  of  adjournment,  adjourn  them  to  fuch  time  as  he 
^all  think  proper,  not  exceeding  four  months. 

XIII.  He  fliall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed. 

XIV.  In  cafe  of  the  de^th  or  refignation  of  the  governor,  or  of 
^ia  rcnjipval  ffoiQ  officei  the  fpeaker  of  the  fenate  ihall  exercife  the 
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office  of  governor,  until  another  governor  fhall  be  duly  qualified. 
And  if  the  trial  of  a  contciled  election  fliall  continue  longer  than 
until  the  third  Tuefday  in  December  next  enfuing  the  elef^ion  of  a 
governor,  the  governor  of  the  laft  year,  or  the  fpeaker  of  the  k- 
nate,  who  may  be  in  the  exercile  of  the  executive  authority,  lliall 
continue  therein  until  the  determination  of  fuch  contefted  eleilion, 
and  until  a  governor  fliall  be  qualified  as  aforel'aid. 

XV.  A  fecretary  fliall  be  appointed  and  commiflioned  during  the 
governor's  continuanQ|  in  office,  if  he  fliall  fo  long  behave  himfelf 
well.  Me  fliall  keep  a  fair  regifler  of  all  the  official  a£ts  and  pro- 
ceedings of  the  governor,  and  fliall,  when  required,  lay  the  fame, 
and  all  papers,  minutes  and  vouchers  relative  thereto,  before  either 
branch  of  the  legiflature ;  and  fliull  perform  fUch  other  duties  as  fliall 
be  enjoined  him  by  law. 

^    -  •    '         ARTICLE    III.  '■*'■' 

I.  In  elections  by  the  citizens,  every  freeman  of  the  age  of  twenty^ 
one  years,  having  refided  in  the  Sjate  two  years  next  before  the 
eledion,  and  within  that  time  paid  a  State  or  county  tax,  which 
fliall  have  been  aflenTed  at  leail  flx  months  before  the  eleflion,  fliall 
enjoy  the  rights  of  an  elector;  provided,  that  the fons  of  perfons 
c\ualified  as  aforcfaid,  between  the  ages  of  twenty-one  and  twenty- 
two  years,  fliull  be  entitled  to  vote,  although  they  fliall  not  have 
paid  taxes. 

II.  All  ?le£tion?  fliall  be  by  ballot,  except  thofe  by  perfons  jn 
their  reprefentative  capacities,  who  fliall  vote  viva  voce*  "^  ' 

III.  EletEtors  fliall,  in  all  cafes,  except  treafon,  felony,  and  breach 
or  furety  of  the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arreft  during  their  attend- 
ance at  eledions,  and  in  going  to  and  returning  from  them. 

J"?     r;  ARTICLE    IV,  - 

I.  The  houfe  of  reprefentatives  fliall  have  the  fole  power  of  im- 
peaching.   ''    '■  ■"' 

II.  All  impeachments  fliall  be  tried  by  the  fenate.  When  fitting 
for  that  purpofe,  the  fenators  fhall  be  upon  oath  or  ai."  ation.  No 
peifon  fliall  be  convii^ed  without  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of 
the  members  prefent. 

III.  The  governor,  and  all  other  civil  officers,  under  this  com- 
nion wealth,  fliall  be  liable  to  impeachment  for  any  mifderaieanor  in 
office:  bur  judgment,  in  fych  c^es,  fliidl  not  extend  farther  than 
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to  removal  from  office,  and  difqualification  to  hold  any  office  of  ho- 
nour, triift  or  proBt,  under  this  commonwealth.  The  party,  whether 
convi<5ted  or  acquitted,  fhall  neverthelefs  be  liable  to  indictment,  trial, 
judgment  and  punifliment  according  to  law. 

*....        ...  ...'  ARTICLE    V. 

I.  The  judicial  power  of  this  commonwealth  fliall  be  vetted  in  a 
fuprenic  court,  in  courts  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general  jail  de< 
livery,  in  a  court  of  common  pleas,  orphans'  court,  regifters*  courts, 
and  a  court  of  quarter  fefllons  of  the  peace  for  each  county,  in  juf- 
tices  of  the  peace,  and  fuch  other  courts  as  the  legiflature  may,  from 
time  to  time,  eftablifli. 

II.  The  judges  of  the  fupreme  court,  and  of  the  feveral  courts 
of  common  pleas,  fliall  hold  their  offices  during  good  behaviour ; 
but  for  any  reafonable  caufe,  which  fliall  not  be  fuflicient  ground  of 
impeachment,  the  governor  may  remove  any  of  them,  on  the  ad< 
drefs  of  two-thiids  of  each  branch  of  the  legiflature.  The  judges 
of  the  fupreme  court,  and  the  prefidents  of  the  feveral  courts  of 
common  pleas,  fliall,  at  dated  times,  receive  for  their  fervices  an 
adequate  compenfation,  to  be  fixed  by  law,  which  fliall  not  be  di- 
miniflied  during  their  continuance  in  office ;  but  they  fliall  receive  no 
fees  or  perquifltes  of  officff,  nor  hold  any  other  office  of  profit  under 
this  commonwealth. 

III.  The  jurifdi^ion  of  the  fupreme  court  fliall  extend  over  the 
State ;  and  the  judges  thereof  fhall,  by  virtue  of  their  offices,  be 
juftices  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general  jail  delivery  in  the  feveral 
counties. 

IV.  Until  it  fliall  be  otherwife  directed  by  law,  the  feveral  courts 
of  common  pleas  fhall  be  eftabliflied  in  the  following  manner:  The 
governor  fliall  appoint,  in  each  county,  not  fewer  than  three,  nor 
more  than  four  judges,  who,  during  their  continuance  in  office^ 
fliall  refide  in  fuch  county.  The  State  fliall  be  divided  by  law  into 
circuits,  none  of  which  fliall  include  more  than  fix,  nor  fewer  than 
three  counties.  A  prefident  fhall  be  appointed  of  the  courts  in  each 
circuit,  who,  during  his  continuance  in  office,  fliall  refide  therein* 
The  prefident  and  judges,  any  two  of  whom  fliall  be  a  quorum, 
fiiall  compofe  the  refpcdive  courts  of  common  pleas.  "^        , . 

V.  The  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  in  each  county, 
fliall,  by  virtue  of  their  offices,  be  juflices  of  oyer  and  terminer  and 
general  jaiJ  delivery,  for  the  trial  ofcapital  and  other  offenders  therein; 

any 
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any  two  of  th<l  faid  judges,  the  prendent  being  one,  diall  be  i  qdd^ 
rum ;  but  they  fliall  not  hnld  a  court  of  oyei*  and  tenniner  or  jail 
delivery  in  any  county,  wliea  the  judges  of  the  fupt^eme  court,  oi* 
any  of  them,  (liall  be  fitting  in  the  fame  county,  l^he  party  accufedy 
as  well  as  the  commonwealth)  may,  under  fiich  regulations  as  fliaU 
be  prtrfcribed  by  law,  remove  the  indi^ment  and  proceedings,  or  a 
tratircript  thereof,  into  the  fupreme  court. 

VI.  The  fiiprcme  court  and  the  fcveral  courts  of  commoh  pleatf 
fliall,  befide  the  powers  herctrtfore  nlually  exercifcd  by  them,  havri 
the  powers  of  a  court  of  chancery,  fo  far  as  relates  to  the  perpe- 
tuating teitimcny,  the  obtaining  of  evidence  fronii  places  not  withiti 
the  State,  and  the  care  of  the  perfons  and  edates  of  thnfe  who  are 
moH  competes  mentis ;  and  the  legillature  fhall  veil  in  the  faid  courts 
fuch  other  powers,  to  grant  relief  in  equity,  as  fliali  be  found  ne> 
ceilliry;  and  may,  from  time  to  time,  enlarge  or  diminiih  tbofe 
powers,  or  veft  them  in  fuch  other  courts  as  they  fliall  judge  proper, 
for  the  due  adminiftration  of  judice. 

VJI.  The  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  each  county^ 
any  two  of  whom  fliall  be  a  quorum,  fliall  cumpofe  the  court  of 
quarter  feflions  of  the  peace  and  orphans'  court  thereof ;  and  th6 
regifter  of  wills,  together  with  the  faid  judges,  or  any  two  of  them, 
fliall  compofe  the  regifter's  court  of  each  county. 

VIII.  The  judges  of  the  courts  of  common  pleas  fliall,  within 
their  refpeftive  counties^  have  the  like  powers  with  the  judge*  of 
the  fupreme  court,  to  iffue  writs  of  certiorari  to  the  juftices  of  th»j 
peace,  and  to  caufe  their  proceedings  to  be  brought  before  them) 
and  the  like  right  and  juflice  to  be  done. 

IX.  The  prefident  of  the  court  in  each  circuit,  within  fuch  cir- 
cuit, and  the  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  within  their  re- 
fpe^tive  countie',  flaall  be  jiiflices  of  the  peace  fo  for  as  relates  to 
triminal  matters.  "     '  ' 

X.  The  governor  fliall  appoint  a-^ompetent  number  of  juftices  of 
the  peac;.,  in  fuch  convenieht  diflruEls  in  each  county,  as  are  or  fliall 
be  directed  by  law  j  they  fliall  be  commiflioned  during  good  beha- 
viour, but  may  be  removed  on  conviftion  of  milbehaviour  in  ofl?c^f 
or  of  any  infamous  crime,  or  on  the  addrefs  of  both  houfes  of  the 
legiflature. 

XI.  A  regifter's  office  for  the  probate  of  wills  arid  gitinting  letter* 
«f  adniiniflration,  and  an  office  for  the  recording  of  deeds,  fliall  be 
Itept  in  each  count/.         '       •  »  ** 

'^'*  XII.  The 
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Xll.  The  ftyle  of  all  procefles  (hall  be,  The  commonwealth  of 
J'cnnfylvania  ;  a!l  profccutions  fluU  be  carried  on,  ui  the  name  and 
ty  the  authority  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pcnnfylvania,  and  con- 
tlude,  itgahifl  t/jt  />CiH-c  and  ilignity  e/lbefutne, 

"■'■■"•■'  ■  '  ■  \      ■-■■■'     ^    ' 

ARTICLE    VI. 

I.  Sheriffs  and  coroners  (hall,  at  the  times  and  places  of  elcftion 
yjf  rcprcfentativcJ,  bechofen  by  the  citizens  of  each  county.  Two 
pcrfons  (liall  be  chofen  for  each  office,  one  of  whom,  for  each  rcf- 
peAively,  fliall  be  appointed  by  the  governor.  They  (liali  hold  thtir 
offices  for  three  years,  if  tliey  Iliall  fo  long  behave  themfelves  well, 
and  until  a  fucrcflbr  be  duly  quali  icd  ;  bnt  no  perfon  fliall  be  twice 
chofen  or  nppointed  llieriff  in  any  term  of  fix  years.  Vacancies  in 
cither  of  the  fai'j  olilces  (liall  be  filled  by  a  new  appointment  to  b» 
made  by  the  governor,  to  continue  \intil  the  next  general  election, 
and  until  n.  fuccefTor  ihalloi  chofen  and  q\?alified  as  aforefaid. 

II.  Tiic  freemen  of  this  commonwealth  fliall  be  armed  and  difci- 
jpllncd  for  its  defence.  Thoie  who  confcientioufly  fcrnpic  to  bear 
arms,  flr.iU  not  be  cotnpciled  to  do  fo,  but  fliall  pay  an  equivalent 
for  perfonal  fervice.  The  militia  ofticers  (hall  be  s4)pointed  in  fuch 
hianner  and  for  fuch  time  as  fliall  be  direcf^ed  by  law. 

III.  Prothonotaries,  clerks  of  the  peace,  and  orphans'  courts,  re- 
corders of  deeds,  regiftcrs  of  will?)  and  (herifFs,  fliall  keep  their  of« 
fices  in  the  county  town  of  the  county  in  which  they  refpc^t.ively 
fliall  be  officers,  unlefs  when  the  governor  fliall,  for  fpecial  reafon?, 
difpenfe  therewith  for  any  term  not  exceeding  five  years,  after  the 
county  fliall  have  been  erected. 

IV.  All  commilfions  fliall  be  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority 
«f  the  commonwealth  of  Pennfylvania,  and  be  fealed  with  the  ftate 
feal,  and  figned  by  the  governor. 

V.  The  ftate  treniiuer  fliall  be  appointed  annually  by  the  joint 
vote  of  the  members  of  both  houfcs ;  all  other  officers  in  the  treafury 
department,  -attorni.s  at  law,  eledion  officers,  officers  relating  to 
taxes,  to  the  poor  and  highways,  conftables,  and  other  townfhip 
officers,  fliall  be  appointed  in  fuch  mnnner  as  is  or  fliall  be  diredtcd 
by  law. 

ARTICLE    VIL 

I.  Tlie  legiflature  fliall,  as  foon  as  conveoiiently  may  be,  provide 
by  law  for  the  eftablifliment  of  fchools  throughout  the  State,  in  fuefi 
manner  that  the  poor  may  be  taught  gratis. 

Vol.  II.  *  3  M  n.  The 
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«     ■  IL  The  arts  and  fciences  ihall  be  promoted  m  one  or  mote  femi* 
jiaries  of  teaming.  .  .  .,,j 

III.  The  rights,  privileges,  immunities,  and  eftates  of  religious 
focieties  and  corporate  bodies,  fhall  remain  as  if  the  conftitutionof  this 
State  had  not  been  altered  or  ameudedi 

ARTICLE    Vm. 
Members  of  the  general  AiTcmbly,  and  all  officers,  executive  and 
judicial,  (ball  be  bound  by  oath  or  affirmation  to  fupport  the  co^fti- 
tution  of  this  commonwealth,  and  to  perform  the  duties  of  their  re« 
.pedive  offices  with  fidelity. 

A  R  T  1 C  L  E    IX. 

That  the  general,  great*  and  eflential  principles  of  \liberty 
and  free  government  may  be  recognifed  and  unaltervbiy 
eftabliflied.  We  declare,  ^ 

I.  That  all  men  are  born  equally  free  and  independent,  and  have 
certain  inherent  and  indefeaiible  rights,  among  wbich  are  thpfe  of 
enjoying  and  defending  life  and  libeity,  of  acquiring,  pofleffing,  and 
protecting  property  and  reputation,  and  of  purfuing  their  awn  hap- 
pinefs. 

II.  That  all  power  is  inherent  in  the  people ;  and  all  free  govern* 
yients  are  founded  on  cheir  authority,  and  inftituted  for  their  peace, 
fafety  and  bappinefs.  For  the  advancement  of  thofe  enth^  they  have, 
at  all  timesf  an  unalienable  and  indefeafible  r^ht  to  alter,  refprm, 
or  abolifh  their  government,  in  fuch  manner  as  they  may  think 
proper. 

III.  That  all  men  have  a  natural  and  indefeafible  right  to  worfhip 
Almighty  God  according  to  the  dictates  of  their  own  confciences ; 
that  no  man  can,  of  right,  be  r oiupelled  to  attend,  ere£t,  or  fupport 
any  place  of  worfliip,  or  to  maintain  any  miniftry,  againft  his  con* 
fent ;  that  no  human  authority  can,  in  any  cafe  whatever,  control 
or  interfere  with  the  rights  of  confcience;  and  that  no  preference 
fliall  ever  be  given,  by  law,  to  any  religious  eftablifluxients  ot  modes 
of  worfliip. 

IV.  That  no  perfon,  who  acknowledges  the  being  of  a  God,  and 
;>'a  future  ftateof  rewards  and  punifliments,  flutU,  on  account  of  lv> 

religious  I'eiitimenis,  be  dilqualiiied  to  hold  any  office  «r  place  of 
truft  or  profit  under  this  commonwealth. ;     ; 
:.;      V^  That  ele^ioDi  ihall  be  free  and  equal. 

VI.  Tha 
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VI.  That  trial  by  jmy  Jhsdrbeu  hcFehiftJr^'  atidthe  rigdt  thefetkl* 
itfi^lninVibhte.  '  '  /t/ife^au.-jA  -  '  ■  '■ '  '^  ■  ■  ■Uh'i^^rstym' 

yn.  That  the  printing  prelTes  fhall  be  free  to  eveiy  peHbh,  \tho 
und^tiakd  to  examine  the  pidt>ceediQgs  of  the  legiflature  or  any 
branch  of  government;  and  no  law  (hall  ever  be  made  to  neilraio 
the  right  thereoJF.  'Th6  free  tommunication  of  thoughts  and  opiniona 
is  one  of  the  invaluable  rights  of  man ;  and  ivery  ekizen  may  freely 
ipeak,  Write,  and  print  on'  any  fubjeA,  being  refpOnfible  for  th#4 
abtife  of  that  liberty*  In  profecutioos  for  the  publication  of  pa« 
pers,  invefti^ting  the  official  condu£t  of  officer?,  or  men  in  a  public 
capacity,  or  Hvhere  the  matter  publiflied  is  proper  for  public  informa- 
tion, the  truth  thereof  may  be  given  in  evidence.  And,  in  all  in- 
diiStments  for  libels,  the  jury  (hall  bbve  a  right  to  determine  the  law 
and  the  (iifts,  under  the  diredton  of  the  court,  as  in  other  cafes. 

"VlII.  That  the  people  (hall  be  fccure  in  their  perfons,  houfes, 
papers  and  potilffions,  from  unreafonable  fearches  and  feisures ;  and 
that  no  Warrant  to  (earcb  any  place,  or  to  feize  any  perfon  or  things, 
(hall  \ffue  without  defcribing  them  as  nearly  as  may  be,  nor  without 
probalile  caufe,  fopported  by  oath  or  affirmation. 

fix.  That,  in  all  criminal  profecutions,  the  accufed  hath  a  rigH 
to  be  hea:rd  by  himfelf  and  his  couhcil ;  to  demand  the  nature  and 
caufe  of  the  accufation  againft  him ;  to  meet  the  witneiTes  face  to 
l^ce;  &  hkve  compulfory  procefs  for  obtaibing  witneiTes  in  his  &- 
vour;  and,  in  profecutions  l^  indiftment  or  infotmiation,  afpeedy 
|>ublic  trral,  by 'an  impartial  jury  of  the  vicinage ;  that  he  cannot  be 
ipompelled  to  ^ve  evidtoce  againft  himfelf;  nor  can  he  be  deprived 
bt  liis  life,  liberty  or  property,  unlefs  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers, 
or  the  law  of  thf  land. 

X.  That  no  perfon  (hall,  for  any  indictable  offence,  be  proceeded 
9gainft  criminally  by  information,  except  in  cafes  arifing  in  the  land 
or  navd  forces,  or  in  the  militia,  when  in  actual  fervice,  in  time  of 
war  or  public  danger,  or,  by  leave  of  the  court,  for  oppreffion  and 
niifdeme^nor  in  office.  No  peribn  (liall,  for  the  fame  offence,  be 
twice  put  in  jeopardy  of  life  0/  limb ;  nor  (hall  any  man's  property 
be  taken  or  apf^liied  to  public  ufe  without  th^confent  of  his  repre- 
sentatives, and  without  juft  compenfation  being  made. 

XI.  That  all  courts  (hall  be  open ;  and  every  man,  for  an  injury 
done  him  in  his  lands,  goods,  perfon  or  reputation,  (hall  have  re- 
tnedy  by  the  due  courfe  of  law,  and  right  and  juftice  adminiftered 
:witho^t  fale^  denial  or  delay.  Suits  may  be  brought  againft  the  con^' 
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nioowe«lth  in  fuch  manner,  in  fuch  courts,  and  in  fuch  cafes,  ai  thf 

legiflatnre  may  by  law  dire£t. 

XIJ.  That  no  power  of  Mpcaiv^g  lawt  fliq)!  be  fxercifed,  unlefii 

by  the  legiflature  or  its  authority. 

XIII.  That  exceffive  bail  (hall  not  be  required,  ii,or  ejiiceffxye  fines 
impofed,  nor  cruel  ptiniihments  iafli£led. 

XIV.  That  all  prifoners  fhall  be  bailable, by  iufficieoi:  (urctics,  ualeft 
for  capital  offences,  when  the  proo#  is  evident  or  prefumpti^on  great  ^ 
and  the  privileges  of  the  writ  of  hab^ias  corpus  fliaU  not  be  fuf», 
pended,  unlefs  when,  in  cafe^  of  rebellioui  or  inva^on,  the  public 
fafety  may  require  it. 

XV.  That  no  conamiffion  of  oyer  and  terpniner  or  jail  delivery 
ihall  be  iffued. 

XVJ.  I^hzt  the  perfon  of  a  debtor,  where  th?re  h  not  ftrong  pre? 
fiunption  of  fraud,  fhall  not  be  continued  in  prifoiv  after  deliverin|| 
up  his  eftate  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditoxs,  in  fuqh  manner  as  (lial^ 
be  prefcribed  by  law;. 

XVII.  That  no  expofi  faSo  law,  nor  any  law  impairing  contrajfls, 
fliall  be  made.  ^ 

XVIII.  That  no  peribn  fhall  be  sittainted  of  trea(0D  o,r  felony  by 
the  legiilature.  ^^,.,^ 

XIX.  That  no  attainder  fhall  work  corruption  of  blopd,  ^pr,  ex- 
cept duiing  the  life  of  the  offender,  forfeiture  of  eAate  to  the  com- 
monwealth  ;  that  the  eftates  of  fuch  perfoos  as  ihall  deftroy  th.eljr 
own  lives,  (hall  defcend  or  vefl  as  in  cafe  of  natural  death  ;  and  if 
any  perfon  fliail  be  killed  by  cafualty^  ther?  ihall  be  no  forfeiture  by 
reafon  thereof. 

XX.  That  the  citizens  have  a  right,  in  a  peaceable  manner,  to  a^< 
fcmble  together  for  their  common  good,  and  to  apply  to  thofe  xa^ 
vefted  with  the  powers  of  jrovornment  for  redrefs  of  grievances,  ox 
other  proper  purpofcs,  by  petition,  addrefs  or  remonflraoce. 

XXI.  That  the  right  of  the  citizens  to  bear  arnris,  ii^  defence  of 
themfelves  nnd  the  State,  fhall  not  he  queflioned. 

XXII.  That  no  finding  army  fiiall,  in  time  of  peace,  be  ke^t 
up  without,  the  confent  of  the  legiilature  ;  and  the  military  fhall,  in 
all  cafes,  and  at  all  times^  be  in  flri£^  fubordination  to  the  civil 
power. 

XXIII.  That  no  foldier  fliall,  in  time  of  peace,  be  quartered  in 
any  houfe  without  the  confent  of  the  owner,  nor  in  time  of  \yar,  but 
in  a  manner  to  be  prefcribed  by  law. 
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XXIV.  That  the  legiflature  (hall  not  grant  any  title  pf  nobility  or 
jbereditary  diftin^tion,  nor  create  any  office,  the  appointment  to 
lyhich  fliall  be  for  a  lon^  term  than  during  good  behaviour. 

XXV.  That  emigration  from  the  State  fliall  not  be  prohibited. 

XXVI.  To  ^uard  againft  tranfgreflions  of  the  high  powers  which 
yre  have  4ele^atefl,  We  declare,  That  every  thing  in  this  article  is 
ipxcepted  out  of  the  general  powers  pf  ^ovemn:)ent,  and  (kal)  fof 
fyer  fenfain  inviolate^ 

SCHEDULE. 

That  no  inconvenience  may  arife  from  the  alterations  an4 
amendments  in  the  conftit^tion  of  this  commonwealth, 
and  in  order  to  carry  the  fame  into  complete  operatiooy 
jt,  it  is  hereby  declared  an4  ordained^ 

L  That  all  laws  of  ^his  commonwealth,  in  force  at  the  time  of 
leaking  the  faid  alterations  and  amendments  in  the  faid  conftitution, 
and  not  jnconf^flent  thereAvith,  and  all  rights,  aiStions,  profecutions, 
f:laims  and  contrails,  as  well  of  individuals  as  of  bodies  corporatCi 
ihail  contii)ue  as  if  the  faid  filteratioi^s  aq^  atneodnients  h^d  not  beca 
piade,      , 

II.  That  the  preQdent  and  fupreme  executive  council  fliall  con- 
tinue to  exerc;£e  the  executive  authority  of  this  comnnonwealth  ai 
heretofore,  until  the  tljird  Tiiefday  of  December  ne^t }  but  no  in* 
termediate  vacancies  iq  th^  council  fliall  be  fupplied  by  new  ele^^ions. 

IIL  That  all  officers  |n  the  af^intment  pf  the  executive  depart- 
ment ihall  continue  in  th;;  exercife  of  the  duties  of  their  refpedive 
offices  until  the  firft  day  pf  September,  pne  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  nine^y.pn;,  unlefs  t^ir  commij^ons  fliall  fooner  expire  by  their 
own  limitations,  pr  the  faid  oflices  become  vacnnt  by  death  or  re- 
fignatiqn,  and  no  longer,  unlefs  re-appointed  and  commiiFioned  by 
the  governor ;  except  that  the  judges  of  the  ftipreme  court  fliall  hold 
fheir  offices  for  the  terms  in  (heir  commilfions  refp^^tively  exprefled. 

IV.  That  juflice  ihall  be  adniiniflered  in  the  feveral  counties  of 
^js  State,  until  the  period  aforefaid*  by  the  fame  juflices,  in  the 
fame  courts^  and  in  the  fame  manner  as  heretofore. 
^  V.  That  no  perfon,  now  in  commilfion  as  flieriff,  fhall  be  eligible 
at  the  next  eleAion,  for  a  longer  term  than  will,  with  the  time 
which  he  fliall  hayc  (eryed  iii  the  laid  office,  complete  the  term  of 
|hiee  years. 
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yi.  Thatji  until  the  firft  enurneration  fliallboimde^  as  dirc^ecl 
in,  the  fo\irth  ie&ion  of  the  firft  article  of  the  conftitution,  eftabj^flie^ 
by  this  coDvenlioD)  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  the  (everal  countiea 
(lull  be  refpedively  entitled  to  eledt  the  fame  number  of  reprefenta- 
lives  as  is  now  prefcribed  by  law. 

VUr  That  the  firA  fenate  ihall  confift  of  eighteen  members,  to  b^ 
cho&n  in  diflriAs,  formed  as  follows,  to  wit :  The  diy  of  Phila* 
delphia  and  the  counties  of  Philadelphia  and  Delaware  fliall  be  a. 
diftri^l,  and  eledl  three  fenators :  the  county  of  Chefter  (hall  be  9, 
diftriA,  and  (hall  c\e&  one  fenator :  the  county  of  Bucks  fliall  be  a  dif* 
tt'iAf  and  fliall  cleft  one  fenator :  the  county  of  Montgomery  (hall 
be  9  diftri£t,  and  (hall  ele£t  one  fenator :  the  county  of  Northamp> 
Ion  (hall  be  a  diftri£V,  and  fliall  eie£l  owe  fenator :  the  counties  of 
Lancafter  and  York  fliall  be  a  diftri£t,  and  (hall  ele6t  three  fenators : 
the  counties  of  Berks  and  Dauphin  (hall  be  a  diflrid);,  and  (hall  eleft 
|wo  fenators :  the  counties  of  Cumberland  and  Mifflin  (hall  be  a 
diflrict,  and  (hall  ele^t  one  fenator ;  the  counties  of  Northumber- 
land, Luzerne  and  Huntingdon,  (hall  be  a  diftri£^  and  (ball  ele& 
one  fenator:  the  counties  of  Bedford  and  Franklin  (hall  be  a  diflri^l;, 
and  fliall  ele£l  one  fenator ;  the  counties  of  Wedmoreland  and  AU 
Jegany  fliaV  be  a  di(lri<St,  and  (hall  eledt  one  fenator ;  and  the  coun- 
ties  of  Wa(hington  and  Fayette  (hall  be  a  diflrift,  and  (halleledt 
two  fenators ;  which  fenators  (hall  ferve  until  the  fitft  enumeration 
before  mentioned  (hall  be  i:nade,  and  the  reprefentation  in  both 
houfes  of  the  legifiature  fliall  t)f .  eflabliflied  by  law,  and  chofen  a& 
in  the  ponftitution  is  directed.  Any  vacancies  which  fliall  happen  ii^ 
the  feuate,  within  tlie  faid  time,  (hall  be  fupplied  as  ^refcribed  in 
^<|  ni^ieteenth  fedion  of  the  firft  allele. 

Vni.  That  the  election  of  fenators  fliall  be  condu£^ed,  and  the 
returns  thereof  made  to  the  fenate,  in  the  fame  manner  as  is  pre* 
fcribed  by  the  elediion  laws  of  the  State  foif  condu£ting  and  making 
return  of  the  eledion  of  reprefentatives.  In  tho£:  diftri^ts,  which 
confift  pf  qiore  than  one  county,  the  judges  of  the  diftrl£t  ele6lion9 
within  each  county,  after  having  formed  a,  return  of  the  whole  eleftion 
within  that  county,  in  fuch  manner  as  is  directed  by  law,  fliall  feiitl 
the  fame,  by  one  or  more  of  their  number,^  to  the  place  hei;ein  after 
mentioned  within  the  diflridtof  which  fuch  coutuy  is  a  part,  where 
the  judges  fo  met  (hall  compare  ^d  caft  up  the  fevcral  county  re* 
turns,  and  execute,  under  their  hands  and  feals,  one  general  and  true 
return  for  the  whole  diftrift^  tha^istofay,  the  judges  of  the  di^ 
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tfiSt  ooifipofed  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  tfie  c6ttn(?e«  of  fin- 
ladelphia  and  Delaware^,  (hall  meet  in  the  State-houfe  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia;  the  judges  of  the  diilKid  compofed  of  the  counties  of 
Lancafter  and  York  fhall  hieet  at  the  court-houfe  in  the  county  of 
Jtancafter ;  the  judges  of  the  diftrift  compofed  of  the  counties  of 
Berks  and'Daiiphin  (hall  meet  at  Middletown  in  the  county  of  Berks  i 
the  judges  of  the  di(lri£t  compofed  of  the  counties  of  Cumberland 
and  MiiHin  fliall  meet  :n  Greenwood  town(hip,  county  of  Cumber- 
land, at  the  houfe  now  occupied  by  David  Miller ;  the  judges  of 
the  diftriA  compofed  of  the  counties  of  Northumberland,  Luzerne, 
and  Huntingdon,  (hall  meet  in  the  town  of  Sunbury ;  the  judges  of 
the  difllKd  compofed  of  the  counties  of  Bedford  and  Franklin  (Iiall 
meet  at  the  houfe  now  occupied  by  John  Dickey,  in  Air  town(hip, 
Bedford  county ;  the  judges  of  the  diftri6t  compofed  of  the  counties 
of  Weftmoreiand  and  Allegany  (liall  meet  in  Weftmoreland  county, 
at  the  court-houfe  in  the  town  of  Green(borough ;  and  the  judges  of 
the  diftrid  compofed  of  the  counties  of  Wa(hington  and  Fayette 
fliall  meet  at  the  court-houfe  in  the  town  of  Wa(hington,  in  Wa(h- 
.  ington  county,  on  the  third  Tuefday  in  0£tober  refpei^ively  for  th* 
purpofes  aforefaid. 

IX.  That  the  ele£tion  of  die  governor  (hall  be  conduced,  in  the 
feveral  counties*  in  the  manner  prefcribcd  by  the  laws  of  the  State 
for  the  eledion  of  repfefentatives ;  and  the  returns  in  each  county^ 
fliall  be  feated  by  the  judges  of  the  eleAions,  and  tranfmitted  to 
the  prefident  of  the  fupreme  executive  council,  direded  to  the 
fpeaker  of  the  Senate,  as  fdon  after  the  election  as  may  be. 

Done  in  Convention  the  fecond  day  of  September,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thou(and  feven  hundred  and  ninety, 
and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
the  fifteenth.  In  teftimony  whereof  we  have  hereunto 
fttbfcribed  our  names. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN,  Presidest. 
James  Wilson,  &c.  &c. 
Joseph  Redman,  Secretary. 
Jacob  Shallvs,  Affiftam  Secretary. 


Among  other  ufeful  laws  of  this  State,  of  a  public  nature,  are, 

one  that  declares  all  rivers  and  creeks  to  be  highways ;  a  law  for 
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the  emancipation  of  negroes,  already  mentioned ;  a  bankrupt  law^ 
nearly  on  the  model  of  the  bankrupt  laWi  of  England ;  tnd  in  this 
^ear,  1794*  the  legiflature  of  Pennfylvania,  with  a  vie<v  to  foften 
the  rigour  of  peual  law,  have  paiTed  an  ad,  declaring  that  no  crinie, 
except  murder  of  the  firft  degree,  flull  be  puniihed  with  death.— 
Murder  of  the  fiift  degree  is  defined  to  be^  a  killing  by  means  of 
.poifon,  by  lying  in  wait,  or  with  other  kind  of  wilful,  deliberate, 
premeditated  intention,  or  which  (hall  be  commrtted  in  the  prepa* 
ration  or  attempt  to  perpetrate  any  arfon,  rape,  robbery,  or  bur- 
glary. 
All  other  kinds  of  killing  Aiall  be  deemed  murder  in  the  fecond 

degree.    The  kind  of  murder  to  be  afccrtained  by  a  jurya 

Peffons  liable  to  be  profecute^ll^ petit  treafon  fliall  be  proceeded 
againft  and  puniflied  as  in  other  tafes  of  murder. 

High  treafon  is  pUni(I)ed  with  confinement  in  prffon  and  the  peni- 
tentiary  houfe,  not  lei's  than  fix^  nor  more  than  twelve  years. 

Rape  not  lefs  than  ten,  nor  more  than  twentyonc  years. 

Murder  of  the  fec9nd  degree  not  lefs  than  five,  nor  more  than 
eighteen  years. 

Forgery  not  lefs  than  four,  hor  mortf  than  fifteen  years,  with  payv 
mentbf  a  fine  not  to  exceed  one  thoufand  dollars. 

Manflaughter  not  lefs  than  two,  nor  more  than  ten  years,  and 
giving  fecurity  for  good  behaviour  during  life. 

Maiming  not  lefs  than  two,  nor  more  than  fen  years,  with  a  fine 
not  exceeding  one  thoufand  dollat's. 

Perfons  being  charged  with  involuntary  manflaughter,  the  attor- 
ney-general, with  leave  of  the  court,  may  wave  the  felony,  and  pro- 
ceed againfl  them  as  for  a  mil'demeador,  and  give  in  evidence  any 
a^  of  manflaughter ;  or  the  attorney  may  charge  both  offences  m 
the  lame  indidlment,  and  the  jury  may  acqUit  the  perfon  of  one  or 
both* 

The  benefit  of  the  clergy  is  for  ever  abo)iflied«      - 
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SITUATION,   EXTENT,   &c. 

X  HIS  State  is  fituated  between  38"  3!/,  and  40**  north  latitude^ 
and  o*  and  i''  45'  weft  longitude.  It  is  ninfty-two  miles  long,  and 
twenty>foiir  miles  broad.  It  is  bounded  on  the  eaft,  by  the  river  and 
bay  of  the  fame  name,  and  the  Atlantic  ocean}  on  the  fouth,  by  a  line 
from  Fenwick's-ifland,  in  latitude  38°  29"  30'f,  drawn  weft  till  it  ia- 
terfefts  what  is  commonly  called  the  tamgrnt  Ime^  dividing  itfirom 
the  State  of  Maryland;  on  the  weft,  by  the  faid  tangent  line,  pa(- 
fing  northward  up  the  peninfula,  till  it  touches  the  weftern  part  of 
the  territorial  circle ;  and  thence  on  the  north,  by  the  faid  circle, 
defcribed  with  a  radius  of  twelve  miles  about  the  town  of  New- 
caftle. 

This  State  appears  to  have  ^rived  its  name  from  Lord  Delawar, 
who  completed  the  fettlement  of  Virginia. 

FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY,  SOIL  AND  PRODUCTIO^  S. 

The  State  of  Delaware,  the  upper  parts  of  thecounty  of  New* 
caftle  excepted,  is,  to  fpeak  generally,  extremely  low  and  level. 
Large  quantities  of  ftagnant  water,  at  particular  feafons  of  the  year, 
overfpreading  a  great  proportion  of  the  land,  render  it  equally  unfit 
fiqr  the  purpofes  of  agriculture,  and  injurious  to  the  health  of  the  in- 
habitants.  The  fpine,  or  higheft  ridge  of  the  peninfula,  runs 
through  the  State  of  Delaware,  inclined  to  the  eaftern  or  Delaware 
fide.  It  is  deiignated  in  Suflex,  Kent,  and  part  of  Ncwcaftle  county, 
by  a  remarkable  chain  of  fwamps,  from  which  the  waters  defcend  on 
each  fide,  paiSng  on  the  eaft  to  the  Delaware,  and  on  the  weft  to  the 
Chefapeak.  Many  of  the  fhrubs  and  plants  growing  in  thefe  fwamps 
are  fimilar  to  thofe  found  on  the  higheft  mountains. 

Delaware  is  chiefly  an  agricultural  Stjite.  It  includes  a  very  fertile 
tra£t  of  country ;  and  fcarcely  any  part  of  the  Union  can  be  felefted 
inore  adapted  to  the  different  purpofes  of  agriculture,. or  in  which  a 
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greater  variety  of  the  moft  ufeful  productions  cau  be  fo  convenfentfy 
and  plentifully  reared.  The  foil  along  the  Delaware  riv(.r,  and 
from  eight  to  ten  miles  into  the  interior  country,  it  generally  a  rich 
clay,  producing  large  timber,  wid  well  adapted  to  the  various  pur- 
pofes  of  agriculture.  From  thence  to  the  fvvamps  above  mentioned 
the  foil  is  light,  fandy,  and  of  an  inferior  quality. , 

The  general  slfpeft  of  the  couhtry  H  very  favourable  for  cultiva- 
tion. Excepting  fome  of  the  upper  parts  of  the  county  of  Newcaftle, 
the  furface  of  the  State  is  very  little  broken  or  irregular.  The 
heights  of  Chriftiana  are  lofty  and  commanding;  fome  of  the  hills  of 
Vratidywine  are  rough  and  ftooy ;  but  defceuding  from  thefe,  and  a 
few  others,  the  lower  country  is  fo  little  diverliBed  as  almoft  to  form 
one  extended  plain.  In  the  county  of  Newcaftlf^  the  ibil  confifts  of  a 
ilrong  clay  ;  in  Kent,  there  is  a  confiderable  mixture  of  fand  ;  and 
in  Suffex,  the  quantity  of  fand  altogether  predomiii^tes.  Wheat  is 
the  fiaple  of  this  State :  it  grows  here  in  fuch  perfection  as  not 
only  to  be  particularly  fought  by  the  manufacturers  of  flour  through^ 
tnit  the  Union,  but  alio  to  be  difiinguiflied  an4  prjeferred,  for  itsfu- 
penor  qualitiei*,  in  foreign  markets*  This  wheat  poifelTes  an  uncom- 
mon foftaefs  and  Avhitenefs,  very  favourable  to  the  iti^uufisCture  of 
fuperfine  flour,  and  in  other  refpeCts  far  exceeds  the  hard  and  flinty 
grains  raifed  in;general  on  the  high  lands,  Beiides  wheat,  this  State 
generally  produces  plentiful  crops  of  Indian  corn,  barley,  rye,  qafts^ 
flax,  buck-wheat,  and  potatoes.  It  likewife  abounds  in  natural  and  ar- 
tiflctal  meadows,  containing  a  large '  variety  of  graflb6> '  Hemp» 
cotton,  and  filk,  if  properly  attended  to,  doubtlefs  would  flovriflt 
very  well.  ,  , 

The  eaftem  fide  of  the  State  is  indented  with  a  large  number  of 
creeks,  or  fmall  rivers,  which  generally  have  a  (hort  courfe,  nu- 
merous ihoals  and  foft  banks,  (kirted  with  very  extenlive  mariUes, 
and  empty  into  the  river  and  bay  of  Delaware.  In  the  fouthern  aned* 
weflern  parts  of  this  State  ijpring  the  head  waters  of  Pocomoke, 
Wicomico,  Naitticoke,  Choptank,  Chefler,  Saflafras,  and  Bohemia 
rivers,  all  falling  into  Chefapeak  bay,  and  fome  of  them  navi- 
gable twenty  or  thirty  miles  intp  the  country,  for  vellbls  of  fifty  or 
fixty  tons. 

The  county  of  Suflex,  befides  producing  a  coniiderable  quantity 
of  grain,  particularly  of  Indian  com,  pofTefTes  excellent  grazing 
lands.  This  county  alfo  exports  very  large  quantities  of  lumber,  ob- 
tained chiefly  from  an  extenfive  fwamp,  oalkA  the  InJian  Riveror 
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Cypreft  'Swamp,  lying  partly  within  this  State,  and  partly  in  the 
State  of  Maryland.  Thii  morafa  extendi  fix  miles  from  eaft  to  well^ 
and  nearly  twelve  from  north  to  (ouikf  induding  an  area  of  nearly 
fifty  thoulJMid  acMt  of  land.  The  whole  of  this  fwamp  is  a  high  and 
level  balbo,  very  wet,  though  undoubtedly  the  higheft  land  between 
the  fea  and  the  bay,  whence  the  Pocomoke  defcendson  one  fide,  and 
Indian  river  and  SL  Martin's  on  the  other.  This  fwamp  contains  a 
great  variety  of  plants,  trees,  wild  beads,  birds,  and  reptiles. 

In  the  county  of  Suflex,  among  the  brandies  of  the  Nanticoke 
river,  large  quantities  of  bog  iron  ore  are  to  be  found.  Before  the 
revolution,  this  ore  was  worked  to  a  confiderable  extent ;  it  was 
thought  to  be  of  a  good  quality,  and  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  pur- 
pofes  of  callings.    Thefe  works  have  chiefly  fallen  into  decay. 

CIVIL  DIVISIONS. 

This  State  is  divided  into  three  counties,  viz.  Newcaftle,  Kent, 
and  Suflex,  which  are  fubdivided  into  hundreds. 

Before  the  revolution  this  diilridl  of  country  was  denominated, 
♦*  T/je  thrte  lower  Counties.** 

CHIEF    TOWNS. 

DOVER. 

Dover,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  is  the  feat  of  government.  It  flands 
on  Jones's  creek,  a  few  miles  from  the  Delaware  river,  and  confifts  of 
about  one  hundred  houfes,  principally  of  brick.  Four  ftreets  inter- 
fc£^  each  other  at  right  angles,  u-hofe  incidencies  form  a  fpacious 
parade,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  which  is  an  elegant  flate-houfe  of  brick. 
The  town  has  a  lively  appearance,  and  drives  on  a  confiderable  trade 
with  Philadelphia.  Wheat  is  the  principal  article  of  export.  The 
landing  is  five  or  fix  miles  from  the  town  of  Dover. 

KEWCASTLE. 

This  town  is  thirty-five  miles  below  Philadelphia,  on  the  weft  bank 
of  Delaware  river.  It  was  firft  fettled  by  the  Swedes,  about  the  year 
1627,  and  called  Stockholm  ;  it  was  afterwards  taken  by  the  Dutch, 
and  called  New  Amfterdair.  When  it  fell  into  the  hands  of  theEnglifli, 
it  was  called  by  its  prefent  name.  It  contains  about  fixty  houfes, 
which  have  the  afpeft  of  decay ;  it  was  formerly  the  feat  of  go- 
vernment, and  was  the  firft  town  fettled  on  Delaware  river. 

WILMING* 
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WILMIMOTOIf. 

Wilmington  ii  fituated  a  noile  and  a  half  weft  of  Delaware  river,  on 
Chrifiiana  creek,  twenty-eight  milea  fouthward  of  Philadelphia.  It  \$ 
much  thelargeftand  pleafanteft  towninthe  State,  containing  upwards 
of  four  hundred  houfes,  which  are  handfomely  built  upon  the  gentle 
aicent  of  an  eminence,  and  (how  to  great  advantage  as  you  (ail  up 
the  Delaware ;  it  contains  about  two  thoufand  four  bunded  iirfiabi* 
tanti.  In  this  town  are  two  P^eibyterian  churohes,  a  Swedilh  Epif- 
copal  church,  li  Baptift,  and  a  Qpaker  meeting,  and  a  few  Metho- 
difts.  There  is  alfo  a  flourifliing  academy  of  about  forty  or  fifty  fcho< 
lars,  who  are  taught  tlie  languages,  and  fome  ot  the  fciencin.  This 
academy,  in  proper  time,  is  intended  to  be  ercAed  into  a  college. 
There  is  another  academy  at  Newark  in  this  county,  which  was  in« 
corporated  in  1769.  Thefe  academies  were  interrupted  during 
the  war,  and  their  funds  ruined  by  the  depreciation  of  continenttd 
paper  money.    Since  the  peace  learning  feems  to  re\-ive  and  flourifli. 

MILFORD. 

Milford  is  (itnated  at  thefourceofa  fmall  river,  fifteen' miles  from 
Delaware  bay,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  fouthward  of  Philadelphia. 
This  town,  which  contains  about  eighty  houfes,  has  been  built, 
except  one  haufe,  fince  the  revolution ;  it  is  laid  out  with  much  good 
taftc,  and  is  by  no  means  difagreeable.  The  iohabttauts  are  £pifco> 
palians,  Qjjakers,  and  Methodifts. 

DVCK  CRKEK  CROSS  ROADS 

Is  twelve  miles  north-weft  from  Dover,  and  has  eighty  or  ninety 
houfes,  which  ftand  on  one  flreet.  It  carries  on  a  confiderable  trade 
with  Philadelphia,  and  is  one  of  the  largeft  wheat  markets  in  the 
Stale.    Kent  is  alfo  a  place  of  confiderable  trade. 


LEWKS 

Is  fituated  a  few  miles  above  the  light-houfe  on  Cape  Hcnlopen ; 
it  contains  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  houfes,  built  chiefly  on  a 
ftreet,  which  is  more  than  three  miles  in  length,  and  extending  along 
a  creek  which  feparates  the  town  from  the  pitch  of  the  cape.  The 
fituation  is  high,  and  commands  a  full  profpe£t  of  the  light-hottfe 
and  the  fea.  The  court-houfe  and  gaol  are  commodious  buildings, 
and  give  an  air  of  importance  to  the  town.  The  fitu^o  of  thia 
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)^1ace  muft  at  fome  future  time  render  it  confi<lenibly  important. 
Placed  at  the  entrance  of  a  bay,  which  is  crowded  with  vefleli  from  all 
parts  of  the  world,  and  which  is  frequently  dofed  with  ice  a  part  of 
the  winter  feafon,  necefllty  feenis  to  require,  and  nature  fecms  to 
fuggeft,  the  forming  this  port  into  a  harbour  for  (hipping.  Nothing 
has  prev'bnted  this  heretofore  but  the  deficiency  of  water  in  the  creek. 
This  want  can  be  cheaply  and  eafily  fupplied  by  a  fmaJI  canal,  fo  ai 
to  afford  a  paflage  for  the  waters  of  Rehoboth  into  Lewes  creek, 
which  would  enfure  an  adequate  fupply.  The  circumjacent  country 
is  beautifully  dtverfified  with  hills,  wood,  ftreams,  and  lakes,  form- 
ing an  agreeable  contrail  to  the  naked  Tandy  beach,  which  ter- 
minates in  the  cape ;  but  it  is  greatly  infefted  with  mufketocs  and 
fand  flies. 


POPULATION. 

The  population  of  Delaware,  in  the  fummer  of  1787,  was  reck> 
oned  at  thirty-feven  thoufand,  which  is  about  twenty-fix  for  ey^ry 
fquarc  mile,  according  to  the  cenfus  bf  1 790  it  was  as  follows : 
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If  the  population  of  this  State  has  increafed  fince  1 790,  in  a  like 
proportion,  its  piefent  population  muft  be  upwards  of  one  hundred 
thoufand. 

RELIGION. 

In  this  State  there  is  a  variety  of  religious  denominations.  Of  the 
Prcfbyterian  fed,  there  are  twenty-four  churches  ;  of  the  Epii'copal, 
fourteen;  of  the  Baptift,  feven ;  of  the  Mcthodift,  a  confidcrable 
number,  efpecially  in  the  two  lower  counties  of  Kent  and  Suflex,  tha 
number  of  their  churches  is  not  exactly  afcertain^d.  Befides  thefe,. 
there  is  a  Swedifli  church  at  Wilmington,  which  u  one  of  the  oldd(r 
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churches  in  the  United  States.  With  refpeft  to  the  charaftcf  of  t!i<f 
people  of  this  State,  there  is  no  obvious  diftindtion  between  them 
and  the  Pennfyivanians. 

TRADE  AND  MANUFACTURES. 

We  have  already  mentioned  wheat  as  the  ftaple  commodify  of  th'rt 
State.  This  is  minnfadtiired  into  flour  and  exported  in  large  quan* 
titles.  The  exports  from  the  port  of  Wihnington,-  where  a  number 
of  fquare-rigged  vellels  are  owned,  for  the  year  1786,  in  the  article 
of  flour,  was  twenty  thoufand  fevcn  hundred  and  eighty-three  bar- 
rels fnperfiiie ;  four  hundred  and  lifty-fcven  ditto  con>nion  ;  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty-fix  ditto  middlings ;  and  three  hundred  and  forty-fix 
ditto  iliip  liufF.  The  manufaifture  of  flour  is  carried  to  a  higher  de- 
gree of  perfcdion  in  this  State,  than  in  any  otliers  in  the  Union. 
Befides  the  well-conftrufted  mills  on  Red  Clayand  White  Clay  creeks, 
and  other  dreams  in  different  parts  of  the  State,  the  celebrated  col- 
le^ioit  of  mills  at  Brandywine  merit  a  particular  defcriptio».  Here 
are  to  be  feen,  at  one  view,  twelve  merchant  mills  (befides  a  faw 
mill)  which  have  double  that  number  of  pairs  of  ftones,  all  of  fu- 
perior  diinenfious,  and  excellent  conftru6tion.  Thcfe  mills  are  three 
miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  creeks  on  which  they  ftand,  half  a  mile 
from  Wilmington,  and  tvventy-feven  from  Philadelphia^  on  the  pofl 
road  from  the  eaftern  to  the  fouthern  States.  They  are  called  the 
}3randy\vine  miUs,  from  the  ftream  on  which  they  are  eredted. 
Thi3  flrearti  lifeS  near  the  Welch  Hiountains  in  Pennfylvania,  and  af- 
fer  5  winding  colirfe  of  thirty  or  forty  miles  through  falls,  which 
furnifli  nurncroi>s  feats  (one  hundred  and  thirty  of  which  are  already 
occupied)  for  every  fpecies  of  water  works,  en-rpties  into  Cia-iftiana 
tvecky  near  Wilmington.  The  quantity  of  wheat  manufadured  at 
ihcfc  mills  annually  is  nv)t  accurately  afcertained :  it  is  eftimated, 
however,  by  the  beft  informed  on  the  fubjeft,  that  thefe  mills  can 
%t\nd  fowl'  hundred  thouihnd  bufliels  in  a  year.  Bat  although  they 
aie  capable  of  manufacturing  this  quantity  yearly,  yet,  from  the  dif- 
ficulty of  procuring  a  permanent  fupply  of  grain,  the  inftability  of 
the  floiir-markft,  and  ofher  circumftances,  there  are  not  commonly 
itiore  than  from  about  two  hundred  and  ninety  to  three  hundred 
thoufand  bufhels  of  wheat  and  corn  manufa«Stured  here  annually.  In 
fnefallof  1789,  and  fpring  of  1790,  there  were  made  at  the  Bran* 
dywinc  mills  fifty  thoufand  barrels  of  fuperfine  flour,  one  thoufand 
three  hundred  and  fifty-four  ditto  of  common,  four  hundred  ditto 
"  t  niidJliugs, 
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inlddlings,  as  many  of  fliip  ftufF,  and  two  thoufand  ditto  corn  mea). 
The  qua^itity  of  wheat  and  corn  ground,  from  whicli  this  flour,  &c. 
was  made,  was  three  hundred  and  eight  thoufand  buftiels,  equal  to  tUf 
export  in  thofe  articles  from  the  port  of  Philadelphia  for  the  fame  y^ar. 
Thefe  mills  give  employment  to  about  two  hundred  pcrfons,  viz. 
abaut.forty  to  tend  the  mills,  from  fifty  to  fcventy  coopers,  to  make 
caflcs  for  the  flour,  a  fuflicient  number  to  man  twelve  floops,  of  about 
thirty  tons  each,  which  aj-e  employed  in  the  tranfportation  of  t!ie 
wheat  and  flour,  the  refl  in  various  other  occupations  conneiEteJ 
with  the  mills.    The  navigation  q^ite  to  thefe  mills  is  fuch,  that  a 
veflel  carrying  one  thoufand  bufliels  of  wheat  may  be  laid  along  fldft 
of  any  of  thefe  mills  ;  and  beiide  fome  of  them  the  water  is  of  fuf- 
ficient  depth  to  admit  veffels  of  twice  the  above  fize.     The  veflels 
are  unloaded  with  aflonifljing  expedition.    There  have  been  in- 
fiances  of  one  thoufand  bufliels  being  carried  to  the  height  of  four 
llories  in  four  hours.    It  is  frequently  the  cafe,  that  veffels  with  one 
thoufand  bufliels  of  wheat  come  up  ^''ith  flood  tide,  unlade,  and 
go  away  the  fucceeding  ebb,  with  three  hundred  barrels  of  flour  on 
board.    In  confequence  of  the  machines  introduced  by  the  ingenious 
Mr.  Oliver  Evans,  three  quarters  of  the  manual  labour  before  found 
npcefikry  is  UQvr  fufficient  for  every  purpofe.     By  means  of  thefe 
machines,  when  made  ufe  of  in  the  full  extent  propofed  by  the  in- 
yentor,  the  wheat  will  be  received  on  the  fliallop's  deck,  thence  car- 
ried to  the  upper  loft  of  the  mill,  and  a  confiderable  portion  of  the 
fame  returned  in  flour  on  the  lower  floor,  ready  for  packing,  without 
the  affiftance  of  manual  labour  but  in  a  very  final*  degree,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  bufinels  done.     The  tranfportation  of  Hour  from  thefe 
mills  to  the  port  of  Wilmington  does  not  require  half  an  hour  j  and 
it  is  frequently  the  cafe,  that  a  cargo  is  taken  from  the  naills  and  de- 
livered at  Philadelphia  the  fame  day.    The  fituation  of  thefe  mills  is 
very  pleafant  and  healthful.    The  firft  mill  was  built  here  about  fifty 
years  fince.    There  is  now  a  fmall  town  of  forty  houfes,  principally 
ftone  and  brick,  which,  together  with  the  mills  and  the  veflels  load^ 
ing  and  unloading  befide  them,  fumifli  a  charming  profpeft  from  the 
bridge,  from  whence  they  are  all  in  full  view. 

Befides  the  wheat  and  flour  trade,  this  State  exports  lumber  and 
various  other  articles.  The  amount  of  exports  for  the  year  ending 
September  30,  1791,  was  one  hundred  and  ninety-nine  thoufan^ 
fight  hundred  and  forty  dollars.  ■'<■'  -'*  •  '  '  r 
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PUBLIC  IMPROVEMENTS. 

BRIDGES,   &C. 

Juft  bef<Mre  the  eommencement  of  the  war,  a  work  of  confideral^te 
importance  was  begun  at  Lewes,  in  the  fouthern  part  of  the  State, 
viz.  the  ereAion  of  a  bridge  and  caufeway  from  the  town,  over  the 
creek  and  marfli  to  the  oppofite  cape.  This  expenfive  work  was 
juft  completed  when  the  Britilh  (hips  firft  came  into  the  road  of 
Lewes.  In  order  to  prevent  too  eafy  a  communication,  they  partially 
removed  it;  and  it  being  afterwards  neglefled,  it  was  in  complete^ 
ruins  at  the  dofe  of  the  war.  Abridge,  upon  the  fame  plan,  but 
upon  a  new  foundation,  has  lately  been  erected  zi  the  fole  expenfe 
of  individuals :  it  extends  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  towa 
to  the  beach,  over  a  wide  creek  and  marfli.  The  inhabitants  are 
compenfated  for  their  expenfe  by  the  facility  of  the  communica- 
tion between  the  town  and  the  cape. 

Several  canals  in  different  parts  of  this  State  are  contemplated,  one 
of  which  is  down  the  waters  of  the  Brandy  wine.  < 

■'     '  "  LIGHT-HOUSE.       '        ' 

The  light-houfe,  near  the  town  of  Lewes,  was  burnt  in  1777. 
^ince  the  war  it  has  been  completed  and  handfoinely  repaired.    It  is 
a  fine  ftone  ftrufture,  eight  ftories  high  j    the  annual  expence  of 
which  is  eftimated  at  about  fix  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  currency. 


U.f 


CONSTITUTION, 

DECLARATION   OF   RIGHTS. 


Ih    »*   V"-    ,-vf 


I.  That  all  government  of  right  originates  from  the  people,  ia 
founded  in  compact  only,  and  inftituted  folely  for  the  good  of  the 
whole. 

II.  I'hat  all  men  have  a  natural  and  unalienable  right  to  worfliip 
Almighty  God  according  to  the  diftiites  of  their  own  confciences  and 
uuderibndings ;  and  that  no  man  ought,  or  of  right  can  be  com- 
pelled to  attend  any  religious  worfh'ip,  or  maintain  any  roiniflry,  con- 
trary  to  or  againft  his  own  free  will  and  confent ;  and  that  no  autho- 
rity can  or  ought  to  De  vefted  in,  or  aflumed  by  any  power  whatever, 
that  (ball  in  any  cafe  interfere  with,  or  in  any  manner  controul,  the 
right  of  conlcicnce,  in  the  free  exercife  of  religious  worfliip. 

'      nr.  That 
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III*  That  all  peribns  profeffing  the  Chriftian  religion  ought  for 
ever  to  enjoy  equal  rights  and  privileges  in  this  State,  unlefs  under 
rolour  of  religion  any  man  difturb  the  peace,  the  happinefs  or  fafety 
of  fociety. 

IV.  That  the  people  of  this  State  have  the  fole,  excluCye,  and 
inherent  right  of  governing  and  regulating  the  internal  police  of  the; 
^ame. 

V.  That  perfons  intruded  with  the  legiflative  and  executive  povir> 
crs  are  the  truftees  and  fervants  of  the  public,  and  as  fuch  account- 
able for  their  condu£^ ;  w^jerefore,  whenever  the  ends  of  govern- 
ment are  perverted,  and  public  liberty  manifedly  endangered  by  the 
legiflative  lingly,  or  a  treacherous  combination  of  both,  the  people 
may,  and  of  right  ought  to  eflabhfii  a  new,  or  reform  the  old  Go- 
vernment. .   .; ;.  ;f 

VI.  That  the  right  in  the  people  to  participate  in  the  iegiflature 
is  the  foundation  of  liberty  and  of  all  free  government ;  and  for  this 
end  all  eledions  ought  to  be  free  and  frequent,  and  every  freeman 
having  fufficient  evidence  of  a  permanent  common  intereft  with,  and 
attachment  to  the  community,  hath  a  right  of  fuifrage. 

VII.  That  no  power  of  fufpending  laws,  or  the  execution  of  laws, 
ought  to  be  exercifed,  unlefs  by  the  Iegiflature. 

VIII.  That  for  redrefs  of  grievances,  and  for  amending  and 
firengthening  of  the  laws,  the  Iegiflature  ought  to  be  frequently  con- 
vened. 

IX.  That  every  man  hath  a  right  to  petition  the  Iegiflature  for  tlie 
redrefs  of  grievaiu:e6,  in  a  peaceable  and  orderly  manner. 

X.  That  every  member  of  fociety  hath  a  right  to  be  protefted  in 
the  enjoyment  of  life,  liberty,  and  property,  and  therefore  is  bound 
to  contribute  his  proportion  towards  the  expenfe  of  that  proteftion, 
and  yield  his  perfonal  fervice  when  neceflary,  or  an  equivalent  there- 
to ;  but  no  part  of  a  man*s  property  can  be  j  uftly  taken  from  him, 
or  applied  to  public  ufes,  without  his  own  confent,  or  that  of  his 
legal  icprefentatives  :  nor  can  any  man  ttiat  is  confcientiouily  fcru- 
pulous  of  bearing  arms,  in  any  cafe  be  j  uftly  compelled  thereto,  if 
he  will  pay  fuch  equivalent. 

XI.  That  retrofpe£tive  laws  punifliing  offences  committed  before 
the  dxiftence  of  fuch  laws,  are  oppreflive  and  unjuft,  and  ought  not 
tobetnade. 

XII.  That  every  freeman,  for  eveiy  injury  done  him  in  his  goods, 
iands,  or  perfon,  by  any  other  pcrfon,  ought  to  have  remedy  by  the 
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fourfe  of  the  law  of  the  land,  and  ought  to  have  juftice  and  right  fof 
Hhe  injury  done  to  him,  freely  without  falc,  fully  without  any  denial, 
a^nd  fpeedily  without  delay,  according  to  the  law  of  the  land. 

XIII.  That  trial  by  jury  of  facls  where  they  arife,  is  one  of  the 
greateft  fecurities  of  the  lives,  liberties,  and  eftates  of  the  people. 

XIV.  That  in  all  profecutiotis  for  criminal  offences,  every  man 
)iath  a  right  to  be  informed  of  the  accuiation  againft  him,  to  be  al- 
lowed couofel^  to  be  confronted  with  theaccufers  or  witnefles,  to 
exaiTvine  evidence  on  oath  in  his  favour,  and  to  a  fpeedy  trial  by 
9n  Impartial  jury^  without  whofe  unaninious  CQnfent  he  ought  not  to 
be  found  guilty. 

XV.  That  no  man  in  the  courts  of  common  law  ought  to  be 
(Compelled  to  give  evidence  againft  himfelf. 

XVI.  That  exceffive  bail  ought  not  to  be  required,  nor  exceflive 
fines  impofed,  nor  cruel  or  unufual  puniSiments  inflided. 

XVII.  That  all  warrants  without  oath  x6  fearch  fufpeded  places^ 
or  to  feize  any  perfon  or  his  property,  are  grievous  and  oppreffive  ; 
and  all  general  warrants  to  fearch  fufpe£ted  places,  or  to  apprehend 
all  perfons  fufpe£kcd,  without  naming  or  defcribing  the  place  or  anjr 
perfon  in  fpecial,  are  illegal  and  ought  not  to  be  granted^  •\'  ' 

XVIII.  That  a  well-regulated  militia  is  the  proper,  natural,  and 
fefe  defence  of  a  free  Government. 

XIX»  That  Handing  armies  are  dangerous  to  liberty,  and  ought 
not  to  be  raifed  or  kept  up  without  the  confent  of  the  legiflature. 

XX.  That  in  ail  cafes  and  at  all  times  the  military  ought  to  be 
uiulcr  ftrift  fubordination  to,  and  governed  by,  the  civil  power.     •'  "• 

XXI.  That  nofoldier  ought  to  be  quartered  in  any  houfe  in  time 
of  peace,  without  the  confent  of  the  owner  ;  and  in  time  of  war,  in 
fuch  manner  onjy  as  the  legiflature  fliall  direft. 

XXII.  That  the  independency  and  uprightnefs  of  judges  are  ef. 
fcntial  to  the  impartial  adminifti  ation  of  juftice,  and  a  great  fecurity 
to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people. 

XXTII.  That  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  ought  to  be  inviolably  pre- 
ftrved.      ^     ,7     ;  "■         '  *  ^        ' 
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Agreed  to  and  refolved  upon  by  the  Reprefcntatives  in  full  Con- 
vjntion  of  the  Delaware  State,  formerly  ftyled,  "  The  Government 
•>f  the  Counties  cf  Ncvvcaftle,  Kent,  and  Suflex,  upon  Delaware  ;'* 
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itie  faid  ReprefcQtatives  beiiig  chofen  by  the  freemen  of  the  fud 
State  for  that  exprefs  purpofe. 

I.  The  Government  of  the  counties  of  Newcaftle,  Kent  and  Suf- 
fex,  upon  Debware,  fliall  hereafter  in  all  public  and  other  writings 
be  called.  The  Delaware  State.  , 

II.  The  legiilature  fliall,  be  formed  of  two  d'lftind  branches^ 
They  (hall  meet  once  or  oftener  in  every  year^  and  fliall  be  called. 
The  General  As«embly  of  Delaware. 

.  III.  One  'of  the  branches  of  the  legiflature  ihall  b«  called,  The 
House  of  Assembly,  and  (hall  confift  of  feven  Reprefentatives  to 
be  chofen  for  each  county  annually,  of  fuch  perfons  as  are  free- 
holders of  the  fame. 

IV.  The  other  branch  fliall  be  called,  The  Council,  and  con- 
fift of  nine  members ;  three  to  be  chofen  for  each  county  at  the 
time  of  the  firft  ele£lion  of  the  Aflembly,  who  fliall  be  freeholders  of 
the  county  for  wliich  they  are  chofen,  and  be  upwards  of  twenty- 
five  years  of  age.    At  the  end  of  one  year  afcer  the  general  ele£):ion, 

.  the  Counfellor  who  had  the  fmallell  number  of  votes  in  each  county 
fliall  be  difplaced,  and  the  vacancies  thereby  occafioned  lupplied  by 
the  freemen  of  each  county  chooiing  the  fame  or  another  perfon  at 
9  new  ele&ion  in  manner  aforefaid.  At  the  end  of  two  years  after 
the  iirft  general  ele&ion,  the  Conufellor  who  flood  iecond  in  number 
of  votes  in  each  county  fliall  be  difplaced,  and  the  vacancies  thereby 
occaiioned  fupplied  by  a  new  election  in  manner  aforefaid.  And  at 
the  end  of  three  years  from  the  firft  general  eleftion,  the  Counfel- 
lor who  had  the  greateft  number  of  votes  in  each  county  fliall  be  dif- 
placed, and  the  vacancies  thereby  occafioned  fupplied  by  a  new  elec- 
tion in  manner  aforefaid.  And  this  rotation  of  a  Counfellor  being 
difplaced  at  the  end  of  three  years,  in  each  county,  and  his  office  fup- 
plied by  a  new  choice,  fliall  be  continued  afterwards  in  due  order  an- 
nually for  ever,  whereby,  after  the  firft  general  eleftion,  a  Coun-« 
fcllor  will  remain  iu  truft  for  three  years  from  the  time  of  his  being 
eledled,  and  a  Counfellor  will  be  difplaced,  and  the  fame  or  another 
chofen  in  each  county  at  every  elcftion.  >. 

V.  The  right  of  fuffr^ge  in  the  eledtion  of  members  for  both 
Houfes  fliall  remain  as  exercifed  by  law  at  prefent ;  and  each  Iloufe 
fliall  choofe  its  own  Speaker,  appoint  its  own  officers,  judge  of  the 
qualifications  and  elections  of  its  own  members,  fettle  its  own  rulcK 
of  proceeding,  and  dire£l  writs  of  eledtion  for  fupplying  interme- 
diate vacancies.    They  may  alfo  feverally  expel  any  of  their  ow^ 
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members  for  miftehaviour,  but  not  a  fecond  time  in  the  fame  fefllons 
iFor  the  fame  offence,  if  re-elefted ;  and  they  fliall  have  all  otKcr 
powers  neceflary  for  the  legiflature  of  a  free  and  independent  State. 

VI.  All  money-bills  for  the  fiipport  of  Government  fljall  origi- 
nate in  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly,  and  may  be  altered,  amended  or 
rejeifled  by  the  Legiflative  Council.  All  other  bills  and  ordinances 
may  take  rife  in  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly  or  Legiflative  Council,  and 
may  be  altered,  amended  or  reje^ed  by  either, 

VII.  A  prefident  or  chief  maglftrate  fliall  be  chofen  by  joint  bal- 
lot of  both  Houfes,  to  be  taken  in  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly,  and  the 
box  examined  by  the  Speakers  of  erch  Houfe  in  the  prefcnce  of  the 
other  members ;   and  in  cafe  the  numbers  for  the  two  highcft  in 
votes  ftiould  be  equal,  then  the  fpeaker  of  the  council  flialJ  have  aii 
additional  cafting  voice,  and  the  appointment  of  the  perfon  who  has 
the  majority  of  votes  (hall  be  entered  at  large  on  the  minutes  and 
Journals  of  each  Houfe  ;  and  a  copy  thereof  on  parchment,  certified 
and  ligned  by  the  fpeakers  refpeftively,  and  fealed  with  the  great 
feal  of  the  State,  which  they  are  hereby  authorifed  to  affix,  fliall  be 
delivered  to  the  perfon  fo  chofen  prefident,  who  fliall  continue  in  that 
office  three  years,  and  until  the  fitting  of  the  next  General  Aflembly, 
and  no  longer,  nor  be  eligible  until  the  expiration  of  three  years  af- 
ter he  fliall  have  been  out  of  that  oiHce.    An  adequate  but  moderate 
Hilary  fliall  be  fettled  on  him  during  his  continuance  in  office.    He 
may  draw  for  fuch  fums  of  money  as  fliall  be  appropriated  by  the 
General  Aflembly,  and  be  accountable  to  them  for  the  fame.     He 
may,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Privy-council,  lay  embargoes  or 
prohibit  the  exportation  of  any  commodity  for  any  time  not  exceed- 
ing thirty  days,  in  the  recefs  of  the  General  Aflembly.    He  fliall 
have  the  power  of  granting  pardons*  or  reprieves,  except  where  the 
proiccutit-n  fliall  be  carried  on  by  the  Houfe  of  Afl!^embly,  or  the 
law  fliall  otherwife  direft ;  in  which  cafes  no  pardon  or  reprieve 
fliall  be  graiited,  but  by  a  refolve  of  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly ;  and 
may  exercife  all  the  other  executive  powers  of  government,  limited 
and  reftraioed  as  by  this  conllitution  is  mentioned,  and  according  to 
the  laws  of  the  State.     And  on  his  death,  inability,  or  abfencc  from 
the  State,  the  fpeaker  of  the  Legiflative  Council  for  the  time  being 
iliall  be  vice-prefident ;  and  in  cafe  of  his  death,  inability,  or  ab- 
fence  from  the  State,  the  Ipeaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly  fliall 
have  the  powers  of  a  prefident,  until  a  >:ew  nomination  is  made  by 
the  General  Aflembly. 
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VIII.  A  privy 'Council  con  (i  (ling  of  four  members  (ball  be  chofen 
by  ballot,  two  by  the  Legiflative  Council,  and  two  by  tbe  Houfe  of 
Aflembly  :  provided,  that  no  regular  officer  of  the  army  or  navy  ia 
the  fervice  and  pay  of  the  Continent,  or  of  this  or  of  any  other 
State,  fliall  be  eligible.  And  a  member  of  the  Legiflative  Council 
or  of  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly  being  chofen  of  the  privy  council,  and 
accepting  thereof,  fliall  thereby  lofe  his  feat.  Three  members  fliall 
be  a  quorum,  and  their  advice  and  proceedings  fliall  be  entered  on 
record,  and  iigned  by  the  members  prefent,  (to  any  part  of  which 
any  member  may  enter  his  diflent)  to  be  laid  before  the  General 
AflTembly,  when  called  for  by  them.  Two  members  fliall  be  re- 
moved by  ballot,  one  by  the  Legiflative  Council,  and  one  by  the 
Hoafe  of  Aflembly,  at  the  end  of  two  years,  and  thofe  who  remain 
the  next  year  after,  who  fliall  feverally  be  ineligible  for  the  three 
next  years.  Thefe  vacancies,  as  we)!  as  thofe  occafioned  by  death 
or  incapacity,  fliall  be  fupplied  by  new  ele£tions  in  the  fame  man- 
ner. And  this  rotation  of  a  privy  counfellor  fliall  be  continued  af- 
terwards in  due  order  annually  fur  ever.  The  prefldent  may  by 
fummons  convene  the  privy  council  at  any  time  when  the  public  exi- 
gencies may  require,  and  at  fuch  place  as  he  fliall  think  mofl  conve- 
nient, when  and  where  they  are  to  attend  accordingly. 

IX.  The  prefident,  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  privy- 
council,  may  embody  the  militia,  and  a£t  as  captain-general  and 
commander  in  chief  of  them,  and  the  other  military  force  of  this 
State,  under  the  laws  of  the  fame. 

X.  £ither  Houfe  of  the  General  Aflembly  may  adjourn  themfelves 
refpeftively.  The  prefident  fliall  not  prorogue,  adjourn,  or  diflblve 
the  General  Aflfcmbly;  but  he  may,  with  the  advice  of  the  privy 
council,  or  on  the  application  of  a  majority  of  either  Houfe,  call 
them  before  the  time  to  which  they  fliall  ftand  adjourned ;  and  the 
two  Houfes  fliall  always  flt  at  the  fame  time  and  place ;  for  which 
purpofe,  immediately  after  every  adjournment,  the  fpeaker  of  the 
Houfe  of  Aflembly  fliall  give  notice  to  the  fpeaker  of  the  other 
Houfe  of  the  time  to  which  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly  ftands  adjourned. 

XI.  The  delegates  for  Delaware  to  the  Congrefs  of  the  United 
States  of  America  fliall  be  chofen  annually,  or  fuperfeded  in  the 
mean  time,  by  joint  ballot  of  both  Houfes  in  the  General  AfTembly. 

XII.  The  prefident  and  General  Aflembly  fliall  by  joint  ballot  ap- 
point three  juflices  of  the  Supreme  Cpurt  for  the  State,  one  of 
whom  fliall  be  chief  juftice  and  a  jiulge  of  admiralty  j  and  alfo  four 
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jiifliccs  of  the  courts  of  Common  Picas  aod  Orphans  Courtt  for 
each  county,  one  of  whom  in  each  court  Hiall  be  ftiled  Chief  Jufiico 
(and  ill  cafe  of  divifion  on  the  ballot,  the  prefident  (hall  have  an  ad- 
ditional cafting  voice,)  to  be  commiffioned  by  the  prefident  under  th«s 
great  feal,  who  fliall  continue  in  ofllice  (juring  good  behaviour  ;  and 
during  the  time  the  judices  of  the  faid  Supreme  Court  and  Courts 
of  Common  Picas  remain  in  office,  they  fliall  hold  none  other  except 
in  the  militia.  Any  one  of  the  juftices  of  either  of  faid  courts  {hall, 
have  power,  in  cafe  of  the  non-coming  of  his  brethren,  to  open  and 
adjourn  the  court.  An  adequate,  fixed,  but  moderate  falary  (hall  be 
fettled  on  them  during  their  continuance  in  office.  The  prefident 
and  privy  council  (liall  appoint  the  fecrctary  ;  the  attorney-general ; 
regifters  for  the  probate  of  wills,  and  granting  letters  of  adminif- 
tration  j  regifters  in  Chancery ;  clerks  of  the  Courts  of  Common 
rieas  and  Orphans  Courts,  and  clerks  of  the  peace  5  who  fliall  be 
commiffioned  as  aforefaid,  and  remain  in  office  during  five  years,  if 
they  behave  themfelves  well,  during  which  time  the  faid  regifters 
in  Chancery  and  clerks  (hall  not  be  juftices  of  either  of  the  faid 
courts  of  which  they  are  officers,  but  they  (hall  have  authority  to 
(ign  all  writs  by  them  ilTued,  and  take  recognizances  of  bail.  The 
juftices  of  the  peace  fliall  be  nominated  by  the  Houfe  of  Aflcmbly  j 
that  is  to  fay,  they  (hall  name  twenty-four  perfons  for  each  county, 
of  whom  the  prefident,  with  the  approbation  of  the  privy  council, 
(hall  appoint  twelve,  who  (hall  be  commiffioned  as  aforefaid,  and 
continue  in  office  during  feven  years,  if  they  behave  thenafelves 
well ;  and  in  cafe  of  vacancies,  or  if  the  legiflature  (hall  think  pro- 
per to  increafe  the  number,  they  (hall  be  nominated  and  appointed  in 
like  manner.  The  members  of  the  legiflative  and  privy  councils 
fhall  be  juftices  of  the  peace  for  the  whole  State,  during  their  conti- 
nuance in  truft:  and  the  jufl:ices  of  the  courts  of  Common  Plea^ 
fliall  be  confervators  of  the  peace  in  their  refpeftiye  counties. 

XIII.  The  juftices  of  the  courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans 
Courts  fliall  have  the  power  of  holding  inferior  courts  of  Chancery 
as  heretofore,  unlefs  the  legiflature  (hall  otherwife  dircft. 

XIV.  The  clerks  of  the  Supreme  Courts  fliall  be  appointed  by  the 
chief  juftice  thereof,  ;!nd  the  recorders  of  deeds  by  the  juftices  of  the 
courts  of  Common  Pleas  for  each  county  feverally,  and  commKUoned 
by  the  prefident  under  the  great  leal,  and  continue  in  office  five  years, 
if  they  behave  themfelves  well, 
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XV.  'f  he  (iicriffs  and  coroners  of  the  refpcftive  counties  (hall  b« 
bholen  annually  as  heretofore ;  and  any  pcrfon  having  fervcd  three 
years  as  flieriif,  fliall  be  ineligible  for  three  years  af^cr  j  and  the  prc- 
fident  and  privy  council  fliall  have  the  appointment  of  fuch  of  the 
two  candidates  returned  for  the  faid  offices  of  llieritFs  and  coroners^ 
as  they  fliall  think  bed  qualified,  in  the  fame  manner  that  the  gover- 
nor heretofore  enjoyed  this  power. 

XVI.  The  General  AfTembly,  by  joint  ballot,  fliall  appoint  th* 
generals  and  field  officers,  and  all  other  officers  in  the  army  or  navy 
of  this  State.  And  the  prelldent  may  appoint  during  pleafiire,  until 
otherwife  dire^ed  by  the  legiflaturc,  all  neceflary  civil  officers  not 
herein  before  mentioned. 

XVII.  There  fliall  be  an  appeal  from  the  Supreme  Court  of  Dela- 
ware in  matters  of  law  and  equity,  to  a  court  of  feven  perfons,  to 
confift  of  the  prefident  for  the  time  being,  who  fliall  prefide  therein^ 
and  fix  others ;  three  to  be  appointed  by  the  Leglfiative  Council,  and 
three  by  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly,  who  fliall  continue  in  office  during 
good  behaviour,  and  be  commiffioned  by  the  prefident  under  the  great 
feal ;  which  court  (hall  be  fliled,  The  Court  of  Appeals,  and  have 
all  the  authority  and  powers  heretofore  given  by  law  in  the  laft  re- 
fort  to  the  King  in  council,  under  the  old  government.  The  fecre- 
tary  fliall  be  the  clerk  of  this  court,  and  vacancies  therein  occa- 
fioned  by  death  or  incapacity  (hall  be  fupplied  by  new  eledlions,  in 
manner  aforefaid. 

XVIII.  The  jufticfcs  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  courts  of  Com- 
mon Pleas,  the  members  of  the  Privy  Council,  the  fecretary,  the 
truftees  of  the  Loan  Office,  and  clerks  of  the  courts  of  Common 
Fleas,  during  their  contijiuance  in  office,  and  all  perfons  concerned 
in  any  army  or  navy  contracts,  fhall  be  ineligible  to  either  Houfe  of 
AfTembly ;  and  any  member  of  either  Houfe  accepting  of  any  other 
of  the  offices  herein  before  mentioned,  excepting  the  office  of  a  juf- 
tice  of  the  peace,  fliall  have  his  feat  thereby  vacated,  and  a  new 
ele^ion  fhall  be  ordered. 

XIX.  The  Legjflative  Council  and  Affcmbly  (hall  have  the  power 
of  making  the  great  feal  of  this  State,  which  fliall  be  kept  by  the 
prefident,  or  in  his  abfcnce  by  the  vice-prefident,  to  be  ufed  by  them 
as  occafion  may  require.  It  fhall  be  called,  The  Great  Seal  of  the 
Delaware  State,  and  fhall  be  affixed  to  all  laws  and  commiffions. 

XX.  Commiffions  fhall  run  in  the  name  of  The  Delaware  State, 
and  bear  tefl:  by  the  prefident.  Writs  fliall  run  in  the  fame  manner, 
and  bear  teft  in  the  name  of  the  chief  jufUce,  or  iuftice  firll  named 
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in  the  coitimifEoni  for  the  feveral  courts,  and  be  fealed  with  the  pub* 
lie  feals  of  fuch  courti.  IndiAtnents  lliall  conclude,  A^^ainft  the ptaa 
and  dignity  of  tbt  State. 

XXI.  In  cafe  of  vacancy  of  the  offices  above  dire^ed  to  be  iilled 
by  the  prefident  and  General  AlTembly,  the  prefident  and  Privy 
Council  may  appoint  others  in  their  flead,  until  there  fliall  be  a  new 
eleAion. 

XXII.  Every  perfon  who  (hall  be  chofen  a  member  of  either  Houfe, 
or  appointed  to  any  office  or  place  of  truft,  before  taking  his  feat,  or 
entering  upon  the  execution  of  his  office,  fhall  take  the  foUowinj;; 
oath,  or  affirmation,  if  confcientioufly  fcrupulous  of  taking  an  oath, 
to  wit, 

•*  I  A.  B.  will  bear  true  allegiance  to  the  Delaware  State,  fubmlt 
td  its  conftitution  and  laws,  and  do  no  a6t  wittingly  whereby  the 
freedom  thereof  may  be  prejudiced." 

And  alfo  make  and  fubfcribe  the  following  declaration,  to  wit, 

*•  I  A.  B.  do  profefs  faith  in  God  the  Father,  and  in  Jefus  Chrift 
his  only  Son,  and  the  Holy  GhoO,  one  God,  blefled  for  evennore ; 
and  I  do  acknowledge  the  Holy  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Tef- 
ment  to  be  given  by  divine  infpiration." 

And  all  officers  fhall  alfo  take  an  oath  of  office. 

XXIII.  The  preiident  when  he  is  out  of  office,  and  within  eigh- 
teen months  after,  and  all  others,  offending  againft  the  State,  either 
by  mal-admini  ftration,  corruption,  or  other  means,  by  which  the 
fafety  of  the  Commonwealth  may  be  endangered,  within  eighteen 
months  after  the  offence  committed,  fliall  be  impeachable  by  the 
Houfe  of  AiTcmbly  before  the  Legillative  Council ;  fuch  impeach- 
ment to  be  profecuted  by  the  attorney-general,  or  fuch  other  perfon 
or  perfons  as  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly  may  appoint,  according  to  the 
laws  of  the  land.  If  found  guilty,  he  or  they  fliall  be  either  for 
ever  difabled  to  hold  any  office  under  government,  or  removed 
from  office  pro  tempore^  or  fubjedled  to  fuch  pains  and  penalties  as 
the  laws  fliall  direft.  And  all  officers  fliall  be  removed  on  conviftion 
of  mifl)ehaviour  at  common  law,  or  on  impeachment,  or  upon  the 
addrefs  of  the  General  Aflembly. 

XXIV.  All  afts  of  Aflembly  in  force  in  this  State  on  the  15th  day 
of  May  laft,  and  not  hereby  altered,  or  contrary  to  the  refolutions 
of  Congrefs,  or  of  the  late  Houfe  of  Aflembly  of  this  State,  fliall  fo 
continue  until  altered  or  repealed  by  the  legiflature  of  this  State, 
unlefs  where  they  are  temporary,  in  which  cafe  they  fliall  expire  at 
the  times  refpe(Stivcly  limited  for  their  duration.  :  ^ 
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XXV.  The  common  law  of  England,  as  well  as  fo  much  of  the 
ftatatc  law  as  have  been  hcretotbn;  adopted  in  pradlce  in  this  State, 
lliall  remain  in  force,  iinlel's  they  fliall  be  altered  by  a  future  law 
«f  the  legiflatuie  ;  fiich  parts  only  excepted  as  arc  repugnant  to  the 
lights  and  privileges  contained  in  this  Conftitution,  and  the  Decla« 
ration  of  Rights,  &c.  agreed  to  by  this  Convention. 

XXVI.  No  perfon  hereafter  imported  into  this  State  from  Africa 
ought  to  he  held  in  flavery  under  any  pretence  whatever ;  and  no 
negro,  Indian  or  mulatto  flnve,  ought  to  be  brought  into  this  State 
for  fale  from  any  part  of  the  world. 

XXVII.  The  firft  election  for  the  General  AfTembly  of  this  State 
fliall  be  held  on  the  2ifl  day  of  0£^ober  next,  at  the  court  houfes  in 
the  feveral  counties,  in  the  manner  heretofore  ufed  in  the  eledion 
of  the  Aflemby,  except  as  to  choice  of  infpeftors  and  afleflbrs,  where 
aiTcirois  have  not  been  chofcn  on  the  i6th  of  September  inft.  which 
fliall  be  made  on  the  morning  of  the  day  of  ele^ion,  by  the  eledors, 
inhabitants  of  the  refpedive  hundreds  in  each  county ;  at  which 
time  the  flieriffs  and  coroners  for  the  faid  counties  refpetSlively  are 
to  be  elected  ;  and  the  prefcnt  flieriffs  of  the  counties  of  Newcaftle 
and  Kent  may  be  re-chofen  to  that  ofHce  until  the  ifl  of  October* 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-nine, 
and  the  prefent  flieriff  for  the  county  of  Sufl*€x  may  be  re-chofcn  to 
that  office  until  the  firft  day  of  O£tober,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-eight,  provided  the  freemen 
think  proper  to  re-ele£t  them  at  every  general  eleftion ;  and  the 
prefent  flieriffs  and  coroners  refpe£lively  fliall  continue  to  exercife 
their  oflices  as  heretofore,  until  the  flieriffs  and  coroners  to  be  eleded 
on  the  faid  twenty-firft  day  of  Oftober  fliall  be  commiffioned  and 
fworn  into  ofiice.  The  members  of  the  Legiflative  Council  and  Af- 
fembly  fliall  meet  for  tranfadting  the  bufinefs  of  the  State  on  the 
twenty-eighth  day  of  Odober  next,  and  continue  in  office  until  the 
firft  day  of  OAober  which  will  be  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  feventy-feven  ;  on  which  day,  and  on  the  firft  day  of 
Oftober  in  each  year  for  ever  after,  the  Legiflative  Council,  Alfem- 
bly,  flieriffs  and  coroners,  fliall  be  chofen  by  ballot  in  manner  directed 
by  the  feveral  laws  of  this  State  for  regulating  eleftions  of  members 
of  Affembly,  and  flieriffs  and  coroners ;  and  the  General  Affembly 
fliall  meet  on  the  twentieth  day  of  the  fame  month,  for  tranfa£ting 
the  bufinefs  of  the  State ;  and  if  any  of  the  faid  firft  and  twentieth 
days  of  Off^ober  fltould  be  Sunday,   theni  and  in  fuch  cafe,  the 
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cleAioni  Ihall  be  held  and  the  General  Aflembly  meet  the  next  da/ 
following. 

XXVIII.  To  prevent  any  violence  or  force  being  ufcd  at  the  faid 
elcAiona,  no  perfoni  (hall  come  armed  to  any  of  them ;  and  no  muC 
ter  of  the  militia  (hall  be  made  on  that  day,  nor  (hall  any  battalion 
or  company  give  in  their  votes  immediately  fuccccding  each  other, 
If  any  other  voter  who  offers  to  vote  objeAi  thereto ;  nor  (Iwll  any 
battalion  or  company  in  the  pay  of  the  continent,  or  of  this  or  any 
other  State,  be  fuffered  to  remain  at  the^ime  and  place  of  holding 
thefaid  ele^ions,  nor  within  one  mile  of  the  faid  placet  rcfpeftivdy, 
fbr  twenty-four  hours  before  the  opening  the  faid  elections,  nor  within 
4wcnty-four  hours  after  the  fame  arc  clofed,  fo  as  in  any  manner  to 
impede  the  freely  and  conveniently  carrying  on  the  faid  election : 
provided  always,  that  every  elector  may  in  a  peaceable  and  orderly 
manner  give  in  his  vote  on  the  faid  day  of  ele(El!on. 

XX.  There  (hall  be  no  eftabliflimcnt  of  any  one  reHgioiis  fe<Jl  in 
this  State  in  preference  to  another ;  and  no  clergyman  or  preacher 
of  the  gofpel,  of  any  denomination,  fliall  be  capable  of  holding  any 
civil  office  in  this  State,  or  of  being  a  member  of  either  of  the 
branches  of  the  legiflature,  while  they  continue  in  the  exercife  of 
the  paftoral  function. 

XXX.  No  article  of  the  Declaration  of  Rights  and  Fundamental 
Kules  of  this  State,  agreed  to  by  this  Convention,  nor  the  firfV,  fe^ 
cond,  fifth,  (except  that  part  thereof  that  relates  to  the  right  of  fuf* 
frage)  twenty-(ixth  and  twenty-ninth  articles  of  this  Conftitution, 
ought  ever  to  be  violated  on  any  pretence  whatever.  No  other  part 
of  this  Confiitution  (liall  be  altered,  changed  or  diminiflied,  without 
the  confent  of  five  parts  in  feven  of  the  Affeaiblyi  and  fcven  mem- 
bers of  the  Legillative  Council. 
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TERRITORY  N.  W.  of  the  OHIO, 


SITUATION,  EXTENT,  AND  BOUNDARIJiS. 

HIS  territory,  \.  W.  of  the  Ohio,  it  fltitated  between  37**  and 
10"  north  latitude,  and  6o*anfl  ay  weft  longitude. 

This  extenfive  tract  of  country  is  bonndcd  north,  by  part  of  the 
northern  boundary  line  of  the  United  States ;  eaft,  by  the  lakes  and 
Pennfylvania ;  fouth,  by  the  Ohio  river ;  weft,  by  the  MilBilippi. 
Mr.  Hutchins,  the  late  geographer  of  the  United  States,  eftimates, 
that  this  trad  contains  two  hundred  and  fixty-three  millions  forty 
fhouf:<nd  acres,  of  which  forty-three  millions  forty  thoufand  are 
vv^ater ;  this  dedm^ed,  there  will  remain  two  hundred  and  twenty 
millions  of  acres,  belonging  to  the  federal  government,  to  be  fold 
for  the  difcharge  of  the  national  debt ;  except  a  narrow  ftrip  of  land 
bordering  on  the  fouth  of  lake  Erie,  and  ftretching  an  hundred  and 
twenty  miles  weft  of  the  weftern  limit  of  Penniylvania,  which  be« 
}ongs  te  Conne6licut. 

But  a  fmall  proportion  of  thefe  lands  is  yet  purchafed  of  the  na* 
tives,  and  to  be  difpofed  of  by  Congrefs.  Beginning  on  the  me- 
ridian line,  which  forms  the  weftern  boundary  of  Pennfylvania,  fcven 
ranges  of  townfliips  have  been  furveyed  and  laid  off  by  order  of 
Congrefs.  As  a  north  and  fouth  line  flrikes  the  Ohio  in  an  oblique 
direftion,  the  termination  of  the  fcventh  range  falls  upon  that  river, 
nine  miles  above  the  Mufkingum,  which  is  the  6rft  large  river  that 
falls  into  the  Ohio.  It  forms  the  junction  an  hundred  and  feventy- 
two  miles  below  Fort  Pitt,  including  the  windings  of  the  Ohio, 
though  in  a  direft  line  is  but  ninety  miles. 

The  lands  in  which  the  Indian  title  is  extinguiflied,  and  which 
are  now  purchafing  under  the  United  States,  are  defined  within  the 
limits  already  mentioned.*  ,    - 

On  thefe  lands  feveral  fettlements  are  commencing,  one  at  Marietta, 
at  the  mouth  of  Muflcingum,  under  the  diredtion  of  the  Ohio  com- 
pany :  another  between  the  Miami  river?,  under  the  direction  of 
Colonel  Symmes ;  and  a  French  fettlement  at  Galliopolis.    There 

are 
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are  feveral  other  tra£ls  delineated  on  the  map,  which  have  been 
granted  by  Congrefs  to  particular  companies,  and  other  tracts  for 
particular  ufes,  which  remain  without  any  Englifli  fettlements. 

FACE  OF  THECOUNTRY,  SOIL,  AND  PRODUCTIONS. 

Our  remarks  on  thefe  heads,  befides  what  the  reader  will  find  in- 
terfperled  in  the  defcription  of  the  rivers,  we  add  from  an  anony- 
mous pamphlet  publiflied  not  long  fince,  which  we  piefume  is  the 
moil  authentic,  refpei^ing  the  part  of  that  country  which  has  been 
purchafed  of  the  Jndians,  of  any  that  has  been  tdid  before  the  public. 

*'  The  undiftinguiflied  terms  of  admiration  that  are  commonly 
ufed  in  fpcaking  of  the  natural  fertility  of  the  country  on  the  weftern 
waters  of  the  United  States,  would  render  it  difficult,  without  accu« 
rate  attention  in  the  f'irveys,  to  afcribe  a  preference  to  any  particu- 
lar part  J  or  to  give  a  juft  defcription  of  the  territory  under  con- 
fideration,  without  the  hazard  of  being  fufpefted  of  exaggeration  : 
but  in  this  we  have  the  imited  opijiion  of  the  geographer,  the  fur- 
▼eyors,  and  every  traveller  that  has  been  intimately  acquainted  with 
the  country,  and  marked  every  natural  objeft  with  the  moft  lcru« 
pulous  exadtnefs — that  no  part  of  the  federal  territory  unites  fo  many 
advantages,  in  point  of  health,  fertility,  variety  of  prod  uftions,  and 
foreign  intercourfe,  as  that  which  ftretches  frofla  the  Muflcingum  to 
the  Scioto  and  the  great  Miami  rivers,* 

"  Colonel  Gordon,  in  his  Journal,  fpeaking  of  a  much  larger 
range  of  country,  in  which  this  is  included,  and  makes  unqueflion- 
ahly  the  fineft  part,  has  the  following  obfervation:  "  The  country 
on  the  Ohio  is  every  where  pleafant,  with  large  level  fpots  of  rich 
land,  and  remarkably  healthy.  One  general  remark  of  this  nature 
will  ferve  for  the  whole  tradt  of  the  globe  comprehended  between 
tjie  wefteni  ikirts  of  the  Allegany  mountains ;  thence  running  fouth- 
weftwardly  to  the  diftance  of  five  hundred  miles  to  the  Ohio  falls ; 
then  eroding  them  northerly  to  the  heads  of  the  rivers  that  empty 
themfelves  into  the  Ohio  ;  thence  eaft  along  the  ridge  that  feparates 
the  lakes  and  Ohio  ftreams  to  French  creek :  this  country  may, 
from  a  proper  knowledge,  be  affirmed  to  be  the  moft  healthy,  the 
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*  A  gentleman  wlio  has  vifitcJ  tl»is  country^  fuppofes  this  aceovnt  is  a  little  too 
hfghly  cmbellifhed  ;  he  acknowledges  that  it  is  a  very  fine  country,  but  thinks  that 
there  are  other  parts  of  the  weftern  unfettled  country,  which  ui;iitc  at  Icall  as  many,  if 
not  n'iOic  advantage?,  than  the  trait  above  mentioned.  v^ 
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tSm^  pka&nt,  the  moft  comoiodious  and  ino(l  fertile  fpot  of  fartb> 
known  to  the  European  people. 

**  Tbd  lands  on  the  various  ftreams  above  mentioned,  which  fall 
into  the  Ohio,  are  now  more  accurately  known,  and  may  be  defcribe<| 
with  confidence  and  precifion.  They  are  interfperfed  with  all  the 
variety  of  foil  which  conduces  to  the  pleafantnefe  of  fituation,  an4 
faiys  the  foundation  for  the  wealth  of  an  agricultural  and  manufac* 
taring  people.  Large  level  bottoms,  or  natural  meadowe,  ^m 
twenty  to  fifty  miles  in  circuit,  are  every  where  found  bordering 
the  rivers,  and  variegating  the  country  in  the  interior  parts.  Th^C* 
afford  at  rich  a  foil  as  can  be  imagined,  and  may  be  redi^ced  to 
proper  cultivation  with  very  little  labour.  It  is  faid,  that  in  many 
of  thefc  bottoms  a  man  may  clear  an  acre  a  day,  fit  for  planting  with 
Indian  corn,  there  being  no  underwood ;  and  the  trees  growing  very 
high  and  large,  but  not  thick  together,  need  nothing  but  girdling.  ■ 

"  The  prevailing  growth  of  timber,  «nd  the  more  ufeful  trees, 
are,  maple  or  fugar  tree,  fycamore,  black  and  white  mulberry,  black 
and  white  walnut,  butternut,  chefnut ;  white,  black,  Spanifh  and 
chefnut  oaks,  hiccory,  cherry,  buckwood  or  horlie  chefnut,  honey 
locuft,  elm,  cucumber  tree,  lyn  tree,  gum  tree,  iron  wood,  afli» 
afpin,  faflafras,  crab  apple  tree,  paupavv  or  cuftard  apple,  a  variety 
of  plum  trees,  nine-barV ,  fpice  and  le<ntber>wood  bufhes.  General 
Parfons  meafured  a  black  walnut  tree  near  Mufkingum,  whofe  cir'o 
cumference,  at  five  feet  from  the  ground,  wa»  twenty>two  feyl,  A 
fycamore,  near  the  fame  place,  meafured  forty-four  feet  in  circum« 
ference,  at  fome  diftance  from  the  ground.  White  and  black  oajc, 
and  chefnut,  with  moft  of  the  above-mentioned  timbers,  grow  large 
and  plenty  upon  the  high  grounds :  both  the  high  and  low  lairds 
produce  vafl  quantities  of  natural  grapes  of  variom  kinds,  of  ^Yhi|l:h 
the  fettlers  univerfally  make  a  fufliciency  of  rich  red  wine  for  their 
own  confumption.  It  is  afierted  in  the  old  fettlement  of  bt.  Vinceiir« 
where  they  have  had  opportunity  to  try  it,  that  pge  wiU  render  this 
wine  preferable  to  moft  of  the  European  wines.  Cotton  is  the  pa- 
tural  production  of  this  country,  and  grows  in  great  perfection. 

**  The  fugar  maple  is  a  moil  valuable'tree  for  an  inland  country } 
any  number  of  iniiabitants  may  be  for  ever  fupplied  with  a  fufliciency 
of  fugar,  by  preferving  a  few  trees  fqr  th?  ufe  of  each  family :  a  tiee 
will  yield  about  ten  pounds  of  fugar  a  year,  gnd  th^  labour  is  vpry 
trifling :  the  fap  is  extracted  in  the  months  of  February  and  March, 
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atiU  ^nulated,  by  the  fimple  operation  of  bioilingt  to  n  fuigaireqiial 

in  flavour  and  vvhitenefs  to  the  beft  Mufcovado.      i    :  'A 

-  "Springs  of  excellent  wafer  abound  iti  evify  part  of  this  itcrri- 

lory ;  and  fmall  and  large  flreams,  for  mills; and  other  pufpibfcs,  are 

actually  interiperfed,  as  if  by  art,  fo  that  therie  fccms:  to  be  no  de» 

ficiency  in  any  of  the neceflaries  of  life,  'vj'w)  ijHfiv/  imi  Jo  i(3'?hfi- 

**  Very  little  wafte  land  is  to  be  found  in  any  part  of  itlils  tiia(!!k  of 

conntry  ;  there  are  no  fwamps  but  fuch  as  may  be  readily  jdr^iiied; 

Sind  made  into  arable  and  meadow  land;  and  though  the  hills  arefre-< 

que'nt,  they  are  gentle  and  fwelling,  no  wherp  high  or  incapable  of 

tillage  ;  they  are  of  a  deep,  rich  foil,  covered  with  a  heavy  growth  of 

timber,  and  well  adapted  to  the  produdtion  of  v/heat,  rye,  indigo, 

tobacco,  die,  tui  it!  i(i^  i.  J  ,K  -"u  'hjI  .  ■niinui.mBhinorjVQ  itvdi  tu 

**  The  communications  between  this  country  and  the  fea  will'  bdi 

principally  in  the  four  following  directions :  ... 

^*  I.  The  route  through  the  Scioto  and  Mufkingum  to  lake  Erie, 

•  and  fo  to  the  river  Hudibn,  which  has  been  already  deferibed.  ; 
fc  M<  a.  The  paflage  apt  the  Ohio  and  Monongahela  to  the  portage 
above  mentioned,  which  leads  to  the  navigable  waters  of  the  Poto* 
ji>ack ;  this  portage'  is  thirty  miles,  and  will  probably  he  rendered 
much  lefs  by  the  execution  of  the  plans  now  on  foot  for  opening  the 
navigation  of  thofe  waters. .  . 

■  '^^  3.  The  Great  Kanhaway,  which  falls  into  the  Ohio> from  the 
A^irginia  fliore,  between  the  Hockhocking  and  the  Scioto,  opens  as 
extenfive.  navigation  from  the  foythveaft,  and  leaves  but  eighteen 
miles  portage  from  the  navigable  waters  of  James  river  in  Virginia. 
This  communication  fur  the  country  between  Mulkingum  and  Scioto, 
will  probably  be  more  ufed  than  any  other  for  the  exportation  of 

'  >h]anufa£^ures  and  other  light  and  valuable  articles,  and  efpecially 
for  the  importation  of  fpreign  commodities,  which  may  be  brought 
from  the  Chefapeak  to  the  Ohio  much  cheaper  than  they  are  now 
carried  from  Philadelphia  to  Oarlifle,  and  thjs  other  thick>fettled  back 
founties  of  Penmfylvania.^  ..  nt  ,=1  j^fj  4n  4;>>''<t  <-:«  ^*.fir!  ,*».!:n  ^fi  ji; ' 
V  4.  But  the.  current  down  the  Ohio  and  Miilllfippi,  for  heavy 
.'articles  that  fuit  the  Florida  and  Weiirlndia  markets,  fuch  as  corn, 
flour,  beef,  lumber,  &c.  will  be  more  frequently  loaded  than  any 
ilreams  on  earth.    The  diftance  from  the  iicioto  tQ  the  Miluitippi  is 

^  Wc  think  it  riglit  to  notice  that  a  £entleman  of  much  obfervation,  and  n  great  tra* 
vcllcr  in  thi;.  country,  is  of  opinion^  (hat  tiiis  communication  or  route  is  cLUnetical. 
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tl^t  himdred  miles,  froit  tbcnee  tottie  fea  it  uinr  hundred.    Thii 

xvholi  tauiTe  is  eafily  run  in  fifteen  days,  and  dhe  paflage  up  thoif 

rivers  is  not  fn  diHiaiit  ar  has  uiiially  been  repjKiented.    It  is  tbund, 

byi-late  estperiments,  that  fails  ardufed  to  fjrcat  advantage  againft 

•the  eiirrent  of  the  Ohio ;  and.it  is  vroltby  of  obf(^rvation,  that  in  all 

pi-'obability  fteain  boats  will  be  found  to  do.  infinite  fervice  in  all  our 

exten  five  river  navigation.        .T).-iT£{i.j  "jt  i ,    twji;  5k:j  fi  .   i'\ 

**  The  defign  of  Congrefs  and^of:  the  Ohio  company  is,  that  the 

fetrlements  fliall  proceed  regularly  down  the  Ohio,  and  northward 

•to  lake  Erie;  and  it  is  probable,  that  not  many  years, wi|l  elapfe^ 

before  the  whole  country  above  Miami  will  be  brought  to  that  d«- 

gree  of  cultivation,  which  will  exhibit  all  its  latent  beauties,  and 

juftify  thofe  defcriptions  of  travellers  which  have  fo  often  made  it 

the  garden  of  the  world,  the  feat  of  wealth,  and  the  center  of  a 

great  empire.  . 

"  No  country  is  better  (locked  with  wild  game  of  every  kipd ; 

innumerable  herds  of  deer  and  wild  cattle  are  flieltered  in  the  groves, 

and  fed  in  the  extenfive  bottoms  that  every  where  abound  j  an  un- 

queflionable  proof  of  the  great  fertility  of  the  foil :  turkies,  geefe, 

ducks,  fwans,  teal,  pheafants,  partridges,  &c»  are,  from  obfervatioOj 

believed  to  be  in  greater  plenty  here,  than  the  tame  poultry  are  ia 

any  part  of  the  old  fettlements  in  America*  :.  n-  ^i  ffi^  l;? 

"  The  rivers  are  well  ftored  with  fifli  of  various  kinds,  and  many 
of  them  of  an  excellent  quality  i  they  are  generally  large^  though  of 
different  fizes ;  the  cat  fifh,  which  is  the  largeft,  and  of  a  delicious 
flavour,  weighs  from  fix  to  eighty  pounds." 

The  Muikingum  is  a  gentle  river,  confined  by  banks  fo  high  as  to 
prevent  its  overflowing.  It  is  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards  wide  at  its 
confluence  with  the  Ohio,  and  navigable  by  large  batteaux  and  barges 
to  the  Three  Legs ;  and  by  fmall  ones  to  the  lake  at  its  head.  From 
thence,  by  a  portage  of  about  one  mile,  a  communication  is  opened 
to  lake  Erie,  through  the  Cayahoga,  which  is  a  ftream  of  great 
utility,  navigable  the  whole  length  without  anyobftruftion  from  falls* 
From  lake  Erie  the  avenue  is  well  known  to  the  Hudfon,  in  the  State 
of  New-York.     .-nwif\sr»!  .'rTv/v' i  *.- 1*:   fvia.i^.,'    >  ..'-.,>/  ... 

The  Hockhocking  refembles  the  Muikingum,  though  fomewhat 
,  inferior  in  fize.  It  is  navigable  for  large  boats  about  feventy  miles, 
and  for  fa»U  ones  much  farther.  On  the  banks  of  this  very  ufeful 
,fiream  are  found  inexhauftible -quarries  of  free- (lone,  large  beds  of 
.  iron  ore,  and  ibme  rich  mines  of  lead*  Cp^l  mines  and  fait  fprings 
"i-  3  Q^a  are 
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«re  frequent  in  th»  neighbourhood  of  this  fiream»  as  they  are  in  tf ery 
part  of  the  weftera  territory.  The  fait  that  may  be  obtained  from 
thofe  Ijprings  will  tibrd  an  inexhaulHble  ftore  of  that  neceflary  ar- 
ticle, fieds  of  white  and  Uuc  cby,  of  an  excellent  quality,  are  like- 
wiie  foiuid  here,  fuitablc  for  the  manufacture  of  glafs,  crockery,  and 
other  earthen  wares.  Red  bole  and  many  othcriifirful  fuffils  have  been 
obferved  on  the  branches  of  this  river.        .^t-^ivj  •:rr.5»r'!!« 

The  Scioto  is  a  larger  river  than  either  of  the  preceding,  and  opens 
a  mbtt  extenfive  navigation.  It  is  paflfable  for  large  barges  for  two 
hundred  miles,  with  a  ix>itage  of  only  tour  miles  to  the  Sanduiky,  a 
food  navigable  Ifaream  that  6ilU  into  the  lake  Erie.  Through  the 
Sanduflcy  and  Scioto  lius  the  moft  common  pafs  from  Canada  to  the 
Ohio  and  Mtfliflippi ;  one  of  the  moft  extenfive  and  ufefnl  communi- 
cations  that  is  to  b«  found  in  this  country.  Prodigious  extenfions  of 
territory  are  here  connected ;  and,  from  the  rapidity  with  which  the 
tveftem  parts  of  Canada,  lake  Erie,  and  the  Kentucky  countries  are 
fettling^  we  may  anticipate  an  immenfe  intercourfe  between  them* 
The  lands  on  the  borders  of  the  middle  ftreams,  from  this  circum- 
ilance  alone,  afide  from  their  natural  fertility,  muft  be  rendered 
rety  valuable.  The  flour,  corn,  flax,  hemp,  &c.  raifed  for  expor- 
fation  in  that  great  country  between  the  lakes  Huron  and  Ontario, 
will  And  an  outlet  through  lake  Erie  and  thefe  rivers,  or  down  the 
Aliiiiflippi.  The  Ohio  merchant  can  give  a  higher  price  than  thofe  of 
Quebec  for  thefe  commodities,  as  they  may  be  tranfported  from 
the  former  to  Florida  and  the  Weft-India  iflands,  with  lefs  expenfe, 
tiik,  and  infdrance,  than  from  the  latter ;  while  the  expenfe  from  the 
'  place  of  growth  to  the  Ohio  will  not  be  one  fourth  of  what  it  would 
be  to  Quebec,  and  much  lefs  than  even  to  the  Oneida  lake.  The 
dream  of  Scioto  is  gentle,  and  no  where  broken  by  falls :  at  fome 
places,  in  the  fpring  of  thej^ear,  it  overflows  its  banks,  thus  providing 
for  large  natural  rke  plantations.  Salt  fprings,  coal  mines,  white 
and  blue  clay,  and  free-ftone,  abound  in  the  country  adjoining  this 
river. 

The  Little  Miami  is  too  fmalf  for  batteaux  navigation.    Its  banks 
are  good  land^  and  fo  high  as  to  prevent,  in  common,  the  overffow- 
■  itig  of  the  water.        :^iX'.'if.     .'     •;••  r   ):,\  viij-.-/;;?.  o'l  :«1  r 

The  Great  Miami  has  a  very  ftony  channel,  and  a  fwift  dream, 
but  no  falls.  It  is  formed  of  feveral  large  branches^  which  are  paf- 
f!ible  for  boats  a  great  didafice.  One  branch  comes  from  the  wed, 
and  rifes  in  the  Wabaihcovntiy ;  another  tiSu  sear  the  head  waters 

of 
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ftf  MiffiH  riTcr,  which  runs  into  lake  Erie}  and  a  fliort  portage 
«Urides  another  branch  of  Sandaiky  river*  It  aUb  interkicks  with  tkf 
Scioto. 

"i^  The  Wabaih  is  a  beautiful  river,  with  high  and  fertile  faanln.  ft 
emptiet  into  the  Ohio  by  a  noouth  two  hundred  and  feventy  yarda 
wide,  one  tboufand  and  twenty  miles  below  fort  Pttt*  In  the  fprin|^ 
iununer,  and  autumn,  it  is  paflable  for  batteaux  drawing  three  feec 
water,  four  hundred  and  twelve  mile«,  to  Ouitanon,  a  fmall  French 
iiettlementv  on  the  weft  lide  of  the  river;  and. for  large  canoes  one 
hundred  and  ninety>feven  miles  farther,  to  the  Miami  cait>'ing  place, 
nine  miles  from  Miami  village.  This  village  ftands  on  Miami  river, 
which  empties  into  the  fouth-weft  part  of  lake  Erie.  The  conumnu- 
cation  between  Detroit,  and  the  Illinois,  and  Ohio  countries,,  is  u.p 
Miami  river  to  Miami  village,  thence,  by  land,  nine  miles,  when 
the  rivers  are  high ;  and  from  eighteen  to  thirty  when  they  are  low, 
through  a  level  country  to  the  Wabafli,  and  tltrough  the  various 
branches  of  the  Wabaih  to  the  places  of  defiination. 

A  filver  mine  has  been  difcovered  about  t\i'enty-eight  miles  above 
Ouitanon,  on  the  northern  lide  of  the  Wabafli.  Salt  fprings,  lime, 
free-ftone,  blue,  yellow,  and  white  clay,  ane  found  in  plenty  upon 
tliis  river. 

The  rivers  Avafe  and  Kalkaftias  empty  into  the  MiiTifUppi  from 
the  north-eall ;  the  former  is  navigable  for  boats,  fixty,  and  the  latter, 
about  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles.  They  both  run  through  a  rich 
country,  which  has  extenfive  meadows. 

Between  the  Kalkaikias  and  Illinois  rivers,  which  are  eighty>fotfr 
miles  apart,  is  an  extenfive  tradl  of  level,  rich  land,  which  ternii> 
nates  in  a  high  ridge,  about  fifteen  miles  before  you  reach  the  Illinois 
river.  In  this  delightful  vale  are  a  number  of  French  villages,  which, 
together  with  thofe  of  St.  Genevieve  and  St.  Louis,  on  the  wcftern 
fideof  theMifiUTippi,  contained  in  1771,  one  thouiand  two  hundred 
and  feventy-three  fenclble  men. 

One  hundred  and  feventy-fix  miles  above  the  Ohio,  and  eighteen 
miles  above  the  Miflburi,  the  Illinois  empties  into  the  MiiSfiippi 
from  the  nonh>eaft  by  a  mouth  four  hundred  yards  wide.  This 
river  is  bordered  with  fine  meadows,  which  in  fome  places  extend 
as  fer  as  the  eye  can  reach :  this  river  furniflies  a  communication  with 
lake  Michigan,  by  the  Chicago  river,  between  which  and  the  Illinois 
are  two  portages,  the  longeft  of  which  does  not  exceed  four  miles. 
It  receives  a  number  of  rivers,  which  are  from  twenty  to  one  hundred 
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yttii  widey-ttfd  navigdbW  for  boats  from  fifteen  to  one  hunded  an^ 
eighty  miles.  On  the  Aorth-wcllei'A  fide  of  this  river  is  a  coal  mine, 
which  extends  for  half  a  mile  along  the  middle  of  the  bank  of  the 
riverf  and  about  the  fame  diftance  below  the  coal  mine  are  two  fait 
pondiy  one  hundred  yards  in  circumference,  and  feveral  feet  in  depth. 
The  water  is  ftagnant,  and  of  a  yellowifli  colour;  but  the  French 
and  natives  make  good  fait  from  it.  Tl)efoil  of  the  Illinois  country 
is,  in  general,  of  a  fuperior  quality  i  its  natural  growth  confids  of 
OJik,  hiccory,  cedar,  mulberry,  ice.  hops,  dying  drugs,  medicinal 
plants  of  feveral  kinds,  and  excellent  wild  grapes.  As  bar  back  as 
the  year  1769,  the  French  fettlers  made  one  hundred  and  ten  hog- 
ibeadsof  ftroiig  wine  from  thefe  grapes,    rwihidi  r-^tii  /;?!vXi  e?  dvi ' , 

There  are  many  other  rivers  of  equal  fize  and  importance  with 
thofe  we  have  been  defcribing,  which  are  not  fiiificiently  known 
for  accurate  defcriptions.        .-....,-  ;....,,.  ,.,     

CIVIL    DIVISIONS. 

That  part  of  this  territory  in  which  the  Indian  title  is  extinguiflieJ, 

snd  which  is  fettling  under  the  government  of  the  United  States,  is 

divided  into  four  counties,  as  follows :      .•  ,,feus  u;.;  ^^vi  i'..;,  ^>^!t:-:r^.i«  ^^ 

Wafliington,  created  July  26th,       1788 

Hamilton,      — -      January  2d,  1790 

jiii  St.  Clair,  ■       April  27th,  1790 

il-^'-  Knox,  Jin;  10th,  1790 

Thefe  counties  have  been  organized  with  the  proper  civil  and  mi- 
litary officers.  The  county  of  St.  Clair  is  dividetl  into  three  diilrids, 
viz.  thediilri£t  ofCahokia,  the  di(lri£t  of  Prairie-du-rochers,  and  the 
diftriA  of  Kaikafkias.  Courts  of  general  quarter  fcifions  of  the  peace, 
county  courts  of  common  pleas,  and  courts  of  probate,  to  be  held 
in  each  of  thcle  diftri(fls,  as  if  each  was  a  diftin«^  county  ;  the 
officers  of  the  county  ;iiay  a6i  by  deputy,  except  in  the  diftridt  where 
they  refide. 

n^tJBi.::-- !*u,,    '■■■>'•<*   v..  .<..  ,.,;.■.  v-    •  »-■  • -kt '.r  ,  ?-'-vi;..,VJ  airO 
s^ku  u    ANTIQPITIES,  CURIOSITIES,  &c.      ^c^^,  ,,.;,„ 

41.  The  number  of  old  forts  found  in  the  Kentucky  countaj  .i.'^thc 
.admiration  of  the  curious,  and  a  matter  of  much  fpeculation  ;  they 
are  .mollly  of  an  oblong  form,  fituatcd  on  ftrong,  well-chofen 
.ground,  and  contiguous  to  water  :  when,  by  whom^  and  for  what 
..piirpofes  tiiefe 4vere  thrown  up,  is  uncertain;  they  an  undoubtedty 
i"'       .       -.  -.  ,,  ,■■-.  --  .  ■  ....  .  .  ■.  Ja.^M.  .'-,.  veiy 
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very  ancient,  as  there  U  not  the  leaft  viCble  <|»ftrence  in  the  age  or 

fuse  of  the  tiinber  growing  on,  or  withiQ,  tUefc  forts,  and  that  which 

grows  without ;  and  the  old  oativeR  have  Joft  all  tradition  nfycQiing 

them.    Dr.  Cutler,  who  has  accurately  examined  the  tree*  :Qh  theiil 

forts,    and  which  he    thinks,   from  appearaiices,   ar«^ /the  .fecon4 

growth,  is  of  opjniop,  that  th^  ii^uft  have  been  built  u|>wanlftof 

one  thaufand  years  ago :  they  muft  have  been  the  efforts  of  a  people 

much  more  devoted  to  labour  than  the  prefent  race  of  Indians ;  and 

\t  is  difficult  to  conceive  how  they  could  be  conflnifted  without  the 

ule  of  iron  tools.    At  a  convenient  diftauce  from  thefe  always  ftands  a 

fmall  mound  of  earth,  thrown  up  in  the  form  of  a  pyramid,  and  feenof 

in  fome  meafuie  proportioned  to  the  iize  of  its  adjacent  fortiBcation. 

On  examination,  they  have  been  found  to  contain  a  chalky  fubftaQce, 

fuppofed  to  he  bones,  and  of  the  human  kind. 

Under  this  head  we  may  mention  the  extenlive  meadows,  or,  at 
the  French  call  them,  Prairie,  which  anfwerto  what,  in  the  fouthern 
States,  are  called  Savannas  ;  they  are  a  rich  plain,  without  trees,  and 
povered  with  grafs ;  fome  of  thefe,  between  St.  Vincennes  and  the 
Miflillippi,  are  thirty  or  forty  miles  in  extent.  In  paf^ng  them»  as 
far  as  the  eye  can  reach,  there  is  not  a  tree  to  be  feen  ;  but  there 
is  plenty  of  deer,  wild  cattle,  bears,  and  wolves,  and  innumerable 
flocks  of  turkies ;  thefe,  with  the  green  grafs,  form  a  rich  and  beau* 
tiful  profpedt. 

The  pofts  eftabl idled  for  the  proteftion  of  the  frontiers  are  as 
follow  :  Franklin,  on  French  creek ;  Harmar,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Mulkingum  ;  Stuben,  at  the  lapids  of  the  Ohio ;  Fayette,  Hamil- 
ton, Knox,  Jefferfon,  St.  Clair,  Marietta,  and  St.  Vincennes,?c.i  ^j^ 

POPULATION.         '  "^ 

The  number  of  inhabitants  in  this  large  tra£^  of  country  has  not 
been  afcertained.  i  ut  from  the  beft  data  the  author  has  received, 
the  population  may  be  efiimated  as  follows  : 

Indians  (fuppofe) 65,000*  179X 

Ohio  Company  purchafe 2,500    do. 

Col.  Symmes'  iettlements 2,000    do. 

*  The  tribes  who  inhabit  this  country  arc  the  Piantias,  on  both  fides  the  Miffifllppi ; 
the  Cafqucraf^uias,  on  the  Illinois ;  tl>c  Fiankaihaws  and  other  tribes,  on  the  Wa^ 
bafh  ;  the  Siiawancfc,  on  the  Scioto  ;  the  Dclawares,  the  Miamis,  the  Ouifcons,  Maf- 
contfns,  Saltic?,  Sioux,  Meltckoualiis,  the  Pilans,  Powtowacamis,  MeiTaqui'3,  Ottawas, 
Chipcwas,  and  VViandots.     The  whole  amounting  to  the  »bove  number. 

3  Calliopolis 


iM^to^*».-»<*- 


.  •♦».•-  ;    '.'i^f  rt  *-■!»  . 


*►       •  ».-<*  •'  '  •« 


■r,    .ii 


do* . 
i790» 

do. 


•Mi, 


4$^  OENsitAt,  sssenirTrdi* 

GulNqMlw  (French  ftttfemdit)  o|>pofite  (he  Kanh«wa 

mcr 1,009 

'VincenikM  and  hi  vicinity^  on  the  Wabuflt,      •     •       i^^oo 
Kaitafliiai  and  Cahokia        .     .     .     .     .  i>«  .i9^>fi'v  680 
At  Grand  RoUfcau,  rillage  of  St.  PhilijH  and  Pi^irie- 
*  dlNrocbera  "'-^.  4^- V    '4-    •Ji'>i>  V'i>»'«^:y  i^iH*''V-        ^40 

I-  :■:•<* 'fi*>  3rij  t;.i;<c  *jv»;rl  i)nm  pri*  ■  ■    >' 

■  '.•  i.  "•:«'.  JtuJi)!^  *iii J  tihiit  titcd:  Tot;d    72,910 

In  1790*  there  were  in  the  town  of  Vinccnnes  about  fort^  Ame- 
lican  tamilies  and  thirty^one  flaves;  and  on  the  MiiTiifippi^  forty 
Aanerkan  fomilies  and  feventy>three  flaves,  all  included  in  the  above 
cftimate.  On  the  Spanifli  or  weftern  fide  of  the  MiffiiTippi,  there 
were  in  1 790,  about  one  thoufand  eigjbt  hundred  perfons^  principally 
at  Genevieve  and  St.  Louis* 

,,,  . ,.u..v '.,.         GOVERNMENT,    &c.     ^■. '.  ^.-  ,  »^'i..' 

By  an  ordinance  of  Congrefs,  pafled  on  the  13th  of  July,  1787, 
this  country,  for  the  porpofes  of  temporary  government,  was  ere^ed 
into  one  diftri6V,  fubjef^,  however,  to  a  divilion,  when  circumibnces 
Ihall  make  it  expedient.  < 

In  the  lame  ordinance  it  i»  protided,  that  Congre&  fliall  appoint  a 
governor,  whofc  commifiion  fliall  continue  in  force  three  years,  un- 
Jefs  fooner  revoked. 

The  governor  muft  refide  in  the  diftriA,  and  have  a  freehold 
cftatc  therein,  in  one  thoufand  acres  of  land,  while  in  the  exercife  of 
his  oflic^.  '''  ^^•-  t'-'-i^-J^'  •'••aj;4»^  ,*nvj;'n,^  .^iv^a  ■  ;'2w 

Congrefs,  from  time  to  time,  are  to  appoint  a  fecretary,  to  con- 
tinue in  office  four  years,  unlefs  fooner  removed,  who  mufl  refide 
in  the  diilrid,  and  have  an  eflate  of  five  hundred  acres  of  land,  while 
in  office. 

The  bufinefs  of  the  fecretary  is,  to  keep  and  preferve  the  afts  and 
laws  of  the  legiHature,  the  public  records  of  the  diflrift,  and  the 
proceedings  of  the  governor  in  his  executive  department ;  and  to 
tranfmit  authentic  copies  of  fuch  afts  and  proceedings,  every  fix 
months,  to  the  fecretary  of  Congrefs. 

The  ordinance  provides,  that  Congrefs  fliall  appoint  three  judges, 
pofTefTed  each  of  five  hundred  acres  of  land  in  the  diflrift  in  which  they 
are  to  refide,  and  to  hold  their  comntiiflions  during  good  behaviour, 
^ny  two  of  whom  fliali  forin  a  court,  which  fli?^ll  hj^ve  a  conunon 

law 


"^rj.. 
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law  jurifdiAion.  The  governor  and  judges  are  authorifed  to  adopt 
and  publifli  in  the  diftrid,  fuch  laws  of  the  original  States,  criminal 
and  civil,  as  may  be  neceflary  and  bed  fuited  to  the  circumflances  of 
the  diilri^l,  to  report  them  to  Congrefs;  and,  if  approved,  they 
fliall  continue  in  force  till  the  organization  of  the  General  Aflembly  of 
the  diftri£t,  who  fliall  have  authority  to  alter  them.  The  governor 
is  to  command  the  militia,  and  appoint  and  commiflion  their  oHicers, 
except  general  officers,  who  are  to  be  appointed  and  conuniffioned  by 
Congrefs. 

Previoufly  to  the  organization  of  the  Aflembly,  the  governor  is  to 
appoint  fuch  magiftrates  and  civil  officers  as  lliall  be  deemed  neceflary 
for  the  prefervation  of  peace  and  order. 

So  foon  as  there  fliall  be  five  thoufand  free  male  inhabitants  of  full 
age  in  the  diflrid,  they  fliall  receive  authority  to  cle£t  reprefenta* 
tives,  one  for  every  five  hundred  free  male  inhabitants,  to  reprefent 
them  in  the  General  Aflembly ;  the  reprefentation  to  increaie  pro* 
greifively  with  the  number  of  free  male  inhabitants  till  there  be 
twenty-five  reprefentatives  j  after  which,  the  number  and  proportion 
of  the  reprefentatives  fliall  be  regulated  by  the  legiflature.  A  repre^* 
Tentative  muft  poflefs,  in  fee  fimple,  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  and 
be  a  refident  in  the  diflridt ;  and  muft  have  been  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  or  a  refident  in  the  diftri£t,  three  years  preceding  his 
ele£tion.  An  elector  muft  have  fifty  acres  of  land  in  the  diftri£t,  muft 
be  a  refident,  and  have  been  a  citizen  of  one  of  the  States,  or  muft 
poflfefs  the  fame  freehold,  and  have  been  two  years  a  refident  in  the 
diftri£t.  The  reprefentatives,  when  duly  elefted,  are  to  continue  in 
office  two  years. 

The  General  Aflembly,  or  Legiflature,  fliall  confift  of  ;the  Gover- 
nor, Legiflative  Council,  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives.  The  Legif- 
lative  Council  fliall  confift  of  five  members,  to  continue  in  office  five 
years,  unlefs  iooner  removed  by  Congrefs ;  three  make  a  quorum. 
The  council  are  to  be  thus  appointed :  the  governor  and  reprefen- 
tatives, when  met,  fliall  nominate  ten  perfons,  refidents  in  the  dif^ 
trift,  each  poflefled  of  a  freehold  of  five  hundred  acres  of  land, 
and  return  their  names  to  Congrefs,  who  fliall  appoint  and  commiffion 
five  of  them  to  ferve  as  aforelaid.  -  • 

All  bills  pafied  by  a  majority  in  the  Houfe  and  in  Council,  fliall 
be  referred  to  the  governor  for  his  aflent ;  and  no  bill,  or  legiflative 
aft  whatever,  fliall  be  offeree  without  his  aflent.    The  governor  fliaU 
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have  power  to  convene,  prorogue,  and  diiToIve  the  General  Aflembly, 
ivhen,  in  his  opinion,  it  fhall  be  expedient. 

The  legiflaturc,  when  organized,  fhall  have  authority,  by  joint 
ballot,  to  e\c&  a  delegate  to  Congrefs,  who  (hall  have  a  feat  in  Con- 
grcfs,  with  a  right  of  debating,  but  not  of  voting,  during  thii  tempo- 
rary government.  .'      '■ 

**  And  for  extending  the  fundamental  principles  of  civil  and  reli- 
gious liberty,  which  form  the  bafis  whereon  thefe  republics,  their  laws 
and  conftitutions,  are  erected  ;  to  Hx  and  eflabliih  thofe  principles  as 
the  biifis  of  all  laws,  conftitutions,  and  governments,  which  for 
ever  hereafter  fliall  be  formed  in  the  faid  territory ;  to  provide  alfo 
,  for  the  eftabliftiment  of  ftate  and  permanent  government  therein.,  and 
for  their  admillion  to  fliare  in  the  federal  councils,  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States,  at  as  early  periods  as  may  be  confiftent  with 
the  general  intereft  :  It  is  hereby  ordained  and  declared,  by  the  au- 
thority aforefaid.  That  the  following  articles  fliall  be  confidered  as 
articles  of  compa<ft,  between  the  original  States  and  the  people,  and 
the  States  in  the  fnid  territory,  and  for  ever  remain  unalterable, 
unlefs  by  common  confent,  to  wit: 

**  Art.  I.  No  perfon,  demeaning  himfelf  in  a  peaceable  and 
orderly  manner,  fliall  ever  be  moleiled  on  account  of  his  mode  of 
worfliip  or  religious  fentiments  in  the  faid  territory. 

"  Art.  II.  The  inhabitants  of  the  faid  territory  fliall  always  be 
entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  and  of  the  trial 
by  jury,  of  a  proportionate  reprefentation  of  the  people  in  the  legif- 
lature,  and  of  judicial  proceedings,  according  to  thecourfe  of  the 
common  law  :   all  perfons  fliall  be  bailable,  unlefs  for  capital  of- 
fences where  the  proof  fliall  be  evident  or  the  prefumption  great : 
.  all  fines  fliall  be  moderate,  and  no  cruel  or  unufual  punifliment  fliall 
be.  inflifted  ;  no  man  fliall  be  deprived  of  his  liberty  or  property  but 
by  the  judgment  of  his  peers,  or  of  the  law  of  the  land  ;  and  Ihould 
the  public  exigencies  make  it  necelTary  for  the  common  prefervation 
to  ta'Kc  any  perfon's  property,  or  to  demand  his  particular  fervices, 
full  compenfation  fliall  be  made  for  the  fame ;  and  in  the  juft  pre- 
fervation of  rights   and  property,    it   is  underftood  and  declared, 
that  no  law  ought  ever  to  be  made,  or  have  force  in  the  faid  ter- 
ritory, that  fliall  in  any  manner  whatever  interfere  with,  or  afFe<^, 
private  contracts  br  engagements  hnafiJft  and  without  fraud  previ- 
•ufly  formed. 

■     "Art. 
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«•  Art.  III.  Religion,  morality  and  knowledge,  being  neceflary 
to  good  government  and  the  happinefs  of  mankind,  fchools  and 
the  means  of  education  fliall  for  ever  be  encouraged;  the  utmoft 
good  faith  (hall  always  be  obferved  towards  the  Indians ;  their  ianai 
and  property  (hall  never  be  taken  from  them  without  their  coAfent ; 
and  in  their  property,  rights  and  liberty,  they  (liall  never  be  invaded 
or  difturbed,  unlefs  in  juft  and  lawful  wars,  authorifcd  by  Congrefs ; 
but  laws  founded  in  juftice  and  humanity  (hall  from  time  to  time  be 
made,  for  preventing  wrongs  being  done  to  them,  and  for  preferving 
peace  and  friendfliip  with  them. 

"Art.  IV.  The  faid  territory,  and  the  States  which  may  be 
formed  therein,  (hall  for  ever  remain  a  part  of  this  confederacy  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  fubje^  to  the  articles  of  confedera- 
tion, and  to  fuch  alterations  therein  as  fliall  be  conftitutionally  made; 
and  to  all  the  adts  and  ordinances  of  the  United  States,  in  Congrefs 
aiTembled,  conformable  thereto.  The  inhabitants  and  fettlers  in  the 
faid  territory  (liall  be  fubjeft  to  pay  a  part  of  the  federal  debts  con- 
tracted, or  to  be  contracted,  and  a  proportionable  part  of  the  ex- 
pcnfes  of  government,  to  be  apportioned  on  them  by  Congrefs,  ac- 
cording to  the  fame  common  rule  and  meaiure,  by  which  apportion- 
ments thereof  (liall  be  made  on  the  other  States,  and  the  taxes  for 
paying  their  proportion  (hall  be  laid  and  levied  by  the  authority  and 
direction  of  the  legillatures  of  the  diflriCt,  or  diitriCts,  or  new  States, 
as  in  the  original  States,  within  the  time  agreed  upon  by  the  United 
States  in  Congrefs  aflembled.  The  legiflatures  of  thofe  diftriCts 
or  new  States  (hall  never  interfere  with  the  primary  difpofal  of  the 
foil  by  the  United  States,  in  Congrefs  aflWtibled,  nor  with  any  re- 
gulations Congrefs  may  find  neceflary  for  fecuring  the  title  in  fuch 
foil, to  the  bonafiJe  purchafers.  No  tax  fliall  be  impofedon  lands  the 
property  of  the  United  States ;  and  in  no  cafe  fliall  non-refident  pro- 
prietors be  taxed  higher  than  refidents.  The  navigable  waters 
leading  into  the  Mifliflippi  and  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  carrying 
places  between  the  fame,  fliall  be  common  highways,  and  for  ever 
free,  as  well  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  territory,  as  to  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  in  general,  and  thofe  of  any  other  States 
that  may  be  admitted  into  the  confederacy,  without  any  tax,  impoft, 
or  duty.  '•  ;     ,   ^  | 

"  Art.  V.  There  (hall  be  formed  in  the  faid  territory,  not  lefs 
than  three,  nor  more  than  five  States ;  and  the  boundaries  of  the 
States,  as  foon  as  Virginia  (hail  alter  her  aCt  of  celBon,  and  content 
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to  the  famCi  (Iiall  become  fixed  and  eftabliflied  ai  followi,  viz.  The 
fireftern  State  in  the  laid  territory  fluU  be  bounded  on  thcMifliflippif 
the  Ohio,  and  Wabafli  rivers ;  a  dircdt  line  drawn  from  the  Waba(h 
and  Poft  Vincent  due  north  to  the  territorial  line  between  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  and  by  the  faid  territorial  line  to  the  lake  of  the 
Woods  and  the  Mifliflfippi.  The  middle  State  fliall  be  bounded  by 
the  faid  dirc^l  line,  the  Wabafli  from  Poft  Vincent  to  the  Ohio ;  by 
the  Ohio  by  a  dirrfl  line  drawn  due  north  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Great  Miami  to  the  faid  territorial  line,  and  by  the  faid  territorial 
}ine.  The  eaftern  State  fliall  be  bounded  by  tbc  lad-mentioned  di' 
rt£t  line,  the  Ohio,  Fennfylvania,  and  the  faiil  territorial  line : 
provided,  however,  and  it  it  is  further  under(\ood  and  declared,  that 
the  boundaries  of  thofe  three  States  fliall  be  fnbje*^  fo  far  to  be  al- 
tered, that  if  Congrefs  hereafter  fliall  find  it  expedient,  they  fliall 
hnve  authority  to  form  one,  or  two  States,  in  that  part  of  the  faid 
territory  which  lies  north  of  an  eaft  and  well  line  drawn  through  the 
foutherJy  bend  or  extreme  of  lake  Michigan  ;  and  when  any  of  the 
faid  States  fliall  have  flxty  thouiiind  free  inhabitants  therein,  fuch 
State  fliall  be  admitted  by  its  delegates  into  the  Congrefs  of  the  United 
States,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  St.ntes  in  all  refpedts 
whatever;  and  fliajl  be  at  liberty  to  form  a  permanent  conftitution 
and  flate  government :  provided  the  conftitution  and  government 
fo  to  be  formed  fliall  be  republican,  and  in  conformity  to  the  prin- 
ciples contained  in  thefe  articles ;  and  fo  tar  as  it  can  be  confident 
with  the  general  intercft  of  the  confederacy,  fuch  admiflion  fliall  be 
allowed  at  an  earlier  period,  and  when  there  may  be  a  lefs  number  of 
free  inhabitants  in  the  Slate  than  fixry  thoufand. 

♦'  Art,  VI.  There  fliall  be  neither  flaVery  nor  involuntary  fer- 
vitude  in  the  faid  territory,  otherwiic  than  in  the  punifliment  of 
crimes,  whereof  the  party  fliall  have  been  duly  convirtcd  :  provided 
always,  that  any  pprfon  efcaping  into  the  lame,  from  whom  labour 
or  fervice  is  lawfully  claimed  in  any  ot  the  original  States,  fuch  fugi- 
tive may  be  lawfully  reclaimed,  and  conveyed  to  the  perfon  claiming 
his  or  her  labour  or  fervice  as  aforefaid." 

Such  is  the  prefent  government  of  the  weftcrn  territory,  and  fuch 
the  political  obligations  of  the  advenUirer§  into  this  fertile  and  dei 
Jightful  part  of  the  United  Slates. 

In  the  ordinance  of  Congrefs,  for  the  government  of  this  territory, 
it  is  provided,  that  after  the  faid  territory  acquires  a  certain  .  ;greo 
»i  pppuUtion,  it  (b^ll  be  divided  into  Stat<?8.    fhe  eaft?rn  State, 
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thnt  is  thui  provided  to  be  made,  U  bounded  on  the  Great  Miami  on 
the  weft,  and  by  the  Pcnnfylvania  line  on  the  eaft.  The  center  of 
thii  State  wil'  fall  between  the  Scioto  and  the  Hockhocking.  At  the 
mouth  of  one  of  thefe  rivers  will  probably  be  the  feat  of  goyernment 
for  this  State;  and,  if  we  may  indulge  the  fublime  contemplation  of 
beholding  the  whole  territory  of  the  United  States  fettled  by  an  en- 
lightened people,  and  continued  under  one  extended  government,  oa 
the  river  Ohio,  and  not  far  from  this  fpot,  will  be  the  feat  of  empire 
for  the  whole  dominion.  This  is  central  to  the  whole ;  it  will  bed 
accommodate  every  part  j  it  is  the  moA  pleafant,  and  probably  the 
mod  healthful. 

The  fettlement  of  this  country  has  been  checked  for  feveral  years 
paft,  by  the  unhappy  Indian  war,  ao  amicable  termiiiation  of  which, 
it  is  ardently  wiflied,  might  fpeedily  take  place. 
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